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PREFACE, 


The  work  of  preparing  for  ]niblicati()u  the  OfQcial  Eecords  of  the 
Uniou  and  Ooufederate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendeucy  of  Prof.  J.  E.  Soley,  U.  S.  Navy, 
at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas- 
sification was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Commander 
F.  M.  Wise,  n.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  Avas  relieved 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Eichard  Eush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Eush.  The 
first  five  volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration, 
and  the  important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution 
of  these  volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Eush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K.  Eawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent. 

On  December  8,  1899,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  P.  Colvoco- 
resses,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  ordered  to  duty  in  connection  with  the  compi- 
lation and  publication  of  the  Eecords. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  sucli  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of 
vessels  acting  singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional 
maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports 
of  any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 
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II.  The  second  series  embraces  tbe  reports,  orders,  and  correspond- 
ence relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  tlie  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com- 
meucenient  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ- 
ing privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Uniou  and  Confederate,  as 
far  as  cau  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Uniou  and  Confederate  authorities  uot  specially 
relating"  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  tbe  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  tlie  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  jirepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  iu  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  ])art  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.     Frequent  careful 
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searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
special  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  many  dupli- 
cates of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  flies  of  participants. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants 
in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  opera- 
tions in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  eleventh  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  11),  which  has 
recently  been  jDublished  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of  the 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  October  28,  1864,  to  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1805.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  12)  gives  the  opera- 
tions of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  February  2  to 
August  3,  1865;  and  the  operations  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  from  October  29, 1861,  to  May  13,  1862. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscellane- 
ous Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Eeference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con- 
federate papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each  vol- 
ume, will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without  other 
subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single  events, 
in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the  chrono- 
logical order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents  have 
been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Edward  K.  Eawson, 
George  P.  Colvocoresses, 
Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Com2)ilers. 

Navy  Department, 

Wn.shiit;/t(»i,  f>.  v.,  April,  HiOl. 


Note. — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1894) : 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of  the 
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Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  iind  House  of  Kepresentatives  shall  be 
sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  liho-aries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis- 
tribution herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  iu  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Kepresentativeand 
Delegiite  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 
publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  desig- 
nate other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  work 
was  approved  January  30,  1896 : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  ITonse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Goiiffress  assembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undistributed 
copies  of  the  OfBcial  Records  of  the  AVar  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the 
Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries,  organizations, 
and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the 
districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress  failed  to 
designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said  Official  Records,  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
thirty- first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  joint  resolution 
approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 1896, 
which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies: 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup- 
plying officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 


ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


SERIES  I, 


1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

"West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  ActinR  Rear-Admiral  "Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

"Wftst  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  I86'i-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 
Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 
Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  TJ.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  IT.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  "Wyman,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 
Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-OflBcer  Stringbam,  TI.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23, 1861, 

"West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Yirginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldaborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldaborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  "Wilkes,  V.  R.  N.,  1862. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  V.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  "Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
-  *  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S-  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  "IT.  S.  N.,  1865. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1863. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  ander  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  TI.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

*"  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
"War  Records,  Navy  Department,  "Washington,  D.  C. 
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LIST    OF    UNITED    STATES    VESSELS    OF    WAR. 


United  States  vessels  r/war  serving  in  llic  North  Jtlanliv  Blodcading  Squadron,  February 
2  to  Jugust  3,  I860 — Continued. 


Name. 


General  Putnam 

Gettys'burg 

Glance 

G  overnor  Buckingham . 

Granite 

Harcourt 

Henry  Drinker 

Henry  Janes 

Hetzel 

How<iuab 

Hoyt 

Hunchback 

Huron 

Iosco  

Isaac  ?T.  Seymour 

John  L.  LockTvood 

Kansas 

Keystone  State 

Lehigh 

Lenapee  

Lilac 

Lilian 

Little  Ada 

Mackinaw 

Mahopac 

Malvern 

Maratanza 

Martin 

Massasoit 

Mattabcsett 

Maumee 

Mendota 

Miami 

Moccasin 

Monadnock 

Montauk 

Montgomery 

Monticello 

Mount  A'ernou 

Mouii  t  AVasbington 

Mystic 

Nanaemond 

New  Berne 

New  Ironsides 

Ny  ack 

Onondaga 

Osceola  — 

Pawtuxet 

Pequot  

Phlox 

Picket  Boat  No.  1 

Picket  Boat  No.  -J 

Picket  Boat  No.  4 


Hate.        Tonnage 


Pourth  . . 
Pourth  .. 
Fourth  .. 
Third.... 
Fourth  . . 
Pourth  .. 
Fourth  . . 
Fourth  .. 
Fourth  .. 
Fourth... 
Fourth  - . 
Fourth  .. 
Pourth  .. 
Third.... 
Pourth  -. 
Fourth  .. 
Fourth  .. 
Third.... 
Fourth  .. 
Third.... 
Fourth  -. 
Fourth  . . 
Fourtli  .. 
Third.... 
Fourth  .. 
Fourth  .. 
Third.... 
Fourth  .. 
Third.... 
Third.... 
Fourtli  . 
Third.... 
Third.... 
Fourtli  - . 

Third 

Pourth  . . 

Third 

Pourth  .. 
Fourth  .. 
Fourth  - . 
Fourth  . . 
Fourtli  . . 
Fourtli  . . 

First  

Pourtli  .. 
Second  . . 
Third.... 
Third.... 
Fourth  . . 
Pourth  . . 
Fourth  . . 
Pourth  .. 
Fourth  .. 


149 
720 

80 
88C 

75 

75 
108 
201 
301 
397 

19 
517 
507 
974 
133 
160 
593 
1.304 
S14 
974 
129 
030 
190 
974 
1,034 
027 
780 

33 
974 
974 
503 
974 
730 
192 
1,504 
844 
787 
055 
025 
500 
541 
340 
948 
3,480 
593 
1,250 
974 
974 
593 
317 

55 


Class. 


Side.-wheel  steamer . 

do 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Sailing  sloop 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Schooner 

Side-wheel  steamer. 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Side.wheel  steamer. . 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer. , 

do 

do 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer.. 

Ironclad  ste.imer 

Side-wheel  steamer.. 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer.. 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer.. 
Ironclad  steamer.  .. 
Side- wheel  steamer. . 

do 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer. . 

....do 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer. . 

..  .do 

Screw  steamer 

Ironclad  steamer 

....do 

Screw  steamer 

....do 

....do 

Side- wheel  steamer. . 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer.  - 

Screw  steamer 

Ironclad  steamer 

Screw  steamer 

Ironclad  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer. . 

....do 

Screw  otearaer 

Side-wheel  steamer.. 

Screw  steamer 

....do 

....do 


Crew.  Guns. 


32 
90 
14 
112 
15 
68 
IS 
41 
09 
55 


70 

104 

30 

30 

108 

163 

93 

147 

17 

03 

37 

145 

92 

C8 

111 

9 

141 

145 

96 

144 

134 

29 

146 

8S 

110 

96 

60 

40 

05 

63 

92 

376 

118 

130 

145 

189 

130 

32 

9 


7 
6 

10 
2 
3 
8 

10 
2 

10 
2 
2 
2 

10 
2 


10 

10 

6 

10 

8 

3 

4 

4 

6 

3 

5 

1 

7 

4 

6 

18 

8 

4 

10 

12 

12 


LIST   OF    UNITED    STATES   VESSELS    OF   WAR. 


XIX 


United  States  vessels  of  war  serving  in  the  North  Atlantic  lilocTcading  Squadron,  February 
S,  1865,  to  August  3,  -ZSe5— Concluded. 


Name. 


Picket  Boat  No.  5.... 

Picket  Boat  No.  6 

Picket  Laanch  No.  1 
Picket  Launch  No.  3 
Picket  Laanch  No.  4 
Picket  Launch  No.  5 
Picket  Launch  No.  6 

Poutoosuc 

Poppy 

E.E.CuTler 

Release 

Renshaw 

Republic 

Rhode  Island 

Roanoke 

Roman 

Saffron 

Samuel  Rotan 

Sangamon 

Santiago  de  Cuba — 

Saasacua 

Saugua t. 

Seneca 

Shamrock 

Sbawmut 

Shokokon 

Snowdrop 

Spuytcn  Duyvil 

Tacony 

Tahoma 

Tri  stram  Shandy 

TJnadilla 

Unit 

Valley  City 

Vickaburg 

Victoria 

Watch 

■Western  World 

Whitehead 

Wildemesa 

William  Badger 

Wyalusing 

Wyandotte 

Wyoming 

Yantic 

Toung  America 

Zeta* 

Zouave 


Rate.        Tonnage. 


Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Second. . 
First.--. 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Second.. 
Third... 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  - 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third.. - 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  - 
Third... 
Fourth  - 
Fourth  - 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  - 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third.. - 
Fourth  . 
Third.. - 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 

Fourth  - 


Class. 


Screw  steamer  . 
...-do 


974 
93 

1,202 

327 

80 

90 

1,517 

3,435 

350 

73 

212 

844 

1,667 
974 

1,034 
607 
974 
693 
700 
125 
116 
974 
327 
444 
507 
56 
190 
886 
254 
65 
441 
139 
390 
334 
974 
458 
997 
693 
173 


Side-wheel  steamer- 
Screw  steamer 

do 

Bark 

Schooner 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer . 
Ironclad  steamer — 

Storeship 

Screw  steamer 

Sailing  schooner 

Ironclad  steamer — 
Side-wheel  steamer- 

do 

Ironclad  steamer — 

Screw  ateamer 

Side-wheel  steamer- 
Screw  steamer 

Side- wheel  steamer. 

Screw  steamer 

--..do 

Side-wheel  steamer- . 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  ateamer. . 

Screw  steamer 

--..do 

---.do 

,...do 

----do 

.--.do 

....do 

....do 

Side- wheel  ateauier. . 

Sailing  ship 

Side- wheel  ateamer. . 

Screw  steamer 

....do 

....do 

.-..do , 


Crew.    Guns. 


181 
20 

154 
85 


167 

347 
9 
16 
29 
86 

143 

145 
81 
90 

160 
35 

112 
14 
22 

145 
75 
80 
81 
20 
48 

122 
44 
14 
29 
45 
41 
29 

115 
68 

135 

113 
13 


12 
2 

12 
3 


1 

12 

6 

1 

1 

4 

2 

11 

10 

2 


10 
6 


2 
5 
4 
4 
1 
14 
5 
7 


^  Same  as  Picket  Boat  No.  6. 


XX 


I-IST   OF   UNITED    STATES   VESSELS   OP   WAR. 


VXITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAX  SERYiyO  IN  THE  SOTTTB  ATLANTIC  ItLOCKAD- 
INO  SQVADRON,  OCTOBEB  M,  18B1,  TO  MAT  IS,  isei. 


Kame. 


Albatross 

Arago 

Augusta 

Bibb 

BienTille 

Courier 

Cumberland 

Curlew 

Currituck 

Dale 

Darlington 

Dawn 

E.B.Hale 

Ellen 

riag 

Flambeau 

Florida 

G.  W.  Blunt 

Gem  of  the  Sea. . . 

Hatteras 

Henry  Andrew  . . 

Hope , 

Huron 

Isaac  Smitb 

James  Adger 

Keystone  State . . 

Madgie 

Mercury 

Minnesota 

Mobican 

Monticello 

Norwicb 

O.M.Pettit 

Onward 

Ottawa 

Pocahontas 

Fotomska... 

E.  B.  Forbes 

Belease 

Kestless 

Kbebuck 

Sabine 

Sachem 

St.  Lawrence 

SaTannah... 

Seminole 

Seneoa 

Shepherd  Xnapp . 

Sumpter 

Sasquebanna 

Unadilla , 

TTncas 


Kate. 


Fourth  . 
Third.. 


Tonnage. 


Second.. 
Fourth  . 
Second . . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Third... 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Second.. 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
First.... 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Second. . 
Fourth  . 
Second.. 
Second. . 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
First.... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 


378 
1,310 


1,558 
554 

1,726 
380 
193 
566 
300 
399 
220 
341 
938 
850 

1,261 
121 
371 

1,126 
177 
134 
507 
453 

1,151 

1,364 
218 
187 

3,307 
994 
655 
450 
165 
874 
507 
694 
287 
165 
327 
265 
455 

1,726 
197 

1,726 

1,726 
801 
507 
838 
460 

2,450 
507 
192 


Class. 


Screw  steamer 

Coast-Survey  schooner . 

Side-wheel  steamer 

Coa3t.Survey  steamer . . 

Side.wheel  steamer 

Storeship 

Sloop  of  war 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Sloop  of  war 

.Screw  steamer 

do 

do 

Side-wheel  steamer 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Side-wheel  steamer 

Schooner 

Bark 

Side- wheel  steamer 

Screw  steamer 

Schooner 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Side- wheel  steamer 

do 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  steamer 

Screw  frigate 

Screw  steamer 

do 

-...do 

Side-wheel  steamer 

Ship 

Screw  steamer 

...-do 

..-.do 

...-do 

Ship 

do 

...do 

Sailing  frigate 

Screw  steamer 

Sailing  frigate 

Sloop  of  war 

Screw  steamer 

....do 

Ship 

Screw  st«amer 

Side-wheel  steamer 

Screw  steamer 

....do 


Crew. 


68 


167 
27 


52 
123 
23 
34 
46 


116 
75 

118 
15 
74 
65 
49 
13 


119 
45 
46 
540 
125 
96 
75 
30 


82 

95 

72 

61 

19 

70 

62 

395 

39 

374 

264 

120 

80 

102 

81 

264 

85 

72 


Guns. 


3 
24 


6 
15 


2 
4 
2 
7 
2 
9 
1 
4 
4 
3 
1 
4 
9 
9 
2 
2 
2 
47 
6 
3 
5 
2 
8 
4 


3 
4 
4 

49 
5 

62 

26 
5 
5 
8 
6 

15 
6 
3 


LIST    OF   UNITED    STATES   VESSELS   OF   WAR. 


XXI 


United  States  vessels  of  war  serving  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  October 
S9,  1861,  to  May  13,  lS6S—Contmueft. 


Name. 


Vandalia 

Vermont 

Victoria , 

Vixen 

Wabaah 

Wamsutta 

■Western  World 
"Wyandotte 


Itate. 


Fourth 
First... 
Fourth 
Fourth 
First... 
Fourth 
Fourth 
Fourth 


Tonnage. 


783 
2,633 
254 
300 
3,274 
270 
450 
464 


Cla.ifl. 


Sloop  of  war 

Sailing  ship 

Screw  steamer 

Coast-Survey  Bteainer 

Screw  frigate 

Screw  steamer 

do 

do 


Crew. 


170 
275 
44 
41 
523 
57 
51 
71 


20 
24 
3 

46 
5 
3 
5 


C^LE:NrDA-R. 

1861. 

JTJ]SrE. 

JULY. 

AUGUST. 

Sun.  M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

"Y 

14 
21 

28 

1 

8 

15 
22 
29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 
20 
27 

1 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

9 

9 

[23 
30 

3 
10 
17 
24 

4 
11 

18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 

20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 

20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

... 

SEPTEMBER. 

OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

Sun, 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat' 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

3 
10 
17 
24 

4 
11 

18 
25 

5 

12 
19 
26 

6 
13 

20 
27 

7 
14 
21 

28 

13 
20 
27 

"7 

14 
21 

28 

1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

1 

8 
15 
22 
29 

t 

2 

9 
16 
23 
30 

3 
10 
17 
24 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 

20 

27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

• 

DECEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T.    W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 

20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

1862. 

JAKUARY. 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

1 

8 
15 
22 
29 

T. 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

F. 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Sat. 

4 
11 

18 
25 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

I 
15 

22 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

1 

8 
15 
22 
29 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 

20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

3 

10 
17 
24 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 

12 
19 
26 

6 
13 
20 

27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

4 
11 

18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 
20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

"'Y' 

1 

APRIL. 

MAY. 

Sun. 

VI. 

T.    \ 

V. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

.  Sun. 

M. 

T.    \ 

V. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

1 

1 

8 

15    ] 
22    5 

j9   ; 

2 
9 
6 
i3 
iO 

3 

10 
17 
24 

4 
11 

18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
2G 

1 

8 
]5 
22 
29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

6 
13 

20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

1 
1 
2 

4 

1 
8 
5 

5 
12 
19 
20 

6 
13    ] 

20    i 
27    ; 

7 
14 
>1 

i8 

C^LEISTD^R. 

1865. 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

AJPRIX,. 

Sun. 

M 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F.  Sat. 

1 

Sun. 

M- 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

! 

8 
15 

22 

2 

9 

16 

23 

3 
10 
17 
24 

4 
11 
18 
25 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

4 
11 
18 
25 

1 

8 
15 
22 
39 

5 

'  12 

19 

26 

6 
13 
20 

27 

7 
14 
21 
98 

5 
12 

!  26 

6 
13 
20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 

10 
17 
24 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 
20 

27 

7 
14 
21 
28 



i 

MAX. 

JU^TE. 

JULY. 

,Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sua 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

"i' 

14 

21 

:   28 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 

20 
27 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

3 

10 
17 
24 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

4 

11 
18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 
13 
20 

27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

4 
11 
18 
25 

5 

12 
19 
26 

6 
13 

20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

AUGUST. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

4 
11 

18 
25 

5 
12 
19 
26 

6 

13 
20 
27 

7 
14 
21 
28 

5|:1    i  ■* 


o 

Q. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

FROM  FEBRUARY  2,  1865,  TO  AUGUST  3,  1865. 

1 

N   W  K — VOL,  12 1 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  FEBRUARY  2,  1865,  TO  AUGUST  3,  1865. 

[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  2, 1865. 
Admiral  Porter  ordered  picket  launch  No.  3  to  Cape  Pear  River. 
Will  send  ber  to-day. 

William  Radford, 

Commodore. 
Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  com,mandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 
forbidding  the  examination  of  ironclads  by  foreign  officers. 

Navy  Department,  February  3, 1865. 
Sir  :  lu  reiply  to  your  telegram  of  the  2d  instant,  asking  if  you  can 
permit  a  captain  in  the  Royal  Navy  to  visit  and  examine  the  Dictator, 
1  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  instructions  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral 
Lee  and  Captain  Gansevoort,  dated,  respectively,  December  1,  1862, 
and  November  27,  1863,  forbidding  the  examination  of  ironclads  by 
foreign  officers.  The  same  rule  will  apply  in  this  case. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

*  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Gommanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  foncard- 
ing  request  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  for  vessels  for 
■patrol  duty. 

War  Department,  Washington  City, 

February  3,  1865 — 8:30  j>.  m. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegram  just  received  from 
Lieutenant-Genei-al  Grant,  and  respectfully  request  that  you  will  com- 
|)ly  with  his  request  therein  expressed,  and  keep  two  or  three  Avar 
vessels  patrolling  between  Cape  Henry  and  Cape  Pear  River,  during 
tlie  transit  of  General  Schofleld's  troops,  which  are  now  embarking  for 
North  Carolina  at  Alexandria  and  Annapolis. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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[Enclosare. — Telegram.] 

City  Point,  ^a.,  February  5, 1865. 
I  think  it  advisable  to  request  the  Kavy  to  keep  two  or  three  vessels 
patrolling  between  Cape  Henry  and  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  during  the  tran- 
sit of  Schofleld's  troops.  It  is  barely  possible  for  one  of  the  enemy's 
privateers  to  be  met  on  that  route  and  do  us  great  injury.  If  you  agree 
with  me,  will  you  please  request  this? 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  4, 1865. 
Are  there  two  vessels,  exclusive  of  the  Rhode  Island,  at  the  yard  or 
in  the  roads,  available  to  patrol  from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape  Pear  Kiver 
whilst  troops  are  moving  south? 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  U,  S.  Navy, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 


[Telegram.] 


Bermuda  Hundred,  February  4, 1865. 
Vessels  are  being  stationed  at  points  most  required.    Heavy  artillery 
firing  at  front  yesterday. 

William  Radford, 

Commodore. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


General  inxtructions  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Com- 
modore Badford,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  in  James  Biver. 

Cape  Fear  Kivkr,  February  4,  1865. 

Commodore  :  I  received  your  communication  notifying  me  that  you 
were  in  charge  up  the  James.  I  only  wish  you  had  been  there  sooner, 
and  then  we  would  not  have  had  that  disgraceful  stampede.  I  do  not 
think  the  rebels  will  attempt  anything  more;  they  are  closed  up  for 
this  season,  and  if,  as  General  Grant  says,  he  can  take  Richmond  when 
he  pleases,  which  I  very  much  doubt,  he  may,  I  hope,  soon  have  the 
rams  ou  our  side.  I  do  not  understand  the  ram  fever;  I  never  had  it. 
I  have  ordered  Captain  Ehind,  of  the  Agawam,  to  report  to  you  when 
the  Agawam  is  ready.  You  will  find  him  a  good  person  to  have  in  the 
front.  York  River  is  in  your  division ;  will  you  enquire  how  matters 
are  going  on  there? 

There  are  a  number  of  tugs  undergoing  repairs  at  the  yard;  have 
the  most  useful  of  them  sent  to  the  front,  and  ask  Captain  Berrien  to 
hurry  them  up.  I  hope  you  will  try  an  extensive  torpedo  system  near 
the  obstructions,  and  two  or  three  large  ones  on  the  upper  side  of 
Dutch  Gap  would  be  well. 


NORTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  5 

There  is  a  guard  boat  at  Fortress  Monroe,  tlie  Yourig  America. 
Please  order  him  to  make  his  reports  to  you;  forward  them  to  the 
Departmeut,  and  the  duplicates  to  me.  The  light-"1iouses  are  all  in  our 
charge;  will  you  have  them  examined  frequently  and  kept  in  order.  J 
wrote  some  time  since  for  some  of  the  vessels  to  be  sent  to  New  Berne; 
that  order  is  revoked  for  the  present.  The  guard  vessel  at  Oraney 
Island  is  under  your  charge.  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  her  to  board 
vessels,  but  to  look  after  the  coal  schooners  at  the  island. 

You  will  please  send  me  frequent  rejtorts  of  matters  and  things  and 
do  all  that  you  may  think  necessary  to  make  matters  secure  in  the 
James. 

If  the  vessels  want  men,  apply  direct  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment 
and  Recruiting. 

Respectfully,  David  D.  Poetek, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radfoed, 

Commanding  in  James  River. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nany,  to  Commander  Bolando,  V.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  8tate,  regarding  positions  of 
vessels. 

Cape  Fbau,  February  4,  1865. 
SiE:  You  will  keep  your  vessel  ofif  Flag  Pond  batteiy  and  be  in 
communication  with  the  army  night  and  day.  You  will  also  keep  the 
vessels  outside  lying  in  a  line  close  into  the  beach,  down  as  far  as  Half 
Moon  battery,  and  the  vessels  will  under  no  consideration  leave  these 
stations  unless  ordered  by  me  to  do  so. 

The  enemy  must  be  shelled  whenever  they  show  themselves  or  give 
indications  of  their  presence.  The  Keystone  State,  Montgomery,  Aries, 
Emma,  Howquah,  and  Vicksburg  must  lie  within  half  a  ■  mile  of  each 
other,  ready  to  support  the  army  at  all  times,  and  the  vessel  containing 
the  army  signal  officer  must  always  be  close  to  Flag  Pond  battery. 
I  wish  you  to  see  that  this  arrangement  is  carried  out. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Poetee, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Keystone  State. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Cushing,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  expeditions  to  Little 
Biver  and  Shallotte  Inlet,  February  4  and  6,  1865. 

U.  S.  S.  MONTICELLO, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  February  7,  1865. 
SiE:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  entered  Little  River,  South 
Carolina,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  and  proceeding  about  8  miles 
up  with  four  boats  and  50  men,  landed  in  the  small  town  of  All  Saints 
Parish  on  Little  River.  The  town  was  placed  under  guard  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  inhabitants,  and  I  succeeded  in  capturing  some  sol- 
diers and  arms.  I  held  the  place  all  the  next  day  and  discovered  and 
destroyed  about  $15,000  worth  of  cotton.  I  also  captured  two  fiats  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  containing  cotton  (23  bales),  which  had  some- 
time since  been  removed  from  a  blockade  runner  to  lighten  her.    This 
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we  brought  off,  together  with  some  negroes.  The  South  Carolina  plant- 
ers, and  all  men  whom  I  met,  professed  to  be  willing  to  come  back  under 
fhe  old  Government,  and  most  of  Ihem  seemed  to  be  loyal  men,  only 
awaiting  emancipation  from  military  rule. 

On  the  6th  I  sent  two  boats'  crews  ashore  in  Shallotte  Inlet,  under 
command  of  Acting  Master  Charles  A.  Pettit.  He  surprised  and  routed 
the  rebel  force  detailed  to  collect  provision  in  that  county,  captured  <i 
soldiers,  with  their  arms  and  equipments,  and  destroyed  the  stores  that 
had  been  gathered  for  the  enemy  at  Fort  Anderson.  The  soldiers  lately 
stationed  there  (at  Shallotte)  had  been  withdrawn  to  assist  in  the 
defense  of  Wilmington.  A  hundred  rebels  are  still  at  Lockwood's 
Folly.    The  woods  are  full  of  deserters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Gushing, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Eear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Cape  Fear  River. 


[Telegram.' 


U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Bermuda  [Hundred],  February  5,  1865. 
I  directed  the  vessels  in  the  lower  part  of  James  River  to  cooperate 
with  General  Graham  in  destroying  some  torpedo  boats  said  to  be  in 
Pagan  Creek. 

,  W.  Radford,  Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Havy.] 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hargous,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrest  of 

of  Mr.  G.  W.  Lane. 

National  Hotel, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  February  5, 1865. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  Mr.  G.  W.  Lane  is  now  under  arrest 
and  in  charge  of  the  provost  marshal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  J.  Hargous, 
Acting  Master,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Gomdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Hijuadron. 


fjctter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  the  I'otomac  Flotilla. 

Navy  Department,  February  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  On  the  31st  ultimo  the  Deparment  authorized  Commander  F.  A. 
Parker  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  Potomac  Flotilla  to  Back  River,  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  take  command  of  the  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squad- 
ron within  those  limits. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  '  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  C,  186 1). 
Gambridf/e  was  ordered  to  Port  Royal.     Let  her* go,  but  to  go  over 
the  route  of  the  troops  to  Fort  Fisher,  thence  to  Port  Eoyal. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station.,  Norfolk.,  Va. 


Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of 
vessels  to  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Forth  Atlantic  Squadron, 
TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  (>,  1865. 
SiB:  In  obedience  to  order  contained  in  Department's  letter  of  Janu- 
ary 11,  last,  1  have  ordered  the  Heliotrope  (now  at  Nprfolk)  and  one  of 
the  picket  boats  from  James  Kiver  to  proceed  to  St.  Iiilgoes,  Md.,  and 
report  to  Commander  F.  A.  Parker  for  duty  in  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


General  instructions  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Comrho- 
dore  Radford,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  6, 1865, 
Commodore  :  Apply  to  the  Department  at  once  to  make  up  deficien- 
cies of  officers,  and  have  planted  all  the  torpedoes  that  may  render 
the  passage  of  a  ram  an  impossibility,  although  with  the  vessels  you 
have  with  you  I  would  like  to  see  them  come  down. 

Have  an  investigation  made  with  regard  to  the  absence  of  the  engi- 
neer in  charge  of  the  Spuyten  Buyvil. 

The  engineer  of  the  picket  launch  No.  4,  has  been  away  several 
weeks.    Keport  the  matter  at  once  to  the  Department. 

Have  those  boats  provided  with  proper  officers  and  send  me  their 
names. 

Send  the  prize  torpedo  boat  to  report  to  Commander  W,  H.  Macomb, 
commanding  the  District  of  the  Sounds,  without  delay.  Send  her 
through  the  canal  [Albemarle  and  Chesapeake]. 

Direct  Commander  lihind  to  report  to  Commander  Macomb  as  soon 
as  he  can  at  or  near  Plymouth,  N.  C.,up  the  Eoanoke  Eiver. 

Send  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  that  district  that  are  repairing  at 
Norfolk,  without  delay,  to  their  stations. 

Let  each  of  them  have  a  spar  fitted  on  the  bow  to  carry  a  torpedo 
like  our  torpedo  boats. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davjd  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

-  Gomdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  James  River. 
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Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  advising  the  use  of  tor- 
pedoes in  the  Roanoke  River. 

NojiTH  Atlantic  Squadbon, 
Z7.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River,  Febrvary  6, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  January  31  in  relation  to  a  ram  said  to  bo  building,  or  pre- 
paring at  Eainbow  Bluff.  The  Department  is  aware  that  there  are 
only  wooden  vessels  at  Plymouth  and  New  Berne,  and  one  torpedo 
boat.  I  would  recommend  that  a  person  who  understands  the. business 
perfectly  should  be  sent  to  lay  a  number  of  torpedoes  at  Plymouth, 
to  be  worked  with  galvanic  batteries.  I  will  try  to  have  the  river 
obstructed  with  what  can  be  obtained  there,  and  send  vessels  enough 
there  to  attack  the  ram  if  she  gets  into  the  sounds.  Two  good  wooden 
vessels  should  capture  her  by  boarding,  but  I  think  if  we  used  the  tor- 
pedoes as  often  as  the  rebels  do,  we  would  soon  destroy  all  their  rams. 
I  would  urgently  recommend  that  the  torpedo  system  be  put  into 
immediate  operation,  and  that  means  be  sent  to  obstruct  the  channel 
at  Plymouth.  I  will  do  the  best  I  can,  but  not  knowing  how  far  the 
ram  in  question  is  advanced,  or  what  means  there  are  to  stop  the  chan- 
nel, I  must  depend  on  the  officer  in  charge  there.  I  will  send  him  full 
instructions. 

General  Grant  can  not  be  conversant  with  the  hydrography  of  Hat- 
teras  Inlet,  for  none  of  our  monitors  can  pass  through  there. 
I,am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  trarismitting  copy  of  instruc- 
tions sent  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Bistrict  of 
the  Sounds. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Gape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  6, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  instructions 
this  day  sent  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  commanding  the  District 
of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 

[Eiicloeure.  ] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  (!,  1865. 

Sir:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Grant,  in  relation  to 
a  rebel  ram  preparing  to  come  down  the  Roanoke  lUver. 

Now,  as  I  never  had  the  "ram  fever,"  which  seems  to  set  every  one 
in  a  state  of  excitement  when  a  ram  heaves  in  sight,  I  don't  see  any 
more  diflSculty  in  destroying  a  ram  than  in  anything  else.     A  cool 
determined  officer  will  have  no  difficulty  whatever.  ' 

Had  Commander  Parker  followed  my  orders,  he  WDuld  have  destroyed 
all  the  rebel  rams  in  the  James  Itivcr. 
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Now,  every  vessel  you  have  is  a  torpedo  boat.  All  you  have  to  do 
is  to  have  a  spar  fitted  to  the  bow  of  every  guuboat  and  tug,  with  a 
torpedo  tn  it,  and  run  at  the  ram,  all  together.  *No  matter  how  many 
of  your  vessels  get  sunk,  one  or  the  other  of  them  will  sijik  the  ram  if 
the  torpedo  is  coolly  exploded. 

Have  your  large  rowboats  fitted  with  torpedoes  also,  and  when  tlie 
rebel  comes  along,  and  you  put  your  large  vessels  alongside  of  her,  let 
the  launches  and  small  torpedo  boats  run  in  and  sink  her.  You  can 
get  alongside  of  a  ram,  make  fast  to  her,  and  with  musketry,  keep  her 
ports  closed.  You  can  sling  a  good  sized  anchor  to  an  outrigger  si)ar, 
and  let  it  go  on  her  deck,  and  by  letting  go  your  own  anchor  keep  her 
from  getting  away  until  other  vessels  pile  in  on  her. 

Five  or  six  steamers  getting  alongside  of  a  ram  could  certainly  take 
her  by  boarding.  If  you  can  get  on  board  of  her,  knock  a  hole  in  her 
smokestack  with  axes,  or  fire  a  howitzer  tlirough  it,  aud  drop  shrapnel 
down  into  the  furnaces. 

You  must  obtain  full  information  in  relation  to  the  time  this  ram 
expects  to  visit  you.  Set  torpedoes  in  the  river  at  night,  so  that  no 
one  will  know  where  they  are.  Obstruct  the  river  above  Plymouth, 
and  get  what  guns  are  there  to  command  the  approaches.  Get  a  net 
or  two  across  the  river,  with  large  meshes,  so  that  when  the  ram  comes 
down  tlie  net  will  clog  her  propeller. 

Have  floating  torpedoes  also  (anchored)  in  abundance,  and  let  them 
float  just  below  the  water.  It  is  strange  if  we,  with  all  our  resources, 
can  not  extinguish  a  rebel  ram. 

Don't  place  timid  men  in  your  torpedo  boats,  but  choose  those  who 
won't  flincli*from  anything. 

I  send  the  Tacony  back  to  you.  I  can  ill  spare  her,  but  you  must 
have  Xl-iuch  guns. 

Now,  remember  one  thing,  and  attend  particularly  to  the  orders  I 
have  heretofore  given.  Never  allow  your  torpedo  boats  to  be  used  for 
anything  except  the  object  in  view.  Keep  good  picket  boats  out  at 
night,  and  don't  be  negligent  in  the  daytime. 

Now  that  troops  are  being  sent  to  New  Berne,  increase  your  force  on 
the  Roanoke  with  the  strongest  and  best  vessels.  Let  all  have  the  tor- 
pedo attachment.    I  send  you  eight  torpedoes  by  this  opportunity. 

Across  the  stream,  below  all  the  devices  I  have  mentioned,  have  logs 
20  feet  long  anchored  securely  10  feet  apart,  with  a  torpedo  on  the  cud 
looking  up  the  river.  These  logs  must  be  close  to  your  pickets,  where 
they  can  be  watched  and  replaced  whenever  they  get  out  of  order. 

Now,  with  all  these  appliances,  and  with  ramming,  boarding,  and 
firing  musketry  aud  canister  into  the  ports,  if  you  can  not  stop  a  ram, 
I  don't  know  how  else  it  can  be  done.  A  full  blow  from  all  your  vessels 
(don't  be  afraid  of  damaging  them)  would,  I  think,  sink  her  in  a  short 
time;  the  torpedoes  would,  certainly. 

In  the  meantime,  go  on  and  work  night  and  day  and  raise  the  Albe- 
marle. Those  pumps  I  sent  you  a  plan  of  ought  to  raise  her  in  a  few 
hours  if  you  cau  get  canvas  over  the  hole.  Where  is  the  submarine 
mau,  and  has  he  done  anything? 

Write  me  fully  by  return  messenger.    I  have  just  ordered  down  the 
torpedo  boat  captured  in  James  Eiver.    Don't  let  it  fall  into  rebel  hands 
again.    It  will  be  a  good  thing  to  use  their  own  designs  against  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poetek, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Soimds,  U.  S.  *S'.  Shamrock. 
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Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding  the 
patrolling  of  the  route  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Fort  Fisher  by  naval 
vessels.  * 

Navy  Department,  February  6, 18.65. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
tlie3d.  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  from  Lieuteuant- 
General  Grant,  and  to  inform  you  that  two  steamers  have  sailed  to 
patrol  the  route  suggested. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Tclf;.'rani.] 


Bermuda  Hundred,  Va., 

February  7,  1865. 
Was  at  front  all  day  yesterday.     It  was  reported  last  night  at  8 :  30 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  [was]  coming  down  toward  obstructions.    Ko 
news  of  them  this  morning. 

W.  Eadford, 

Cmnmodore. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk, 
regarding  the  fitting  of  the  U.  S.  S.Lilian. 

Navy  Department,  February  7,  1865. 
Sir:  The  Lilian,  now  at  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  is  to  join  the  Bast  Gulf 
Squadron.  Eear-Admiral  Porter  says  that  she  wants  a  little  more 
accommodations  for  ofBcers,  and  a  thorough  cleaning  inside,  and  calk- 
ing. Have  her  fitted  up  as  soon  as  you  can  and  order  her,  when  ready, 
to  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  for  duty  as  above  indicated. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 


Reports  of  Commodore  Schenck,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pow- 
hatan, regarding  expedition  to  Pagan  Creek  in  search  of  torpedo  boats. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  7,  1805. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  the  5th  instant, 
Brigadier-General  0.  K.  Graham  sent  an  officer  of  his  stafi"  to  inform 
me  that  he  is  now  ready  for  an  expedition  to  Pagan  Greek  and  vicinity, 
in  search  of  torpedo  boats,  which  expedition  had  been  delayed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ice,  and  asked  my  cooperation  with  two  armed  launches 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  boats  to  land  150  men.  In  compliance  with 
this  request,  at  C  p.  m.  I  dispatched  the  steamer  Delaware,  with  the 
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two  launclies  and  three  cutters,  all  available  boats  of  this  ship,  and  two 
boats  from  the  Alabama,  having  previously  directed  Captain  Kilty,  of  the 
Roanolce,  to  iiave  three  boats  in  readiness  to  join  tbe  expedition  at  New- 
port News  at  8  p.  m.  The  expedition  returned  to  the  ship  this  morning 
at  2  a.  ni.,  having  succeeded  in  capturing  a  torpedo  and  boat  and  a  rebel 
naval  officer,  Ensign  Heines  [Acting  Master  Hinesj.  For  further  par- 
ticulars I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  letter  of  General  Graham. 

Lieutenant  George  W.  Wood,  of  the  Roanolce,  was  the  senior  naval 
officer  engaged  in  this  expedition,  whose  report  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Department  as  soon  as  I  receive  it. 

I  regret  to  add  that  one  of  the  men  of  this  ship,  Svend  Svendson,  ordi- 
nary seaman,  was  accidentally  wounded,  seriously,  but  not  dangerously. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  SCHENCK, 

Commodore  and  /Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade, 

James  River,  February  6,  J 865. 

Commodore:  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  important  assist- 
ance rendered  by  Lieutenant  Wood,  of  the  Navy,  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command,  in  landing  the  men  of  this  command  on  the 
banks  of  the  James  Eiver  and  on  Chuckatuck  Creek  last  night  and  this 
morning,  arfd  my  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  they  subse- 
quently searched  the  creek  and  banks  adjoining  Jones  and  Chuckatuck. 

Pagan  Creek  was  likewise  thoroughly  examined  for  a  distance  of  3 
miles  above  Smith  field  by  boats  belonging  to  my  own  command. 

Lieutenant  Wood  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  in  Jones  Creek  a 
torpedo  boat  and  a  torpedo  weighing  75  pounds,  already  adjusted,  and 
Major  [Ferdinand  It.]  Uassler,  of  this  command,  captured  Ensign  Heines 
I  Acting  Master  Hines],  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  who  was  the  leader 
in  the  destruction  of  a  schooner  in  Warwick  Kiver  last  fall  and  a  par- 
ticipator in  destroying  the  tugboat  Lixzie  Freeman  ofi'  Pagan  Greek  in 
December  last. 

I  am  also  under  obligations  to  Acting  Master  Eldridge,  of  the  steamer 
Delaware,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  vessels  stationed  off  Pagan  Creek 
for  the  assistance  rendered  by  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  K.  Graham, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Commodore  J.  F.  SCHENCK, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Poichatan. 


U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  Lieutenant  George 
W.  Wood,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Roanolce,  senior  naval  ofi&cer  in  the  recent 
expedition  in  search  of  torpedo  boats  in  Pagan  and  Jones  creeks. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  SCHENCK, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ilie  Xavy. 
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[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  Ironclad  Eoanoke, 
Off  Newport  NetDS,-¥a.,  February  7, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  instruc- 
tions I  joined  the  expedition  of  Brigadier-General  Graham,  with  the 
boats  of  the  Powhatan,  Roanoke,  and  Alabama,  ten  in  all,  including  two 
launches,  with  howitzers,  from  the  Powhatan. 

At  the  request  of  General  Graham,  I  sent  four  cutters  up  the  Chuck 
atuck  Creek  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Taylor,  of  the  Alabama,  to 
laud  a  party  of  soldiers.  With  the  remaining  six  boats  I  assisted  in 
lauding  the  other  troops  of  the  expedition  at  a  point  about  a  mile  below 
the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek,  and  a  short  time  afterwards  started  up 
Jones  Creek.  We  pulled  to  the  head  of  this  creek  without  seeing  any- 
thing that  could  be  used  as  a  torpedo  boat.  On  our  way  up,  however, 
we  discovered  a  torpedo  on  the  left  bank,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  mouth.  It  was  loaded  with  75  pounds  of  powder  and  was  intended 
to  be  used  on  the  boom  of  a  torpedo  boat.  It  was  furnished  with  every- 
thing necessary  for  making  it  fast  to  the  boom,  and  mnst  have  been  left 
in  a  great  hurry  several  days  before  we  discovered  it.  When  we 
arrived  at  the  head  of  Jones  Creek  we  branched  off  and  pulled  up 
Smith's  Creek  until  the  leading  boat  grounded  and  could  go  no  farther. 
At  this  point  we  heard  a  shout,  which  was  answered  off  in  another 
direction,  and  which  Lieutenant  Crawford,  of  the  Marine  Brigade, 
informed  us  was  a  guerrilla  signal.  We  then  landed  with  a  party  of 
men  and  marched  up  to  the  house  near  which  the  first  signal  was 
heard,  but  the  inmates,  who  were  all  women  and  children,  pretended 
to  know  nothing  about  it. 

We  searched  the  house  for  arms,  but  only  found  one  rifled  flint-lock 
musket,  which  we  carried  away.  We  then  set  fire  to  a  sloop  which 
belonged  to  the  owner  of  the  house. 

On  our  way  back  we  received  information  that  a  torpedo  boat  was 
being  fitted  out  in  a  small  creek  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
mouth  of  Jones  Creek.  We  there  found  a  schooner's  yawl  with  a  long 
oaken  boom,  intended,  perhaps,  to  carry  a  torpedo.  During  the  whole 
time  we  were  in  the  cieek  we  met  with  no  resistance  whatever  and  we 
only  saw  two  men,  one  of  whom  was  a  very  old  contraband.  I  believe 
there  are  no  torpedo  boats  in  Jones  Creek  at  this  time,  nor  are  there 
any  boats  which  could  be  used  to  carry  a  torpedo.  We  brought  away 
with  us  both  the  torpedo  and  the  boat  which  we  discovered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  repectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Wood, 
Lieutenant,  JJ.  8.  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck,  U.  S.  Navy, 

JJ.  S.  8.  Powhaian,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  two  monitors  to  the  command  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter. 

Navy  Department,  February  8,  1865. 
Sir:  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  oft'  Fort  Fisher,  has  asked  for  two  of  the 
Passaic  class  of  monitors,  which  you  will  send  to  him  as  soon  as  positive 
operations  against  Charleston  are  finished. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  lHockading  Squadron,  off  Charleston. 
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Order  of  Bear -Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Green,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tristram^  8handy. 

Cape  Feae  Eiveb,  February  8, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  have  your 
vessel  repaired  as  soon  as  possible;    Get  a  new  outfit  and  then  proceed 
to  carry  out  your  former  orders  and  report  to  commanding  officer  of 
East  Gulf  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Eear- Admiral. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tristram  8handy,  Gape  Fear  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Earle,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  arrival  at  Beaufort,  N.  C, 
of  the  U.  8,  8.  Merrimac,  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Merrimac, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  February  8, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival,  after  a  tempestuous 
passage,  of  this  vessel  at  this  port. 

I  was  compelled  by  stress  of  weather  and  a  deficiency  of  coal  to  carry 
me  through  to  touch  here.  I  should  have  stated  tliat  I  arrived  here 
yesterday  and  I  am  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander  West,  com- 
manding this  station,  to  report  to  Admiral  Porter  in  Gape  Fear  River. 
Allow  me  to  state  that  the  vessel  is  everything  that  a  man  can  desire, 
except  in  a  heavy  seaway.  She  is  at  least  2  knots  faster  than  she  was 
the  last  cruise. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Earle, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  February  9, 1865. 
Acting  Master  Hyde,  of  the  Morse,  arrived  here  this  morning  for 
coal  and  says  it  was  reported  at  the  Wolf-trap  that  one  Fitzhugh  with 
a  number  of  men  and  boats  intended  to  destroy  Wolf-trap  and  other 
light-ships  on  the  Chesapeake. 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Commandant  Naval  8tation,  Norfolk. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  9, 1865. 
Ascertain  correctly  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Dutch  Gap  Canal,  and 
report  to  the  Department  by  telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  W.  Radford, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla,  City  Point,  Va. 


14         NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[Telegraoi.] 

Bermuda  Hundred,  Ya.,  February  10,  1865. 
Dutch  Gap  Canal,  3  feet  of  water  at  upper  end.    Nearly  low  tide  when 
sounded.    Rocks  very  numerous.    Two  feet,  about,  water  at  upper 
end.     Water  deepens  at  lower  end,  9  feet. 

W.  Eadford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Forter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Trenchard, 
U.  -S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  IS.  lihode  Island,  to  return  with  that 
vessel  to  Hampton  Roads. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Z7.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River,  February  10,  1865. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  you  have  discharged  all  the  recruits  brought  down 
in  your  vessel  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Hampton  Roads, 
carrying  the  mails,  and  report  yourself  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
tlie  Navy  as  ready  to  bring  down  the  War  Committee,  who  propose 
visiting  this  locality. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  S.  D.  Trenchabd, 

Commanding  Rhode  Island,  off  New  Inlet. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  'the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy, 
in  view  of  consular  information  received  regarding  newly  purchased 
Confederate  ram. 

Navy  Department,  February  11, 1865. 
Sir  :  The  Department  hastens  to  advise  you  that  information  has 
been  received  of  the  transfer  to  the  rebels  of  the  ram  built  at  Bordeaux. 
The  dispatch  from  the  consul  at  Nantes,  communicating  this  infor- 
mation, is  dated  the  28th  ultimo.  The  ram  was  then  at  the  island  of 
Honat  and  preparing  to  leave  immediately.  Her  destination  is  doubt- 
less some  point  on  our  coast,  and  it  behooves  you  to  be  prepared 
against  surprise,  as  she  is  represeuted  to  be  formidable  and  capable  of 
inflicting  serious  injury. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  A  tlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Fort  Fisher, 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  11, 1865. 
The  ofiicers  of  the  Oalatea  may  visit  the  ironclads.    Have  the  Roanoke 
and  Poivhatan  prepared  immediately  for  service.     How  long  before  they 
can  be  made  ready  ^ 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk, 
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Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  canal  at 

Dutch  Gap.  ^ 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Bermuda  Hundred,  February  11,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  rougb  sketch*  of  the  canal  at 
Dutch  Gap  and  soundings.    ■ 

At  high  tide  a  boat  drawing  3  or  4  feet  could  pass  through  it ;  at  low 
tide  the  smallest  rowboat  could  not  get  through. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  Kadford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Hon.  (JiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Dames,  U.  S.  Natty,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  iS.  S.  Lenapee. 

Gape  Fear  River,  February  11, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  assume  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Lenapee. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

RearAdmiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  S.  Barnes, 

Commanding  U,  8.  tS.  Bat. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- General 
Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  means  of  defense  against  Confederate  ram 
at  Rainbotc  Bluff,  Roanoke  River. 

Cape  Fear  Eiver,  February  11, 1865. 
General:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  referred  your  letter  of  the 
24th  January  to  me,  in  relation  to  the  ram  said  to  be  building  at  Rain- 
bow Blufl',  as  it  is  in  iny  district.  Ample  precautions  have  been  taken 
to  meet  any  case  of  the  kind,  and  more  are  in  i)rogress.  No  ram  can 
get  int«  the  sounds  if  officers  do  their  duty  and  carry  out  my  orders. 
At  New  Berne  there  are  torpedo  boats,  also  at  Plymouth,  which  are 
the  best  defense  against  rams. 

The  obstructions  at  New  Berne,  originally  very  strong,  have  given 
away  in  one  place  ;  the  vessel  sunk  there  has  been  moved  by  the  force 
of  the  current.  As  these  obstructions  are  under  the  charge  of  the  mili- 
tary commander,  I  would  suggest  that  the  gap  be  iilled  up  with  cob- 
work  and  stone,  which  are  stronger  and  will  stand  better  than  sunken 
vessels. 

Torpedoes  are  ordered  to  be  sunk  in  both  rivers,  worked  by  galvanic 
batteries. 

The  ram  Albemarle  is  beiug  raised,  but  could  not  be  made  available 
iu  four  months,  except  to  sink  as  an  obstruction. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear  Admiral. 
Lieuten  ant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. 

*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Macomb,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  Neio  Berne. 

North  A-jlantio  Squadron, 
TJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  Biver,  February  11,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  has  been  received,  with  the  plan  of  obstructions  at 
New  Berne. 

You  must  stop  at  the  gap.  Is  it  not  possible  to  sink  cob  docks'? 
Don't  delay  it;  or  if  you  caii't  do  that,  get  a  heavy  chain  from  Beaufort 
and  pass  it  double  from  wreck  to  wreck,  and  leave  no  opening. 

You  must  also  plant  heavy  torpedoes  opposite  the  opening  and  across 
the  river.  Have  this  attended  to  at  once.  Let  us  have  uo  alarms.  1 
want  to  wind  up  all  rams  that  come  down.  I  have  sent  you  three  or 
four  torpedo  boats.  If  you  want  more  torpedoes,  write  to  the  bureau 
for  them,  and  send  an  oflBcer  up  to  Norfolk  after  them.  Have  at  least 
two  torpedo  boats  at  New  Berne  in  case  they  might  be  wanted,  and 
have  the  gunboats  there,  and  tugs  rigged  with  a  torpedo  on  a  spar 
ahead.  The  Tacony  has  reached  you  by  this  time,  and  the  Agauam  will 
shortly  join  you.  If  I  get  through  here  soon  I  will  cover  the  sounds 
with  vessels.  1  want  to  hear  from  you  once  a  week.  There  will  be  a 
vessel  sent  up  to  Beaufort  every  Monday.  Have  your  communications 
in  Beaufort  ready  to  come  by  her.  Tell  me  all  that  is  going  on  in  Army 
and  Navy.  Don't  forget  to  obtain  all  the  information  you  can  about 
Lane.  See  that  your  coal  don't  run  short.  Keep  2,000  tons  on  hand, 
and  discharge  the  schooners  as  fast  as  tliey  come.  If  too  much  comes, 
write  tQ  the  bureau  (by  my  order;  to  say  when  you  have  enough; 
Don't  permit  any  vessel  to  go  north  for  repairs  without'  my  orders,  and 
let  me  know  if  any  of  your  vessels  are  absent  now.  Send  me  a  list  of 
all  you  have  with  you.  Watch  New  Berne  and  Plymouth  attentively, 
and  carry  out  all  my  instructions  to  the  letter.  No  rams  can  do  much 
if  my  orders  are  carried  out.  Tell  me  how  the  Albemarle  is  getting  on, 
and  what  chance  there  is  of  raising  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Uear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  8ounds,  TJ.  8.  8.  Shamrock. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  preparations  for 
further  offensive  operations  in  the  Gape  Fear  River. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
TJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  12,  1865. 

Sir:  Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  since  the  capture  of  Fort 
Fisher  and  other  works  to  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  write  to  the 
Department. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  mounting  Xl-inch  guns  in  the  place  of  the 
lOO-pounders.  It  is  a  slow  business,  as  we  have  not  the  facilities  here 
for  doing  the  work  that  we  would  have  at  a  yard.  The  army  have 
been  strengthening  their  position,  and  we  are  all  about  ready  now  to 
resume  offensive  operations. 

I  believe  there  is  only  one  important  work  between  us  and  Wilming- 
ton (Fort  Anderson,  which  is  very  strong),  and  the  army  also  has  heavy 
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lines  of  earthworks  in  its  front.  Tliese,  I  think,  will  all  be  taken  in 
due  time.  We  will  be  bothered  in  tlie  river  with  the  obstructions,  which 
are  of  no  ordinary  kind.  These  seem  to  be  in  ke«i)ing  with  the  other 
works  hereabouts,  and  answer  perfectly  the  object  for  which  they  were 
intended,  viz,  to  keep  vessels  from  passing  up. 

1  sent  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing  up  the  river  in  small  boats  night 
before  last  to  obtain  information.    He  went  within  a  mile  of  Wilming 
ton.    He  found  the  river  obstructed  with  heavy  piles  all  the  way  across 
abreast  of  Fort  Anderson,  but  above  "that  to  Wilmington  it  seemed  to 
be  clear.    The  Ghiekamauga*  has  been  sunk  across  one  point  in  the 
channel  and  is  under  water,  the  boats  passing  over  her  without  touch 
ing  her.     On  returning,  the  water  having  fallen,  the  boats  had  to  be 
lifted  over  the  obstructions  abreast  of  Fort  Anderson.    The  reconnois 
sauce  was  made  without  the  boats  being  discovered. 

Last  night  1  sent  Lieutenant  Gushing  up  again  with  four  boats  to 
make  a  more  thorough  examination.  He  found  the  obstructions  iit 
Fort  Anderson  too  heavy  to  attempt  to  break  through  them  with  tiie 
vessels  under  full  headway. 

They  consist  of  a  double  or  treble  row  of  piles  filled  in  between.  The 
boats  had  barely  time  to  make  good  observations  when  they  were  hailed 
and  then  fired  upon  with  grape  and  canister  from  seven  or  eight  guns, 
which  kept  up  the  fire  until  they  were  out  of  sight.  Fortunately  we 
met  with  no  loss. 

Now,  to  remove  these  obstructions,  sir,  we  will  require  the  apparatus 
that  was  carried  home  in  the  Vatiderbilt  and  a  competent  person  to  use  it. 

We  will  also  want  plenty  of  powder  cans  for  blowing  up  the  obstruc- 
tions. Even  when  we  do  get  into  Fort  Anderson  the  smallest  steamer, 
drawing  3  feet,  can  not  get  by  until  a  passage  is  made  by  blowing  away 
the  piles  and  stones,  which  can  be  done  in  a  day  with  the  fort  in  our 
possession. 

It  is  so  imi)ortant  when  the  army  has  taken  the  lines  in  front  of  it 
and  is  pushing  on,  that  the  light-draft  transports  should  be  able  to  get 
up  the  river  and  supply  them  at  different  points,  that  I  respectfully 
request  that  the  apparatus  may  be  sent  to  me. 

I  keep  the  monitor  and  two  or  three  gunboats  firing  into  Fort  Ander- 
son to  annoy  the  enemy.  I  don't  know  that  we  have  done  it  any  serious 
damage  beyond  disabling  a  gun. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WanUington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Madford,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  linking  of  cap- 
tured torpedo  launch. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Bermuda  Hundred,  February  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  the  torpedo  boat  recently  taken 
from  the  enemy,  which  you  ordered  to  report  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  S.  Navy,  was  sunk  while  being  towed  to  Norfolk  by  the  U.  S.  S. 

*  See  p.  57. 
N   W  K — VOL   12 2 


18  NORTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Phlox,  off  Jamestown  Island.     This  intelligence  was  communicated  to 
me  by  telegraph.    The  followiug  is  a  copy  of  the  telegram : 

The  torpedo  launch  was  niu  into  and  sunk  by  Schooner  Sam  Rolan.  One  man 
drowned,  . 

I  have  sent  the  Cactus  down  with  orders  to  raise  lier  if  possible;  if 
Tiot,  to  procure  assistance  from  the  Norfolk  navy  yard.  As  soon  as 
further  reports  are  made  to  me  I  will  send  them  to  you. 

I  have  sent  the  General  Putnam  to  Mobjack  Bay,  it  being  reported 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  smuggling  and  blockade  running  in  those 
waters,  and  no  vessel  being  stationed  there. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eadford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  Fifth  T>ivi.iion. 

Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsibes, 
Bermuda  Hundred,  February  14,  1865 — 4:15  p.  m. 
I  have  made  a  requisition  for  20  torpedoes  that  will  stand  immersion. 
Wanted  now. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 
H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  annulling  of  a  portion  of  the  permit  to  Messrs. 
Steele,  Henry  &  Co. 

JStATY  Department,  February  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  Messrs.  Steele,  Henry  &  Co.  have  exhibited  to  the  Department 
the  permit  given  to  them  by  you— on  the  5th  instant— to  bring  stores 
to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  or  any  other  point  on  the  coast  where  the  vessels  may 
chance  to  be,  solely  for  the  use  of  the  squadron. 

The  Department  has  annulled  the  permit  so  far  as  it  authorizes  stores 
to  be  brought  to  any  point  on  the  blockaded  coast  not  opened  by  proc- 
lamation of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Through  this  whole 
war  there  has  been  an  increasing  ett'ort  of  parties  to  obtain  permits  to 
carry  stores  to  and  to  trade  with  the  vessels  engaged  in  blockade  at 
points  not  opened  by  proclamation,  and  the  Department  has  invariably 
refused  to  grant  them. 

Very  respectfully,  etc, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na,vy. 
Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Poeter, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Fort  Fisher. 
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Report  of  Kear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  forirarding  plan  of  attach 

on  Fort  Fisher. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Oape  Fear  River,  February  14,  1865. 
Sir:  I  seud   by  Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  who  goes  to 
Washington,  the  phin  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  also  the  plans 
of  Forts  Fisher  and  Caswell. 

I  aiQ,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Thornton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Iosco,  to  proceed  to  duty 
in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

February  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will,  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits,  i)roceed  to  Plymouth 
or  mouth  of  Koanoke  River,  through  the  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  report  to 
Commander  Macomb  for  duty  in  the  sounds.  When  you  arrive  you 
will  see  that  your  vessel  is  provided  with  solid  Xl-inch  shot,  and  have 
torpedo  poles  rigged  out  on  the  bow  according  to  general  orders  sent 
to  Commander  Macomb. 

Don't  start  until  this  northeasterly  and  easterly  wind  is  over,  but 
cast  loose  and  be  ready  to  go  when  the  wind  comes  out  northwest  or 
west,  or  light  winds  from  southwest. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  S.  Thornton, 

Commanding  Iosco. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.   8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  orders  for  certain  vessels  mentioned. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  February  11,  1865, 
Sir  :  You  will  send  the  Lockwood  to  Beaufort  to  take  the  place  of  the 
8hoKoJcon,  which  I  am  going  to  mount  IX-iuch  guns  on,  and  seud  her  to 
you.  You  will  give  the  enclosed  orders  to  Acting  Master  Josselyn  to 
command  the  Lilia^i,  and  put  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wetmore 
iu  command  of  the  Commodore  Hull.  Let  the  ensign  of  the  Lockwood 
take  her  to  Beaufort. 

1  have  ordered  the  Iosco,  Tacony,  Hunchback,  Ghicopee,  Martin,  and 
Agawam  to  report  to  you ;  also  the  Henry  Brinker.  If,  with  a  torpedo 
on  the  bows  of  all  of  these,  you  can  not  destroy  one  ram,  I  do  not  know 
how  it  can  be  done. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  W.  IT.  MACOMB, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.   S.  Navy,   to  Commander  Macoml, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  loyal  citizens  carrying  farm  products. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River,  February  14,  1865. 
Sir  :  Whenever  any  loyal  persons  wish  to  take  out  farm  ]n-oduce, 
you  will  allow  them  to  do  so. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds,  Neio  Berne,  N.  V. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
February  15,  1865. 


Name. 


Guns.lClaaa 


A.D.  Vance. 
Agawain  — 


Aries 

Alabama 

Atlanta 

Anemone 

Arietta 

Alberaarl*  --- 
Ben  Morgan  . 

lielle 

Berberry 

Bignonia 

Bat 

Cliicopee 


Commodore  Hull 

Ceres 

Cambridge 

CJommodore  Bariic;y  . 

Cactua 

Commodore  Morris  . 

Crusader  

Chippewa 

Commodore  I'crry  .. 

Clinton 

Charles  Pheljia  .--  . 

Cobasset 

Clematis 


Duinbartou 

Delaware 

Dawn 

Daylight 

EoiuM 

Emma 

Kutaw 

Fort  DoneLsou 

Fahkee 

Gettysburg 

(iovurnor  Biickinghinii 

General  Putnam 

Granite  (sloop) 

Glauee 

Howqiiah ... 

Huron 

HuDchbaelt 

Henry  Jirinker 

Hoyt 

Hetzel 

Hartourt 

loauo  

I.  N.  Seymour 

Kansas 

Lilian 


2 
4 
3 
'i 
10 

6 

2  ■ 
10 
7 
3 

h 


1 

3 

4 
4 
3 

8 
4 
8 

1! 

7 
13 
4 


3 

'lo'i 


Commancling  oiiicer. 


Lient.  Com.  J.  H.  Upshur  . 
Commander  A.  C.  llhind  , . 


Act.  "Vol.  Lieut.  J.  M.  Williams 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut  A.  It.  Laugthoriie 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  J.  Woodward 

Acting  Ensign  K.  C.  Borden..' 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Mel lacb 

Acting  Master  A.  Ji.'Mulford 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green 

Acting  EnHign  K.  W.  Kowntree 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  AV".  D.  Koath 


Commander  A.  D.  Harrell. 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  FoHter 

Act.  vol.  Lieut.  J .  F.  JS iokels 

Act.  "Vol.  Lieut.  G.  B.  Li\ingaton 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J.  Evans .  - . 

Acting  Master  K.G.Lee 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  P.  Hays 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  W.  Weaver. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W,  Hadden 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell 

Act.  Ensign  and  Pilot  [G.B.]  Griffin. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  E,  D.  Brunei 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  Brown 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  tiackaway  .. 

Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser 

Acting  Master  [J.  A.]  Hamilton. 


Acting  Master  <}.  W,  Froat 

Actiug  Master  F.  B.  Webb 

Lieut.  B.  H.  Lanison 

Act.  Vol.  LieutiJ.  MacDiarmid  — 

Acting  Master  H.H.  Savage 

Acting  Master  E  Boomer 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Balcb 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  0.  Selfridge , 

Lieut.  Jos.  (P.  J  Fyffo... 

Acting  Ensign  J.H.Kerens , 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twarably 

Acting  Master  [G.  li.  ]  Thompson 


Lieut.  [Chas.L.]  Franklin... 
Acting  Ensign  F.  B.  Allen .,. 
Lieut.  Com,  P.  G.  Watmcmgh. 
Acting  Master  F.  Josaelyn  .. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Hampton  Koads. 
Ordered      to      sounds, 

North  Carolina. 
Oil"  Fort  Fisher. 
Hampton  Koads. 
James  Kiver. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 
New  Berne,  N.  C: 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Cape  Fear  Kiver. 
Hampton  Uoads. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  re- 
pairing. 
Sounds,  Nortli  Carolina. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
York  River. 
T'ape  Fear  Kiver. 
James  Kiver. 

Do. 
Craney  Lsland,  Va. 
James  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  re- 
pairing. 
Noriblk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 
Jame.s  River. 
(Juard  ship  New  Inlet. 
Hampton  Koads. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Guard  ship  llntferas. 
James  River.  Va.. 
Oft"  Fort  Fislier. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Ordered  to  sounds. 

Do. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 
Ordered  to  sounds. 
1  James  River,  Va. 
I  (j'ape  Fear  Kiver. 
!  Hampton  Koads. 
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List  of  reaseh  composivg  the  North  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron,  February  15, 1SG5- 

Continuecl. 


Name. 


Guns.  Clasn. 


Commandin/j  officer. 


Lockwood 

Lilac 

Little  Ada 

Ltcnnpee , 

Mouticello 

Mauinee 

Moccaaiii 

Mackinaw 

MaBsa>soit 

Mount  Vernon 

Mattabesett 

Moutgomery 

Maratanza 

Miami 

Mendota 

Mount  Washington . . . 

M3'stic , 

Martin 

Malvern 

Montauk 

Nyack 

New  Berne  (supply 
steamer). 

Nansemond 

Osceola 

Onondaga 

Phlox 

Pequot 

Pawtuxet 

]'ontoosuc 

Poppy  

Picket  boat  No.l  jAl- 
pha). 

Picket  boat  No.  3  (Gam- 
ma). 

Picket  boat  No.  4 
(Delta).  I 

Picket  boat  No.  5 
(EpsiUm). 

Picket  boat  No.  6 
(Zeta). 

Pi(ket  launch  No.  3 

Picket  launch  No.  4 

Picket  launch  N(».  5 

Picket  launch  No.  6 

Ilhode  Island 

R.R.Cuyler 

Kenshaw  

Roman 

Release 

Republic 

Seneca 

Sant  iago  de  Cuba 

Sa muel  Rotan 

Shamrock 

Shokokon 

Spiiyten  Duyvil  (tor- 
pedo). 

Sallron 

Sassacufl 

Shawrant 

Tacony 

Unadilla 

T7nit 

Vickaburg : 

Victoria _ 

Valley  City 

Western  World 

Wilderness 

Wyalusing 

Whitehead 

Wyandotte 

William  Badger. 

Watch 

Toung  America 

Yantic 

Zouavo 


3 

2 

2 

10 

6 

;j 

10 

10 
5 

10 
G 
G 
8 

10 
I 
7 


3 
6  , 

4 
14 
4 


ActingEnsignM.  D.  Ames 

ActingEnsign  J.  A.  (Jhadwick 

Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  S.  Barnes 

Lieut.  W.  B.  Gushing 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler 

Acting  Ensign  ,/.  Brown 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont 

Commander  R.  T.  Renahaw 

Act. Vol.  Lieut.  J.  Trathen 

Commander  J.  C.  Fehiger 

Act.  A'^ol.  Lieut.  T.  C-  Dunn 

Licnt.  Com.  G.  W.  Young 

Act.  Vol.  Lient.  G.  W.  Graves 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols 

Act.  Master  and  Pihtt  11. 11.  Haynie. 

AciJng  Master  W.  Wright .^ 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall 

Ensign  [VV.  C.  1  Wi.se 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Stone 

Lieut.  Com.  L.H.  Newman , 


Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter  . 
Commander  J.  B.  M.  Clitz  . . . 
Lieut.  Com.  H.  C.  Blake 


Lieut.  Com.  I).  L.  Braine 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  G.  Temple. . . 
Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke... 
Acting  Ensign  N.  R.  Davis  . 


Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtin 

Acting  Master's*  Mat^-  W.  F.  Gragg 

Acting  Master  F.  [W.]  Mintzer 

Acting  Ensign  E.  ^I.  Boggs 


Acting  Master's  Mate  'W.  H.  Bolton  . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Chapman 

Acting  Ensign  C.  S.  Willcox 

Commander  S.  D.  Trcnchard 

(IJammander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 


Acting  Master  J.  Baker 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett.. 

Lieut.  Com.  M.  Sicard 

Capt.  O.  S.  Glissori 

Acting  Master  AV.  G.  Nutting.. 

tjommander  W.H.  Macomb 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  Huse 

Act.  Asst,  Eng.  [J.  L.]  Lay 


Acting  Ensign  11.  M.  Pishon 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  L.  Davis 

Lieut.  Com.  [J.  G.]  Walker 

Lieut.  Com.  AV.  T.  Truxtnn 

Lieut.  Com.  F.^f.  Ramsay  

Acting  Ensign  H.  I'.  Hathaway 

Acting  Master  \^^  U.  (Jrozier 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Moody 

Acting  Master  J.  A.J.  Brooks 

Acting  Ensign  E.  Herrick 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  English 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett 

Acting  Master  T.  AV.  Sheer 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop 

Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  H.  Gill^y. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris --. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes 


Present  duty  or  station  . 


Beaufort,  N,  0. 
James  River.  Va. 
Cape  Foar  River. 

Do. 
Off  New  Inlet. 
Capo  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,  North  Candina. 
Off  H^w  Inlet. 
Capo  Fear  River. 
James  River,  Va. 

Do. 

Do. 
York  River,  Va. 
Ordered  to  sounds. 
Capo  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 


Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 
James  River,  Va- 

1)0. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Capo  Fear  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

Do. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Oft'  New  Inlet.  N.C. 
Sounds,  Nonb  (Jarolina. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Beaufort.  N.C. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 
Hampton  lioads. 
York  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Ordered  to  sound.s. 
James  River,  Va. 

Do. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 
Ordered  to  sounds. 
Cape  Fenr  River. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Oti'  Now  Inlc^t. 
Sounds,  North  Candina. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Capo  Fear  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

Do 
Norfolk.  Va. 
Beaufort.  N.C. 
James  River,  Va. 

Do. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
James  River,  Va. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  general  affairs  in 
the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Bist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C,  New  Berne,  February  15,  1865. 

Admieal:  I  expect  tbe  Tacony'heve  to-morrow,  and  shall  start  for 
Plymouth  on  her  arrival,  as  the  most  important  work  in  this  district  is 
going  on  at  and  about  that  place.  I  shall  leave  instructions  with 
Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun  to  have  the  gap  in  the  Neuse  obstruc- 
tions stopped. 

Commander  Febiger  has  had  charge  of  affairs  at  Plymouth,  and  he 
writes  me  that  he  has  completed  the  chain  blockades  across  the  Koa- 
noke  and  Middle  rivers.  These  I  have  constructed  as  temporary  obstruc- 
tions until  I  could  build  the  cobwork  across  the  lioanoke  at  a  point 
above  the  upper  mouth  of  the  Middle,  and  so  shut  up  both  rivers  at 
once.  I  have  written  to  Captain  Berrien  at  Norfolk  for  a  pile  driver, 
and  he  says  he  can  lend  me  one  (I  could  not  get  one  here),  so  I  shall 
send  the  Geres  for  it  to-morrow  morning.  Commander  Febiger  also 
informs  me  that  he  has  tried  the  box  pumps  (six  of  them)  on  the  Albe- 
marle without  success.  I  had  12  more  made  here  and  sent  them  to 
Plymouth.  The  diver  states  that  he  has  stopped  the  leaks  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ram,  made  by  Cushing's  torpedo,  but  the  casemate,  which 
is  partially  submerged,  is  much  shattered  by  the  torpedo  which  the 
rebels  exploded  in  her  after  she  sank.  Mr.  Underdown,  the  head  of 
the  submarine  party,  wrote  me  yesterday  from  Norfolk,  stating  that  he 
would  get  his  steam  pump  down  on  the  11th,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  he  could  raise  the  Albemarle. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vessels  of  this  district  now  in  the  sounds: 
Shamrock,  Wyahising,  Tacony,  Valley  City,  Ceres,  Lochwood,  Commodore 
Hull,  Henry  Janes,  and  Granite,  tugs  Belle  and  Hoyt,  and  i)icket  boat 
No.  5.  The  Loci-wood  and  Commodore  Hull  are  unfit  for  service.  The 
latter  can  not  now  move  at  all.  The  Henry  Janes  and  Granite  are  sail- 
ing vessels. 

The  Ghicopee,  Whitehead,  tug  Martin,  and  the  Hetzel,  all  of  this  dis- 
trict, are  at  Norfolk  for  repairs,  the  last-named  being  worn  out  and,  I 
hear,  laid  up.  The  Whitehead  and  Martin  have  been  there  for  some 
time,  and  I  wish  you  would  order  them  back  here  again  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  shall  have  torpedoes  put  on  the  vessels'  bows  as  soon  as  I  can. 

I  wrote  to-day  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  for  the  torpedoes  as  yoa 
directed.  I  wrote  a  private  note  some  time  ago  to  Captain  Wise  ask- 
ing for  some  torpedoes  like  those  found  in  the  Roanoke  River,  which 
could  be  constructed  on  the  pattern  of  the  one  I  sent  to  Washington 
by  Lieutenant  Commander  Arnold.  The  Bureau  answered,  however, 
that  on  being  referred,  the  Department  had  decided  that  there  was  no 
more  necessity  for  the  torpedoes,  and  refused  to  authorize  their  con- 
struction. It  would  perhaps  insure  my  getting  the  torpedoes  for  the 
river,  were  you  (if  you  have  not  ah-eady  done  so)  to  write  to  the  Bureau 
on  the  subject. 

The  torpedo  boat  you  spoke  of  as  being  ordered  here  from  Norfolk 
has  not  arrived. 

In  your  letter  of  the  24th  January  you  requested  me  to  "make  a 
note  of  it"  when  the  army  destroyed  the  ram  in  the  Roanoke.  I  have 
been  waiting  patiently  ever  since  I  reported  that  the  expedition  had 
started  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  "make  the  note,"  but  I  have  waited  in 
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vain.  The  troops  left  Plymouth  and  were  landed  by  the  steamers  at 
Coleraln  on  the  Obowan  River.  Here  one  of  the  boats  got  on  the 
stumps  and  sunk.  The  troops  never  marched  a  toot  from  the  place 
they  landed,  and  only  came  back  a  few  days  ago,  having  succeeded  in 
raising  their  steamer.  "The  expedition,"  writes  Captain  Febiger, 
"  seems  to  have  resolved  itself  into  a,  cotton  and  tobacco  raid." 

In  regard  to  the  man  Lane,  I  know  nothing,  except  that  he  was 
once  before  tried  at  New  Berne  by  a  military  commission  for  contra- 
band trading,  and  was  sentenced  to  pay  a  heavy  penalty,  but  he  got 
his  trial  over  again  at  Norfolk,  where  General  Butler  was,  and  was  let 
off.  That  is  the  only  connection  that  I  know  of  between  Lane  and  Gen- 
eral Butler.  When  arrested  by  me  this  time  Lane  was  trading  under 
permits  from  the  President  (see  General  Order  No.  42,  Navy  Depart- 
ment), and  the  only  thing  that  1  found  wrong  about  him  was  that  he 
was  carrying  supplies  to  the  rebels  which  I  considered  to  be  contra- 
band of  war,  and  as  such  forbidden  by  the  general  order  above  cited. 
The  main  fault  there,  however,  was  that  Geneial  Shepley  should  per- 
mit him  to  take  such  a  cargo  into  the  rebel  country,  which  he  did,  as 
shown  by  his  signature  in  the  permits. 

Very  respt^ctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Eear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  February  16,  ISfiS. 

You  will  remain  at  the  front  in  command  of  the  James  Kiver  Division. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  William  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  .Division,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va. 


Joint  operations  in  Cape  Fear  River,  includinq  capture  of  Fort  Anderson, 

February  16-19,  1865. 

letter  from  Major-General  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regard- 
ing the  advance  of  Federal  lines. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio,  February  9,  1865. 

Sir:  Preparatory  to  operations  against  Wilmington,  I  desire  to 
advance  General  Terry's  line  so  as  to  threaten  the  enemy's  position  east 
of  Cape  Fear  River.  It  will  greatly  facilitate  the  operations  to  have 
for  a  short  time  previous  to  the  advance  a  strong  fire  from  the  gunboats 
upon  the  right  of  the  enemy's  lines,  viz,  immediately  opposite  Fort 
Anderson.  Possibly  the  effect  of  this  may  be  so  great  as  to  enable  the 
troops  to  take  possession  of  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  and  thus  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  the  proposed  operations  west  of  the  river.    The  fleet  outside  may 
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also  render  some  assistance,  though  the  fire  will  be  at  long  range  and 
inaccurate  on  account  of  the  intervening  woods.  I  would  like  to  make 
the  advance  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day  af  the  latest,  if  you  can  be 
prepared  to  cooperate  so  soon;  If  this  movement  results  in  a  decided 
success,  which  1  do  not  count  upon,  I  will  push  for  Wilmington  at  once. 
If  not,  I  will  then  be  prepared  to  transfer  troops  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  and  threaten  in  like  manner  Fort  Anderson  and  the  adjacent  line, 
preparatory  to  the  more  extended  movement  to  turn  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion.' These  initiatory  movements  can  be  made  while  I  am  getting  up 
the  rest  of  my  troops  and  materials,  and  preparing  for  au  extended 
movement,  if  that  prove  to  be  necessary.  I  hope  thus  to  save  several 
days'  time,  which  is  important.  Please  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  when 
you  can  cooperate  in  the  movement  I  propose. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.   SCHOPIELD, 

Majoi"^  General. 
Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Gape  Fear  Eiver. 


Letter  from  ReaT-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Kavy,  to  Major-General  Schofield,  TS.  S.  Army,  regard- 
ing dock  for  landing  troops. 

Gape  Fear  Eivee,  Fehrvary  JO,  1865. 
(lENERAL:  I  have  examined  the  dock  I'unning  out  from  the  place 
spoken  *of  this  morning  and  find  that  troops  can  be  easily  landed  tliere 
at  half  or  full  tide;  at  low  water  a  boat  can  not  get  within  60  yards  of 
it,  and  the  men  would  have  to  wade  through  the  mud.  "  The  wharf  is 
about  350  feet  long,  a  strong,  substantial  work,  with  one  plank  running 
all  the  way  along  through  the  center;  only  one  man  can  go  at  a  time. 
It  wants  about  700  feet  of  plank  to  be  put  on  each  side  of  the  center 
piece  to  make  it  complete.  Twenty  men  would  fix  it  in  a  couple  of 
hours. 

There  will  be  a  good  tide  there  to-night,  and  boats  will  be  able  to  go 
to  the  dock  up  to  12  o'clock,  midnight;  to-morrow  night,  an  hour  later. 
I  think  we  can  get  all  the  men  landed  there  by  the  time  you  want  them 
by  commencing  a  little  after  sunset. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Major-General  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Gomdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Federal  Point,  K.  C. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  IT,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  in  view  of  pro- 
posed cooperative  movement  against  the  enemy  in  Cape  Fear  Eiver. 

Cape  Fear  River,  Fehmary  iO,  isno. 
Sir:  The  army  expect  to  make  a  move  along  the  beach  to  try  and 
turn  the  enemy's  left  flank.  The  enemy  are  intrenched  2  or  3  miles 
below  the  Half  Moon  battery  at  the  beginning  of  that  long  bayou.  The 
object  will  be  to  get  the  gunboats  in  the  rear  of  their  intrenchineiits  and 
cover  the  advance  of  our  troops.  When  our  troops  are  coming  up,  the 
gunboats  will  run  close  in  and  shell  the  enemy  in  front  of  them,  so  as 
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to  enable  the  troops  to  turn  their  flanks,  if  possible.  The  intrench- 
ments  are  about  800  yards  from  the  beach  and  you  will  make  your  ele- 
vations accordingly.  As  the  army  come  up,  your  lire  will  have  to  be 
very  rapid,  taking  care  not  to  tire  into  our  own  men.  Go  down  and 
reconnoiter  from  aloft,  so  that  you  will  be  sure  of  the  enemy's  position, 
then  send  for  all  the  captains  and  let  them  understand  it.  Put  your- 
self in  full  communication  with  the  general  commanding  on  shore,  and 
conform  in  all  things  to  his  wishes.  Make  your  arrangements  complete, 
so  that  there  will  be  no  failure. 

•     Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Eear-Admirdl. 
Commander  H.  Kolando, 

Conuh),  Keystone  State  and  Senior  Naval  Officer,  off  New  Inlet. 

These  operations  will  take  i)lace  to-morrow. 


General  order  of  Kear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  giving  instructions  for  operations  against 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

General  Orders, 
ISIo.  15. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S^Flaf/sMj}  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River,  February  JO,  1865. 

The  following  orders  will  be  observed  in  going  up  the  river  and  in  the 
operations  that  will  be  carried  on  against  Wilmington : 

All  the  vessels  will  come  up  their  forestays,  and  have  everything 
clear  for  firing  over  the  bows  and  directly  ahead;  all  netting  work  and 
stanchion  frames  will  be  taken  down.  In  commencing  operations 
against  a  fort,  it  is  intended  to  commence  at  long  range  and  throw  in  a 
quick  fire  (after  the  proper  elevation  is  obtained),  while  the  monitor  is 
getting  a  close  position  where  she  can  fire  effectively.  As  the  guns  of 
the  enemy  slacken  their  fire,  the  vessels  will  be  ordered  by  signal  to 
move  up  "close  to  a  point  designated,  whBn  they  will  anchor  or  stop,  as 
the  signal  may  direct.  While  going  up,  the  distance  moved  must  be 
calculated  and  the  direction  of  the  guns  altered  accordingly.  When  it 
is  no  longer  possible  to  fire  over  the  bow  with  effect,  I  shall  (at  the 
proper  time)  direct  the  headmost  vessels  to  push  up  within  grape  and 
canister  distance.  When  this  order  is  given,  the  vessels  designated 
will  push  on,  but  not  anchor  until  ordered.  No  vessel  will  pass  the 
southern  face  of  the  fort,  but  keep  200  yards  this  side  of  it;  nor  will 
anyone  go  within  300  yards  of  the  docks  near  the  fort,  as  there  the  reb- 
els have  three  torpedoes  and  obstructions.  When  vessels  do  get  within 
grapeshot  distance,  they  will  use  grape  and  canister  from  their  broad- 
side gnns  and  howitzers  and  shell  or  shnipnel  from  the  pivot  guns  or 
30  pounder  Parvotts.  The  guns  of  the  enemy  must  be  the  objects  fired 
at,  and  the  grape  and  canister  are  only  to  be  used  when  the  enemy  are 
firing  at  us,  unless  the  sharpshooters  sliould  fire  on  the  vessels,  in  which 
case  carefully  cut  shrapnel  will  be  the  best  thing  to  burst  right  over  the 
parapet.  The  vessels  will  move  up  in  the  following  order:  Osceola, 
Pau-tuxet,  Macldnaiv,  Pontoosuc,  Iosco,  Sassacus,  Lenapee,  Maratanza, 
Yantic,  Pequot,  Shaicmut,  Nyaclc,  UnadiUa,  Chippewa,  Huron,  Seneca. 

There  will  be  two  orders  of  attack ;  the  first  order  will  be  line  abreast, 
where  as  many  vessels  as  can  anchor  close  abreast  of  each  other  will  do 
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SO.    This  applies  to  double-euders.    Order  No.  2  is  forming  line,  as  per 
diagram, 


No.l. 


Xo.  2. 

the  leading  vessel  on  the  right,  and  the  others  coming  up  and  anchor- 
ing so  that  their  bow  will  he  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  stern  of  the  ves- 
sel ahead.  This  will  enable  a  few  more  vessels  to  fire  ahead  in  the 
narrow  channel.  Every  vessel  will  haveastout  hawser  and  heavy  kedge 
ready  to  run  out,  and  anchor  head  and  stern,  so  that  the  vessel  will  not 
swing  when  the  tide  turns,  as  they  must  be  kept  bow  on  all  the 'time. 
When  the  pivot  guns  can  be  used  out  of  their  own  ports  it  must  be 
done,  and  direct  firing  commence.  Commanders  are  directed  to  watch 
the  flagship  closely  for  signals. 

Boats  will  be  kept  in  leadiness,  with  grapnels  to  drag  for  torpedoes, 
and  also  ready  to  pick  up  the  crew  of  any  vessel  that  might  be 
blown  up. 

The  enemy  have  shifted  their  flagstaff.  Do  not  fire  at  that,  but  only 
at  the  \s^orks  and  guns. 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Gommandiny  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Special  order  of  Hajor-General  Schofield,  IT.  S.  Army,  regarding  movements  of  troops. 

Special  Orders,  ^  Hdqes.  Dbpt.  or  North  Carolina, 

>         Army  of  the  Ohio,  Federal  Point,  N.  C, 
No.  3.  )  February  12,  1865. 

I.  The  following  movement  will  be  made  with  a  view  to  turn  the 
enemy's  position  east  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver  and  open  the  way  to  Wil- 
mington : 

One  brigade  of  General  Ames'  division  of  General  Terry's  corps  will 
embark  on  light  draft  steamers  at  the  Federal  Point  wharf  and  move 
outside  to  a  point  on  the  beach  about  2  miles  south  of  Masonboro  Inlet, 
where  the  troops  will  land.  The  remainder  of  General  Ames'  division 
and  General  [J.  D.]  Cox's  division,  of  the  Twenty  third  Corps,  will 
march  along  the  sea  beach  to  the  point  of  lauding. 

The  pontoons,  thirty  in  number,  and  about  the  same  number  of  navy 
boats,  will  be  towed  by  the  steamers  to  the  place  of  landing,  where 
they  will  be  landed  and  hauled  across  the  beach  into  Masonboro 
Sound.  This  being  accomplished,  the  troops  will  cross  in  the  small 
boats  to  the  mainland. 

The  portion  of  the  expedition  which  moves  by  sea  is  placed  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier-General  Comstock,  whose  orders 
will  be  strictly  obeyed  by  all.  The  commanding  general  will  accompany 
the  main  body  of  the  troops  and  will  give  orders  for  movements  against 
the  enemy  after  a  landing  is  effected.  The  boats  will  all  be  at  the 
wharf  at  4  o'clock  this  p.  m.  and  report  to  General  Comstock  for  orders. 
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The  troops  to  move  by  boat  will  report  at  the  wharf  at  dark.  The 
main  body  of  the  troops  will  march  as  soon  as  it  is  dark  euough  to  con- 
ceal their  movements  from  the  enemy.  ^ 

The  utmost  silence  must  be  preserved  by  the  troops  during  the 
movement,  and  on  no  account  will  fires  be  made  or  lights  exhibited 
eitlier  on  the  boats  or  ashore  by  which  the  enemy  might  detect  the 
movements.    "N"o  straggling  must  be  permitted! 

The  men  will  be  supplied  with  three  days'  rations  and  as  much 
ammunition  as  they  can  carry  on  their  persons.  The  officers  should 
also  carry  with  them  three  days'  rations. 

General  Terry,  with  the  portion  of  his  troops  not  included  in  this 
expedition,  will  press  the  enemy  closely,  commencing  at  daylight  in  the 
morning,  and  will  follow  him  vigorously  if  he  gives  way,  or  attack  him 
if  he  weakens  his  line  so  much  as  to  justify  it. 

The  troops  will  carry  with  them  a  good  supply  of  intrenching  tools. 

By  command  of  MajorGeneral  Schofleld : 

J.  A.  Campbell, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Letter  from  Hajar-GeneTal  Schofleld,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard- 
ing measures  of  cooperation. 

Headqttartees  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

February  12, 1865. 
Admiral:  If  the  wind  continue  favorable,  1  intend  to  turn  the 
enemy's  position  to-night  by  crossing  Masouboro  Sound  about  2  miles 
below  the  inlet.  I  propose  to  send  a  brigade  of  troops  outside  in  small 
steamers  with. my  pontoon  boats  and  such  small  boats  as  you  can  fur- 
nish me.  Let  them  land  and  haul  the  boats  over  the  beach  into,  the 
sound,  and  thus  cross  to  the  mainland.  The  main  portion  of  the  troops 
will  march  up  the  beach  to  the  point  of  crossing. 

I  would  like  about  thirty  boats  from  the  navy,  with  strong  crews ; 
also  the  steam  tug  Wilderness,  with  the  pilot  who  went  with  General 
Comstock  yesterday.  It  is  also  important  to  have  a  strong  naval 
force  outside  to  cover  the  landing. 

I  would  like  to  have  the  boats  report  to  General  Comstock  at  the 
wharf  at  4  o'clock  this  p.  m.  The  men  should  be  provisioned  with  two 
or  three  days'  rations. 

Very  respectfully,  -your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Schofield, 

Major- General. 
Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  J5.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  XT.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
measures  of  cooperation  with  the  army. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  Sunday,  February  12,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  get  all  the  gunboats  outside  together,  and  when  the 
army  is  ready  and  comes  out  in  the  transports,  you  will  proceed  on 
with  them  and  place  your  vessels  above  them  to  cover  the  landing  and 
enfilade  the  place  back  when  the  troops  go  in. 
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Under  no  circumstances  fire  over  the  troops.  One  of  your  shells  yes- 
terday came  near  killing  General  Terry  and  staff,  and  as  the  fuzes  of 
1862  are  not  to  be  relied  on,  do  not  use  theiB  if  you  can  help  it.  You 
will  have  all  your  boats  ready  to  land  the  troops,  but  do  not  let  the 
sailors  carry  any  arms.  If  the  sailors  are  retiuired  on  shore  to  assist  in 
manning  the  boats  when  they  are  taken  into  the  sound,  see  that  the 
men  have  their  pea  jackets  and  salt  pork  and  bread  enough  to  last  tliem 
for  three  days. 

Do  whatever  the  general  requires  of  you,  and  keep  your  vessels  close 
in,  so  that  you  can  communicate  easily.  You  will  lie  (supposing  you 
are  300  yards  from  the  beach)  exactly  1  f  miles  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
or  forces  on  the  opposite  side  of  Myrtle  Sound,  [North  Carolina],  and  you 
must  elevate  your  guns  and  time  your  fuzes  accordingly. 

There  will  be  no  enemy  on  the  beach.  There  the  troops  want  no  cov- 
ering, but  the' enemy  will  be  across  the  sound. 

Keep  near  the  general  or  with  him  while  on  the  water,  so  that  yon 
can  act  in  accordance  with  his  desires. 

You  will  get  all  the  vessels  outside  together,  and  have  a  proper  under- 
standing with  the  commanders  regarding  what  is  reciuired  of  them. 

Do  not  let  any  of  the  gunboats  show  any  lights  going  down  to-night. 

Leave  one  good  gunboat  to  cover  our  troops. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVm    D.  POETEE, 

Kear-Admiral. 
Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  designating  vessels  to  assist  in  moving  troops. 

Pebrttaey  13,  1805. 
The  tugs  Nansemond,  Eolus,  Wildernefm,  and  Moccasin  will  report 
without  delay  at  the  wharf  near  Fort  Buchanan  to  General  Schofield, 
or  the  army  officer  in  command,  to  take  on  board  such  tro()])s  as  may 
be  there  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  military  commander. 

David  D.  roKTER, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  U.S.  Navy,  giving 
instructions  for  the  gunboats. 

Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  Federal  Point,  N.  C,  February  11,  18(15. 
Admiral:  The  movement  ordered  on  the  12th  will  be  made  to-night, 
except  that  the  pontoon  boats  will  be  hauled  on  wagons.    Please  order 
the  gunboats  outside  to  be  ready  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  sonnd  at 
daylight  in  the  morning,  and  to  land  their  small  boats  at  the  point  of 
crossing  about  midnight,  if  the  weather  will  permit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Schofield, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 
Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


NORTH   ATLANTIC   BLOCKADING   SQUA.DRON.  29 

Instructions  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  V,  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Cape  Fear  River,  February  14,  1865. 

Sir:*  The  army  will  make-  its  movemeut  by  the  beach,  and  will  be 
near  Masouboro  Inlet  by  daylight. 

You  will  take  all  your  vessels  excepting  oue  gunboat,  which  you  will 
leave  to  protect  General  Terry's  flank,  to  the  above-named  point,  and 
be  ready  to  cover  the  troops  as  they  cross  over  Myrtle  Sound. 

You  must  be  at  that  point  before  daylight,  so  that  the  troops  will  not 
have  to  wait  for  you. 

One  of  your  vessels  will  keep  along  with  the  troops  near  the  beach, 
with  the  signal  officer  on  board  to  communicate  with  the  general,  so 
that  he  can  inform  you  at  any  time  of'  his  wishes  iu  relation  to  your 
movements.  If  the  army  wishes  the  use  of  your  boats,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible to  get  'them  on  shore,  which  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  with  this 
breeze,  give  it  every  aid  and  assistance. 

It  may  be  possible  to  get  some  of  your  best  and  lightest  surf  boats 
on  shore,  and,  as  it  is  not  necessary  for  them  to  come  back  again,  you 
might  possibly  be  enabled  to  succeed. 

That,  however,  dej)ends  on  the  weather,  about  which,  inside  here,  I 
can  tell  nothing. 

I  send  you  the  general's  telegram,  which  will  explain  to  you  what 
he  desires.    Attend  to  his  wishes. 

Masonboro  Inlet  is  about  10  miles  from  here,  and  you  must  allow 
])lenty  of  timtfto  get  there.  Do  not  be  out  of  the  way  a  minute.  Remem- 
ber not  to  fire  over  the  troops,  but  get  above  and  lire  nhead  of  them  in 
case  you  are  attacked.  Watch  the  army  signal  officer  ashore,  so  that 
you  can  stop  firing  when  told  to. 

After  the  army  has  landed  successfully,  and  the  services  of  all  the 
vessels  are  no  longer  needed  there,  send  two  of  them  down  to  cover 
General  Terry's  troops,  in  case  they  should  advance. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 

Commander  H.  Eolando, 

Gontmanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  IStatc. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding 
the  danger  of  water  cooperation. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  14,  1S65. 

General:  Your  letter  has  been  received.  1  am  sorry  to  say  I  fear 
you  will  meet  with  disappointment  iu  lauding  on  the  outside.  The 
wind  is  northeast — one  of  the  worst  winds  for  making  a  surf  on  the 
beach — and  I  doubt  if  any  boat  could  possibly  land  there  without  risk- 
ing the  loss  of  all  on  board.  Even  with  wind  at  the  north,  the  sea 
begins  to  set  in,  and  the  beach  is  never  smooth  enough  to  land  in  a  boat 
unless  it  is  directly  oft'  the  land. 

You  might  send  oue  of  our  small  vessels  now  with  you  down  to  exam- 
ine the  place,  and  you  would  feel  better  satisfied;  but  lam  pretty  sure 
that  if  you  depend  to-night  on  the  water  cooperation  you  will  be  disap- 
pointed and  your  plans  be  defeated. 
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The  gunboats  outside  are  directed  to  move  when  you  do,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  your  orders.  If  you  conclude  to  make  no  movement  by  water, 
will  you  please  let  me  know?  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Major-General  J.  M.  Sohofield, 

Vomdg,  JJept.  of  North  Carolina,  Federal  Point,  N.  G. 


[Telegram.] 

Federal  Point,  North  Carolina, 

February  14,  1865— 3:30  p.  m. 
Our  pilots  say  it  is  too  rough  on  the  bar  to  take  the  small  steamers 
across  how.    1  will  send  orders  to  the  vessels  outside  to  do" as  you  have 

wished. 

D.  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Major-General  Schofield. 


Order  of  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  tl.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bolando,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
dispatcli  from  Uajor-GeneTal  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Gape  Fear  River,  February  14,  18()5. 
Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  telegram  just  received  from  General  Schoheld, 
which  I  wish  you  to  have  carried  out  strictly, 
liespectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  H.  Eolando, 

Commanding  Keystone  State. 

[EncloBurc. — Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  Federal  Point,  N.  G.,  February  15,1865. 
1  failed  to  get  my  boats  up  the  beach,  and  shall  return  to  the  original 
plan.    1  would  like  to  use  your  tugs  to  carry  troops  across  the  river 
to  morrow. 

j;  M.  Schofield, 

Major-General. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  !3.  Navy,  to  Hajor-General  Schofield,  U.S.  Army,  requesting 

instructions  regarding  tugs. 

February  16,  1805. 
General:  The  tugs  are  directed  to  remain  at  your  orders  as  long  as 
you  require  them.    Do  yon  mean  to  land  on  the  west  bank?    If  so,  I 
will  have  all  the  small  boats  ready  to-tahe  the  troops  off.     Will  you 
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please  let  me  know  at  what  time  you  want  the  small  boats  to  be  ready, 
and  they  will  be  there.  All  the  tugs  are  now  near  your  vessel.  I  am 
going  to  send  them  to  Western  Bar  to  help  get  the  troops  ott'  of  a 
transport  outside. 

Whatever  you  wish  done,  please  notify  me.  Two  or  three  tugs  might 
get  the  troops  off  the  transport  before  "dark.  1  think  there  are  about 
a  thousand. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 
Major-Geueral  J.  M.  Schopield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


Heport  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  U.  S.  Davy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  V.  S.  S.  Pequot. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
Gape  Fear  Eiver,  North  Carolina,  February  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  signal,  this  afternoon  I  got 
underway  and  steamed  up  the  river  to  the  attack  of  Fort  Anderson. 

A  few  minutes  after  the  vessel  took  position  she  was  struck  by  a  solid 
shot,  wounding  5  of  the  crew,  as  follows: 
William  Brian,  quartermaster,  mortally;  has  died  of  iiis  wounds. 
Jer.  Lyons,  quartermaster,  seriously ;  amputation  of  left  arm. 
Carl  Poelstrom,   ordinary   seaman,  seriously;    amputation  of  foot 
necessary.    . 
Thomas  Donelly,  landsman,  slightly. 
Edrick  Hague,  first-class  boy,  slightly. 
The  following  is  the  list  of  ammunition  expended : 
Nineteen  charges  150  pounder  rifle,  16  pound;  19  percussion  shell, 
1-50  pounder  ritle;  16  charges  30  pounder  rifle,  3^-pound;  16  percussion 
shell,  30-pound  er  ritie. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to   Lieutenant-Commander  Young,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
assigning  his  position  for  the  attack. 

Cape  Fear  Eiver,  February  18,  1805. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  and  get  in  line  with  the  other  vessels; 
anchor  your  vessel  head  and  stern,  with  bow  gun  pointed  at  the  fort. 
Do  not  tire  a  gun  until  you  report  your  vessel  by  signal,  anchored 
as  1  direct,  and  do  not  open  fire  until  I  direct. 

Twice  in  this  river  have  I  been  compelled  to  withdraw  you  from 
action  for  inattention  to  my  orders  and  not  placing  your  vessel  where 
slie  ought  to  be.  You  have  another  opportunity  to  remove  the  impres- 
sion made  on  my  mind. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young, 

Comdg.  U.  IS.  IS.  Maratanza,  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  North  Carolina. 
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Beport  of  Liautenant-Commander  Potter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Chippnwa. 

I?.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 
Gape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  18,  18(15. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  board  tliis  vessel  iu  the  engasement  of 
today,  "William  Wilsou,  1st  (captain  of  forecastle),  was  killed,  and 
Daniel   Lund   (ordinary   seaman),   wounded  in  left  arm    (arm  since 
amputated). 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Potjeb, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa 

llear-Admiral  David  D.  Tortee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron] 

U.  is.  Flagship  Malver7i,  Cape  Fear  liiver. 


Keport  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Stone,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disabling  of  gtms  in  Tort 

Anderson. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Montauk, 
Off  Fort  Anderson,  February  18,  1865. 
Sib  :  Colonel  f  Ovlando  H.]  Moore's  note  to  you  has  just  been  received 
and  contents  noted.  As  the  picket  boats  api)ear  to  have  orders  to 
report  to  me,  I  shall  have  the  river  thoroughly  dragged  up  to  some 
buoys  i  have  perceived  about  500  yards  above  ine.  They  were  not 
visible  yesterday,  and  I  doubt  not  they  were  laid  by  the  rebels. 

I  feel  confident  tliat  the  Sassacus  disabled  the  gun  at  the  right  angle 
of  the  fort,  w-hich  I  call  No.  1,  and  I  am  e(|ually  certain  that  Acting- 
Master  Crowninshield,  of  this  vessel,  i^erfoi'med  the  same  service  to  the 
next  gun,  which  1  call  No.  2.  There  remains  but  one  gun  to  disable, 
which  points  down  the  river.  I  will  do  my  best  to  render  it  u.seless  by 
8  a.  m.  tomorrow. 
There  are  no  ritie  pits  in  the  open  sjjace  iu  front  of  the  fort. 
If  the  gunboats  lying  near  you  fire  to-morrow  trom  their  present 
position,  they  should  be  cautioned  not  to  put  their  shells  into  the 
woods,  as  they  to-day  drove  back  our  advance  pickets  by  their  shells 
falling  short. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Stone, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  IS.  Navy. 

Hear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Extracts  from  journal  of  Commander  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S,  Uackinaw. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Cape  Fear  Kiver,  North  Carolina,  February  11,  1805. 
Saturday. — Wind  westward,  1 ;  weather,  b.  Let  go  forestay,  rigged 
in  anchor  davits,  and  got  ready  to  use  Xl-inch  gun  over  bow.  At  8 
[a.  m.]  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river.  Cleared  ship  for  action. 
Commenced  shelling  the  rebels  on  east  bank  of  river;  fired  24  rounds 
from  Xlinch.    Fort  Anderson  opened  on  us  from  west  side.    At  10: 20 
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steamed  down  to  our  ]<ositiou.  At  11,  Montauk  steamed  up  and  opened 
tire  on  Fort  Anderson.  We  steamed  up  and  opened  lire  on  the  fort  with 
our  Xl-inch,  tiring  63  rounds,  fort  replying.  At  2  ]).  m.,  having 
expended  all  of  our  Xl-inch  ammunition,  we  dropped  down  to  our  sta 
tion  and  anchored.  We  were  hit  twice  by  Whitworth  bolts;  once 
through  smoke  pipe  and  once  in.  main  gaft'.  At  3:20  got  underway 
and  steamed  down  river  to  ammunition  vessel  Iteceived  a  (juautity  of 
Xl-inch  ammunition  and  proceeded  up  the  river  to  our  position  and 
anchored. 


U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Gape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  18,  1865. 
Saiurflay.—Wiuil  northward  and  westward,  2 ;  weather,  b.  c.  At  8 :  10 
[a.  m.]  got  underway  and  steamed  up  to  within  1^  miles  of  Fort  Ander- 
son. Moored  ship  ahead  and  astern  and  opened  fire  on  tlie  fort  with 
Xl-inch  pivot;  Cred  80  rounds.  At  9:30  admiral  signaled  to  us,  7531. 
At  12:  30  [p.m.]  got  underway  and  steamed  up  toward  the  fort  and 
came  to  anchor.  Opened  fire  on  the  fort  with  our  IX-incli  guns,  doing 
splendid  execution,  the  fort  occasionally  replying.  One  shot  struck 
us  below  the  water  line  on  port  side,  iuHicting  no  damage.  At  G  ceased 
firing,  excepting  once  every  five  minutes.    Sent  boat  on  picket. 


U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  19,  1865. 
Sunday. — Wind  northward  and  eastward,  1;  weather,  b.  c.  f.  lie- 
ceived  from  Wilderness  100  IX-inch  shell  and  4,000  pounds  powder. 
Supplied  the  Sassaciis  with  40  IX-inch  shell  and  40ii  pounds  powder. 
At  6  a.  m.  fired  one  shot  at  the  tort,  when  a  white  Hag  was  displayed, 
and  we  found  that  our  forces  were  in  possession,  the  enemy  having 
evacuated  during  the  night.  Flagship  got  underway  and  steamed  up 
the  river,  making  signal  to  us  to  follow.  Got  underu  ay  and  steamed  up 
the  river  and  came  to  anchor  ofi  Fort  Anderson.  Sent  boats  to  diag  tor 
torpedoes;  seut  to  the  Nansemond  for  fresh  provisions.  At  12: 40  [p.m.  J 
got  underway  and  i>roceeded  up  to  Campbell  Island;  came  to  anchor 
and  sent  boats  to  land  troops.  Sent  to  Montaul:  a  boat,  which  was 
returned  in  the  night,  deceived  from  Maratanza  a  quantity  of  Xl-inch 
ammunition. 


Beport  of  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Anderson. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  19,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  surrender  or  evacuation  of  Fort 
Anderson.    General  Schofield  advanced  from  Smith  ville  with  8,000  men 
on  the  17th.    At  the  same  time  I  attacked  the  works  by  water,  placing 
the  monitor  Montauk  close  to  the  works  and  enfilading  them  with  the 
Pawtuxet,  Lenapee,  Unadilla,  and  Fequot,  the  tide  and  wind  not  allow- 
'ing  more  vessels  to  get  under  fire.    The  fort  answered  pretty  briskly, 
but  quieted  down  by  sunset. 

On  the  18th  at  8  o'clock  moved  up  closer,  with  the  monitor  leading, 
followed  by  Mackinaw,  Huron,  ISassa'cus,  Pontoosuc,  Maratanza,  Lenapee, 
Unadilla,  Pawtuxet,  Osceola,  Shawmut,  tSeneca,  Nyavk,  Chippewa,  and, 
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Little  Ada,  and  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  tlirougli  the  day  until  late  in  the 
afternoon.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  wileuced  by  3  o'clock,  though 
we  kei)t  up  a  tire  until  dark.  We  also  fireck  through  the  night.  In  the 
meantime  General  Schofield  was  working  round  to  get  in  the  rear  ot 
the  rebels  and  cut  them  oft'.  The  latter  did  not  wait  for  the  army  to 
surround  them,  but  left  in  the  night,  taking  five  or  six  pieces  of  light 
artillery  with  them  and  everything  of  any  value. 

At  daylight  this  morning  souie  of  our  troops  that  were  near  by  went 
in  and  hoisted  the  flag  on  the  ramparts,  when  the  firing  from  the  mon 
itor  ceased.  There  were,ten  heavy  guns  in  Fort  Anderson  and  a  quan- 
tity of  ammunition. 

We  lost  but  3  killed  and  4  wounded. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Uear-Admiral. 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

/Secretory  of  the  Navy,  Wanhiwjton,  J>.  G. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris,  IT.  S.  Navy,  com- 
manding U.  S.  S.  Yantic,  to  take  position  to  cover  Fort  Anderson. 

February  liO,  1865. 
Sir:  As  your  vessel  has  no  long  guns,  and  as  only  long  guns  can  be 
used  to  advantage,  you  will  drop  down  and  lie  abreast  of  Fort  A'nder- 
son  and  cover  that  place.  In  case  all  the  soldiers  leave  there,  bring 
away  the  rammers  and  sponges,  and  if  necessary  spiice  the  guns  tempo- 
rarily. While  there,  hutit  around  and  ascertain  if  there  are  any 
obstructions,  and  place  a  spar  buoy  on  them;  also  hunt  for  torpedoes. 
ItespectfuUy,  etc., 

Daviu  I).  Porter, 

Hear-Admiral. 

ljieutenaut-(Jommander  T.  (J.  Harris, 

ComnianditKj  Yantic. 


Unofficial  letter  of  Commander  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc,  to  Acting 
Eear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  Cape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  8.  PONTOOSUC, 
Four  Miles  Beloir  Wilmiiif/toii,  February  ~^i,  i(S6'.;. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  reached  me  yesterday, 
and  found  me  leading  the  squadron  u\)  the  river,  after  having  got 
through  a  nice  little  fight  at  Fort  Anderson.  Since  then  we  have  had 
three  days  more  of  it.  The  rebs  stand  up  to  their  work  manfully;  but 
we  are  too  much  for  them,  and  hoi»c  to  drive  tliem  out  of  Wilmington 
before  many  days.  Porter  built  a  bogus  monitor  out  of  an  old  scow 
and  some  canvas  and  barrel  staves,  and  sent  it  majestically  past  Fort 
Anderson  at  midni};ht  on  the  flood  tide.  Johnny  lleb  let  off  his  torpe- 
does without  effect  on  it,  and  the  old  thing  sailed  across  the  river  and 
grounded  in  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  eastern  bank, 
whereupon  they  fell  back  in  the  night.  Slie  now  occupies  the  most 
advanced  po.sition  of  the  line,  and  Battery  Lee  has  been  banging  away 
at  her,  and  probably  wondering  why  slie  does  not  answer.     Last  night, 
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after  half  a,  day's  fighting,  the  rebs  sent  down  about  30  torpedoes; 
but  although  "Old  Bogey"  took  no  notice  of  them,  they  kept  the  rest  of 
us  pretty  lively  so  long  as  the  ebb  tide  ran.  ^ 

*  *  ^  V  *  #  * 

Please  give  my  warmest  regards  to  your  family,  and  believe  me, 
Sincerely,  yours, 

Wm.  G.  Temple. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Stone,  XT.  S,  Navy,  tranemit- 
•ting  copy  o(  commendatory  letter  from  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  JJepartmbnt,  March  9,  18H5. 
Sir:  With  great  gratification  the  Department  transmits  herewith 
copy  of  a  communication  from  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  testifying 
to  your  zeal  and  gallantry  whilst  in  command  of  the  Montaulc  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Anderson,  N.  C. 
Very  respectfully, 

(t.  Welles, 
ISevretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Gonnnander  Edwakd  E.  Stone, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montaiik,  near  Wilmington,  N.  G. 

[EiicloHUn-. ) 

NoETH  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  H.  Flagship  Mai  rem,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  24,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  be^  leave  to  bring  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Department 
Lieuteuant-Gominauder  E.  E.  Stone,  commanding  the  monitor  Montaul;. 
The  oflticer  has  manifested  proper  zeal  and  spirit  and  been  ready  at 
all  times  to  go  into  action. 

When  ordered  to  attack  Fort  Anderson  he  did  it  handsomely;  laid 
within  1,000  yards  with  the  fire  of  the  fort  concentrated  on  him  for 
over  thirty-six  hours  and  convinced  the  rebels  that  no  work  could  be 
held  where  a  monitor  or  monitors  were  brought  against  it. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Stone,  and  am 
sure  he  will  give  a  good  account  of  himself  hereafter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter. 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  ('. 


At)stract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nyack,  Lieutenant-Commander  Newman,  U.  S.  Navy. 

February  18,  1803. — From  8  a.  m.  to  meridian :  A  portion  of  the  fleet 
stood  up  the  [Cape  Fear]  Eiver  and  engaged  the  rebel  works  at  Fort 
Anderson.  At  12  meridian  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal  and 
proceeded  up  the  river.  At  12:15  p.  m.  spoke  the  flagship,  called  all 
hands  to  quarters,  manned  the  port  battery.  At  12 :  ,50  came  to  anchor 
with  a  spring  on  the  port  anchor.  At  12 :  40  commenced  firing  at  Fort 
Anderson.  At  2  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  a  one-gun  battery  at 
Sugar  Loaf.  Brought  battery  to  bear  on  it,  and  at  i  p.  m.  enemy  ceased 
firing  from  Sugar  Loaf.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.,  continued  firing  at  Fort 
Anderson.  At  5  p.  m.,  tide  having  turned,  hove  up  anchor  and  kedge 
and  shifted  our  position  into  deeper  water,  and  resumed  firing  as  our 
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guns  would  bear.  At  6:30  ceased  liribg.  Expended  during  the 
engagement,  63  30-pounder  charges,  38  inO-pounder  charges,  26  IX-inch, 
27  12-pounder  rifle.  s 

February  19.— At  daylight  saw  our  flag  hoisted  over  Fort  Anderson 
and  our  land  forces  near  it.  Sent  first  and  second  cutters  to  drag  for 
torpedoes.  At  1:15  p.  m.  took  our  position  in  line  and  stood  up  the 
river  [Cape  Fear].  At  2 :  20  came  to  anchor  7  miles  above  Fort  Ander- 
son. At  9  p.  m.  sent  first  and  second  cutter  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hopkins 
to  land  troops. 

February  21. — At  3 :  30  p,  m.  sent  launch  and  second  cutter  to  flag  and 
duty  in  charge  of  Mr.  Jordan.  At  4 ;  20  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  stood 
up  the  river;  came  to  anchor  near  the  flagship.  At  5:10  went  to  quar- 
ters and  manned  the  port  battery,  a  portion  of  the  fleet  being  engaged 
with  Fort  Strong.  At  7 :  20  sent  the  first  cutter  in  charge  of  Mr.  Colby 
for  duty  up  the  river. 

February  22. — At  5:45  a.  m.  first  cutter  returned  iu  charge  of  Mr. 
Colby.  At  10 :  30  a.  m.  flag  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river.  Fort 
Strong  apparently  evacuated.  At  5 :  35  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Cape 
Fear  Eiver,  opposite  city  of  Wilmington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Yantio,  Lieatenant-Commander  Harris,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

February  13,  1865. — At  10 :  30  p.  m.  the  Quaker  monitor  was  anchored 
near  us  and  placed  under  charge  of  the  captain,  by  order  of  the  admiral. 

Febrmary  18. — Several  of  the  fleet  mov*d  up  the  river  and  engaged 
Fort  Anderson.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  Nyack  steamed  up  to  the  fleet. 
The  fleet  engaging  Fort  Anderson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  fleet  engaging 
Fort  Anderson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  the  ironclad  Montaulc  firing  occa- 
sionally at  Fort  Anderson.  From  8  to  midnight  the  Montaulc  firing 
occasionally  at  Fort  Anderson, 

February  19. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  the  fleet  firing  at  Fort 
Anderson  at  intervals  of  twenty  minutes.  At  daylight  discovered  that 
Fort  Anderson  had  been  evacuated  by  the  enemy  during  the  night  and 
occupied  by  our  troops.  At  7  the  fleet  moved  up  the  river  abreast  of 
the  fort.  Got  underway  and  steamed  up  the  river.  At  8:30  a.m. 
came  to  anchor  with  fleet  off  Fort  Anderson.  At  8: 35  sent  launch  to 
drag  for  torpedoes.    At  3  launch  returned. 

February  20. — At  8  a.  m.  sent  second  launcli  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  Dederer  to  assist  in  landing  troops.  At  4 :  30  ship  swung  to  the 
ebb.  The  fleet  engaging  the  enemy's  batteries  up  the  river.  From 
6  to  8  p.  m.,  the  fleet  firing  occasionally  at  the  enemy's  batteries  up  the 
river. 

February  21. — Off  Fort  Anderson,  Cape  Fear  River,  the  fleet  engag- 
ing the  batteries  up  the  river. 

FebriMry  22. — At  daylight  Wilmington  was  occupied  by  our  troops, 
the  enemy  having  evacuated  the  city  and  barrier  forts  during  the  night. 
The  fleet  moved  up  and  anchored  off  Wilmington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Shawmut,  Lieutenant-Cammander  Walker,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

February  3,  1865. — At  11  a.  m.  Admiral  Porter  came  on  board.  At 
3:.')0  p.  m.  the  steamer  Tacony  took  her  anchor  and  went  up  river 
ahead  of  us,  and  at  3:55  engaged  the  rebel  Fort  Anderson,  and  the 
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rebels  returned  the  fire.  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  At 
4:50  went  to  quarters  with  30  pounder  gun  and  fired  IM  rounds  at  the 
rebel  works;  they  opened  on  us  and  fired  4  rouuds^kwhich  came  over  us 
aud  fell  a  ship's  length  from  us. 

February  10. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.,  the  flagship  proceeded  up  river  2 
miles  and  anchored.  At  11  a.  m.  proceeded  up  river  to  engage  the  bat- 
teries on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  At  6  p.  ni.  the  Huron  opened  fire 
on  the  west  shore.    Battery  Anderson  answered  with  four  or  five  shots. 

February  11. — At  9 :  30  a.  m.  signal  from  tiie  flagship  for  the  surgeOn 
to  repair  on  board.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Montauk,  Leiiapee,  and  Mackinaiv 
went  up  and  engaged  tbe  batteries  on  the  east  and  west  banks  of  the 
river.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.,  the  monitor  Montauk  and  gunboat  Mackinaw 
firing  occasionally  on  Fort  Anderson,  with  replies  from  the  fort  occa 
sionally.    From  S  to  12  midnight,  rebel  batteries  fired  on  picket  boats. 

February  17. — At  3:15  p.  m.  tlie  Lenapee,  UnadUla,  Pequot,  Mara- 
tanza,  Montauk,  and  I'atotuxet  engaged  the  rebel  battery.  At  5  p.  ra. 
the  lAttle  Ada  steamed  up  within  range  of  the  rebel  battery  and  opened 
fire. 

February  18. — At  9  a.  m.  the  following  vessels  went  into  action: 
Mackinaw,  Lenapee,  Maratanza,  Osceola,  Pontoosuc,  Huron,  Pawtuxet, 
aud  Montauk.  At  11 :  50  took  up  anchor  and  went  up  and  engaged  the 
Port  Anderson  with  lOOpounder,  30-pounder,  and  IX-inch  gun.  At  12 
meridian,  engagement  going  on.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.,  continued  in 
action  on  rebel  Fort  Anderson,  the  whole  fleet  being  engaged.  At  12 :  30 
p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  Got  our  anchor  and  retired  from  action, 
2:45  p.m.  ^Ammunition  expended:  30  lOO-pounder  charges,  29  30- 
pounder  charges,  and  2  IX-inch  charges.  From  8  to  12  midnight:  All 
this  four  hours  there  has  been  occasional  firing. 

February  19. — At  3  p.  m.  anchored  5  miles  above  Fort  Anderson. 

February  20. — The  launch  transporting  troops.  At  11 :  30  a.  m.  the 
Eolus  steamed  toward  the  rebel  batteries.  At  3 :  45  general  signals  from 
flagship.  At  3 :  30  p.  m.  Admiral  Porter  came  on  board.  We  hove 
up  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the  river  about  2  miles  and  came  to 
anchor.  At  4: 15  admiral  left  the  ship.  All  the  double-end  vessels  are 
lying  above  us  in  line  of  battle  engaging  the  rebel  fort.  Coming  up 
the  river  we  struck  the  bottom  several  times.  From  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Fleet 
firing  at  rebel  battery  On  starboard  hand.  Sent  dingey  and  gig  sound- 
ing about  the  ship.  At  4 :  45  got  our  anchor  and,  Admiral  Porter  being 
on  board,  steamed  ahead  aud  came  to  anchor  at  5  p.  m.  in  3  fathoms  of 
water  and  10  fathoms  chain,  ])ort  anchor.  Called  to  quarters  and 
engaged  rebel  battery.  Stopped  firing  at  5 :  45.  At  10  lookout  for- 
ward saw  something  floating  down,  it  being  ebb  tide;  all  hands  called 
to  quarters  by  order  of  the  captain.  Saw  other  vessels  ahead  of  us 
firing.  Called  away  the  first  cutter;  Acting  Ensign  William  B.  Tru- 
fant  went  in  her  aud  examined  the  objects,  there  being  a  large  number 
in  sight.  ThiB  gig  was  called  away.  Mr.  Davis  went  in  her  and  cap- 
tured five  of  them,  which  proved  to  be  torpedoes;  hauled  them  up  to 
the  vessel  and  made  them  fast  astern.  In  trying  to  sink  one  of  them  by 
a  shot  from  a  pistol,  firing  into  it  from  the  first  cutter,  exploded  it  and 
killed  2  men  aud  wounded  Mr.  Trufant  in  the  head  aud  arm.  All  boats 
were  called  awHy  to  pick  up  and  save  what  we  could.  The  coxswain 
of  the  gig  was  lost  overboard  and  a  seaman,  James  Cobb,  killed  in  the 
boat.    At  12  midnight  hoisted  all  boats  and  piped  down. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U,  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

February  11, 1805.— At  8 :  20  a.  m.  made  armv  signal  to  station  ashore : 
"At  what  time  will  the  troops  be  ready  for  moving."  Was  answered: 
"The  troop.s  will  move  immediately."  Steamed  alongside  the  Ariex  and 
ordered  her  to  follow  us  along  the  beach.  At  9  we  commenced  firing 
in  over  the  beach  at  the  enemy's  intrenchments  abreast  and  south  of 
Half  Moon  battery;  also  the  Aries,  Montf/omery,  Howquah,  Emma,  and 
Vicksburg.  At  9:L'5  made  general  signal,  and  we  stopped  firing  for  a 
few  minutes.  'At  10:  45  Lieutenant  James  P.  Kobertson  went  on  shore 
with  orders  to  communicate  with  the  commanding  general;  returned  at 
11 :  50  with  answer  from  (General  Abbott  that  the  firing  had  been  all 
right,  and  that  he  would  send  for  a  signal  officer  to  open  communication 
with  us,  which  had  been  the  desire  of  Commander  Eolando.  During 
the  time  of  action  kept  the  ship  underway,  sounding  from  3,  4,  5 
fathoms  water.  At  2 :  25  p.  m.  made  general  signal :  "  Ceased  firing  on 
board  this  ship."  At  12 :  20  p.  ni.  opened  communication  with  the  troops 
ashore  through  army  signals,  and  from  that  until  2:20  the  following 
communications  were  made  from  shore:  "Fire  with  fuze  shell  to  your  left 
over  nie  at  a  distance  of  1,800  yards."  (From  this  ship:)  "Have  the 
shells  been  thrown  as  you  directed?"  (From  shore:)  "  Stop  the  fire  of 
the  Emma,  as  she  does  no  good;  the  other  vessels  are  firing  all  right. 
(Prom  this  ship:)  "Is  the  firing  good?"  (From  shore:)  "All  right." 
At  2:20  p.  ra.  (from  shore:)  "(leneral  Terry  requests  you  to  fire  no 
more  over  the  troops." 

February  17. — At  1  p.  m.  sent  fourth  «utter,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Conger, 
to  landione  of  the  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  and  2  of  our  men  on  the 
beach.  At  2  boat  returned.  At  2 :  35  heavy  firing  up  the  river.  Prom 
4  to  C  p.  m.,  heavy  firing  in  the  river.  At  8: 15  wind  hauled  to  the 
N.W.  with  very  heavy  stjuall  and  continued  in  the  same  direction  with 
heavy  flaws  at  times  during  the  watch.     Large  fire  on  shore. 

February  18. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.,  heavy  tiring  by  fleet  in  the 
river  on  Fort  Andersoti.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.,  heavy  firing  from  gun- 
boats in  the  river. 

February  19. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.,  the  vessels  in  tlie  river 
tiring  slowly.  At  2  a.  ni.  heard  the  report  of  musketry  ashore.  At 
11  a.  m.  the  army  advanced  up  the  beach  and  w-aat  into  the  woods  out 
of  sight.  At  7 :  30  p.  m.  the  Monticello  came  alongside;  sent  on  board 
two  torpedoes  and  a  circular  regarding  the  rebel  ram.  Also  a  man  to 
be  sent  to  the  B.  R.  Guyler. 

February  30. — At  11  a.  m.  .heard  the  report  of  heavy  guns  in  the 
direction  of  Wilmington  during  the  watch.  At  2  p.  m.  got  underway 
and  stood  N.  E.  Heavy  firing  up  the  river.  At  11  p.  m.  heard  a  heavy 
report  bearing  S.  W. 

February  21. — At  2  j).  m.  heard  heavy  tiring  up  the  river  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Wilmington.  At  G  p.  m.  quarters  to  muster.  ])uring  the  watch 
heavy  tiring  up  tlie  river. 


Report  of  Acting  Ma.<<ter  Earle,  (J.  IS.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  the 
loss  of  the  U.  S.  *S'.  Merrimac,  February  ,15,  '1865. 

U.  S.  S.  Queen, 
Fort  Royal,  8.  C,  February  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Merrimac,  abandoned  at  sea  in  a  sinking  condition  in  latitude  29°  11' 
N.,  longitude  79°  12'  W.,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant,  after  a 
succession  of  violent  gales  from  the  iioifiieast  to  sontlieast. 
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After  being  exposed  to  the  lieavy  seas  of  the  Gulf  iStream  for  thirty 
hours,  1  deemed  it  luy  duty  ou  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  for  the  safety 
of  the  ship,  to  bear  up  for  nearest  port  to  the  iiorth^of  us,  for  I  was  sure 
if  the  gale  continued  the  vessel  could  last  biit  a  few  hours  longer,  and 
that  our  coal  was  beihg  rajiidly  consumed  to  keep  her  in  any  way  man- 
ageable. At .')  p.  ni.  one  of  the  boilers  became  useless;  remainder  of 
the  daj  steered  to  northward,  shipping  much  water. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  midnight,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the 
tiller  broke  and  the  shij)  became  perfectly  unmanageable;  hooked 
tackles  to  relieving  chains,  but  they  parted.  We  were  now  at  the 
mercy  of  the  heavy  cross  seas  running,  and  being  boarded  by  them  in 
all  directions.  Drags  were  resorted  to,  to  get  ship  before  the  wind, 
but  failed.  The  steam  pumps  failed  to  keep  the  vessel  free  of  water; 
all  the  hand  pumps  were  manned,  but  it  soon  became  evident  that  she 
had  sprung  a  leak.  Gangs  of  men  were  detailed  to  bail  the  ship  with 
buckets,  but  the  water  steadily  gained  on  us.  About  !>  ii.  m.  another 
boiler  gave  out.  At  10:30  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer 
Montiiig  Star.  She  laid  by  us  for  several  hours,  while  our  exertions 
were  unremitting  to  free  the  ship,  but  the  water  still  gained. 

At' 4  i>.  m.  ]  deemed  it  my  duty  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of 
tliose  on  board  to  abandon  the  vessel.  It  was  night  before  the  transfer 
of  the  oHicers  and  crew  was  completed,  at  which  time  the  ship  was  fast 
settling. 

I  can  not  mention  any  ])articular  officer  or  man  who  did  his  duty 
best,  when  all  performed  it  so  cheerfully  and  so  well. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Acting  Master  Wil- 
liam Hedger,  executive  officer  (marked  "A"),  Acting  First  Assistant 
l<]ngineer  D.  S.  Roberts  ("H"),  and  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
Wm.  F.  GotfC'C"),  as  to  the  causes  that  led  to  the  loss  of  the  vessel, 
and  to  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  J.  Sowerby  (  "  ]>" )  in  regard  to  the 
casualties  on  board.  I  would  likewise  refer  you  to  the  latter  part  of 
my  letter  (No.  2),  dated  at  Beaufort,  IS.  C,  February  8,  1805,  -as  to  my 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  qualities  of  the  Merrimav  in  a  seaway. 

The  Morning  tiUtr  called  in  at  Port  Koyal,  when  I  was  ordered  by 
Commander  William  Iteyuolds,  iu  command  of  station,  to  report  to  the 
commander  of  the  U.  S.'S.  Queen  for  passage  north,  and  ou  arriving 
there  to  report  to  you  by  letter. 

There  was  nothing  saved  besides  four  boats  and  the  chronometer; 
the  boats  were  turned  over  to  the  naval  authorities  at  Baypoint,  S.  C, 
taking  a  receipt  therefor. 

1  would,  sir,  most  respectfully,  recjuest  a  court  of  enquiry  in  regard 
■  '  the  loss  of  the  Merrmac. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Earle, 
Acting  Mantei;  Late  Commander  IT.  S.  H.  Merrimac. 

ITon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waithington,  J>.  C. 

[Kiinlofluri'  A.] 

U.  S.  Mail  Steamer  Morning  Star, 

February  16,  1865. 

Sir:  By  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  and 

loss  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac.    On  the  13th  instant,  at  12  m.,  the  gale 

commenced  from  the  eastward;  we  were  steering  to  the  southward  the 

remainder  of  the  day,  the  gale  gradually  increasing  with  a  very  heavy 
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cross  sea,  ship  laboring  and  working  heavily  and  shipping  much  water. 
On  the  14th  instant,  gale  increasing  and  hauling  to  the  southward.  Atl 
p.  m.  very  heavy  cross  sea,  ship  laboring  heavSy ;  we  had  to  bear  up  and 
run  to  the  northward.  At  5  p.  m.  the  starboard  forward  boiler  became 
useless;  made  all  sail  possible  and  steamed  ahead  with  three  boilers. 
At  11  p.  m.  the  ship  commenced  to  leak;  opened  the  gates,  manned  all 
pumps;  the  carpenter's  mate  reported  to  me  the  ship  making  much 
water.  On  the  15th  instant,  12:1")  a.  m.,  the  tiller  broke  off  from  the 
rudderhead  and  the  ship  came  to  the  wind ;  called  all  hands  and  made 
every  exertion  to  get  the  ship  before  the  wind,  but  could  not;  we 
hooked  preventer  tackles  on  the  rudder  chains,  but  the  heavy  sea  broke 
them  iinmediately;  the  carpenter's  mate  re])orts  the  water  gaining  in 
the  hold;  the  engineer  on  watch  reports  the  fire  room  fast  flooding;  all 
hands  pumping  and  bailing  and  employed  making  a  drag;  the  ship 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  making  very  bad  weather;  gun  deck 
full  of  water  and  finding  its  way  below  by  various  ways.  At  5  p.  m.  got 
the  drag  overboard,  but  could  not  get  headway  enough  on  the  ship  to 
steer  her.  At  8:30  a.  m.  the  chief  engineer  had  his  shoulder  dislocated 
(by  a  heavy  sea  boarding  her)  while  endeavoring  to  cut  away  the  rud- 
derhead to  fit  a  temporary  tiller;  the  carpenter's  mate  reports  to  me  the 
water  gaining  in  the  hold,  the  engineer  on  watch  the  water  rising  in 
the  fire  room,  and  that  the  fiires  would  soon  be  put  out;  all  hands 
pumping  and  bailing  ship.  At  '.>  a.  m.  lengthened  the  drag  rope,  but 
could  not  get  her  before  the  wind.  At  9 :  15  a.  m.  the  port  forward  boiler 
gave  out.  At  9:30  a.  m.  saw  a  sail  bearing  SSW. ;  set  a  signal  of  dis- 
tress and  fired  a  gun,  and  she  bore  down  for  us.  At  10:30  a.  m.  I 
boarded*  her  and  she  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Morning  Star, 
Captain  Nelson,  from  New  Orleans,  bound  to  New  York.  By  Captain 
Earle's  request,  I  asked  him  to  lay  by  us  until  the  next  morning;  he 
said  he  could  not,  as  he  was  short  of  coal,  but  he  would  render  us  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power.  At.ll  :30  a.  m.  Captain  Earle  boarded  her. 
At  12:10  p.  ra.  the  water  put  all  fires  out  in  the  fire  room,  all  hands 
pumping  and  bailing;  tlie  carpenter's  mate  reports  the  water  gaining 
rapidly,  3  feet  water  in  the  bold.  ^Vt  3:50  p.  m.,  as  the  Morning  Star 
could  not  render  us  the  assistance  we  needed.  Captain  Earle  called  a 
consultation  with  his  ofificers,  and  under  the  circumstances  concluded 
to  abandon  her.  At  4  p.  m.  we  commenced  to  aliandon  her,  which  was 
•lone  in  good  order,  saving  all  hands  and  four  boats.  At  4:40  p.  m. 
there  were  4  feet  water  in  the  hold;  Captain  Earle  was  the  last  man  to 
leave  the  ship.  The  Morning  Star  lay  by  the  Merrimac  until  G  p.  m., 
when  she  was  low  in  the  water  and  fast  settling  down  by  the  head. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  every  officer  and  man  was  cool,  and  did 
his  duty  in  a  most  cheerful  and  faithful  manner,  without  noise  or 
confusion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Hedger, 
Acting  Master,  Late  Executive  Officer  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac. 

Acting  Master  William  Earle, 

Late  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac. 

[Euclosure  B.l 

U.  S.  Mail  Steamer  Morning  Star, 

February  16,  1865. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  report  ot  the  condition  of  the  engines,  boil- 
ers, and  pumps  connected  with  tlie  engineer's  department  of  the  late 
U.  S.  S.  Merrimac: 
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At  11  o'clock  a.  in.,  Febrnaiy  14,  I  was  notified  that  there  was  au 
increase  of  water  in  the  fire  room.  I  immediately  went  into  the  engine 
room  and  ordered  all  puii>i)s  examined  and  pu^  in  use,  which  was 
immediately  done,  and  for  a  while  the  water  appeared  to  be  less  in  the 
fire  room  and  remained  so  through  the  afternoon.  At  5  p.  m.  the  for- 
ward starboard  boiler  gave  out.  I  ordered  the  fires  hauled  immedi- 
ately, and  depended  on  the  othei'  three  boilers  to  make  steam.  1  often 
examined  the  water  in  the  fire  room,  and  found  it  to  remain  about  the 
same  until  about  C  a.  m,,  February  15,  when  the  water  increased  very 
fast,  the  pump  still  working;  the  bilge  injection  was  then  put  in  use, 
but  the  water  still  increased.  At  0:30  I  stationed  a  gang  of  men  at 
bailing  water  from  the  fire  room,  and  continued  so,  but  the  water 
gained  fast;  at  7:30  a.  m.  the  water  was  up  in  the  ash  pits,  and  increas- 
ing rai)idly;  kept  the  pnmps  at  work,  and  bailing  as  fast  as  possible. 
At  S:3()  1  got  hurt,  so  1  could  not  take  any  further  charge  of  the  engi- 
neer's department. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  S.  llOEEBTS, 

Acting  First  As/sisfant  Ungincer,  in  Charge. 

Acting  Master  W>i.  Eaele, 

Com  manding. 

fEiidosnro  I).] 

IJ.  S.  Mail  Steamer  Morning  Star, 

At  Sea,  February  15,  18(>5. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  accidents  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Merrimac  during  a  gale  at  sea  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida  [Straits 
of  KloridaJ. 

February  14, 3  o'clock  p.  m.,  Edward  Burke,  captain  after  guard,  was 
sent  into  the  engine  room  to  clear  the  gates  and  limber  chains;  was 
struck  by  the  (uank,  receiving  a  contused  wound  of  tlie  head,  detach- 
ing the  right  ear,  and  fracturing  the  zygomatic  i)rocess  of  the  temporal 
bone. 

February  15,  8:30  a.  m.,  Acting  Assistant  Engineer  David  S.  Eob- 
erts,  while  engaged  in  fitting  a  tiller,  was  struck  by  a  sea  which  dislo- 
cated his  left  shoulder. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  J.  So  WERE  Y, 

Assistant  Snrgcon,  U.  IS.  Navy. 

Acting  Masfer  Wm.  Earle,  U.  S.  Navy, 

(JommunrHng  late  U.  8.  »S'.  Merrimac. 


[Telegram.] 


Jones'  Landing,  Va.,  February  18,  ISar,. 
The  Ironsides  left  for  Norfolk  early  this  morning.    Tlie  rebel  tiag-of- 
truce  boat  Willium  Allison  was  blown  up  yesterday  off  Gox's  Ferry  by 
one  of  their  own  torpedos. 

William  Kadford, 

Commodore. 
Hon.  G.  Wklles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.\ 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  legality  of 

permits. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River,  February  19,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  comiuunicatioa  in  relatioa  to  a  permit  {riven  to  Steele, 
Ileiiiy  &  Co.  has  been  received.  The  permit  was  given  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  was  to  be  in  strict  conformity  to  law,  and  so  are  per- 
mits to  all  others.  These  people  can  not  obtain  Treasury  permits 
without  an  endorsement  from  me,  and  it  is  always  understood  that  they 
are  to  conform  to  all  the  requirements  of  law.  We  are  very  glad  to  get 
sutler's  stores  here,  for  we  have  been  for  some  time  ])ast  living  on  ship's 
stores. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admirah 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  hieiitenantCommander  Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 
citpture  of  a  boat  containing  tiro  officers  and  four  men  of  the  Confed- 
erate Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  February  19,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  tliat  a  boat  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  George  Lamb,  while  dragging  for  torpedoes  to  day,  surprised 
and  captured  a  boat  with  2  officers  and  4  men,  as  follows:  O.  L.  Jen- 
kins, acting  master's  mate;  W.  K.  Howie,  acting  master's  mate;  John 
P.  Henry,  seaman;  William  Wilson,  seaman;  O.  Waters,  seaman,  and 
James  Easters,  carpenter's  mate,  all  of  Confederate  States  Navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 
Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of   Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  consular 
informatioit  received  from  the  Department  regarding  Confederate  ram. 

North  A'jlantic  Squadron, 
T.  »S'.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  19, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's letter,  giving  me  information  in  relation  to  the  rebel  ram  shortly 
exy)ected  on  this  coast. 

I  have  notified  the  vessels  outside  of  the  fact,  and  send  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  H.  Gushing,  commanding  the  Monticello,  to  Norfolk  to 
have  a  torpedo  fitted  to  his  ship. 

I  liave  several  torpedo  boats  here,  and  I  think  that  no  apprehension 
need  be  felt. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naog,  Washington,  ]>.  C. 
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I  Tele^rani.] 

U.  S.  S.  Eh^de  Island, 
Hampton  Roads,  February  19,  1865. 
The  steamer  Morning  Star,  from  New  Orleans,  bouud  to  New  York, 
while  OD  the  passage  picked  up  the  oflBcers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  guu- 
boat  Merrimac,  which  foundered  at  sea,  and  carried  them  into  Port 
lloyal;  consequently  she  is  short  of  *oal.  Will  the  Department  author- 
ize the  yard  to  furnish  coal  enough,  about  i<0  tons,  to  reach  New  York? 
There  was  no  one  lost  belonging  to  the  Merrimac  when  she  foundered 
on  tlie  15th  instant. 

Stephen  U.  Trenchakd, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Hon.  (i.  Welles. 

[EiHlor»eraeiit.l 

Tell  Commodore  Trenchard  Morning  Star  can   have  the  coal;    let 
oflicers  and  crew  of  Merrimac  go  to  New  York  in  steamer  Queen. 


Report  of  Commander  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  disaster  to  the 

U.  S.  S.  Merrimac. 

¥.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Rampton  Roads,  Virginia,  February  19,  1865. 
SiE:  Since  dispatching  the  telegi'am  to  the  Department  this  morning, 
I  have  questioned  two  men  belonging  to  the  Merrimac,  .lohn  McBride, 
seaman,  and  tJohn  Murphy,  seaman,  who  had  secreted  themselves  on 
board  the  Morning  Star,  and  from  their  statement  it  would  ajipear  that 
the  disaster  occurred  during  a  gale  from  the  northeast,  about  forty- 
eight  hours  after  leaving  Port  lioyal  on  her  passage  to  Key  West, 
causing  the  loss  of  lier  rudder,  and  to  Teak  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
extinguish  the  fires,  thereby  rendi-riiig  the  steam  pumps  useless. 

The  Merrimac,  while  in  this  condition,  was  fallen  in  with  by  the 
Morning  Star,  and  her  officers  and  crew  taken  to  Port  iioyal  after  that 
vessel  was  abandoned. 

McBride  and  Murphy  were  found  secreted  on  board  the  Morning  Star 
after  that  vessel  had  left  Port  iioyal,  and  it  is  evident  they  intended 
to  desert.  They  were  directed  to  be  brought  on  board  of  this  vessel, 
where  they  will  be  retained  in  coufiuement  until  the  wishes  of  the 
Department  are  known. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Trenchaud, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  i>.  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Hampton  IIoads,  Virginia, 

February  19, 1865. 
Arrived  here  this  day  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen,  with  officers  and  crew  of 
the  late  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac,  which  foundered  at  sea  on  the  15th  instant. 
Will  send  detailed  report  by  mail.    No  lives  lost. 

Wm.  Earle, 
Acting  Master,  late  in  command  of  Merrimac. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Nary,  Washington,  />.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Wavy,  regarding  the  drafting  of 
negroes  into  the  Confederate  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C,  Plymouth,  February  30,  1865. 
Admiral:  Since  the  rebel  Congress  has  decided  to  draft  the  negroes 
into  their  Army,  the  contrabands  have  been  pouring'  into  our  lines  at 
such  a  rate  that  tliere  will  be  very  few  left  to  cultivate  the  crops  next 
year. 

1  received  information  yesterday  that  a  number  of  negroes  ran  away 
from  their  mksters,  were  waiting  a  short  distance  up  the  river  for  a 
chance  to  reach  Plymouth.  I  sent  up  six  boats  from  tiiis  ship  and  the 
Mattabesett  and  brought  them  all  off.  There  were  about  120  or  130  of 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Sqnadnm. 


Report  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  dispatching 
of  vessels  for  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Commandant's  Office, 
U.  8.  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  February  21,  18Uo. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  14th  instant,  in  relation  to  vessels  for  the  sounds,  and  would 
respectfully  state  that  the  Martin  reached  Plymouth  some  days  since, 
leaving  the  pile  driving  machine  at  that  place,  and  the  Whitehead  will 
sail  today  for  the  sounds  with  orders  to  report  to  Commander  Macomb. 
The  Brinker  and  Ghicopee  will  be  dispatched  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  though  the  latter  requires  very  extensive  repairs. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Commandant  Naval  iStation,  Norfolk. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Cape  Fear  liiaer. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  casualties  result- 
ing from  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
TJ.  S.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  21,  18(J5, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  torpedo  under  the  bow  of  a  boat  belonging  to  the  T^.  S.  S. 
Shaioniut  last  night,  the  following  casualties  occurred:  James  Cobb, 
seaman,  killed;  James  Hayes,  seaman,  drowned;  Acting  Ensign  W.  B. 
Trufant,  severely  wounded ;  Martin  Wall,  seaman,  slightly  wounded. 
The  above  all  belong  to  the  Shaicmut.    I  enclose  report  of  surgeon. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  ]>.  <]. 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  evacuation  of 

Wilmington,  N.  (J. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River,  February  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  iiiforui  you  that  Wilmington  has  been  evac- 
uated and  is  in  possession  of  our  troops.  After  tlie  evacuation  of  Fort 
Anderson  I  pushed  the  gunboats  up  as  far  as  the  water  would  permit, 
the  army  pushing  up  at  the  same  time  on  the  riglit  and  left  banks  of 
the  river. 

After  sounding  and  buoying  out  the  middle  ground  at  Big  Island  I 
succeeded  in  getting  the  gunboats  over,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Strong, 
the  work  comnuuiding  the  ])rincipal  obstructions,  where  the  rebels  had 
also  sunk  a  large  steamer,  the  North  Faster.  Our  fire  soon  drove  the 
rebels  away  from  the  iort.  Now  and  then  they  would  fire  a  shot,  one 
of  which  struck  the  Sass-acus  below  the  water  line  and  set  her  to  leak- 
ing badly.  She  was  struck  once  or  twice  more,  but  with  no  loss  in  men. 
That  night  (the  20th)  the  rebels  sent  down  200  floating  torpedoes,  but 
I  had  a  strong  force  of  picket  boats  out,  and  the  torpedoes  were  sunk 
with  musketry.  One  got  in  the  wheel  of  the  Osceola  and  blew  her 
wheelhouse  to  pieces,  and  knocked  down  her  bulkheads  inboard,  but 
there  was  no  damage  to  the  hull.  Some  of  the  vessels  picked  up  the 
torpedoes  with  their  torpedo  nets.  The  next  morning  I  spread  two 
fishing  nets  across  the  river. 

Yesterday  evening  General  Ames,  with  his  division,  moved  up  within 
a  short  distance  of  tlie  fort  and  had  a  sharp  encounter  with  the  rebels. 
On  hearing  the  musketry  and  seeing  where  our  troops  were  I  opened 
a  rapid  Are  on  the  fort  and  all  along  the  enemy's  line.  The  fort 
responded  with  three  or  four  shot,  but  was  soon  silenced.  This  morn- 
ing we  heard  that  General  Terry  was  within  their  works,  and  the  road 
was  clear  to  Wilmington. 

The  Montauk  could  not  get  across  the  shoals  without  lightening,  which 
was  a  work  of  some  labor.  As  I  shall  not  need  her  here  .1  will  send 
her  up  James  Kiver,  where  her  services  are  required. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  placing  the  flag  on  Fort  Strong,  and  at  12  o'clock 
noon  today  shall  fire  a  salute  of  thirty-five  giins,  this  being  the  anni- 
versary of  Washington's  birthday. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Stone,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  James  River. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  22,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay,  with  your  vessel  in  tow  of  the 
Keystone  State,  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  then  proceed  up  James  River 
and  report  to  Commodore  Radford  for  duty. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenaut-Oommauder  E.  B.  Stone, 

Commanding  Montaid: 
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Order  'of  KearAdmirul  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  James  River. 

Off  Wilmington,  February  22,  I8f!5. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  up  James  River  and  report 
to  Commodore  William  Kadford  for  duty  in  his  district. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Eear-Admiral. 

Lieuteiiaiit-Oominander  Jas.  Parker, 

Commanding  Maumee,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Fehrvary  22,  \1865]. 
T  will  be  up  to-night.     It  is  thought  an  attack  will  be  made  in  a  few 
days,  or  at  any  time. 

W.  Radford, 

Commodore. 
Captain  Nichols, 

U.  8.  S.  Mendota,  Aiken's  Landing. 


Order  vf  Pear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Grozier, 
U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Viclcsburg. 

Off  Wilmington,  February  22,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  and  await  fur- 
ther orders  from  me. 

Respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Pear-Admiral. 
Acting  Master  W.  U.  Grozier, 

Commanding  Vicksburg,  off  Neic  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Master  Henry  Arey, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness,  and  Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter,  com- 
manding U.  S.  S.  Nansemond.  \ 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Gotmnander 
Young,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  authorities  in  the  pro- 
tection of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.  February  22,  18H5. 

Sir:  You  will  remain  ott'  this  place  in  clnirge  until  further  orders, 
and  will  cooperate  witli  the  army  authorities  in  protecting  the  town. 
You  will  take  on  board  100  Xl-inch  shells  from  the  But  at  once. 

The  Nyack  and  Lenapee  will  stay  here  under  your  command ;  also  the 
Eolus.  You  will  send  at  once  to  the  Sea  Foam  and  get  all  the  provis- 
ions the  three  vessels  can  stow!  You  will  send  down  for  two  coal  ves- 
sels and  discharge  their  cargoes  on  a  dock  and  then  discharge  the 
vessels. 
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As  soon  as  possible  you  will  go  down  yourself  and  remove  enough  of 
the  obstructions  to  make  a  wide  passage  for  vessels,  and  you  will  keep 
your  boats  employed  removing  torpedoes,  which  ar^  indicated  by  a  num- 
ber of  buoys  on  or  near  the  obstructions. 

You  will  also  take  charge  of  the  vessels  at  the  Mound  and  at  Smith- 
ville.    One  tug  will  be  left  (the  Moccasm)  to  take  out  pilots  at  the  bar. 
The  Mound  will  be  no  longer  needed  for  naval  purposes,  and  the  sail- 
ors will  be  withdrawn. 

You  will  visit  the  different  posts  yourself  frequently  and  keep  matters 
straight. 
Keport  to  me  once  a  week. 

JJespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

]>AviD  ]).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young, 

Commanding  Maratanza,  off  Wilmin(jton,  N.  C. 


Order  <>/  Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Temple,  U.  IS.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc. 

(Jape  Fear  Eiver,  February  22,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  the  sounds  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  report  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  for  duty  in  his  district. 
Kespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  B.  Tortbr, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  G.  Temple, 

Commanding  U.  S.  *'.  Pontoosuc. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officers  who  , 
Jiave  been  engaged  on  court-martial. 

Off  Wilmington,  February  23,  18(>5. 
Sir:  After  the  court-martial,  of  which  you  are  a  member,  adjourns, 
you  will  proceed  with  your  vessel,  in  company  with   the  Shawmut, 
Huron,  Unadilla,  Seneca,  and  Chippewa,  to  Hampton  Koads,  and  wait 
further  orders. 

Respectfully, 

David  I).  Porter, 

KearAdmiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  1).  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  Pequot. 

[Orders  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  G. 
Walker,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shaicmut;  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O. 
Selfridge,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron;  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  M. 
Ramsay,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla;  Lieutenant-Commander  M. 
Sicard,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca;  Lieutenant-Commander  E,  B. 
Potter,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Chippewa.] 
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Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  V.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  of  a 
grand  attack  proposed  by  the  Confederates. 

TJ.  S.  S.  DUMBAETON, 

Off  Aiken's  Landing,  February  23,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  have  sent  tlie  Hunchback  to  the 
sounds,  directing  the  commanding  officer  to  till  up  at  ISTorfolk  with  solid 
shot  as  required.  I  also  caused  to  be  placed  on  board  of  her  before 
leaving  three  torpedoes,  suitable  for  the  uses  to  which  they  will  prob- 
ably be  subjected. 

Id  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  sent  the  Ironsides  to  Norfolk  for  repairs  nearly  a  week  sincCj  and 
have  been  using  the  Dumbarton  from  that  time,  she  being  the  most 
suitable  and  convenient  vessel  for  that  purpose. 

In  an  interview  I  had  with  General  Giant  yesterday  he  informed  me 
that  he  had  received  information  from  Richmond  which  indicated  that 
the  rebels  propose  making  a  grand  attack  on  his  intrenchments;  at 
the  salt  e  time  the  rebel  navy  (consisting  of  three  vessels  of  the  Atlanta 
class  ready  for  action,  and  one  of  the  monitor  class  that  will  be  ready 
in  a  few  days)  will  attack  us,  and  if  successful  will  get  possession  of 
the  rivers,  etc.  I  am  in  readiness,  and  have  no  fears  of  their  success 
against  us. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Clits,  U.  iS. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Osceola. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  iS.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  23,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  orders  of  yesterday  are  hereby  revoked,  and  you  will 
proceed  up  James  River,  and  report  to  Commodore  Radford  for  duty 
in  his  district. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  .J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  Osceola,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ti.  Yantic,  to  perform  temporary 
guard  duty  at  Fort  Fisher. 

Off  Wilmington,  February  l'3,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  to  Fort  Fisher  and   relieve  the  Fort 
Donelson  and  carry  out  all  unexecuted  orders.    You  will  be  guard 
vessel  until  the  Fort  Donelson  returns.    When  she  does  return,  she  will 
relieve  you,  and  you  will  then  proceed  to  Hamjiton  Roads. 
Respectfully, 

]>AVi])  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Goniinander  T.  O.  Harris, 

Comma uding  Yantic. 
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Oriler  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Beaumont, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 

Cape  Fear  Eivee,  "February  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  the  sounds  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  report  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  for  duty  in  his  district. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  Mackinaw,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Willcox, 
U.  h.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Off  Wilmington,  February  23^  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  down  to  New  Inlet  and  there  await  the  arri- 
val of  the  Alabamu;  when  she  comes  slie  will  take  you  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
You  will  then  take  command  of  the  picket  launch  and  i)roceed  to  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina  and  report  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 
for  duty  in  the  sounds. . 

Your  accounts  will  be  taken  up  on  the  Shamrock. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Acting-Ensign  Calvin  Willcox, 

Commanding  Picket  Launch  No.  6. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  IS.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Langthorne,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  iS'.  8.  Alabama. 

Cape  Fear  Kiver,  February  24,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  with  the  vessel  under  your 
command,  and  deliver  the  ordnance  supphes  you  have  on  board  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  West,  commanding  that  station.  If  the  picket 
launch  No.  6  has  not  arrived  at  Beaufort,  you  will  proceed  here  and 
take  her  with  you  to  that  place  and  leave  her  there. 

After  performing  the  above  duty,  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads  and 
await  orders. 

Kespectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear  Admiral, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  K.  Langthorne, 

Commanding  Alabama. 


Repot  t  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to 
the  U.  8.  steamers  Aries  and  Howquali. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  21,  1865. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  J  have  ordered 
the  .1  rifs  and  Hoivquah  to  proceed  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  to 
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the  commaiidiiis  officer  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron,  in  place  of  the 
Lilian  and  Tristram  Shandy,  which  vessels  are  repairing. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poetee, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  G. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer.  Lieu- 
tenant Dunn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery,  regarding 
the  cruising  ground  of  that  vessel. 

Gape  Fear  Rivee,  February  24,  1805. 
SiE:  Until  further  orders  you  will  cruise  with  your  vessel  up  and 
down  the  coast  from  the  Western  Bar  of  this  river  to  Georgetown,  S.  C., 
and  keep  on  the  lookout  for  blockade  runners. 

When  you  get  short  of  coal,  go  in  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.    If  another  mon- 
itor comes  here  after  I  am  gone  you  will  tow  her  to  Hampton  Roads. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Poetee, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Acting  V^olunteer  Lieutenant  T.  G.  Dunn, 

Com m anding  Mon tgomery. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nary,  transmitting  information 
regarding  the  Confederate  rams  in  the  sounds. 

North  Atlantic  Squadeon, 
JJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  24,  1865. 
Sir:  1  enclose  original  of  letter  from  Commander  J.  C.  Febiger,  com- 
manding Mattabesett,  giving  latest  information  received  in  regard  to 
the  rebel  rams  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poetee, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  IK  C. 

[EiiclttHurc-.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
riymouth,  N.  C,  February  19,  18(>5. 

Sir:  In  rei)ly  to  your  note  of  this  morning  in  regard  to  the  last 
information  I  had  as  to  the  rebel  ram  building  up  the  river,  I  have  tiie 
honor  to  state  that  it  was  received  from  a  negro  and  was  to  the  efl'ect 
that  the  frame  of  the  ram  was  not  yet  entirely  up.  This  corresponds 
witli  all  my  previous  information. 

One  small  stenmer  had  been  launched  at  what  they  call  the  navy 
yard,  near  Edwards  Ferry,  and  had  been  taken  to  Halifax,  [jST.  C],  for 
completion.  This  and  another,  still  unfinished,  were  intended  as  tor- 
pedo boats  and  tenders  to  the  Albemarle. 

All  the  rumors  and  information  I  haveobtained  during  the  past  month 
amount  to  the  fact  of  the  rams  not  being  near  completion,  and  that  the 
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rebels  despair  of  ever  being  able  to  finish  both  from  waut  of  material 
and  proper  workmen. 

Very  respectfully,  yoitr  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Febigbb, 

Commander. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Gomdg.  Division  Sounds  North  Carolina,  U.  S.  8.  Shamrock. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  February  35, 1865. 
Monadnock  on  her  way  from  Charleston.    Montauk  from  Cape  Fear 
Eiver. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

City  Point,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  25, 1865. 
I  think  it  not  impossible  that  the  enemy  may  send  their  rams  down 
to-night  or  during  present  high  water.    I  have  directed  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  pickets,  to  notice  and  report  any  such  movements. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutena.nt- General. 
Commodore  Eadford, 

Gomnmndiny  James  River  Squadron,  Jones''  Landing,  Va. 


Special  order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  the  James  River 

Division. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  25,  1865. 

The  James  Eiver  fleet  will  observe  the  following  plan  in  case  of  a 
threatened  attack  from  the  rams  up  the  river:  The  picket  boats  will 
take  their  stations  at  dusk  near  the  obstructions,  and  permit  no 
enemy's  boats  to  approach  for  the  purpose  of  sounding.  Steam  will  be 
kept  at  all  times  on  all  the  vessels,  and  at  night  steam  enough  to  move. 
Every  night  at  sunset  the  torpedo  boats  will  be  prepared,  with  steam  np, 
ready  to  attack  anything  they  are  ordered  to,  and,  when  the  opportunity 
occurs,,  must  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  their  boats  if  necessary. 

The  Onondaga  and  Saugus  will  lie  as  close  to  the  obstructions  as  they 
can  without  being  fired  on  by  Howlett's  battery,  and  have  the  range  of 
the  obstructions  with  their  guns.  Solid  shot  must  be  used  altogether, 
and  full  charges  of  powder.  The  Montauk  and  Atlanta  will  lie  on  each 
quarter  of  the  Onondaga  and  Saugus,  as  follows: 

Onondaga  Saugus 

Montauk  Atlanta 


If  necessary  to  keep  the  bows  upstream,  the  before  mentioned  ves- 
sels will  get  out  stern  hawsers.     In  case  the  rebel  rams  force  the 


52 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


obstructions,  the  Miami,  Western  World,  Eutaw,  aud  Daylight  will  run 
in  between  the  Montaulc  and  Atlanta,  let  go  both  anchors,  and  let  the 
rams  sink  them  rather  than  they  should  pasO 

The  Hnnchhaclc,  Gommodore  Morris,  Mendota,  Osceola,  Patctuxet, 
Pontoosuc,  Massasoit,  and  Sassacus  will  form  a  line  astern,  close  together, 
and  get  in  water  shoal  enough  to  prevent  the  rams  reaching  them.  The 
headmost  vessel  will  lie  30  yards  below  the  Atlanta,  on  the  side  where 
the  vessels  will  be  enabled  to  be  in  shoal  water!  The  distance  between 
each  vessel  will  be  40  feet.  The  Huron,  Pequot,  and  Kansas  will  form  a 
line  across  the  channel  100  yards  below  these  last-mentioned  vessels, 
with  kedge  astern  and  with  springs  from  their  quarters.  They  will 
also,  have  their  chain  cables  ready  to  pass  from  one  to  the  other,  to 
prevent  the  rams  from  passing.  The  Seneca,  IShawmut,  and  Unadilla 
will  form  a  line  abreast  100  yards  below  the  three  last  mentioned  and 
observe  the  same  precautions.  All  guns  will  be  loaded  with  solid  shot 
and  full  charges  of  powder,  and  trained  forward  ready  for  use.  All 
other  vessels  not  mentioned  will  be  thrown  across  the  channel,  and  the 
cocks  turtied  to  let  them  go  on  the  bottom  and  obstruct  the  passage 
before  and  behind  the  rams,  so  that  they  can  not  get  away  again.  To 
avoid  floating  torpedoes,  the  ironclads  will  carry  a  torpedo  catcher 
ahead.  With  these  instructions  carried  out,  no  ram  will  ever  go  back 
to  Eichmoud. 

Anyone  who  has  a  large  boat  will  have  her  rigged  with  a  spar  and 
a  torpedo,  which  will  never  be  put  on  the  spar  until  there  is  a  certainty 
of  these  rams  coming.  I  am  confident  there  is  pluck  enough  in  this 
squadrqn  to  make  a  dash  with  their  boats  rigged  with  torpedoes.  The 
officers  and  men  will  be  instructed  in  the  use  of  them.  Boats  will  also 
be  kept  ready  with  poles  with  nets  on  them  to  clog  the  rams'  propellers. 
The  enemy's  smokestacks  must  be  shot  away  if  possible,  and  shell 
thrown  down.  Everyone  must  set  his  wits  to  work,  and  have  no  such 
word  as  fail. 

The  following  is  the  order  in  which  the  vessels  must  lie: 


Torpedo  boats. 

1 

Onondaga. 

1    1 

Sangus. 

1 

Montauk. 

1 

Atlanta. 

1 

1   Miami. 

1 

1   Western  World. 

1   Eutaw. 

1    Hunchback. 

1   Daylight. 

1   Commodore  Morris, 

1   Mendota. 

1   Osceola. 

1    Pawtuxet. 

1   Massasoit. 

1   Sassacus. 

Huron. 


Pequot. 


Kansas. 


Seneca. 


Shawinut. 


Unadilla. 


The  commanding  officer  at  the  [Dutch]  Gap  willsend  to  Norfolk  and  pro- 
vide a  heavy  chain  to  stretch  across  the  river  liOO  yards  above  the  place 
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where  the  monitors  will  lie.  A  couple  of  flats  will  also  be  necessary  to 
hold  the  chains  up  ;  the  ends  must  be  secured  lirmly  to  each  side  of 
tiie  bank,  and  oue  end  kept  ready  for  letting  go  at  a  moment's  notice, 
so  that  in  case  the  rebels  run  ashore  before  getting  that  far  down  our 
vessels  can  go  by  and  attack  them. 

David  U.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Commander 
Young,  U.  IS.  Navy,  to  proceed  aboce  Wilmington  in  search  of  the  C.  S.  8. 
Ghiclcamanga. 

Cape  Fear  Eiver,  February  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  Yon  must  obtain  all  the  information  you  can  about  the  Chicka- 
mauga.  I  am  told  that  she  is  only  16  miles  above  Wilmington  stuck 
hard  and  fast  and  water  enough  to  get  to  her.  If  that  is  the  case  let 
the  Lenapee  go  up,  taking  all  precautions  against  torpedoes,  and  cap- 
ture her  or  destroy  her.  Get  your  pilots  and  do  not  send  the  vessel 
until  you  know  all  about  her.  Be  careful  this  pirate  does  not  slip  past 
you  and  get  to  sea. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral, 
Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Maratanza. 


Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  /S'.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  the 

Cape  Fear  Biver. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  25,  1865. 

Sir:  The  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Wilmington  has  left  a  large 
naval  force  free  to  act  elsewhere. 

I  have  heavily  reinforced  the  squadrons  up  the  James  and  in  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina,  a  sufticient  number  being  kept  in  Cape  Fear 
River  to  protect  transports  going  u])  and  down.  I  have  also  detailed  a 
sufticient  number  to  cruise  along  tiie  coast  to  prevent  the  rebels  from 
communicating  with  the  outside  world. 

I  send  you  a  ])Ian  of  the  enemy's  works  from  Fort  Anderson  up 
to  Wilmington.  These  mounted  in  all  2(i  heavy  guns,  and  in  a  good 
position. 

The  upper  one,  Fort  Strong,  was  not  very  accessible  to  naval  attack, 
except  at  long  range,  but  was  of  no  further  use  to  the  rebels  after  the 
division  of  General  Terry  liiid  turneil  it  on  the  right  and  the  division  of 
(icneral  Cox  had  obtained  a  footing  on  the  island  above  it.  The  rebels 
left  to  avoid  being  cut  oft'. 

Everything  in  the  shape  of  naval  material  was  destroyed  by  the 
rebels,  except  the  piiate  GMckamauga,  which,  at  a  high  stage  of  water, 
went  up  to  Fayetteville,  where  she  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  Army 
before  long. 

1  have  left  all  the  necessary  orders  here  to  remove  the  obstructions 
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and  torpedoes  and  render  navigation  safe.     At  present  it  is  rather 
dangerous. 
Enclosed  is  a  list  of  vessels  and  their  present  stations. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poeteb, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  I>.  C. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqvadron  Feb 

ruary  25,  18G5. 


Norfollc  Navy  Yard. 


A.  D.  Vance. 

Alpha. 

Bigaonia. 

Clematis. 

Ghicopee. 

Cactus. 

Dumbarton  (ready). 

Delta. 

Dictator, 

Governor  Buckingham. 

Glance. 

General*  I'utuam. 

Hetzel. 


Henry  Brinker. 

Harcourt. 

Lilac. 

Monticello. 

Mount  Vernon. 

Mount  Washington. 

New  Ironsides. 

Poppy. 

Samuel  Eotan. 

Victoria. 

Wyandotte  (guard  ship). 

Watch. 

Zouave. 


James  River. 


Atlanta. 

Chippewa. 

Commodore  Barney. 

Commodore  Morris. 

Commodore  Perry. 

Delaware. 

Dawn. 

Daylight. 

Butaw. 

Hunchback. 

Huron. 

I.  N,  Seymour. 

Kansas. 

Mackinaw. 

Maumee. 

Massasoit. 


Miami, 

Mendota. 

Montauk. 

Onondaga. 

Osceola. 

Phlox. 

Pequot. 

Pawtuxet. 

Pontoosuc. 

Seneca. 

Spuyten  ])uyvil. 

Saffron. 

Sassacus. 

Unadilla. 

Western  World. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Agawam.  Martin, 

Belle.  Mattabesett. 

Commodore  Hull.  Shamrock, 

Ceres,  Shokokon, 

Fort  Donelson  (temporary).  Tacony, 

Granite  (guard  ship).  Valley  City. 

Hoyt.  Whitehead. 

Iosco.  Wyalusing. 
bockwood. 
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Cape  Fear  Hiver. 

Berberry.  Nyack. 

Eolus.  Eepublic. 

Emma.  Lenapee. 

Moccasin  (temporary).  Yantic  (temporary). 

Maratauza. 

Hampton  lioads. 

Keystone  State.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Nansemond.  Vicksburg-. 

Ehode  Island.  Wilderness. 

K.  R.  Cuyler.  Young  America. 

Tork  Biver. 
Crusader.  Mystic. 

Diapalch  ves/iels. 

Bat.  Little  Ada. 

Fabkee.  Alabama  (carrying  ordnancestores). 

Jieauforl. 

Release.  Arietta. 

Anemone. 

Ci'iiisinij  hetween  Georgetown,  S.  C,  iiiiil  Wextern  Bar. 

« 

Moutgoiiiery. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  TT.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  from  Charleston, 
S.  C,  towiwj  the  U.  8.  S.  Sangamon. 

U.  S.  S .  Emma, 
()f  Smithville,  N.  C,  February  26,  1865. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  my  having  arrived  off  the  western  bar  of 
Cape  Fear  River  on  Saturday  afternoon  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  the 
IJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  having  in  tow  the  U.  S.  S.  San(/<imon,  with  direc- 
tions from  Admiral  Dalilgren  to  take  her  off  Wilmington  and  then 
return  with  the  TuHcarora  and  report  to  him  at  that  place. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdy.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Neir  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear- Admiral  BahUjren, 
U.  S.  Navy,  proposing  to  send  the  U.  8.  8.  Sangamon  into  the  James 
River. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  27,  1865. 
Admiral  :  The  Sangamon  arrived  here  this  morning  too  late  to  be  of 
any  service,  as  the  works  on  the  river  had  been  rendered  untenable  by 
the  Montauh  and  gunboats,  and  Wilmington  is  now  in  our  possession. 
Six  earthworks  and  26  heavy  guns  fell  into  our  hands.  From  informa- 
tion I  have  received  I  deem  it  of  great  importance  to  get  the  Sangamon 
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to  Dutch  Gaj),  James  Kiver,  as  soon  as  jjossible,  and  I  sujipose  she  is 
of  no  longer  any  use  to  you. 

Seranies  is  aoiug  to  make  a  last  effort  witl^  his  lams,  and  may  suc- 
ceed if  not  prevented.  I  have  ordered  1,000  tons  of  coal  seut  you  from 
here. 

Congratulating  you  on  getting  into  Charleston,  I  remain, 
Very  truly  and  sincerely, 

David  D.  Poetek, 

Eear-Admiral. 

Eear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  the  guns 
found  in  the  evacuated  Confederate  icorhs. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Gape  Fear  River,  February  27,  1SG5. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  a  list  of  the  guns  found  in  the  forts  evacuated 
by  the  rebels  as  the  army  and  navy  moved  up  on  them.    They  are  all 
good  guns,  and  mostly  have  new  carriages.    The  number  captured  in 
the  works  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  near  Wilmington  amounts  to 
212.    There  are  likely  more  which  1  know  nothing  about. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  T).  C. 

[Euclosure.] 
Defenses  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

Fort  Anderson. — Three  rilled  32-pounder8,  (J  smoothbore  32-pounders, 
3  smoothbore  24  pounders. 

Barrier  on  Fort  Strong. — One  rifled  32  pounder,  banded;  1  rifled 
32-pound'er,  1  smoothbore  32-pouuder,  1  IX-inch  gun,  1  Vlll-inch  gun. 

No.  2  {above  barrier),  Fort  Lee. — Two  24-pouuders,  1  30-pounder  Par- 
rott,  1  IX-inch  gun,  1  42-pounder,  1  32-pounder  smoothboie. 

No.  3  [above  No.  2). — Three  6-inch  rifles,  1  IX-inch  gun. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Williams,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Aries. 

Cape  Fear  Eiver,  North  Carolina,  February  27,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Hampton  Beads  and  deliver  the  stores  you  have  on 
board  to  the  vessels  as  they  arrive,  after  which  you  will  proceed  to  Key 
West,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Stribling  for  duty  in  his 
squadron. 

Respectfully,  yours,  ■ 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Williams, 

GGmmanding  U.  S.  S.  Aries. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admirul  Porter,  jr.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- GommamUr 
Yoniifi,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  flic  destrnvtion  of  the  traverses  in  the  captured 
works  in  Cape  Fear  River.  * 

Cape  Fear  Eiver,  February  27,  1865. 
Sir:  If  tbe  array  lias  uot  taken  charge  of  those  forts  on  tbe  river, 
you  will  move  the  gun  carriages  out  of  tlie  way  and  burn  up  all  the 
traverses.  If  there  is  any  powder  in  the  magazines,  beware  of  wires 
or  hidden  torpedoes.  The  best  plan  will  be  to  have  the  powder  thrown 
overboard  and  then  burn  the  traverses. 
Eespectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

Commanding  Maratanza, 


[Telegram.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Dumbarton,  February  28, 1865. 
The  barges  were  sunk  as  soon  as  they  arrived  at  the  place  designated. 

Wm.  Kadford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  Naval  Forces, 

Lieu  tenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander   Young,   U:  S.   Navy,  regarding  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Chiclcamauga. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  February  28,  1865. 
Sir:  From  information  obtained  at  General  Scbofield's  headquarters 
and  by  tbe  report  of  a  river  pilot  whom  1  sent  up  to  Indian  Wells,  on 
the  North  West  Branch  of  this  river  [Cape  Fearj,  night  before  last,  the 
Ghickamaugu  has  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  I  am  positive  that  it  is 
the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Youkg, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lie%i- 
tenant  Batch,  IJ.  8.  Navy,  to  search  for  blockade  runner. 

March  1,  1805. 
Sir:  On  your  way  down  to  Key  West  you  will  stop  at  Little  Rivert 
where,  I  understand,  there  is  a  blockade  runner  reloading.     Make 
enquiries  concerning  her  whereabouts,  and  capture  her  if  possible. 
Eespectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral: 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balch, 

Commanding  Howquah. 
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Report  of  JAeutenantGommander  Young,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  guns 
dismounted,  jiowder  destroyed,  and  jire^mrations  for  the  removal  of 
obstructions  in  dqie  Fear  River.  ■» 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  March  1,  1865. 
SiE:  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  report  that  on  the  26th  of  February  I  sent 
a  party  to  the  forts  on  the  eastern  bank  and  dismounted  some  1 7 
guns  and  threw  all  the  powder  found  in  the  inagazine  overboard. 
The  names  of  forts  and  numbers  and  description  of  guns  1  will  forward 
by  the  next  mail.  We  are  now  preparing  a  lieavy  lighter  to  lift  the 
obstructions,  and  as  soon  as  the  coal  can  be  got  alongside  the  dock, 
the  Eolus  will  be  put  at  the  work. 

Your  general  orders  and  instructions  will  be  carried  out,  if  it  is  in 
my  power  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Portek, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  IT.  8.  steamers 
Shokokon  and  Agaicaut. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  of  the  8ounds  of  N.  C,  I'li/mouth,  March  1,  1805. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  tlie  U.  S.  S. 
Shokokon  at  this  place.    She  arrived  yesterday  and  I  sent  her'  to  New 
Berne  to  have  her  decks  shored  up  and  breeching  bolts  fitted  for  her 
IX-inch  guns. 
The  Agawam  has  also  got  over  the  Hatteras  Swash. 
There  is  no  news  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P.  S.— I  am  working  hard  at  the  obstructions  to  be  placed  in  the 
river,  and  making  good  headwaj'.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  chains 
stretched  across. 

W.  H.  M. 


(Tehgniu;) 

Norfolk,  March  2,  18<;5. 

General  Grant  would  like  to  see  you  and  1  shall  be  in  Washington 

to-morrow  morning  with  this  vessel,  the  Bat,  in  which  you  can  leave  in 

the  afternoon.    She  is  a  regular  armed  man-of-war.  and  the  fastest 

vessel  on  the  river.     1  think  it  would  be  best  for  you  to  use  her. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

-^      .  ,        ,  Assistant  Secretarii. 

President  Lincoln, 

Washington,  I).  C. 
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[Teluj;raiu.l 

Navy  Department,  March  2, 1S65. 
You  may  cruise  about  the  bay  and  vicinity  of  Hampton  Koads  until 
tbe  machinery  is  in  ])erlect  working  order,  not  to  be  absent  from  the 
telegraph  more  than  twenty-four  hours. 

.Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  John  Rodgers, 

Vommanding  U.  S.  iS.  JMctator,  Point  Lnolout,  Md. 


[  Telegram.  1 

Navy  Department,  March  3,  1805. 
Have  the  ironclads  Montaiilc  and   Monadnocl;  arrived'?    When  they 
arrive  send  them  up  .Tames  River  immediately. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Hampton  Noads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lievtenant-Gommander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  expe- 
dition iqi  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Lenapke, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  3, 1805. 
Sir  :  III  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  1st  instant,  I  got  underway  with 
this  vessel  on  the  2d  instant  and  proceeded  up  the  North  West  Branch 
to  a  point  where  the  Cape  Fear  River  forms  a  junction  with  the  Black 
River.  The  bends  in  the  river  I  found  too  short  to  attempt  to  get  the 
vessel  higher  without  carrying  away  the  wheelhouses  and  otherwise 
damaging  the  ship.  I  remained  there  until  1  o'clock  p.  m.  today.  Dur- 
ing the  night  some  negroes  came  down,  and,  on  (juestioniug  them,  they 
informed  ine  that  tliey  had  been  told  that  General  Sherman's  forces 
were  at  a  town  called  Robeson,  20  miles  from  Fayetteville.  I  gamed 
no  further  intelligence  of  importance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Wilmington,  N.  G. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  4,  1805.-7  p.  m. 

(Received  8:20  p.m.) 
The  James  River  is  very  high,  and  will  continue  so  as  long  as  the 
weather  of  the  past  week  lasts. 

It  would  be  well  to  have  at  once  all  the  ironclads  that  it  is  intended 
should  come  here. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Annistant  Secretary  Navy. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Departmknt, 
Wofihimjton,  D.  C,  M»rch  4,  1865—8  :  50  p.  m. 
Send  oft'  a  steamer  to  Cape  Fear  River  to  bring  the  Montauk,  ironclad, 
to  James  River  immediately,  and  let  the  same  steamer  go  with  great 
dispatch  to  Charleston  to  bring  up  two  ironclads  from  there;  all  for 
James  River.    Answer  what  steamer  leaves,  and  when. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  5, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  10:  45  a.  m.) 
Your  telegram  was  received  this  morning  at  fifteen  minutes  after 
midnight;  blowing  a  gale  of  wind  at  the  time. 
U.  S.  S.  Aries  sailed  at  <laylight  this  morning. 

The  monitors  are  expected  every  moment  from  Cape  Fear,  and  I 
shall  send  them  up  the  river  immediately. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Port  Monroe,  Va.,  March  5, 1865 — 2 :  30  p.  m. 

( Received  2 :  45  p.  m.) 
The  monitor  Sangamon  is  now  in  and  is  on  her  way  up  the  James 
River. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain,  etc. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Spencer,  V,  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrest,  by 
military  aidhoriiy,  of  the  commanding  officei-  of  the  U.  S.-  schooner 
Samuel  Rotan. 

IT.  S.  Schooner  Samuel  Rotan, 
Oosport  [Norfollc]  Navy  Yard,  March  6,  1865. 
Sir:  I  very  respectfully  report  that  on  Saturday,  the  4th  instant,  at 
1  ]).  m.,  two  soldiers  of  the  provost-guard  and  a  civilian  came  on  board 
of  this  vessel,  arrested  the  commanding  officer,  Acting  Master  William 
G.  Nutting,  searched  his  stateroom,  and  took  him  from  the  vessel, 
refusing  to  show  written  authority.  '  The  guard  stated  that  they  made 
the  arrest  by  the  order  of  Major  Cunningham,  provost-marshal  of 
Portsmouth,  Va. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Spencer, 

Acting  Ensign, 
David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Adnrirai,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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[Endorsement.] 

I  don't  think  Captain  Berrien  should  recognize  nylitary  authority  on 
board  a  naval  vessel. 

F[oxJ. 

[Endorsement.] 

Military  arrest  of  naval  oflQcer  on  his  vessel  should  not  have  been 
permitted. 

[Welles.] 

Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Ensign  Pratt, 
U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  of  commendation  from  Commander 
Trenchard,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  March  8,  1865. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  herewith  transmit 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commander  Stephen  D.  Trenchard,  of  the 
3d  instant,  commending  the  skillfnl  manner  in  which  you  handled  the 
boat  sent  to  rescue  the  crew  of  the  wrecked  schooner  Spray,  and  also 
the  efflcient  services  rendered  by  you  in  the  embarkation  of  troops  after 
the  first  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Ensign  Nichols  Pratt, 

U.  8.  S.  Rhode  Island,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  March  3,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant, 
while  on  the  passage  up  from  Beaufort  to  Hampton  Roads,  discovered 
a  schooner  flying  signal  of  distress  on  the  shoals  about  II  miles  S.  S.  E. 
from  Cape  Lookout.     Stood  in  and  dispatched  boat  to  her  assistance. 

The  vessel  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Spray,  of  Egg  Harbor,  N.  J., 
Israel  G.  Adams,  master,  from  Fortress  Monroe  for  Beaufort,  with  coal 
for  the  Army,  and  had  been  on  shore  since  Monday  night,  the  27th 
ultimo,  her  stern  washed  in,  and  she  was  going  to  pieces  very  fast. 
Her  crew  had  taken  refuge  upon  the  bowsprit  and  Jib  boom,  from  which 
they  were  rescued  by  our  boat  and  brought  to  this  port  by  the  Rhode 
Island. 

The  master  reports  that  during  the  time  the  schooner  was  on  shore 
several  vessels  passed  so  near  that  he  could  see  their  signal  for  pilots 
and  without  rendering  any  assistance. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  Acting 
Ensign  Nichols  Pratt,  for  the  skillful  manner  in  which  the  boat  was 
handled  on  this  occasion,  and  also  for  the  efficient  service  rendered  by 
him  after  the  first  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  in  the  embarkation  of 
troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Trenchard, 

Commander. 
Rear-Adiniral  David  D,  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  9,  1865—8 :  30  p.  m. 
Naval  force  along  the  Virginia  shore  of"* the  Chesapeake  will  be 
increased.    Is  the  James  high  enough  to  make  an  attempt  to  go  up  ? 
We  have  a  very  large  naval  force  released,  and  the  sacrifice  of  some  of 
them  might  open  the  way  for  others  to  get  through. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  tfie  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Generul  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  9, 1865. 
The  James  River  is  high  enough  for  gunboats  to  ascend,  except  in 
cooperation  with  the  army.  However,  I  do  not  think  any  practical 
results  could  come  from  sending  them  up.  If  Admiral  Porter  comes 
down  here,  as  I  expect  in  a  few  days,  I  will  consult  with  him  ou  the 
subject  and  let  you  know  the  conclusion. 

U.  S.  Grant, 


Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 


G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  10,  1865. 

Have  the  Rhode  Island  ready  for  sea. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  John  Eodgers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dictator, 

or  the  Senior  Commanding  Officer,  Hampton  -Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Young,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  an  expe- 
dition into  the  North  West  Branch  of  tlic  Cape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanea, 
Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  since  the  first  of  this  month  the  steamer 
Eolus,  with  a  boat  and  crew  from  the  Maratanza  and  Lenapee,  boats' 
crews  and  officers  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  L.  H. 
Newman,  of  the  Nyack,  ascended  the  North  West  Branch  as  far  as  the 
steamer  could- go  without  knocking  off  wheelhouses  and  injuring  the 
vessels  materially,  but  sufficiently  far  enough  to  prove  to  my  entire  sat- 
isfaction that  the  river  is  obstructed  above  that  point,  and  we  will  be 
compelled  to  employ  smaller,  and  if  they  can  be,  steam  launches,  for 
up-river  service.  The  gate  obstructions  are  all  clear,  so  that  three  or 
four  vessels  can  pass  abreast.  The  obstructions  on  the  line  of  the  two 
sunken  steamers,  where  the  buoy  fiags  were  planted,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  take  great  i)ains  to  raise  carefully.  We  have  succeeded  in 
destroying  some  four  torpedoes  which  were  found  lodged  in  the  logs  of 
the  obstructions. 
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I  liave,  thought  proper  to  have  all  the  traverses  of  all  the  forts  on  the 
east  bank  of  Cape  Fear  River  removed  and  destroyed  by  the  axe  than 
by  lire,  as  I  found  the  powder  spread  all  along  over  the  ground.  I 
would  resi)ectfally  request  instructions  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of 
the  guns  in  the  forts,  and  get  permission  to  mount  one  of  the  IX-inch 
guns,  captured  at  one  of  the  naval  batteries,  oii  board  this  ship  to  com- 
plete my  complement. 

I  have  not  been  enabled  to  get  the  ordnance  schooners  along  as 
fast  as  might  be  had  the  weather  been  better.  It  has  been  such  that 
ammunition  of  all  kinds  would  have  been  ruined,  as  it  has  rained  the 
greater  part  of  the  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cteokge  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Eu  closure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nyack, 
Wilmington,  K.  6'.,  March  9,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  with  the  Eolus  up  the 
Cape  Kear  liiver  on  the  7th  instant  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Wood's 
Creek,  about  28  miles  from  here.  After  passing  the  mouth  of  Black 
River  the  stream  is  very  narrow  and  tortuous,  with  a  strong  current. 
Finding  thnt  I  could  not  make  the  turns  without  using  hawsers,  and  then 
fouling  paildl^  boxes  and  smokestack  in  the  branches  of  large  trees,  I 
concluded  to  return.  The  people,  white  and  black,  whom  I  questioned, 
state  that  the  Chicliamauga  is  sunk  across  the  stream  at  Indian  Wells, 
with  a  chain  just  below.  Her  two  guns  are  on  a  bluff"  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

L.  n.  Newman, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

iSenior  Officer  Present,  Commandiny  U.  8.  S.  Maratanza, 


General  order  of  Commodore  Radford,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  James 
River  Flotilla,  regarding  picket  duty. 

James  River  Flotilla, 
Flagship  Dumbarton,  March  11,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Homer  C.  Blake  will  hereafter  have  control 
of  the  naval  picket  lines. 

No  boat  will  be  allowed  to  pass  the  Onondaga  during  the  night  on 
any  pretense  whatever,  without  first  reporting  on  board  the  Onondaga 
and  obtaining  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake's  permission,  or  the  per- 
mission of  the  senior  officer  of  the  ironclad  division. 

The  following  arrangement  will  be  observed  with  regard  to  picket 
boats,  commencing  Saturday  evening  the  11th  instant.  Each  vessel 
named  will  send  a  boat  with  a  full  crew,  arnied  and  equipped  for  the 
night,  with  an  officer  in  charge. 

Saturday,  March  11,  IHli'i.—Maclcinair,  Acting  Master  J.  A.  Bullard 
(in  chargeOf  picket  line);  Mussasoit,  Eutaw,  Chippewa,  Unadilla,  Sas- 
sacus,  Maumee. 
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Sunday  eveninq,  the  12th .—Mendota,  Acting  Master  Digard  (in  charge 
of  picket  line);  Commodore  Ferry,  Pontoosuc,  Osceola,  Shawmut,  Huron, 
Miami. 

These  boats,  with  the  officers  in  charge  as  assigned,  will  do  picket 
duty,  alternating  each  night,  as  observed  in  this  order. 

The  tugs  Alert,  Clinton,  and  launch  No.  4  will  report  for  duty  every 
night. 

EespectfuUy, 

Wm.  Eadfoed, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Commander  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  regardiivg  the  expedition  into  the 

Neuse  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Agawam, 
New  Berne,  March  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  On  the  9th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Palmer  urging 
me  to  send  a  force  up  the  JSeuse,  as  the  enemy  were  reported  as  putting 
a  pontoon  over,  11  miles  below  Kinston.  I  sent  Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Thornton,  of  the  Iosco,  up  yesterday  with  eight  boats'  crews  and 
officers,  in  the  army  steamers  Shrapnel  and  Ella  May;  the  latter  was 
armed  with  our  howitzers.  Lieutenant-Commander  Thornton  had 
received  orders  from  you  to  go  to  Plymouth,  but  as  there  seems  some 
important  movement  going  on,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  general  that 
the  enemy  have  been  largely  reinforced  at  Kinston,  I  have  detained 
the  Iosco  until  this  expedition  returns. 

The  acting  master  of  the  Commodore  Hull  showed  me  his  orders  to 
take  command  of  the  Shokolwn. 

The  Ceres  takes  up  some  men  from  the  hospital  belonging  to  the 
Wyalusing.  There  is  oue  schooner  here  under  charter,  and  she  will  be 
sent  to  Eoanoke  Island  after  coaling  the  Taeony,  unless  you  direct  oth- 
erwise. We  have  been  using  her  to  coal  our  vessels,  the  lighter  having 
sunk  at  the  wharf  of  the  storehouse. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Ehind, 

Commander, 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Senior  Officer,  Sounds  North  Carolina. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  March  12, 1865. 
Eeport  to  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  at  Hampton  Eoads,  for  command  of 
the  Monadnock. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  Eonckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy, 

No; 2031  Pine  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  March  12,  m65— 1:30 p.m. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Mahopac  is  in  from  Cbarleston,  and  the  Gasco  from  New  York,  and 
both  are  ou  their  way  up  the  James  Kiver.     We  have  no  news  of  the 
Montaiili. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  March  IS,  1865. 
Send  Montauk  to  Washington  navy  yard  as  soon  as  she  arrives. 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Commanding  Officer, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Rhind,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of  expedi- 
tion up  the  Neuse  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Agawam,  New  Berne,  March  13, 1865. 

Sir:  Lieulenaut  Commander  Thornton  returned  last  night  with  the 
expedition  he  took  up  the  Neuse  Kiver.  The  JUlla  May  and  Shrapnel, 
army  steamers,  were  not  sufficiently  supplied  with  coal  to  make  a  longer 
stay.  The  boats  reached  a  point  about  3  miles  below  Kinston.  Gen- 
eral Cox  advised  that  they  should  return  aud  patrol  the  river. 

A  deserter  from  a  North  Carolina  regiment  came  on  board  the  Ella 
May  yesterday  morning.  He  states  that  the  whole  rebel  force  under 
Bragg  (estimated  by  him  at  40,000)  had  evacuated  Kinston,  moving 
toward  Goldsboro,  but  that  Hoke's  division  returned  when  he  left.  The 
ironclad  is  afloat  and  ready  for  service;  has  two  guns,  draws  9  feet. 
No  pontoon  was  found  in  the  Neuse. 

If  you  can  send  me  a  torpedo  launch  at  once  he  may  have  an  oppor 
tuuity  of  destroying  the  ironclad.    The  bridge  (railroad)  at  Kinston  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

We  are,  unfortunately,  dependent  ou  the  army  for  light-draft  steam- 
ers. If  I  had  the  proper  vessels  I  should  be  able  to  act.  I  shall  keej) 
the  Iosco  for  a  few  days,  as  we  may  require  her  boats  and  men. 

I  am  making  an  effort  to-day  to  have  the  Ella  May  fitted  with  a  tor- 
pedo to  send  her  up  again,  as  General  Cox  telegraphs  me  that  he  would 
like  to  have  the  boats  up  again. 

8  p.  m. — I  have  received  a  note  from  an  aid  de  camp  of  General  Scho 
field  (commanding  department),  informing  me  that  he  will  be  unable  to 
place  the  steamers  at  my  disi)osal.    Nothing  can  be  done,  therefore,  by 
us.    There  is  a  chance  of  using  the  picket  launch  if  she  can  be  got  here 
without  delay. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RniND, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  14,  1865. 
Have  the  Malvern  at  Hampton  Roads  Friday  morning,  ready  to  go  up 
James  River  with  the  admiral  and  friends. 

G.  V.  Pox. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  14,  1865 — 7 p-  »»• 

(Received  7:30  p.m.) 

Monitor  Lehigh  in  from  Charleston  and  will  go  up  the  James  River 
immediately.  No  news  of  the  Montauk.  Our  troops  in  possession  of 
Kinstoii,  N.  C. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

City  P(jint,  Va.,  March  14, 1865. 
Will  you  please  have  a  few  gunboats,  say  six,  including  four  already 
gone,  sent  into  the  Yorii  and  Pamunkey  rivers  to  keep  open  free  navi- 
gation between  White  House  and  the  mouth  of  York  River.  I  have  a 
large  force  now  on  its  way  to  White  House.  When  it  is  withdrawnthe 
navy  can  withdraw  also. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lie  utenan  t-  General. 
Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Care  of  Major- General  Ord. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Dumbarton,  March  14, 1865 — 12:55  p.  m. 
Telegram  received.     Will  send  vessels  required  immediately. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 
Lieutenant-General  U,  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Jones'  Landing,  March  14,  1865. 
The  Mahopac  and  Casco  have  arrived.     At  the  special  request  of 
General  Grant,  I  have  sent  two  vessels  from  here  to  York  River  to 
cooperate  with  the  army. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Bhind,  U.  S.  Navi/,  regarding  the  destruction  of 

the  G.  8.  ram  Neuse. 

U,  S.  S.  Agawam,  New  Berne,  March  14,  1865. 
Sir:  The  Whitehead  arrived  here  at  8  a.  in.  I  found  her  not  ready 
for  immediate  service,  but  shall  have  her  ready  by  8  a.  m.  to  morrow. 
I  intend  sending  her  up  to  Kinston.  I  had  a  torpedo  fitted  to  her,  and 
after  I  had  the  works  started  1  received  a  telegram  from  General  Cox 
at  the  bridge  Kinston  stating,  "The  ram  is  burned;  her  wreck -is  in 
sight;  the  torpedo  will  not  be  needed." 

This  evening  I  have  another  dispatch,  dated  at  Kinston.  As  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  destruction  of  the  ram,  there  is  no  longer 
a  necessity  for  the  picket  launch.  The  Tosco  will  go  to  Plymouth 
immediately  on  Captain  Thornton's  return.  He  goes  up  on  the  White- 
head. If  the  services  of  the  Whitehead  should  be  required  here  on  her 
return,  I  will  inform  you  and  will  retain  her  till  further  orders. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commander. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb. 


[Telegram. 1 

Navy  Depaktment,  March  15,  1865. 
Send  Monadnoch  up  James  Eiver. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  f.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  JJ.  8.  S.  Monadnock,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  James 
River. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  15,  1865. 
Sir:  Yon  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Monadnoclc,  under  your  com- 
mand, up  the  James  River  and  report  to  Commodore  Radford  for  duty. 
Use  every  exertion  to  reach  your  destination  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parbott, 

Commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Monadnoclc. 

[Endorsement.] 

Reported  March  20. 

W.  Radford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  cooperation  loith 
the  army  in  Rappahannock  and  York  rivers. 

James  Riteb  Flotilla, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Dumbarton,  March  l'>.  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's communication -of  the  7th  instant. 
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I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  was  requested  by  Lieutenant-General 
Grant,  to  whom  I  was  ordered  to  report  when  ordered  to  the  command 
of  this  flotilla,  to  send  two  or  more  gunboats  u'^  the  Kappahaniiock.  I 
telegraphed  to  General  Grant  that  Gomiiiaiider  Parker  was  in  command 
of  that  district,  and  that  he  had  gunboats  better  adapted  for  those 
waters.  In  reply  the  general  stated  that  he  wished  me  to  send  them, 
as  they  were  to  go  on  a  special  expedition,  and  to  go  immediately. 

Supposing  Gommander  Parker  to  be  up  the  Potomac,  and  the  gen 
eral's  dispatch  indicating  an  emergency,  I  directed  two  gunboats  to 
proceed  immediately  up  the  Eappahannock  and  cooperate  with  the 
army.  Had  I  directed  them  to  report  to  Commander  Parker  I  could 
not  have  complied  with  General  Grant's  request,  which  was  in  substance 
an  order. 

In  obedience  to  a  telegram  received  from  General  Grant  I  yesterday 
sent  the  U.  S.  S.  Shaicmut  and  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Morris  up  the  York 
liiver.  This  telegram  stated  that  a  naval  cooperation  was  required 
immediately. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Kadford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Dumbarton, 
Jones''  Landing,  March  15,  1865. 
I  received  an  order  last  night  to  send  this  vessel  to  Washington.     I 
should  like  to  keep  her  until  replaced. 

Wm.  llADFORB, 

Commodore. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[TeleKi-am.J 

Navy  Department,  March  id,  18(>5. 
Proceed  as  soon  as  practicable  to  New  York  with  the  Dictator,  taking 
the  Rhode  Island  with  you,  when  she  can  proceed  to  Maine. 

G.  Welles, 
ISecretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  ti.  Dictator,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  Iti,  1865. 
Shall  not  be  with  you  until  Saturday.     Notify  Lieutenant-General 
Grant. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Tvj-  ■      ^  ,  1    , ,    ^  Assistant  Secretary. 

Major-General  J.  G.  Barnard,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Va. 
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f  Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  16, 1865. 
Wlieii  you  can  spare  tbe  Mahopac  and  (SaMf/w*,  or  either  of  them,  send 
them  to  VVashiugton*  Withdrawneitherexceptapproved  by  Lieutenant- 
Gen  eral  Grant. 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla,  Jones'  Landing,  Va. 


fTelegr;ijn.] 

Navy  Department,  /¥«re/t  ir,,  1865. 
Retain  Dumbarton  while  you  are  living  on  board. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla,  Jones'  Landing,  Va. 


Instructions  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  picket 

duty  in  James  River. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Onondaga, 
James  River,  Virginia,  March  16,  1865. 

The  picket  boats  doing  duty  at  Dutch  Gap  will,  in  case  of  torpedo 
boats  or  fire  rafts  passing  down  the  river,  give  the  alarm  by  firing  a 
rocket.  Should  the  rebel  fleet  pass  the  gap,  they  will,  in  addition  to 
the  rocket,  burn  a  red  Coston  light  in  such  a  position  that  it  will  be 
seen  by  tiie  upper  and  lower  fleets.  Should  torpedo  boats  come  to  the 
obstructions,  they  must  be  captured  or  destroyed.  Should  they,  how- 
ever, succeed  in  ])assing  the  obstructions,  a  rocket  will  bo  fired  as  a 
wai'ning  to  f.he  fleet;  our  picket  boats  will  jmrsue  them,  showing  a  red 
light  toward  the  Commodore  I'crry,  that  we  may  distinguish  between 
friend  and  f(je,  care  being  taken  that  the  light  is  not  seen  from  up  the 
river. 

The  firing  of  a  musket  from  one  of  the  picket  boats  will  indicate  dan- 
ger. All  boats  will  immediately  get  underway  to  be  ready  to  execute 
any  orders  received  from  the  officer  in  chaige  of  the  picket  line.  One 
long  whistle  will  call  the  boats  from  the  north  channel  to  the  assistance 
of  those  in  the  south  chanirel;  two  long  whistles  will  call  the  boats  in 
south  cliannel  to  the  assistance  of  those  in  the  north  channel. 

Picket  boats  will  not  leave  tlieir  stations  on  any  ])retense  whatever, 
except  iu  case  of  an  attack  or  by  order  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
|)i(!Uet  line. 

No  boat  will  be  allowed  to  pass  up  to  the  obstructions  after  dark 
without  the  order  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  ironclad  division,  nor 
above  tbe  obstructions  witliout  the  sanction  of  the  commander  of  the 
division. 

A  white  light  shown  by  one  of  the  picket  boats  will  indicate  that  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  i)ickets  is  wanted. 

The  officers  in  charge  of -picket  boats  will  see  that  their  respective 
boats.are  provided  with  the  following  articles: 

A  red  and  white  lantern. 
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Rocket  and  grapnel,  with  at  least  3  fathoms  of  chain  attached  to  it, 
to  be  used  in  case  of  tire  rafts.  j     -it,        "    * 

The  ofiScers  in  charge  of  the  picket  boats -are  charged  with  a  most 
important  duty;  the  strictest  vigilance  is  required  at  all  times;  they 
will  avoid  all  unnecessary  noise  and  be  careful  that  no  lights  are  shown 
from  their  boats  unless  absolutely  necessary. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  picket  line  will  report  in  writing  the 
slightest  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  any  one  on  the  picket  hne. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

Homer  C.  Blake, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  V.  8.  Navy, 
In  charge  of  Naval  Picket  Line,  Trent's  Beach. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Young,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off 
Wilmington,  regarding  general  affairs  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  MaratanzA,  March  16,  1865. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  report  of  the  5th  instant  I  have  examined  the 
forts  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  and,  as  reported  before,  find  my 
orders  have  been  carried  out  strictly.  On  the  7th  instant  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Newman,  commanding  the  Nyack,  made  an  examination  of 
the  North  W  est  Bran(;h  of  the  [Cape  Fear]  River  as  far  as  the  Devil's  Bend, 
but  returned  on  the  !)th  instant,  finding  the  river  to  be  very  circuitous, 
and  not. wishing  to  damage  the  Eolus,  he  returned  at  the  expiration  of 
forty-eight  hours.  Enclosed  please  find  Lieutenant  Commander  New- 
man's report.* 

On  the  11th  instant,  in  an  interview  with  Major-General  Scofleld,  he 
mentioned  that  he  was  anxious  to  open  communication  with  Major- 
General  Sherman.  Acting  Master  H.  W.  Grinnell  and  Acting  Ensign 
H.  B.  Colby,  of  tlie  Nyack,  volunteered  to  convey  any  communication 
to  the  army  that  the  general  might  have  to  send,  and  as  their  com- 
manding officer  liad  no  objections,  I  gave  the  permission  to  undertake 
the  service.  I  am  happy  to  state  they  were  in  time  to  meet  General 
Sherman  just  outside  of  Fayetteville.  1  resi)ectfully  call  your  atten- 
tion to  Acting  Master  Grinnell's  report,!  a  copy  of  which  I  respectfully 
submit. 

On  tiie  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  Major  General  Terry,  in  an  inter- 
view, stated  that  he  was  about  starting  an  expedition  up  the  North 
West  Branch  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  way  to  Fayetteville,  and 
wished  to  have  one  of  the  gunboats,  as  a  support,  to  follow.  I  imme- 
diately prepared  the  Eohtu,  and  with  one  boat's  crew  from  each  of  the 
vessels  (Maratanzd,  Lenapee,  and  Nyack)  I  followed  the  army  tug,  but, 
owing  to  the  circuitous  nature  of  the  river,  the  Eolus  was  compelled  to 
anchor  in  what  is  called  the  Devil's  Bend  for  the  night;  but  the  next 
morning  we  made  our  way  through  the  dilficultles  and  reached  Fayette- 
ville at  9:30  tlie  evening  of  the  12th  instant.  On  my  arrival  I  found 
(ieneral  Sherman's  army  making  preparation  for  crossing.  I  called 
upon  General  Sherman,  tendering  my  services,  and  he  requested  that 
1  would  leave  the  Eohis  in  the  river  until  his  army  had  left  Fayette- 
ville, which  I  have  done.  The  obstructions  in  the  upper  part  of  Cape 
Fear  River,  owing  to  the  heavy  freshets,  have  been  swept  away,  and 
with  screw  steamers  of  100  or  130  feet  in  length,  with  3  feet  draft  of 

^  See  p.  (j2.  t  See  p.  90. 
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water,  Fayetteville  can  be  reached  at  any  season.  The  GMckamauga 
was  sunk  across  the  narrow  part  of  the  channel,  but  the  current  has 
swept  her  alongside  the  bank.  s 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  V.  8.  Navy, 
Senior  Officer  present  off  Wilmington. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Commander  Bhind,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  .of 
the  U.  8.  steamers  Hunchback  and  Whitehead. 


U.  S.  S.  Agawam, 
New  Berne,  March  17,  1865. 
Sir:  The  Hunchback  arrived  here  this  afternoou.    I  have  directed 
Captain  Fyfie  to  proceed  to  Plymouth  as  soon  as  he  coals  his  vesSel. 
The  Iosco  left  this  morning. 

The  Whitehead  is  in  the  river  above  the  obstructions,  being  unable  to 
proceed  farther  on  account  of  the  low  stage  of  water.  As  she  draws  too 
much  to  navigate  the  Neuse,  she  is  of  no  use  here.  Please  inform  me 
what  disposition  you  wish  made  of  her.  I  have  sent  orders  to  her  com- 
mand! ug  oflBcer  to  remain  above  the  obstructions  till  her  coal  gave  out. 
She  has  but  four  or  five  days'  supply. 
I  have  no'  further  intelligence  from  the  army. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Commander  W.  H.  Macomb. 


A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commander. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  March 

18,  1865. 


Name. 


A.  D.  Vance. 
Agawam 


Alabama  — . 

Atlanta 

Anemone 

Arietta 

Albemafle . . . 

Alpha 

Ben  Morgan  . 
Belle 


Berberry  

Bignonia 

Bat 

Chicopee 

Commodore  Hull  . 


Ci-res 

Cambridfje 

Commodore  Barney  - 

Cactus 

Commodore  Morris. 

Crusader  

Chippewa 

Commodore  Perry.. 
Clinton 


ClaaH. 


Paddle 
...do 

....do- 
Screw  . 
....do, 
Sail.... 
Hulk  . , 
Screw 
Hulk  ., 
Screw 

....do, 
....do 
Paddle 
....do. 

Screw 

....do 

Paddle 

Screw 

Paddle 

Screw 

do 

Paddle 
Screw 


Conunaudino;  officer. 


Lieut.  Com.  J.  H.  Upshur , 

Commander  A.  C.  Khiud 

Act.  Vol.  Lt.  A.  E.  Langthorne. , 
A  ct.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  J.  Woodward  . . 
Acting  Ensign  N.C.  Borden.  .. 
Lieut.  Coniniander  W.  C.  West. 
Act.  Aast.  Paymaster  Mellach  , 

Acting  Ensign  N.  K.  Davis 

Acting  Master  A.  B.  Mulford . . 
Acting  Master  J,  G.  Green 

Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Eowntree 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  D.  Boatb. . . 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  S.  Barnes 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore. 

Act.  Mae.  Mate  H.  H.  Foster. . . 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels ... 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  B.  Livingston. . 
Act. Mas.  and  Pilot  J.Evans.. 

Acting  Master  R.  G.  Lee 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Peter  Hays. . . . 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  W.  Weaver 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster  . . . 
Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden. 


Present  duty  or  sta- 
tion. 


Detached. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
Hampton  Koads. 
James  River,  Va. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 
James  River. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
Beaufort. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Washington.  D.  C. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 
White  House,  Va. 
Detached. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  March  18y  1865- 

ContiDiied. 


Name. 


Charlea  Phelps. 

Cohasset 

Clematis 

Dumbarton 

Delaware 

DawD . 


Bavlight 
Delta 


EoluH 

E/nma 

Eutaw 

Epsilon 

Port  BonSlson 

Falikee 

Goverlior    BiickiDg- 
liain. 

General  Putnam 

Granite 


Glance 

(lamraa 

Huron 

HunL-hback . 


Henry  Urinker  . 

Hoyt 

Hetzel 

Harconrt 

Iosco  


1.  N.  Seymour... 

Kansas 

Keystone  State  . 

Lilian .• 

Lockwoort 


Lilac 

Little  Ada 

Lenajiee 

Monticello". 

Maumee 

Moccasin 

Mackinaw 

Massasoit 

Monadnock 

Mount  Vernon. 
Mattabesett  . . . 


Montgomery. 


Maratanza 

Miami 

Mendota 

Mount  Washington.. 

Mystic 

Martin 


Malvern 

Moutank 

Nyack 

New  Berne 

Nafi.aemond 

Osceola 

Onondaga 

Phlox 

Pequot 

Pawtuxet 

Pontoosuc 

Poppy  

Picket  lauTicli  No.  4. 
Picket  launch  No.  5 

Picket  launch  No.  G. 

Rhode  Island 

R.R.Cuyler 
Renahaw 


Guns.  Class. 


Hulk  .. 
1     Screw  . 

do. 

4  ;  Paddle. 

4  ' do  . 

3  I  Screw  . 

8  ■ do  ., 

..  I do  .. 

Paddle. 

Screw  - 

Paddle - 

Screw  .. 

Paddle. 

Screw  .. 

do  . 

Paddle. 

Sloop  ... 

Screw  -, 

do., 

do  . 

Paddle. 

Screw  .. 
do.. 


Screw  ., 
Paddle. 


...do. 
Screw  - 
Paddle. 
....do. 
....do. 


Screw  -.. 

do  ... 

Paddle... 
Screw  . . . 

do... 

. . . , do  .  -  - 
Paddle... 
....do  ... 
Screw  -  -  - 
....do  ... 
Paddle... 


Screw  , 


Paddle 

....do 

....do  

....do  

Screw 

Screw  tug 


Paddlo. 
Scrt'w  - 
...do  . 
...do. 
Paddle. 
....do. 
Screw  . 
Paddle. 
....do  . 
...do  . 
....do  . 
Screw  . 
Screw  . 
....do  . 


Commanding  officer. 


Acting  Ensign  "W.  Ottiwell 

Act.  Ens.  and  Pilot  Griffiu 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  H.  Gooding. . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  Brown 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge. . . 
Acting  Master  J.  A.  Jackaway. 

Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon 

Act.  Mas.  Mate  W.F.  Gragg 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser 

Acting  Mast«r  [J.  A.  ]  Hamilton 


Acting  Ensign  [F.  "W.]  Mintzer. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost 

Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.MacDiarmid. 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Savage 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer 


Acting  Ensign  H.Wheeler 

Acting  Ensign  H.F.Curtis 

Lieut.  Commander  T.O.  Selfridgt 
Lieutenant  J.  [P.]Fyfle 


Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens. .. 
Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly 
Acting  Master  I G.  B.]Thorapson' 


Present  duty  or  sta- 
tion. 


Lieut. Commander  J.  S.  Thornton' 


Acting  Ensign  F.  B.  Allen 

Lieut.  Com.  P.  G.  AVatmough. 

Commander  H.Rolando 

Act,  Vol.  Lieut.  Vj.  D.  Bruner. 
Acting  Ensign  M.  1).  Ames... 


Acting  Ensign  -T.  A.  Chad  wick. . 

Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts i 

Lieu t.  Commander  R.  Chandler . .  | 
Lieut. Commander W.  B.Cushing, 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Parker ! 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brown 

Commander  J.  C.  Beau  niont 

Commander  R.  T.  Ronsliaw 

Commander  W.  Uonckendorfi'- ..j 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  J.  Trathen i 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger ! 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn 


Lieut.  Commander  G.W.Young.; 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves.  -.1 

Commniider  E,  T.  Nichols I 

Act.  Mas. andPilotH.H.  Haynie 

Acting  Master  W.  Wright 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall.. 

Ensign  W.  C.  Wiae : 

Lieut.  Commander  E. E.  Stone ...\ 
Lieut.  CommanderL.H.  Newman 
Act.  Vol.  Lt.  [S.  li.l  Washburn 
Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter  . . . 

Commander  J.  M,B.  Clit/- 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  i).  Bluke 
Acting  Ensign  D.  F.  O'Brien. . 
Lieut.  Commander  D.  L.  Braint 

Commander  J.  H.  Sjwtts 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  G.  Temple 
Acting  Ensign  W.Clarke 


Acting  Ensign  [C.S.]  Willcox. 
ComniRiider  S.  D.  Trenchard  ... 
Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell.. 
Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 


Acting  Master  J.  Baker  . 


Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. 


Craney  Island. 
James  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navjv^  Yard. 
Cape  Pear  River. 

Do. 
James  River. 

Do. 
Hampton  Roads. 
White  Houae. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Detached. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
Souu  da,    Nortli    Caro- 
lina. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 
Sounds,  North     Caro- 
lina. 
Detached. 
James  River. 
Ordered  to  JJaltimore. 
Detached. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 
Under  ordera  North. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 
NorJblk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,    North    (Jaro- 

lina. 
Cruising  ofll'Capc  Fear 

River. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
James  River. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Detached. 

Sounds,    Nortli    Caro- 
lina. 
Hampton  Road.s. 
James  River. 
Cape  Fear  Rivei". 
Hftv,^  York. 
James  River,  Va. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Dn. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Noriolk  Navy  Yard. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Beaufort,  N.C. 

Norfolk,  Ya.. 

Cape  Fear  River, 
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List  pfvesaeh  composing  the  North  Jilantic  Blockading  Squadron,  March  18,  1865— 

Continued. 


Name. 


Sau^UB 
Seueca. 


Santiago  de  Cuba .  - 

Samuel  Rotan 

Shamrock 


Shokokon  

Spuyten  Duyvil  . 

Saffron 

Saasacus 

Sangamon 

Shawmut 

Tacony 


Unadilla.-- 

Unit 

Vick8bur}f  - 
Victoria  ... 


Valley  City 

Western  World  . 

"WilderneBS 

"Wyalusing 


Whit-ehead 

AVyandotte 

"Williara  Badger  . 

"Watcli 

Young  America  . 

Tantic 

Zouave 

Zcta 


Guns. 


Class. 


Screw  . 
do. 


n  I  Paddle..., 
5  !  Schooner  . 
U      Paddle..., 


do 

Torpedo  boat 
Screw 


Commanding  officer. 


Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun 

Lieut.  Commander jU.  Sicard.  - . 


Captain  O.  S.  Gliason 

Acting  Master  AV.  G.  Nutting  . 
Coniniander  W.H.Macomb 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  [F.]  Josaelyn... 
Firet  Asa t.  Engineer  [J.  L. ]" Lay- 
Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pi.shon--'.. 

Paddle j  Lieut.  Commander  J.  1^.  Davin  .. 

Screw I  Lient.  Commander  J.  Young 

do \  Lieut.  Commander  J.  G.AValker. 

Paddle Lieut.  Commander W.T.Truxtun 


Lieut.  CommanderF.M.  Ramsay 
Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway 
Acting  Master  W.U.  Grozier  ... 
Acting  Ensign  W.Moody 


Screw  . 
do  . 

...  do. 
do. 


Paddle. 

do  . 

do  . 


Screw  . 
Hulk  . . 
Screw  . 

do  . 

do  . 

do. 

do  . 


Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . 

Acting  Ensign  E.  Herrick 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey 

Lieut.  (Commander  E.  English  . 


Acting 
Acting 
Acting 
Acting 
Act.  M. 
Lieut.  < 
Acting 
Acting 


MaPter  G.  W.Barrett. 
Master  T.  AV.  Sheer  — 

Ensign  S.  C. -Swain 

Ensign  J.  IJisbop 

Mate  J.H.  Gilley 

JommanderT.  C.  Harris 

Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes 

Ensign  E.  M.Boggs.,.. 


Present  duty  or  stii- 
tion. 


Jamea  River. 

Guard  ship,  Hampton 

Roads. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 

Do. 
James  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard, 
James  River. 

Do. 
White  House . 
Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
James  River. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
White  House. 
Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 

Do. 
White  House. 
James  River. 
Sounds.    North    Caro- 
lina. 

Do. 
Norfolk  (guard). 
Beaufort,  N.C. 
James  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
James  River. 

Do. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  HJnglishj  U.  8.  J^'avy,  regarding  expedi- 
tions in  Scuppernong  and  Alligator  rivers.  North  Carolina, 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Off  Croatan  Light-Rouse,  March  19^  1865, 
Siu:    In  consequence  of  the  prevailing:  bad  weather  I  have  been 
unable  to  get  down  any  farther  than  Alligator  Kiver,  which  I  reached 
yesterday  afternoon.  (3n  Friday  1  went  up  the  Scuppernong  in  the  Ceres 
to  Columbia,  |  N.  C],  where  I  drew  up  sufficient  of  the  piles  of  the  burned 
bridge  at  that  place  to  enable  me  to  proceed  on.     1  went  on  to  Cross 
Landing,  10  miles  above  Columbia.     In  the  Scuppernong  I  captured  a 
schooner,  and  up  to  now  have  taken  nearly  sixty  nets.     This  morning 
I  dispatched  the  Ceres  and  a  party  u])  the  Alligator,  and  in  the  mean- 
time have   run    down    to  the   island  for  my  mail.     Upon  my  arrival 
here  I  discovered  a  party  hauling  a  seine  near tlie  light-house.     I  haAe 
Lad    some  correspondence  with  Colonel  Lehmann  on  the  subject,  and 
send  you  the  permit  given  by  him. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Earl  English, 
TAeu  tenant-  Commander, 
Commander  W,  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S,  Wavy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Walker,  if.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Shawmut. 

James  Eivee,  Vikginia,  March  20, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Shairmnt  to  Few  York  navy  yard 
and  report  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  letter  on  your  arrival. 
Kespectfully, 

David  D.  Poetee, 

[Bear-Admiral.] 
Lieuteiiaiit-Ooinmander  J.  G.  Waxkee, 

Commanding  Shawmut. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Acting  Master  Frost,  U.  8. 
Wavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Fort  Donelson,  regarding  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  that  vessel. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  James  River,  March  20, 1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Fort  Donelson  under  your  command  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  0.,  and  deliver  the  mail;  then  proceed  to  New  Inlet,  deliver  the 
ui;iil,  and  resume  your  duties  as  guard  ship  until  yon  are  relieved, 
when  you  will  return  to  Beaufort  and  carry  out  your  previous  instruc- 
tions in  regard  to  the  court-martial  case  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
T.  Pickering;  after  accomplishing  which  return  to  me  at  Hamoton 
Roads. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Poetee, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Worth  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  GEOROfE  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  Fort  Donelson. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Wavy,  to  Acting  Master  Porter,  U.  8. 
Wavy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wansemond. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  20, 1865. 
Sir:   Proceed  with   the  Wansemond  under   your  command   to   St. 
Inigoes,  Md.,  and  report  to  Commander  P.  A.  Parker  for  duty. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Poetee, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Worth  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter, 

Commanding  Wansemond. 

[Orders  of  same  date- and  tenor  to  Acting  Ensign  James  Brown, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Moccasin,  and  Acting  Master  S.  P.  Grafts,  com- 
manding U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada.] 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.         76 

Order  of  Rear -Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Keyser, 
U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  S.  8.  Eolus. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  20, 1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Eolus  under  your  command  to  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina  and  report  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  for  duty. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser, 

Commanding  U.  iS.  S.  Eolus. 

[Orders  of  same  date  and  tenor  to  commanding  officers  of  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Delaware  and  Dawn.] 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  successful  rais- 
ing of  the  C.  8.  8.  Albemarle. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Plymouth,  [N.  C],  March  20,  1865. 
Admiral  :  The  submarine  operators  have  succeeded  in  raising  the 
ironclad  ram  Albemarle,  and  have  kept  her  afloat  for  two  days;  but  it 
has  been  necessary  to  keep  the  powerful  pumps  going  continuously  to 
do  so.  The  diver  has  not  been  able  to  stop  all  the  leaks  so  far.  Mr. 
Brown,  the  ehief  of  the  party,  thinks  he  will  have  to  strip  ofi'  all  the 
iron  on  the  casemate,  in  order  to  lighten  her  up  sufficiently  to  stop  the 
leaks  near  the  overhang. 

The  rebels  exploded  a  torpedo  inside  the  casemate,  which  opened  her 
planking  and  angles  of  the  casemate  very  seriously.  Mr.  Brown  informs 
me  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Lenthall,  chief  naval  con 
structor,  also  the  constructor  at  Norfolk,  who  gave  him  to  understand 
that  the  casemate  would  have  to  be  taken  off  when  being  repaired  at 
the  navy  yard,  so  I  see  no  objection  to  the  armor  being  stripped  from 
her  casemate  now. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  she  could  be  taken  through  the  canal 
without  relieving  her  of  this  great  weight. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Herrich, 
TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8,  Western  World. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  21, 1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Western  World  under  your  command  to  St. 
Inigoes,  Md.,  and  report  to  Commander  F.  A.  Parker  for  duty. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-  Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  B.  Herriok,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Western  World. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy  yard, 
Norfolk,  to  send  certain,  vessels  without  delay. 

City  PoAt,  Va.,  March  21,  1865. 
Captain:  Please  send  the  Clematis  to  me  without  delay  and  direct 
the  Mount  Washington  to  report  to  Commodore  Eadford  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 

8end  all  the  tugs  to  me  as  soon  as  their  machinery  will  permit  them 
to  move,  and  do  not  let  them  wait  for  repairs  on  their  hulls. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  a  description  of 
vessels  to  be  disposed  of. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  City  Point,  Va.,  March  21,  1865. 
Sir:  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  partial  description  of 
tlie  vessels  of  this  squadron  that  I  deem  necessary  for  the  interests  of 
tlie  Department  to  dispose  of.  They  all  require  more  repairs  than  is 
expressed,  and  can  well  be  dispensed  with.  I  propose  the  Dumbarton 
and  Lilian  as  vessels  answering  the  wants  of  the  Army,  and  that  they 
be  turijed  over  to  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  forirarding  information  of 
the  destruction  of  the  Confederate  ram  in  the  Neuse  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C,  Plymouth,  March  21,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  am  informed  by  Commander  A.  C.  Rhind,  from  New 
Berne,  under  date  of  the  14th  instant,  of  the  gratifying  news  of  the 
destruction  of  the  rebel  ironclad  ram  in  the  Neuse  River,  near  Kins- 
ton,  N.  C. 

The  intelligence  is  conveyed  to  Commander  Rhind  from  General  Cox 
at  the  bridge  near  Kinston,  stating  "The  ram  is  burned;  her  wreck 
is  ill  sight;  tlie  torpedo  will  not  be  needed." 

The  Whjtehead  and  Hunchback  arrived  at  New  Berne;  the  latter  is 
here. 

The  former  was  started  up  the  Neuse,  and  is  now  a  short  distance 
above  tlie  obstructions. 

The  water  is  verj  low,  and  we  will  not  be  able  to  go  up  or  down  until 
high  water. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W;  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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I  Telegram.] 

Navy  Departmen'i;,  March  22, 18/15. 
When  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  arrives,  give  her  dispatch  in  such  matters 
as  are  required  by  Captain  Glisson. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 
Commodore  T.  A.  Dornin, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  fo  the  commandant  navy  yard,  New 
Yorli,  regarding  the  U.  S,  S.  Chimo. 

Navy  Depaetment,  March  23,  1865. 
Sir:  Send  the  Chimo  to  Hampton  Koads  in  tow  of  the  Huntsrille. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Kear- Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  22, 1865.' 
Have  the  Bat  ready  to  convoy  the  River  Queen  to-morrow,  noun.   The 
President  will  be  in  the  River  Queen,  bound  to  City  Point. 
By  order  of  Secretary  of  Navy : 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Mendota. 

James  Eiveu,  Virginia,  March  22,  18ii5. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Mendota,  under  your  command,  to  Hampton 
Roads  and  resume  your  duties  as  senior  officer. 
Respectfully,  j^ours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  Mendota. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,   U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Self  ridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron. 

James  River,  Virginia,  March  22, 18H5. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Huron,  under  your  command,  to  Pagan  Creek, 
Virginia. 

Respectfully,  yours,  David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selpridge, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Dbpai^tment,  March  23, 1865. 
The  River  Queen  leaves  the  Sixth  street  wharf  about  1  p.  m.,  with  the 
President.     Have  the  Bat  accompany  her  to  City  Point  and  back. 
Bv  order  Secretary  Navy :  „ 

•^  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Oommodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  March  23, 1865. 
I  have  ordered  the  men  transferred  from  the  Wabash  to  this  ship  for 
the  James  River  Flotilla  on  board  the  Constellation.    George  Beardslee 
is  ordered  by  Admiral  Gregory  to  inspect  torpedoes. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pofti'ER, 

Flagship  Malvern,  off  Aiken's  Landing. 


Order  6/ the  commandant  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 

Commandant's  Office,  U,  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Norfolk,  March  23,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  forthwith  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Oity 
Point,  and  on  arrival  there  report  to  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Bbaine,  or 

Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  restriction  of  trade  in  the  sounds  of  North 
Carolina. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Aiken's  Landing,  James  River,  March  23, 1865. 

Sir  :  It  seems  to  be  the  policy  now  to  break  up  all  trade,  especially 
that  which  may  benefit  therebels,  and  you  will  dispose  your  vessels  about 
tlie  sounds  to  capture  all  contraband  of.  war  going  into  the  enemy's 
lines.  You  will  stop  all  supplies  of  clothing  that  can  by  any  possibility 
benefit  a  soldier;  seize  all  vessels  afloat  that  carry  provisions  to  any 
place  not  held  by  our  ti'oops  and  send  them  into  court  for  adjudication. 
Recognize  no  permits  where  there  is  a  prospect  of  stores  of  any  kind 
going  into  rebel  hands.    I  enclose  you  General  Grant's  order  on  the 
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subject.  For  any  capture,  send  in  prize  lists  and  make  full  reports. 
You  will  see  by  the  law  (examine  it  carefully)  that  an  officer  is  author- 
ized to  send  all  property  "not  abandoned"  into  couri,  especially  prop 
erty  afloat.  I  hope  you  succeeded  in  getting  (he  Philadelphia  agaiu 
into  your  possession.  Send  her  to  Washington  if  you  do. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Poetee, 
Bear-Admiral,  Oommandtrif/  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  March  34,  1865— 3:40  p.  m. 

I  spoke  to  Commodore  Radford  about  sending  gunboats  up  the 
Chickahominy  when  Sheridan  started  to  cross.  I  believe  he  made  all 
the  preparations  to  do  so.  It  can  have  no  special  protecting  advantage 
to  have  the  navy  go  up,  as  they  can  not  ascend  to  the  point  of  crossing, 
but  it  may  be  desirable  to  make  a  reconnoissance  there  to  see  what  is 
going  on,  and  whilst  the  troops  are  crossing  it  will  be  safe  to  make  it. 
Sheridan  will  be  in  camp  tomorrow  night  on  the  Chickahominy. 

Send  this  to  Admiral  Porter. 


Major-General  Oed. 


U.  S.  Gean'J', 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  March 25, 1865 — 8 a.m. 
The  enemy  have  attacked  and  broken  through  the  right  of  our  line  at 
Petersburg.    If  they  are  permitted  to  get  through  they  may  march 
toward  City  Point.     I  would  suggest  putting  one  or  two  gunboats  on 
the  Appomattox  up  as  high  as  the  pontoon  bridge. 

U.  S.  Geant, 

Lieutenant-  Oetieral. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Poetee, 

Jones'  Landing. 


[Telegram.] 

MAEfiH  25,  1865. 
I  sent  one  or  two  gunboats  down  the  river  to  City  Point  yesterday; 
Others  are  on  their  way  now.  Will  you  please  direct  any  commander 
of  gunboats  there  to  proceed  to  any  point  you  wish  to  protect.  I  am 
ready  to  send  light-draft  gunboats  up  the  Chickahominy.  Do  you  wish 
them  sent? 

David  D.  Poetee. 

Bear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  [Va.\. 
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[Telefjram.  | 

U.  S.  S.  MAi,VERN,  March  25,  1865. 
Move  up  at  once,  if  uot  already  there,  and  protect  i)on toon  bridge  and 
Appomattox.     Keep  gunboats  there  all  the  time,  night  and  day. 

David  D.  Por/rER, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Commanding  Naval  Officer, 

Appomattox  River. 


[Telef;ram.] 


James  River,  March  25,  1865. 
Send  the  Alabama  and  picket  boat  to  City  Point  immediately,  to  report 
to  me  on  her  arrival  there. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear  Admiral-Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Arey,  U.  S. 
Navy\  to  proceed  up  the  Ghiclcahominy  River  for  communication  with 
General  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army. 

Aiken's  Landing, 
James  River,  March  25,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  up  the  Chickahoniiny  and  try  and  communicate  with 
General  Sheridan.  Gain  all  the  information  you  can  about  the  river 
and  enemy  and  return  here  when  there  is  no  use  for  your  services. 
Report  to  General  Sheridan  if  he  comes  in,  and  bring  his  dispatches  if 
necessary. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Beaumont, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw. 

March  25, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  move  the  Mackinaw  up  the  Appomattox  as  far  as  the 
pontoon  bridge,  which  place  must  be  guarded  at  all  times. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  Alackinaw. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Clitz,  U.  S. 
Navy,  command iny  U.  8.  S.  Osceola. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  March  25,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  up  the 
Appomattox  River  as  far  as  the  pontoon  bridge. 
When  your  services  are  no  longer  required,  return  to  this  place 
Kespectt'uUy,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Eear-Admiral. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


[Telegram. 


City  Point,  March  25,  1865. 
I  have  just  returned  from  the  Army  Potomac  front,  and  find  your 
dispatches  of  this  morning.  Quiet  is  entirely  restored  and  there  is 
now  no  necessity  of  sending  boats  up  the  Appomattox.  Sheridan  will 
leave  the  Chickahoniiny  to-morrow  morning,  so  that  if  boats  have  not 
gone  up  it  will  be  too  late.  Everything  went  off  well.  Wo  captured 
about  2,000  prisoners  and  killed  and  wounded  a  large  number  ol  the 
enemy. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Report  of  Commander  Bcanmont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition 
of  vessels  near  Point  of  Rocks,  Appomattox  River. 

Point  of  Rocks,  Va., ,  — . 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders  by 
telegraph  and  Osceola  of  the  25th  instant,  directing  me  to  move  tlie 
Mackinaw  up  the  Appomattox  as  high  as  the  pontoon  bridge. 

At  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  these  orders  the  Mackinaw  was  at  Port 
Walthall,  a  position  about  a  half  mile  above  the  Point  of  Rocks,  a  posi- 
tion I  had  taken  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant. 

The  following  is  the  present  disposition  of  the  vessels  here:  The 
Sa.^sacus,  Osceola,  and  Mackinaw  in  line  between  the  pontoon  bridge 
and  Point  of  Rocks;  the  Miami  and  Commodore  Barney  above  the 
Point  of  Rocks,  at  Port  Walthall.  About  200  tons  of  coal  are  required 
for  the  Miami,  Commodore  Barney,  and  Mackinaw. 

There  are  two  cases  on  board  the  Miami  for  trial  by  court-martial. 

J.  C,  Beaumont, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 
vessels  to  and  from  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S..  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roads,  March  25,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  the  roads  at  noon 
yesterday,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  22d  instant.    I  found  here 
N  w  R — VOL  12 6 
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the  Sabine,  Alabama,  Seneca,  and  Samuel  Botan.  The  Bat  had  arrived 
but  a  few  minutes  before,  and  after  a  delay  of  about  an  hour  proceeded 
up  the  river,  convoying  the  Eiver  Queen,  with'^his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  board.  Lieutenant-Commander  Lowry 
informed  me  that  he  bad  permitted  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Ala- 
bama to  go  up  the  river  to  report  to  you  in  person.  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander E.  K.  Owen  reported  for  the  command  of  the  Seneca.  Orders 
had  been  given  by  Captain  ().  S.  Glisson  for  the  Seneca  to  go  to  the 
yard  for  repairs.  She  went  up  yesterday,  and  1  ordered  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Owen  to  report  to  you  in  writing  from  the  yard.  The 
schooner  Samuel  Botan  is  guaid  vessel  at  present.  The  Peqnot  came 
down  yesterday  afternoiin,  and  alter  remaining  about  an  liour  left 
again  in  tlie  direction  of  James  Kiver.  Lust  evening  the  Sliuwmut 
arrived  from  White  House  under  orders  for  New  York.  She  will  pro- 
ceed as  soon  as  shci)iocures  some  provisions.  I  this  morning  received 
your  telegrams  of  yesterday  to  send  certain  men  to  St.  luigoes,  Md., 
by  tlie  Dumbarton,  and  to  send  Acting  Master  Crafts,  of  the  Little  Ada, 
to  report  to  you.  1  sent  co])ies  at  once  to  Captain  Berrien,  with  a 
request  to  have  them  coinphcd  with,  but. about  an  hour  after  1  sent 
them  the  Dumbarton  passed  out,  towing  the  Lilian. 

H.  r..  M.  S.  Stijx  is  anchored  here.    The  Banshee,  from  the  lUppa- 
hannock,  arrived  last  evening  and  proceeded  to  the  yard  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Eear -Admiral  D.  D.  Poetbr, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transmission 
of  important  army  dispatches  by  naval  officers. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  James  River,  March  25,  1803. 
Sir:  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  recently  arrived  from  Wil- 
mington, informs  me  that  two  of  General  Sherman's  scouts  <'ame  in,  in 
full  rebel  uniform,  and  stated  that  General  Sherman  wislied  to  com- 
municate with  General  Terry.    Acting  Master  H.  W.  Grinnell,  Acting 
Ensign  H.  B.  Colby,  and  two  men  from  the  Nyack  volunteered,  and  by 
permission,  carrying  dispatches  from  General  Terry,  undertook  and 
succeeded  in  communicating  with  General  Sherman  15  miles  south  of 
Fayetteville.    They  had    many  adveutures  and  narrow  escapes.    As 
soon  as  the  oflQcial  report  arrives,  I  will  forward  it.*     They  were  quite 
twenty-four  hours  in  advance  of  any  other  communication  and  deserve 
much  credit. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  J).  Porier, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7).  C. 

*  See  p.  90. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  an  e.i]u- 
dition  above  Wilmington  in  search  of  Confederate  cavalry. 

U.  S.  S.  Lbnapee, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  35, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  24th 
instant  Brigadier-General  Hawley  informed  me  that  there  was  a  report 
in  circulation  that  some  of  Wheeler's  cavalry  were  a  few  miles  above 
this  place.    I  immediately  dispatched   the   Republic,  Acting  Ensign 
J.  W.  Bennett,  commanding,  to  look  after  them.    After  proceeding 
cautiously  about  6  miles  up  the  river  he  discovered  at  7  p.  m.  a  squad 
of  twelve  of  the  above  cavalry  and  immediately  opened  fire  and  drove 
them  away.    He  then  landed  and  reconnoitered  the  country,  and  about 
2  miles  back  encountered  a  party  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  men  on  their  way  to  join  the  main  body  of  the  army. 
The  negroes  reported  that  Wheeler's  cavalry  are  in  small  squads, 
scouring  and  plundering  the  country. 
Captain  Bennett  appears  to  have  acted  with  judgment  and  discretion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectl'ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


■  [Tclej;ram.] 

Oi'J'Y  Point,  Va  ,  March  26,  1865. 
The  President  will  start  up  the  river  about  10  a.  m.  this  morning. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  March  26,  1865. 
Let  the  R.  R.  Cuyler  be  ready  to  take  tlie  committee  on  Thursday 
morning. 

Tlie  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  House  will  be  down  previously  to  pro- 
vide stores  and  supplies. 
Let  some  other  vessel  or  vessels  go  with  the  Ironsides  to  Philadelphia. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Webb,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fahlcec. 

James  Kivek,  March  26, 1865. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  your  services  can  possibly  be  dispensed  with  in  York 
River  return  to  Hampton  Eoads,  coal,  and  report  to  me. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  F.  K.  Webb, 

Commanding  FaMcee. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Gorringe,  U.  tS.  Navy,  commanding  U.  iS.  8.  Commodore  Morris. 

Jambs  Rivee,  March  ~'/l,  1865. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  your  services  cuu  i)ossibly  be  spared  you  will  return 
without  delay  and  report  to  Ijieutenaiit-Ooiainander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  S. 
Huron,  Pagan  Creek,  Virjjinia. 
liespectlully,  yours, 

David  U.  Pokter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  H.  Gorringe, 

Commanding  U.  H.  >S'.  Commodore  Morris. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nnvy,  regarding  the  disposition  of 

three  picket  launches. 

North  Atlantic  Sqitadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  March  26, 1865. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  tlie  22d  relative  to  picket  boats,  I 
liave  to  re])ort  that  there  :nc  in  this  squadron  ))icket  launches  No.  4, 
No.  5,  and  Xo.  6. 

No.  4  is  in  the  advance,  -lames  liis  er ;  No.  5  is  at  New  Berne,  X.  0., 
and  No.  6  has  just  arrived  from  (Jai)e  Fear  liiver,  much  out  of  re])air. 
]  will  have  her  repaired  at  once  at  the;  Norfolk  navy  yard,  and  send 
her  to  report  to  Commander  Parker,  cominandinp;  I'otomac  Flotilla. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Uavid  J).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  li.  C. 


Order    of   Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  H.  Navy,   to    commanding    officers, 
regarding  Mr.  lieardslee,  appointed  to  take  charge  of  torpedoes. 

James  liivER, 
Near  Aiken'' s  Landing,  March  27, 1865. 
The  bearer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Beardslee,  is  licreby  iii)pointed  to  take  charj;e 
of  all  torpedoes  and  their  fixtures  on  shore,  in  the  water,  on  board 
ship,  or  elsewhere,  and  all  conimaudeis  are  hereby  re<|uired  to  give 
him  all  assistance  in  carrying  out  his  wi-ihes  and  in  making  such  exper- 
iments as  he  may  desire. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  1).  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


ITcl^Ki-UM,.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  27, 1865. 
General  Sherman  has  left  Fortress  Monroe  on  his  way  up  here,  and 
will  probably  arrive  about  (i  ]).  ui.     Can  not  you  come  down  and  see 
him?     He  will  probably  return  to-night,  and   1   know   will  be  disap- 
poiuted  if  he  does  not  meet  you. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Adiniral  I).  \).  Porter. 
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Report  of  Gommanrler  E(J.  T.  Wichols,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  nffairfi  at 

Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S?  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roadu,  March  37,  Ibur). 
Admiral:  The  Shawmut  sailed  yesterday  morning  for  New  York, 
louring  yesterday  roienoon  tlie  Vicksbnrg,  Fahkee,  Delaware,  and  Com- 
■lUddore  ^forrln  arrived  from  York  River.  Our  troops  liaving  all  left 
^Vhite  House  and  the  frausports  all  out  of  the  river,  I  have  directed 
the  command iiig officers  t<)re])ort  toyou  in  writing  from  tlieyard,  where 
J  have  sent  tlie  vessels  Ibr  coal,  etc.,  and  such  repairs  on  boilers  as  the 
rteet  engineer  may  deem  necessary.  They  all.  excei)t  the  Delaware, 
report  boilers  in  very  1  tad  condition.  I  have  ordered  the  DeluirareAS  soon 
as  coaled  to  resume  her  station  and  duties  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
James.  Will  you  be  i)l(ased  to  instruct  me  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
others?  The  Queen  also  arrived  yesterday,  and  I  have  sent  her  to  the 
ordnance  oflicer  at  Norfolk.  She  has  on  board  a  large  amount  of  ord- 
nance stores  tor  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron.  Her  arrival  has  been 
telegraphed  to  the  Bureau.  An  acting  master  ordered  by  you  to  take 
command  of  the  Vniin<i  America  reported  to  me  day  before  yesterday, 
and  i  directed  him  to  assume  command  yesterday,  and  wliile  the  tng 
was  at  the  yard  he  received  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  from  Cap- 
tain iJerrien,  and  left  by  the  Baltimore  boat  on  tiie  same  evening.  I 
found  on  the  arrival  of  the  Commodore  Morrin  that  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Gorringe  had  not  yet  taken  command,  though  he  was  on 
board.  I  ordered  him  to  take  the  command  at  once.  Acting  Master 
Lee  to  report  to  you  in  writing  after  he  had  tui'ned  the  command  over. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaiit, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander  and  tSenior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 

Kear-Admiral  D.  D.   I'outku, 

Commanding  North  A  tiantie  Squadron. 


March  27,  1865. 
Send  the  Gettysburg  or  Tristram  Shundy  to  report   to  me  at  Aiken's 
Landing  as  soon  as  possible. 

David  J).  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Nary  Yard,  Norfolk,   \'a. 


Order  of  Rear -Admiral  Porter,  U.  <S'.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Arey,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  H.  S.  Wilderness. 

.Tames  River,  Virginia,   March  37,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  New  Berne,  N.  C,  with  the  Wilderness 
under  your  command,  and  report  to  the  senior  ofli(!er  there  for  duty. 
llesi)ectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  tiguadron. 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey, 

Commanding  Wilderness. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  at  New 
Berne  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  that  place. 

Jambs  Kivbe,  March  27, 1865. 
Sir:  Tou  will  have  the  obstructions  in  the  Neuse  Elver  at  New 
Berne,  N.  C,  removed  sufficiently  so  as  to  allow  gunboats  to  go  up. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Poetee, 
Kear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Barnes,  U.  8.  Navy,  for  the  transportation  of  Major-General  Sherman, 
JJ.  8.  Army,  and  staff. 

City  Point, 
■     James  River,  March  28,  1865. 
SiE:  You  will  wait  the  pleasure  of  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman 
at  this  place  and  when  ready  will  convey  him,  with  staff,  either  to 
New  Berne,  Beaufort,  or  such  place  as  he  may  indicate.     Return  here 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Portee, 

Rear -A  dmira  I. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  S.  Baenes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Bat. 


Order  of  Rear -Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Curtis,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Gamma. 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  28, 1865. 
SiK :  Proceed  without  delay  with  the  Gamma,  in  company  with  the 
Delta,  to  New  Berne,  N.  0.,  by  the  way  of  canal,  and  on  arrival  report  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  there  for  duty.    Procure  a  i)ilot  at  Norfolk. 
Kespectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Poetee, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Ouetis, 

Commanding  Officer  U.  8.  8.  Gamma. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Master's  Mate  Gragg, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Delta.  I 


[Telegram.] 

FoET  Monroe,  March  28, 1865. 
The  Fahl^ee  has  been  ordered  by  Captain  Berrien  to  convoy  New 
Ironsides  to  Philadelphia.     Both  vessels  are  now  in  the  roads.    Fahhee 
will  return  from  [Delaware]  Breakwater. 
EespectfuUy, 

E.  T.  Nichols, 

Senior  Officer. 
Kear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 
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Order  of  Rear-AdminiJ  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomh,  U.  8. 

Navy,  for  a  cooperative  movement  tip  the  Chowan  River  to   Winton, 

N.  V. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malrern,  James  River,  March  38,  1865. 

Sir  :  Operations  are  soon  abont  to  be  commeuced  on  a  large  scale  in 
your  district,  and  I  want  you  to  cooperate  with  General  Sbermau  to  the 
fullest  extent.  They  will  want  all  your  tugs,  particularly,  to  tow  ves- 
sels or  canal  boats  up  to  Kinston,  [N.  G.].  I  have  ordered  the  Eolus  and 
WUderness  to  report  to  you  for  that  puri)ose,  and  will  send  other  tugs 
there  to  meet  the  demand.  It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  supply 
General  Sherman  by  the  way  of  Kinston. 

There  will  also  be  a  movement  made  from  Winton  after  a  while.  It 
is  necessary  for  us  to  get  possession  of  everything  up  the  Chowan  Eiver, 
so  that  Slierman  can  obtain  his  forage  up  there.  General  Ord  proposes 
to  me  to  make  an  attack  on  that  quarter  frequently,  and  you  will  at 

once  prepaie  the  two  ferry-built  boats  Commodore  Hull  and for 

service  as  far  as  tlieir  boilers  can  be  repaired.  Send  one  of  these  boats, 
in  coinpany  with  the  Hunchhaclc,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Fytl'e,  up  the  Chowan  River  as  far  as  Winton,  and  hold  that  place. 
Don't  forget  all  the  precautions  I  have  given  in  relation  to  torpedoes. 
The  most  particular  attention  must  be  paid  to  this  matter,  and  if  any 
vessel  is  lost  I  shall  attribute  it  to  want  of  proper  lookout  and  not 
dragging  the  river  sufficiently.  When  the  ferry  built  boats  get  to  Win- 
ton they  will  be  required  to  transport  the  troops  across,  being  well 
Hdapted  for  that  pnrjiose.  If  you  have  a  couple  of  good  Hats  at  New 
Heme  or  Plymouth,  send  them  up  with  the  ferryboats. 

1  trust  to  Captain  Ehind  to  remove  the  obstructions  at  New  l>enie 
and  to  tow  up  rapidly  all  the  piovisions,  and  General  Sherman  can  suj) 
lily  his  army  for  daily  use  by  the  railroad,  and  you  can  get  up  the  stuff 
required  for  the  march.     All  this  must  be  done  in  four  days  after  the 
receipt  of  this. 

Very  lespectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  H.  Maoomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 

Get  vessels  to  Winton  at  once. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  regarding 
Confederate  ram  under  construction  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 
New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  28,  1865. 
Admiral:  On  the  24th  instant  two  escaiied  prisoners,  a  captain  and 
lieutenant  in  the  Army,  who  were  captured  by  the  rebels  at  Kinston, 
arrived  at  Plymouth  from  Halifax,  [N.  C.|.  During  their  journey  they 
(■onversed  with  numerous  people,  one  a  negro  who  had  worked  on  the 
ram  building  at  Edwards  Ferry,  Koanoke  Kiver,  and  the  information 
gained  was  tliat  she  was  planked,  with  no  iron  on  her,  and  they  (the 
rebels)  did  not  know  where  they  would  get  any.  They  did  not  ascer- 
tain if  there  was  an  engine  in  her  or  not. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Lieutetmnt-Qerceral  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral 
Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  that  gunboats  be  ordered  to  the  Appo- 
mattox and  James  Rivers.  •' 

Headquaeters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  ]'».,  March  29,  ISnr,. 

Admiral  :  In  view  of  the  iiossibility  of  the  enemy  attempting:  to  come 
to  City  I'oint  or,  by.  crossing  the  Appomattox  at  Broadway  Landing, 
frettinf"  to  Bermuda  Hundred  during  the  absence  of  tlie  greater  part  of 
the  army,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  direct  one  or  two  gun- 
boats to  lay  in  the  Appomattox,  near  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  two  in 
the  James  Eiver,  near  the  mouth  of  Bailey's  Greek,  the  first  stream 
below  City  Point  emptying  into  the  James. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telejrram.] 


Flagship  Malvern, 
City  Point,  March  39,  1865. 
Bring  the  Sassa^us  and  Osceola  here  without  delay. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Gommauding  OfUcer  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 

Jones'  Landing,  below  Pile  Bridge. 


f  Telegram.] 


Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  March  39, 1865. 
Keei)  all  the  vessels  close  up  to  the  pontoon  bridges  and  report  to  me 
by  telegi:i,|.h  how  your  vessels  are  placed.     Keep  the  Miami. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Gommauder  Beaumont, 

Commanding  Mackinaw,  Point  of  Bocks,  Appomattox. 


[Telegram. 


City  Point, 
James  Biver,  March  39, 1865. 
Allow  no  repairs  on  Gettysburg.     Send  her  to  Pagan  Greek  to  report 
to  Licutenaut-Gomniander  Selfridge  as  soon  as  possible. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Gaptain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Jflaval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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[Telepram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
City  Point,  Va.,  March  29,  1865. 
Order  Acting  Voluuteer  Lieuteuaut  Gorriuge,  commaudiiig  Commo- 
dore Morris,  to  proceed  to  this  place  witliout  delay  aud  take  coinmand 
of  the  Montivello,  reporting  to  uie. 

])AViD  J).  Porter, 

Rear- A  dniiral. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandiny  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 


[Te!«y:ra,ii).] 

Portsmouth,  [Va.],  March  39, 1865. 
Sir:  Telegram  received.     The  Monticello  is  now  ou  iier  way  to  Oity 
Point. 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant. 
Kear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flagship  Malvern. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy  yard, 
'  Norfolk. 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  29,  1865. 
Send  the  Delaware  to  re])ort  to  ine  at  this  pla(!e. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rcar-Admiral. 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Point  of  Rocks,  Va.,  March  20,  1865. 
Proceed  immediately  with  the  Miami  up  the  Appomattox  River  and 
anciior  near  the  pontoon  bridge. 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present,  Appomattox  River. 

Acting  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  W.  Graves, 

U.  S.  S.  Miami,  City  Point. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
blockade  duty  performed  by  the  U.  S.  8.  Montgomery,  under  his  com- 
mand. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  March  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  since  leaving  Norfolk  oti  tlie  12th 
instant  I  hiive  been  engaged  (in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th 
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ultimo)  in  blockading  the  coast  from  Western  Bar  [Cape  Fear  River]  to 
Georgetown.  I  liave  as  yet  seen  nothing  to  indicate  the  presence  of 
any  blockade  runners  on  this  part  of  the  co^st,  with  the  exi^eption  of 
liuding  an  English  life  preserver,  painted  white,  anchored  about  2(»0 
yards  oft'  the  bar  channel  of  Little  Eiver.  Thinking  from  this  that 
there  might  be  a  vessel  up  there,  I  went  up  on  the  night  of  the  18tli 
instant  as  far  as  the  town,  but  not  finding  anything  I  returned  with- 
out landing  or  giving  the  inhabitants  any  notice  of  our  presence,  as  I 
wished  to  repeat  my  visit  as  often  as  practicable  until  I  satisfy  myself 
as  to  the  fact  whether  there  is  any  blockade  running  at  that  point. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  came  into  this  port  for  coal  (not  having  taken 
any  at  Norfolk,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  at  that  place),  al^o  to  have 
my  decks  calked,  which  were  leaking  very  badly.  I  have  only  been 
able  to  obtain  60  tons  of  coal  here,  which  will  only  last  me  about  eight 
days.  I  shall  sail  again  for  my  station  to  morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  C.  Dunn, 
Actinti   Volunteer  Lieutenant. 

Kear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

(Jommanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 
Actiuf/  Master  (iriniiell,  l'.  S.  Nacy,  regarding  suceegsful  delivery  of 
dispatch  to  Major-Generul  tilierman,  TJ.  8.  Army. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  City  Point,  \'a.,  March  29, 18(>5. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  reitort  of  Acting  Master 
H.  Walton  Grinnell,  of  the  Nyack. 

The  necessity  of  communicating  with  General  Sherman  was  apparent. 
These  oflicers  and  men  volunteered  for  the  service,  and  most  hand- 
somely performed  it,  reflecting  credit  upon  themselves  and  the  Navy. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 

[EDclnslire.] 

Headquarters  Sherman's  Army, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  12,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  have  this  day  succeeded   in 
handing  to  Major- Gen  era!   Sherman  the  ci|)lier  dispatch  intrusted  to 
nie  by  Brigadier-General  Schotield  at  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  on  the  4th 
instant. 


and  levolvers,  and  taking  two  days'  rations.  After  proceeding  up  the 
river  about  ]_!  miles  I  met  the  enemy's  advance  picket  post,  which  1 
succeeded  in  passing  without  discovery ;  but  at  a  point  near  Livingston's 
Greek  I  found  the  picket  so  strongly  posted  that  1  deemed  it  the  more 
I)rudent  course  to  abandon  my  boat  and  to  attempt  to  communicate 
with  General  Sherman's  forces  near  the  Pedee  Kiver. 
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I  left  luy  boa*  on  the  morniug  of  the  5th  instant  and  struck  for  the 
Wilmington  and  White  Hall  road.  On  my  way  I  passed  through  the 
village  of  Summerville,  where  I  destroyed  some  afms,  which  I  found 
in  the  possession  of  the  citizens.  Here  1  got  information  that  a  party 
of  cavalry  were  endeavoring  to  cut  me  ofl'  at  Livingston's  bridge,  and 
I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  secrete  myself  and  party  in  a  negro  hut 
near  by.  Here  I  remained  two  days,  when  1  received  information  that 
the  enemy,  tired  of  waiting,  had  recrossed  the  river,  thus  leaving  me 
free  to  advance.  At  dark  on  the  7th  instant,  having  secured  tlie  serv- 
ices of  a  negro  guide,  I  started  in  the  direction  of  White vi lie,  advanc- 
ing with  caution  and  moving  only  by  night. 

After  much  tedious  and  difficult  marching  through  the  swamps,  I 
reached  a  point  near  Whiteville  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant. 

The  town  was  held  by  the  enemy  in  strong  torce,  and  finding  travel 
ing  on  foot  consumed  too  much  time,  I  determined  to  impress  horses, 
and  by  a  bold  dash  break  through  the  pickets  on  the  Lumbertou  road. 
Willi  this  purpose  in  view  I  left,  my  bivouac  in  the  swamps  and  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  unobserved  until  1  reached  the  crossroads  to  White 
Hall,  which  I  found  picketed.  After  satisfying  myself  that  the  picket 
had  no  reserve,  we  made  a  quick  dash  and  captured  two  men  without 
alarm,  and  before  they  became  aware  of  our  purpose  I  disarmed  them, 
aud  after  compelling  them  to  follow  me  for  about  5  miles  1  paroled 
them,  leaving  them  apparently  much  satisfied  at  their  capture.  They 
were  members  of  Company  A,  Fifty-first  North  Carolina  Infantry,  and 
represented  their  regiment  as  being  much  demoralized.  After  hard 
riding  night  and  day  I  reached  Drowning  Creek,  at  a  point  near  the 
town  of  Lumberton,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th.  Here  I  first  learned 
definitely  of  the  whereabouts  of  General  Sherman's  forces. 

1  met  a  small  scouting  party  near  the  creeks,  but  they  fled  to  the 
woods  at  our  approach.  On  the  morning  of  today  1  had  the  great 
satisfaction  of  meeting  the  rear  scouts  of  General  Sherman's  forces 
on  the  Lumber  Bridge  road,  about  20  miles  from  this  place.  The  several 
roads  being  blocked  up  by  wagons,  artillery,  etc.,  and  our  horses  being 
quite  worn  out  by  hard  riding,  I  did  not  reach  these  headquarters 
until  1  p.  m.  this  afternoon.  General  Sherman  received  the  dispatch 
and  expressed  himself  much  surprised  at  receiving  it  through  the 
I^avy  and  by  such  a  route. 

In  parts  of  Robeson  County  I  found  a  very  large  number  of  deserters 
from  the  rebel  Army  and  quite  a  strong  Union  feeling. 

I  can  not  speiik  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  Colby, 
also  of  the  two  men,  Thomas  Gillespie  and  Joseph  Williams,  who  were 
ever  ready  to  encounter  any  dangers  or  hardships  that  came  in  their 
way. 

General  Sherman  wishing  me  to  communicate  with  you  as  soon  as 
possible,  I  leave  to-night  by  the  army  tug,  hoping  to  meet  you  on  my 
way  to  Wilmington. 

In  Cimclusion,  allow  me  to  thank  you  for  giving  me  permission  to 
undertake  this  rather  novel  naval  scout. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walton  Gbinnell, 
Acting  Master,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  Eoopedition. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  off  Wilmington,  N.  0. 
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Report  of  Captain  Worden,  U.  8.  Navtj,  regarding  the  torpedo  arrange- 
ments of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chimo. 

New  York,  March  30, 1865. 
Admiral:  I  Lave  tbe  honor  to  report  that  the  torpedo  arrangements 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Vhimo  are  completed,  that  her  gun  has  been  changed, 
and  that  she  is  now  in  all  respects  ready  for  service. 

I  have  had  placed  on  board  of  her  3  obstruction  and  3  buoyant  tor- 
pedoes, and  have  shipped  to  Hampton  Koads  for  her,  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Huntsville,  12  obstruction  and  7  buoyant  torpedoes. 

With  55  tons  of  coal  on  board  hei  draft  is,  forward,  6  feet  7  inches; 
amidships,  6  feet  9  inches;  aft,  7  feet  5  inches.    Out  of  water,  forward, 
13  inches;  amidships,  11  inches;  aft,  4^  inches. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Woeden, 

Captain. 
Rear-Adiniral  F.  H.  Grkgory. 


[Telegram.] 

Portsmouth,  fVA.,]  March  30,  1865. 
Sir  :  Telegram  in  reference  to  Delaioare  just  received.     Will  send  the 
vessel  to  yon. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Commandant  Naval  Station. 
Admiral  Porter. 

Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  execution  of 
orders  relative  to  the  holding  of  Winton,  in  the  Chowan  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 
Roanoke  Island,  March  31, 1865. 
Admiral  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  relating  to  my  cooperation 
with  General  Sherman,  was  received  yesterday  per  U.  S.  S.  Bat,  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander J.  S.  Barnes.  I  immediately  had  an  interview  with 
the  general  and  arranged  that  Captain  Bhind  would  attend  to  every- 
thing relating  to  the  Navy  in  the  Neuse.  I  am  on  my  way  to  Plymouth 
to  carry  out  your  orders  as  regards  sending  vessels  to  Winton,  on  the 
Chowan,  and  holding  the  same.  Tiie  Shokokon  and  Commodore  Hull 
are  on  their  way  up  from  New  Berne.  As  soon  as  possible  after  my 
arrival  at  Plymouth  I  shall  proceed  up  the  Chowan,  dragging  ahead  for 
torpedoes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  n.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Comdg.  IHst.  Sounds,  N.  Atlantic  Squadron. 

RearAdmiral  David  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  leave  of  absence 

for  a  few  days. 

Flagship  Malvern,  March  31, 1865. 
Sir:  Business  of  importance  requires  my  presence  in  the  North,  and 
I  respectfully  request  that  I  may  leave  the  station  for  a  few  days  when 
1  feel  that  I  can  go  with  perfect  safety.    1  would  be  much  gratified  if 
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Commodore  Radford  could  be  ordered  to  commaud  tbe  James  Eiver 
division,  as  I  can  not  well  leave  here  under  present  circumstances. 
He  is  on  a  week's  leave  now.  His  being  here  wiN  allow  me  to  move 
about  more. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
,  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  G. 


List  of  vessels  composing  tlie  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April 

1,  1865. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron,  April  l,  18(15. 

I 

Clasa.  ComniaDclii)^  officer. 


Agawain . 
Alubamii . 


Aneiriuue.. 

Arietta 

Albemarle . 


Alpha  

Ben  Morgan  . 
BeUe 


Berberry 

Biguonia 

Bat 

(Jhicopee 

Commodore  Hull. 


('ores 

Commodore  Barnev  - 


Cactus 

Commodore  Morria  . 

Chippewa 

Commodore  Perry  . . 


Guns. 

1 
10  I 

lu  , 

i 

3   ' 

4 
3 


Screw 


do  . 

Sailing. 
Hulk  ... 


Screw. 
Hulk  . 
Screw. 


do  . 

do  . 

Paddle. 

do. 

do  . 


Screw  . 
Paddle. 


..do. 
..do. 

!  Screw  . 
I  Paddle. 


Clinton 

Charlea  Phelpa  . 

Cohaaset 

Clematis 

Casco 


Delaware . 


Daylight  . 
Delta 

Eolllri 


Emm 


Eutaw 

Epsilon 

Fort  Donelson . 


Screw  . 
I  Uulk  .. 

Screw  . 
I  Paddle. 
j  Screw  . , 

Paddle.. 

Screw  .. 


do  . 

do- 

Paddle. 


Fahkee 

Gettysburg . 

Granite 

Glance 

Gamma 

Huron 

HuDchback . 


Henry  Brinker  . 

Hoyt 

Harcoui-t 


Iosco  . 


Screw. 


Paddle. 
Screw  .. 
Paddle.. 

Screw.. 
Paddle. 
Sloop  . . 
Screw.. 

do  - 

do  . 

Paddle., 


Screw  . 

do. 

....do. 


Commander  A.  C.  Khind . 


Paddle. 


Act.  Vol,  Lieut.  A.  K.  Lang- 
thorne. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  J.  Wood- 
ward, 

Acting  Ensign  P.  C.  Asserson  . . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West   

Act.  Asst.  Paymaster  G.  K.  Wat- 
kius. 

Acting  Ensign  Jno.  [S.]  Blake. . 

Acting  Master  A.  B.  Mulford  . . . 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green 

Acting  Ensign  K.  W.  Rowntree 

Acting  Ensign  II.  D.  Trott 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  S.  Barnes 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold 

Act. Vol.  Lieut.  H,  S.  Wetmore.. 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster : 

Act.  Vol,  Lieut.  G.  B.  Livings- 
ton, 
Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J. Evans 
Acting  Master  H.  Bingham .. 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.Potter 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut,  A.  P.  Foster 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.Hadden.. 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell 

Acting  Ensigu  and  PilotGriffin 

Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts 

Acting  Master  C.  A.  Crooker  . . , 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge. . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith 


Acting  Master  H.  W.  Wells  . . . 
Act.Maater'H  Mate  W.F.Gragg 
Acting  Master  E.  S,  Keyser 

Acting  Master  J.  A,  Hamilton. 

Act.  Vol,  Lieut.  J.  W.  Simmons 
A  cting  Ensign  C.  F.  Rnsarll  .  - . 
Acting  Master  G-  \\'.  Frosr,   ... 

Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  B.  Washburn 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  O.  Selfridge 

Lieut.Joa.  [P.]  Fyffe 

Acting  Ensign  Kerens 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly. 
Acting  Master's  Mate   S. 

Eldridge. 
Lieut.  Com.  Thornton 


Preeentdutyor  station. 


Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 
City  Point. 

Trent's  Reach,  James 
River. 

Beaufort. 
Do. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina, 

James  River. 

Norfolk. 

Sounds,  North    Caro- 
lina. 

Beaufort. 

Norfolk  Na^'y  Yard. 

James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 

Appomattox  River. 

Pagan  Creek. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

James  River. 

Trent's  Reach,  James 
River, 

James  River. 

Norfolk,  Virginia, 
Do, 

James  River, 

Trent's  Reach,  James 
River. 

James  River ;  ordered 
to  Sounds. 

Sounds,   North     Caro- 
lina, 

James  River, Virginia. 
Do. 

Sounds,  North     Caro- 
lina. 

Ordered   to   Hampton 
Roads. 

James  River. 
Do. 

Ordered    to   Hampton 
Roads, 

Hampton  Roads. 

Ordered  to  City  Point. 

Guard  nhip.  Sounds, 

James  River. 
Do. 

Pagan  Creek. 

Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 
Do, 
Do. 

James  River*. 


Sounds, 
Una. 


North    Caro- 
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List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April  1,  lS65—Cox\V 6.. 


Name. 


Guns. 


Lilac  . 


Lehigh 


Lenapee  

Montauk  ... 
MoDadnock . 

MoDticello.. 

Maamee 

Mackinaw . . 
Masaasoit. .. 


Mattabesett  . 
Montgomery. 


Maratanza 

Miami 

Mendota 

Mount  Washington. 

Martin '. 


Malvern 

Mabopac 

New  Berne,  or  Florida 


Oeceola 

Onondaga* 


Phlox. 


Pequot 

Pawtuxet 

Pontoosnc 

Poppy  

Picket  launch  No.  4. 
Picket  laanch  No.  5. 

Picket  launch  No.  6. 
Renshaw  


Reldftee 

Roman 

Republic 

.Seneca 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Samuel  Rotan   . .   . 

Shamrock 


Shokokon 

SpuytenDuyTii. 

Saffron 

Sasaacus 

SauguB  

Sangamon 

Tacony 


Tristram  Shandy 

Unadilla 

Unit 

Valley  City 


Wilderness 

WyalusiDg 

Whitehead 

Wyandotte 

William  Badger.. 

Watch 

Young  America. 


Yanlic. 
Zouave  . 

Zeta  . . . . 


Class. 


Screw  . 
Paddle. 


Screw  . 
....do 


Paddle. 
Screw  . 
do  . 


e  I do  . 

8   do. 

10  Paddle. 
10  I do  . 

10   do  . 


6     Screw 


11 


Paddle...  . 

....do 

....do 

do 

Screw 


12     Paddle. 

2     Screw  . 


Screw    and 

I      paddle. 

JO  :  Paddle 

4     Screw 


Paddle. 


do... 

....do... 

....dp... 

S<;rew  ... 

do  ... 

do... 


-do. 
.do. 


Sailing  . 
Hulk  ... 
Screw  . . 

5  I do  .. 

U     Paddle.. 
Sailing  . 


Paddle 


....do 

Topedo  boat . 

Screw 

Paddle 

Screw 

...do 

Paddle 


....do. 
Screw  . 
.-..do., 
Paddle. 


-do. 
.do. 


Screw  . 
Hulk  . . 
Screw  . 
do. 


.do. 
.do. 
do. 


Commanding  officer.  jPresent  duty  or  station. 


Lieut.  Com.  P.  G.  Watmough . 
Acting  Ensign  J.  C  Greene. 


Acting   Master's  Mate'G.  W.  , 

Lane.  '  | 

Lieut.  Cora.  A.  A.  Semraes 

Lieut.  Cora.  T.  S.  Phelps ! 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Stone I 

Commander  W.  Konckendorff. . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe .  ' 

Lieut.  Com.  Jas.  Parker | 

Commander  J.  C.Beaumojit I 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw I 


Commander  J.  C.  Febiger  .  - 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn. 


Lieut.  Commander  G.  W.  Toung 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  . . . 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Craudall . . . 


Ensign  W.C.  Wise 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  W.  Weaver  . 


Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz. 

Lieiit-  Com.  H.  C.  Blake  . . . 


Acting  Ensijin  [D.  F.]  O'Brien  . 


Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  liraine  . . . 
Commander  J.  H.  Spotts . . . 
Commander  W.  G.  Temple  . 
Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke. . 


Acting  Ensign  [J.  H.]  Chapman 

Acting  Ensign  C.  S.  Willcox 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 


Acting  Master  J.  Baker 

Acting  Ensign  R.  Merchant . . . 
Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. . 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  K.  Owens 

Capt.  O.  S.  Glisson 

Acting  Mast,er  W.  G.  Nutting. . 

Commander  W,  H.  Macomb .   . . 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  Josaelyn 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brennon 

Acting  PInsign  H.  M.  Pi.sbon 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  L.  Davi.s 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  K.  Colhoun 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler 

Lieut.  Com.  W,  T.  Truxtun 


Act.  Vol.Lieut.  F.M.Green 

Lieut.  Com.  F.M.  Ramsay 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway 
Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Hrooka'. 


Acting  Master  H.  Arey 

Lieut.  Cora.  E.  English 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett. . 
Acting  Master  E.  W.  White  . . . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain 

Acting  Ensign  0.  Bialiop 

Actiug  Master's  Mate  J.  H.  Gil- 
ley. 

Liout.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes 

Acting  Ensign  F.  Mlntzer 


Jame.s  River. 
Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
James  River. 

Trent's  Reacli,  Jamea 
River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Washiniiton,  DA' . 

Trent's  Roach,  Jamea 
River. 

Ordered  to  sea. 

Tender  to  l'reHid<^nt. 

Appomattox  River. 

Trent's  Reach,  Jamea 
River. 

Sonnd.s,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Off  Little  River.  North 
Carolina. 

Capo  Fear  River. 

City  Point. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Supply  vessel.  James 
River. 

Sound.s,  ]S  orth  Caro- 
lina. 

James  River. 

Trent's  Reach.  James 
River. 

Supply  vessel. 

Jamea  River. 

Trout's  Re.ioli.  Jamea 
River. 

Commodore  Jtadford's 
flagship. 

James  River. 
Do. 
Do. 

Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Jame.H  River. 

Sounds,  North  Coro- 
lina. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Guardahip,  New  Inlet. 

Norfolk,  Y  a. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Jamea  River,\'irginia. 

On  deticheil  service. 

Guard  ahip,  Sm  i  i  h- 
ville,  N.  C. 

Sounds,    Nortli     Ciiro- 
lina. 
Du. 

-lairies  Rivpi-. 
Do. 

•Aii))omattoi  River. 

Trent's  Reach. 
Do. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

City  Point- 
James  River. 

Fleet  engineer's  tug. 

Sounds,    North     (Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Norfolk  (guard). 

Beaufort. 

Jame.s  River. 

Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  navy  yard. 
Jamea  River. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Chief  Engineer  Hendemon, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Norfolk  for  torpedo  fixtures. 

Fi,AGSHip  Malvern, 
City  Point,  Va.,  April  1,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Norfolk  and  procure  all  articles  required  for  the 
torpedo  fixtures  according  to  my  instructions  given  yon.  Bring  what 
you  can  in  the  barges,  which  you  will  see  (Japtain  Berrien  about,  and 
request  him  to  send  up  the  rest  to  you  in  the  Mount  Waslnngto7i.  Also 
obtain  the  necessary  blacksmiths  from  Captain  Berrien  to  carry  on  the 
work  now  going  on  here. 

Eespectfiilly,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  ]).  Porter, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Chief  Engineer  Alex.  Henderson, 

/w  charge  of  torpedoes,  etc. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.Navy,  to  Commander  Ronclcendorff 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  make  a.  feint  above  HowletVs  battery. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  l,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  go  up  to  the  monitors  and  direct  the  commanders  of 
them  to  turn  their  turrets  on  the  line  of  rebel  works  above  Howlett's 
battery,  across  the  island,  and  to  give  the  guns  their  extreme  elevation. 
I'ou  will  do  tjie  same  with  your  vessel,  and  point  the  guns  through  or 
over  Dutch  Gap  when  the  moon  is  up.  All  the  gunboats  below  the  gap 
will  move  up  above  your  vessel  and  below  the  upper  monitors,  and  get 
their  broadsides  to  bear  on  the  rebel  works  above  Dowlett's  battery, 
giving  the  guns  an  elevation  of  2,4(i()  yards. 

You  will  have  an  officer  and  men  stationed  on  the  bend  of  the  river 
above  Dutch  Gap,  or  through  it,  with  about  half  a  dozen  rockets  and 
three  Coston  signals.  As  soon  as  the  moon  goes  down  (you  will  have 
everything  ready  to  open  fire)  send  oft'  the  rockets,  burn  the  blue  lights, 
and  0|)en  fire,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up  a  brisk  cannonade  with  all 
the  guns,  loaded  with  10-second  shells.  Keep  this  up  for  half  an  hour, 
tiring  rapidly;  then  load  up  again  with  solid  shot.  When  the  firing  has 
ceased,  let  the  wooden  gunboats  drop  down  to  their  old  positions  or 
thereabouts.  The  object  is  merely  to  make  the  rebels  think  that  we  are 
about  to  7nake  an  attack.  They  are  prepared  to  sink  their  gunboats  at 
the  first  sign  of  one. 

Understand  perfectly  what  I  want  done,  and  let  each  commander 
understand  what  is  required  of  him.     It  is  not  necessary  for  any  one  of 
the  monitors  to  make  any  changes  in  their  positions.    The  only  object 
is  to  make  a  noise, 
liespectfully, 

[David  I).  Porter, 

liear-Admiral.\ 

Commander  W.  KoNCKENDORFF, 

Commanding  Monadnock. 


ITelecram. ) 

Fort  Monroe,  Ajiril  2,  1865. 
The  Tristram  Shandy  is  down  from  the  yard  and  awaits  orders.     1 
am  informed  that  the  Clematis  is  broken  down  at  the  yard.     Your  mails 
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were  sent  up  this  a.  m.  by  the  Bat.     The  Fahkee  is  still  in  the  roads 
waiting  your  orders. 

Eespei^tfuUy,  ' 

E.  T.  I^ICHOLS, 

Senior  Officer. 
Kear-Adiniral  D.  1).  Foetek. 


Report   of  Commander    Macomb,  U.  8.  liavy,  regarding   expedition   in 

Chowan  River. 

IT.  S.  s.  Shamrock,  Dist.  op  Sounds  of  Noeth  Carolina, 

Chowan  River,  off  Winton,  April  :>,  I^C'j. 

Admiral  :  In  obedience  to  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
28th  nltiino,  I  started  yesterday  evening  from  Plymouth  with  the  Sham- 
roch,  Wyoming,  Hunchback,  Valley  City,  and  Whitehead  and  proceeded 
up  this  river  as  far  as  the  Stumpy  lieach  (about  10  miles  from  the  mouth), 
where  we  came  to  anchor  for  the  night.  We  had  proceeded  this  far 
without  dragging  for  torpedoes,  in  order  to  make  quicker  time  (the  river 
being  l)road  and  not  suitable  for  torpedoes),  but  on  starting  this  morn- 
ing we  dragged  the  channel  ahead  of  us,  in  which  manner  we  advanced 
all  day,  and  reached  this  place  about  5  p.  m.  without  having  encoun- 
tered any  resistance  or  linding  any  torpedoes. 

On  our  arrival  here  we  foundapicketof  the  First  New  York  Mounted 
Ritles,  rvhich  regiment  was  encamixd  a  few  miles  back  from  the  river, 
having  reached  it  this  morning.  They  said  they  had  seen  a  few  rebels 
on  the  opposite  (western)  shore  and  had  exchanged  a  Jew  shots  with 
I  iiem  just  as  we  came  up,  when  they  left.  We  sent  a  few  shells  after 
them. 

1  have  brought  up  with  me  three  large  ilats,  with  which  I  can  ferry 
the  regiment  over.  1  left  (jrders  at  New  Berne  for  the  Commodore  Hull 
and  Sholiohon  to  join  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  our  waj'  u])  the  river  this  morning  we  were  overtaken  by  three 
canal  boats  loaded  with  troops  (which  had  come  from  Norfolk,  1  believe), 
which  followed  us  up  and  are  now  lying  along  the  western  shore,  the 
troops  having  debarked  on  tliat  side. 

1  have  not  yet  had  an  interview  witli  the  colonel  commanding,  but 
exi)ect  to  see  him  shortly.  In  the  meantime  I  am  getting  the  ferry 
rigged. 

10  p.  m. — Colonel  [E.  V.]  Sumner  has  just  been  aboard  and  informed 
me  of  his  plans  and  the  object  of  the  expedition. 

The  ferry  works  beautifully,  aiul  his  regiment  will  soon  be  across. 

He  intends  maichingon  Murfreesboroto-night  to  get  there  to-morrow 
morning,  if  jiossible.  1  have  started  the  dragging  boats  ahead  again, 
and  shall  try  to  be  there  <is  soon  as  he. 

I  am  a  little  anxious  about  my  sujiply  of  coal.  Several  months  ago 
the  shipment  from  Philadelphia  was  discontinued  on  a<'.count  of  the 
accumulation  at  New  Berne  of  a  large  aimount,  caused  by  the  withdrawal 
of  several  vessels  from  this  district.  In  February  the  superfluous 
amount  had  been  consumed,  and  I  wrote  to  Commodore  Adams  (by  your 
direction)  to  resume  the  shipment,  and  I  have  written  many  times  since 
then,  but  as  yet  no  coal  arrived,  and  the  coal  at  New  Berne  is  run- 
ning short.    I  wrote  two  days  ago  to  Captain  [J.  M.]  Berrien  and 
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Lieutenant-Commander  [W.  C.J  West  asking  eacb  of  tbem  to  send  me 
500  tons.    Will  you  please  see  that  coal  is  sent  here? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Gomdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Iconclcendorff, 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  view  of  the  reported 
evacuation  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  3, 1865. 
Captain  :  The  admiral  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Petersburg  was 
evacuated  last  night;  that  General  Grant  is  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel 
army,  and  that  it  is  generally  supposed  that  Richmond  has  been  evac- 
uated. As  this  latter  is  not  certain  as  yet,  the  admiral  says  be  careful 
how  you  proceed  until  assured  how  far  you  may  go.  There  must  be  no 
accident  happen.  Eemove  all  our  torpedoes  carefully  and  such  of  the 
obstructions  as  may  prevent  the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  using  our 
torpedoes  for  this  purpose  if  necessary.  Be  careful  and  thorough  in 
dragging  the  river  for  torpedoes  and  send  men  along  the  banks  to  cut 
the  wires.  Keep  the  UnadiUa  and  Chippewa  and  Commodore  Perry  to 
assist  you.  "Use  all  dispatch  consistent  with  thorough  work,  letting  the 
Commodore  Perry  cover  the  boats  in  their  operations.  The  admiral 
also  says  be  wishes  you  to  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  driving 
ahead,  but  to  have  no  accidents  hajjpen. 

Please  send  me  any  reliable  information  you  may  have — what  the 
explosions  in  your  direction  were. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain. 
Commander  Wm.  Eonckendoepf, 

Commanding  Onondaga. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

City  Point,  April  3,  1865. 

Send  the  Tristram  Shandy  here  immediately,  and  the  Fahhee  to  Pagan 
Creek  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Senior  Navy  Officer,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  April  3,  1865. 

Send  the  Miami  and  Commodore  Barney  here  without  delay. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maclcinaw,  Appomattox  River. 

N  w  K— VOL  12 7 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Chandler,  F.  jS.  Navy,  regarding  the 
removal  of  obstructions  in  the  James  River,  April  3,  1865,  trans- 
mitting instructiona  given  for  the  same. 

U.  S.  lEONCLAD  Sangamon, 
Hampton  Roads,  Hay  24,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  a  prize  list  for 
rebel  ua,val  property  captured  at  Richuiond.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
3d  of  April  a  telegram  irom  Admiral  Porter  to  Commander  William 
lion ckendorff  was  shown  me,  ordering  the  river  to  be  at  once  cleared 
of  torpedoes  as  far  up  as  Richmond,  and  Commander  Eonckendorif 
ordered  me  to  take  charge  (with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant-Com- 
manders Potter  and  liamsay)  of  that  duty  and  organize  the  party.  The 
work  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  3d,  and  was  carried  on  until 
the  wliarves  of  Richmond  were  reached.  The  tugboats  Alpha,  Watch, 
and  Saffron  accompanied  the  expedition,  and  on  the  way  back  towed 
the  rebel  ram  Texas  down  the  river.  Boats  from  the  Saugus,  Sanga- 
mon, Atlanta,  Lehigh,  Onondaga,  Maliopac,  Chippewa,  Unadilla,  Casco, 
and  Monadnocl-  were  at  Richmond  when  the  rebel  property  named  in 
the  prize  list  was  taken  possession  of.  The  work,  instead  of  commenc- 
ing at  C  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  commenced  on  the  morning 
of  the  3d.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  order  sanctioned  by  Com- 
mander Ronckendorff  for  the  organization  and  carrying  out  the  duty 
assigned  me.  As  a  i)ortiou  of  the  fleet  at  times  was  close  astern  of  the 
boats,  other  boats  may  have  been  sent  to  assist.  The  steamer  Commo- 
dore PeVry  accompanied  as  lar  as  the  Rocketts,  and  served  rations  to 
tlie  crews  of  the  boats.  On  my  return  from  leave  of  absence  I  was 
informed  that  Rear-Admiral  Porter  directed  prize  lists  to  be  made  out 
for  the  capture  of  this  proiierty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 
J J,eutenant- Commander. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  MONADNOCK, 

Off  Dutch  Gap,  James  River.  Virginia,  April  3,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler  will,  with  Lieutenant-Commanders 
Ramsay  and  Potter,  take  charge  of  a  party  detailed  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  torpedoes  from  the  James  River. 

You  will  he  careful  and  thorough  in  dragging  the  river  for  torpedoes 
aud  send  men  along  the  banks  to  cut  the  wire.  The  Commodore  Perry 
will  assist  you.  Use  all  dispatch  consistent  witli  thorough  work,  letting 
the  Commodore  Perry  cover  the  boats  in  their  operations.  Let  this 
work  be  pushed  ahead,  but  be  careful  that  no  a(!cidents  happen. 
Boats  and  men  will  be  furnished  you  from  the  different  vessels. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ronokkndorff, 

Commander. 

U.  S.  S.  Sangamon, 
James  River,  April  3,  1865. 
At  0  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  the  vessels,  viz,  the  Saugus,  Atlanta, 
Lehigh,  Onondaga,  Mahopac,  Chippewa,  Unadilla,  and  Casco  will  send 
two  boats  to  the  Sangamon  equipped  for  dragging  for  torpedoes.  The 
boats  shouhl  l)e  armed  and  will  take  position  in  the  following  order 
heads  upstream ;  ^  ' 
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Saugus. 

oO 

Saugateon. 

0« 

Atlanta.           ^^0 

Lehigh. 

o" 

Ouondaga. 

0« 

Mahopac. 

0« 

Chippewa.              „0 

Inadilla.                   „0 

0« 

Casco 
Monadiiock.  j^O 

Each  boat's  bow  laps  the  ])ort  quarter  of  the  boat  just  ahead  and  will 
lap  within  2  or  3  feet  of  her.  Each  vessel  will  send  an  officer  to  take 
charge  of  the  two  boats.  Lieutenant  Gillett,  of  the  Sangamon,  and 
Lieutenant  Keed,  of  the  Lehigh,  will  have  charge  of  shore  parties  to 
keep  aliead  of  the  boats  and  cut  all  torpedo  wires.  The  wires  should 
be  cut  in  two  places.  Lieutenant  Gillett  will  take  the  right  bank  going 
up  and  Lieutenant  Reed  the  left.  Twenty  men  from  the  Monadnock 
will  be  detailed  for  this  service  and  will  be  armed  as  skirmishers  with 
at  least  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition.  Two  pairs  of  shears  should  be 
furnished  the  shore  parties.  The  officer  in  charge  will  throw  out  the  ])ick- 
ets,  leaving *two  men  to  follow  the  beach  to  cut  the  wires.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Potter,  of  the  Chippewa,  or  myself,  will  superintend  the 
work. 

The  parties  will  be  detailed  and  placed  under  their  respective  officers 
on  their  arrival  at  the  Sangamon.  The  steamer  Commodore  Perry  will 
follow  the  boats  to  protect  them. 

Commander  William  Ronckendorfi",  of  the  Monadnock,  has  sanctioned 
the  above  plan  of  operations. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  Chandlee, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Bhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  tugs  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  army  authorities. 

U.  S.  S.  Agawam, 
New  Berne,  April  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  tugs  Gamma  and  Delta  (7-foot  propellers)  arrived  this  morn- 
ing and  the  Wilderness  yesterday  afternoon.  The  latter  draws  G  feet 
and  is  a  fine  vessel  when  in  good  order.  I  had  a  telegram  through 
(Jeneral  Palmer,  asking  that  five  of  the  tugs  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  Sherman's  quartermaster,  and  I  went  ashore,  notified  Colonel  Conk- 
lin  that  the  vessels  were  here  and  ready  for  service.  He  asked  that 
they  be  turned  over  to  Captain  Kimball,  quartermaster  here.  I  have 
given  the  commanding  officers  orders  to  report  to  Captain  Kimball. 

It  seems  to  me  they  don't  know  what  to  do  with  them,  now  that  they 
have  them. 

Two  coal  schooners  from  Philadelphia  arrived  yesterday;  one  will  go 
to  you  after  I  take  out  a  little.     I  hear  there  are  two  others  at  Hatteras 
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Inlet,  deep  loaded.    One  had  better  stay  there.    The  Nyach,  being 
partly  loaded,  will  be  filled  and  sent  up  also. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  O.  Ehind, 

Commander. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb. 

The  Dawn,  drawing  11  feet  or  over,  one  of  the  vessels  mentioned  in 
the  list  of  light  drafts,  is  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  I  sent  word  to  Captain 
Boomer  to  tell  her  commanding  ofiicer  to  await  orders  from  you.  She 
can  not  cross  the  Swash. 


Report  of  Commander  Ehind,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition  of  the 
Neuse  River  as  to  obstructions. 

U.  S.  S.  Agawam, 
New  Berne,  April  3, 1865. 
Sie:  I  received  yesterday  by  the  Wilderness  your  order  of  March  37, 
ordering  the  obstructions  in  the  Neuse  "removed  sufficiently  so  as  to 
allow  gunboats  to  go  up."  Vessels  drawing  over  4  to  4J  feet  can  not 
navigate  the  river  above  this.  When  the  army  under  General  [.I.  D.] 
Cox  moved  on  Kinston  I  had  the  obstructions  examined,  and  found  a 
sufficient  passage  through  for  boats  that  could  ascend  the  river.  I  then 
sent  up  an  expedition  in  two  light-draft  steamers,  borrowed  for  the 
occasion  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

On  thp  arrival  of  the  Whitehead  I  tried  to  get  her  up,  but  she  could 
only  advance  about  12  miles  above  the  obstructions,  owing  to  her  draft 
(7  feet). 

Since  then  the  light-draft  steamers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment have  been  using  the  river,  finding  no  difficulty  in  getting  through 
the  obstructions.    I  offered  to  blow  up  a  wreck  to  widen  the  passage 
(now  about  70  feet),  but  it  was  not  thought  necessary  or  advisable. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Ehind, 

Commander, 
Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Poetek, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  at  Hampton 

Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roads,  April  4, 1865. 
Admiral:  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  glorious  news  yesterday  all  the 
naval  vessels  in  the  roads  dressed  with  flags,  and  a  salute  fired  from 
the  Sahine.  I  had  hoped,  after  watching  and  waiting  eleven  mouths 
in  the  James  Eiver,  that  I  should  have  been  at  the  front  when  the  move 
was  made,  and  am  much  disappointed  not  to  be  able  to  move  up  with 
you,  even  though  the  passage  to  Eichmoiid  is  probably  a  peaceful  one. 
Your  telegram  giving  nie  permission  to  come  up,  provided  1  could  leave 
anyone  in  my  place,  was  received  last  night,  but  the  only  vessel  here, 
the  Sabine,  is  under  orders  from  the  Department  to  go  to  Philadelphia. 
The  Fahlcec  and  Tristram  Shandy  had  been  dispatched  in  accordance 
with  your  telegraphic  order;  so  here  1  am,  with  small  prospect  of  get- 
ting up  unless  some  vessel  from  above  can  take  my  place.  The  light- 
draft  Chimo  arrived  during  the  night  under  convoy  of  the  HvntsriUe. 
I  have  sent  her  to  Oraney  Island  for  coal,  she  having  less  than  a  day's 
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supply  on  board.  The  French  Hteam  advice  boat  D^Estainfj  arrived 
night  before  last  from  New  York.  I  offered  the  usual  civilities,  etc. 
Yesterday  morning  the  English  yacht  Octavia  Same  in  with  her  own 
colors  flying,  and  also  an  American  flag  at  the  fore.  As  she  passed 
the  Styx  she  saluted  by  dipping  her  flags,  and  also  dipped  the  American 
flag.  When  passing  this  vessel  she  did  not  salute.  limmediately  sent 
an  ofiicer  on  board  to  demand  an  explanation  of  the  dipping  of  our  flag 
to  a  foreign  vessel  of  war.  The  explanation  given  was  that  everybody 
was  green  on  board  and  our  flag  had  been  dipped  once  by  mistake,  for 
which  profuse  apologies  were  made,  and  any  intent  of  disrespect  dis- 
claimed. Subsequently  the  owner  came  on  board,  and  in  person  made, 
ample  apologies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander. 
Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  If.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  follow- 
ing the  evacuation  of  Richmond. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  April  5, 1865. 

Sir:  As  the  movements  here  have  been  of  a  military  character,  and 
have  been  regularly  reported  to  the  War  Deijartment,  I  have  not 
deemed  it  necessary  to  report  anything  to  the  Department.* 

After  I  was  satisfied  that  the  rebels  were  about  to  evacuate  Eich- 
mond,  I  commenced  removing  the  obstructions  below  Hewlett's  battery, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  night  after  succeeded  in  getting  a  channel 
through  and  removed  the  torpedoes. 

The  gunboats  moved  up  to  Drewry's,  where  the  obstructions  again 
presented  a  bar  to  further  progress. 

On  the  4th  of  April  I  accompanied  the  President  up  to  Eichmond, 
where  he  was  received  with  the  strongest  demonstrations  of  joy.  We 
found  that  the  rebel  rams  and  gunboats  had  all  been  blown  up,  with 
the  exception  of  an  unfinished  ram,  the  Texas,  and  a  small  tug  gunboat, 
the  Beaufort,  mounting  one  gun. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  destroyed :  Virginia,  flagship, 
4  guns,  ironclad;  Richmond,  4  guns,  ironclad;  Fredericksburg,  A  guns, 
ironclad ;  Nansemond,  2  guns,  wooden  ;  Hampton,  2  guns,  wooden ; 
Roanoake,  1  gun,  wooden;  Torpedo,  tender;  Shrapnel;  Patrick  Henry, 
school  ship. 

Some  of  them  are  in  sight  above  water,  and  may  be  raised.  They 
partly  obstruct  the  channel  where  they  are  now,  and  will  either  have 
to  be  raised  or  blown  up. 

The  Beaufort  and  Texas  I  have  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Navy. 

Tredegar  Works  and  the  naval  ordnance  depot  remain  untouched. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


*  See  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Arniios  in  tlie  War  of  the 
RebeUion,  Vol.  XL VI,  Parts  I  and  III. 
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Order  of  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Wavy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  JJ.  S.  forces  at  Dretvry's  Bluff,  regarding  the  clearing  of  torpedoes 
from  the  James  River.  * 

Off  Eiohmond,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
SiK:  I  send  you  two  gentlemen  (Mr.  E.  O.  Orowley  and  Mr.  E. 
Moore)  wlio  -will  i)oint  out  to  you  where  the  torpedoes  are  located  in 
your  vicinity,  also  where  the  electric  batteries  are  situated.  You  will 
itiave  these  torpedoes  exploded,  taken  up,  or  destroyed  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Have  all  places  pointed  out  thoroughly  examined.  Save  the  batteries 
after  you  have  used  them.  Use  the  utmost  dispatch  in  carrying  out 
this  order. 

Eespectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
C0MMANDIN&  Officer  U.  S.  I^aval  Forces, 

Drewryh  Bluff,  James  River,  Virginia. 

P.  S. — Plant  buoys  with  a  red  flag  on  them  in  any  suspicious  places. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Weaver,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8,  Mahopac. 

Off  Eichmond,  Va.,  April  5, 1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Mahopac  under  your  command  to  Washington 
navy  yard  and  report  your  arrival  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commander  A.  W.  Weaver, 

U.  8.  8.  Mahopac. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Day,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  8augus. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
TJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Off  Richmond,  Va.,  April  5,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  8augus  under  your  command  to  Washington 
navy  yard  and  report  your  arrival  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  I  orter, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant  li.  F.  Day, 

Commanding  8augu8. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  in  the 
Chowan  and  Meherrin  rivers. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Meherrin  River,  near  Murfreesboro,  N.  C,  April  5,  1865. 
Admiral:  We  arrived  here  on  the  3fl,  still  encountering  no  opjwsi 
tion.    No  torpedoes  have  been  found,  though  we  have  been  up  the 
Chowan  as  far  as  the  Blackwater. 
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There  are  about  100  rebel  cavalry  hanging  about  here,  but  they  do 
not  attempt  to  attack  us,  although  we  have  marched  our  meu  through 
the  towu.  This  seems  to  be  all  the  troops  they  Imve  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. 

I  left  the  Wyalusing  to  hold  Wiutou,  and  there  are  also  at  that 
place  some  200  United  States  infantry.  Colonel  [E.  V.j  Sumner  did 
not  i)ass  through  this  place  as  he  had  intended,  on  account  of  the 
bridge  over  the  Potecasi  Greek  and  other  small  rivers  being  burned. 
1  learn  from  negroes  (whom  I  consider  more  reliable  than  the  white 
men)  that  Colonel  Sumner  is  pushing  on  toward  Weldon,  having  passed 
through  St.  John  and  Jackson,  [N.  C.].  The  other  force  which  Colonel 
Sumner  told  me  was  moving  in  the  same  direction  along  the  Seaboard 
and  Roanoke  Kailroad,'i8  reported  to  be  at  Boy  kin's  Depot. 

The  steamer  ShokoJcon  arrived  at  Winton  yesterday,  and  I  have 
stationed  her  a  short  distance  below  here  near  an  ugly  bluti'  some  60 
or  80  feet  high,  on  which  I  thought  the  rebels  might  give  us  some 
trouble  ou  our  return.  There  were  some  ritle  pits  ou  the  brow  of  this 
blufl',  but  I  sent  a  party  down  there  and  had  them  tilled  up.  Tiiere  is  also 
an  old  earthwork,  made  to  mount  six  guns,  a  short  distance  below  here, 
which  I  have  had  partially  destroyed.  The  river  is  rather  narrower 
than  the  Roanoke,  but  not  quite  so  crooked.  I  got  50  men  (soldiers) 
from  Winton  to  hold  the  bluff  till  we  have  passed,  the  river  being  very 
crooked  and  narrow  at  this  point,  so  much  so  that  we  are  unable  to 
steam  by,  but  will  have  to  warp  the  ship  round. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding  District  Sounds. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D,  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  foricar ding  letter 
from  Colonel  Sumner,  U.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
Of  Winton,  April  5, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  the  note  just  brought  in  by  an  ofidcer  of  Colonel 
Sumner's  command.  I  presume  before  this  reaches  you  he  will  have 
arrived  at  Murfreesboro.  I  will  hold  on  here  till  further  orders.  I  send 
the  scows  up  by  the  transports  in  case  they  should  be  wanted  by  the 
colonel. 

I  am,  yours,  respectfully.  Earl  English, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanuhuj  U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

[Enclosure.] 

First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 
Bich  Square,  Va.  [N.  C'.],  [April  5],  1865.— 7  o'clock  a.  m. 
Commodore  Macomb:  I  have  returned  to  this  place.    Will  march 
to-day  for  Murfreesboro,  and  would  like  to  see  you  there  this  evening 
on  a  matter  of  importance.     I  will  arrive  there  probably  about  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 
The  bearer  will  tell  you  what  I  want  done. 

E.  V.  Sumner, 
Colonel  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Commanding. 


104      •  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[Telegram.] 

EiOHMOND,  April  6,  1865. 
The  tug  Zeta  has  been  sent  to  the  Potomac T^lotilla  to  report  to  Com- 
mander Parker. 

D.   D.   PORTBE, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expe- 
dition for  the  clearing  of  torpedoes  from  the  James  River. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
James  River,  April  6, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  5th  instant,  I  endeavored  to  recover  the  torpedoes  in  the  river,  but 
could  not  lind  them.  Near  Battery  Semmes  sixteen  torpedoes  (friction) 
were  planted.  I  dragged  there  for  several  hours,  but  failed  to  find 
them.  When  they  were  planted  a  channel  way  more  than  100  feet 
wide  was  left  on  the  right  side  of  the  river.  I  placed  four  buoys,  with 
red  flags  on  them,  to  show  the  clear  channel.  These  buoys  must  be  left 
on  the  starboard  hand  going  up  the  river. 

Just  above  Howlett's  battery  is  a  nest  of  fourteen  friction  torpedoes, 
which  I  have  buoyed  in  the  same  manner. 

All  galvanic  batteries  were  carried  oft'  or  destroyed.  At  Chaffin's 
Bluff  th'ere  was  a  torpedo  containing  1,700  pounds  of  powder.  At  Bat- 
tery Semmes  there  were  two,  containing  850  pounds  each,  and  at  How- 
lett's  one  containing  1,400  pounds.  I  cut  the  wires  of  them  all  close 
down,  so  that  they  are  now  perfectly  harmless.  1  attempted  to  raise 
one,  but  could  not.  As  soon  as  tlie  work  was  finished  I  allowed  Mr. 
Moore  and  Mr.  Crowley  to  return  to  Eichmond. 

I  was  obliged  to  bring  my  vessel  down  to  do  the  work,  and  came 
through  the  obstructions  to  get  a  better  anchorage. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Eamsay, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding. 

Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Renshaw, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  with  dispatches  for  General  Sherman  to  Beau- 
fort, N.  C. 

Flagship  Maltern, 
Off  City  Point,  Va.,  April  6, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  carrying  the 
accompanying  dispatches,  and  have  them  telegraphed  at  once  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  after  which  you  will  proceed  through  Hatteras  Inlet  to 
the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  and  report  to  Commander  Macomb  for 
duty. 
Use  all  the  haste  you  can,  as  these  dispatches  are  very  important. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

^  ,     ,,  „  „  Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  E.  T.  Eenshaw, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massasoit,  City  Point,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  April  7, 1865. 
Leave  this  evening  as  convoy  to  President  t(^  Washington.    Can 
you  have  Potomac  Eiver  pilot  and  any  mail  for  me  on  board  the  ]\ifndota 
as  I  pass? 

Jno.  S.  Barnes, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  Commanding  Bat. 
Commander  Nichols, 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota,  Senior  Naval  Officer. 


[Telegram.] 

Commandant's  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Norfolk,  April  7, 1865. 
Sir:  The  steamers  Commodore  Morris  and  Aries  were  dispatched 
from  this  yard  yesterday  to  assist  Commander  Nichols  in  the  efiort  to 
retake  the  steamer  recently  captured  by  rebels. 

Kespectfully,  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  B.  G. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  the 
recapture  of  the  army  steamer  Harriet  De  Ford. 

U.  S.  S.  Mbndota, 

City  Point,  April  7,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  5th  instant  to  inform  you  by  tele- 
graph that  I  had  received  a  telegram  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  directing  me  to  use  my  best  exertions  to  recapture  the 
steamer  Harriet  De  Ford  from  a  gang  of  rebel  marauders,  etc.  I  had 
previously  received  the  news  of  her  capture  and  at  once  telegraphed  it 
to  the  commander  of  Potomac  Flotilla,  and  also  sent  ofl'  the  armed  tug 
Young  America  to  notify  the  gunboats  in  the  Kapj)ahauiiock  Eiver  and 
to  guard  the  Wolf  Trap  light  vessel.  Upon  receiving  the  telegram 
from  the  Department,  I  determined  to  go  myself  in  search,  but  before 
doing  so,  wrote  to  Captain  Berrien  requesting  him  to  send  on  this  serv- 
ice any  vessels  at  the  yard  that  were  available.  1  proceeded  to  Point 
Lookout  that  night  and  communicated  with  the  commander  of  the 
Potomac  Flotilla.  Finding  that  he  had  ample  force  and  was  prose- 
cuting the  search,  I  returned  on  the  6th  to  my  station  in  Hampton  Koads 
and  reported  my  return  to  you  by  telegraph  and  to  the  Department  by 
letter.  Finding  the  Morris  in  the  roads  (sent  down  by  Captain  Ber- 
rien), I  sent  her  to  Cherrystone  and  Back  Eiver,  to  return  today. 
About  an  hour  after  my  return  the  Young  America  came  in  with  the 
information  that  the  Harriet  De  Ford  was  in  Indian  Creek  and  gun- 
boats had  gone  up  after  her.  The  Morris  returned  this  morning  from 
Cherrystone  with  information  that  the  Stepping  Stones  had  been  sent 
into  Indian  Creek  to  recapture  the  steamer.  I  this  morning  turned 
over  the  command  in  the  roads  to  Commander  Temple  and  proceeded 
to  this  place,  where  I  arrived  at  about  8  p.  m.  this  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander. 

Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Beaumont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  examination 

of  Appomattox  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
■  Appomattox  River,  April  7,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  order 
of  this  date  I  immediately  dispatched  two  boats  in  charge  of  Mr.  [A.  J.] 
Louch,  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  to  examine  the  obstructions  in 
this  river  and  drag  for  torpedoes. 

Mr.  Louch  has  just  returned,  and  reports  that  he  has  dragged  the 
river  as  high  as  Petersburg  and  examined  its  banks  for  conducting 
wires,  and  feels  assured  that  aside  from  the  difficulty  in  passing  through 
the  obstructions  at  Fort  Clifton,  where  the  passage  is  but  about  25 
feet  wide,  vessels  drawing  not  more  than  5  feet  may  navigate  the  river 
in  safety.  The  passage  through  these  obstructions  can  easily  be 
enlarged.  I  shall  continue  the  examination  of  the  river  to-morrow,  and, 
if  possible,  engage  a  tug  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  Beaumont, 

Commander. 
Eear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Maeomb,   U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the   return  to 
Winton,  of  expedition  into  Meherrin  River. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Bist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C,  Winton,  N.  C,  April  7,  1865. 
Admiral  :  We  arrived  here  from  Murfreesboro  last  night  without 
accident.    The  army  force  has  returned  and  are  going  back  to  Suii'olk. 
They  found  Weldon  too  strong  for  them,  but  succeeded  in  cutting  the 
Seaboard  liailroad  near  Seaboard  for  about  a  mile. 

I  shall  lie  here  some  time  longer  in  order  to  be  ready  for  any  more 
troops  that  may  wish  to  cross. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D,  Porter; 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs 
at  Wilmington,  and  the  proposed  celebration  of  the  evacuation  of  Rich- 
mond. 

U.  S.  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  April  8,  I860. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  this  section,  there  hav- 
ing been  no  appearance  or  information  of  rebel  soldiers  in  this  vicinity 
since  my  last  report. 

I  have  kept  a  large  gang  of  men  and  the  Rep%Mic,  when  she  could 
be  spared  from  other  duty  and  the  weather  permitted,  employed  in 
removing  obstructions,  and  have  been  very  successful  in  widening  the 
channel. 
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The  rebels  executed  their  work  so  well  that  it  is  slow  business,  but 
I  hope  in  two  weeks  more  to  linisb,  when  I  shall  endeavor  to  recover 
the  rebel  torpedo  boat.  ^ 

I  have  had  the  Armstrong  gun  at  Fort  Caswell  moved  to  the  wharf 
ready  for  shipment,  but  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  find  a  vessel  to 
take  it. 

The  prevailing  epidemic  in  Wilmington — typhoid  fever — appears  to 
be  about  the  same,  without  any  perceptible  increase  or  decrease. 

Oti  yesterday  an  oflBcial  dispatch  was  received  from  General  Sher- 
man, conveying  the  glorious  news  of  the  occupation  of  Richmond  by 
our  troops,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  army  I  have  directed  the  naval 
vessels  here  to  set  apart  this  day  to  celebrate  the  great  event  with 
appropriate  ceremonies,  which  I  trust  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

Since  my  last  report  the  Wyach,  Eolus,  and  Fort  Bonelson  have  left 
these  waters,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  and  the  bark  Release  arrived. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  Senior  Officer  in  Oape  Fear  River. 

Eear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Ifavy,  regarding  the  prize  steamer 

Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
mst.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C,  Winton,  N.  C,  Aprils,  1865. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  please  find  receipts  for  the  steamer  Philadelphia  and 
cargo,  from  D.  Heaton,  Treasury  agent  at  New  Berne,  N.  C. 

This  vessel  was  found  transporting  contraband  of  war  into  places 
under  control  of  the  rebels,  and  was  seized  by  me  and  held  till  1  was 
directed  by  Admiral  Porter  to  turn  her  over  to  the  Treasury  agents 
and  forward  a  receipt  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


Report  of  Commander  Febiger,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnaissance  in 

search  of  Confederate  floating  battery  reported  to  be  in  the  Roanoke 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  April  9,  1865 

Sir:  I  yesterday  received  information  that  a  floating  battery  had 
been  seen  some  8  or  10  miles  up  the  river  last  night.  1  sent  the  launch 
of  this  vessel  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  they  proceeding  to  Jamesville 
and  returning  without  seeing  the  battery,  having  passed  it,  supposing 
it  to  be  the  wreck  of  the  Otsego.  To-day  the  launch  of  the  Iosco  and 
first  cutter  of  this  vessel,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Franklin,  went 
up  the  river  and  found  the  battery  sunk  about  8  miles  above  thispiace. 
The  affair  is  in  a  dismantled  state,  and  at  present  shows  between  2  and 
3  feet  of  the  top  of  the  casemates  above  water. 

I  suppose  the  advance  of  our  troops  toward  Weldou  caused  its  being 
set  adrift,  and  in  all  probability  it  was  sunk  by  one  of  the  torpedoes 
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planted  in  the  river  near  where  it  now  lies.    The  statement  of  a  fisher- 
man, residing  near  the  locality,  is  that  it  came  down  on  the  night  of  the 
5th  instant,  at  which  time  one  or  two  supposed  guns  were  heard  up  the 
river  by  the  Geres,  stationed  at  the  obstructions. 
Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Franklin. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  O.  Febigek, 

Commander. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Gomdg.  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock,  Winton. 

[Enclosure.! 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  April  9,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  orders  of  8th  instant,  I  took  charge 
of  the  boats,  bound  up  the  Eoanoke,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering 
the  rebel  Heating  battery,  reported  to  be  somewhere  below  Jamesville. 
I  found  the  object  sought,  about  9  miles  above  here  sunk  on  a  sand  bar, 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  in  the  depth  of  2  J  or  3  fathoms  water, 
only  about  2  feet  of  the  casemates  being  visible.  I  found  it  to  be  a  four- 
sided  box,  20  feet  square  on  top,  with  sides  sloping  at  an  angle  of  about 
450.  Height  between  decks,  8  feet,  the  box  composed  of  heavy  tim- 
ber frames  with  a  layer  of  yellow  pine  IJ  feet  thick.  On  two  of  the 
sides  this  pine  had  been  covered  with  6-inch  oak,  bolted  athwartships. 
I  found  two  ports  on  either  side.  Sounded  with  oars  and  boat  hooks 
over  her  floor,  but  could  discover  no  evidence  of  scuttling.  Fished  up 
several  pieces  of  chain,  iron  rods,  and  an  old  hand  pump  from  her  floor. 
To  complete  her  ruin  1  cut  in  the  pine  end  three  beds  for  seating  flres, 
and  after  filling  them  with  combustibles  and  pitch  wood,  fired  the  work 
myself,  withdrew  my  men,  and  started  on  the  return.  So  long  as  the 
battery  was  in  sight,  I  could  see  with  my  glass,  my  flres  blazing 
brightly,  and  think  that  the  destruction  of  that  portion  above  water 
may  be  assumed  as  complete. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  L.  Fkanklin, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Commander  John  C.  Febigek, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  if.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  defining  cruising  ground. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  10, 1865. 

Sir:  Cruise  between  Cape  Henlopen  and  Willoughby's8j)itlight- boat. 
Permit  no  vessel  or  steamer  to  go  out  unless  strictly  examined  and  her 
character  thoroughly  ascertained.  Eflbrts  are  being  made  on  the  part 
of  rebels  to  capture,  pillage,  and  destroy  everything  they  can,  and  they 
may  attempt  to  get  to  sea. 

LienteuantCommander  Watmough  will  assign  the  limits  of  your 
cruising  ground. 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

T .     ^         ^  ^  ,      ^  Jiear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Pequot. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
H.  H.  Gorringe,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello.\ 


NOETH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        109 

Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Watmough,  U.  8.  Navy,  defining  cruising  ground. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  10, 1865. 
Sir:  The  Pequot,  Monticello,  and  Delaware  will,  with  your  vessel, 
cruise  between  Oape  Henlopen  and  Willoughby's  Spit  light-boat,  and 
you  will  assign  the  beat  of  each  vessel.  Permit  nothing  to  go  out  of  the 
bay  without  being  examined  and  her  character  thoroughly  ascertained. 
I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  Commander  Parker,  showing  the 
objects  of  the  rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Poetee, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  naming  vessels  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  Potomac  Flotilla. 

NoETn  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Z7.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  City  Point,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 
SiE:  Agreeable  to  your  order,  I  have  sent  the  following  vessels  to 
report  to  Commander  Parker:  Delaicare,  Commodore  Barney,  Cactus, 
'Watch,  Casco,  Chimo. 

These  are  the  lightest  draft  and  best  vessels  here ;  the  two  latter  are 
iron  and  carry  heavy  guns  and  can  lie  in  shoal  water  at  any  point 
where  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  gunboat.  Tliere  are  other  vessels  on 
the  list  I  forwarded  a  few  days  since,  which  will  do  for  service  on  the 
Chesapeake  if  they  are  needed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Poeter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
City  Point,  Va.,  April  10,  1865. 
The  Committeeon  the  Conductof  the  War  contemplate  visiting  Hamp- 
ton Roads.    If  they  want  to  come  up  here,  place  a  vessel  at  their  dis- 
posal to  do  so. 

The  Alabama  will  be  there  this  evening  to  take  them  to  Wilmington, 
if  they  wish  to  go  there. 

[David  D.  Poeter], 

Bear-Admiral. 
Commander  Wm.  Eonckendoeff, 

Commanding  Monadnock,  Hampton  Boads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commander  Febiger,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  progress  of  the 
C.  8.  8.  Albemarle  under  convoy  of  U.  8.  vessels  to  Norfollc. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  April  10,  1865. 
SiE :  A  provision  schooner  in  tow  of  the  Eolus  arrived  this  afternoon, 
and  I  shall   have   her   ready  to   send  up   to   you  to-morrow   by  the 
Shokohon. 

*  Sot)  Series  T,  volume  5,  p-  547. 
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The  Albemarle  left  this  afternoon,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres,  Martin, 
and  Belle,  the  latter  to  return  here  after  the  Albemarle  is  across  North 
Eiver  Bar,  the  two  former  to  continue  with  "her  to  Norfolk. 

I  have  kept  the  Eolus  here  to  picket  the  obstructions,  as  we  hear  a 
rumor  that  the  enemy  sent  down  the  floating  battery  to  clear  the  river 
for  some  future  movement. 

******* 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  0.  FEBIGBB, 

Commander. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Winton,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 

(Received  (i :  30  p.  m.) 
The  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  have  arrived  and  want  to 
go  to  Charleston.     I  have  ordered  tlie  Alabama  fixed  up  for  them. 
Has  the  Department  any  orders  to  give? 

David  D.  Portee, 

Uear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Foster,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Commodore  Perry. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  ii,  1865. 
Sir:  Take  your  station  at  .5  miles  below  Eocketts  as  guard  ship. 
Examine  all  vessels  not  in  the  quartermaster's  employ,  such  as  sutlers', 
etc.,  and  permit  none  to  proceed  to  Richmond  unless  they  have  a  regu- 
lar permit  from  General  Patrick,  provost-marshal-general. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P,  Foster, 

Commanding  Commodore  Perry. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Spotts,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Pawtuxet. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  ll,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  up  James  Eiver  to  a  position  1  mile  above  Falling 
Creek  until  further  orders,  exercising  due  vigilance  in  the  protection  of 
vessels  navigating  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  J .  H.  Spotts, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawtuxet. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols,  U.S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mendota. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  April  ll,  1865. 
Sib  :  You  will  take  your  station  at  Drewry's  Blutf  until  further  orders. 
Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Mendota. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Blalce,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Onondaga. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  ll,  1865. 
Sir:  Take  your  station  just  above  Howlett's  battery  until  further 
orders.    Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating 
the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Onondaga. 


Order  of  Beal-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Graves,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Miami. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sir:  Take  your  station  at  City  Point,  at  the  junction  of  the  Appo- 
mattox, until  further  orders.    Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection 
of  vessels  navigating  the  river. 

Permit  no  vessels,  such  as  sutlers'  etc.,  to  go  up  the  Appomattox, 
unless  regularly  permitted  by  the  provost-marshal-general,  Genera) 
Patrick,  except  those  in  the  army  employ. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Graves, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Miami. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Chandler,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Sangamon. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sir  :  Take  your  station  in  Chippoak  Creek   until  further  orders, 
exercising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Sangamon. 


112        NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  0.  6.  Navy,  to   Lieutenant- Commander 
Semmes,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lehigh. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sib:  Take  your  station  at  Windmill  Point,  [James  Kiver],  until  fur- 
ther orders.    Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navi- 
gating the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  A.  Semmes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  IS.  Lehigh. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Forter,   U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Ramsay,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Unadilla. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  Take  your  station  until  further  orders  at  Chickahominy  River, 
exercising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Oommander  Eamsay, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Unadilla. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Beaumont, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Mackinaw. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sir  :  Take  your  station  at  Hog  Point  until  further  orders,  exercising 
due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  C.  Beatjmont, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Machinaw. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,   U.  8.  Navy,   to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Paulding,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Eutaw. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sib  :  Take  your  station  at  Swan's  Point  until  further  orders,  exer- 
cising due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Portee, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Oommander  L.  Paulding, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Eutaw, 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Forter,   U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Davis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sir  :  Take  your  station  halfway  between  Hog  Point  and  Day's  Point, 
exercising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  ISquadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,   TJ.  8..  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Wells,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Galena. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sir:  Take  your  station  in  the  mouth  of  the  Nanseinond  River  until 
further  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Wells, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Galena. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,   U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Potter,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  if.  8.  8.  Chippewa. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sir:   Take  your  station  at  Aiken's  Landing  until  further  orders. 
Exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Putter, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Chippewa. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Woodward,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Atlanta. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sir:  Take  your  station  in  Turkey  Bend  until  further  orders,  and 
exercise  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  J.  WooDVfARD, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Atlanta. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Glitz,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  11, 1865. 
Sir:  Take  your   station  just  above  Wilson's  wharf  uutil  further 
orders,  exercising  due  vigilance  for  the  protection  of  vessels  navigating 
the  river. 

Very  resi)ectfally, 

David  D.  Poetee, 
Hear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  JJ.  /S'.  8.  Onceola. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Itear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  the  U.  S.  8.  Alabama. 

]SfAVY  Department,  April  12, 1805. 
Sir:  Order  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama  to  proceed  off  Mobile  and  report  to 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher  for  duty  in  the  West  Gulf  Block- 
ading Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Kear- Admiral  D.  D.  Poetee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  City  Point,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Blake,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  progress  in 
removal  of  obstructions  in  James  Itiver. 

U.  S.  lEONCLAD  Onondaga, 
James  River,  Virginia,  April  12,  1865. 
SiE:  I  find  that  Warwick  Bar  has  a  line  of  obstructions,  extending 
across  the  river,  of  vessels  tilled  with  sand  and  stones.    Two  of  them 
were  lemoved  yesterday,  leaving  a  clear  passage  200  feet  wide  and  Ki 
feet  deep. 

To-day  I  am  in  hopes  to  remove  sufficient  of  the  piling  of  the  bridge 
to  admit  of  a  free  passage  up  the  river,  after  which  all  of  the  force  will 
be  put  to  work  at  Drewry's  Blutf,  and  then  up  and  down  the  river, 
increasing  the  channel  to  the  extent  that  the  material  I  have  at  com- 
mand will  admit  of. 

The  most  water  that  I  have  been  able  to  find  at  any  time  at  Trent's 
Reach  Bar  is  12  feet  G  inches.    The  depth  of  water  can,  however,  be 
increased  by  the  use  of  torpedoes,  should  you  be  pleased  to  direct  it 
and  give  the  necessary  order  to  supply  the  materials. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Homer  C.  Blake, 
lAeutenant-  Commander,  V,  8.  Navy. 

Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Poeter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  City  Point.  Va. 


NOETH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        115 

Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Rad- 
ford, TJ.  8.  Navy,  for  the  guidance  of  the  latter  in  temporary  command 
of  the  squadron.  *  " 

Flagship  Malvern, 
City  Point,  Ya.,  April  12, 18Gr>. 

CoMMODOEE :  As  I  am  about  to  leave  the  squadron  for  a  short  time, 
I  wish  you  to  carry  out  the  following  instructions,  and,  for  your  guid- 
ance in  the  management  of  the  fleet  in  my  absence,  I  send  you  a  list  of 
vessels,  with  their  present  stations,  duties,  etc. 

You  will  open  all  ofiQcial  letters  addressed  to  me,  and  act  at  your  dis- 
cretion concerning  the  matter  contained  therein. 

Collect  everything  belonging  to  the  rebel  Navy  at  or  near  Kichmond, 
and  appoint  boards  to  examine  and  appraise  each  vessel  or  article, 
including  the  Texas  at  Norfolk  navy  yard,  whither  everything  must  be 
sent,  and  requesting  Captain  Berrien  to  afford  proper  storage  or  pro- 
tection from  the  weather.  Have  duplicate  invoices  of  appraisement 
made  out,  signed  by  the  appraisers. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maumee,  has 
been  instructed  by  me  to  procure  all  the  information  possible  in  these 
matters  and  report  to  you. 

It  is  said  there  are  engines,  boilers,  etc.,  at  Richmond  for  the  Texas, 
as  also  for  the  two  torpedo  boats  building.  These  must  be  obtained, 
with  the  iron  plating,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  Texas. 

I  enclose  you'  general  orders  on  the  subject  of  trade  in  oystering,  etc., 
along  the  river,  together  with  General  Grant's  orders  on  the  subject, 
which  I  wish'carried  out. 

Acting  Ensign  Ottiwell,  on  board  the  Charles  Phelps,  a  hulk  at  Oraney 
Island,  has  charge  of  all  coal  matters  about  here.  I  have  directed  him 
to  send  500  tons  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  Kew  Inlet,  and  New  Berne, 
respectively.  The  coal  should  be  discharged  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to 
prevent  demurrage  dues,  keeping  only  enough  afloat  for  immediate 
w.ants.  Commander  Macomb,  by  my  direction,  regulates  coal  matters 
in  the  sounds  fof]  North  Carolina,  corresponding  with  Commodore 
Adams  direct. 

Stores,  etc.,  wanted  in  the  sounds  should  be  procured  from  Beaufort 
as  far  as  iwssible,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wishes  everything 
sent  north  that  can  be  spared,  and  great  care  to  be  exercised  in  the 
approval  of  requisitions. 

The  vessels  in  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  procure  their  supplies  from  Beau- 
fort as  required.  I  have  requested  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Equipment, 
etc.,  to  send  500  tons  coal  to  Beaufort  and  New  Inlet,  which,  with  what  I 
have  already  ordered,  will  answer  all  probable  wants. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  ordered  three  vessels  to  be  kept 
between  Cape  Charles  and  Hampton  Beads  (to  board  any  vessels  going 
out  of  the  bay,  to  see  that  no  improper  persons  are  on  board  or  other 
than  proper  ones  in  possession),  the  Kansas,  Pequot,  and  Monticello. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Poeter, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron. 

Commodore  W.  Radford, 

Comdg.  James  River  Biv.,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


116 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8,  Navy,  regarding  the  rumored 
evacuation  of  Weldon,  iv.  G. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Bist.  Sounds  of  N.  C,  Plymouth,  N.  C,  April  13,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  information  from 
many  dift'erent  sources,  which  seems  too  strongly  corroborated  to  be 
false,  that  the  rebels  have  evacuated  Weldon,  burning  the  bridge, 
destroying-  the  ram  at  Edwards  Ferry,  and  throwing  the  guns  at  Eain- 
bow  Bluff'  into  the  river. 

Except  for  torpedoes  the  river  is  therefore  clear  for  navigation.    The 
floating  battery,  as  I  informed  you  in  my  No.  144,  has  got  adrift  from 
Halifax  and  been  blown  up  by  one  of  their  own  torpedoes.     She  now 
lies  between  here  and  Jamesville. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Maoomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 
Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Cordon,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  prohibition  of  oystering. 

OiTT  Point,  Va.,  April  14,  1865. 
General  :  I  have  just  received  your  communication,  on  the  eve  of 
departure,  and  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  of  my  letter.  I  have 
directed  all  officers  on  the  different  boats  to  allow  no  oystering,  unless 
the  persons  wishing  to  oyster  or  fisli  bring  a  permit  from  you  or  some 
provost-marshal.  This  rule  was  established  to  prevent  improper  per- 
sons from  moving  about  the  river  and  communicating  with  the  enemy. 
All  passes  of  whatever  kind  emanating  from  you  will  be  recognized  at 
once  by  the  officers  commanding  the  different  vessels,  and  any  of  them 
will  gladly  give  you  any  information  that  may  enable  you  to  regulate 
these  fishing  matters. 

Very  resi)ectfu]ly,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
Brigadier-General  George  H.  Gordon,  U.  S,  Army, 

Commanding  Eastern  District  Virginia. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April 

15, 1865. 


Name,                Gnne- 

Class, 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

lU 

Paddle 

do 

Screw 

Commander  A.  C.  Khind 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  E.  Lang- 
tliorue. 

Act.   Vol.  Lieut.  T.  ,T.  Wood- 
ward. 

Acting  Eiisiffn  P.  C.  Ai5soTson  .. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Ordered  to  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 

Turkey  Bend. 

Beaufort,  N  C. 

Do. 
Sounds,    Nortli    Caro- 
Una. 

10 

4 
3 

Atlanta 

....  do 

ScbooDcr  

Hulk 

Acting  Asst.  Paymaster  G.  R. 
Watliiua. 
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Vessels  composing  the  Xorth  Ailaniic  Bloclcading  Squadron,  April  75,  /<f?^5— Continued. 


Name. 


GuD3.  Class. 


Alpha  

Belle 

Berberry 

iiiguciiiia 

But 

Chioopee 

Coiniuodore  IIiill  -. 
Ceres 


Commodore  Morris 
Cbippewa 


Commo<lore  Perry 
Clinton 


Charles  Phelps  {coal 
hulk). 

Cohasset 

Clematis 

Casco 


Delaware . 

Dawn 

Daylight.. 

Delta 


Eolus 

Entaw .-.. 

Eroraa 

Epnilon 

Fort  Donelson  ...*.. 
Falikee 


Galena 

Gettysburg , 

Granite 


Glance.. 
Gamma . 


Huron . 


Hunchback 


Henry  Brinlcer  . 

Hoyt 

Harcourt 

Iosco  


Kansas 

Lockwood  . . 

Lilac 

Lehigh 

Lenapee 

Mouadnock. 
jSlonticellu. . 

Maumee 

Mackinaw .. 
Massasoit  . . 


Mattabeaett  . 
Montgomery. 

Marataiiza.. . 

Miami    

Mendota 


Mount  "Washington. 
Martin 


Malvern  . . 
Mahopac  . 


Osceola .... 
Onondaga. 

Phlox 

Pequot  ... 
Pawtuxet. 


[ 


Screw.. 
do  . 

do  . 

....  do. 

Paddle. 

do. 

do. 

Screw.. 


7  ;  Paddle. 
Screw.. 


l*addle. 

Screw  . 


Screw. . . 

do.. 

do  .. 


Paddle. 
Screw.. 
do. 


-do. 


Paddle. 

do. 

Screw.. 

do. 

Paddle. 
Screw.. 


do. 

Paddle. 


Sloop  ., 

Screw., 
Screw  . 


do. 

Paddle. 


Screw  . 

do. 

do. 

Paddle. 

Screw  . 
Paddle. 
Screw  . 

do. 

Paddle. 
Screw  .. 

do. 

do. 

Paddle. 
do. 


....do  ... 

Screw  . .  - 


Paddle.. 
....do., 
....do., 


....do.... 
Screw 


Paddle. 

Screw  .. 

Paddle. 
Screw  . . 
Paddle. 
Screw  . , 
Paddle. 


Comni;nnling  oHiccr.  Present  duty  or  station. 


Acting  Ensign  John  Blake 

A  cting  Master  J.  G,  Green 

Acting  Ensign  li.  AV.  Rowiitree 

Acting  Ensign  H.  I>.  Trott 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  S.  liames 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold  .  .- 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetraore . . 
Acting  Master  11.  H.  Foster  — 


Acting  Master  H.  Bingham . 
Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Potter 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster. . . 
Acting  Ensign  G.  AV.  Hadden. . 
Acting  Ensign  AV.  Ottiwell 


Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  Griffin 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  P.  Crafts 

Acting  Master  C.  A.  Crooker  . . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge. . . 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith 

Acting  Master  H.  W.  Wells 


Mate  "W.  F.  Gragg 


Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser 

Lieut.  Com.  L.  Paulding 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  Hamilton.. 
Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  liussell  — 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost 

Acting  Master  F.  It.  Webb 


Lieut.  Com.  C.H.  "Wells 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  B.  Washburn 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer 


Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler  , 
Acting  Ensign  H.F.  Curtis. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  O.  Selfridge . . 

Lieut.  J.[P.]FyfFe 


Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens  . . . 
Acting  Ensign  H.B.  Twambly. 

Mate  S.  Eldridge 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton. .. 

Lieut.  Com.  P.  G.  Watniough  . . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Greene 

Mate  <i.  W.  Laue 

Lieut.  Com.  A .  A .  Semmes 

Commander  T.  S.  Phelps 

Commander  W.  KoncUendorft'. . 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  Parker 

Commander  J.  C.  Mcaumont... 
Commander  K.  T.  Kenshaw 


Commander  J.  C.  Fobiger  .. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn  . 


Lieut.  Cout.G  W.Young 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  . 
Comuiauder  E.  X.Nichols 


Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie... 
Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  CrandaU. 


Lieut.  G.  M.  Bacbe 

Lieut.  Com.  G.  E.  Belknap  . 


Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz . 
Lieut.  Com.  H.  C.  Blake  . . . 


Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  Braino  . 
Commander  J  H.Spotts. 


James  River. 

Sounds,  a.  C, 

Beaufort. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Carrying  dispatches. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Sounds,  N.  C. 

Towing  rebel  ram  Al- 
bemarle. 

Ordered  to  Chickahom- 
iny. 

Ordered  to  cruise  Ches- 
apeake Bay. 

Guardship  below  Rich  - 
mond. 

Clearing  obstructions, 
James  River. 

Craney  Island. 

Towine  coal. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Ordered     to    Potomac 
Flotilla. 
Do. 

Beaufort,  N.C. 

Deep  Bottom,  James 
River. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 

James  River. 

Smithville.N.C. 

James  River. 

Beaufort,  N.C. 

Ordered  to  South  At- 
lantic Squitdron. 

Nansemond  River. 

Norfolk,  Va.  (repair^ 
ing)- 

Guard  ship,  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Pagan  Creek,  James 
River. 

Sounds,    North   Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 
Do. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  Nortli  Caro- 
lina. 

Chesapeake  Bay. 

Sounds,  N.  C. 

James  River. 
Do. 

Ca])e  Fear  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Chesapeake  Bay, 

Richmond,  Va. 

James  River. 

Sound.-j,   North     Caro- 
lina. 
Do, 

Little  River,  North 
Carolina. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

City  Point,  Va. 

Drewry's  Bin  11',  James 
River. 

Supply  vessel,  James 
River. 

Sounds,  Nortli  Caro- 
lina. 

City  Point. 

Ordered  to  Washing- 
ton. 

James  River. 
Do. 
Do. 

Chesapeake  Bay. 

James  River. 
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Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

10 
2 

Paddle 

Screw 

Commander  W.  G.  Temple 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke  

Hampton  Heads. 

Ordnance  tng. 

Ordered    to    Potomac 

Picket  LaDDch  No.  5. 
PicketLaunchNo.e. 

do 

do 

Schooner  

Sailing 

Screw 

do 

Paddlo 

Schooner 

Paddlo 

do 

Torpedo  boat . 
do 

Acting  Ensign  [J.H.]  Chapman. 
Acting  Ensign  C.S.  Willcox.... 
Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 

Flotilla. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Ordered  to  Potomac 
Flotilla. 

Sounds,  N.  C. 

11 
11 

Guard  ship.  New  Inlet. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. . .    Cape  Fear  Eiver. 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  K.  Owen 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Samuel  Eotan 

Capt.  0.  S.  Gllasnn 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W .  Willard  . . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  Josselyn 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brennon 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon... 
Lieut  Com.  J.  L.  Davis 

Cruising. 

Gaard  ship,  Hampton 

Koads. 
Sounds,  N.  C. 

Do. 

James  Kiver. 

Saffron 

Do. 

12 

2 
12 

4 

6 

Paddle 

Screw 

do 

Paddle 

do 

Screw 

do        

Do. 

Ordered    to  Washing- 

Lient. Com.  R.  Chandler 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  T.  Truxtnn 

Act.  Vol.  Lient.  F.  M.  Green .... 

Lient.  Com.  F.M.  Eamaay 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway. 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks. . 
Acting  Master  H.  iLrey 

ton, 
.lames  Kiver. 

Tacony  

Sounds,    North    Caro- 

Tristram Shantly  .... 
Unadilla 

lina. 
City    Point,    dispatch 

vessel. 
James  River. 

Unit 

Fleet  engineer's   tug, 

Vallev  Citv 

0 
4 
14 
4 
5 

do 

Paddle 

do 

Screw •.. 

do 

Hulk 

Norfolk,  Va. 
Sounds,  N.  C. 

Wilderness- 

Do. 
Do. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett .. 

Acting  Master  E.  W.  White 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain 

Mate  J.  H.  Gilley 

Do. 

Guard  ship,  Norfolk. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

William  Bad  o'er 

Young  America 

Yantic 

5 
2 
6 

3 

Screw 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Norfolk  (repairing). 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes 

Act.    vol.  Lieut.    Commander 
MacDiarmid. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Governor    Bucking- 
ham. 

At  Norfolk,  Va.,  with- 
out officers  or  crew. 
Do. 

Watch 

do 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop 

FlotUla. 

Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  regardinfj  conditions 
in  and  about  Wilmington,  N.  G. 

U.  S.  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  April  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  respectfally  to  report  that  affairs  in  this  section  remain 
quiet.     A  few  days  since  about  thirty  rebel  cavalry  api)eared  at  a  place 
on  Broad  Eivei',  '25  miles  from  this  place;  their  business  seems  to  have 
been  confined  to  the  capture  of  horses. 

The  fever  which  has  been  so  fatal  here  is  at  last  rapidly  disappearing 
and  the  sickness  on  the  vessels  decreasing. 

The  removal  of  obstructions  has  progressed  slowly  the  past  week  on 
account  of  high  winds,  and  the  Republic  becoming  disabled  by  striking 
on  the  logs,  bending  the  shoe  and  loosening  the  rudderpost,  I  have 
had  her  taken  out  on  the  army  ways  and  the  necessary  repairs  executed. 
We  have  succeeded  in  raisiii,g  the  hull  of  the  small  steamer  Oeneral 
Whiting.  The  hull  is  badly  burned  amidships,  and  the  machinery  has 
never  been  set  up. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding. 

Eear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  James  River,  Virginia. 
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[Telegram.]  ' 

Washing-ton,  Ajjril  16, 1865, 
Sir:  To  prevent  the  escape  of  the  assassiu  who  Stilled  the  President 
and  attempted  the  life  of  Secretary  of  State,  search  every  vessel  that 
arrives  down  the  bay.     Permit  no  vessel  to  go  to  sea  without  such 
search,  and  arrest  and  send  to  Washington  any  suspicious  persons. 

(tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  Porter,  or  Senior  Officer,  at  Hampton  Roads. 

[Endorsement.] 

Flagship  Phlox,  April  17, 1865. 
Any  vessel  that  has  been  searched  by  one  of  the  three  steamers 
now  guarding  the  bay  will  not  be  detained  by  the  others. 
By  order  of 

Wm.  Radford, 
Commodore,  Gommanding  James  Hirer  Flotilla. 


[Telegr.im.] 

Navy  Department,  April  16, 1865. 
On  Monday  fire  a  gun  in  honor  of  the  late  President  each  half  hour 
from  snnrise.  to  sunset.    Keep  all  flags  at  half-mast  until  after  the 
funeral.    Officers  will  wear  crape.    General  order*  by  mail. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Adrairal  D.  D.  Porter, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  April  17,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
and  have  stationed  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  as 
you  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Frost,,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  City  Foint,  Va.,  April  18, 186:',. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Mobile,  and  uii 
your  arrival  report  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral  H.  K.  Thatcher,  for  duty  in 
the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford,  Commodore. 

Acting  Master  George  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson.      

*  See  iSeries  I,  volume  r.,  page  553. 
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Bejport  of  Captain  SlagJit,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  seizure,  by  the  U.  S. 

Navy,  of  C.  8.  ^^essels. 

Depot  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  19,  1865. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  the  tugboat  Beaufort, 
belonging  to  the  rebel  (Toveniinent,  was,  at  the  time  of  occupation  of 
this  city  by  our  forces,  on  the  marine  railways,  having  been  hauled  up 
by  the  rebels  for  repairs.  On  assuming  the  duties  of  my  ofiice,  under 
your  orders,  I  took  possession  of  this  steam  tug  but  subsequently  the 
Navy  seized  the  vessel,  launched  her,  and  have  her  now  in  their  hands 
alongside  the  gunboat  Maumee. 

In  my  opinion  the  Navy  had  no  right  to  this  vessel  whatever,  but  that 
she  is  clearly  the  property  of  the  Army  and  should  be  turned  in  to  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  her  services  being  at  this  time  very  much 
needed. 

I  would  also  report  that  the  steam  tug  Seaboard  (after  having  been 
taken  charge  of  by  an  array  ofiBcer  at  Tree  Hill  Bridge  and  ordered  up 
to  this  city  some  thirty  hours  after  its  surrender)  was  stopped  while  on 
its  route  here  in  the  river  by  one  of  our  gunboats  and  taken  possession 
of,  a  prize  crew  being  placed  on  board.  On  their  endeavoriug  to  take 
her  to  Norfolk  they  ran  her  aground  near  the  obstructions,  where 
she  now  lies  sunk.  I  regard  this  boat  as  a  proper  prize  to  the  Army, 
by  right  of  capture,  and  she  can  be  raised  with  little  expense.  She  is 
very  valuable  as  a  towboat  and  greatly  needed  here  for  service. 
1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  G.  Slaoht, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Colon<'l  .I.'r>.  Howard. 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  the  James. 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster. 
Army  of  the  James,  Richmond,  April  20,  1865. 
Respectful^  forwarded  and  the  attention  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding called  to  the  fact  that  the  Navy  have,  without  authority  or 
right,  seized  and  taken  possession  of  vessels  which  properly  belong  to 
the  quartermaster's  department  ol  this  army. 

1  would  respectfully  request  that  such  action  be  taken  as  will  enable 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  regain  possession  of  these  boats,  in 
whicli  case  means  will  be  taken  t«  raise  tlie  sunken  boat. 

John  B.  Howard, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  the  James. 

[.Si^cond  cndorBeiueut.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia,  April  33,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Commodore  Radford  for  such  report  or 
remarks  as  he  may  have  to  make  in  the  matter.  As  this  place  was 
taken  possession  of  entirely  and  exclusively  by  the  Army,  and  my 
orders  in  regard  to  public  property  are  peremptx)ry,  I  most  respectfully 
ask  if  this  report  is  correct. 

E.  O.  C.  Ord, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Explanatory  report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  Navy,  regard- 
ing the  seizure  of  the  late  C.  8.  8.  Beaufort. 

U.  S.  S.  Matjmee, 
Richmond,  April  24, 1865. 
SiK:  In  regard  to  the  letter  of  James  C.  Slaglit,  captain  and  assistant 
quartermaster,  referred  to  you  by  Major  General  Ord,  1  have  respect- 
fully to  state  that  I  took  possession  of  the  Confederate  naval  steamer 
Beaufort  by  order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  and  under  an  order  of  Major- 
General  Weitzel,  at  that  time  conimanding  Eichmond. 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  Slaght  was  fully  informed  of 
the  facts  and  the  order  of  General  Weitzel  was  by  me  exhibiteii  to  him 
personally  at  the  time.  The  machinery  of  the  Beaufort  has  been  over- 
hauled by  the  engineers  of  the  Maumee,  and  the  vessel  and  ways  were 
put  in  order  under  my  directions.  The  Beaufort  was  launched  and  is 
now  ill  my  keeping  alongside  of  the  vessel,  as  stated.  As  to  the  other 
matters  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster 
Slaght,  above  referred  to,  I  know  nothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding  Maumee. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commamding  James  River  Flotilla. 


Report  of  Captain  BrUese,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  Con 
federate  tug  in  the  James  Rifer. 

U.  S.  S.  Phlox, 
Richmond,  Va.,  April  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
being  in  advance  of  the  iieet  ascending  James  River,  on  board  the 
Lilac,  I  discovered  a  tug  ahead, near  the  upper  bridge  below  Richmond, 
and  on  boarding  her  found  that  she  was  in  possession  of  a  crew  from 
the  Engineer  Corps,  rebel  Army.  I  therefore  took  possession  of  her. 
I  was  careful  to  ask  if  any  army  oflflcers  or  soldiers  had  been  on  board, 
or  given  any  orders  in  reference  to  her,  and  was  told  there  had  been 
none  on  board,  and  no  orders  received  from  anyone. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  i:>ro  tern. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  20, 1865. 
Order  Roanolce  to  New  York  to  anchor  off  battery.    Captain  Kilty 
will  apply  to  commanding  ofiQcer  of  station  for  suitable  convoy. 
^  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[  Telegram .  j 

Navy  Department,  April  20,  186.5. 
Order  Alabama  to  convoy  Roanoke  to  New  York,  after  which  she  will 
proceed  to  obey  her  orders. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Poeter, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  to 
Potomac  Flotilla  of  picket  launches  Nos.  4  and-  6. 

U,  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 
Off  Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  April  20,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  picket  launches  Nos.  4  and  6 
have  been  ordered  to  report  to  Commander  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  com- 
manding Potomac  Eiver  Flotilla,  for  duty,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
received  from  the  Department. 

I  aru,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eadford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  CtIdeon  Welles, 

*  Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  DepartmsnVs 
orders  regarding  the  disposition  of  certain  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 
Off  Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  April  20,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's communications  addressed  to  Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  order- 
ing several  vessels  of  this  squadron  to  other  squadrons,  etc.  The 
Kineo  had  entered  the  bay  and  was  on  her  way  to  Baltimore  before  the 
order  directing  her  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  was  received.  The  Ala- 
bama is  now  lying  at  this  yard  undergoing  repairs  before  proceeding  to 
her  destination,  as  is  also  the  Fahkee,  Bignonia,  and  Clematis.  The 
Fort  Donelson  and  Emma  are  at  present  stationed  in  the  Cape  Fear 
Eiver.  Orders  will  be  forwarded  there  without  delay.  The  Locktvood 
is  now  lying  completely  broken  down  at  the  entrance  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp  Canal.  1  will  have  her  towed  up  to  this  yard  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, and  if  practicable  to  have  her  sold  to  an  advantage,  it  shall  be 
done. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eadford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Fehiger,  JJ.  S.  Nainj,  regarding  the  presence  of  two 
steamers  loaded  with  cotton  and  staves  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesbtt, 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  April  SO,  1865. 
Sir:  The  coal  schooner  V.  Moore,  with  170-odd  tons  of  coal,  arrived 
here  last  night.    As  another  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  this 
evening,  I  shall  discharge  the  Moore  here  and  order  the  Belle  to-morrow 
to  take  the  other  up  to  you. 

I  received  information  some  days  since  that  two  steamers  were  up 
the  river,  some  distance  below  Halifax,  loaded  with  cotton  and  staves, 
and  that  it  was  the  intention  to  attempt  to  run  them  through  Middle 
River  or  the  Cashie,  and  if  possible  get  to  the  sea.  I  have  picketed 
both  places  since  receiving  the  report.  Yesterday  I  was  informed  that 
they  had  gone  farther  up  the  river  and  had  planted  fresh  torpedoes 
below  them. 

Both  of  these  vessels  are  said  to  belong  to  the  rebel  Government,  and 
that  they  were  ordered  to  be  destroyed  at  the  time  the  ram  was  burned, 
but  that  they  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  ])erson8  now  on  board 
with  the  intention  of  getting  the  cotton  out  if  possible. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Colonel  Frankle  in  regard  to  some  cotton  and 
horses  he  is  desirous  of  getting  possession  of.  As  T  have  no  scow,  I 
can  not  assist  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Febiger, 

Commander. 
Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

U.  8.  8.  Shamrock,  Winton,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  23, 1865. 
Continue  to  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  over  all  vessels  departing 
from  the  limits  of  your  command.  Booth  is  endeavoring  to  escape  by 
water.  Send  a  gunboat  or  some  tugs  to  examine  the  shores  and  islands 
of  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia  and  all  vessels  in  that  direction,  and 
arrest  and  seize  all  suspicious  parties.  If  you  have  any  tugs  to  spare, 
send  them  into  the  Potomac. 

Gideon  Welles,    , 
Secretary. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  April  23,  1865. 
I  have  ordered  the  Pontoosuc  and  Osceola  to  eastern  shore  to  carry 
out  your  instructions.    There  are  three  vessels  in  addition  between 
Old  Point  and  Cape  Charles. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy]. 
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Order  of  Commander  Temple,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Weidman,  U.S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  in  search  of  the  Pres- 
ident's assassin.  ■' 

U.  S.  S.  PONTOOSTIC, 

Eampton  Roads,  Virginia,  April  24,  1865. 
Sir:  Yon  will  proceed  to  Pocomoke  Soutjil,  on  the  easteru  shore  of 
Virginia,  with  the  vessel  under  your  command,  aud  institute  as  thorough 
a  search  as  is  practicable,  using  your  boats  when  necessary,  throughout 
all  the  shoals  and  islands  and  on  board  all  vessels  between  that  place 
and  Ohincoteague  Inlet,  lor  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  escape  of 
Booth  by  water  in  that  direction.  You  will  arrest  and  seize  all  suspi- 
cious parties.  From  Ohincoteague,  you  will  return  over  the  same 
ground,  using  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  in  the  meantime  you  will 
receive  further  orders,  or,  if  not,  you  will  return  to  this  place  for  them. 
llesj)e(tfullv, 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 

Commander. 
Lieutenant  John  Weidman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

In  Command  of  Steamer  Osceola. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  24, 1865. 
Forward  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  vessels  in  the  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  including  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  etc.,  with 
their  present  positions. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Oommodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla,  James  River,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  raising  of  Con- 
federate vessels  in  the  James  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Richmond,  April  25,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  communications  regarding  the  raising  of  sunken  vessels 
in  the  James  River  have  been  received. 

The  rebel  steamers  Shrapnel,  Nansemond,  and  Patrick  Henry  lie  near 
Richmond,  having  been  burned  by  the  enemy. 

They  are  scarcely  worth  raising.  The  irou  hull  and  machinery  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Torpedo,  lying  near  Richmond,  will  be  raised  and  sent  to 
Norfolk  by  the  Maumee. 

The  ironclad  Richmond  lies  sunk  abreast  of  Ghapin's  |Ohaffiu's]  Blutt'. 
Sliehas  been  scuttled  and  blown  up,  and  jjrobably  can  be  easily  raised. 
There  are  several  schooners  at  various  points  to  which  the  same 
remark  can  be  applied. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Wm.  Radford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

John  Lentiiall, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  ordered  to 

navy  yards. 

^ 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Off  Richmond,  April  35,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  liave,  in 
accordance  with  the  order  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  ordered  the  U.  S.  steamers  Uutaw,  Osceola,  Mendota,  and 
Mackinaw  to  the  respective  navy  yards  as  directed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VVm.  Radford, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  25, 1865. 
Send  a  gunboat  to  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  for  one  week  to  exam- 
ine and  arrest  all  suspicious  characters  and  vessels. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  lAetitenant- Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders 
issued  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Shokokon. 

U.  S.  S.  WVALUSING, 

Off  Winton,  N.  C,  April  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  send  up  in  the  Shokokon  the  troops  (50  men)  with  instructions 
to  land  at  the  bluft'  which  you  mentioned.  As  you  said  nothing  about 
how  long  they  were  to  stay,- they  have  only  one  day's  rations.  If  more 
are  required,  I  presume  they  can  be  sent  for.  Captain  [George  W.J 
Barrett  will  explain  the  reason  of  the  long  delay. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April 

26,  1865. 


Agawam  . 
Atlanta... 


AnemoTie . . 

Arietta 

Albemarle . 


Guns. 

10 

4 


Clasa. 


Paddle... 

Screw  . . . 

do... 

Schooner 
Hulk.... 


Commanding  officer. 


]  Preaentduty  or  station. 


Commander  A .  C .  Rhind 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  J.Woodward. 

Acting  Eiisi'trn  P.  C.  Aseereon.. 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West 

Act.  Asst.    Paymaster   G.   K- 
Watkins. 


Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 
Turkey  Bend,   James 
River. 
Beaufort,  K,0. 

Do. 
Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 
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Vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  April  26, 1865 — Continued. 


Name. 


Guns.'         Class. 


Commandingwfficer.  Present  duty  or  station. 


Alpha  . 
Belle  .. 


Berberry  . 
Bat....".., 
Bjgnonia  . 


Cliicopee 

Commodore  Hull  . 


Cerea  - 


Commodore  Morris  . 
Cliippewa 


Commodore  Perry. 
Clinton 


Charles  Phelps  . 
Cohasset 


Clematis.. 

Dawn 

Daylight  . 

Delta 


Eolus .,. 

Entaw 


Emma  .. 
Epsilon. 


Fort  Donelson. 


(Jettysburg., 
Granite 


Glance.. 
Gamma. 


Galena 

Huron 

Hunchback. 


Henrv  Brinker  . 

Hoyt" 

Henry  Janes 

Harcourt 


Iosco  

Lockwood . 

Lilac 

Lehigh 


Lenapee 

Monadnock . 
Monticello.. 


Manmee 

Mackinaw. 


Massasoit 

Mattabesett . 
Montgomery 


Maratanza. 
Miami 


Screw  . 
do. 


Acting  Ensign  J.  Blake 

Acting  Master  J.  G-.  Green  . 


.....do  . 
Paddle. 
Screw  . 

Paddle. 
....do.. 


Screw  . 

Paddle. 
Screw  . 

Paddle. 

Screw  - 

Hulk  ... 


Acting  Ensign  E.  W.  Eowntree 
Lieut.  Com.  .J.  S.  Barnes 


Acting  Ensign  H.  D.  Trott 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold. . . 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut  H.  S.  Wetmore. 


Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster  . . . 


Acting  Master  H.  Bingham. 
Lieut.  Com.  E.  E.  Potter 


Screw 


.do., 
.do., 
.do.. 


Paddle. 
do. 


Screw  . 
....do. 


Paddle. 

....do. 
Sloop  . . 

Screw  . 
....do.. 


Act  Vol.  Lieut  A.  P.  Foster 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden. . . 

Acting  Ensign  W.W.  Ottiwell. . 

Acting  Ensign  Griffin 


Act  Vol.  Lieut  S.  P.  Crafts  . 
Act  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith  . 
Acting  Master  C.  H.  Wells  . 

Mate  W.  F.  Gragg 


Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser  . 
Lieutenant  L.  Paulding 


Acting  Master  J.  A.  Hamilton. 
Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  Russell.  - . 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  B.  Washburn 
Acting  Master  E.  Boomer 


Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler  . 
Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis. 


....do. 
....do. 
Paddle. 


Screw 

do.... 

Schooner . 
Screw 


Paddle. 
do. 

Screw  . 

do.. 

Paddle., 
Screw  . 
....do.. 


...do. 
Paddle. 


...do. 


....do. 
Screw  . 


Paddle. 
....do. 


Lieut.  Com.  C.  H.  Wells 

Lieut  Com.  T.  O.  Selfridgo  . 
Lieut.  J.  [P.]  Pyffe.- 


Acting  Ensign  0 .  H.  Kerens  . . . 
Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Xwanibly . 


Mate  S.  Eldridgo 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton  . . . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C.  Greene 

Mate  G.  W.  Lane 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.  Senimes 


Commander  T.  S.  Phelps 

Commander  W,  Ronckoudorlf  . 
Act  Vol.  Lieut  H.  H.  Gurringe. 


Lieut  Com.  J.  Parker 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont. 


Commander  R.  T.  Eenshaw. 


Commander  J.  C.  Febiger.. 
Act. Vol.  Lieut  T.  C.  Dunn . 


Lieut.  Com.  G.W.  Young 

Act  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves . 


James  Eiver. 
Sounds,  North    Caro. 

liua. 
Beaufort. 
Hampton  Eoads. 
Ordered  to  West  Gulf 

Squadron. 
Norfolk  (repairing) 
Sounds,  North    Caro- 
lina,    towing    rebel 
ram    Albemarle    to 
the  canal. 
Sounds.  North    Caro- 
lina. 
Chickahominy    Eiver. 
Cruiaing.mouth  Chesa- 
peake Bay. 
Guardship  below  Rich- 
mond. 
Ordered  to  tow  rebel 
ram      through     the 
canal. 
Craney  Island  lordered 
to     South    Atlantic 
Squadron. 
Towing  coal,  Norfolk. 
Ordered  to  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 
Norfolk  (repairing). 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Deep   Bottom,    James 

River. 
Sounds,  North    Caro. 
lina. 
Do. 
Ordered  north  to  Bos- 
ton,   near    White 
Shoals. 
Ordered  to  South  At- 

lantic  Squadron. 
Mail  tug  to  City  Point ; 
ordered  to  West  Gulf 
Squadron. 
Beaufort     (court-mar- 
tial). 
Norfolk  (repairing). 
Guardship,     Hatteras 

Inlet. 
City  Point. 

Sounds,  North    Caro- 
lina. 
Mouth    Nanseinond 

River. 
Pagan    Creek,    James 

Eiver. 
Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 
Do. 
Ordnance  vessel. 
Towing  rebel  ram  Al. 

beraarle. 
New  Bemo,  N.  C. ;  or- 
dered to  be  sold. 
Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
James  Eiver.  Towing, 
but  unfit  to  go  to  sea. 
Windmill  Poiut,Jiimcs 

River. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Cruising  mouth  Chesa. 

peake  Bay. 
Richmond. 
Ordered  to  Portsmouth, 

Sounds,    North   Caro 

lina. 
Do. 
Cruising   off  Little 

River. 
Cape  Fear  Elver. 
Guardship, City  Point. 
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VeaaeU  composing  the  2i'orili  Atlantic  Blockading  S<piadron,  April  S6,  7565— Continued. 


Name. 


\r. 


Gima.  Class. 


Moudota. 


M  <mnt 'Wasliington . 

.\iiilveni 

Uiumdai^H  — - 


Phlox 

Pequot  

Pawtaxet. . 
Pontoosuc  - 


Poppy 

Picket  Launch  No.  5. 

Renshaw , 

£eleaae 


Republic  . 


Seneca 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Samuel  !Rotan 


Shamrock. 


Shokokon 

Spuyten  Duyvil  . 
Saflron 


Sassacus... 
Sangamon  . 


Tacony 

Tristram  Shandy . 


Unit 

Valley  City. 

"Wilderness . 
Wyal using  . 
Whitehead  . 
"Wyandotte  . 


William  Badger  . 
Young  America  . 

Yantic 

Zouave  


Governor    Bucking- 

hanri. 
Victoria 


Paddle. 


.do. 


do. 

Screw  . 

Paddle. 
Screw  . 
Paddle. 

do. 


Screw  — 

do.... 

Schooner  . 

Sailing.... 

Screw 


do.... 

Paddle... 
Schooner  . 

Paddle.. - 


Commanding  oflBcer^  Present  duty  oratation. 


Commander  E.  T.  Nichols. 


Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie. . . 


Lieutenant  G.  M.'Bache  . 
Lieut.  Com.  H.  C.  Blake . . 


Lieut.  Cora.  D.  L.  Braiue  . . . 
Commauder  J.  H.  Spotts . . . 
Commander  W.  G.  Temple., 


Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke 

Acting  Ensign  [J.  H.]  Chapman. 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 

ActingMaster  J,  Baker , 


Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett 


Lieut.  Com.  E.  K.  Owen 

Capt.  0.  S.  Gliaaon 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Willard. 


Commander  W,  H.  Macomb. 


. .  do I  Act.  Vol.  Licnt.  F.  Josselyn  . 


Torpedo  boat 
do 


12  !  Paddle. 
2  j  Screw  . 


12     Paddle. 


4    do 


Screw  . 
do  . 


Paddle. 
....do., 

do. 

Screw  . 


Hulk  . . 
Screw  . 
....do  . 
....do. 


do. 

..do. 


Acting  Ensign  J.  Brennon., 
Acting  Ensign  H.  M.Piebon. 


Lieut.  Com.  J.  L.  Davis.  - . 
Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler  . 


Lieut.  Com.  W.  T.  Truxtun, 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green. 


Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway. 
Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks . . 


Acting  Master  H.  Arey 

Lieut.  Cora.  E.  English 

Acting  Master  G.  w.  Barrett . 
Acting  Master  E.  W.  White  . . 


Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain  . 

Mate  J.  H.  Gilley 

Lieut.  Cora.  T.  C.  Harris 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes. . 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  Com.  MacDiar- 
mid. 


Drewry  'e  Bluff ;  ordered 
to  Philadelphia;  one 
week  in  Delaware 
River. 

Supply  vessel,  James 
River. 

City  Point. 

Trent's  Reach,  James 
River. 

Flagship,  Commodore 
Radford. 

Cruising,  mouth  Chesa- 
peake Bay. 

J  a  m  e  e  River,  above 
Drewry'fl  Bluff. 

Cruising,  eastern  shore 
of  Virginia. 

Ordnaocetug,  Norfolk. 

Sounds. 
Do. 

Guard  ship,  New  In- 
let. 

Cape  Fear  River;  or- 
dered to  Mariguana 
Pass. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Craising. 

Guard  ship,  Hampton 
Roads. 

Sounds,    North   Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 

Hami)ton  Roads. 

Clearing  obstructions, 
James  River. 

Chesapeake  Bay, 

Hampton  Roads,  Clare- 
mont,  James  River. 

New  Berne,  Sounds, 
North  Carolina. 

Off  capes,  Virginia,  dis- 
patch vessel,  Hamp- 
ton Roads. 

Fleet  engineer's  tug, 
Norfolk. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Guard  ship,  1  mile 
above  Norfolk.Eliza- 
beth  River. 

Beaufort. 

Norfolk  (repairing^ 

Cape  Fear  River. 

James  River,  without 
officers  and  crew. 

Norfolk. 

Do. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S,  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington,  N,  C,  April  26,  1865, 

Your  telegram*  of  yesterday  is  this  instant  received.  The  dis- 
patches* for  Admiral  Dahlgren  and  General  Gillmore  will  be  immedi- 
ately forwarded  by  gunboat. 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 
Senior  Officer,  Gape  Fear  River. 
Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

U,  S.  Army,  Raleigh,  N,  C. 


*  See  Official  Records  of  Union  and  Cod  federate  Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
Series  1,  Volume  XLVII,  Part  III,  page  310. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Vommander 
Braine,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  station  the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy  as  a  look- 
out for  the  C.  S.  ram  Stonewall. 

U.  S.'t'LAGSHiP  Phlox, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  April  27, 1865. 
SiK :  You  will  iustruct  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Tristram  Shandy 
to  lie  off  Cape  Henry  until  further  orders. 

Inform  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Greeu  that  the  object  of  giving 
him  this  order  is  to  have  a  vessel  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  to 
give  information  concerning  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall.  She  may  possibly 
attempt  to  enter  this  port. 

Should  such  an  attempt  be  made,  she  will  make  every  exertion  to 
inform  the  senior  ofQcer  in  the  roads  in  the  shortest  possible  time.  If 
at  night,  rockets  should  be  thrown  up  and  one  or  more  guns  fired,  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Eespectfnlly,  etc.,  Wm.  Radfopd, 

Commodore,  Commanding  James  River  Flotilla. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  April  27, 1865. 
Booth  having  been  killed  and  his  body  brought  up  to  Washington, 
special  orders  about  searching  and  detaining  vessels  are  revoked. 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 
Commodore  Wm.  Radfoed, 

Commandant  pro  tem.  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads. 

Report  of  Captain  Kilty,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke,  of 

arrival  in  New  York. 

U.  S.  lEONCLAD  Roanoke, 

New  York,  April  27,  1865. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Roanoke  &t  this 
port,  in  company  with  the  Alabama,  after  a  passage  of  thirty- six  hours 
from  Cape  Henry  to  Sandy  Hook. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  Kilty,  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Berrien,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  arrival  at  Norfolk  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Albemarle. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  April  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Albemarle, 
late  rebel  ram,  arrived  at  this  yard  to-day  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Ceres. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Bereien, 
Captain,  Commanding  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
detaching  him  from  the  North  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 

JSTavy  Department,  April  28, 1865. 
Sir:  Ton  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  you  will  regard  yourself  as  waiting 
orders. 
Keep  the  Department  advised  of  your  address. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles. 
Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Georgetown,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  guard  against  surprise  from  the  approach  of  the  C,  S.  8.  Stonewall. 

Navy  Department,  April  28, 1865. 
Sir:  Information  has  been  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Teneriffe 
to  the  effect  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  left  that  place,  where  she 
obtained  a  supply  of  coal,  April  1,  at  fl  p.  m.,  and  steamed  rapidly 
away  to  the  south.  Her  destination  is  believed  to  be  some  i)oint  on 
our  coast,  and  every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  guard  against  sur- 
prise and  prevent  her  inflicting  serious  injury  should  she  make  her 
appearance  anywhere  within  the  limits  "of  your  command,  and  the  best 
means  in  your  power  used  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  pro  tem,. 

Old  Point,  Va. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Naty  Department,  April  28, 1865. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  to  command  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  and  will  hoist  your  flag  as  acting  rear-admiral,  commanding 
that  squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles. 
Acting  Hear- Admiral  William  Eadford, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  City  Point,  Va. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Br aine,  U.  S.Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 
to  assume  a  station  as  lookout  against  the  C.  S.  S.  Stonewall. 

U.  S.  S.  Pbquot, 
Chesapeake  Bay,  April  28, 1865. 
Sir  :  Until  further  orders  you  will  lay  off  Cape  Henry,  Virginia.    The 
object  in  giving  you  this  order  is  to  have  a  fast  vessel  stationed  at  the 
N  w  B — vol  12 9 
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mouth  of  the  bay  for  observation,  and  to  give  immediate  information 
concerning  tlie  rebel  ram  Stonewall,  as  she  may  possibly  attempt  to 
enter  this  port.  ^ 

Should  such  an  attempt  be  made,  you  will  make  every  exertion  to 
inform  the  senior  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe  in  the  shortest  possible 
time;  if  at  night,  rockets  should  be  thrown  up  and  Ooston  signals 
burned,  indicating  an  enemy,  and  one  or  two  guns  flred  so  as  to  attract 
attention. 
Be  certain  your  Ooston  signals  are  correct  for  the  last  changes. 
I  will  inform  the  senior  officer  of  the  signals  day  and  night  you  will 
make,  should  you  have  cause  to  indicate  the  rebel  ram  is  entering  the 
bay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Francis  M.  Green, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Tristram  Shandy. 


Fort  Monroe,  April  28, 1865. 
Proceed  with  the  Malvern  to  Washington  and  report  to  Rear- Admiral 
D.  D.  Porter. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 
Fleet-Captain  K.  R.  Breese, 

U.  S.  8.  Malvern. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding   U.  8.  8.  Men- 
dota,  of  arrival  for  duty  at  themoiith  of  Delaware  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Mouth  of  Delatvare  Bay,  April  2S,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Commodore  William  Radford,  com- 
manding .lames  River  Flotilla  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed 
marked  "A"),  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Fortress  Monroe  at 
7  a.  m.  yesterday  and  arrived  li6re  at  10  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsemenl.l 

Ask  whether  she  requires  any  repairs;  if  so,  make  them  at  once. 

[Enclosure.] 

A. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 
Off  Richmond,  Va.,  April  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  your  vessel  to  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  where 
you  will  remain  one  week  after  your  arrival,  examining  and  arresting 
all  suspicious  characters  and  vessels. 
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Upon  the  completion  of  this  duty,  you  will  proceed  up  the  river  to 
Philadelphia,  reporting  upon  your  arrival  to  the  commandant  of  the 
navy  yard  and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Wm.  Radpoed, 
Commodore,  Commanding  James  Kiver  Flotilla. 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Mendota. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  make  a  selection  of  vessels  to  he  retained  under  his 
command. 

Navy  Department,  April  29, 1865. 
Sir:  There  is  nothing  to  interfere  now  with  a  considerable  reduction 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  which  must  be  done  as 
early  as  practicable.  The  Department  will  allow  thirty  vessels  for 
service  in  the  squadron  and  gives  you  the  privilege  of  selecting  that 
number  from  those  now  in  the  squadron,  relying  on  your  judgment 
to  choose  such  as  are  best  adapted  to  the  service  and  can  be  employed 
with  the  greatest  advantage.  Make  the  selection  as  soon  as  you  can 
and  furnish  the  Department  with  a  list  of  them,  so  that  instructions 
may  be  immediately  given  as  to  the  disposition  of  those  remaining. 

Be  economical  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  squadron,  especially 
in  the  use  of  fuel,  keeping  the  vessels  under  steam  only  when  absolutely 
important  or  decessary. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
A-cting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radpokd, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  City  Point,  Va. 


[Teiegmm. 


Navy  Department,  April  20,  1865. 
Ton   need   not  send  off  any  of  the   tugs   ordered   to  the   southern 
squadrons.     So  advise  Captain  Berrien. 

Cr.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral   Porter,   U.  S.  Navy,  achnowledging  order  of 

detachment. 

Washington  City,  May  i,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ray  detachment 
from  the  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


132        NOETH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral 
Radford,  transferring  Ms  command. 

FIagship  Malvern, 
Navy  Yard,  Washington,  J).  C,  May  1, 1865. 
Admiral  :  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I 
hereby  turn  over  to  you  the  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
The  limits  of  the  command  are  comprised  between  the  mouth  of  the 
York  Eiver,  Virginia,  and  Little  Kiver,  North  Carolina,  including  the 
sounds  and  rivers  within. 

I  return  various  papers  submitted  to  me  for  your  action,  as  they 
refer  to  the  future. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmira  I. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  /Squadron,  City  Point,  Vu. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  naming  certain 
vessels  that  can  be  dispensed  u-ith. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 
Off  Fortress  Monroe,  May  1,  1865. 

Sir  i  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Department's 
communication  of  the  29th  ultimo,  containing  instructions  with  regard  to 
this  squadron.  1  have  written  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  (com- 
manding district  of  the  sounds)  for  the  desired  information  concerning 
the  vessels  of  his  division,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  will  report  to 
the  Department  the  names  of  those  vessels  whose  services  can  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  the  sounds. 

The  services  of  the  following  vessels  can  be  dispensed  with  at  once: 
Bat,  Commodore  Morris,  Daylight,  Bignonia,  Wyandotte,  Miami,  and 
Samuel  Rotan.  The  Onondaga  (mouitor)  requires  very  extensive  repairs, 
one  of  her  propellers  being  broken.  These  repairs  might  be  made  at 
Norfolk  navy  yard,  should  the  Department  be  pleased  to  deem  it  advis- 
able. The  names  of  other  vessels  will  be  forwarded  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, until  the  number  of  vessels  within  my  command  is  reduced  to  the 
required  number. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  liADFORD, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squaclron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  BlocTcacl^ng  Squadron,  May 

1,  1865. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Phlox,  May  1, 1865. 


Name. 

Gnns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Presentduty  or  station. 

10 

4 
3 

Paddlo 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind 

Act.Vol.  Lieut.  T.  J.Woodward. 

AclinK  Enaipn  P.  C.  AsSerson . . 

Lieat.  Com.  W.  0.  We.st  

Act.    Asst.   Paymaster  G.   E. 
Watkins. 

Acting  Ensign  <T.  Blake 

Acting  Master  J.  G.Green 

Acting  Ensign  K.  W.  Kowntree . 

Sounds  of  North  Caro. 

lina. 
Ordered    to    Newport 

News. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Do 

do 

Sailiii<; 

Hulk,  sailing. , 

Arietta 

1 
Alpha  

Belle 2 

Berberry 4 

Bat 2 

do 

do 

Paddlo 

do 

do 

Screw 

Souuds. 
Beaufort. 
Hampton  Koads. 
Navy  yard  (repairing). 
Sounds      {ordered 
north). 

Chicopee 

Commodore  Hull  .-., 

Ceres 

'I 

2 
7 
6 
5 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Wetmore.  - 

Acting  Master  H.  H-  Foster 

ActingMaster  H.  Bingham 

Lieut.  Cora.  E.  E.  Potter 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster  ... . 
Acting  Ensign  G.  "W.  Hadden.. 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Oltiwell 

Acting  Ensign  G.  B.  Griffin 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith 

Acting  Master  H.  "W.  Wells.... 

A.  Master's  Mate  "W.  F.  Gragg.  - 

Acting  Master  H.  Keyser 

Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  Kussell 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  S.  [B.]  Wash, 
burn. 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  H  Wells 

Commodore  Alorria  . . 

Side  wheel 

Chickabominy. 
Hampton  Koada. 
James  River. 
Navy  yard. 
NorfoBi  "Va 

Commodore  J'erry,. . . 

Paddle 

Cbas  Phe1]is 

Hulk 

1 
3 

8 

Navy  yard. 

Guard  ship,  Beaufort, 

N.C. 
Deep  Bottom,    James 

River. 

do 

....do 

do    -   .     . 

Daylight 

Delta !. 

Eol  US 

4 

Paddle 

lina. 
Do. 

7 

Paddle 

Sloop 

Navy  yard  (repairing) 

(Hatteraslulet). 
Guard  ship,  sounds. 

Granit-p 

1 

. .  do 

Sounds. 

do 

5 

7 
3 

....  do... 

Paddlo 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  0.  Selfridge 

Lieut.  J.  [P.]  FyiTe 

Navy  yard  (repairing). 

Henry  Brhikcr 

Hoyt 

Acting  Ensign'  J.  H.  Kerens 

Acting  Eusign  H.  B.  Twambly  . 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

Mate  S.  Eldridge 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  (S.]  Thornton 

Acting  Ensign  J.  C,  Greene. 

Mate  G.  W .  Lane 

sel). 

10 
3 
2 

Paddle 

do 

Sound's,  ordered  north 

to  be  .sold. 
Dismal  Swamp  Canal, 

Lila« 

broken  down. 

Lebigh 

2 

dn 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.  Semnies 

Commander  T.  S.  Phelps 

Commander  W.  Honckendorff . . 
Act.Vol.  Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe. . 

Lieut  Com  J.Parker 

Hampton  RoadR. 

10  1  Paddle 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

4 
G 

Hampton  Roada. 

do 

Near   Willoughby's 

Spit  liglit-Bhip. 
Richmond. 

1 

8    do 

10  i  Paddle 

Commander  R.  T.  Keu.shaw 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger 

Act.Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dunn 

Lieut.  Com.  G.  W.  Young 

A  ct.  Vol.  Lieut,  (t.  W.  Graves  . . . 
Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie. . . . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall... 

Mattabesett 

10 
(i 

0 
8 
1 

do 

Screw 

Paddle 

do 

do 

Screw 

Paddle 

Screw 

Paddle 

Screw  

Paddle 

■....-do 

Screw 

do 

Scliooner 

Do. 

Montfiromerv 

Cruising  off   Little 
River,  North  Carol  i  n  a. 
Cape  Fi^ar  Itiver. 

Miami 

Guard  ship, City  Point. 

Mount  Washington . . 

Jamea  River    (sujiply 

vessel) . 
Sounds. 

12 
4 

"Washington    (flag- 

Lieut Com.  H  C.  Blake 

ship). 
James  River. 

pXx  .!?::::::;."■■.:> 

ActingMaster  H.North 

Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  Braino 

(Jommander  J.  H.  Spotts 

Ciimmiinder  W.  G.  Temple 

Acting  Ensign  W.Clarke 

Acting  Ensign  (J.  H.  ]  Chapman 
Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 

Acitiug   Rear-Admiral 

Radford's  flagship. 
Navy  yard,  temporary 

Pequot 

8 

10 
10 
2 
1 

repairs. 
James  River. 

Hampton  lioads. 

Poppv  

Ordnance  tug,NorfoIk. 

Picket  Launch  No.  5. 
Renahaw 

Sounds. 
Do. 
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Kame. 


Kelease . , . 

Republic  . 
Seneca  — 


Santiago  de  Cuba . 
Samuel  Rotan 


Shamrock 

Sbokokon 

Spnyten  Duyvil  -. 

Saffron 

Sassacus 

Sangamon 

Tacony 

Tristram  Sbandy  . 

Unit 

Valley  City 

"Wilderness 

"W^alusinc 

Wiiitelieaa 

"Wyandotte 

Young  America  .. 
"William  Badger  .. 

Tautic 

Zouave  

Bignonia 


Guns. 


Class. 


Sailing. . 
Screw  ., 
do.. 


Paddle.. 
Sailing  . 


Paddle 

do 

Torpedo  boat 

Screw 

Paddle 

Screw 

Paddle 

do 

Screw 

-...do 

Paddle 

....do 

Screw 

....do 

....do 

Hulk , 

Screw 

....do 

....do 


Very  respectfully, 


Commanding  oflBicer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Acting  MaHter  J.  Baker 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. 
Lieut.  Com.  E.  K.  Owen 


Capt.  O.  S.  Gliason 

Acting  Ensign  J.  "W.  Willard . . 


Commander  "W.  H.  Macomb 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  V.  Jossclyn 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brennon 

Acting  Ewsign  H. M.  Pishon... 

Lieut.  Com.  J.  L.  Davis 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler 

Lieut.  Com.  "W.  T.  Truxtun 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  (ireen 

Acting  Entjign  H.  P.  Hathaway 
Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey 

Lieut.  Com.  E.  English , 

Acting  Master  G,  W.  Barrett  . . 
Acting  Master  E.  "W.  AV  hite  . . . 

MateJ.  H.  Gilley , 

Acting  Ensign  H.  G.  Swain 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes 

Acting  Ensign  H.  D.  Trott 


Guard  ship,  New  Inlet. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Navy  yard  (ordered  to 

Manguana  Pass). 
Cruising. 
Guard  snip  (Hanapton 

Roads). 
Sounds. 

Do. 
Hampton  Roads. 
James  River. 
Chesapeake  Bay, 
Hampton  Koads. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Oft"  Cape  Henry. 
Norfolk. 
Sounds. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Elizabeth  River. 
Navy  yard  (repairing). 
Beaufort. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
James  River. 
Navy  yard  (repairing). 


Wm.  Radford, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral^  Commanding. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  N'avy  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Radford^ 
IT,  8.  N'avy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  certain  vessels  of  his  command, 

Navy  Department,  May  2, 1865, 
Sir  :  Your  ^o,  2  has  been  received.  For  the  present  keep  the  Bat  at 
Hampton  Roads  ready  for  sea.  Send  the  Daylight^  Bignonia,  Wyan- 
dotte^ and  Samuel  Rotan  to  New  York  to  be  sold,  and  the  Miami  to 
Philadelphia,  Keep  the  ironclads  in  the  roads  with  proper  vessels  to 
tow  them  until  the  rebel  ironclad  ram  Stonewall  is  disposed  of. 
Very  respectfuUyj 

G.  Welles, 
.^  '  Secretary  of  the  ifavy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Eadford, 

Comdg,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Fortress  Monroe, 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,    U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the 
condition  of  the  IT,  S,  S,  Sassacus. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Phlox, 

Hampton  Roads,  May  2,  1865, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the  U  S  S 
Sassacus  arrived  here  this  morning  from  the  upper  part  of  the  bay 
where  she  had  been  cruising  in  obedience  to  orders. 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  Lee  Davis,  commanding  the  Sassacus 
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reports  to  me  that  she  requires  very  extensive  repairs.    I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  recommend  that  she  be  detached  from  this  squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radfoed, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


Report  of  Commander  Renshaw,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  May  3, 1865. 
SiK:  The  Henry  Brinlcer  was  about  to  start  for  Plymoutli  wheu  the 
Eulus  arrived  from  Hatteras  Inlet.    I  thought  it  better  that  the  JEolus 
should  obey  her  orders. 

It  appears  that  the  presence  of  a  naval  vessel  near  Little  Washing- 
ton, N.  C,  is  really  necessary.    The  Brinlcer  will  return  to  that  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  report  from  Acting  Ensign  Kerens, 
the  substance  of  which  I  have  made  known  to  Brigadier-General  Palmer, 
commanding  the  district. 

The  letter  to  you  from  the  judge-advocate  of  the  court-martial  now 
sitting  at  Plytoouth,  JST.  C,  and  forwarded  to  me,  has  been  fully  com- 
plied with.    Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wetmore  will  return  it  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  Renshaw, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdg.  Dist.  of  the  Sounds,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock,  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Heney  Beinkee, 
Off  New  Berne,  N.  C,  May  3,  1865. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  on  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Washington,  N.  C. : 

On  my  arrival  there  I  found  great  animosity  existing  between  the 
loyal  inhabitants  and  those  who  had  evacuated  previous  to  the  capture 
of  the  place  by  our  forces  in  1862,  but  who  have  since  returned,  open- 
ing stores  and  trading  under  the  guise  of  loyalty.  I  closed  their  stores 
and  found  great  quantities  of  cotton  stowed  away,  belonging  to  unloyal 
people.  Thomas  Myers,  a  strong  secessionist,  who  assisted  in  carrying 
off  Hatteras  light,  returned  during  my  stay  there  with  cotton  and  fur- 
niture. As  it  was  landed  without  my  permission,  I  immediately  seized 
the  cotton. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

James  H.  Keeens, 
Ensign,  Commanding. 
Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massasoit. 
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Report'of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of 
the  prize  steamer  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Plymouth,  May  4,  1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from   Eear- Admiral   Porter,   I  have 
ordered  a  prize  master  and  crew  to  the  steamer  Philadelphia,  and  sliall 
send  her  to  Washington,  D.  C,  to  report  to  the  United  States  district 
judge. 

I  enclose  duplicate  prize  list  of  the  steamer  Valley  City  (the  captor). 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 


[Telegram.] 


Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia,  May  5, 1865. 
The  Sassaousleit  last  evening  for  Philadelphia,  in  obedience  to  orders 
received  by  telegraph  from  the  Department. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.'G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  May  5, 1865. 
Can  you  procure  any  of  the  torpedoes  made  at  Eichmond  in  imitation 
of  pieces  of  coal?  You  may  also  find  documents  or  reports  touching 
rebel  naval  matters,  which  we  would  like,  to  make  up  a  correct  history 
of  the  times.  We  have  the  proof  that  the  coal  shells  were  made  at 
Richmond. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Msijor-General  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Comdg.  Mil.  Div.  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  6, 1865. 
Send  the,  Bat  to  Washington. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Braine,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  U.^8.  8.  Pequot,  to  pro- 
ceed to  duty  in  the  James  River. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Phlox,  Hampton  Roads,  May  7, 1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  your  vessel  up  the  James  Eiver  to  the  mouth  of 
Pagan  Creek,  where  you  will  remain  until  further  orders,  exercising 
due  vigilance  in  the  passage  of  vessels  at  that  point. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Wm..  Eadford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Oommander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pequot. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear  Admiral  Radford, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  force  on  the  coast. 

Navy  Depaetment,  May  9, 1865. 
Sir:  Tour  No.  15  has  been  received.    The  Alabama,  at  New  York, 
has  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Boads  and  report  to  you  for 
towing  purposes.    You  can  use  ber  in  towing  disabled  vessels,  to  be 
sent  to  the  North,  in  the  process  of  reducing  your  squadron. 

The  disabled  vessels  may  be  sent  to  Philadelphia.  Those  that  can 
take  care  of  themselves  can  go  to  New  York;  the  most  efBcient  of  them 
to  Boston. 

The  Department  is  anxious  that  its  instructions  for  reducing  the 
force  on  the  coast  may  be  carried  out  as  early  as  jjracticable,  and  that 
the  present  large  number  of  vessels  in  the  sounds  may  be  speedily 
reduced  to  the  lowest  necessary  standard. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Eear-Admiral  William  Kadfoed, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  V.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disabled  condition  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Onondaga,  and 
the  expected  arrival  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Columbia  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

Navy  Department,  May  9, 1865. 
Sir  :  Your  No.  10,  relative  to  the  disabled  condition  of  the  Onondaga, 
has  been  received.  Tlie  Vanderbilt  has  gone  to  Charleston  to  tow  the 
ironclad  Columbia,  captured  at  that  place,  to  Norfolk.  On  her  deliver- 
ing the  Columbia  at  Norfolk,  direct  her  to  tow  the  Onondaga  to 
New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Submarine  Engineer  Maillefert,  regarding  worlc  performed  in 
clearing  a  passage  in  the  Jan\^s  River. 

Norfolk,  [Va.J,  May  10, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
amount  of  work  performed  by  me  in  the  clearing  of  a  channel  200  feet 
wide  from  Trent's  Reach  to  Richmond,  in  the  James  River: 

At  Trent's  Reach  I  destroyed  and  removed  5  schooners,  2  of  which 
were  loaded  with  coal;  also  1  bark,  3  barges. 

At  Warwick  Bar,  5  schooners,  2  of  which  were  loaded  with  coal;  also 
2  barges. 

At  Fort  Darling,  9  large  stone  crib  work,  strong  framed;  1  iron-hull 
gunboat;  rebel  rams  Virginia  and  Richmond,  ov  what  jjortions  of  tbem 
as  were  in  my  way;  also  quite  a  quantity  of  piling. 

Just  below  Richmond,  a  section  of  a  bridge,  its  draw,  and  3  stone 
cribworks. 

At  Richmond,  demolished  and  remove<l  a  large  portion  of  the  wrecked 
steamer  Patrick  Henry. 

1  have  also  destroyed  12  rebel  torpedoes,  some  of  which  contained 
2,000  pounds  powder. 

In  the  jterlormance  of  this  work  I  prepared  and  tired  100  submarine 
charges  of  120  pounds  each,  using  mostly  rebel  gunpowder  taken  from 
captured  forts.  Began  on  the  4tli  of  April  and  concluded  on  the  2.Sth 
same  month.  Nineteen  working  days  only  were  used,  employing  1 
steam  tug  with  its  crew  and  my  own  assistant  as  help. 

All  of, which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Maillefert, 

Submarine  Engineer. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  W.  Radford, 

Commanding  James  River  Fleet,  etc. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Franlde,  JJ.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8. 
Navy,  submitting  the  claim  of  ownership  of  the  steamers  Cotton  Plant 
and  Fisher. 

Headquarters,  Station  of  Plymouth, 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  May  10,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steamers  Cotton  Plant 
and  Fisher,  now  at  or  near  Halifax,  JST.  C,  have  this  day  been  surren- 
dered to  me  by  parties  who  claim  to  be  the  owners  thereof,  the  boats 
having  been  taken  from  them  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  as  will 
more  fuUy  appear  by  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  owner's  agent,  this 
day  received. 

In  accordance  with  this  surrender,  I  send  a  party  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  tliis  evening,  who  will  proceed  at  once  to  Hamilton  or  vicinity, 
where  the  boats  are  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  my 
party  and  brough  t  to  Plymouth  for  settlement  of  claim  of  ownership,  etc. 
My  party  will  endeavor  to  communicate  with  Commander  Thornton, 
on  the  Roanoke,  and  inform  him  of  the  surrender.  Will  you  favor  me 
by  issuing  instructions  that  your  officers  should  permit  the  passage  of 
these  boats  down  the  river? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jones  Frankle, 
Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery,  Commanding  Station. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S,  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 
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P.  S. — If  you  desire  to  make  any  suggestious  concerning  tliis  matter, 
please  let  me  have  them  as  soon  as  possible.  I  shall  be  within  cavalry 
communication  of  Plymouth. 

[Enclosure.] 

State  of  North  Gaeolina, 
County  of  Halifax,  May  10,  1865. 
Colonel:  Having  been  but  recently  placed  in  possession  of  the 
steamboats  Cotton  Plant,  Fisher,  and  two  lighters,  my  private  property, 
which  have  been  used  by  the  Confederate  authorities  contrary  to  my 
desire,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  making  a  formal  surrender  of  said 
boats  to  the  United  States  authorities,  subject  to  their  decision,  laws, 
etc.  I  will  have  said  boats  at  Hamilton,  on  Roanoke  Eiver,  subject  to 
your  orders,  on  or  by  next  Saturday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  etc., 

M.  McMahon, 
Per  J.  Clifton  Moses, 

Agent. 
Colonel  Jones  Fbankle, 

Commandant  Post,  Plymouth,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  West,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Frost,  U.  ^.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Fort  Bonelson,  to  proceed  in 
obedience  to  orders  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  May  11, 1865. 
Sir:  The  TJ.  S.  S.  Dawn  will  relieve  you  on  picket  duty.  You  will 
proceed  at  once  to  obey  your  orders  of  the  18th  April  from  Commodore 
Eadford.  Should  it  be  necessary,  you  can  touch  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 
or  Key  West,  Fla.,  for  supplies  or  repairs.  Your  communications  to 
Commodore  Eadford  and  the  tender  of  resignation  of  several  ofBcers 
have  been  received  and  will  be  forwarded  by  to-day's  mail. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  West, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Fort  Bonelson,  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

1>!"AVT  Department,  May  11, 1865, 
Send  any  vessels  you  may  have  ready  for  immediate  service,  not 
exceeding  six,  to  Key  West,  to  report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling 
to  assist  in  patrolling  the  coast,  so  that  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  party 

shall  not  escape. 

G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na'vy. 

Acting  Eear- Admiral  William  Eadford, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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[Telegram.) 

NoKFOi^c,  [Va.],  May  11, 1865. 
SiE :  Telegram  received.    Five  vessels,  including  Muscoota,  will  be 
dispatched  immediately. 

Wm.  Radfoed, 

Acting  Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  12, 1865. 
Advise  the  vessels  going  south  that  the  rebel  ram  Stonewall  has 
arrived  at  Nassau. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  William  Radford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Eoads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  12, 1865. 
Send  only  two  instead  of  six  vessels  to  Key  West.    Retain  the 
Monticello  under  orders  for  special  duty  until  arrival  by  mail  of  special 
instructions  issued  this  day. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  William  Radford, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Boads. 


[Telegram.] 


Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  May  13, 1865. 
Sir  :  The  Monticello  has  been  reached  by  a  telegram.     Is  here  now. 
Instructions  relative  to  her  not  received. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Eear-Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.; 


Navy  Department,  May  13, 1865. 
Instructions  for  Monticello  not  yet  issued.    They  may  be  by  Monday. 
Keep  her  prepared  for  sea. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  William  Radford, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockadirig  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  orders 
issued  tQ  various  vessels,  and  reduction  of  the  force  in  the  sounds. 

s 

Flagship  Phlox, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  15,  1865, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's coramuuications  of  the  9th  instant.    Instructions  have  been 
issued  for  the  Onondaga  to  be  in  readiness  to  be  towed  to  jSlew  York  by 
the  Vanderbilt. 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  Commander  Macomb  to  hasten  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  force  now  employed  in  the  sounds. 

I  have  sent  the  Daylight  to  New  York  in  tow  of  the  Gettysburg;  the 
latter  is  ordered  to  proceed  to  Boston.  The  Governor  Buckingham  left 
this  morning  with  the  Miami  in  tow  for  Philadelphia. 

The  ouly  vessel  in  this  division  of  the  squadron  unable  to  take  care 
of  herself  is  the  Wyandotte. 
I  will  send  her  by  the  first  opportunity  that  oflers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  commandant,  navy-yard,  Washington,  to  Acting  Master  North, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Malvern. 

Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  May  13,  1S65. 
SiE:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Malvern  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  on 
your  arrival  there  report  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford. 
Respectfully, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant. 
Acting  Master  H.  [H.l  North, 

Commanding  tl.  S.  8.  Malvern. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  15, 1865. 
Have  the  Monadnoclc  ready  to  sail  by  to-morrow  evening  or  the  fol- 
lowing morning;  also  the  Monticello  and  two  other  gunboats  of  the 
Fequot  or  Seneca  class, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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fTelegram.] 

Hampton  Eoads,  Virginia,  May  15, 1865. 
Sir  :  Pequot  and  Chippewa  [are]  the  only  vessels  of  their  class  here. 
PequoPs  engines  broken  down.     Chippewa  and  the  other  vessels  will  be 
1  eady. 

Wm.  JIadford, 
Acting  Bear- Admiral,  Commanding. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram. 


Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  15, 1865 — 10:30  p.  m. 
Will  the  Quartermaster-General  please  forward  to  commanding  officer 
[Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker]  TJ.  S.  S.  Maumee,  Drewry's 
Blufl',  James  liiver,  Virginia: 

Proceed  with  the  Maumee  immediately  to  Hampton  Eoads. 

Wm.  Eadford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Quartermaster-General, 

City  Point,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  RoncTcendorff,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  naming  vessels  entitled 
to  share  in  prizes  consequent  on  the  capture  of  Richmond. 

U.  S.  S.  MONADNOCK, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  15, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  forwarding  the  accompanying  prize  lists  of  this  vessel  "  at 
the  time  of  the  capture  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
rebel  rams  in  James  River,  on  or  about  April  2,  1865,"  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  present  the  following  statement  of  the  position  of  this  vessel  at 
that  time: 

At  the  time  of  the  blowing  up  of  the  rebel  ironclads  the  Monadnock 
was  lying  in  Trent's  Reach,  opposite  Dutch  Gap,  James  River.  The 
explosions  were  distinctly  visible  from  this  ship,  and  so  powerful  at 
this  distance  as  to  perceptibly  jar  the  vessel.  I  was  next  to  Admiral 
Porter  in  command  up  James  River,  and  at  the  time  in  charge  of  the 
ironclads  in  Trent's  Reach.  I  was  thus  senior  oiiftcer  in  charge  of  the 
torpedo  party,  in  which  two  of  my  boats,  under  Acting  Ensign  W.  B. 
Mix,  of  this  ship,  were  engaged  in  clearing  the  torpedoes  out  of  the 
river  between  Trent's  Reach  and  Richmond.  The  officers  on  this  duty 
were  Lieutenant-Commanders  R.  Chandler,  F.  M.  Ramsay,  and  E.  E. 
Potter.    I  followed  the  party  up  to  Richmond  in  person  in  a  naval  tug. 

In  my  opinion,  the  following  vessels  are  entitled  to  share  in  these 
rams,  etc.,  and  the  other  prizes  consequent  to  the  capture  of  Richmond, 
viz,  Monadnocl;  Saugus,  Sangamon,  Atlanta,  Lehigh,  Onondaga,  Maho- 
pac,  Chippewa,  Unadilla,  and  Oasco. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

Comjnander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 
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lAst  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  May 

15,  1865. 


Name.  Guns.  Class. 


Afiawam 


Atlanta 

Ad  em  one .  - 

Arietta 

Albemarle. 


Alpha . 
Belle  .. 


Berberry  . 
Cbicopee  . 


Commodore  Hull  . 
Ceren 


CoTnmodore  Morris. 

Chippewa 

Commodore  Perry . . 

CliBton 


Chaa.Phelpa 
Cobasset 


Dawn 


Delta. 

Eolns. 


Epsilon 

Granite » 1. 


Glance  . 
Gamma. 


Galena 

Huron 

Huncbback. 


Henry  Brinker  . 

Hoyt 

Henry  Janes  . . . 
Harcourt 


Iosco  - 


Lock  wood  . . 

Lilac 

Lehigh 

Leuapee  

Monad  nook. 
Monticello.. 
Maumee 


Massasoit . 


Mattabesett . 
Montgomery. 


Maratanza 

M-ount  WaflhinjTton. 


Martin  . 


Malvern  ... 
Onondaga. . 

Phlox , 


Pequot 

Pawtuxet. . . , 

Pontoosue 

Poppy 

Picket  launch  No.  5, 

Renshaw 


Paddle  . 

Screw  . . 
....do  .. 
Sailing  . 
Hulk... 


Screw  . 
....do. 


-...do 

Paddle 


....do. 

Screw  . 


Side  wheel 

Screw 

Paddle 


Screw 


Hulk  . 
Screw 


....do.. 


....do. 
Paddle. 

Screw  . 
Sloop  .  - 

Screw  . 
do  . 


Commanding  officer.  Presentduty  or  station 


Commander  A.  C.  Bhlnd 

Act.Vol.  Lient.  T.  J.  Woodward 
Acting  Ensign  P.  C.  Asscrson  . . 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C-  West 

Acting    Assistant    Paymaster 
G.  R.  Watkins. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Blake 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green 


Acting  EnsignR.  W.  Rowntree. 
Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut  H.  S.Wetmore. 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster 


Acting  Master  H.  Bingham. . 

Lieut.  Com*.  E.  E.  Potter 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster. 


Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden 


Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell. . , 
Acting  Ensign  Geo.  B.  Griflin. 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  E.  Smith 

Act.  Master's  Mate  W.  F.  Gragg. 
Acting  Master  H.Keyser 


Acting  Ensign  C.  F.  Kussell . 
Acting  Master  E.  Boomer 


Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler  , , 
Acting  En.sigu  H.  F.  Curtis. 


do Lieut.  Com.  C.  H.  Wells 

do Lieut.  Com.  T.  O.Selfridgo. 

Paddle Lieut.  J.  P.  Fyffe 


Screw I  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Eerens-.. 

do Acting  Ensign  H.B.  Twambly 

Schooner i 

Screw I  Mate  S.  Eldridge 


Paddle I  Lieut.  Cora.  J.  [S.]  Thornton 

do I  Acting  Ensign  J.C.  Greene 

Screw I  MateG. W.Lane 

do '  Lieut.  Com.  A.  A,  Semmcs 

Paddle i  Commander  T.  S.  Phelps 

Screw '  Commander  Wm.Ronckendorff. 

<lo Act.  Vol. Lieut.  H.  H.  Gorringe. 

do Lieut.  Com.  J.Parker 


Paddle, 
-do. 


Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw. 

Commander  J.  C.  Febigcr  .. 

Screw ]  Act.Vol.  Lient.  T.C.Dunn.. 

i 
Paddle !  Lieut.  Com.  G. W.  Toung. 


.do ■  Acting  Master  HH.Haynie... 

Screw '  Acting  Ensign  F.H.Grandall.. 

I 

Paddle ;  Acting  Master  n.North.pro  tern 

Screw Lieut. Com. H.C.Blake 


Paddle |  Acting  Ensign  H.  S.  Livermore, 

'      pro  tern . 

Screw I  Lieut.  Com.  D.  L.  Braine 

Paddle i  Commander  J.  H.  Spotts 

....do !  Commander  W.G. Temple 

Screw j  Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke 

Screw I  ActingEnsign[J.H.]Chapman. 

Schooner '  Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 


Sounds,  North    Caro- 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Jieaufort.N.C. 
Do. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  captured 
rebel  ram  raised. 

James  River. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 

Beaufort,  [N.  C.j. 

Norfolk     navy     yard 
(repairing). 

Plymouth,  N.  C.,  under 
orders  to  New  York. 

Norfolk     navy     yard 
(repairs  finishe*^). 

Chickahominy  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Guard     ship     below 
Richmond. 

Ordered  to  tow  Lock- 
wood  through  caual. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Towing  coal  to   Nor- 
folk. 

Guard  ship,  Beaufort, 
[N.C.]. 

Norfolk  (repairing). 

Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 

Jaioes  River. 

Guard  ship,  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

James  River. 

Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 

Newport  News. 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 

Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Towing   ordnance 
barge  to  New  York. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 

Ordered  to  Baltimore. 

James  River,  towing. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Do. 

Ordered   to   Hampton 
Roads. 

Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 

Cruising  off  Little  Riv 
er,  North  Carolina. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Supply  vessel,  James 
River. 

Sounds,    North    Caro- 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Under  orders  to  New 
York. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Fort  Norfolk. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Ordnance  tug,  Norfolk. 
Sounds,    North   Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 
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Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding^fficer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

3 

1 

11 

Sailing 

Screw 

PaildlB 

Acting  Master  J.  Baker 

Acting  Ensign  .T.  W.  Bennett . . . 
Captain  0  S  Gliason      

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

On  a  cruise. 

Samuel  Rotan 

5  j  Sailing 

11  ■  Paddle 

6  '            rln 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Willai'd  . .  - 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  Josselyn 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Piehon 

Under  orders  to  New 
York. 

liua. 
Do 

Satfron 

Screw 

do 

Paddle 

do 

Screw 

do 

Paddle 

do 

Screw 

do 

Hulk 

James  RiTer. 

2 
12 

4 

Hampton  lioads. 
Kew  Berne,  N.  C. 

Lieut.  Cora.  W.  T.  Truxtun 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut  F.  M.  Green 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . . 

Tristram  Shandy 

Unit 

Off  Cape  Henry. 
Fleet    engineer     tug, 

Norfolk. 
Sounds     North    Caro- 

Talley  City   . 

6 

4 
14 
4 
5 

WiWemesa  . .  . . 

Una. 
Do. 

Do. 

Whiteliead 

Wyandotte 

Acting  Master  G.  w.  Barrett  .  - . 
Acting  Maater  E.  W.  White  .... 

Acting  Ensign  S.G.Swain 

Do. 

Awaiting  tow  to  New 
York.       ■ 

Screw 

do 

do 

Norfolk      navy      yard 

(repairing). 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk     navy      yard 

(repairing). 

y  antic j        5 

Lieut.  Com.  T  C.Harris 

Zouave  

2 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes 

Very  respectfully, 


Wm.  Radford, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  IS.  Navy,  requesting  instruc- 
tions regarding  guard  ship. 

Flagship  Maxvebn, 
Hampton  Roads,  May  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  Samuel  Rotan  has  beau  for  some  time  stationed  oft'  Fortress 
Monroe  to  board  and  examine  the  papers  of  vessels  entering  and  depart- 
ing from  the  roads. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  if  the  Department  considers  it  necessary  for 
a  guard  ship  to  be  retained  at  that  point. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radfoed, 
Acting  Rear -Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  to  he  relieved  from 
command  of  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C,  Albemarle  Sound,  May  17, 1865. 
SiE:  I  would  respectfully  request  to  be  relieved  from  the  command 
of  this  district  and  ordered  to  take  the  Shamrock  to  New  York. 


NORTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  145 

As  hostilities  with  the  rebellious  States  have  ceased,  there  is  uothing 
further  to  be  done  by  the  Navy  in  this  district,  and  I  have  already,  by 
direction  of  the  admiral,  ordered  five  vessels  north*. 

The  Shamrock  is  a  fine  vessel  and  might  be  used  to  advantage  on 
other  service.     She  is  in  excellent  condition. 

There  are  still  two  double-enders,  the  Massasoit  and  Iosco,  in  the 
sounds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Hon.  CriDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.  | 

Hampton  Eoads,  May  18, 1865. 
Commodore  Godon  received  his  orders  at  5:45  p.  m..  May  10.    He 
sailed  at  9:29  a.  m.,  May  17.    The  Monadnoclc,  Monticello,  Chippetca, 
and  Emma  Henry  went  with  him.    The  Huron  is  ordered  to  join  him. 

W.  Eadford, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy   to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Eadford, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reduction  of  the  force  under  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  May  19,  1865. 
SiE:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  with  list  of  vessels  on  your 
squadron,  has  been  received.    The  Pequot  should  be  sent  north,  the 
Pontoosuc  and  Pawtuxet  should  be  docked,  and  your  squadron  should 
be  reduced  immediately,  as  ordered. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlatitic  Blochading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  19,  1865. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  off  Hampton  Roads  Avith 
the  tJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora  at  noon  of  this  date,  under  orders  from  Oaptain 
C.  W.  Pickering,  senior  officer  in  Port  Royal,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward 
and  will  present  a  duplicate  in  person. 

I  left  that  port  on  the  16th  instant  at  3 :  45  p.  m.,  convoying  the  trans- 
port steamer  William  P.  Clyde,  which  vessel  has  on  board  Jefferson 
Davis,  wife,  son,  and  two  daughters;  Alexander  H.  Ste])hens;  G.  G.  Clay 
and  lady;  William  [John  H.]  Reagan,  late  Postmaster-General;  General 
Wheeler,  and  other  prisoners  of  less  note. 
N  w  R — vol  12 10 
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As  soon  as  this  is  forwarded  I  will  proceed  to  execute  the  balance  of 
my  orders,  and  convoy  the  Clyde  to  Washington. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedtent  servant, 

James  Madison  Feailey, 

Commander,  U.  8:  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Boads,  May  19, 1865. 
I  have  ordered  the  Tuscarora,  Commander  Frailey,  to  remain  here 
with  the  prisoners  until  the  Department  is  heard  from. 

Wm.  Radfoed, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Rear- Admiral. 


[Telegram.] 

Nayy  Department, 
Washington  City,  May  19, 1865. 
Direct  Commander  Frailey  to  remain  with  the  Tuscarora  in  convoy  of 
William  Clyde.  Retain  the  prisoners  in  close  custody.  Allow  no  one 
to  communicate  with  them.  Hold  them  subject  to  the  order  of  Major- 
General  Halleck  or  the  Secretary  of  War.  Take  every  precaution  to 
prevent  rescue  or  escape. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radfoed, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Fortress  Monroe. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  guard  vessel. 

Navy  Depaetment,  May  20, 1865. 
SiE :  You  are  informed,  in  answer  to  your  dispatch  of  the  16th  instant, 
No.  28,  that  a  guard  vessel  at  Fortress  Monroe  is  no  longer  considered 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  William  Radfoed, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Squadron,  Mampton  Boads. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Radford,  If.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Bonelson. 

Navy  Department,  May  20, 1865. 
Sir:  Send  the  Fort  Donelson  to  Boston  to  be  put  out  of  commission 
and  sold. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford. 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram/ 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  20, 1865. 
If  any  vessel,  public  or  private,  sails  for  Charleston,  send  word  to 
Admiral  Dahlgren  that  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  not  sail  until  Thurs- 
day, the  25th,  instead  of  Saturday. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram/ 


Fort  Monroe,  May  21, 1865. 
The  Tuscarora,  with  prisoners,  has  sailed  for  Fort  Warren. 
The  Maumee,  with  prisoners,  has  sailed  for  Fort  Delaware. 
The  Panituxet  is  ready  to  convoy  the  William  Clyde.    Will  leave  for 
Fort  McHenry  when  prisoners  are  ready. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear -Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  the  dis- 
r  patching  of  vessels  to  the  North. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  21, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's letter  of  the  I'Jth  instant. 

The  necessary  orders  have  been  given  dispatching  to  the  North 
all  vessels  in  this  squadron  with  the  exception  of  30  to  be  retained,  4 
tugs,  and  a  few  hulks  in  use  as  coal  and  stone  vessels. 

They  will  leave  as  soon  as  possible,  all  my  orders  to  that  eft'ect  hav- 
ing been  explicit. 

Very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  May  22, 1865. 
The  Rhode  Island  from  Mobile  arrived  tliis  day  with  paroled  rebel 
naval  oflQcers;  two  lieuteuants,  others  of  lower  grades.  1  have  turued 
them  over  to  provost-marshal.  Have  sent  Pontoosiic  to  Washington 
with  Mr.  Harrison,  secretary  to  Jefi'.  Davis,  jier  request  of  General 
Halleck. 

W.  Radford, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  i>.  Navy,  regarding  late  Confederate 
Kteamers  seized  as  prize. 

U.  S.  Picket  Boat  No.  5, 
Off  Halifax,  Roanole  River,  North  Carolina,  May  22, 1865. 
I  have  seized  late  C.  8.  steamers  Cotton  Plant,  Fisher,  SMrwan,  and 
Egypt  Mills  as  prizes  to  the  squadron;  also  a  small  steamer  nearly 
finished  on  the  stocks  at  the  rebel  navy  yard  at  this  place. 

The  Cotton  Plant  smA  Egypt  Mills  are  claimed  as  private  property  by 
citizens  of  Halifax  and  elsewhere. 

The  Cotton  Plant  I  am  desired  to  turn  over  to  the  U.  S.  Treasury 
purchasing  agent,  now  stationed  here,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
cotton  and  other  produce,  until  I  can  receive  orders  or  instructions  in 
relaticfn  thereto. 

The  vessel  will  be  delivered  to  the  Navy,  when  required  to  do  so  by 
proper  authority. 

This  arrangement  would  both  accommodate  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  citizens  residing  on  and  near  the  Roanoke  Jiiver.  Refer 
to  my  report  to  admiral. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Comdg.  District  Bounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
requesting  the  release  of  vessels  seized  hy  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S. 
Navy. 

Treasury  Department,  May  24, 1865. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  lierewith  copy  of  a  telegram 
received  at  this  Department  stating  that  two  vessels  have  been  seized 

in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina.    If  they  were  upon  a  lawful  voyage 

that  is,  if  they  had  no  contraband  of  war  on  board,  it  is  proper  they 
should  be  released,  and  [  1]  respectiully  suggest  that  an  order  to  that 
effect  be  issued  by  your  Department. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  McCULLOCH, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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■^Enclosure. — Telegram.  ] 

Treasury  Department, 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  May  22,  1865. 
Commander  Macomb,  commanding  the  sounds  in  North  Carolina,  has 
seized  the  steamers  Cotton  Plant  and  Hgijpt  Mills  at  Halifax,  on  the 
Eoauoke  lliver,  wliich  has  entirely  suspended  all  trade  and  transporta- 
tion. Both  boats  are  private  property.  Will  you  have  them  relieved 
by  Secretary  Welles,  that  business  may  go  on  as  usual?  There  is  a 
large  amount  of  cotton  in  the  Roanoke  River  that  can  be  brought  to 
market  the  moment  the  boats  are  returned  to  their  loyal  owners.  The 
Fisher  and  SJcirioan,  seized  at  the  same  time,  could  be  very  profitably 
employed  in  transporting  cotton  for  a  short  time. 

Peter  Lawson, 
Purchasing  Agent  for  United  States. 
Hon.  H.  McGuLLOCH, 

Secretary  of  Treasury. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
of  expedition  up  the  Roanolze  River,  and  requesting  instructions  regard- 
ing the  disposition  of  property  captured. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  May  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herein  to  the  Department  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Commander  Macomb,  with  its  eiiclosures. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  honorable  Secretary  what  steps  I  am  to 
take  regarding  the  vessels  and  cotton  therein  mentioned  as  captured, 
and  also  of  the  property  now  in  our  possession  at  Halifax,  N.  C. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eadpoed, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  A  tlantic  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S,  S.  Shamrock, 
Off  Croatan  Light,  North  Carolina,  May  18,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  a  suc- 
cessful expedition  up  the  Roanoke  River  by  the  Iosco,  Valley  City,  and 
picket  boat  No.  5,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Thornton, 
of  the  first-named  vessel. 

These  vessels  (the  captured  ones  mentioned)  were  all  used  by  the 
rebel  Government,  though  some  were  seized  from  private  citizens  by 
that  Government.  The  cotton  is  also  rebel  property,  without  much 
doubt,  though  claimed  by  certain  parties  as  private  property.  It  is 
pretty  certain  that  these  i)ersons  took  possession  of  it  on  the  evacuation 
of  the  rebels  from  that  part  of  the  country. 
I  most  respectfully  request  instructions  as  to  their  disposal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P.  S. — You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  reports  that  the  late  rebel  naval 
station  at  Halifax  is  in  our  possession.  1  shall  keep  possession  there 
till  further  orders. 
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There  is  a  gunboat  on  the  stocks  nearly  completed  and  some  good 
timber  in  the  yard.  I  would  respectfully  request  orders  in  regard  to 
the  above  and  also  the  captured  cotton. 

W.  E.  Macomb, 

Commander. 

[Subencloanres.] 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 
Hamilton,  N.  C,  May  14,  1805. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  Hamilton  early  on 
Saturday  nioruiug,  leaving  the  loseo  at  Rainbow  with  orders  to  search 
for  the  sunken  guns  and  to  make  preparations  for  raising  them.  I  have 
dragged  the  river  as  far  as  Palmyra,  to  which  point  I  have  this  morn- 
ing sent  the  Valley  City  to  await  the  return  and  assist  Captaiu  Brooks 
on  his  return  with  his  prizes  captured  at  Edwards  Ferry  and  elsewhere 
in  that  vicinity,  the  Cotton  Plant,  Fisher,  Dolly,  tlie  engine  of  Cushing's 
torpedo  boat,  and  another  craft  of  some  kind  built  by  the  rebels.  Cap- 
tain Brooks  has  not  reached  me  as  yet,  so  I  have  no  particulars  other 
than  the  above.  These  I  received  through  Captain  Haskell,  adjutant 
at  Plymouth,  Mr.  McMahon,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Moses,  tliese  latter 
gentlemen  claiming  ownership  of  Cotton  Plant.  They  wish  to  go  down 
in  the  Cotton  Plant  to  communicate  with  you.  As  I  see  no  objections,  I 
shall  give  them  permission.  The  detachment  of  infantry  at  Hamilton 
also  wish  a  passage,  which  I  accord  with  pleasure,  as  they  are  worn 
out  with  vain  exertion.  As  soon  as  Captain  Brooks  arrives  I  shall  for- 
ward .the  prizes  to  Plymouth.  I  do  not  think  the  Valley  City  can 
cross  the  bar  above  Palmyra,  nor  do  I  think  it  worth  while  to  dredge 
above  that  place,  as  I  am  assured  on  all  hand?*  that  torpedoes  have 
never  been  laid  down  there,  and  as  I  am  sure  there  are  none  below,  I 
am  happy  to  report  the  river  clear.  I  can  find  thus  far  but  three  guns; 
they  are  sunk  under  the  embrasures  from  which  they  were  thrown. 
The  others  have  launched  out  into  deep  water,  and  if  sunk  in  the  mud, 
will,  I  think,  never  be  recovered;  if  not,  the  sweeping  line  may  find 
them.  There  were  originally  fourteen  or  fifteen  guns  of  all  classes  in 
the  fort;  two  were  burst,  one  of  which  was  a  32-ponnder;  one,  a 
Blakely,  carried  to  Weldon ;  one  12-pounder,  carried  away  by  Captain 
Lee;  one  12-pounder,  sent  to  Plymouth;  leaving  nine  or  ten  in  the 
river,  three  of  which  I  think  can  be  raised. 

The  obstructions  before  Poplar  Point"  are  sufficiently  clear  for  the 
passage  of  any  vessel  likely  to  navigate  this-  river,  and  will  wear  away 
in  time.  I  have  no  need  of  the  cutters  unless  you  wish  to  dredge  the 
river  higher  up  than  I  have  thought  necessary.  I  have  obtained  a  flat 
of  sufficient  size  with  which  to  raise  the  guns,  and  will  commence  that 
work  to-morrow. 

May  15,  1865. 
I  have  succeeded  in  raising  three  guns  this  morning  bearing  the  fol- 
lowing marks,  viz:  One  rille-guu,  6-inch  caliber,  C.  W.  S.,  1852;  one 
smoothbore  132-pounder,  5,522  pounds,  J.  M.  C.  E.,  1829;  one  smoothbore 
12-pounder  [illegible],  J.  K.  A.  «Sz;  Co.,  1851.  I  dragged  the  river  up  and 
down  and  athwart  in  the  attempt  to  find  the  other  guns,  but  without 
success.  If  there  are  any  others,  they  must  be  in  deep  water  and  under 
the  mud,  in  which  case  it  will  be  impossible  to  recover  them  with  the 
means  at  our  disposal.  By  close  questioning  the  people  in  this  vicinity 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  guns  in  the  fort  I  find  that  the  accounts 
differ  from  five  to  seventeen.  1  ha\  e  finally  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
ten  guns  of  all  classes  batteried  the  works,  five  of  which  were  heavy 
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guns,  the  others  light  guns  mounted  on  field  carriages.  Of  the  heavy 
guns,  two  (32-pounders)  were  burst,  two  I  have  secured,  and  the  other, 
a  Blakely  rifle,  has  been  carried  to  Weldon.  Of  *the  light  guns,  one 
was  taken  by  Captain  Lee  when  he  evacuated,  two  I  have  secured,  and 
the  other  may  be  sunk  in  the  river,  or  may  have  been  carried  off  for 
anght  1  can  tell.  The  success  of  Captain  Brooks  fulfills  the  require- 
ments of  your  orders. 

May  16, 1865. 
Captain  Brooks  has  returned  and  his  report  is  enclosed.  He  reports 
a  large  quantity  of  Confederate  cotton  stowed  away  along  the  banks 
of  the  river.  As  every  duty  embraced  in  my  orders  has  been  fulfilled, 
I  judge  it  best  to  go  down  in  person  to  communicate  with  you,  leaving 
Captain  Brooks  in  charge,  with  instructions  not  to  permit  the  cotton  to 
be  removed.  I  shall  use  the  Cotton  Plant  for  that  purpose,  and  shall 
leave  early  to-morrow  morning,  bringing  Brooks'  flotilla  with  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Thornton, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding  Iosco. 
Commander  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Yalley  City, 
HilVs  Ferry,  BoanoTce  River,  May  15, 1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  took  the  picket  launch  No.  5,  Acting 
Ensign  John  H.  Chapman,  commanding,  taking  with  me  Paymaster 
J.  W.  Sands  and  a  detachment  of  men  from  this  vessel,  and  the  launch 
and  crew  from  the  Iosco ;  also  a  boat  from  the  Iosco,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  U.  Feilberg,  which  was  to  pull  up.  1  left  this  vessel  at  Wil- 
liamston  at  6 :  30  p.  m.  of  Thursday,  the  11th  instant,  and  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  Halifax  with  all  dispatch.  Arrived  at  Edwards  Ferry  at 
3  p.  m.  the  next  day  and  captured  two  steamers.  There  was  but  one 
man  on  board,  who  stated  that  he  was  taking  care  of  a  small  quantity  of 
corn.  One  of  the  steamers  was  loaded  with  staves.  I  immediately 
took  possession,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Hawkins,  acting  third  assistant  engi- 
neer of  the  launch,  after  much  trouble  succeeded  in  getting  steam  on 
one  of  the  vessels.  In  the  meantime  I  pushed  on  with  the  launch, 
leaving  a  guard  with  the  steamer  in  charge  of  Mr.  Abbot.    When  about 

2  miles  from  Halifax,  discovered  another  steamer  tied  up  in  the  bushes 
with  a  barge  alongside.    The  steamer  contained  some  30  bags  cotton, 

3  cases  goods,  and  0  barrels  brandy,  which  I  broke  open  and  threw 
overboard  in  order  that  the  men  should  not  get  drunk.  There  were 
three  men  and  a  negro  on  board.  I  placed  Paymaster  Sands  with  five 
men  in  charge  and  proceeded  to  Halifax,  where  I  found  a  small  steamer 
with  no  one  on  board;  taking  her  in  tow,  I  returned  to  the  steamer 
below,  and  set  to  work  getting  steam,  which  was  soon  accomplished  by 
Mr.  Hawkins,  when  I  returned  to  Edwards  Ferry,  arriving  at  6  a.  m. 
Saturday..  At  this  place  the  enemy  had  in  operation  quite  a  yard,  but 
had  burned  everything  but  a  steam  engine  and  boiler,  which  I  took  on 
board.  At  11  a.  m.  Mr.  Feilberg  arrived,  having  pulled  a  distance  of 
about  100  miles.  At  4  p.  m.  started  down  the  river,  all  but  one  steam- 
ing. On  the  way  down  discovered  23  bales  cotton  on  the  river  bank, 
which  I  took  on  board.  When  about  15  miles  from  the  ferry  I  stopped 
to  wood  up,  and  Monday  afternoon  again  started  down  the  river  and 
met  the  Valley  City  at  Palmyra. 
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The  steamers  found  at  Edwards  Ferry  were  said  to  be  the  Fisher  aud 
the  Egypt  Mills,  the  former  having  been  built  by  the  rebels  and  had 
mounted  a  pivot  gun.  The  one  found  near  Halifax  they  called  the  Cot- 
ton Plant,  which  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  but  is  claimed 
by  a  Mr.  McMahon,  who  has  been  a  rebel  agent,  and,  from  what  I  hear, 
a  strong  disloyal  man. 

I  can  not  but  mention  Mr.  Sam.  Hawkins,  engineer  of  thelaunch,  for 
his  skill  and  ])erseverance  in  getting  the  steam  in  running  order,  and 
my  thanks  are  due  to  CHptnin  Chapnian  and  ail  the  officers  who  accom 
panied  me  for  their  assistance.  • 
Very  respectfully, 

[John  A.  J.  Brooks,] 

Acting  Master. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 
Norfolk  Nary  Yard,  May  29,  18(i5. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Onondaga  will  leave  to-day 
in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  for  New  York. 

The  ironclads  Lehigh,  Sangamon,  and  Atlanta  have  been  ordered  from 
the  roads  to  Norfolk  and  are  now  lying  oft'  the  hospital;  the  |C.  S.  S.] 
Columhia  is  at  the  navy  yai'd  here  and  will  go  into  dock  as  soon  as  the 
Mount  Vernon  is  floated  out,  probably  to  morrow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eadfoed, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
(t.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  (J. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  enquiring  regard- 
ing the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 
Norfolli  Navy  Yard,  May  29,  1865. 
Sir:  The  Tristram.  Shandy  Las  returned  from  her  duties  at  Cape 
Henry. 

I  respectfully  ask  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Department  to  keep  her 
iu  this  squadron  as  a  dispatch  bont,  or  if  she  shall  be  sent  north? 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  llADPORD, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
.    G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J>.  G. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Halleck  has  three  or  four  prisoners  at  Richmond  to  be 
conveyed  to  Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.     Communicate  with  him  by  telegraph 
and  take  them  as  he  shall  request. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Instructions  of  the  Acting  8ecretary_ofthe  Navy  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral 
Radford,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  of  the  squadron. 

Natt  Department,  May  31, 1865. 

SiE:  Eeduce  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  to  the  following  number 
of  vessels,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  viz:  Six  tug  boats,  seven  other 
steamers,  one  monitor. 

You  can  have,  in  addition,  such  store  vessels  as  may  be  required  in 
connection  with  this  force. 

Select  the  most  eflficient  vessels  for  retention  and  send  to  the  Depart- 
ment a  list  of  them.  Consult  with  Captain  Berrien  and  transfer  to  him 
two  good  tugs.  Send  all  the  other  vessels  to  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Boston,  and  Portsmouth,  the  iron  vessels  to  Philadelphia.  You  will 
always  have  a  vessel  ready  to  go  to  sea  from  Hampton  Roads,  and  the 
monitor  is  to  spend  half  her  time  in  fresh  water. 

Fill  up  the  vessels  that  remain  as  the  fixed  force  of  the  squadron 
with  their  complement  of  officers  and  men.  Retain  for  this  purpose 
good  volunteer  officers,  so  far  as  possible  those  who  wish  to  continue 
a  while  longer  in  the  service,  and  send  north  all  other  volunteer  officers 
for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Of  the  men  send 
home  those  who  have  the  least  time  to  serve. 

In  forwarding  to  the  Department  a  list  of  the  vessels  retained  send 
with  it  lists  of  the  officers  of  each  and  complete  muster  rolls  of  their 
crews,  the  latter  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting. 

All  property  hitherto  belonging  to  the  rebel  Naval  Department,  or 
that  was  under  its  control,  will  be  taken  possession  of  by  you,  and  an 
account  taken,  with  an  estimate  of  the  value  thereof,  and  forwarded  to 
this  Department.  If  such  property  is  in  possession  of  the  United  States 
military  forces,  make  a. written  request  for  it,  and  report  your  action  to 
this  Department,  that  the  necessary  orders  may  be  given  by  the  War 
Department  for  its  delivery  to  the  Navy. 

Economize  in  the  use  of  coal,  and  give  directions  to  all  vessels  to 
keep  steam  down,  except  in  an  emergency,  of  which  the  senior  officer 
shall  judge,  under  directions  of  commiinder  of  the  squadron. 

The  title  of  the  squadron  under  your  command  will  hereafter  be  the 
"North  Atlantic  Squadron." 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Pox, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Sampton  Roads. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  June  1,  1865. 


!Nanie. 


Ajrawam 
Atlauta.. 


AnenioDe .. 

Arietta 

Albemarle . 


Alpha  ... 
Chicopee. 


GUDB. 


Coraraodore  Morria  . 
Commodore  Perry  . . 


ClasB. 


Paddle.  - . 

Screw  ... 

do  ... 

Schooner . 
Hulk.... 

Scre^v 


....do.. 
....do.. 


OommandiDg  officer. 


Commander  A.  C.  Khind  . 
Lieut.  Cora.  B.  Wilson  - . . 


Acting  Ensign  A.  O.  Kruge 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West 

Acting    Assistant    Paymaster 

G.K.  Watkins. 
Acting  Ensign  J.  Blake. 


Paddle Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold  .. . 


Acting  Master  H.  Bingham 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster  . . . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Hampton  Koads. 
Navy    yard,     Norfolk 

(repairing). 
Beaufort,  N\C. 

Do. 
Sounds,    North   Caro. 

Una. 
Hampton  Uoads. 
Navy    yard,    Norfolk 

(repairing). 
Cliickahomiuy  Kiver. 
James  Kiver. 
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Lint  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Sqrtadron,  June  1,  1885 — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

CommaDdiiig  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

Charles  Phelpa 

Hulk 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell 

Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Gragg 

Acting  Master  H.  Keyser 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  H.  Wells 

Craney  Island  coal  sta- 

Belta             

Screw 

Pad.Ue 

Screw 

tion. 
Sounds. 

4 

1 

Do. 

do 

11 

5 
3 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Newport  News. 
Ott"  Fort  Norfolk. 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  0.  Selfridj^e 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens 

Acting  Ensign  I.  Miller 

Lieut. Com.  J.  [S.]  Thornton 

Lieut.  Com.  A.  A.Sommes 

Lieut.  Cora.  T.  S.  Phelps 

Henry  Brinkei 

Sounds. 
Hampton  Koads. 

10 

2 

10 

8 

10 

6 

6 

12 

10 

10 

2 

2 

Paddle 

Sounds. 

Lehigh 

Oil  Norfolk.  Va. 

Paddle 

Screw 

Paddle 

ocrew 

Paddle 

do 

do 

do... 

Screw 

do 

Schooner 

Bark    

Cape  Fear  Kivcr. 
OG'navyyard,  Norfolk. 

Coumander  R.  T.  Kensliaw 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  C.  Dnnn 

Lieut.  ComraanderG.  W.  Young. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  . . . 
Lieut.Com.  A.V.  Reeddiiotcm.) 

Commander  W.  G.  Temple 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke 

Acting  Ensign  f  J.  H.]  Cliapman 
Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 

Hampton  Koads. 

Navj-^  yard,  Norfolk. 

I'oiitoosuc 

Do. 

Picket  Launch  No.  5. 

Sounds. 
Do. 

3 
1 
11 
2 
4 

6 

Cape  Fear  Kiver. 
Do. 

-4.cting  Ensign  J.  AV.  Bennett. . . 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

Paddle 

Sounds. 

Off  Fort  Norfolk,  Va. 

Tristram  Sbandy 

Valley  City 

Paddle 

Scrr-w      

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green 

Acting.Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . . 

Acting  Master  H.  .A  rev 

Acting  Master  G,  W .  Barrett . . . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris 

Conveying  prisoners  to 
Fort  I*ulaski,  Ga. 

4  1  Paddle 

Do. 

Whitehead 

Do. 

William  Hadgcr 

Hulk 

Screw 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Yautic...« 

5 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron _ 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  8.  Navy,  giving  list  of  vessels 
detached  from  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Malvern,  June  1, 1865. 
The  following  vessels  have  gone  to  the  North: 

Epsilon. 

Hunchback. 

Hoyt. 

Lockwood. 

Lilac. 

Mount  Washington. 

Samuel  liotan. 

Tacony. 

Wyalusing. 

Young  America. 


Belle. 

Berberry. 

Dawn. 

Commodore  Hull. 

Cohasset. 

Mattabesett. 

Onondaga. 

Pequot. 

Shokokon. 

Unit. 

Wyandotte. 

The  following  vessels  have 
or  will  leave  as  soon  as  some 

Ceres. 
Clinton, 
(iranite. 
Henry  Janes. 


been  ordered  and  are  on  their  way  north, 
necessary  repairs  are  completed : 

Martin. 
Phlox. 

iaaflron. 
Zouave. 
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The  following  vessels  are  on  detached  service  under  Acting  Eear- 
Admirals.  W.  Godon: 

Monadnock.  Chippewa. 

Monticello.  Emma  Henry. 

Three  of  the  five  vessels  in  Cape  Fear  River  have  been  ordered  north, 
as  have  all  the  vessels  iu  the  sounds  with  the  exception  of  nine. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  liADPOED, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dis- 
position  of  vessels  in  the  reduction  of  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malveen, 
Hampton  Roads,  June  2,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recei])t  of  your  communi- 
cation of  May  31st,  ultimo,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron. 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  to  send  to 
Portsmouth,  [N.  H.],  Boston,  or  New  York  all  the  vessels  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Sqnadron  in  the  sounds  except  tlie  Shamrock  and  Iosco,  third 
rates,  and  the  tugs  Gamma  and  Delta;  to  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  S. 
Phelps,  senior  officer.  Cape  Fear  River,  ordering  all  the  vessels  there 
stationed  to  the  above-mentioned  ports  except  the  Lenapee;  orders  to 
Captain  J.  M.  Berrien  to  dispatch  all  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Squadron  now  repairing  at  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  the  same  ports 
as  soon  as  they  are  sufficiently  repaired  to  render  it  safe  for  them  to  go 
to  sea  except  the  Ghicopee,  which  vessel's  repairs  will  not  be  completed 
for  two  weeks. 

The  Yantic,  fourth  rate,  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  here. 
U])on  her  arrival,  if  she  be  in  good  repair,  the  Montgomery,  third  rate, 
will  be  sent  north. 

The  Maumee,  fourth  rate,  Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker,  is 
at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  and  her  coinmander  is  at  Richmond  attend- 
ing to  the  appraisement,  inventory,  and  shipment  of  rebel  naval  stores, 
machinery,  etc.  The  Maumee  needs  a  new  condenser  and  some  repairs 
to  machinery.  She  will  be  sent  north  as  soon  as  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker  finishes  the  duty  with  which  he  has  been  charged.  It  would 
give  me  satisfaction  if  she  could  be  returned  to  this  squadron,  as 
Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  is  conversant  with  the  details  of  the 
seizure  of  the  rebel  naval  stores,  and  would  be  of  much  service  in 
finally  disposing  of  all  claims  to  them. 

Tlie  schooner  Arietta,  ordnance  schooner  at  Beaufort,  has  not  been 
ordered  north.  The  Arietta  has  a  small  crew,  is  an  economical  vessel, 
and  would  be  of  service.  I  respectfully  ask  that  she  may  be  retained 
for  the  present. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  there  should  be  at  least  two 
vessels  for  service  iu  the  James  River — one  at  Newjwrt  News,  where  we 
now  have  some  3,000  prisoners,  the  other  to  patrol  the  river  and  aflord 
protection  and  assistance,  if  needed,  to  the  numerous  transports  navi- 
gating the  James. 
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The  squadron,  as  reduced,  will  consist  of  the  following  vessels : 


Name. 


Class. 


Malvern 

Sbamrock 

Iosco  

Lenapee  

Agawam 

Tristram  Shandy 

Montgomery,  or  Yautic,  when  she  arrive 

Harcourt 

Glance 

Alpha 

G-amma 

Delta 

Anemone 

Poppy  

Snowdrop 


Flagship  .  -  - 
Third  rate .  - 

do 

do 

do 

Fourth  rate . 
Third  rate  . . 

Tug 

do 

....do 

do 

...do 

...do  

....do 

....do  


Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 
Cape  Fear  Kiver. 
Newport  News. 
On  return  from  FortPula.ski. 
Hampton  Koadfl. 

James  River  and   Hampton 
Koads. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 
Beaufort. 
Navv  yard. 

Do. 


List  of  officers  and  muster  rolls  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  received. 
The  Phlox  is  an  unarmed,  side-wheel  steamer,  consuming  but  8  tons  of 
coal  per  diem.  A  quantity  of  ordnance  and  other  stores  are  to  be  sent 
to  Washington,  and  I  will  retain  the  Phlox  lor  this  purpose  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  tlie  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eadfokd, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Aviiny  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Adting  Hear- Admiral  Bad- 
ford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 

Navy  Department,  June  2,  1865. 
SiB:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th   ultimo,  the  Department 
directs  that  the  Tristram  Shandy  be  retained  in  the  ISorth  Atlantic 
Squadron  until  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Eadfobd, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron,  Norfolh,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting    Rear-Admiral 
Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  ironclads. 

Navy  Department,  June  2,  18H5. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  No.  45,  of  the  L'Oth  ultimo,  has  been  received. 
Retain  one  of  the  ironclads  in  the  squadron,  either  the  Lehigh  or  the 
Sangamon,  and  send  the  other  two  to  Philadelphia. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  of  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Gomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  June  5, 1865. 
You  can  retain  Lieutenant-Gommander. Parker.^  Send  the  Maumee 
to  Philadelphia.    Other  matters  in  your  No.  54  approved. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  ISecretary  Navy. 
Acting  Kear- Admiral  Wm.  Kadford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  covibine  the  North  and  South  Atlantic  Squadrons  in  one  com- 
mand. 

Navy  Department,  Jmie  9,  1865. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  is  reduced  to  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  designated  in  the  order  of  the  Department  dated  May  31, 
you  will  proceed  to  Port  lioyal,  S.  C,  and  in  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgfen's 
absence  you  will  assume  command  of  the  Atlantic  Squadron,  which 
will  comprise  the  remaining  vessels  of  the  North  and  South  Atlantic 
Squadrons.  The  limits  of  your  command  will  be  from  Gape  Florida  to, 
but  not  including,  York  Eiver,  with  headquarters  at  Port  Koyal,  S.  G. 
Leave  a  senior  officer  in  Hampton  lioads,  to  whom  the  Department 
can  communicate,  and  have  a  dispatch  vessel  at  that  anchorage. 

You  are  authorized  to  fit  up  t'he  Tristram  Shandy,  or  any  other  ves- 
sel of  your  squadron,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  visit 
different  stations  of  your  squadron. 
A  copy  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren's  orders  are  herewith  enclosed. 
Very  respectfully, 

GtDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Old  Foint,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  Jtme  16,  1865. 
Orders  have  been  given  to  land  stores  of  Seneca.    You  may  detain 
Tahoma  for  service  in  your  squadron. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  lioads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  June  16, 1865. 

Direct  the  Alabama  to  tow  the  Monadnocic  to  Philadelphia. 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 
Acting  Rear  Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  lioads. 
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Lettei  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
report  urging  the  restriction  of  further  seizure  of  private  property  in 
North  Carolina.  * 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  June  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  extract 
from  a  report  of  Colonel  Fr  ankle,  commanding  at  Plymouth,  N.  C,  and 
to  the  copies  of  the  endorsements  made  thereon  by  General  Grant  and 
General  Schotield  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  arresting  the  further 
seizure  of  private  property  by  naval  commanders  on  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Station  op  Plymouth, 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  May  19,  1865. 

Captain  :  »  »  *  The  order  of  General  Schofield  announcing  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  in  this  State  and  proclaiming  i)eace  has  been 
received  here  and  by  me  published  to  the  citizens  with  the  assurance, 
as  by  that  order  secured,  of  no  further  molestation  of  their  property, 
and- 1  have  striven  to  foster  friendly  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
hereabouts,  which  they  are  well  disposed  to.  But  the  Navy,  on  their 
up-river  expeditions,  seem  to  have  no  such  notification  of  peace,  and  are 
loading  and  securing  cotton,  the  property  of  private  citizens,  and  such 
other  general  property  as  falls  in  their  way.  They  are,  of  course,  sup- 
posed by  the  people  to  be  a  cooperative  authority  with  the  Army,  but 
of  what  avail  is  the  publication  of  an  order  declaring  peace  "in  the 
State  and  protection  to  the  people  if  their  property  is  taken  before  their 
eyes  a  week  or  a  month  after  the  order  is  issued?  The  people  do  not 
understand  the  distinctive  character  of  the  Army  and  Na\'y,  and  are 
apt  to  look  for  the  carrying  out  of  such  orders  to  one  branch  of  the 
service  as  well  as  the  other. 

I  trust  this  affair  may  receive  the  attention  it  seems  to  demand  and 
that  the  early  action  of  the  authorities  may  be  had  on  it. 

******* 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jones  Frankle, 
Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  A.  Judson, 

Acting  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Beaufort. 

[Eudorsftmenls,] 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  June  2,  1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  commanding 
armies  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  of  importance  that  the  orders  to  stop  seizures  of  private  prop- 
erty be  complied  with,  and  I  request  that  such  orders  may  be  sent  naval 
commanders  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

J.  M.  Schofield, 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Aemy  United  States,  June  12, 1865. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  aud  atteation  invited 
to  that  part  of  General  Schofield's  endorsement  iiJ  which  he  speaks  of 
the  importance  of  compliance  with  the  orders  to  stop  seizures  of  private 
property,  and  requests  that  such  orders  may  be  seut  to  the  naval  com- 
manders on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  advising  the  retention  of  the 
vessels  Skirwan  and  Fisher  for  use  in  the  district  of  the  sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
District  of  the  Sounds  of  Worth  Carolina,  Plymouth,  June  19, 1865. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  termination  of  the  expedi- 
tionup  theJRoanokeEiver,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Thornton.  A 
large'amount  of  ex-rebel  property  has  been  captured,  of  which  the  inven- 
tories are  not  quit«  completed  yet,  but  which  1  will  forward  in  a  few 
days. 

If  you  have  no  objections,  I  will  retain  the  Fisher  and  Skirwan  in  this 
district,  the  former  to  carry  supplies  from  the  naval  storehouse  at  New 
Berne  for  vessels  in  the  upper  sounds  and  the  latter  for  a  mail  and  dis- 
patch boat.  In  consequence  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  the  ves- 
sels of  this  district,  I  have  none  of  light  draft  aud  sufiBcient  (japacity  to 
transport  stores  from  New  Berne  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 
Acting  Hear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Athmtic  Squadron. 
P.  S. — We  can  man  these  vessels  from  the  double-enders  when  it  is 
necessary  to  use  them. 

Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  instructions  regard- 
ing property  seized  from  shipyard  at  Edwards  Ferry. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Plymouth,  June  19, 1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  received  a  communication  from  Gilbert  Elliott  & 
Co.,  owners  of  the  shipyard  at  Edwards  Perry,  who  state  that  that 
yard  was  a  private  one,  and  that  the  ironclad  built  there  was  by  con- 
tract to  the  rebel  Government,  in  proof  of  which  they  enclosed  nie  their 
contract,  which  is  signed  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  Navy  Department  by 
John  L.  Porter,  Chief  Naval  Constructor  of  the  rebel  Navy.  It  follows 
from  this,  they  state,  that  the  property  taken  by  our  naval  forces  from 
that  yard,  viz,  a  steam  sawmill  and  some  lumber,  did  not  belong  to  the 
rebel  Navy,  and  therefore  are  not  liable  to  seizure. 

Will  yon  please  inform  me  what  course  to  pursue  in  this  and  similar 
cases. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
P.  S. — I  do  not  consider  this  claim  worth  anything;  in  fact,  I  think 
that  this  contrg,ct  would  render  all  the  property  of  this  firm  confiscable. 

W.  H.  M. 
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Report  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list 
of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

•s 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  19, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  th«  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  list  of  vessels  compos- 
ing the  North  Atlantic  Squadron  at  this  date. 

The  U.  S,  S.  Geres  is  at  Halifax,  N.  C,  and  will  be  sent  north  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Picket  launch  No.  1  has  been  lately  raised  by  Commander  W.  H. 
Macomb  and  will  be  sent  to  Norfolk  as  soon  as  sufficiently  repaired. 

The  Monticello  is  under  repairs  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard.    Her  piston 
rod  was  bent. 
The  Tahoma  is  waiting  to  be  docked. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eadpord,   . 

Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Off  Norfolk,  June  15,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

10 
4 
3 

Paddle  

Screw 

Schooner 

Hulk 

Lieut.  Com.  C.  L.  Franklin 

Actinji  Ensign  A.O.  Krnge 

Newport  News. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Bo. 

Acting  Asst.  Paymaster  G.  R. 
Wafeins. 

Acting  En»ign  John  Brown 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold 

Acting  Ensign  AY.  Ottiwell .'.... 

Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Gragg 

Acting  Ensign  H.  "Wheeler 

Acting  Ensign  H.F.Curtis 

Acting  Ensign  I.  Miller 

Lieut.  Com.  J. [ S.l  Thornton 

Lieut  Com  T  S  Phelps 

Screw 

Paddle 

Hulk 

Hampton  Roads. 

Repairing,  Norfolk 
navy  yard. 

Crane^  Island  coal 
station. 

Soujide  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

10 

Delta 

Screw 

do 

do 

1 

do 

Hampton  Roads. 

10 
10 
12 
6 

Paddle 

do 

do 

Screw 

Paddle 

Screw 

Schooner  

Paddle 

Screw 

Paddle 

Hulk 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Flagship. 

Repairing^  Norfolk 

na^  yard. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  [G.  W.l  Graves. 
Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  [H.  H.]  Gor- 

ringe. 
Acting  Master  H.  North 

Acting  Ensign  [J.H.]  Chapman. 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swaiu 

Lieut.  Com.  T.  C .  Harris 

Phlox  

Picket  launch : 

No.  5  

}   ^ 

No  1 

Sounds. 

Do. 
Do 

ii 

2 
4 

Repairing,   Norfolk 

navy  yard. 
Hampton  Roada. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Boxer  (Tristram 

Shandy). 
William  Badger 

5 

Screw 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 


Wm.  Radford, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral, 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  U.'S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
of  Commander  Macomb,  requesting  instructions  regarding  the  disposition 
of  the  seized  cotton  and  steamers  Ootton  Plant  and  Egypt  Mills. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  20, 1805. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion received  from  Oommander  W.  II.  Macomb,  and  respectfully  ask 
instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  captured  property. 
As  the  cotton  is  likely  to  deteriorate  by  exposure,  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  it  be  sold  at  once,  and  the  proceeds  of  sale  be  held 
by  the  Government  until  it  can  be  seen  what  claims,  if  any,  will  be 
made  upon  It,  or  until  it  is  iiroperly  adjudicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  EadfObd, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  6\ 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Pamlico  Sound,  June  12, 1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  sent  the  two  steamers.  Cotton  Plant  and  Egypt 
Mills,  which  were  captured  in  the  Eoanoke  River  in  May,  to  Norfolk  to 
rejjort  to  you.  On  the  latter  there  is  a  quantity  of  cotton,  also  captured 
in  the  Koanoke,  which  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  rebel  Gov- 
ernment, but  was  seized  and  carried  olf  from  the  navy  yard  at  Halifax 
by  citizens  residing  thereabouts  in  the  evacuation  of  that  place. 

The  steamers  were  once  private  property,  but  have  been  used  by  the 
rebels  as  transports  during  the  war.  Whether  they  were  purchased  or 
seized  by  the  rebels  from  their  owners  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  they 
were  certainly  rebel  Government  property.  I  have  sent  them  to  you 
in  order  that  some  disposition  may  be  made  of  them  and  the  cotton 
(especially  the  cotton)  before  they  become  valueless  from  exposure  and 
disuse. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  n.  Macomb, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Acting  liear- Admiral  Wm.  Eadford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford, 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  action  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  view 

of  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Navy  Department,  June  22, 1865. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  communicated  to  this  Department  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  the  Imperial  Governmentof  France  has  removed 
all  restrictions  heretofore  imposed  by  it  upon  naval  intercourse  with  the 
United  States,  and  has  withdrawn  from  the  insurgents  the  character 
of  belligerents. 

The  Government  of  Great  Britain  also  withdraws  her  concessions, 
heretofore  made,  of  a  belligerent  character  from  the  insurgents,  but  the 
N  w  E — VOL  12 11 
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withdrawal  of  the  t\yeuty-four  hours  rule  has  not  been  made  absolute; 
reciprocal  measures  will  be  extended  to  the  vessels  of"that  country. 

The  blockade  of  the  ports  and  coast  of  thS  United  States  will  soon 
cease,  and  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  belligerent  right  of  search 
will  also  cease. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron,  Old  Point,  Va. 


Beporf  of  Commander  Howell.  D.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  request  from  Briga- 
dier- General  Miles,  U.  S.  A  rmy,  for  a  guard  vessel  off  Norfolk. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va,  June  22,  ISdo. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  Acting  Rear-Adniiral  W.  Radford,  I  have  the 
lionor  to  state  that  yesterday  a  letter  was  received  from  Brevet  liriga- 
dier-General  N.  A.  Miles,  commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe,  requesting 
that  a  guard  vessel  might  be  stationed  "at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor 
for  the  puri^ose  of  requiring  all  vessels  arriving  after  this  date  from 
Southern  ports  to  await  an  examination  by  a  health  officer."  The 
U.  S.  &.  Boxer*  was  detailed  for  this  duty  temporarily,  and  I  would 
very  res])ectfully  suggest  that  one  of  the  bomb  schooners,  provided 
with  good  boats,  would  answer  all  the  requirements  of  a  guard  vessel 
and  be  of  very  little  expense  to  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Howell, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  />.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding 
orders  issued  forbidding  further  seizures  of  property  by  naval  officers. 

Navy  Department,  June  23, 18f>5. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  and  its  enclosure,  and  to  inform  you  that  instructions 
have  been  given  to  arrest  further  naval  expeditions  or  seizures  of  prop- 
erty by  naval  officers  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

'  Formerly  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Hhavdy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Aotinfj  Bear-Admiral  Radford, 
U.  S  Navy,  for  immediate  cessation  of  seizures  of  property  in  the  sounds 
of  North  Carolina. 

Navy  Depautment,  .June  2S,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  bas  received  the  report  of  Oommaudcr 
Macomb,  dated  tlie  19tb  instant,  forwarded  by  you  to  it,  auiiouuciii}^- 
the  termination  of  the  expedition  up  Roanoke  River  and  the  capture  of 
a  larf>e  amount  of  ex-rebel  proi)erty.  It  received  at  the  same  time 
a  communication  from  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one 
from  Colonel  Fraukle,  bearing'  endorsements  of  (Jenerals  Schofield 
and  Grant,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  arresting  the  further  seizure 
of  private  projjerty  by  naval  commanders  on  the  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  order  of  General  Schofield  announcing  the  cessation  of  hos 
tilities  in  North  Carolina,  proclaiming  i)eace,  and  assuring  the  citizens 
that  there  would  be  no  further  molestation  of  their  proi)erty,  was 
received  about  the  middle  of  May,  yet  it  would  seem  that  seizures  of 
proi)erty  continue  to  be  made. 

The  Department  does  not  understand  what  Commander  Macomb 
means  by  ex-rebel  property.  Tlie  insti'uctions  of  the  Department  sent 
to  you  on  the  31st  of  May  authorized  the  seizure  of  all  ])roperty  whi(;li 
belonged  to  the  rebel  naval  service  ;  nnt  the  pro|>erty  of  private  indi- 
viduals. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  the  Navy  to  make  further  exciursioiis  or  ex- 
j)editions.     Such  uune<'.essary  and  improper  seizures  as  those  indicated 
must  cease,  and  you  will  give  inimediate  instructions  accordingly. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  \Villiam  Radford, 

Commundiny  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Boads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Radford, 
U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  abandonment  of  the  naral  station  in  the  sounds  of 
North  Carolina. 

Navy  Department,  June  24, 1865. 
Sir:  The  sounds  of  North  Carolina  as  a  naval  station  Is  to  be  aban- 
doned. Withdraw  all  naval  vessels  and  all  naval  proi)erty  from  those 
waters  without  unnecessary  delay.  Kee[)  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  a  steamer 
which  can  cross  the  bulkhead  and  proceed  to  New  Rerne,  or  elsewhere 
in  the  sounds  in  case  of  emergency. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  S<iuadron,  Hampton  Boads. 


Beport  of  Commander  Macomb,   U.  S.  Navy,  forwarditif/  inventory  of 
property  captured  from  the  navy  yards  on  the  Boanoke  Biver. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
District  Sounds,  Edenton  Bay,  June  i'-J,  1865. 
Admiral:  1  send  by  the  6Ves  the  inventory  of  captured  property 
from  the  navy  yards  ou  the  Roanoke  River. 
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There  is  a  steam  sawmill  at  New  Eerne  which  was  takeu  from  Edwards 
Ferry  (I  wrote  concerning  it  in  my  No.  30),  which  was  sent  down 
before  the  inventory  was  made  out,  and  therefore  was  not  included.  I 
have  ordered  it  appraised,  aad  shall  forward  the  report  as  soon  as 
received  from  New  Berne. 

The  Geres  takes  to  Norfolk  the  steamer  Halifax,  which  we  captured 
in  the  stocks  and  launched. 

In  this  connection  I  thiuk  it  my  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  work  performed  on  this  occasion  by  Carpenter  Mark 
W.  Paul,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  managed,  with  the  small  means  at  his  com- 
mand, to  launch  this  craft  without  any  injury,  though  on  account  of 
the  low  stat(iof  the  river  the  vessel  was  full  30  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  water  and  only  a  few  yards  distant  from  the  bank.  The  ways  he 
constructed  are  200  feet  loTig  iind  very  steep. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Macomh, 
Commander ^  (JommarKliuy. 
Acting  liear- Admiral  Wm.  Radfoed, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  SijtMdron. 

P.  S. — On  board  the  captured  stenmeT  JEgypt  Mills  there  is  a  quantity 
of  cotton,  a  few  bags  of  seaialand  and  99  bales,  formerly  the  property 
of  the  rebel  Government  (wliether  naval  authorities  or  not,  I  do  not 
know),  which  should  be  included  in  the  inventory,  but  she  had  been 
seut  down  the  river  before  the  inventory  had  been  made  out. 

W.  H.  M. 


Report  of  Commander  HoweJl,  U.  H.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee  for  I'hiladelphia. 

Flagship  Malveen, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  June  27,  1865. 
SiE:  In  the  absence  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  1  have  the 
honor  to  re])ort  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee  sailed  ibr  Philadelphia  in  tow 
of  tlie  U.  S.  S.  Yantic,  on  the  afternoon  of  June  26  'nstant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  HOAVELL, 

Commander,  Fleet  Captain,  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell,  U.  8.  Navy,  giving  inventory  of  property 
captured  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

Flagshii'  Malveen, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  June  27, 1665. 

Sie:  In  the  absence  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  William  Radford,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  inventory  of  property  captured 
in  the  Roanoke  River,  by  direction  of  Uommander  W.  H.  Macomb. 
Some  bags  of  sea-island  and  99  bales  of  other  cotton  are  to  be  added  to 
the  list.  I  also  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commander  Macomb, 
referring  to  the  captures. 

There  is  now  at  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  the  following-named  cap- 
tuied  proi)erty : 

Steamer  Cotton  Plant,  stern  wlieel;  Steamer  Fisher,  screw  propeller; 
steamer  Egypt  Mills,  screw  propeller;  one  lighter,  containing  iron  plat- 
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ing;  Halifax,  un^nished  gunboat;  one  0-inch  rifle  gun;  99  bales  and 
some  bags  cotton. 

The  steamer  Dolly  and  one  lighter,  containing  iron  plating,  were  sunk 
in  the  canal. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  C.  Howell, 
Commander.,  iSenior  Officer  Present. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7).  6'. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford^ 
U.  S,  Navy,  to  send  captured  property  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication.  ■ 

Navy  Department,  June  27^  I86r>, 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant  (No.  08)  and  enclosure  have  been 
received.     You  will  have  the  captured  pro])erty  sent  to  Philadelphia 
and  delivered  to  the  prize  commissioners  with  a  report  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  seizure. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Kear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Goramanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  July  1,  1865, 


Xame. 


Giin».j  Claas. 


Agawam  .. 
Anemone .. 

Arietta 

Albemarle . 


Alpha  . .. 
Chicopee. 


Paatlle.... 

Screw 

Sciiooner  . 
Hulk 


Charles  Phelpa  . 
Delta 


Olanco.- 
( i  amma . 


Harcourt  . 
los<:u 


Lcnapee  

Mnlveru  . ..- 

Phlox 

I  'icket  launcL.  No.  5 . , 


Ken.shaw  . 


Shamrock  . 
Siin'raiuou  : 


William  liadger  . 
Vautic 


lioxer 

Tahoma  , 


Screw  . 
I  Paddle 


Hulk  . 


Screw . 


.do  . 

-do. 


do. 

Paddle. 


Commanding  officer.  PreKeut  duty  or  Htation, 


Lieut.  Cora.  C.  L.  Franklin 

Acting  Enaiiiu  A.  O.  Kiuge 

Lieut.  Com.  W.  C.  West , 

Acting  Asatantl*aynia.ster  G,  K. 
Watkin."^. 

Acting  Eiiaigii  .Tno.  lirown 

Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold 

Acting  Knsigu  W.  OttiwoU 


Acting  ICnsign  W.  F.  Gragg. 

Acting  KnaigD  11.  Wheeler... 
Acting  Ensign  IL  F.  Curtis  . 


Acting  Ensign  I.  Miller , 

Jjieut.  Com..).  [S.]  Thornton 


do I  Lieut.  Com.  T.  S.  Phelpa . 


do 

do 

Screw 


Schooner.. 


Paddle. 
Screw  ., 


Hulk  .. 

Screw  . 


Paddle. 

Screw  . 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.W.(xraveB... 

Acting  ManterH.  Nortli 

Acting  Enaigu  [J.  H.]  Chaitman. 


Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald  . 


Commander  W.  H.  ilacomb. 
Lieut.  Com.  R,  Chandler 


Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swaiu. 
Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  HaiTis  . . . 


Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  M.  Green- 
Lieut,  Com.  W,  P.  McCanu  .. 


Hampton  Koad.s. 

Beaufort,  N.C. 
Do. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

H;uupton  Koads. 

liepairing,  navy  vard, 
Norfolk. 

Crauey  Island  coal 
station. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Hampton  Uoads. 

Sounds,  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Hampton  Koada. 

Sounds,  Nortli  Caro- 
lina. 

Cape  Fear  Kiver. 

Flagfthip. 

Ham]Jtou  Koada. 

IJavy  yard,  Norfolk  ; 
ordered  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Sounds,   North    Caro- 
lina. 
Do. 

Repairing,  navy  yard, 
Norfolk. 

Beaufort,  N.C. 

Hampton  Roads(Phila- 
delpljiaat  present). 

Hamitton  Roads. 

Off  Newport  News. 


Very  respectfully, 


J.  0.  Howell, 
(Jommandcr  and  Senior  Officer. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rrar-Admiral  Radford,  U.  8.  Iifavy,  regarding  prepara- 
tions for  departure  to  Port  liQyal,  S.  G. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  July  4,  1865. 
Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  tlie  Department  that  tlie  dock  will 
be  ready  for  this  ship  tomorrow,  when  she  will  be  pnt  in  it.  The 
necessary  work  will  require  about  three  days.  As  soon  after  coming 
out  as  possible,  I  shall  proceed  to  Port  Uoyal,  touching  at  the  different 
stations  on  the  route. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Atlantic  /Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  • 

Secretary  Wavy. 


Stittemeut  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Wavy,  regarding  the  seizures  made 

in  the  Roanolce  ttiver. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Dist.  of  the  Sounds  of  W.  C,  Croatan  Sound,  July  8,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Depart- 
ment to  Acting  Uear- Admiral  tiadford  in  regard  to  seizures  of  i)roperty 
made  by  the  vessels  of  tiiis  district  on  the  Eoanoke  River.  Tlie  prop- 
erty referred  to  in  my  report  of  the  IKth  June  as  "ex-rebel  property," 
was  entirely  such  as  had  belonged  to  tiie  rebel  Navy  Department,  "  or 
had  been  under  its  control,"  which  I  liad  been  directed  by  Admiral  Rad- 
ford, under  date  of  the  I'd  of  June,  to  take  possession  of  and  forward  an 
inventory  of  the  same  to  the  Department.  (In  tiiis  letter  the  admiral 
quotes  an  extract  from  a  communication  from  the  Department,  and 
directs  me  to  "conform  to  the  above  order  as  soon  as  possible.")  Two 
of  the  vessels  seized — the  Cotton  Riant  and  Egypt  Mills — had  been 
private  property,  but  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  rebels  during  the 
rebellion  and  used  by  them  up  to  the  time  when  the  rebel  forces  were 
withdrawn  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Roanoke  River,  in  April  last.  The 
other  vessels  were  all  built  by  tlie  rebel  authorities,  except  the  ])icket 
boat  No.  1  (Oushing's),  which  was  captured  by  them.  The  cotton  which 
was  taken  had  belonged  to  the  rebel  authorities,  but  on  their  evacua- 
tion was  seized  by  citizens,  who  carried  it  away  from  the  place  where 
it  was  stored  by  the  rebels  in  the  rebel  navy  yard  at  Halifax,  N.  C.  1 
was  only  able  to  recover  a  small  portion  of  it. 

The  property  seized  at  Edwards  Ferry  (a  steam  sawmill  and  some 
lumber)  belonged  to  the  company  (Elliot,  Smith  &  Co.)  that  had  the 
contract  for  building  the  ironclad  ram  for  the  rebel  Navy.  (The  ram 
was  burned  on  the  ways  by  the  rebels  before  evacuating.)  Elliot  also 
built  the  ram  Neuse,  on  the  Neuse  River. 

If  Colonel  Frankle  states  in  his  report  (a  copy  of  which  is  mentioned 
as  having  been  referred  to  the  Navy  Department)  that  any  of  this  jirop- 
erty  was  private  and  had  not  been  "  under  the  control  of  the  rebel  Gov- 
ernment," he  makes  a  misrepresentation. 

In  regard  to  General  Schotield's  order,  although  that  order  was  issued 
about  the  middle  of  May  and  conse(|ueiitly  after  my  seizures  had  been 
made,  and  although  those  seizures  were  in  no  respect  contrary  to  the 
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proclamation  contained  therein,  I  wonld  respectfully  state  that  I  never 
received  a  copy  and  knew  nothing  about  said  order  until  1  saw  it  in  the 
papers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  FT.  Macomb, 


lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  N'avy. 


Commander,  Commanding. 


Eeport  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Radford,  V.  «Sf.  N'avi/,  regarding  orders 

issued. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
INorfoUc]  Navy  Yard,  Oosport,  Va.,  July  8,  1865. 
Siu:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  ordered 
Commander  Arnold,  commanding  Chicopee,  to  proceed  with  his  vessel, 
as  soon  as  ready,  to  the  sounds  of  North  Oaroliua,  and  report  to  Com- 
mander Macomb  as  a  relief  to  the  Iosco.  The  latter  vessel  I  have 
directed  Commander  Macomb  to  send  to  Boston  as  soon  as  she  is 
relieved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Eadfoed, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  I'urker,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  prize 

tug  Seaboard. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  July  10, 18(i5. 
Admiral  :  I  have  to  report  that  I  learned  at  llichinond  that  the  tug 
Seaboard,  captured  as  a  prize  by  the  naval  forces  of  the  James  Uiver 
Division  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  of  which  you  were  tlien  com- 
modore commandinj;,  on  the  4th  April,  1805,  and  afterwards  sunk,  had 
been  raised  by  the  U.  S.  quartermaster  at  Richmond  and  sent  to  thi$ 
place  for  repairs.  Acting  upon  your  verbal  instructions,  1  have  this 
day  made  a  written  den)and  upon  Brevet  Colonel  A.  P.  Blunt,  assistant 
quartermaster  (copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  "A")  for  her.  Brevet  Colonel 
Blunt  informs  me  that  he  will  have  to  refer  the  matter  to  Quartermaster- 
General  M.  C.  Meigs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wm.  Eadford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Eiicio.siin-.] 

Norfolk,  Va.,  July  10, 18(15. 
Sir:  Acting  under  orders  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  William  Rad- 
ford, commanding  Atlantic  Squadron,  I  have  to  recjuest  that  you  will 
deliver  to  me  the  tug  Seaboard,  now  in  your  possession. 
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This  tug  was  captured  as  prize  on  the  James  Eiver  below  Richmond, 
Va.,  on  the  4th  April,  18{i5,  by  the  United  States  naval  forces,  then  under 
command  of  Kear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.        ^ 

In  bringing  her  through  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's  Bluff  she  struck 
thereon  and  was  bilged.  The  officer  having  her  in  charge  ran  her  upon 
the  bank  just  below  the  obstructions  to  ])revent  her  sinking  in  deep 
water.  Arrangements  were  being  made  for  raising  her  by  the  Navy 
when  the  quartermaster  at  Kichmond  took  possession  of  her  and  raised 
her.  She  has  since  been  brought  to  Norfolk  for  repairs.  I  understand 
that  you  are  about  to  send  the  Seaboard  to  Baltimore  for  repairs,  and  I 
have  to  ask  that  you  delay  doing  so  until  the  request  first  above  made 
shall  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  proper  authority. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Brevet-Colonel  A.  P.  Blunt, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  etc. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dis- 
position of  vessels  late  of  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Atlantic  Squadron, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Norfolk,  Va.,  July  13, 1865. 

Sir:  For  the  information  of  the  Department  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  th'at  1  have  ordered  the  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock  to  New  York,  U.  S.  S. 
Tosco  to  Boston,  U.  S.  S.  Boxer  to  Boston,  U.  S.  S.  Lenapee  to  Boston, 
U.  S.  S.  Tahoma  to  Philadelphia,  U.  S.  S.  Phlox  to  Baltimore,  U.  S.  tug 
Olance  to  Philadeli^hia,  U.  S.  tug  Alpha  to  Baltimore. 

The  tugs  Oamma  and  JJelta  have  been  ordered  to  the  sounds  of  North 
Carolina  to  assist  in  bringing  north  the  public  property  there;  the  Boxer 
is  at  ])reseut  in  the  sounds  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  vessels  within  the  limits  of  the  late  North  Atlantic  Squadron 
will  be  the  Sangamon,  ironclad,  Lieutenant-Commander  li.  Chandler ; 
Ghicopee,  third  rate,  Commajider  IT.  N.  T.  Arnold  ;  Agawam,  third  rate, 
Lieutenant-ComnianderC.  L.Franklin  (in  temporary  command);  Tantic, 
fourth  rate,  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris;  Harcourt,  tug,  Act- 
ing Ensign  I.  Miller. 

The  Agaivam  will  be  stationed  at  Hampton  Roads  as  senior  oflBcer's 
vessel,  Lientenant-Commander  0.  L.  Franklin. 

The  Yantic  at  Hampton  Roads,  as  dispatch  vessel. 

The  Chicopee  at  Cape  Fear  River,  to  relieve  the  Lenapee. 

The  Harcourt,  tug,  at  Hampton  Roads. 

The  Sangamon  is  at  the  yard  ready  for  service.    On  the  return  of  her 
commander  from  leave  granted  by  the  Department,  I  shall,  unless  other- 
wise directed,  order  her  to  City  Point  for  the  benefit  of  fresh  water. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Honorable  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 
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List  of  vessels  composing  division  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  July 


15,  1865. 


Ajrawam  .. 
Anemone  .. 

Arietta 

Albemarle  . 

Alplia 


Boxer  

Cbicopee 

Charles  Pbelps  . 


Delta.. 
Glance 


Gamma... 
Harcourt . 


losuo  

Leuapee  . 
Malvt^rn . 
Pblox.... 


Kenabaw  . . 
Shamrock  . 
Sangamon  . 


Tahoma 

William  Badger  . 
Tan  tic 


Guns  ■ 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Paddle Lieut.  Com.  C.  L.  Franklin 

Screw Actin^f  Ensiffn  A.  0.  Krnge 

Schooner Lieut.  Cora.  W.  C.  West 

Hulk Acting    Assistant    Paymaster 

G.  [K.Ji  Watkins. 
Screw Acting  Ensign  John  Brown 

i 

Paddle I  Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.M.  Green 

do j  Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold 

I 
Hulk Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell 


Screw  . 
...do  . 


-do. 
.do  . 


Paddle. 

do  . 

do. 

do  . 


Schooner  . 
Paddle.... 
Screw 


....do. 
Hulk  . . 
Screw  . 


Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Gragg  . 
Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler  . . 


Acting  Ensign  I.  Miller. . 


Lieut.  Com.  J.[S.]Thornton 

Lieut.  Com.  T.S.Phelps 

Act.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Graves  . 
Acting  Master  H.  ]?Jorth 


Gunner  E.  A.  Mo  Donald 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb. 
Lieut.  Com.  R.  Chandler 


Lieut.  Com.  W.  P.  McCann. 
Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain. 
Lieut.  Com.  T.  C.  Harris  . . . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Richmond,  Va. 

To  go  north,  Beaufort. 

Beaufort,  to  go  north. 

Sounds. 

Hampton  Roads,  to  go 
north . 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 

Yard,  to  go  to  Beau- 
fort. 

Coal  vessel,    Craney 
Island. 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 

Hampton  Roads,  to  go 
north. 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 

Convoying     launch 
No.  5. 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Flagship. 

Hampton  Roads,  to  go 
north. 

Sounds,  to  go  north. 
Do. 

Yard,  to  go  up  James 
River. 

Ordered  north. 

Beaufort. 

Dispatch  vessel,  Hamp- 
ton Koails. 


Yery  respectfully,  etc., 


Wm.  Radford, 
Acting  Rear-AdmiraL 


(Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  July  is,  1865, 
Under  the  President's  proclamation  this  Department  is  authorized 
to  take  possession  of  all  property  that  belonged  to  the  rebel  Navy 
Department.  There  is  a  lot  of  timberat  Eichmond,  coming  under  this 
class  of  property,  which  the  naval  authorities  were  directed  to  remove. 
The  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  declined  to  allow  its  removal,  but 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  instruct  him  not  to  interfere  with 
you.  Please  detail  a  guard  to  protect  the  timber  until  the  naval 
authorities  can  remove  it. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Seereiary  of  Navy, 
General  A.  H.  Terry, 

Richmond^  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Departiment, 

Washington,  July  18,  1865. 
Take  possession  of  the  timber  at  Richmond  that  belonged  to  the  rebel 
Navy  Department,  as  previously  ordered,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
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proclamation  of  the  President.  The  Treasury  Department  will  instruct 
the  special  agent  not  to  interfere  with  the  matter  and  I  have  requested 
General  Terry  to  detail  a  guard  to  protect  *he  timber  until  it  can  be 
removed  by  the  Navy. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  William  Radford, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Squadron,  Norfolk,  V((. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  depar- 
ture for  Port  Royal,  S.  €. 

Flagship  Malvekn, 
Hampton  Roads,  July  1'.),  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  will  sail  this 
day  for  Milton  Head,  S.  0.,  touiihiiig  at  the  ditt'erent  ports  <m  my  way 
south. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 


[Tcleirmni.] 

Navy  Department,  July  2U,  I8i:5. 
■  The  President's  proclamation  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
take  possession  of  all  property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department, 
within  certain  geographical  limits,  in  which  Richmond  is  included. 
You  are  authorized  and  directed  to  take  possession  in  the  name  of  the 
Secretary  of  tije  Navy  of  all  property  at  Richmond  which  belonged  to 
the  rebel  Navy  Department  and  to  call  on  General  Terry  for  a  guard 
to  protect  it.  If  anyone  liolding  such  property  refuses  to  give  it  up, 
report  fact  by  telegraph,  stating  the  person  and  kind  of  pioperty. 

The  Treasury  agent  will  not  withhold  naval  property  on  your  demand 
for  it,  under  the  President's  proclamation  and  the  orders  of  this 
Department. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  R.  T.  Renshaav, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Richmond,  Va,. 

Furnish  one  copy  of  tlie  above  telegram  to  Major-General  Terry. 

G.  W[ellks|, 

Secretary. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  TT.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  steam  transport  Quinneba.ug, 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  July  2H,  JS(l'>. 
Sir:  I  iiave  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  to  the  Department  the 
report  of  LicntenantOommander  VV.  0.  West,  in  the  case  of  the  loss 
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of  the  IT.  S.  steam  transport  Quinnebaug,  in  crossing  the  bar  at  this 
place  on  tlie  niorning  of  the  20th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

Wm.  Radfoed, 
Actinff  Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 

fEiiolnsiirr.] 

Naval  Station,  Beaufort,  N.  C,  July  23,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  transport  steamer  Quinne- 
baug, loaded  with  troops,  left  this  port  July  20, 1865,  at  7 :  .iO  a.  m.  At 
about  8:45  a.  m.  she  struck  on  the  reef  off  8hackleford  Banks  and  set 
her  colors  half-mast,  union  down.  The  U.  S.  S.  Gorwin,  Coast  Survey, 
which  was  coaling  at  the  wharf  at  the  time,  was  ordered  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  the  steamer's  assistance. 

The  following  oificers  of  the  station  volunteered  their  services  and 
went  out  in  charge  of  launches  which  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Gorwin 
and  the  army  tug  Ooliah,  viz..  Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J.  P.  Foote, 
Gunner  Stephen  Young,  Acting  Ensign  Samuel  G.  Swain,  of  naval 
station ;  Acting  Ensign  A.  O.  Kruge,  and  Mate  G.  W,  Briggs,  of  IT.  S.  S. 
Anemone,  these  officers  taking  with  them  men  from  the  station.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  these  officers  and  men  for  their  prompt  and  valuable 
services  rendered  in  saving  the  lives  of  those  on  board  the  Quinnebaug. 
Acting  Engign  J.  Chadwick,  who  deserves  much  credit  for  his  services 
rendered  while  on  board  the  ship  Benjamin  Adams,  at  anchor  outside, 
for  the  promptness  which  he  manifested  to  have  boats  sent  from  said 
ship  to  render  assistance,  from  which  ship  Mr.  Charles  Freckrall,  sec- 
ond officer,  rendered  invaluable  service  in  saving  life  at  the  time  the 
steamer  struck.  I  would  also  present  to  your  notice  Acting  Master 
It.  Piatt,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Goriein,  Coast  Survey,  and  his  officers 
and  crew,  whose  prompt  and  valuable  assistance  to  the  saving  of  many 
lives  is  worthy  of  si)ecial  notice. 

Captain  T.  |C.]  Dunn,  late  in  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 
deserves  much  praise  for  his  valuable  services  in  doing  all  in  his  power 
toward  saving  life. 

Captain  J.  Cox,  harbor  master  at  Morehead  [City],  Captain  Henry 
Melvern,  of  army  tug  Goliah,  and  Mr.  J.  Green,  TJ.  S.  Army,  clerk  to 
the  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  did  efficient  service,  and  deserve  much 
praise  for  their  services  rendered,  thereby  assisting  in  saving  the  lives 
of  those  on  board. 

To  the  energy  and  unceasing  efforts  of  these  officers  and  men  the 
preservation  of  the  lives  of  those  men  is  due.  Some  twenty-five  lives 
were  lost  in  the  panic  at  the  time  of  the  steamer  first  striking. 

I  enclose  a  report  from  signal  officer,  Mate  L.  T.  Lee,  of  the  above 
disaster. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  West, 
Gommanding  Naval  Station. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wm.  Radford, 

Gommanding  Atlantie  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Wavy,  of  arrival  at  Port 

Royal,  S.  G. 

Flagship  Maxvbrn, 
Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  July  25,  18(15. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  here 
to-day  in  the  Malvern  from  Beaufort,  N.  G. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Kadford, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Oommanding  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  G. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  27,  ]865. 
Have  you  carried  out  the  Department's  instructions  of  the  20th 
instant  to  take  possession  of  all  rebel  projterty  belonging  to  rebel  Navy 
Department?    The  Department  has  received  no  answer  to  its  telegram, 
nor  has  it  been  advised  of  your  action. 

(i.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Oomuiander  R.  T.  Renshaw,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Richmond,  Vd. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  July  28, 1865. 
Your  instructions  to  take  possession  of  timber  belonging  to  rebel 
Navy  have  been  carried  out,  and  will  soon  be  ready  to  send  to  Norfolk 
navy  yard.     1  have  received  no  other  instruction  or  telegram  from  the 
Department. 

R.  T.  Renshaw, 

Gomma7ider. 
Hon.  (tIdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
of  Lieutenant- Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  relative  to  affairs  in 
Gape  Fear  River. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  August  S,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  which 
I  have  this  day  received  from  Lieutenant  Commander  T.  S.  Phelps, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lenapee,  senior  officer,  (Jape.  Fear  River,  N.  0. 

The  rebel  torpedo  boat,  referred  to  in  the  report,  will  be  sent  north 
in  the  Hetzel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

A  cting  Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  G. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Lenapee, 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  July  31,  18(i5. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  ackDOwledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  dated 
L'Oth  iustant,  and  will  respectfully  state  that,  as  there  is  much  here 
requiriug-  my  personal  supervision,  I  have  directed  the  Donegal  to  return 
to  Port  Koyal. 

The  presence  of  an  armed  vessel  in  tlie  Cape  Fear  River  is  necessary 
in  consequence  of  the  bitter  feeling  between  the  white  and  black  popu 
lation,  which  may  at  any  time  rise  into  an  actual  outbreak,  but  is  at 
present  kept  subdued  by  the  knowledge  that  the  means  to  quell  it  are 
within  reach.  The  crew  of  the  Lenapee  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  accli- 
mated, and  thus  by  retaining  her  the  hazard  of  bringing  a  new  crew 
into  the  river  at  this  season  will  be  avoided. 

The  preliminary  party  for  raising  wrecks,  etc.,  in  this  river  arrived 
and  reported  a  few  days  since. 

1  have  in  my  charge,  at  this  place,  about  2(((>  tons  (estimated)  of  iron 
plating,  ])rize  of  war,  which  1  am  anxious  to  ship  to  Norfolk,  but  have 
been  unable  to  charter  a  vessel  for  that  purpose. 

The  Release  will  be  dispatched,  according  to  your  order,  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

I  shall  send  by  her  north  a  quantity  of  rod  iron  and  iron  shafting, 
prize  of  war. 

The  rebel  torpedo  boat  raised  by  my  orders  is  at  present  used  by 
the  surveying  party,  and  will  be  sent  north  on  the  Hetzel  unless  you 
otherwise  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Acting  Kear- Admiral  William;  Eadpord,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandirig  Atlantic  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Abstract  log  the  JJ.  S.  <S'.  Malvern,  February  5  to  April  14,  1865. 

February  5. — At  9 :  30  a.  m.  called  all  hands  to  muster.  The  artillery 
shelling  the  rebel  intreiichments.  At  2:10  p.m.  a  rebel  steamer  in 
sight  crossing  the  river  opposite  the  light-house,  supposed  to  be  a  ram. 
At  2:30  the  army  transport  steamer  8.  R.  Spaulding  arrived  from  sea. 
At  3: 30  the  rebel  steamer  recrossed  the  river  and  came  to  again  oft'  the 
light-house.    At  5  the  rebel  steamer  proceeded  up  toward  Wilmington. 

February  0. — From  8  to  meridian  the  gunboats  oft'  Flag  Pond  Hill 
engaged  in  shelling  the  woods. 

February  8.— At  4 :  10  p.  m.  received  on  board  eight  prisoners  captured 
by  Lieutenant  Gushing  with  their  muskets,  etc.  Major-General  Scho- 
lield  and  Brigadier-General  Comstock  and  staff  came  on  board  this 
ship;  left  at  9: 30. 

February  9. — From  8  to  meridian :  Lieutenant  Gushing  went  in  at 
Fort  Anderson  under  a  flag  of  truce ;  returned  at  12  meridian.  At  1 
p.  m.  sent  the  nine  rebel  prisoners  captured  by  Lieutenant  Gushing  on 
shore  to  Major-General  Terry. 

February  10.— At  11 :  15  a.  m.  the  Maclcinaw  and  Lenapee  engaged  in 
shelling  the  enemy's  works.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  Shaumnt 
tiring  into  the  rebel  intrenchments.  At  1 :  30  ceased  Wring  and  anchored. 
At  5: 40  the  Huron  commenced  shelling  the  left  bank  to  the  southwaid 
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of  Fort  Anderson.  At  6 :  10  the  Euron  ceased  iiring.  At  9 :  30  Acting 
Master's  Mate  Horton  with  a  boat's  crew  of  13  men  left  the  shij)  with 
three  otlier  boats  on  an  expedition  up  the  river. 

February  11. — At  4: 10  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Cushing  returned  on  board 
from  a  reconnaissance  up  the  river.  At  (i :  30  the  third  cutter  returned, 
as  also  the  other  boats  from  the  iSeneca  from  up  Oape  Fear  Kiver.  At 
8:30  heard  artillery  tiring  on  tlie  eastern  shore;  slielling  the  woods. 
At  10  the  Montaulc  moved  up  the  river  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Ander- 
son. From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  Montaulc  and  Mackinaw  proceeded 
up  the  river  and  engaged  Fort  Anderson.  At  2:30  the  Mackinaic 
returned  to  her  anchorage;  the  fort  returned  the  fire.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. 
the  Montaulc  shelling  Fort  Anderson.  At  7 :  20  she  weighed  anchor  and 
stood  down  the  river.  At  7:40  the  expedition  headed  by  Captain 
Gushing  left  the  ship.  At  9 :  30  Fort  Anderson  opened  tire  on  the  boats. 
At  10  the  expedition  returned  to  the  ship. 

February  13. — At  ():30  p.  m.  the  dummy  monitor  made  fast  astern  of 
us.  At  9:30  the  dummy  monitor  was  towed  down  the  river  and 
anchored,  the  weather  being  unfavorable  for  the  scheino.  Large  fire  in 
the  woods  on  west  bank  of  the  river.  Wind  at  noon,  N.,  force  2, 
weatlier  fair,  air  37°. 

February  15. — At  11  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Ousliing  left  the  ship  with  15 
armed  men  and  the  dummy  monitor. 

February  16. — At  1  n.  m.  Lieutenant  Gushing  returned  with  dummy 
monitor  and  anchored  her.  At  G :  30  a.  m.  several  shots  were  tired  from 
Fort  Anderson.  At  10:30  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Gushing  and  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mates  Horton  and  Eagan,  with  second  and  third  cutters  and  the 
Monticello's  barge,  left  the  ship  on  an  expedition  up  the  river. 

February  17. — At  1 :  30  a.  m.  the  expedition  i-eturned  to  the  ship.  At 
3  p.  m.  the  Lenapee,  Faictuxet,  Maratanza,  and  Moiitaiik  got  underway 
and  stood  up  toward  Fort  Anderson,  each  vessel  engaging  the  fort, 
which  returned  our  tire  slowly.  From  4  to  0  p.  m.:  During  the  watch, 
vessels  engaged  in  shelling  the  fort,  the  fort  replying  slowly.  At  G  the 
vessels  ceased  tiring.  At  11 :  30  p.  m.  the  dummy  monitor  was  started 
up  river  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing. 

February  18. — At  1 :  45  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Gushing  returned  on  board. 
At  2  a.  m.  tlie  boats  returned,  after  having  anchored  the  dummy  monitor. 
At  8:40  a.  m.  the  Mackinaw  and  monitor  Montauk  took  their  positions 
and  opened  tire  on  F'ort  Anderson.  At  9: 15  the  fort  returned  the  tire 
slowly.  At  10  the  Osceola,  Pontoosuc,  Huron,  Sa^ssacufs,  and  Pawtuxet 
took  their  positions  and  opened  tire  on  the  fort.  At  11  got  underway 
and  stood  farther  up  the  river.  At  11:50  came  to  anchor.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  gunboats  still  engaging  Fort  Anderson.  At  1 
Admiral  Porter  went  up  the  river  in  j)icket  launch.  At  1 :  30  the  enemy 
replying  quite  briskly.  At  1:50  the  enemy  opened  tire  from  the  right 
bank  of  the  river.  At  2  the  Admiral  returned  on  board.  At  2  opened 
fire  with  our  20-pounder  howitzers  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river;  tired 
G  shots.  At  3  the  enemy  ceased  tiring.  At  3: 30  the  Heneca  advanced 
into  action.  From  4  to  G  j).  m.:  The  Montauk,  Sassacus,  Mackinaw, 
Nyack,  and  Seneca  still  engaging  the  fort,  the  fort  replying  slowly. 
From  G  to  8  p.  m.  gunboats  shelling  fort  occasionally.  At  9:30  p.  m. 
gunboats  ceased  tiring.  At  9 :  45  Lieutenant  Gushing  and  picket  launch 
is'o.  li  proceeded  up  the  river  on  an  expedition. 

February  19.— At  12 :  30  a.  m.  the  picket  boat  returned,  the  Montauk 
firing  at  intervals  often  to  twenty  minutes.  At  G :  52  a.  m.  the  Sassacus 
opened  fire;  at  7  a.  m.  received  signal  disi)atch  that  Fort  Anderson 
had  surrendered;  at  7  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  opposite  the 
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foit.  At  7 : 30  Admiriil  Porter  aud  Fleet  Captain  Breese  left  tlie  ship; 
returned  at  8:20;  from  8  to  meridiau  several  boats  draggiug  for  torpe- 
does. At  11  tbe  Hxiron  and  I'ontoosiic  passed  n\f  tbe  river  dragjfing' 
for  tori)edoes.  From  iperidiau  to  4  p.  in.  the  Unadilla  proceeded  up 
the  river;  received  on  board  3  prisoners.  At  1  the  Osceola,  Pawtuxet, 
and  MavMnww  proceeded  up  the  river;  at  1:30  got  underway  aTid  pro 
ceeded  up  the  river;  at  2  came  to  anchor;  boats  up  the  river  dragging 
for  torpedoes;  rebel  battery  oiiened  fire  on  them;  delivered  two  torpe- 
does to  the  Monticello.  At  7  \^.  m.  a  steamer  came  up  the  river  with 
troops  and  commenced  lauding  them  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  At 
7:30  third  cutter  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Wil- 
liam Hortou. 

February  20. — At  1 :  32  p.  m.  the  Admiral  left  the  ship.  Three  gun- 
boats passed  through  the  obstructions  and  opened  tire  on  both  banks 
of  the  river;  at  3:30  received  the  news  of  tlie  capture  of  Charleston, 
S.  C.  From  4  to  0  the  gunboats  engaged  in  shelling  both  banks  of  the 
river;  heard  heavy  volleys  of  musketry ;  from  6  to  8  p.  m.  the  fleet  still 
shelling  the  battery.  A  t  (5 :  20  Admiral  J'orter  came  down  the  river  aud 
went  on  board  the  trans] lort  steamer  &.  li.  iSpaulding;  at  C:30  ceased 
firing.     At  6:40  the  Admiral  returned  on  board. 

February  21. — At  8 :  50  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  up  to  the  fleet; 
at  9 :  15  anchored.  One  shot  was  tired  from  Fort  Strong  at  the  dummy 
monitor.  At  4  p.  m.  gunboats  opened  tire  on  Fort  Strong,  fort  replying 
occasionally.     At  0: 10  gunboats  ceased  tiriiic. 

February  22. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  several  boats  employed  transporting 
troops;  at  10:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  up  tbe  river;  at  11: 15 
came  to  anchor  oil"  Fort  Strong.  The  enemy  evacuated  all  the  works 
along  tlie  river.  At  11: 30  the  Adaiiial  left  the  ship;  boats  from  tlie 
fleet  engaged  dragging  for  tori)edoes  and  clearing  obstructions  from  the 
river.  At  12  meridian  all  the  vessels  tired  a  salute  of  thirty-five  guns. 
At  2 :  45  ]).  ra.  anchored  off  Wilmington  and  fired  a  salute  of  twenty-one 
guns.  At  5;  10  James  F.  Herschaft,  landsman,  one  of  the  crew  ol'  the 
iSouthJield,  who  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  made  his  escape  and 
reported  himself  on  board  this  ship. 

February  2S. — At  4:20  p.  m.  left  Wilmington.  At  6:30  came  to 
anchor  off  Fort  Fisher. 

March  3. — At  11  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea  (from  Beau- 
fort). 

March  5. — Anchored  off  the  navy-yard,  Gosport,  Va. 

March  17. — At  anchor  in  Ham]iton  Eoads. 

March  19. — At  10:20  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  James 
River.    At  C  p.  m.  passed  City  Point.     At  8: 40  came  to  anchor. 

March  20. — At  6:10  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  down  the 
river,  the  Bat  following  with  Admiral  Porter  on  board.  At  7 :  40  came 
to  anchor  off  City  Point.  At  5:45  yi.m.  Bear  Admiral  Porter  and 
Assistant  Secretary  Fox  came  on  board.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  Assistant 
Secretary  Fox  and' aids  left  the  ship  to  take  passage  on  the  Bat  for 
Fortress  Monroe. 

March  29. — Lying  at  anchor  off  City  Point.  From  8  to  meridian :  At 
9:20  a.  m.  the  Commodore  HuH  came  down  the  Appomattox  Kiver  and 
proceeded  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  At  10  a.  m.  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  aud 
President  A.  Lincoln  proceeded  up  the  Appomattox  River  in  the  barge 
in  tow  of  a  tug.  At  11 :  10  the  barge  came  down  the  Appomattox  and 
proceeded  to  Bermuda  Hundred.  At  11 :  35  the  President  and  Admiral 
returned  to  the  steamer  Biver  Queen.     At  1 :  30  p.  m.  the  Admiral  came 
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on  board.  At  3: 40  p.  m.  heavy  firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  Peters- 
burg. At  10: 10  heavy  firing  heard  to  the  south  side  of  Appomattox 
liiver.    At  12  midnight  tlie  tiring  going  on  heavily. 

April  1. — Heavy  firing  from  10  to  11  p.  m.  over  City  Point  in  a  south- 
westerly direction.  Firing  from  the  north  bauli  of  the  Appomattox 
River. 

Ajjri7  5.— At  12:30  a.  m.  Colonel  Bowers,  of  General  Grant's  staff; 
came  on  board  with  dispatches  for  Admiral  Porter;  an  army  tug  also 
came  alongside  with  dispatches  for  the  Admiral.  At  12 :30  heard  heavy 
and  rapid  firing  in  the  direction  of  Dutch  Gap,  apparently  from  our 
fieet.  At  1:30  the  firing  ceased  and  commenced  again  at  1:50  in  the 
direction  of  Appomattox  River.  At  2  all  firingceased.  At  4 :  10  heard 
heavy  and  rapid  artillery  tiring  along  our  lines,  apparently  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Petersburg.  At  4 :  45  heard  heavy  volleys  of  musketry 
and  artillery  in  the  direction  of  Dutch  Gap.  At  0:45  Admiral  Porter 
left  the  ship.  Heavy  tiring  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg.  At  2:30 
p.  m.  expedition  left  the  tieet  composed  of  all  men  able  to  bear  arms,  to 
go  on  shore.  From  8  to  midnight  four  gunboats  came  down  the  James 
River  and  anchored  off  Bermuda  Hundred ;  heavy  firing  in  the  directiou 
of  Petersburg. 

April  3. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Petersburg,  also  saw  a  large  fire  in  the  same  direction.  At  3 :  15 
a  heavy  explosion  took  place  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg.  At  4 :35  a 
heavy  explosion  in  W.  N.  W.  direction.  At  5:25  exijlosion  heard  in  a 
N.  W.  direction.  At  7:30  Captain  Adams  came  on  board  and  reported 
the  evacuation  of  Richmond.  At  9 :  30  heard  a  loud  explosion  in  N.  N.  W. 
direction.  At  9:40  received  the  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Richmond 
and  the  occupation  of  it  by  our  forces.  At  1:20  the  Columbia,  with 
rebel  ])risoners  on  board,  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  down  the  river. 

April  4. — At  1:30  a.  m.  the  Commodore  Morris  came  down  the  Appo- 
mattox River  with  a  number  of  pontoons  going  up  to  Dutch  Gap.  At 
9  the  steamer  liiver  Queen  proceeded  up  the  river  with  the  President 
on  board.  At  10  anchored,  waiting  for  the  President.  At  10:35  the 
liiver  (^Meew coming  up,  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  slowly.  At  noon 
passed  Aiken's  Landing.  At  1:40  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  Fort 
Darling.  At  4 :  35  arrived  off  the  Rocketts  and  anchored ;  tired  a  salute 
of  35  guns. 

Aprils. — At  10  the  jlfawwee  arrived.  Major-General  Weitzel  came 
onboard.  At  11:  30  President  Lincoln  and  suite  left  the  ship.  The 
(S'nssacws  arrived.  A  marine  guard  of  24  men  left  the  ship  as  guard  to 
the  President. 

April  6. — At  11  p.  m.  Colonel  Bowers  came  on  board  with  dispatches 
for  the  Admiral. 

April  7. — At  8 :  30  a.  m.  the  President  and  Admiral  Porter  left  the 
ship.    At  8: 50  the  President's  boat,  Kiver  Queen,  came  down  the  river. 

April  10. — Lying  at  anchor  off  Richmond,  Va.  At  5 :  40  a.  m.  all  the 
vessels  of  this  fleet  tired  a  salute  of  thirty-tive  guns  each,  in  honor  of 
tlie  capture  of  the  rebel  General  Robert  B.  Lee  and  his  entire  com- 
mand. At  7 :  15  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  theriver.  At  11 :  50 
arrived  off  City  Point  and  anchored. 

April  14. — At  9  a.  m.  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  left  this  ship  and  hoisted 
his  Hag  on  the  Tristram  Shandy  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  10 
(luarters  for  inspection,  Captain  W.  C.  Wise  turning  the  ship  over  to 
Lieutenant  Bache. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Ifavy,  to  Lii'uterumt  Bradford,  0.  S. 
Navy,  re(jardin<j  jncket  and  patrol  boats. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  ^,  181)5. 
Sir:  We  have  uot  eiioiigli  ollicers  to  establish  more  than  two  picket 

l)OStS. 

As  soon  as  the  ice  breaks  up  sufficiently  to  admit  of  it,  the  picket  and 
patrol  boats  will  i)eiforin  their  usual  service  on  the  river  and  the  shore 
pickets  will  be  discontinued. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
F lac/- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Ooindg.  Wm.  L.  Bradfobd,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Uonidg.  Naval  Shore  Batteries,  Headquarters  Battery  Semmes. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Mason,  C.  8. 
Army,  regarding  the  breaking  up  of  ice  near  Wilton  Bridge,  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  2, 1865. 
Captain:*!  have  just  received  your  note  of  this  morning  and  beg 
leave  to  state  that  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  comply,  as  far  as 
practicable,  with  your  request  in  regard  to  breaking  up  the  ice  near 
Wilton  Bridge.  I  therefore  send  the  Beaufort,  Lieutenant  (Jommaud- 
iug  J.  W.  Alexander,  with  instructions  to  afford  you  every  assistance 
iu  his  power,  and,  if  necessary,  to  remain  near  the  bridge  to  insure  its 
safety. 

~  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  Chas.  T.  Mason, 

(J.  8.  Engineer  Corps,  JJrewryli  Bluff. 

p.  s. — The  Roanoke,  the  only  other  iron  boat  in  tlie  squadron,  is  on 
the  ways  undergoing  repairs. 

■^  J.  K.  M., 

Flag-  Officer. 

Letter  from  Flag-0-fficer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Smith,  C.  S. 
Navy,  declining  to  spare  the  C.  8.  S.  Torpedo  from  Wilton  Bridge. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  4, 18(!5. 
Sir:  Tour  application  for  the  Torpedo  has  been  received,  audi  regret 
that  she  can  uot  be  spared  at  present,  as  she  is  now  the  only  boat  in 
connection  with  the  Beaufort  (that  is  crippled)  that  we  can  use  to  pro- 
tect the  Wilton  Bridge  from  ice  and  to  keep  open  our  communication 
with  the  city. 

N  w  R — VOL  1.; 12 
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So  soon  as  she  can  be  spared  from  this  indispensable  duty  you  can 
have  the  use  of  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sarvaut, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flafi- Officer  James  River  Sqnadron. 

Actiuff  Mast<>,r  T.  W.  Smith,  Provisional  Navy  O.  S., 

Ghaffi.n's  Bluff. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  JSTavy,  to  Lieutenant  Bradford,  0.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  naval  batteries,  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squaaron,  February  4, 1865. 
Siu:  On  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant  our  patrol  gunboat  was  fired 
upon  by  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  near  the  Graveyard. 

Tlie  ice  has  prevented  the  usual  patrolling  of  the  river,  but  it  will 
probably  be  resumed  to-night,  and  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  the 
enemy  should  extend  his  picket  firing  on  our  boats  below  the  Grave- 
yard and  opposite  Semmes. 

If  he  should,  1  would  be  glad  if  you  will  give  to  our  boats  every  sup- 
port in  your  power. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Gomdg.  Wm.  L.  Bradford,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Commanding  Naval  Batteries,  James  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bunnington,  C.  8.  Navy,  commanding  C.  8.  8.  Vir- 
ginia, giving  memorandum  of  work  required  upon  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
James  River  8quadron,  February  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  memorandum  of  work 
to  be  done  on  this  vessel,  viz: 

The  iron  will  have  to  be  taken  off  on  the  starboard  forward  knuckle, 
pieces  of  timber  bedded  in  and  new  iron  put  on,  and  two  jnecesof  deck 
iron  near  same  place.  A  portion  of  broken  iron  will  have  to  be  taken 
off  on  starboard  side  of  shield  near  bow  gun  and  replaced  with  new. 

The  iron  will  have  to  be  taken  off  for  a  space  of  13  feet  on  port  quar- 
ter of  shield,  a  greater  part  of  the  woodwork  taken  out.  A  new  string 
piece  and  new  portion  of  shield  put  in  and  ironed  and  heavily  shored  up. 

Between  after  port  aiid  port  quarter  port  all  the  iron  and  woodwork 
will  have  to  be  taken  out  and  replaced. 

On  the  port  quarter  below  knuckle  a  number  of  boltheads  are  gone. 
They  will  have  to  be  driven  in  and  replaced. 

On  fantail  one  piece  of  iron  will  have  to  bo  taken  uj),  straightened, 
and  put  down  again.  Some  few  boltheads  are  gone.  The  bolts  will 
have  to  be  replaced. 

On  shield  deck  one  beam  will  have  to  be  taken  out  and  replaced  with 
a  new  one.    Six  pieces  of  iron  will  have  to  be  put  in  place  of  broken 
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ones.  One  piece  of  deck  iron  will  have  to  be  taken  up,  straigfhtened, 
and  put  down.  A  new  smokestack  and  escape  pipe  from  deck  up  will 
be  required.  The  top  of  the  pilot  house  will  have  to  be  taken  oil'  and 
replaced  with  a  new  one,  owing  to  its  having  been  crushed  in. 

On  port  bow  there  is  a  slight  leak,  which  is  hardly  necessary  to  notice. 

On  berth  deck  there  is  one  beam  broken,  which  can  be  strongly  shored 
ui)  and  made  strouger  than  it  originally  was. 

Owing  to  the  crushing  effect  of  heavy  shot,  I  would  recommend  the 
shoring  up  of  berth  deck,  ward  room,  and  gun  deck,  fore  and  aft,  with 
heavy  shores,  so  as  to  throw  the  strain  on  all  parts  equally.  Pains  can 
be  taken  on  gun  deck  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  working  of  guns. 

The  windlass  on  berth  deck  is  almost  useless,  but  can  with  little  work 
be  made  efficient.  It  is  important  that  we  should  be  able  to  weigh 
anchor  secure  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

On  berth  deck  the  force  pumps,  intended  to  use  in  case  of  fire  or  when 
the  crew  could  not  go  outside  of  shield,  have  never  been  comi)leted.  A 
very  little  work  would  finish  them  and  they  would  be  of  great  use. 

While  the  vessel  is  undergoing  the  necessary  repairs  to  be  made  on 
her,  she  will  have  a  portion  of  the  wood  and  iron  work  off  forward  and 
aft,  and  although  she  could  go  into  an  action,  yet  she  is  not  an  efticieut 
ironclad,  and  to  hasten  the  work  and  have  her  efficient  before  we  may 
need  her  services  1  recommend  she  go  as  near  the  navy  yard  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  W.  Dunnington, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

riag-Offlcer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


[Tolograiii. 


Richmond,  February  6, 18S5. 

(Received  7th.) 

Constructor  Porter  can  complete  the  new  vessel  in  ninety  days. 
Machinery  is  ready  at  (Jolnmbus  to  suit.  I  do  not  wish  to  move  it 
without  reliable  assurance  that  Wiluiingtou  will  be  held  long  enough 
[to  complete]  the  work.  Before  ordering  it  on,  therefore,  please  addse 
me  the  chances  of  our  holding  Wilmington. 

S.  R.  Malloey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

General  Bkagg, 

'Wilmington. 


fTeletrT-ftm.T 

Wilmington,  February  8,  1865. 
I  hoT)e  your  gunboat  will  be  pushed  to  completion.    This  place  will 
Ik-  held  so  long  as  our  means  enable  us.    There  is  no  indication  of  any 
movement  against  it,  and  our  means  of  defense  are  improving. 

Beaxton  Buagg. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Malloey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Eichmond. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President,  recommending 
Commander  Wood,  G.  jS'.  Navy,  for  promotion  on  account  of  conxpicu- 
oiis  gallantry  in  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Underwriter* 

OONFEDEBATE    STATES    OF    AMEKICA, 

Nary  Department,  liichmond,  February  7,  1865. 
Sir:  I  deem  it  but  just  to  the  Navy  and  to  Ooiiimaiider  Wood  that  I 
should  invite  your  attention  to  his  gallant  exploit  in  comiuiind  of  tlie 
naval  portion  of  the  expedition  against  New  Bei'ne  in  February  lasf, 
when  he  cut  the  Federal  gunboat  Underwriter  out  from  under  the 
enemy's  guns,  and  to  recommend  his  promotion  to  the  grade  of  captain 
in  the  rrovisional  Navy,  and  of  his  second  in  command,  Lieutenant 
Loyall,  to  that  of  commander,  in  recognition  thereof. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
The  President. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  the  commariding  officer  of 
the  guard  .ship  Richmond,  regarding  the  protection  for  working  party 
near  Graveyard. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  8, 1865 — 9:45  p.  m. 
A  party  from  Battery  Brooke  are  expected  to  fell  trees  on  river  bank 
near  Gr9.veyard  to-night.     If  the  enemy  oi)en  on  them  the  guard  ship 
{ Richmond),  the  Hamilton,  and  the  Nansemond  yfrUl  promptly  move  to 
their  protection. 

The  guard  ship  will  see  that  this  order  is  at  once  communicated  to 
the  two  gunboats  named  above  and  keep  a  bright  lookout  on  the 
enemy. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commanding  Offickr,  Guard  Ship  Kichmond. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Brad- 
ford, G.  8.  Nari/,  regarding  patrol  duty. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  Rivier  Squadron,  February  10, 1865. 
Sir:  Yours  of  yesterday's  date,  respecting  signal  between  the  fleet 
and  its  night  ])ickct  boats,  has  been  received. 

Our  gunboats,  wliile  on  patrol  duty  down  the  river,  are  governed  by 
the  following  articles  in  my  general  instructions: 

Ai!T.  17.  They  will  be  piepiived  lit  all  times  to  repeat  any  signals  that  may  bo  agreed 
u))on,  either  with  guns,  rockets,  lanterns,  or  in  any  other  way. 

Ai!T.  18  All  information  obtained  respecting  the  movements  of  the  enemy  will  be 
communicated  by  signaler  b()at,if  of  siifticientimportance  to  be  immediately  known 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron.  And  the  picket  boats,  by  general  instruc- 
tions for  steam  torpedo  picket  boats,  article  f<,  viz, : 

"On  tlie  discovery  of  any  important  movements  of  the  enemy,  requiring  the  imme- 
diate movement  of  the  squadron  to  counteract  or  oppose  them,  three  muskets  will 
be  tired  at  intervals  of  about  twenty  seconds,  followed  by  the  discharge  of  one 
rocket." 


1  Or  eapturo  of  the  U.  S.  S.  UiiderwHlcr,  see  Series  I,  Volume  9,  pp.  439^54. 
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I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  any  suggestions  on  the  subject 
which  may  contribute  to  the  prompt  communicatiQU  to  each  other  by 
night  and  by  day  of  any  important  intelligence  that  may  be  obtained. 

Entire  reliance  should  not  be  placed  in  guns  or  lights,  Vliich  can  not 
be  dei)t'nded  upon  in  tliick  weather,  tlie  very  time  when  the  enemy  will 
probably  make  his  movements.  In  such  cases  boats  on  water  and  cou- 
riers on  land  should  be  used. 

On  the  night  of  the  8th  instant,  at  the  request  of  the  (;ommauding 
oflicer  of  Battery  Brooke,  I  directed  the  guard  vessel  and  the  patrol 
gunboats  to  i)rotect  your  party  employed  in  cutting  down  trees  on  the 
river  bank  opposite  the  Graveyard.  The  order  will  be  repeated,  how- 
ever, to  keep  a  bright  lookout  on  the  enemy  and  give  yon  all  the  pro- 
tection in  their  power. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-  Officer  James  hiver  Squadron. 


J^  lag- Officer  James  Ktver 

Lieutenant  Commanding  VV.  L.  Bradford, 

Commanding  Naval  Batteries,  Battery  iSevimes,  James 


River. 


Appiniitmcnt  of  Captain  Semmes  as  rear-<idmiral,  C.  W.  Navi/,  for  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct  in  comtnand  of  the  G.  iS.  *S'.  Alabama. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Fehriiary  10, 18(i5. 

Sir:  Tou  are  hereby  informed  that  the  President  has  appointed  you, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  rear-admiral  in  the 
I'rovisioiial  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  in  command  of  the  steam  s[oo\>  Alabama. 

You  are  requested  to  signify  your  acceptance  or  nonacceptance  of  this 
ai)pointment. 

S.  K.  Mallory, 

tievretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  Raphael  Semmes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


Appointment  of  Lieutenant  Loyall  as  commander,  G.  S.  Nary,  for  gallant 
and  meritorious  condxict  in  the  capture  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Underwriter.* 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Navy  J)epartment,  Richmond,  February  10,  18i>5. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  informed  that  the  President  has  appointed  you, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  commander  in  the 
Provisional  Navy  of  the  Con  federate  States  of  America  "for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  as  second  in  command  and  executive  otlicer  of  the 
naval  expedition  which,  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  February,  1804,  cut 
<mt  from  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy  at  New  Berne,  N.  C,  the  Federal 
gunboat  (Indericriter  and  destroyed  lier." 

You  are  requested  to  signify  your  ac<;eptan(e  or  nonacceptance  of  tliis 
atipointmeut. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

iSecreiary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Benjamin  J'.  I^oyall,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 


'  For  capture  of  tlie  IT.  S.  S.  rmlerwriUr,  see  Series  L  Voluiiio  i),  pp.  4;-!9-4r)4. 
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Order  of  Flar;- Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Arledge,  G.  S. 
Nany,  to  assume  command  of  the  G,  »S'.  S.  Beaufort. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  12,  18f>^>. 
Sir  :  Tou  are  hereby  detached  from  the  0.  S.  ironclad  Fredericksburg, 
and  will  assume  the  temporary  commajid  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Beau- 
fort during  the  absence  of  Lienteuaiit  J.  W.  Alexander,  who  has  been 
sent  to  the  hospital. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  G.  H.  Arledge,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

G.  S.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,   G.  S.  Navy,  regarding  assignments  of 

officers. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron.  February  12,  IfifiS. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  to  state  that 
Lieutenant   Littlepage  reported  for  duty  in  the  squadron  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Fir^wta-on  the  25th  ultimo. 

I  would  also  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Dalton  rej)orted  on  the  7th  instant,  and  has  been  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Richmond  during  the  absence  from  sickness  of 
Commander  Kell. 

I  have  this  day  detached  Lieutenant  Arledge  temporarily  from  the 
Fredericksburg  and  ordered  him  to  assume  command  of  the  Beaufort 
during  the  absence  of  Lieutenaut  Commanding  Alexander,  who  has 
been  sent  to  the  hospital.  I  have  also  directed  Lieutenant  Skinner,  of 
the  Fredericksburg,  to  re[)ort  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duuuington 
for  temporary  duty  on  board  of  the  Virginia. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Ga])tain  S.  S.  Lee,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  0.  S.  Navy  J)ept.,  Richmond,  Va. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  Gommander  Rootcs,  G.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  a  transfer  to  the  naval  station  at  Halifax,  N.  G. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  13, 186',. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  transfer  W.  B.  Mangum,  attached  to  the 
Fredericksburg,  under  your  command,  with  his  accounts,  to  the  naval 
station  at  Halifax,  N.  C.,  and  order  him  to  report  to  Captain  James  W. 
Cooke,  commanding. 
He  should  be  furnished  with  rations  for  the  trip. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  Tiios.  Ti.  Eootes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Gommandiiig  G.  S.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Bradford,  C.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  signals.  \ 

Flagship  Yibginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  signals  proposed  in  your  communication  of  the  10th  instant, 
to  give  notice  of  certain  advance  movements  of  the  enemy,  meet  my 
approbation,  and  I  will  at  once  adopt  them  for  our  patrol  gunboats, 
picket  boats,  and  shore  jncket  stations. 

As  the  former  only  have  cannon,  the  picket  boats  and  picket  stations 
will  have  to  n.-^e  musketry  instead. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell,, 
Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Oomdg.  Wm.  L.  Bradford,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Comdg.  Naval  Shore  Batteries,  Hdqs.  Battery  Semmes. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Arledge,  C.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  a  sailor  to  the  G.  S.  ram  Neuse. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  15,  1865. 
Sir:  Tou  will  be  pleased  to  transfer  B.  F.Phillips,  ordinary  seaman, 
with  his  accounts,  from  the  steamer  Beaufort,  under  your  command,  to 
tiie  steamer  Neuse,  near  Kinston,  N.  C,  and  order  him  to  report  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Neuse. 
He  should  be  furnished  with  rations  for  the  trip. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Gomdg.  G.  H.  Arledgk,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Steamer  Beatifort. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-  Admiral  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy, 
to  assume  command  of  the  James  River  Squadron. 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail, 
0.  aS.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  February  15,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  assume  command  of  the  James  lliver 
Squadron,  relieving  Flag  Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy 
C.  S.,  detached. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Lee, 
Gaptain  in  Charge. 

Bear- Admiral  Kaphabl  Semmes,  Provisional  NavyC.  S., 

Commanding,  etc.,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  (jiviiui  information  ref/ardinff 
torpedoes  placed  by  the  enemy  in  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  J7, 18(15. 
Sir:  From  statements  made  to  me  by  the  master  of  the  flag-of-truce- 
boat  Allison  and  by  Pilot  Moore,  who  was  on  board  in  charge  of  her, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  has  placed  torpedoes  in  the 
river  just  below  Cox's  Landing. 

I  shall  communicate  this  information  to  my  successor,  liear- Admiral 
Semmes,  on  being  relieved  by  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  K.  Mallorv, 

Secretory  of  the  Nam/,  Richmond  Va. 


General  order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  on  relinqnighing  com- 
mand of  the  James  River  Squadron. 

General  Orders,  ^  C.  S.  Flagship  Virginia, 

>         James  River  Squadron,  Chaffiii's  Bluff, 
No.  24.  )  February  18,  1865. 

By  order  of  the  Navy  Department  I  shall  transfer  to  day  the  com- 
mand of  the  siiuadron  to  Kear-Admiral  Raphael  Semmes,  Provisional 
Navy  Confederate  States. 

My  successor  comes  with  a  reputation  that  I  trust  will  inspire  every 
one  with  a  contidence  of  success  which  it  has  not  been  the  fortune  of 
the  squadron  to  achieve  under  my  command. 

In  taking  leave,  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  for  the 
support  I  have  received  from  them,  and,  with  the  assurance  that  1 
shall  rejoice  in  any  good  fortune  that  may  attend  them  under  another 
leader,  I  bid  all  a  sincere  farewell. 

I  desire  that  the  above  may,  on  its  recei])t,  be  read  at  general  muster 
on  the  quarter  deck  of  each  vessel. 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag- Officer  James  River  iSquadrim. 


Report  of  Captain   Mitchell,   G.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  the 
James  River  Squadron  to  Rear- Admiral  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy. 

RiCHMONn,  Fehrnnry  18,  ISdri. 

Sir:  In  comphance  with  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  this 
day  transfeneil  the  command  of  the  James  River  Squadron  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Raphael  Semmes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Without  the  remotest  intention  of  impugning  the  right,  nay,  the 
duty,  of  the  Department  to  make  any  disposition  it  deems  proper  of 
officers  on  duty  without  question,  yet,  as  my  removal,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, is  at  least  suggestive  of  the  idea  that  [it]  is  the  result  of 
misconduct  or  mismanagement  on  my  part  in  the  late  movement  of  the 
squadron  against  tiie  enemy,  I  respectfully  ask  that  I  maybe  informed 
of  any  complaints  against  me  that  may  have  reached  the  J>epartment, 
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in  order  that  an  opportnnity  be  thus  afforded  for  explanation  or  vindica- 
tion, while  those  who  participated  in  the  movement  and  ou  whose  testi- 
mony I  may  have  to  rely  for  jnstiflcation  are  wiftiin  convenient  reach 
and  the  incidents  fresh  upon  their  mind. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that  I  shall  always  be  glad  of 
an  opportunity  to  render  myself  in  any  way  useful  to  the  country. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Captain,  Provisional  Navy  G.  S. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  J>etail,  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 


Memorandum   reyardinfj  the  James  River  Squadron  for  Rear-Admiral 

Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 
James  River  Squadron,  Ghaffin's  Bluff,  February  19,  1865. 

This  squadron  is  composed  of  the  following  vessels: 

Virginia,  ironclad;  Lieutenant  Commanding  Dunnington;  undergo- 
ing repairs  of  damages  received  on  the  24th  ultimo  by  the  lire  of  the 
enemy  in  Treut's  Reach;  will  probably  be  finished  by  the  1st  of  April. 

Richmond,  \toi\Vi\B.d;  Commander  Kell,  who  is  sick  at  hospital;  First 
Lieutenant 'Dalton  in  charge;  in  good  condition,  but  torpedo  defenses 
to  be  refitted. 

Fredericksburg,  noiiGlsLA;  First  Lieutenant  Barbot  in  charge;  in  good 
condition,  but  torpedo  defenses  to  be  refitted. 

Hampton,  gunboat;  Lieutenant  Wilson,  of  the  Virginia,  in  charge, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Shepperd  being  at  hospital;  in  good  condi- 
tion. 

Nansemond,  gunboat;  Lieutenant  Commanding  Walter  K.  Butt; 
serviceable,  but  requires  calking,  etc.    (8ee  survey  on  her.) 

Roanoke,  iron  gunboat;  Lieutenant  Commanding  -Pollock;  undergo- 
ing repairs  on  the  ways  at  the  navy  yard,  Kichmond. 

Beaufort,  iron  gunboat;  Lieutenant  Arledge  in  charge,  in  place  or 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander,  who  is  sick  at  the  hospital;  not 
serviceable,  except  in  emergencies;  Should  be  sent  to  navy  yard  to  go 
on  the  ways  as  soon  as  possible  to  examine  propeller  and  rudder.  (8ee 
survey.) 

Riclimond''s  lighter  is  aground  opposite  Chaffln's  Bluff  in  shoal  water. 
When  weather  will  permit  she  ought  to  be  patched  up  so  that  she  can 
be  sent  to  the  yard  to  be  repaired,  if  possible,  and  put  in  serviceable 
condition.     She  is  very  rotten. 

There  are  two  lighters  on  the  flats,  opposite  Chaflfin's,  kept  to  raise  a 
sunken  tire  vessel  near  by.  The  ice  and  severe  weathei  for  a  month 
hiive  prevented  anything  being  done.  When  raised  the  fire  vessel 
should  be  sent  to  the  navy  yard  to  be  calked,  where  there  are  now  three 
others  for  the  same  purpose,  viz,  to  be  put  in  serviceable  condition  as 
fire  vessels.  They  are  all  rotten  and  in  such  bad  condition  that  they 
require  the  utmost  care  and  watching  to  be  kept  afloat.  The  Navy 
Department  directs  that  they  be  kept  prepared  for  use  as  fire  vessels. 
(See  survey  upon  fire  vessels.) 

The  steam  torpedo  boat  Hornet,  attached  to  the'  Fredericksburg,  was 
sunk  above  the  graveyard  by  collision  with  the  Allison  (steamei). 
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Her  position  has  been  deteniiiiied  by  dragging,  and  buoyed,  but  the 
ice  and  severe  weather  have  prevented  any  efforts  being  made  to  raise 
her.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  she  is  not  seriously  damaged  and 
that  she  can  be  recovered  by  working  at  night  under  cover  of  our  gun- 
boats, and,  if  necessary,  of  an  ironclad.  The  position  is  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy's  batteries. 

The  Virginians  lighter  lies  alongside  of  her  and  is  in  good  condition. 

The  Virginians  (flag-officer's)  barge  is  undergoing  repairs  at  navy  yard. 

There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  enemy  has  placed  torpedoes 
below  Cox's  Landing ;  so  reports  Pilot  iMoore  and  the  master  of  the 
flag  of-truce  boat  Allison. 

It  has  been  my  intention,  as  soon  as  the  ice  will  permit,  to  replace 
the  booms  that  were  carried  away  above  Kingsland  Creek  by  the  late 
freshet,  and  to  let  the  north  end  rest  under  cover  of  the  picket  line  in 
front  of  Chaftiu's  works. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  report  of  examination  of  the  condition 
of  the  obstructions  in  Kingsland  Reach;  also  to  the  reports  of  Lieuten- 
ant Kennon  of  self  acting  torpedoes  placed  by  him  opposite  or  near 
Batteries  Semmes  and  Dantzler.  They  were  washed  away  by  the  late 
freshet,  or  are  perfectly  harmless,  the  squadron  liaving  passed  over 
their  beds  twice.  An  electric  torpedo  has  been  placed  opposite  to  and 
with  wires  connecting  it  with  Battery  Semmes. 

There  are  two  picket  stations  above  Battery  Semmes,  occupied  by 
the  squadron  at  night,  when  the  picket  boats  can  not  run  on  account 
of  ice  or  other  causes. 

Only  two  gunboats  being  available  for  patrol  duty,  but  one  is  run  at 
night,  the  other  being  kept  as  the  relief 

The  general  instructions  for  patrol  and  picket  boats,  to  be  found  in 
the  General  Order  Book,  will  show  the  measures  adopted  to  watch  the 
enemy  and  prevent  a  surprise  movement  on  his  part. 

The  only  available  steam  torpedo  boat  for  picket  service  is  the  Wasp, 
attached  to  the  Virginia. 

The  steam  tug  Torpedo,  Lieutenant  Commanding  lloberts,  is  also 
attached  to  the  squadron  temporarily;  she  belongs  to  the  submarine 
defense  service  of  James  River,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jones.  She 
is  in  good  condition,  and  every  Thursday  relieves  the  regular  mail  boat 
Shrapnel,  which  lays  by  for  clearing  and  overhauling. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Late  Flag-Officer  James  River  Sqvadron. 

Rear- Admiral  Raphael  Semmes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  James  Biver  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Since  the  foregoing  was  penned  the  steamer  Schultz  has  been 
blown  up  by  a  torpedo  .just  below  the  bluff'  at  Bishop's,  60  yards  from 
the  south  bank,  i)robabiy  one  of  those  placed  by  Lieutenant  Kennon 
and  drifted  from  its  original  position. 

.1.  K.  M. 
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Fir^t  Liet  I  tenants. 


Veawel  to  which  attached  J 


Commanding  Yirginiji.. 
CoinniaiKlJug  Hampton  . 
Kichuioud 

Conimaudiiifi  Beaufort. . 


J.  W,  Dunnington 

F.  E.  Shepperd 

H.  H.  l>altou 

J.  "W.  Alexander 

W.  R.  Butt i  Comdg.  NauKcmond  __ 

W.  W.  Pollock '  Commanding  Koanoke 

A.  Barhot \  Frederickahiirg 

AlhertG-Hndgins i  Richmond 

"W.  TV.  Robert* 

J.  D.  Wilson 

G.  H.  Arledge 

H.  B.  Littlepage 

L.  R.  Tlill j  Ricfiraond 

T.  L.  Skinner '  Fredericksburg, 


Commanding  Torpedo . 

Virginia 

Fredei  ickshnrg 

Virginia . 


Sick,  Fehruarj^  Vl\  hos^iital. 

In  cliargo. 

Hospital, 


Second  Lieutenants. 


W.  P.Mason. 
Daniel  Trigg. 
W.  W.  Read . 

T.P.Bell 

C.  Gonnley  . . . 


Virginia 

do 

Richmond 

Fredericksburg 
do 


Hospital. 


Hampton,  temporarily. 
Comdg.  Beanfort,  temporarily. 


Virginia,  temporarily. 


Hospital. 

Expedition  "with  Lieut.  Keniion. 


Masters. 


H.  S.Cooke , 

T.L.  Wragg 

W.  F.  Shippey , 

H.  B,  Edinborough 


FredericUBbnrg. 

Richmond 

Virginia 

do 


Passed  Midshipinen. 

V.\i.  Gibbs I  Virginia 

F.  M.  Thomas i do 

H.H.Scott ■ ; do 

L.  M.  Rootes |  Fredericksburg. 

J.  A.  Peter.s i  Richmond 

H.  H.  Tyson do 

J.  B.  liatcliff !  Nansemond 


Midshipmen.  i 

F.  S.  Kennett I  Virginia 

B.  S.Johnson ' do 

\V.  S.  Davidson \ do 

F,  L.  Place ;  Fredericksburg. 

E.  C.  Machen i  Richmond 


Detached,  on  iniiefinite  leave. 


Ordnance  ofticf^r. 


Exj)edil.ioii  with  Lieut.  Kennon. 
Hospital. 


Master's  Mates. 


Jas.  T.  Lay  ton. .. 
A.  E.  Albertsou . . 
\V.  A.  Lamkin  . .. 
R.N.  Spraggins.. 

G.  M.Rootea 

W.McBlalr 

C.E.  Bragdon 

J.  E.  Rollins 

Lyman  Buck 

Thos.  Mason 

C.  B.  Bohannon  .. 
W.  B.  Littlepage. 
A.  W.Masters  — 

tS.  L.  Simpson 

L.  Bowdoin 

W.  R.  Rowe 

E.  Smith 

G.  Foster 

W.  Smith 


Virginia 

Virginia,  lighter  . 
Fredericksburg.. 

do 

do 

Richmond 

do 

Hampton 

do 

do 

Nansemond 

do 

do 

Roanoke 

do 

Beaufort 

do 

do 

Torpedo 


Hospital. 
Charge  of  lighter. 


Hoapiial. 


llosjiitnl. 
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[Telegram.] 

Florence,  fS.  C],  February  19, 1865. 
I  am  at  this  place,  en  loute  for  Wilmington  with  my  command,  about 
400  men  and  offi(!ers,  to  be  tendered  you  for  battery  service.     Is  Wil- 
mington SI  ill  intact?     Please  answer  immediately  to  this  place  and  to 
Marion  Conrt-House. 

J.  K.  Tucker, 
Flag- Officer,  ('.  »S'.  Navi/. 
(xeneral  Bragg. 


[  Endorflemeiit..] 

Come  on  with  your  force. 


R.  F.  H., 

j\r.  G. 


lT,-,lej;nni,.| 

Fork  Koads,  Fehrnary  20,  1805. 
I  telegraphed  Commodore  Pinkney  asking  him  to  organize  all  the 
naval  forces  in  his  department  and  those  from  Charleston  into  one 
command  under  his  charge,  and  assign  them  to  duty  at  the  batteries 
at  the  obstructions,  taking  the  suri:)lus  as  an  infantry  support.  It  is 
desirable  to  have  every  man  who  can  bear  arms,  and  1  hope  the  Com- 
modore will  do  it.  Coionel  Gaillard  can  be  ordered  on  other  duty,  and 
his  troops  assigned  to  duty  in  the  line.  Keep  me  advised  of  Hagood's 
movemeuts.     See  Lini  about  it.     I  have  had  no  answer. 

K.  P.  Hoke, 
Mujor-Oenerid. 
Miijor  Pakker. 

;T.'l.-sr:iiii.| 

Whiteville,  [X.  C.J,  February  ,:'l,  1R(15. 
Telegram  received.  I  have  350  sailors  unused  to  marching,  no 
artillery  or  transportation  for  stores  or  baggage.  Have  a  train  liere 
on  which  I  propose  to  move  to  Cheraw,  [S.  C],  and  thence  to  Charlotte, 
[N.  C.|.  All  store  trains  are  going  back.  I  do  not  think  the  small 
force  can  check  enemy,  and  propose  leaving  in  any  direction  you  think 
best  after  sending  my  sick  trains.  Please  answer  immediately.  I 
would  suggest  the  Cheraw  route  for  the  sake  of  transportation  for 
baggage. 


(leneral  Bragg. 


J.  P.  Tucker, 
Flag-Officer,  Commandin<j. 


\  Telegiiiin.] 

Whiteville,  [N.  C],  February  21,  1SG5. 

(Iteceived  ry.'.lO  a.  m.) 
I  have  seen  the  superintendent  of  this  road.  Captain  Dram,  who 
states  that  events  have  occurred  since  your  telegram  of  the  19th  which 
in  his  o])inion  precludes  the  arrival  of  my  train.    Please  answer  imme- 
diately at  this  point  if  it  is  proper  for  me  to  come  on. 

J.  It.  Tucker, 

Flay- Officer. 
(General  li.  F.  Hoke. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  RLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        189 

Unofficial  letter  from  Lieutenant  Egglenton,  G.  S.  Marine  Corps,  reffarding 
general  Confederate  matters. 

G.  S.  S.  Fredericksburg, 
James  River  Squadron,  February  37,  1805. 

My  Dkar.  Si\5  :  i  have  intended  writing  for  some  time,  but  have  not 
done  so  from  the  fact  that  the  mail  communications  have  been  so 
interrupted  for  some  time,  but  I  now  believe  I  have  a  safe  conveyance 
lor  some  letters,  and  will  avail  myself  of  it  and  write  several.  Our 
aliairs  do  not  look  very  bright  at  present.  The  bad  turn  things  have 
taken  dates,  in  my  belief,  from  the  removal  of  General  Johnston  from 
command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  Sherman  since  that  time  has 
moved  wherever  he  pleased,  and  after  sweeping  through  the  State  of 
Georgia,  unobstructed  almost,  is  now  endeavoring  to  close  in  the  rear 
of  IJichmond,  compelling  us  to  evacuate  Charleston  and,  in  fact,  the 
entire  State  of  South  Carolina.  The  loss  of  the  country  would  be  of 
little  moment  did  it  not  interfere  so  seriously  with  the  supplies  for  this 
army,  which  have  to  be  drawn  from  southwest  Georgia.  The  northern 
half  of  Virginia,  including  the  rich  Shenandoah  Valley,  has  been  made 
a  desert  waste  by  the  ravages  of  war,  and  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia together  could  not  support  an  army  of  20,000  men.  We  expect 
to  hear  of  a  battle  daily  between  our  forces  and  Sherman,  and  hope  for 
the  best  results  since  General  Johnston  has  been  placed  in  command 
of  our  forces.  On  the  lines  around  Kichmond  everything  is  very  quiet, 
Grant  evidently  waiting  for  Sherman  to  accomplish  his  purpose  before 
he  moves.  If  we  succeed  in  whipping  Sherman  everything  will  then 
be  well. 

Our  squadron,  consisting  of  the  ironclads  Virginia,  Richmond,  and 
this  vessel,  on  the  23d  ultimo  proceeded  down  the  river  some  10  miles, 
and  but  for  the  timidity  of  the  pilots  on  the  Virginia  and  Richmond 
would  have  changed  the  entire  phase  of  the  war  in  this  section,  our  object 
being  nothing  less  than  the  division  of  Grant's  army  into  three  parts 
and  the  destruction  of  his  water  base  at  City  Point.  We  were  to  go 
through  their  obstructions,  and  after  running  through  their  pontoon 
bridge  some  15  miles  below,  would  have  left  one  ironclad  to  cruise  up 
and  down  the  river  to  prevent  them  from  communicating  with  each 
other.  The  other  two  wcrald  have  gone  down  to  City  Point  some  40 
miles  farther,  and  there  obstructed  the  (rhannel  with  sunken  vessels  so 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  them  to  have  removed  them  under 
the  fire  of  the  ironclad  that  would  have  been  left  to  ])revent  them,  while 
the  other  ironclad  would  have  been  free  to  run  up  the  Appomattox ; 
Grant's  army  would  thus  have  been  cut  in  three  parts  with  no  pros])ect 
of  being  able  to  communicate  with  each  other.  Our  army  would  then 
have  been  able  to  mass  and  crush  each  part  in  detail. 

This  vessel  passed  through  the  Yankee  obstruction  at  1:30  a.  m., 
and  we  all  flattered  ourselves  that  every  diflBcnlty  had  been  overcome. 
The  enemy's  fire  from  their  mortars  had  been  quite  troublesome  for 
some  time,  but  their  heavy  guns  had  not  struck  us  once.  After  wait- 
ing for  the  otKer  vessels  for  about  an  hour  and  seeing  nothing  of  them, 
our  captain  sent  me  in  a  small  boat  to  report  to  the  commodore  that 
we  were  safely  through  and  ask  if  we  should  wait  any  longer.  I  went 
up  to  the  obstructions,  and  seeing  nothing  of  them,  continued  for  some 
distance  before  1  came  to  them.  After  reporting,  the  commodore 
ordered  me  to  return  without  delay  and  say  to  our  captain  that  both 
the  other  vessels  were  aground  and  would  not  be  able  to  get  oft"  before 
11  a.  m.  the  next  day.    This  compelled  our  abandonment  of  all  ideas  of 
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success,  for  the  first  requisite  was  a  complete  surprise,  aud  before  tlie 
next  niglit  tlie.y  would  liave  time  to  concentrate  a  large  fleet  above  t  ity 
Point.  We  came  up  the  river  some  1^  miles,  affd  at  daylight  the  enemy 
had  an  easy  range  from  his  shore  batteries  of  100  aud  200  pounder  Par- 
rotts  on  the  vessels  that  were  aground.  The  projectile  had  no  effect  at 
1,100  yards,  but  a  double  turreted  monitor,  seeing  their  helpless  condi- 
tion, came  within  1,000  yards  and  opened  with  XI  and  XV  inch  guns. 
The  X  V^inch  were  the  only  ones  that  did  any  damage,  and  they  did  not 
penetrate,  but  crushed  iu  C  inches  of  iron  and  28  inches  of  wood.  The 
splinters  killed  (J  and  wounded  14  men.  Projectiles  of  this  weight  will 
penetrate  any  ironclad  that  has  ever  beeu  built,  I  believe. 

This  squadron  is  now  commanded  by  Admiral  Semmes,  late  of  the 
Alabama.  He  is  a  small  man,  nothing  particularly  striking  in  his 
appearance  except  his  eye,  wliich  is  very  fine  and  piercing.  I  think 
his  reputation  will  suffer  with  the  country  in  having  accepted  this 
command,  for  he  has  not  room  here  to  tight  as  large  vessels  as  these  are. 
If  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  remain,  very  truly,  yours,  etc., 

E.  T.  JOgglesxon. 
Judge  It.  J.  TowNBS, 

Austin  City,  Tex. 


['I'cle^rani.] 

Payetteville,  [N.  O.],  February  27,  1865. 
I  iiave  received  orders  to  report  at  Kichmond  with  my  entire  com- 
mand.    I  shall  leave  at  once  with  those  here.    Will  you  order  Lieuten- 
aut  Oommauding  Evans,  with  his  detachment,  to  report  at  Eichmond 
also? 

J.  R.  Tucker, 
Flag- Officer,  G.  S.  yavtj. 
General  Bragg  or  General  Hoke. 


Special  order  of  General  Bragg,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  movements  of  the 
forces  under  his  command. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Nortd  Carolina, 

No.  51).  )  Kinston,  March  10,  1805. 

I.  Major  General  IJ.  H.  Hill,  commanding  troops  from  Army  of  North- 
ern Virginia,  will  move  with  them  early  to-morrow  morning  by  high- 
way to  Goldsboro.  Such  as  are  unable  to  march  will  be  immediately 
seiit  to  the  depot  for  transportation  by  rail. 

II.  Major-General  E.  F.  Hoke,  with  his  own  division  and  Brigadier 
General  Baker's  command,  will  cross  the  Neuse  to-morrow,  destroying 
the  communication  in  hi  •  rear.  Pe  will  forward  to  Goldsboro,  as  rap- 
idly as  possible,  by  rail,  all  disabled  men  and  valuable  stores,  and  move 
with  his  command  to  that  point  as  soon  as  this  object  is  accomplished. 
Such  supplies  as  can  not  be  transported  by  daylight  on  12th  instant  or 
issued  to  the  troops  must  be  destroyed,  and  the  command  will  march, 
via  Goldsboro,  to  Smithtield,  [N.  G.]. 

III.  The  Sixth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  and  Captain  Chesnut's  stjuad- 
ron,  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  will  report  to  Major-General  Hoke. 
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IV.  The  different  staff  departments  at  the  post  of  Kiuston  will  leave, 
under  Miijor  Geueral  Hoke's  orders,  by  rail. 

V.  Captain  Price,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S>S.  iVe««e,  is  desired 
to  cover  Major-General  Hoke's  movements,  aud,  if  practicable,  before 
sacrificing  his  vessel,  to  move  down  the  river  by  way  of  diversion,  aud 
make  the  loss  of  his  vessel  as  costly  to  the  enemy  as  possible. 

VI.  Headquarters  will  be  removed  to  Goldsboro  to  morrow. 
By  order  of  General  Bragg: 

F.  S.  I'AKKEK, 
Acting  Assistant  Aajutant-Oeneral. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  ISemmes,  (J.  *S'.  Navy, 
for  the  destruction  of  the  vessels  of  his  command  on  the  evacuation  of 
Richmond. 

OONFEDERATi;    STATUS    OP   AMERICA, 

Executive  Office,  Richmond,  Vii.,  Aijril  ,9,  18(i5. 
SiE:  General  Lee  advises  the  Government  to  withdraw  from  this 
city,  and  the  officers  will  leave  this  evening  accordingly. 

I  presume  that  General  Lee  has  advised  you  of  this  and  of  his  move- 
ments, and  made  suggestions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  your 
squadron.  He  withdraws  from  his  lines  toward  Danville  this  night; 
and,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  General  Lee,  upon  you  is  devolved 
the  duty  of  destroying  your  ships  this  night,  and  with  all  the  forces 
under  your  command  joining  General  Lee.  Conier  with  him,  if  prac- 
ticable, before  destroying  them. 

Let  your  people  be  rationed  as  far  as  ])ossible  for  the  march  and 
armed  and  equipped  for  duty  in  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  Malloky, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Eear-Admiral  Kaphael  Semmes, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Lomax,  C.  S. Army, to  Rear-Admiral  Semmes, 
G.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  encampment  of  his  command  near  Dan- 
ville, Va. 

Headquarters  Forces, 

Danville,  April  12,  ISOh — 1  p.  m. 

Admiral:  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  General  Beauregard,  you 
will  encamp  your  command  ^  miles  from  this  place  aiid  await  further 
orders.  You  will  send  2il0  men  to  Pelham  Station,  [N.  G.|,  as  a  guard 
for  stores,  to  report  to  General  Kuggles.  Place  pickets  well  out  from 
your  camp. 

By  order  Major-General  Lomax : 

Walter  iv.  Martin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Admiral  Semmes. 
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Order  of  General  Beauregard,  G.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier-  General  Semmes, 
commanding  naval  brigade,  to  assist  in  protection  of  stores. 

Headquarters, 
Greensboro,  N.  C,  April  16,  1865—1  o^cloolc  p.  m. 
General:  Geueral  Beauregard   directs  that  you  move  witli  your 
brigade  to  the  break  in  the  railroad  about  12  miles  from  this  point  and 
act  as  a  guard  to  the  stores. 

You  will  give  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  in  unloading  stores 
and  transferring  them  to  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  and  then  reload- 
ing them. 

1  am,  geueral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(lEORGE  Wm.  Brent, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Briiiadier-Geuerul  Semmjss. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Major  Barnard,  U.  8.  Army, 
requestimi  his  presence  in  conference  regarding  efficiency  of  the  hlocJcad- 
ing  squadroiiis. 

Navy  Department,  June  26,  [1861]. 
Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  coufer  with  Cap- 
tain S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  Professor  A.  D.  Bache,  Superin- 
tendent U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  upon  subjects  connected  with  the  efficiency 
of  the  blockading  squadrons,  the  nature  of  which  will  be  stated  in  the 
instructions  of  this  Department  to  Captain  Du  Pont  already  given  and 
to  be  issued  liereafter. 

I  aui,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Major  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Corps  of  Engineers  U.  S.  Army,  Washington. 


First  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for  effectually 
blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 

[Washington,  D.  C,  July  5, 1861.] 
SiK :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  conference.,  in  com- 
pliance witli  your  wishes,  communicated  through  Captain  Du  Pont,  has 
had  under  consideration  that  part  of  your  letter  of  instructions  of  the 
25th  ultimo  which  relates  to  the  necessity  of  occupying  two  or  more 
points  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  Fernandina  being  particularly  mentioned 
as  one  of  those  points. 

It  seems  to  be  indispensable  that  there  should  exist  a  convenient  coal 
depot  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the  line  of  Atlantic  blockades,  and 
it  occurs  to  the  conference  that  if  this  coal  depot  were  suitably  selected 
it  might  be  used  not  only  as  a  depot  for  coal,  but  as  a  depot  of  provis- 
ions and  common  stores,  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  and  as  a  general  ren- 
dezvous, or  headquarters,  for  that  part  of  the  coast. 


*In  Series  I,  volume  tj,  is  published  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Atlantic 
Squadron  from  July  16  to  October  29, 1861,  on  which  latter  date  the  operations  of 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  began.  It  is  considered  desirable  to 
include  in  the  present  volume  (Series  I,  volume  12),  certain  additional  preliminary 
correspondence  relative  to  the  preparation  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad- 
ron, from  June  26  to  October  29, 1861. — Compilers. 
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We  separate  in  our  minds  the  two  enterprises  of  a  purely  military 
expedition  and  an  expedition  the  principal  design  of  which  is  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  naval  station  for  i>romoting  the  e'fficiency  of  the  blockade. 
We  shall  have  the  honor  to  present  plans  for  both  expeditions;  but 
we  will  begin  with  the  latter,  premising,  however,  that  we  think  both 
of  them  should  be  conducted  simultaneously. 

Fernandina  is,  by  its  position,  obviously  the  most  desirable  point  for 
a  place  of  deposit,  answering  at  one  end  of  the  line,  to  Hampton  Koads 
at  the  other.  In  addition  to  its  position  in  this  respect  it  enjoys  sev- 
eral other  advantages  almost  peculiar  to  itself  and  well  suited  to  the 
object  in  view. 

it  has  14  feet  of  water  on  the  bar  at  low  water  and  20  at  high  water, 
a  convenient  depth  for  all  steam  vessels  of  the  Navy  eithei  propelled 
by  screws  or  side  wheels,  rated  as  "second-class  steam  sloops,"  and 
under;  for  all  of  those  rated  as  "  first-class  steam  sloops,"  which  are  pro- 
pelled by  screws,  and  by  most  of  the  same  class  propelled  by  side 
wheels  when  light,  and  by  all  the  newly  purchased  and  chartered 
steamers  of  every  description,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  one  or 
two  of  the  very  largest  mail-packet  steamers,  when  deeply  loaded. 

These  depths  are  perfectly  convenient  for  the  new  sloops  and  gun- 
boats now  on  the  stocks,  and'for  the  ordinary  merchant  vessels  pur- 
chased or  chartered  for  freight. 

The  main  ship  channel  over  St.  Mary's  Bar  into  Fernandina  Harbor, 
though  not  direct,  is  by  no  means  tortuous  or  difficult.  It  is  easily  defined 
by  buoys,  and  a  range  by  means  of  beacons  renders  the  passage  of  the 
bar  itsell'  secure.  A  steam  tug  will  always  be  at  hand  to  take  in  sail- 
ing vessels  when  necessary. 

luside  of  the  bar  there  is  an  unlimited  extent  of  deep-water  accom- 
modation, and  also  the  protection  of  smooth  water  before  reaching  the 
landlocked  basins. 

The  anchorage  in  Amelia  River  possesses  the  quiet  and  safety  of  an 
enclosed  dock.  Repairs  of  all  kinds  may  be  carried  on  there  without  the 
fear  of  accidents  arising  from  motion  of  the  water. 

The  town  of  Fernandina  and  the  wharves  and  depots  of  the  Florida 
Railroad  Company  furnish  conveniences  the  value  of  which  need  not 
be  enlarged  upon.  If  the  seizure  were  conducted  so  suddenly  as  to 
j)revent  the  destruction  of  property  and  buildings  (which  it  would  |be] 
difficult  to  replace),  the  facilities  for  landing  and  storing  coal  and  other 
materials  will  be  found  ready  for  use. 

Another  feature  of  this  [)ort,  and  one  which  has  appeared  to  us  to  be 
of  sufficient  importance  to  engage  your  particular  attention,  is  the  iso- 
lated position  of  Fernandina  territorially  and  in  population.  Fernan- 
dina is  on  an  island,  bounded  by  the  ocean  on  one  side,  and  Laving  on 
the  other  an  interior,  poor  and  uninviting  in  all  respects,  sparse  in  pop- 
ulation, remote  from  large  cities  or  centers  of  military  occupation,  and 
not  easily  accessible  by  railroad  or  water  communication. 

By  the  census  of  1850  the  population  of  Fernandina  was  about  600; 
it  is  now  1,000.  St.  Mary's  was  about  700;  Darien  was  about  550; 
Jacksonville  was  about  1,145;  St.  Augustine  was  about  1,934. 

The  distance  by  water  from  Fernandina  to  St,  Mary's  is  9  miles ;  Fer- 
nandina to  Brunswick  is  35  miles;  Fernandina  to  Darien  is  51  miles; 
Fernandina,  by  railroad,  to  Baldwin  is  47  miles;  from  Baldwin  to  Jack- 
sonville is  20  miles,  and  from  Fernandina,  by  water,  to  Savannah,  120 
miles;  Fernandina,  by  water,  to  Charleston,  —  miles;  Fernandina,  by 
railroad,  to  Cedar  Keys,  154  miles,  and  from  Fernandina  to  Tallahassee, 
by  the  railroad  to  the  Baldwin  Junction  (Alligator),  nearly  200  miles 
(102). 
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With  all  the  above-mentioned  places  there  is  water  communication, 
except  Oedar  Keys,  Tallahassee,  and  the  railroad  stations  between 
them.  Bnt  it  is  apparent  that  any  military  ftpposition  of  weight 
must  come  from  Savannah  and  Charleston,  and  principally  through 
Cumberland  Sound,  and  the  depth  (less  than  10  feet  in  some  places)  of 
this  line  of  interior  navigation  would  require  the  transportation  of  the 
troops  in  the  light  steamers  that  are  employed  there.  These  steamers 
are  so  light  and  devoid  of  shelter  that  an  expedition  would  hardly  be 
undertaken  if  Amelia  Island  were  properly  garrisoned. 

The  environs  of  I'ernandina  form  a  natural  protection  against  an 
attack  by  land.  They  consist  of  marsh  and  sand,  which  alone  compose 
the  shores  of  the  rivers  and  bayous. 

We  are  careful  to  avoid  making  this  communication  unnecessarily 
long  by  entering  upon  a  coini)arison  of  Fernandina  with  other  places 
in  the  same  region  of  coast,  such  as  Brunswick,  for  example,  which  is 
now  connected  by  railroad  with  Savannah,  and  being  more  in  the  inte- 
rior is  less  healthy;  or  St.  John's  entrance,  which  could  be  easily  forti- 
fied against  us,  and  has  an  insuperable  objection  in  its  bar;  but  we 
take  pains  to  say  that  such  comparisons  have  formed  a  large  part  of 
our  study  of  the  whole  subject. 

We  have  not  spoken  of  the  peculiar  advantages  of  Fernandina  as  a 
depot  and  naval  station  without  attaching-a  meaning  to  the  word. 

Although  an  open  and  rapid  communication  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
by  the  Florida  Eailroad  to  Cedar  Keys,  accomplished  in  eleven  hours, 
would  undoubtedly  be  desirable,  still  it  has  not  entered  into  our  project 
to  recommend  the  mainteiiaTice  of  this  communication.  To  do  so  would 
employ  a  foice  disproportioned  to  the  possible  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  it.  The  Central  Kailroad  to  Tallahassee,  which  connects  with 
this  road  at  Baldwin,  is  completed  as  far  as  Alligator,  and  for  a  certain 
distance  from  Tallahassee  east,  about  20  miles.  The  country  on  the 
line  of  the  road  is  thickly  wooded  and  has  few  inhabitants.  A  road  of 
such  length  (154  miles)  in  an  obscure  and  inhospitable  district  may  be 
easily  rendered  impassable. 

Fort  Clinch  is  not  thought  to  be  defensible  in  its  present  condition, 
and  the  sand  batteries  on  the  shore  can  probably  be  easily  turned. 

The  water  is  so  smootli  in  ordinary  times,  on  the  outer  shore  of 
Amelia  Island,  that  a  landing  can  be  effected  there  with  facility,  and 
will,  in  our  opinion,  be  advisable  at  more  than  one  point.  This  landing 
can  not  be  covered  by  large  ships,  especially  such  as  the  screw  frigates. 
Vessels  of  small  draft  must  be  selected  for  this  duty,  and  when  the 
points  of  landing  are  fixed  upon  the  lines  of  approach  for  the  covering 
vessels  must  be  distinctly  traced  out. 

The  Florida  Eailroad  from  the  west  shore  of  Amelia  Island,  across 
the  river,  is  built  on  piles  for  the  distance  of  about  1  mile,  similar  to 
the  long  bridges  across  the  Bush  and  Gunpowder. 

When  the  attack  is  made,  one  or  more  small  gunboats  might  take 
the  back  entrance  through  Nassau  Inlet  and  Sound  and  prevent  the 
destruction  of  this  bridge  by  the  rebels.  Nassau  entrance  is,  no  doubt, 
unguarded.  Nassau  Bar  lias  only  5  feet  on  it,  and  even  this  depth  is 
not  to  be  relied  upon.  A  rapid  survey  immediately  preceding  the 
attack  will  correct  any  misapprehension  on  this  point;  launches  may 
therefore  be  employed: 

The  preservation  of  this  trestle  bridge  is  worth  an  efibrt;  the 
remainder  of  the  road  can  be  replaced  with  less  cost,  because  it  runs 
through  a  naturally  level  country. 

It  is  estimated  that  3,000  men  would  take  and  hold  the  place,  Avith 
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tbe  assistance  of  such  force  as  could  be  furnished  by  the  fleet.  After 
the  place  was  taken  a  portion  of  the  defensive  force  would  bfe  found  on 
board  the  vessels  in  port.  Thus  the  number  of  troops  to  be  added  to 
the  marines  and  seamen  employed'  in  the  attack  and  subsequent 
defense  would  not  probably  at  any  time  exceed  this  numbier  of  3,000. 

The  details  of  the  expedition  to  Feruandina,  if  decided  upon,  will  fall 
under  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  expedition,  to  whom  the  conference  will  be  always  ready 
to  ofter  such  information  and  make  such  suggestions  as  may  result 
from  their  careful  study  of  the  ground. 

The  sailing  directions  for  the  port  of  Fernandina,  the  instructions  for 
tbe  disposition  of  the  buoys  and  beacons,  the  outer  and  inner  anchor- 
ages, the  pilotage,  and  the  meteorology  of  this  section  of  the  coast, 
will  be  hereafter  furnished  by  the  conference  from  the  archives  of  the 
Coast  Survey. 

It  is  known  that  Fernandina  is  healthy  and  that  it  can  supply  wood 
and  water  in  abundance.  Its  market  supplies  remain  to  be  developed. 
Finally,  we  will  repeat  tbe  remark  made  in  tbe  beginning  of  this 
report,  that  we  think  this  expedition  to  Fernandina  should  be  under- 
taken simultaneously  with  a  similar  expedition  having  a  purely  mili- 
tary character. 

We  are  preparing  a  brief  report  on  the  latter,  which  we  shall  have 
the  honor  to  submit  in  a  few  days. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  President. 
J.  G.  Barnard, 
Major,  IT.  S.  Engineers,  Member. 
A.  D.  Bache, 
Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Member. 
C.  H.  Davis, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Member  and  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Second  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for  effect- 
ually  blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 

Washington,  D.  O.,  July  16,  1861. 
Sir:  We  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  you  that  one  of  the  results  of  our 
study  of  tbe  Southern  Atlantic  coast  of  tbe  United  States  in  reference 
to  its  blockade  is  to  recommend  that  it  be  divided  into  two  sections, 
one  of  which  will  extend  from  Gape  Henry  to  Cape  Eoniain,  about  370 
miles,  and  tbe  other  from  Cape  Romain  to  St.  Augustine,  about  220 
miles.  The  geographical  features  of  the  northern  or  upper  section  are 
very  different  from  those  of  tbe  southern  or  lower  section,  and  accord- 
ingly tbe  treatment  of  tbe  two  should  be  distinct.  The  former  is 
characterized  by  narrow  belts  of  sand  which  separate  large  inland 
waters  from  the  ocean,  and  are  divided  at  irregular  intervals  by  oi)en- 
ings  or  inlets  through  which  tbe  ocean  tides  ebb  and  flow  and  access  is 
obtained  to  tbe  enclosed  sounds.  Tbe  latter  is  distinguished  by  the 
ordinary  ports  and  bays.  Tbe  subject  of  the  present  communioation 
will  be  the  first  of  these  sections;  the  second  is  reserved  for  a  future 
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report.  In  order  to  show  tlie  importiuice  of  this  section  of  the  coast, 
which  embraces  the  whole  seaboard  of  North  CaroJiiia  and  a  portion  of 
that  of  South  Oaroliaa  and  Virginia,  we  must"  observe,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  Elizabeth  and  James  rivers  (the  ports  of  Norfolk  and 
Richmond)  are  not  efiectually  blockaded  until  the  entrance  into  Albe- 
marle, Pamlico,  and  (Jore  sounds  is  stopi)ed  against  the  enemy.  The 
external  boundary  of  these  sounds,  the  narrow  belt  of  saud  separating 
them  from  the  sea,  is  sparsely  inhabited,  except  at  summer  watering 
places  like  Nag's  Head,  or  the  few  and  distant  towns  like  Portsmouth. 
The  inner  shore  line  consists  chietiy  of  marshes  and  cedar  swamps,  but 
the  interior  communication  with  Norfolk  by  tlie  Dismal  Swamp  Canal 
and  by  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  and  by  the  rivers  and 
railroads  with  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  is  complete.  All  this  is  so 
apparent  ui)on  the  maps  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude  to  it.  The 
several  towns  of  Elizabeth  City,  Edenton,  Washington,  and  New  Berne; 
the  rivers  North,  Pasquotank,  Pamlico,  and  Neuse,  are  connected  in 
trade  and  intercourse  by  numerous  steamers  suited  to  the  navigation 
of  these  shallow  waters.  This  trade  includes  a  considerable  foreign 
commerce  with  the  West  Indies,  of  no  great  importance  (for  revenue) 
to  the  United  States,  but  vastly  important  to  the  rebels  while  they  are 
debarred  the  use  of  the  entrance  to  the  Chesapeake.  But  for  this  the 
sterile  or  half  drowned  shores  of  North  Carolina  might  be  neglected. 

But  it  is  an  important  object  in  the  present  war  that  this  trade,  home 
and  foreign,  should  be  interrupted,  and  for  this  purpose  it  is  desirable 
to  adopt  some  general  method  by  which  the  approaches  from  the  sea 
and  the  channels  inside  from  sound  to  sound  may  be  shut  up. 

The  most  obvious  method  of  accomi)lishing  this  object  is  by  putting 
down  material  obstructions;  and  the  most  convenient  form  of  obstruc- 
tion, for  transportation  and  use,  is  that  of  old  vessels  laden  with  ballast 
iu  a  neighboring  port,  and  sunk  in  the  appropria  te  places.  They  would 
entirely  obliterate  the  old  channels;  new  channels  would  be  formed  in 
time,  but  their  general  use  would  be  almost  impossible,  certainly  very 
precarious,  until  they  were  reexamined  at  leisure.  The  part  of  the  coast 
of  which  we  are  speaking  is  pe(!uliarly  adapted  to  this  course  of  action 
by  the  smallness  of  the  tides,  which  have  a  rise  of  only  1^  feet  at  Caije 
Hatteras,  2^  feet  at  Cape  Henry,  109  nautical  miles  north,  and  2^  feet 
at  Cape  Lookout,  68  miles  south.  They  flow  but  a  short  distance  into 
Pamlico  Sound,  where  the  inner  bars  or  "  bulkheads,"  as  they  are  defined 
on  the  Coast  Survey  charts,  mark  the  places  of  principal  deposit  of 
the  moving  sands  and  of  meeting,  therefore,  of  the  inner  and  outer 
waters. 

The  chief  rise  and  fall  of  the  waters  of  these  sounds  are  caused  by 
the  winds;  wherever  the  obstacles  are  so  ])laced  as  to  be  sheltered 
from  them  they  would  probably  remain;  but  iu  very  severe  storms,  in 
which  the  waters  are  heaped  up  on  one  side  of  the  sound,  their  return 
to  a  state  of  equilibrium  is  attcTuled  with  so  much  violence  that  the 
smaller  hulks  could  hardly  fail  to  be  acted  u[)on  and  removed. 

These  are  extreme  cases.  There  would  be  no  force  arising  from  regular 
currents,  or  the  momentum  of  large  bodies  of  water  that  would  proba- 
bly undermine  them,  except  in  heavy  gales.  Piles  might  be  driven  in 
the  interior  of  the  sounds,  but  their  employment  is  less  simple  and 
more  laborious.  Our  sunken  hulks  should  be  visited  frequently  to 
guard  against  their  removal,  but  with  the  means  at  hand  the  enemy 
could  eflect  but  little  in  that  way.  Besides  the  inlets,  there  are  two 
harboi  s  that  may  have  to  be  blockaded  from  outside,  Beaufort  and  Cape 
Fear  liiver,  unless  expeditions   were  undertaken  to  capture  Forts 


200  SOUTH   ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 

Macon  and  Caswell,  -wliicli  would  form  a  separate  subject  of  considera- 
tion. It  is  said  that  tbe  alarm  of  the  people  of  Wilmington  has  led 
them  to  close  New  Inlet.  If,  instead  of  being >Blosed,  it  should  be  forti- 
fied, the  batteries,  we  imagine,  could  be  easily  turned,  whether  on  the 
main  or  on  Smith's  Island.  If  we  carry  our  operations  as  far  as 
Georgetown,  that  harbor  may  be  closed  or  blockaded,  as  found  most 
convenient. 

This  long  stretch  of  coast  of  about  350  milesj  one-third  of  the  whole 
coast  from  Cape  Henry  to  Cape  Florida,  requires  the  watching  or 
closing  of  only  ten  or  twelve  harbors  and  inlets.  In  this  respect,  and 
in  respect  to  population,  supplies,  fertility,  or  natural  resources,  it  is 
the  weakest  part  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  of  the  same  extent. 

The  seaboard  itself  would  furnish  but  little  resistance,  except  where 
the  inlets  have  been  forti6ed,  and  expeditious  from  the  sounds  and  from 
the  rivers  emptying  into  them  must  be  conducted  in  small  vessels  and 
steamers  of  light  draft,  such  as  would  be  easily  met  and  discomfited. 
It  is  certain  that  the  distance  of  the  seacoast  from  the  interior,  and 
the  thinly  distributed  population,  will  prevent  any  rally  in  time  to 
interfere  with  our  operations. 

Wood  and  water  are  found  on  the  sand  beaches,  and  the  latter  may 
be  obtained  in  some  iilaces  by  boring  the  cedar  swamps.  The  coast  of 
South  Carolina,  between  the  boundary  of  North  Carolina  and  George- 
town, includes  the  famous  Horry  district,  the  forests  and  swamps  of 
which  comedown  nearly  to  the  ocean  shore.  Major  Prince,  U.  S.  Army, 
explored  it  for  the  Coast  Survey,  and  the  triangulation  was  carried  on 
by  cutting  through  nearly  every  step  of  tbe  way  after  leaving  the 
sounds  south  of  Cape  Fear  entrance.  The  vicinity  of  Cape  Hatteras  is 
one  of  the  worst  regions  on  our  coast  for  tempestuous  weather,  the  cape 
itself  being  the  point  of  separation  between  the  storms  peculiar  to  the 
two  divisions  of  the  country — the  West  India  hurricanes  at  the  south, 
the  course  of  which,  after  skirting  tbe  oceaji  borders  of  Florida, 
Georgia,  and  South  Carolina,  turns  to  the  eastward  before  arriving  at 
Cape  Hatteras,  and  the  common  northeast  storms  of  our  Northern 
States,  which  begin  at  the  southwest  extremity  of  their  track  and  make 
their  progress  to  the  northward  aud  eastward.  We  will  now  proceed 
to  name  these  inlets,  from  north  to  south,  in  order  in  which  they  stand 
on  our  notes,  and  specify  the  manner  in  which  they  ought,  in  our 
opinion,  to  be  treated. 

1.  Oregon,  or  New  Inlet,  35  miles  north  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Pamlico 
Sound,  coast  of  North  Carolina,  has  a  dangerous  shifting  bar,  on  which 
there  is  7  feet  at  low  and  9  feet  at  high  water.  It  should  be  blocked 
up  by  sinking  as  many  bulks  as  necessary  for  the  purpose.  The  place 
for  these  hulks  will  be  shown  on  the  chart. 

2.  Loggerhead  Inlet.    Not  well  known  by  us. 

3.  Hatteras  Inlet,  11  miles  southwest  of  Hatteras,  opening  also  into 
Pamlico  Sound,  has  19  and  21  feet  on  the  ocean  bar,  with  a  good,  easy 
entrance;  13  and  15  feet  in  the  Oliver's  Channel  anchorage,  and  7  and 
9  feet  on  the  inside  bar  or  bulkhead,  which  it  is  necessary  to  cross  to 
enter  tbe  sound.  We  recommend  the  final  obstruction  of  the  inner  bar, 
reserving  the  anchorage  for  a  harbor  of  refuge.. 

4.  Ocracoke  Inlet,  14  miles  southwest  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  with  10  and 
12  feet  on  the  outer  bar,  and  a  good  and  easy  entrance  for  10  feet;  has 
safe  anchorage  in  19  feet.  This  inlet  may  be  treated  like  that  of 
Hatteras. 

Before  closing  the  two  last  inlets  on  tbe  inside  it  will  be  well  to 
decide  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  the  interior  uavi- 
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gation.  It  may  be  threatened  or  controlled  by  a  force  of  small  steam- 
ers armed  Tvitli  rifled  cannon.  Tt  may  be  kei)t  open  for  tlie  purpose  of 
capturing  the  towns  on  the  Pasquotank,  the  Ohov^au,  the  Roanoke,  the 
Pamlico,  and  Neuse  rivers;  or  it  may  be  obstructed  by  sinking  hulks 
between  Core  and  Albemarle  sounds,  between  Albemarle  and  Eoanoke 
sounds  at  Eoanoke  Island,  and  elsewhere,  as  future  enquiry  may  point 
out.  We  strongly  advise  the  latter.  This  whole  region  of  marshes 
and  cedar  swamps  is  fatally  unhealthy  at  this  season  of  the  year  (except 
on  the  immediate  seashore)  to  our  Northern  constitutions. 

5.  Beaufort,  or  Old  Topsail  Inlet,  may  be  both  blockaded  and 
obstructed.  The  main  channel  has  15<l  and  18  feet  low  and  high 
water. 

We  have  already  suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  Fort  Macon. 
The  people  at  Ueaufort  are  said  to  be  loyal.  How  this  may  be  we  have 
no  certain  means  of  knowing. 

G.  Bogue  Inlet,  10  leagues  west  of  Gape  Lookout,  with  8  feet  on  the 
bar;  7,  New  Eiver  Inlet,  J4i  leagues,  with  the  same  de))th,  and  8,  New 
Topsail  Inlet,  20.}  leagues  west  of  Gape  Lookout,  with  10  feet  over  the 
bar,  must  all  be  obstructed. 

9.  New  Inlet,  near  Gape  Fear,  as  we  before  mentioned,  is  said  to  have 
been  closed  by  the  people  of  Wilmington ;  if  not,  its  obstruction  can  be 
easily  effected. 

10.  The  Western  Bar,  at  the  entrance  of  Gape  Fear  Kiver,  must  prob- 
ably be  blockaded.  It  lies  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Gaswell,  and  unless 
the  fort  is  taken  the  sinking  of  obstructions  ou  the  bar  will  be  difficult. 
This  bar  has  8  and  12  feet. 

11.  Lockwood's  Folly  Inlet,  and  12,  Tubb's  Inlet,  may  be  obstructed. 
13.  And  finally,  Georgetown  entrance,  or  Winyah  Bay,  may  be  bc^h 

obstructed  and  blockaded. 

The  archives  of  the  Goast  Survey  will  furnish  the  best  information 
concerning  this  region  of  coast. 

These  plans  may  undergo  some  modification  in  the  hands  of  the 
person  to  whom  their  execution  shall  be  intrusted. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  and  President. 
A.  D.  Bache, 
Superintendent  U.  S.  Goast  Survey,  Member. 
J.  G.  Barnard,* 
Major,  U.  S.  Engineers,  Member. 
Gharles  Hene\  Davis, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Member  and  Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Third  report  of  conference  for  the  consideration  of  measures  for  effectu- 
ally blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 

Washington,  B.C).,  July  2C,  1861. 
Sir:  In  the  last  memoir  of  the  conference  we  had  the  honor  to  pro- 
pose that  the  Soutliern  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  should  be 


*  Signed  by  proxy. 
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divided  iuto  two  sections  having  distinct  geographical  and  physical 
features  and  requiring,  therefore,  distinct  management.  The  first  of 
these  sections,  extending  from  Cape  Henr/to  Cape  Romain,  formed 
the  subject  of  our  last  communication.  In  the  present  we  shall  treat 
of  second  section,  comprised  between  (Jape  Eomain  and  Cape  Florida. 

We  shall  be  able  to  present  our  views  more  clearly  if  we  separate 
this  second  section  into  three  subdivisions,  each  one  of  which  is  dis- 
tinguished from  the  others  by  circumstances  either  of  physical  condi- 
tion or  of  population  too  striking  to  be  overlooked.  The  first  of  these 
sections  will  extend  from  Cape  Romain  to  Tybee  Island  and  embraces 
the  greater  part  of  the  coast  of  South  Carolina;  the  second,  from  Tybee 
Island  to  Cumberland  Sound,  St.  Mary's  entrance,  Feinandina,  cover- 
ing the  whole  coast  of  Georgia,  and  the  third,  from  Fernandiuato  Cape 
Florida,  including  St.  John's  Elver,  the  harbor  of  St.  Augustine,  and 
all  the  east  coast  of  Florida. 

Our  second  memoir,  in  which  we  discussed  the  occupation  of  Ball's 
Bay,  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  Fort  Royal  Ba,y,  has  left  us  but  little  to 
say  on  the  first  of  these  subsections.  The  field,  which  is  only  112  miles 
in  linear  extent,  is  one  that  requires  the  application  of  the  ordinary 
rules  and  practice  of  blockade.  When  the  three  anchorages  above 
mentioned  are  secure  the  whole  of  this  part  of  our  coast  will  be  under 
complete  control.  It  will  rarely  be  necessary  for  the  blockading  vessels 
to  leave  the  coast  on  account  of  stress  of  weather.  Though  they  may 
be  driven  from  before  the  ports  for  a  time,  it  will  be  easy  for  them  to 
resume  their  stations  when  the  storm  has  subsided.  This  is  a  consid- 
eration, of  the  last  importance,  as  regards  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade. 

But  you  are  better  aware  than  ourselves  of  the  favorable  manner  in 
which  our  foreign  political  relations  would  be  affected  by  the  possession 
of  one  or  more  of  the  three  points,  the  seizure  of  which  was  the  topic  of 
our  second  memoir.  The  second  of  our  subsections,  which  takes  in  the 
whole  coast  of  Georgia,  is  of  peculiar  formation. 

Throughout  an  extent  of  107  nautical  miles  a  chain  of  islands  sepa- 
rates a  water  space  of  varying  breadth  from  the  open  sea,  and  these 
islands  are  divided  from  each  other  by  frequent  inlets,  several  of  which 
are  available  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  The  islands  and  the 
inland  waters  constitute  a  series  of  sounds  and  harbors.  The  former 
aflbrd  uninterrupted  smooth-water  navigatioTi  for  steamers  drawing  5 
feet  from  the  Savannah  to  the  St.  Mary's  Eiver;  the  latter  may  be 
regarded  as  harbors  of  refuge,  or  as  openings  from  the  sounds  by  which 
an  active  cruiser  can  pass  at  any  moment  into  the  ocean  and  change 
its  field  of  observation  at  convenience.  The  rivers  of  the  coast  gen- 
erally empty  into  these  interior  bays  and  sounds.  We  may  complete 
what  we  have  to  say  of  the  navigation  of  these  sounds  and  bays  by 
observing  that  it  demands  the  most  thorough  local  knowledge  and  an 
accurate  acquaintance  with  the  times  and  heights  of  the  tides  to  follow 
all  its  circuitous  paths,  and,  further,  that  the  best  pilot  information 
concerning  this  navigation  that  can  be  put  on  paper  is  to  be  found  in 
the  "Notes  on  the  Coast  of  Georgia,"  prepared  by  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Coast  Survey  from  the  archives  of  his  office. 

Concerning  the  islands  forming  the  external  barrier  to  the  sea,  it 
may  be  remarked,  as  a  general  rule,  that  they  have  a  moderately 
straight  sea  beach  on  the  ocean  side,  with  the  common  sand  hills  or 
hillocks  (dunes  or  downs),  and  occasionally  a  fringe  of  wood.  On  the 
inner  side,  upon  the  sounds,  they  are  marshy,  except  in  rare  cases. 
The  midole  part  is  much  diversified,  and  cotton  plantations  are  general. 
Several  of  the  islands  furnish  fresh  water;  but  it  will  be  better,  per- 
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haps,  to  treat  the  whole  subject  of  fresh  water  supplies  on  the  Atlantic 
Southern  Seaboard  in  a  separate  paper. 

The  inlets,  taken  in  connection  with  the  interiofnavigation,  resemble 
on  a  smaller  scale  the  peculiar  geographical  distribution  of  laud  and 
water  which,  on  the  coasts  of  Holland  and  Belgium  on  a  grand  scale, 
are  especially  adapted  to  the  i)ursuits  of  commerce  and  of  well  sheltered 
interior  water  communication.  Tbe  example  on  the  coast  of  Georgia 
is  comparatively  minute;  but  the  frequent  and  convenient  entrances 
from  the  sea,  aflording  a  protection  always  accessible,  at  such  easy  dis 
tances  apart  that  there  is  little  danger  or  necessity  for  exposure  to  the 
storms  of  the  ocean,  constitute  the  most  important  feature  as  well  here 
as  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  North  Sea. 

The  difference  in  breadth  and  depth  of  the  passes  between  the 
numerous  islands,  and  of  the  sounds  and  bays  to  which  they  lead, 
requires  vessels  of  a  smaller  draft.  The  rivers,  or  so-called  rivers,  dis- 
charging into  these  bays  and  sounds  are  not  always  of  real  value. 
But  a  very  hasty  glance  at  these  different  geographical  features,  in 
order,  will  serve,  we  think,  to  satisfy  you  til  at  the  control  of  these 
waters  would  greatly  tend  to  the  reestabliahment  of  tlie  authority  of 
the  United  States  in  the  whole  of  this  region  by  imposing  a  severe 
check  upon  the  movements  of  the  rebels. 

We  will  speak  first  of  the  inlets  and  second  of  the  sounds  and  rivers 
together. 

The  inlets  are  Tybee  (beginning  at  the  north),  Wassaw,  Ossabaw, 
St.  Catherine's,  Sa])elo,  Doboy,  Altamaha,  St.  Simon's,  St.  Audrew's, 
and  Cumberland,  all  of  which,  however,  are  not  equally  useful;  it  is 
worth  while  to  describe  in  a  few  words  the  most  prominent  only. 

Tybee  is  the  entrance  to  Savannah  Eiver,  and  must,  for  the  present, 
be  blockaded,  though  large  vessels  could  lie  safely  in  the  channel  inside 
the  outer  buoys,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Pulaski,  in 
smooth  weather. 

Passing  over  Wassaw,  which  is  difBcult  of  entrance,  and  has  not 
been  surveyed,  we  come  to  Ossabaw  Inlet,  3^  miles  wide^  between 
Great  Wassaw  Island  on  the  north  and  Ossabaw  Island  on  the  south. 
Seventeen  feet  may  be  carried  over  the  outer  bar  through  a  narrow 
channel  which  divides  inside,  where  a  second  bar,  having  14  feet  of 
water  upon  it,  must  be  passed  to  enter  Ogeechee  Eiver.  Passing  again 
over  St.  Catherine's  Inlet,  of  which  the  bar  is  bad,  we  come  to  Sapelo 
Inlet,  the  entrance  to  Sapelo  Sound,  seven-eighths  of  a  mile  wide, 
between  St.  Catherine's  and  Blackbeard  islands. 

This  is  one  of  the  easiest  entrances  on  the  Southern  coast.  The  bar, 
which  is  very  narrow,  has  18  feet  of  water,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to 
change  the  course  once  to  enter  the  sound.  A  new  channel  across  this 
bar,  south  of  the  old  one,  was  discovered  by  the  Coast  Survey.  Break- 
ers, north  and  south  of  the  channel,  mark  the  entrance,  which  was  a 
most  convenient  one  when  buoyed. 

Doboy  Inlet  is  one  of  the  entrances  to  Altamaha  Sound  and  River, 
and  the  first  through  which  the  towu  of  Darieu  is  reached.  The  bar 
is  farther  to  seaward  [or  to  leeward]  than  Sapelo  Bar,  about  4  miles  ofl', 
and  the  entrance  is  more  than  a  mile  wide  between  Sapelo  and  Wolf 
islands. 

The  depth  of  water  is  sufficient  (not  less  than  24  feet),  but  the  chan- 
nel is  so  winding  that  all  the  assistance  of  lights  and  buoys  is  wanted 
to  navigate  it  in  safety.  Again,  passing  over  Altamaha  Inlet,  M'hich 
is  so  inferior  to  Doboy  that  the  latter  will  always  be  preferred,  we  come 
to  St.  Simon's  Inlet,  the  entrance  to  St.  Simon's  Sound,  leading  to 
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Brunswick  and  Blythe  islands,  which  is  about  a  mile  wide  between  St. 
Simon's  and  Jekyl  islands.  The  bar  is  5  miles  from  the  general  line  of 
coast,  but  is  only  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile*wide,  and  had  upon  it  a 
depth  of  17  feet  at  low  and  about  24  feet  at  high  water;  it  is  one  of 
the  best  of  these  openings.  Passing  again  over  the  entrance  to  St. 
Andrew's  Sound,  of  which  the  bar  is  bad,  we  come  to  the  last  of  the 
series,  Cumberland  Sound,  St.  Mary's  entrance,  Fernandina,  which  we 
have  described  at  length  in  our  Urst  memoir  on  the  occupation  of 
Fernandina. 

Thus  you  will  perceive  from  our  brief  enumeration  that  in  this  extent 
of  coast  of  but  little  more  than  100  miles  there  are,  exclusive  of  Tybee, 
five  harbors  of  refuge,  convenient,  well  situated,  and  by  no  means 
unequally  distributed  tluoughout  this  short  distance. 

An  equally  brief  notice  of  the  sounds  and  inlets  will  enable  you  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  business  and  navigation  which  would  be 
brought  under  control  by  the  military  and  naval  occupation  of  these 
waters  and  their  tributaries.  We  will  take  them  as  they  stand  in  their 
natural  order  of  position  from  north  to  south. 

All  that  relates  to  Calibogue  Sound  and  Tybee  entrance  must  be 
treated  separately,  because  the  possession  of  them  involves  the  capture 
of  Fort  Pulaski  and  Savannah. 

Wassaw  Sound  and  St.  Augustine  River  [Creek]  are  next.  They 
form,  in  fact,  a  second  entrance  into  Savannah  Kiver,  St.  Augustine 
Branch  uniting  with  the  main  stream  4  miles  below  Savannah.  Steam- 
boats from  Savannah  to  Fernandina,  or  the  St.  John's  Eiver,  pass  out 
at  Wassaw  Sound,  reentering  at  Ossabaw  or  Sapelo;  or  else  they  pass 
by  a  narrow,  tortuous,  and  shoal  channel  through  the  Eomerly  Marsh, 
south  of  Skiddaway  Island,  where  there  is  but  3J  feet  at  low  water. 
Vessels  are  warped  through. 

Ossabaw  Sound. — After  entering  this  sound  the  channel  divides. 
The  west  branch  leads  into  the  Great  Ogeechee  River,  which  has  a  bar 
of  14  feet;  the  east,  into  Vernon  River,  which  has  a  bar  of  12  feet  at 
the  entrance.  Deep  water  is  carried  up  the  Vernon  River  to  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Little  Ogeechee,  on  which  there  is  14  feet  of  water. 
Thirteen  feet  can  be  carried  up  to  Montgomery  on  the  Vernon  River, 
the  site  of  a  proposed  city,  but  in  fact  a  plantation.  The  Ogeechee 
River  heads  high  up  in  the  State  of  Georgia  and  has  rich  rice  planta- 
tions upon  its  banks;  there  is  10  feet  of  water  7  miles  up.  The  so- 
called  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf  Railroad,  from  Savannah  southwest, 
crosses  the  Ogeechee  about  26  miles  from  the  Ossabaw  Bar  and  15 
from  Savannah. 

St.  Catherine's  Sound. — Into  this  sound  empty  the  Med  way,  or  Sud- 
bury River,  which  has  rice  plantations  upon  its  banks  and  the  small 
village  of  Sudbury,  about  9  miles  from  the  sea,  and  also  Newport  River. 

Sapelo  Sound  is  a  broad  and  deep  sheet  of  water,  which  receives 
numerous  rivers  and  arms  of  the  sea,  or  creeks  of  no  special  importance. 
Sapelo  River  is  merely  a  continuation  of  Sapelo  Sound. 

Doboy  Sound  and  the  arms  of  the  sea  connected  with  it  occupy  a 
space  some  12  miles  wide  between  Sapelo  and  Altamaha  rivers.  Darien 
River  is  one  of  these  arms  and  the  old  town  of  Darien,  once  a  place  of 
considerable  business,  stands  on  the  left  hand  about  13  miles  from 
Sapelo  lighthouse.    Fifteen  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  to  Darien. 

Altamaha  Sound  is  much  interrupted  in  its  navigation  by  islands  and 
shoals,  but  Altamaha  River  and  its  tributaries  reach  the  center  of  the 
State,  Macon  being  upon  the  Ocmulgee,  one  of  its  two  principal 
branches. 
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St.  Simon's  Sound  and  Turtle  Eiver  lead  to  Brunswick  and  Blythe 
Island,  purchased  by  the  United  States  for  the  site  of  a  naval  depot. 

Frederica,  Mackay's,  and  Back  rivers,  which  ar^,  in  fact,  arms  of  the 
sea  or  creeks,  come  iu  at  the  eastern  head  of  the  sound.  Frederica 
Eiver  is  on  the  main  passage  between  Altamaha  and  St.  Simon's 
Sound,  next  to  St.  Simon's  Island. 

The  sound  is  about  4  miles  long  and  1  mile  wide.  From  the  bar  to 
Brunswick  is  about  13  miles  and  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  naval 
depot  about  15  miles.  The  navigation  is  easy  and  3J  fathoms  can  be 
carried  to  near  the  shore  of  Blythe  Island.  The  Brunswick  Railroad 
now  connects  with  the  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf  Kailroad.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  we  spoke  of  St.  Simon's  as  one  of  the  best  entrances 
on  the  Southern  coast,  and  we  may  add  that  it  is  specially  adapted  for 
a  naval  depot  at  this  period  and  for  the  particular  service  under  con- 
sideration. 

St.  Andrew's  Sound  receives  the  Saltilla  [Satilla]  Eiver  that  drains 
the  interior  of  the  southern  part  of  Georgia,  from  which  it  receives 
many  tributaries;  among  them  are  the  Little  Saltilla  |Safilla]  on  the 
northeast  and  the  Jekyl  on  the  north,  or  rather  the  Jekyl  Greek,  which, 
running  close  by  Jekyl  Island,  forms  part  of  the  communication 
between  Savannah  and  Frederica. 

Cumberland  Sound,  already  described  in  our  first  memoir,  completes 
the  list. 

In  the  above  enumeration  we  have  not  included  all  the  particulars 
in  our  possession.  We  have  merely  presented  a  sketch  or  outline  of 
this  region,  or,  of  its  means  of  intercommunication,  and  of  its  fertility; 
even  designed  to  be,  as  it  is,  a  mere  sketch,  it  would  be  incomplete  if 
we  were  not  to  repeat  at  the  conclusion  that  an  inland  passage  from 
Savannah  to  Fernandina,  long  used  by  steamboats  drawing  5  feet  of 
water,  unites  in  one  common  interest  and  intercourse  all  the  bays, 
sounds,  rivers,  and  inlets  of  which  we  have  given  but  little  more  than 
the  names.  A  superior  naval  power  must  command  the  whole  of  this 
division  of  the  coast.  It  will  be  occupied  by  the  party  or  nation, 
whichever  it  may  be,  that  chooses  to  place  armed  steamers  of  suitable 
draft  in  its  interior  waters,  and  fortifications  of  sufiQcient  strength  at 
the  mouth  of  its  inlets.  And  the  naval  power  that  commands  the  coast 
of  Georgia  will  command  the  State  of  Georgia. 

For  what  would  be  the  means  and  resources  of  the  government  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  hands  of  rebels  if  its  peculiar  productions 
could  only  find  a  market  by  passing  through  the  hands  of  its  loyal 
citizens  holding  offices  by  appointment  of  the  General  Government. 

Beyond  the  bars  of  the  inlets,  which  are  at  distances  from  the  land 
varying  from  l.J  to  5  miles,  the  exterior  seacoast  is  free  from  dangers. 
As  a  general  thing  between  1  and  5  fathoms  are  to  be  found  at  from  4 
to  6  miles  from  the  laud  all  the  way  from  Tybee  to  St.  Andrew's. 
Farther  south  the  slope  of  the  bottom  is  more  steep.  And  it  will 
serve  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  facility  with  which  this  coast  can  be 
approached  at  night  and  in  thick  weather  to  mention  that  at  an  aver- 
age distance  of  lU^  miles  the  depth  is  9.^  fathoms.  At  an  average  dis- 
tance of  24  miles  the  depth  is  11^  fathoms;  at  an  average  distance  of 
36  miles  the  depth  is  13i  fathoms;  at  an  average  distance  of  48  miles 
the  depth  is  15^  fathoms,  and  at  an  average  distance  of  60  miles  the 
depth  is  1 7  fathoms. 

At  the  same  time  the  depth  is  not  a  uniform  and  unfailing  test  of  the 
distance  from  the  laud  at  every  part  of  the  coast;  we  are  speaking  of 
averages  only. 
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Our  third  subsection  extends  from  Fernandlna  to  Cape  Florida,  and 
embraces  tbe  mouth  of  the  St.  John's,  the  harbor  of  St.  Augustine,  and 
all  the  east  coast  of  Florida.  St.  John's  and  St.  Augustine  will  be 
blockaded,  we  presume,  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  lower  coast  may  be  placed  under  the  scrutiny  of  two  or  more 
small  cruisers,  by  which  its  shores  will  be  continually  traversed,  and 
its  bays  inspected.  It  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  inhabited,  and  is  of  no 
great  consequence  as  a  convenient  place  of  resort  for  pirates.  Having 
tiuished  all  we  have  to  say  upon  the  sections  and  subsections  separately, 
we  will  offer  one  or  two  remarks  upon  the  general  blockade  of  the 
Southern  A-tlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  from  Gape  Henry  to  Cape 
Florida. 

In  the  administration  of  the  military  aftairs  of  the  country,  it  has 
been  found  expedient  to  increase  the  number  and  diminish  the  extent 
of  the  military  departments,  so  also  the  number  of  home  squadrons  has 
been  doubled. 

But  we  have  been  led  in  the  preparation  of  these  memoirs  to  enter- 
tain the  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous,  that  it  would  conduce 
still  further  to  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade,  if  each  of  the  two  sections 
into  which  we  have  divided  this  coast  were  made  a  naval  station  and 
comprised  the  limits  of  a  separate  command  analogous  to  the  military 
departments.  We  have  aimed  to  show  that  these  sections  possess  dis- 
tinct geograpical  features  and  require  distinct  treatment,  and  on  those 
distinctions  our  opinion  mainly  rests.  But  we  may  add,  that  if  this 
plan  were  adopted,  and  if  vessels  were  assigned  to  ports  and  stations 
under  the  common  rule  of  the  naval  service,  that  is,  until  relieved,  then 
the  commander  in  chief  while  at  sea  within  the  limits  of  his  command 
could,  so  short  is  tiie  distance,  communicate  with  the  whole  line  of  his 
blockading  squadron,  either  in  person  or  by  his  tender,  every  day,  or 
every  two  days  during  ordinary  weather. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servants, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  Fresident. 
A.  D.  Bache, 
Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Member. 
J.  G.  Baknard, 
Major,  U.  S.  Engineers,  Member. 

C.  H.  Davis, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Member  and  Secretary. 

Hon.  GriDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Captain  Du  Pout,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
requesting  a  continuance  of  the  services  of  Major  Barnard,  U.  S.  Army, 
in  conference. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  2, 1861. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  confer- 
ence last  evening,  1  was  instructed  respectfully  to  request  you  to  apply 
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in  its  name  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  the  continuation  of 
the  counsel  and  services  of  Major  Barnard,  of  the  Engineer  [Corps]. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Captain  and  President. 
C.  II.  Davis, 
Commander  and  Secretary. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nqivy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Captain  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
view  of  proposed  cooperation  irith  the  War  Department  J  or  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 

Confidential.] 

Navy  Department,  Aur/ust  3, 1861. 
Sir:  The  invasion  and  occupation  of  the  seacoasts  of  the  States  in 
rebellion,  as  proposed  by  the  Navy  Department,  having  been  accepted 
by  the  Government,  and  an  olMcer  of  great  merit  designated  by  the 
War  Department  to  organize  the  expedition  in  conjunction  with  the 
Navy,  you  are  hereby  selected  to  cooperate  with  this  officer. 

The  importance  of  this  exi)edition  upon  the  flank  of  tlie  enemy  can 
not  be  overestimated;  and  in  confiding  its  preparation  and  organiza- 
tion to  your  hands,  the  Department  hereby  gives  you  the  full  authority 
necessary  to  nisure  success.  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  as  early 
as  practicable  and  communicate  this'  order  to  the  officer  selected  by 
the  War  Department,  and  you  will  lose  no  time  in  getting  afloat. 
Further  orders  will  be  transmitted  to  you  before  sailing. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  S.  V.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Professor  Bache,  Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  to 
Captain  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regardimj  the  'closing  of  the  entrance 
to  Charleston  Harbor  by  sunlicn  vessels. 

September  4,  1861. 
Dear  Captain:  I  think  well  of  Fox's  idea  ofclosing  up  that  entrance, 
and  will  bring  you  the  evidence  for  examination  to-night. 
Yours, 

A.  D.  B[ACHE]. 
Captain  S,  F.  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  depredations  com- 
mitted upon  Florida  light-houses. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusadee, 
Navy  Yard,  New  Yorlc,  September  6,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Light- llouse  Board,  that  on  the  -!-d  August  a  gang  of  pirates  from 
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Saint  Augustine  visited  the  lighthouse  at  Jupiter  and  removed  from 
it  the  lenses  and  all  the  illuminating  apparatus.  They  then  proceeded 
to  Gape  Florida  light,  the  lenses  of  which  they  broke  and  destroyed. 

I  have  to  recommend  that  early  measures  be  adopted  for  the  security 
of  the  lights  ou  the  reef.  Their  loss  for  ji  single  night  would  be  disas- 
trous. A  small  steamer  of  light  draft,  such  as  the  Gorwin,  being  sta- 
tioned on  the  reef  for  this  duty,  could,  by  activity,  elfectually  deter  the 
outlaws  from  further  acts  of  violence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  AuGs.  Craven, 


(Jommander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

tiecretary  of  tlie  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  nrrjing  prepara- 
tions for  the  Port  Royal  expedition. 

Executive  Mansion,  September  18, 1861. 
My  Dear  Sir:  To  guard  against  misunderstanding,  I  think  fit  to 
say  that  the  joint  expedition  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  agreed  upon  some 
time  since,  and  in  which  General  T.  W.  Sherman  was  and  is  to  bear  a 
conspicuous  part,  is  in  no  wise  to  be  abandoned,  but  must  be  ready  to 
move  by  the  1st  of,  or  very  early  in  October.  Let  all  i)reparations  go 
forward  accordingly. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
assume  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Departmeivt,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  have  decided  to  divide  the  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  at  the  junction  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  have 
intrusted  the  northern  division  to  Captain  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  who 
hoists  his  flag  at  Hampton  lioads  tomorrow.  Keposiiig  equal  confi- 
dence in  your  capacity  and  energy,  you  are  hereby  detached  from  the 
command  of  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard  and  assigned  to  the  southern 
division,  extending  to  Ca])e  Florida.  The  Wabash  has  been  ordered  to 
New  York,  where  you  will  join  her  and  hoist  your  flag.  Further 
instructions  will  be  given  before  your  departure. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  addressed  to  Captain   Goldsborough, 
which  you  will  also  consider  as  part  of  your  instructions. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommandimj  Southern  Bloclcading  S<iuadron. 


'  hue  (Sorius  J,  vol.  (j,  p.  2c>o. 
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Report  of  Captain  IHi  Font,  IT.  8.  Navy,  acknowledgino  Im  assignment  to 

the  command  of  the  South  A  tlantic  Bloalcading  Squadron  a7id  applying 

for  certain  vessels.  * 

Washing'J'ON,  September  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's order  of  this  date,  appointing  ine  to  the  command  of  the  South- 
ern Blockading  Squadron. 

This  mark  of  confidence,  with  its  grave  responsibilities,  was  not 
looked  for  by  me,  but  with  God's  support  and  direction  I  will  not 
disappoint  the  Department. 

The  order  of  to-day  was  doubtless  intended  to  add  vigor  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Department's  instructions  previously  given  me,  and  I 
avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  oHer  a  suggestion  in  reference  to  the 
expeditions  ordered  by  the  Department  which  may  aid  in  giving  them 
such  efficiency  as  circumstances  will  i)ermit. 

On  the  southern  coast  (Atlantic)  the  Department  is  aware  that  the 
expedition  now  contemplated  can  not  have  the  covering  support  of  our  ' 
great  steam  frigates,  as  at  Hatteras,  and  while  the  ships  purchased  and 
converted  into  vessels  of  war  by  the  remarkable  energy  of  the  Depart- 
ment are  of  the  utmost  value,  not  only  for  blockading  but  for  attacking, 
yet  it  would  be  desirable  that  these  ships  should  not  be  the  first  to  come 
under  the  fire  of  the  forts;  not  so  much  because  their  guns  are  lighter, 
but  owing  to  their  very  light  scantling,  a  point  whicli  the  practical 
knowledge  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  will  fully  appieciate. 

If  the  Department,  therefore,  can  spare  me,  for  a  short  time,  the 
Pan-nee,  Iroffiiois,  Mohican,  and  Seminole,  carrying  as  they  do  Xlinch 
guns,  with  the  three  or  ibur  gunboats  which  1  earnestly  trust  will  be 
finished  in  time,  we  shall  have  a  force  calculated  to  stand  the  brunt  of 
the  first  attack  from  the  forts.  So  soon  as  the  expeditions  are  through 
these  valuable  vessels  can  be  apportioned  to  the  difterent  squadrons  as 
the  Department  may  deem  best,  remarking  only  that  the  general 
composition  of  the  southern  squadron  should  be  vessels  of  light  draft. 

On  the  receipt  of  my  first  orders  the  Department  kindly  promised 
that  a  special  battalion  of  300  marines  should  be  attached  to  my  com- 
mand, and  the  Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Corps  received  orders 
accordingly.  Will  the  Department  please  renew  its  order,  in  view  of 
the  very  short  time  now  left  to  be  ready. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  l'\  Du  Pont, 
Captain,  Commanding  Southern  liloclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[IndorHement.] 

Let  the  vessels  be  detailed  for  duty  as  requested. 

W[ELLES]. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  io  the  Colonel  Commandant   TJ.   S. 
Marine  Corps,  regarding  the  preparation  of  battalion. 

Navy  Depaktment,  September  19, 1861. 
Sir:  Ton  will  have  the  battalion  of  marines,  which  you  had  verbal 
orders  to  prepare,  ready  to  move  from  the  1st  to  the  oth  of  October. 
Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Colonel  Jno.  Harris, 

Commandant   U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  J).  C. 
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Letter  frovi  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  requesting 
an  issue  of  rifles  for  marines  under  ord^-s  for  special  service. 

Navy  Department,  Scptemher  34,  J861. 
Sir:  J  bave  the  honor  to  request  tbat  you  cause  to  be  issued  imune- 
(liately,  for  special  service,  300  rifled  muskets,  caliber  .58,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States  iDariiies,  to  be  delivered  at  headquarters  to  Major 
William  B.  Slack,  quartermaster  Marine  Corps.  A  battalion  of  300 
marines  is  to  leave  with  the  fleet  for  important  operations  connected 
with  the  movements  of  our  squadrons,  and  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  furnish  them  with  the  same  musket  which  the  Marine  Corps  have 
heretofore  used,  viz,  the  Springfield  rifle,  caliber  .58. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Telegmin.] 

Navy  Department,  September  2S,  1861. 
Purchase  the  boats  Flag-Officer  )>u  Pont  requires.     An  order  will  go 
to-day  relative  to  the  other  suggestions. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Geo.  D.  Morgan, 

Neic  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Oflicer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
authorizing  the  employment  of  contrabands  on  board  ships  of  uar. 

Navy  Department,  September  3-'>,  isci. 
Sir:  The  Department  finds  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  regulation  with 
respect  to  the  large  and  increasing  number  of  ])ersoDHof  color,  com- 
monly known  as  ''  contraband,"  now  subsisted  at  the  navy  yards  and 
on  board  of  ships  of  war.  They  can  neither  be  exi)ellod  from  the  service 
to  which  they  have  resorted  nor  can  tliey  be  maintained  unemployed; 
and  it  is  not  proper  that  they  should  be  coinpelled  to  render  necessary 
and  regular  services  without  a  stated  compensation.  Yon  are  therefore 
authorized,  when  their  services  can  be  made  useful,  to  enlist  them  for 
the  naval  service  under  the  same  forms  and  regulations  as  apply  to 
other  enlistments.  They  will  be  allowed.  Imwever,  no  higher  rating 
than  boys,  at  a  compensation  of  $10  per  month  and  one  ration  a  day. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 

Appointed  to  Command  Southern  Atlaniic  Squadron, 

Wilmington,  Del. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  T>u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
trasmitting  copy  of  letter  from  a  loyal  citizen  in  the  Southern  States 
regarding  condition  of  affairs  in  the  South. 

Navy  Depar'IMKNT,  October  2,  3861. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter,  without  i.'ame,  addressed  to 
theSecretaryof  War,au(l  by  him  referred  to  this  Department.  Although 
the  name  is  withheld,  the  facts  stated  are  interesting  and  valuable. 
Very  respectfully, 

GiDKf)N  Welles. 
Flag-Oflicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron,  Sovthern  ]>ivision. 
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Sir:  A  loyal  citizen  of  a  Southern  State,  I  have  some  information  which  may  he 
useful  to  the  Government.  The  New  York  Herald's  account  of  the  Confederate 
Army,  published  September  20,  is  correct  in  regard  to  those  regiments  with  which  I 
am  acquainted.  Large  numbers  of  guns,  many  of  large  si^,  8-inch  and  over,  have 
been  placed  in  Fort  Pulaski,  in  batteries  near  Tybee  light,  at  Ossabaw,  etc.  At 
Ossabaw  there  are  four  ten-gun  li.itteries  bearing  upon  the  channel.  Fort  Jackson 
is  not  DOW  occupied,  but  guna  are  in  position,  and  it  is  ready  for  occupation  upon 
alarm.  Fort  Pulaski  is  said  to  contaiu  all  the  men  necessary  to  man  its  full  comple- 
ment of  guns,  of  whom  the  Chatham  Artillery,  of  considerable  practice,  are  part. 

The  Confederates  fear  that  our  vessels  will  take  the  North  Channel,  said  to  have 
20  feet  of  water,  avoid  the  Tybee  Channel  batteries,  and,  with  light-draft  vessels, 
take  up  positions  unfavorable  to  Fort  Pulaski  and  perhaps  pass  up  tlie  river. 

At  Griffin,  Ga.,  there  is  a  large  camp  said  to  contain  16,000  men,  who  are  held  in 
readiness  to  be  moved  to  the  coast  the  moment  there  is  any  appearance  of  an  attempt 
to  land.  It  is  composed  of  up-countrymen,  who  are  more  afraid  of  the  malarious  dis- 
tricts on  the  coast  than  even  Northerners.  If  they  should  be  called  to  the  coast  even 
by  a  strong  feint  the  injury  and  annoyance  would  be  great,  especially  at  this  season. 
All  points  on  Tybee  Island  supposed  to  be  practicable  fot landing  are  protected  by 
land  batteries. 

Edward  Anderson,  formerly  in  the  Navy,  went  to  Europe  some  mouths  since  in  the 
English  yacht  (formerly  the  America),  as  said,  partlj  to  buy  two  iron-plated  steam 
war  vessels.  Commodore  Tattnall,  with  a  fleet  of  gunboats  made  from  the  rivertow- 
boats  and  steamers,  armed  with  heavy  guns,  has  been  for  sometime  waiting  their 
arrival  to  assist  in  driving  off  any  United  States  vessel  or  vessels  that  may  be  off  the 
bar  at  the  time.  I  am  convinced  from  careful  examination  of  the  subject  that  a  few 
small  properly  constructed  iron-plated  vessels  conld  pass  Fort  Pulaski,  disable  Fort 
Jackson,  and  thereafter  take  such  a  position  as  to  either  compel  the  surrender  of  the 
town  and  the  forts  or  to  enable  them  to  destroy  the  city  and  retire  in  perfect  safety. 
By  passing  up  Back  Kiver  they  could  ascend  the  river  to  the  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nah Kailroad  bridge  and  destroy  the  communication  by  that  route.  Then,  by  drop- 
ping down  Front  Kiver  to  within  1  mile  of  the  city  they  could  completely  command 
the  track  of  the  Central  Railroad  and  workshops,  in  which  a  double  set  of  hands  are 
employed  ou  gun  carriages.  These  vessels  should  be  built  broad  and  of  light  draft. 
Such  vessels  might  pass  Fort  Pulaski  without  replying  to  its  fire,  or  if  the  enemy 
were  sheiled  out  of  the  open  batteries  at  Ossabaw,  as  at  Hatteras,  the  way  would 
be  open  to  Savannah  via  St.  Augustine  Creek,  with  only  Fort  Jackson  to.  silence, 
provided  tlie  enemy  were  not  given  time  to  erect  batteries  at  Thunderbolt  and- 
Causton's  Bluff. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  stock  in  the  Savannah  Side  Wheel  Steamship  Company  belonged 
to  the  Central  Railroad  Company  of  Georgia,  which  has  vigorously  transported  men, 
guns,  and  all  war  material,  and  in  various  other  ways  assisted  the  rebellion.  It  also 
owned  a  large  share  in  the  CuyUr,  Montgoviery,  and  Nu>itsnille,  all  of  which  are,  I 
believe,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  and  probably  come  under  the  confiscation 
act.  A  share  of  the  propellers  also  belongs  to  the  Savannah  agents,  of  whom  Henry 
Bingham  is  now  in  New  York  looking  after  his  interests. 

The  claims  made  of  the  unanimity  of  the  people  of  the  South  in  their  undertaking 
are  not  well  founded. 

The  expressions  of  opinion  are  unanimous,  but  not  less  than  300  of  the  middle-aged 
men  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  comprising  a  majority  of  the  business  men  of  the  place, 
are  secretly  loyal.  The  great  fear  among  many  of  them  is  that  the  United  States 
Government  does  not  know  how  strong  the  rebels  arc  at  home,  and  that  consequently 
the  war  will  not  be  prosecuted  with  the  required  vigor.  A  fear  is,  however,  beginning 
to  arise  among  them  that  there  is  to  be  difficulty  in  distinguishing  unwilling  and 
coerced  citizens  from  active  traitors. 

Being  entirely  unrepresented  in  Congress,  or  any  part  of  the  Government,  they  are 
beginning  to  feel  very  bitterly  the  neglect  and  misunderstanding  of  their  condition 
and  their  necessities  which  naturally  grow  [out]  of  it.  It  was  one  of  the  many 
neglected  duties  of  Congress  at  its  last  session  [not]  to  have  adopted  some  plan  by 
which  the  oppressed  loyal  men  of  the  South  could  have  been  represented  and  heard. 

I  hope  soon  to  be  in  possession  of  more  accurate,  fresh,  and  full  information.    I 
have  no  way  at  present  of  proving  my  loyalty  and  good  faith  except  so  far  as  this 
act  and  a  simple  claim  to  the  same  may  be  proof.    I  do  not  give  my  name  at  this 
time,  but  in  a  few  days  I  may  be  enabled  to  do  so  with  safety. 
Yours,  Irrnly. 

Mr.  Camehon, 

Secrelurij  of  War. 


212        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[Telo^ram.] 

Nkw  York,  October  T,  1861. 
Captain  Du  Pont,  says  that  in  order  to  get  ^uch  vessels  that  will  in- 
sure success  he  will  be  unable  to  leave  New  York  before  Tuesday  next, 
so  as  to  leave  Old  Point  by  the  18th.  In  consequence  of  an  unexpected 
delay  and  hiuderance  in  getting  off  our  ordnance,  I  regret  to  say  that 
it  will  be  impracticable  for  the  army  force  to  be  ready  before  that  time. 
I  am  doing  my  utmost,  but  the  ordnance  delays  us. 

T.  W.  Shbkman, 

lirigadier-Oeneral. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  7, 18G1. 
The  store  vessel  Gouritr  will  go  with  you,  instead  of  to  Hatteras. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Asuistant  Secretary, 
Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Astor  Mounc,  Ifeir  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  8,  1861. 
Order,s  went  to  Wabash  24th  September.     Gould  not  some  of  your 
vessels  be  sent  ott'  Georgia  to  intercept  the  vessels  expected  from 
England?     Would  it  interfere? 

Gideon  Welles. 
Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Astor  House,  New  YorJc. 


Telegram.] 

New  York,  October  9,  1861. 
1  have  but  two  gunboats  and  the  Florida  and  James  Adger  ready. 
The  tiusquehanna  is  the  most  fitting  vessel  to  send  off  Georgia. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Wash- 
ington, regarding  movements  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  October  11, 1861. 
Sir:  Several  of  the  steamers  employed  for  the  transportation  of 
troojjs  leave  New  York  to-morrow  and  will  be  at  Annapolis  on  Monday. 
You  will  send  to  that  port  two  of  the  river  boats,  to  be  used  for  the 
embarkation  of  the  troops.  After  this  duty  is  performed  let  them 
return. 

The  Seminole,  Pocahontas,  Pawnee,  and  E.  Ji.  Forbes  will   probably 
move  down  the  river  Tuesday  eveniiig. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  JoilN  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  1).  C. 
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[Telegram.] 

New  YoRi^,  October  11,  1S61. 
The  coal  will  be  attended  to.  We  are  working  hard  to  leave  Tuesday, 
and  hope  to  do  so  by  postponinji'  repairs  on  Wabash,  which,  though 
desirable,  are  not  indispensably  necessary.  I  would  like  much  to  see 
you.  If  you  leave  Saturday  night  you  can  be  with  , us  Monday  and  be 
of  great  service. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
(J.  V.  Fox. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  T)u  Pont,  IJ.  8.  Navy, 

regarding  the  instruction   and  assignment  of  volunteers    under    his 

command. 

Navy  Department,  October  11,  ISdl. 

Sir:  In  this  great  emergency  the  Department  has  made  many 
appointments  from  outside  of  the  Navy  for  the  numerous  vessels  fitted 
out.  It  made  them  upon  the  best  recommendations  possible  to  be 
obtained,  but  in  several  melancholy  instances  has  been  deceived. 

The  Department  relies  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  flag-officers  to  watch 
over  these  apx)oiutments,  instruct  them  carefully  in  their  duties,  perfect 
them  in  their  drill  at  great  guns  and  small  arras,  but  to  take  care  that 
no  movement  is  hazarded  by  being  confided  to  incompetent  hands. 

The  loss  of  one  of  our  useful  steam  tugs,  most  of  which  are  com- 
manded by  persons  from  the  merchant  service,  would  be  felt  far  beyond 
its  pecuniary  value,  as  the  ofl'ensive  operations  of  the  Navy  thus  far 
have  been  skillful  and  successful.  You  will  make  sucli  changes  in  the 
commanders  of  those  vessels  and  the  subordinate  officers  as  shall 
insure  their  safety  and  efficiency,  reporting  your  action  to  the  Depart- 
ment. The  patriotism  of  the  merchant  service  gives  us  a  volunteer 
force  of  excellent  seamen,  brave  and  loyal,  and  yon  will  take  care  that 
the  inefficient  under  your  command  are  removed  immediately  from 
positions  of  trust,  and  if  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts  shall  war- 
rant it,  you  will  send  any  one  home,  furnishing  the  Department  with 
the  written  evidence  upon  which  your  action  was  based. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  vessels  assigned  to  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  October  12,  18H1. 

SiE:  Upon  your  departure  from  Hampton  Koads,  assume  the  block- 
ade of  the  southern  division  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  commencing  at  the 
junction  of  North  and  South  Carolina. 

In  addition  to  the  force  that  has  reported  to  you  at  New  York,  and 
that  which  has  been  ordered  from  the  Potomac  to  join  you  at  Hampton 
Koads,  the  following  vessels,  now  on  the  South  Atlantic  coast,  will 
form  part  of  your  squadron,  viz  : 

Sabine,  Captain  Ringgold,  off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Vandalia,  Lieutenant  Haggerty,*  off  Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina. 

'Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  relieved  of  the  comuiand  of  tho  U.  S.  S. 
Vandalia  by  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Haggerty,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  October  22, 186L 
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Susquehanna,  Captain  Lardner,  off  Charlestou,  S.  C. 

Flag,  Commander  Sartori,  off  Charleston,  S.  O. 

Savannah,  Commander  Missroon,  off'  SavaBnab,  Ga. 

St.  Lawrence,  Captain  Parviance,  off  St.  Simons,  Ga. 

Bale,  Commander  Yard,  off'  Fernandina,  Fla. 

The  Eoanoke  is  now  off'  Charleston  and  the  Susquehanna  off  Beaufort, 
but  an  exchange  has  been  ordered. 

The  following  are  the  vessels  that  have  been  ordered  from  the  Poto- 
mac to  report  to  you  at  Hampton  Eoads: 

Seminole,  Commander  J.  P.  Gillis;  Pawnee,  Lieutenant-Commanding 
Wyman;  Poca/to/tias,  Commander  Drayton;  E.  U.  Forfc.es,  Lieutenant 
Newcomb,  and  also  the  Penguin,  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  if  in  a 
suitable  condition  for  service  on  the  Southern  coast. 

They  will  leave  Washington  not  later  than  Wednesday  morning 
next. 

Whenever  it  becomes  imperative,  you  can  send  any  vessel  to  Hamp- 
ton Eoads  for  supplies  and  repairs,  or  farther  north,  as  your  judgment 
shall  dictate. 

So  soon  as  you  can  possibly  spare  the  tug  R.  B.  Forbes,  send  her  into 
the  (lulf  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  McKean. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wklles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Appointed  to  Command  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Instructions  fi-om  the.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  cooperative  measures  for  the  occupation  of  certain 
important  2>oints  on  the  Southern,  coast. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  October  12,  1861. 

SiK:  In  order  to  suppress  the  present  insurrection  and  maintain  our 
Union  and  nationality,  the  Government  can  not  delay  vigorous  and 
effet;tive  measures  upon  our  Southern  coast.  By  the  proclamation*  of 
the  President,  on  the  i9th  of  April,  a  blockade  has  been  declared,  and 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  region  of  country  that  is  in  insurrec- 
tion interdicted.  In  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  are  persistently  sought  to  be  evaded,  and  to  extinguish 
the  rebellion,  it  is  necessary  to  take  possession  of  certain  important 
points  upon  our  Southern  coast  where  our  scjuadrons  may  find  shelter 
and  have  a  depot,  and  from  which  the  loyal  citizens  of  those  quarters 
may  be  protected. 

In  examining  the  various  points  upon  the  coast,  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  Bull's  Bay,  St.  Helena,  Port  Royal,  and  Fernandina  are 
each  and  all  accessible  and  desirable  points  for  the  purposes  indicated, 
and  the  Government  had  decided  to  take  possession  of  at  least  two  of 
them.  Which  of  the  two  shall  be  thus  occupied  will  be  committed  to 
your  discretion,  after  obtaining  the  best  information  you  can  in  regard 
to  them.  Much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  the  combined  wisdom  and 
judgment  of  yourself  and  the  general  in  command  after  you  shall  have 
obtained  the  facts  and  details. 

The  long  and  elaborate  investigation  which  you  have  given  the  sub- 
ject during  the  summer  and  fall  as  a  member  of  the  board  selected  for 
that  especial  object,  enables  you,  with  the  free  communication  you  have 

*  See  Series  I,  vol.  6,  pp.  619,  620. 
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bad  with  the  Department,  to  biiug  to  the  subject  a  very  thorougli  knowl- 
edge of  the  whole  details  and  purposes  of  the  Govoi  uinent. 

The  meu  and  means  embarked  iu  this  expedition  are  of  such  magni- 
tude that  the  country  lias  reason  to  expect  thel•ef^)lll  great "ttiid  giat- 
ifying  results.  It  is  believed  tliat  no  more  effective  blows  can  be  inflicted 
upon  those  who  are  engaged  in  this  causeless  and  unnatural  rebellion 
than  by  naval  expeditions  and  demonstrations  on  the  coast. 

Great  power  is  necessarily  intrusted  to  you,  and  with  it  great  confi- 
dence iu  your  discretion,  courage,  and  ability  to  guide  and  direct  the 
energies  of  the  brave  aud  loyal  meu  who  gladly  peril  their  lives  uuder 
your  lead  to  vindicate  the  nationality  of  the  flag,  sustain  the  integrity 
of  the  Union,  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution,  and  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  laws.  On  your  well  directed  efforts  and  those  of 
your  associates  will  depend  in  a  great  degree  the  speedy  and  successful 
termination  of  this  unhappy  contest. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  enjoin  upon  you  to  improve  every  favorable 
opportunity  to  cultivate  friendly  feelings  with  the  people,  aud  induce 
them  to  return  to  their  duty  and  their  allegiance.  Impress  upon  them 
the  desire  of  the  Government  and  their  lellow  citizens  for  a  return  of 
those  peaceful  relations  which  once  existed,  and  which  ought  never  to 
have  been  interrupted.  Your  acts  and  words,  on  all  occasions,  you  will 
make  correspond  with  these  declarations. 

The  military  force,  which,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
accompanies  the  naval  expedition,  will  cooperate  with  you  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  possession  of  and  holding,  as  stated,  at  least  two  of  the 
places  that  have  been  enumerated,  and  in  concert  with  you,  ta.king  other 
measures  for. maintaining  the  national  authority  and  enforcing  theexe 
cution  of  the  laws. 

By  a  recent  order*  of  the  President,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  for- 
warded to  you,  flag-ofiicers  rank  as  major-generals;  but  no  ofl&cer  of  the 
Army  or  Navy,  whatever  may  be  his  rank,  can  assume  any  direct  com- 
mand, iudeijendent  of  consent,  over  an  officer  of  the  other  service, 
excepting  only  when  land  forces  are  expressly  embarked  iu  vessels  of 
war  to  do  the  duty  of  marines. 

The  President  expects  and  requires,  however,  the  most  cordial  and 
effectual  cooperation  between  the  officers  of  the  two  services  in  taking 
possession  of  aud  holding  the  posts  and  positions  on  our  Southern  coast 
which  are  designated  iu  these  instructions,  aud  will  hold  any  com- 
mander of  either  branch  to  a  strict  responsibility  for  any  failure  to  pro- 
cure harmony  and  secure  the  objects  proposed. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

GiuKON  Welles. 

[Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont.] 


Order  of  ihe  Hecretury  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  U.  8.  S.  Gurleic. 

Navy  Depaei'MENt,  October  12, 1861. 
Sir:  So  soon  as  you  can  spare  the  Curlew  from  your  expedition,  you 
will  dispatch  that  vessel  north  to  continue  her  experimental  cruise. 
She  might  come  home  with  dispatches. 
1  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandimj  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Yorl. 


'  See  Serica  J,  vol.  6,  p.  293. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navi/  to  Flag- Officer  J)u  Pont,  TT.  S.  Navy, 
tranHviitting  request  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  naval  pro- 
tection of  Florida  lights. 

Navy  Department,  October  11,  1861. 
SiK :  The  Department  herewith  eucloses,  aud  invites  your  early  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  reterred  to,  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  tlie 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  lltli  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  lights  on  the  Florida  coast  and  reef,  which  he  desires 
may  be  protected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gibbon  Wklles. 

Saml.  F.  Dii  Pont, 

Appointed  to  Commaiiil  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads. 

[Kiiclosuru.] 

Treasury  Department,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  A  hand  of  lawless  persons  have  recently  attacked  the  light-house 
and  destroyed  or  removed  the  expensive  illuminating  ap])aratus  from 
the  two  important  lights,  Jupiter  Inlet  and  Cape  Florida,  and  the 
Department  has  been  informed  that  the  two  imjwrtant  lights  at  (Jarys- 
fort  Keef  aud  at  Dry  Bank,  near  Sombrero  Key  on  the  Florida  Reefs, 
have  been  threatened. 

Commander  Pickering,  lately  the  light-house  inspector  on  that  coast, 
is  of  thp  opinion  (and  in  this  opinion  the  Light-House  Board  fully  con- 
curs) that  a  small  vessel  properly  armed,  not  drawing  over  7  feet  of 
water,  could  protect  all  the  lights  on  the  Florida  Reefs  and  do  other 
efMcient  service  by  cruising  in  the  Hawk  Channel  between  Cape  Florida 
and  Sombrero  Key.  There  are,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Coast  Survey 
charts,  entrances  through  the  reef  from  the  Florida  Reefs  into  Hawk 
Channel  south  of  Cape  Florida. 

This  Department  has  received  numerous  communications  on  this 
subject  from  merchants,  presidents  of  insurance  companies,  and  from 
other  sources  of  the  highest  respectability. 

I  would  be  jdeased,  therefore,  if  the  exigencies  of  the  naval  service 
would  allow  of  the  employment  of  such  a  force  along  and  inside  of  the 
Florida  Reefs. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


(TelcEram.] 


Annapolis,  October  11,  1861. 
No  newR.     President  in  a  great  hurry.     When  will  the  Navy  be  con 
centrated  at  the  rendezvous"? 

T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Commodore  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        217 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Naoy  to  Flay- Officer  Du  I'ont,  V.  8.  Xavy, 
regarding  measures  for  preventing  the  shipment  of  supplies  to  the  enemy. 

Navy  Department,  October  14, 1861.  ■ 
Sir:  I  herewith  euclose  aTi  extract  from  a  dispatch  addressed  to  the 
Hon.  VVilliaui  II.  Seward  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  in  whicli  he  sup:p;ests  the  propriety  of  directing  a  vessel  of 
war  to  cruise  in  the  Gulf  Stream  between  Nassau  and  the  Florida  coast, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  shipment  of  supplies  to  the  rebels. 
The  Department  thinks  the  suggestion  a  good  one,  and  that  you  should 
carry  it  out  when  the  force  under  your  command^  will  warrant  it. 
1  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

llamj)ton  Roads,   Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Colonel- Commandant  IT.  S.  Marine 
Corps  for  the  immediate  departure  of  marines  on  coast  expedition. 

Navy  Department,  October  15,  1861. 
Sir:  The  battalion  oK  marines  under  command  of  Major  Reynolds, 
which  is  to  form  part  of  the  coast  expedition,  will  embark  forthwith  on 
the  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  and  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  where  they  will 
report  to  Fl»g-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  on  board  the  Wabash. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Ool.  John  Harris, 

Colonel  Commandant  V.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Washington. 


General  order  from  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  for  the  departure 
from  Neiv  York  of  the  vessels  under  his  command. 

Circular.]  New  York,  October  15,  1861. 

Sir:  Until  further  instructions  are  issued,  the  following  general 
orders  will  be  observed  in  the  sailing  of  the  squndron: 

1st.  The  ships  composing  the  squadron  will,  on  signals  being  made, 
get  underway  in  the  succession  hereinafter  mentioned  and  take  up  the 
simple  order  of  sailing  of  the  line  ahead,  the  flagship  forming  the  lead- 
ing ship  of  the  line  and  the  courses  varying  with  the  channels. 

The  order  of  succession  will  be  according  to  rank. 

2d.  After  passing  Sandy  Hook  and  hauling  to  the  southward,  the 
squadron  will,  on  signal  being  made,  form  the  general  order  on  two  lines 
of  bearing  making  a  salient  angle  of  90  degrees,  eacli  ship  making  an 
angle  of  45  degrees  from  the  course  with  the  bow  and  135  degrees  with 
the  quarter  ships,  the  commander  in  chief  occupying  the  vertex  of  the 
angle. 

To  form  this  order  the  ships  will  pass  alternately  to  the  port  and 
starboard  lines  of  bearing,  commencing  with  the  senior  olticer  (after 
the  flag-officer)  present,  who  will  begin  the  maneuver  by  putting  his 
helm  to  starboard,  when  the  movement  will  be  simultaneous  through- 
out the  squadron. 
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The  distance  or  interval  between  tlie  sbips  in  the  line  ahead  will  be 
one  cable's  length,  and  in  the  doable  lino  of  bearing  two  cables'  lengths. 
Very  respectfully,  , 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Commander  J.  E.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida. 

V.  S. — In  the  event  of  separation,  the  rendezvous  is  Hampton  Roads. 

S.  F.  D. 


lieport  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  C  »S'.  Navy,  of  his  departure  from  Neio 
York  with  the  vessels  of  his  command. 

Steam  PKiGATJi  Wabash, 
tSandy  Hook,  October  16,  1861. 
SiK:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  to  the  Department  that  I  left 
to-day  at  1  p.  m.  the  anchorage  off  the  Battery,  accompanied  by  the 
steamers  Florida,  Augusta,  and  Alabama,  and  the  gunboats  Unadilla 
and  Ottaioa,  to  be  followed  in  a  few  hours  by  the  Seneca. 

1  leave  behind  at  the  navy  yard  the  Bienrille,  Isaac  Smith,  Pembina, 
Shawsheen,  Ellen,  and  Whitehall. 

Having  sent  off  the  Adger  and  Gurleir,  I  feel  a  great  desire  the  Bien- 
ville should  be  i)ushed  forwaid. 

The  3fohican  arrived  in  the  uiglit.     She  had  a  heavy  gale  after  leav- 
ing Boston ;  she  follows  to  morrow  night,  wanting  some  men,  etc. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient,  servant, 

8.  F.  J)u  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kary,  Washi iigtou. 


Order  of  FJag-Officer  Du  Pont,  I'.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Nicholson, 
U.  S.  Navy,  nrging  dispatch  in  the  preparation  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Isaac 
Smith. 

Ste,\.ji  FkigA'I'e  Wabash,  October  16,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Isaac  Smith,  under  your  command,  has  been  assigned  to 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.      Flag-OfiHcer  Breese  will 
indicate  the  point  of  rendezvous.    1  write  to  urge  upon  you  every  exer- 
tion that  will  accelerate  your  departure. 

If  you  can  leave  on  Thursday  evening  you  caii  overtake  me  in  the 
roads;  if  later,  there  will  be  no  certainty.    I  shall  bo  much  disappointed 
not  to  have  the  Isaac  Smith  with  jne. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  l'\  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Lieutenant  Gommanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Commanding  Isaac  Smith. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Baukhead 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  LT.  S.  S.  Pembina.  \  ' 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Se-cretary  of  the  Navy 
regarding  measures  for  mahing  hydrographie  surveys. 

Treasury  Department,  October  17,  I8(ii. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  requesting  that  authority  may  be  given  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Coast  Survey  to  attach  the  steamer  Vixen  and 
schooner  Arago  to  the  fleet  under  command  of  Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du 
Pont,  for  tlie  purpose  of  making  hydrographic  surveys. 

I  enclose  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  authorizing  him  to  comply  with  your  request  should  the  vessels 
be  available. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[Enclosure.] 

Treasury  Department,  October  17,  I8(il. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,  under  date  of  the  16th 
instant,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  that  the  steamer 
Yixen  and  schooner  Arago  may  be  attached  to  the  fleet  under  command 
of  Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont  for  the  purpose  of  making  hydrographic 
surveys. 

Should  the  said  vessels  be  available  for  the  purpose  indicated,  you 
are  authorized  to  comi)ly  with  the  recjuest  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
■Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Professor  A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  Coast  Survey,  Washington,  I).  G. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  regarding  instructions  furnished  to  General  Sherman,  U.  S. 
Army. 

War  Department,  October  17,  1861. 
Sir:  Yours  of  this  date  relative  to  the  instructions  to  General  Sher- 
man has  been  duly  received.    In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
this  Department  has  furnished  General  Sherman  with  copies  of  those 
instructions  for  the  naval  commanders  of  the  expedition, 
liespectfully, 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Pox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 
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LetUr  from  Briqadier-General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Du  Pont,  U.  k  Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  his  orders  relative  to 
cooperative  coast-  expedition. 

HBADQITARTBES   EXl'EDITIONAKY   GORl'S, 

Annapolis,  October  18,  1861. 
Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  by  direction  of 
the    Secretary  of  War,   copies  of  certain  instructions    to  me  from 
Lientenant-Geueral  Scott  and  the  War  Department. 
Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Commodore  S.  P.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fleet. 

[Enclosures.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  October  14,  1861. 

Sir:  You  have  been  selected  to  command  the  land  portion  of  a  joint 
expedition  with  a  naval  squadron,  and  selected  ou  account  of  its 
importance. 

A  short  letter  of  general  instructions  you  have  already  received  from 
the  War  Department,  and  are  fully  impressed  with  the  principal  objects 
of  the  exi)edition.  Wishing  to  leave  you  a  wide  margin  of  discretion, 
I  have  but  little  to  add,  and  that  little  relates  to  the  principles  which 
govern  cooperation  in  joint  expeditions. 

No  land  oflicer  can  be  subjected,  in  strictness,  to  the  orders  of  any  sea 
officer  unless  placed  on  ship  to  serve  as  a  marine,  and  no  sea  officer 
under  the  orders  of  a  land  officer  unless  placed  in  some  fortification  to 
assist  in  its  defense,  or  before  it  to  assist  in  its  capture.  But  land 
troops,  embarked  in  vessels  of  war  for  transportation  merely,  will  be 
considered,  in  res|)ect  to  naval  commanders,  as  passengers,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  internal  regulations  of  the  vessels. 

Cordiality  and  deference  on  the  part  of  our  land  forces  toward  those 
of  our  Navy,  in  the  joint  service  in  question,  need  scarcely  be  enjoined. 
Hearty  reciprocity  can  not  fail  to  be  the  result.  To  this  end  free  and 
frequent  conferences  bi^tween  the  joint  commanders  are  recommended. 
Accordingly  the  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
requires  and  expects  the  most  effective  and  cordial  cooperation  between 
the  commanders  of  the  expedition,  their  officers,  and  men,  and  will  hold 
all,  in  proportion  to  rank,  to  a  strict  and  severe  resiionsibility  for  any 
failure  to  preserve  harmony  and  to  secure  all  the  objects  of  the  joint 
expedition. 

You  will  take  care  to  maintain  strict  order  and  discipline  among  your 
troops;  not  to  neglect  opportunities  of  making  the  prescribed  returns 
to  the  Adjutant-General,  and  to  report  to  him  every  incident  of  impor- 
tance that  may  occur  to  your  command. 

With  full  confidence  in  your  zeal  and  ability, 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

WiNFiELD  Scott. 
Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

U.  8,  Volunteers. 
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War  Depabtmbnt,  October  14, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  conducting  military  operations  wittiin  Spates  declared  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  you  will 
govern  yourself,  so  far  as  persons  held  to  service  under  the  laws  of 
such  States  are  concerned,  by  the  principles  of  the  letters  addressed  by 
me  to  Major-General  Butler  on  30th  of  May  and  the  8th  of  August, 
copies  of  which  are  herewith  furnished  to  you. 

Special  directions,  adapted  to  special  circumstances,  can  not  be  given. 
Much  must  be  referred  to  your  own  discretion  as  commanding  general 
of  the  expedition. 

You  will,  however,  in  general,  avail  yourself  of  the  services  of  any 
persons,  whether  fugitives  from  labor  or  not,  who  may  ofler  them  to 
the  National  Government.  You  will  employ  such  persons  in  sucli 
services  as  they  may  be  fitted  for,  either  as  ordinary  emi)loy(^s  or,  it 
special  circumstances  seem  to  require  it,  in  any  other  capacity,  with 
such  organization,  in  squads,  companies,  or  otherwise,  as  you  may  deem 
most  beneticial  to  the  service;  this,  however,  not  to  be  a  general  arming 
of  them  for  military  service. 

You  will  assure  all  -loyal  masters  that  Congress  will  provide  just 
compensation  to  them  for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the  persons  so 
employed. 

It  is  believed  that  the  course  thus  indicated  will  best  secure  the 
substantial  rights  of  loyal  masters  and  the  proper  benefits  to  the 
United  States  of  the  services  of  all  disj)osed  to  suppoit  the  Govern- 
ment, while  it  will  avoid  all  interference  with  the  social  systems  or 
local  institutions  of  every  State  beyond  that  which  insurrection  makesi 
unavoidable,  and  which  a  restoration  of  ])eaceful  relations  to  the  Union, 
under  the  Constitution,  will  immediately  remove. 
Kespectfully, 

Simon  Cameron, 

(Secretary  of  War. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Gommaruling  Expedition  to  the  Southern  Coast. 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent  Coast  Survey  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  regarding  the  preparation  of  Coast  Surrey  vessels  for  duty 
in  Southern  icaters. 

Boston,  October  18, 1861. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Boutelle  is  here  and  will  proceed  at  once  to 
New  York  for  tiie  Vixen,  which  is  meanwhile  preparing  for  sea  by 
Captain  Carlisle  V.  Patterson,  and  will  be  ready  on  Monday. 

The  schooner  Arago,  under  Mr.  Piatt,  left  Eastport,  |Me.],  on  Tues 
day  last.     When  she  reaches  New  York  she  will  require  a  pivot  gun 
and  two  rifie  sixes.    The  Governor  of  Maine  had  lent  two  sixes  to  her, 
but  required  them  to  be  lauded  before  she  left  the  waters  of  the  State. 
Will  you  send  an  order  for  the  armament,  that  nothing  may  delay  her. 
I  write  to-night  to  Captain  Kodgers  about  the  Savannah  Iliver,  of 
which  I  have  just  received  the  chart. 
So  far  matters  move  on  as  quickly  as  T  had  expected. 
Truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Baohe. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 
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Do  not  forget  to  apply  to  Secretary  Treasury  for  authority  to  be 
issued  to  Superintendent  Coast  Survey  to  detail  steamer  Vixen  and 
schooner  Arago  in  connection  with  the  blockading-  squadron  of  Commo- 
dore Du  Pont  for  surveying  purposes. 
Yours, 

A.  D.  B. 


Report  of  Commander  Miasroon,  U.  ;Sf.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 
the  U.  8.  uteamers  Rhode  Inland  and  Monticello. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Khode  Island, 
Off  Charleston,  *S'.  C,  October  18,  1861. 
SiE:  I  leave  this  communication  Ui  inform  you  that  I  expect  to  reach 
the  tiavannah  tonight  or  at  early  daylight,  and  that  the  steamer 
Monticello  proceeds  to  her  station  oft'  Savannah  this  evening  with,  as 
her  commander  informs  me,  thirteen  days'  fuel,  which  I  deem  it 
important  for  you  to  know. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MiSSROON, 


Commander. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Coinmanding  Southern  JMrision,  U.  S.  Forces. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  8.  Navy, 
regar/iing  the  V.  S.  S.  Iroquois. 

ISTavy  Department,  October  18,  1861. 
SiE:  So  soon  as  you  cau  spare  the  Iroquois  from  your  immediate 
operations  dispatch  her  to  the  Gulf  to  report  to  Flag(Jfficer  McKean. 
1  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offleer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gonidg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  William  Sewell  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  regarding  the 
inefficiency  of  the  blockade. 

86  Cedab.  Street,  New  York, 

October  19,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Iro- 
quois, off  the  port  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  of  which   the  following  is  an 
extract: 

We  are  some  12  miles  from  the  shore;  can  just  see  tho  outlines  of  the  land  and 
that  is  all;  the  St.  Lawrence  is  here  also.  The  blockade  is  a  perfect  farce,  I  think, 
for  we  can  see  steamers  run  up  and  down  the  coast  every  day,  and  we  are  so  far  off 
that  we  are  useless;  before  we  could  get  underway  they  would  be  out  of  sight. 

The  letter  is  dated  in  August. 

My  object  in  writing  is  to  show  you  how  things  are  done  there,  and 
will  account  for  the  escape  of  the  steamer  Nashville.    You,  sir,  have  to 
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bear  tlie  blame,  when  it  is  tlie  fault  of  the  commanders  of  tlie  vessels 
placed  tbere  to  blockade  the  port.  ^ 

Very  respectiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Sewbll. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  r.  N.  y(iry. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  DuPont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  trannportaiion 
of  marine  battalion  in  chartered  steamer  Governor. 

Flagshii"'  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  19,  1861 — 8  p.  m. 

SiK:  I  hasten  to  report  to  the  Department  an  important  modificatioD 
which  I  have  made  for  the  transportation  of  the  mariue  battalion. 

After  mature  deliberation  I  satisBcd  myself  that  the  organization, 
discipline,  and  effectiveness  of  the  battalion  would  be  preserved  and 
improved  by  keeiung  it  together,  a  measure  earnestly  recommended  to 
)ne  by  M.qjor  Keynolds. 

Further,  it  may  occur  that  this  ship  would  be  taken  under  Are  before 
the  marines  were  landed,  and  thus,  without  rendering  any  assistance, 
they  would  be  unnecessarily  exposed  before  their  services  could  be 
availed  of. 

I  have  therefore  deemed  it  best  to  charter  a  steamer  (one  most 
opportunely 'offering)  and  have  ])laced  the  whole  battalion  and  its 
officers  on  board  the  Governor,  just  from  Jioston  with  guns.  I  think 
the  charter  a  moderate  one  and  the  vessel,  drawing  only  7  feet,  will  be 
able  to  follow  wherever  wanted. 

The  battalion  was  a  good  deal  exposed  on  board  the  Raicnee,  and  was 
much  relieved  at  getting  into  comfortable  quarters  and  under  cover. 

Every  moment  of  our  time  is  occupied  in  some  useful  preparation, 
coaling,  watering,  exercising  our  boats  with  their  howitzers,  etc.,  Com- 
modore Goldsborough  doing  everything  to  help  us.  Nothing  down  yet 
from  Annapolis. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  charter  party  of  the  steamer  Governor. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 

Flaf/Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  GinEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kamj. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  J)i(  Pont,   U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  successful 
operation  of  the  gunboats  under  steam  or  sail. 

Flagship  Wabash. 
Hampton  Roads,  October  7.9,  hSCJ. 
Sir:  Flag  Officer  Goldsborough  having  reported*  my  arrival  here,  I 
had  nothing  of  a  si)eciiil  char.icter  to  communicate  yesterday. 

It  has  occurred  to  nie,  in  the  absence  of  more  specific  reports  from 
their  commanders,  that  the  Dei)artment  would  be  gratified  to  learn 
that  thf  gnnbonts  arc  quite  a  success  under  steam  or  sail,  so  far  as 

'See  Series  I,  vol.  (i,  ji.  840. 
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our  opportunities  of  judging  permitted.  This  ship  was  put  under 
double  reeled  topsails,  and  no  want  of  stabUity  or  any  otlier  detect 
presented  itself  in  tliem. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  res|)ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  'Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Commander  Oodon,  U.  S.  Nary., 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

iSTAVY  ]:)ErARTMKNT,  October  20, 1801. 
Sie:  Proceed  as  early  as  i)racticable  with  the  Mohican  to  New  York 
and  rei)ort  to  Commodore  Breese  for  the  purpo.'^e  of  forming  a  part  of 
the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiuBON  Welles. 

Commander  S.  W.  GoDON, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican,  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 

Boston,  October  20,  1801. 
Please  give  telegrai)hic  order  to  New  York  navy  yard  to  arm  Vixen 
and  Arago  immediately.      Viren  leaves  Tuesday. 

A.  D.  Bache. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox. 

[Endorsement.] 

Answered  October  20, 18(!1. 

Please  have  what  armament  you  have  put  on  board  the  Vixen  and 
Arago  early  as  convenient,  as  they  are  wanted  immediately. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Commandant  New  Yortc  Navy  Yaed. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  l)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Kavy,  regarding  the  order 
of  movement  of  vessels  from  Hampton  Roads. 

Circular.]  October  23, 1861. 

Sir:  The  folloxringuamed  vessels  of  the  fleet  under  my  command 
will,  on  signals  being  made,  get  underway  and  leave  Hampton  Koacls 
iu  the  third  order  of  steaming,  or  the  double  line  ahead,  viz : 

O  Wabash. 
Ottawa.             O 

O  Uuadilla. 

Pawnee.  O  O  Seneca. 

Isaac  Smith.    O  O  Pembina. 

Curlew.  O  O  E.  B.  Forbes. 

PcTiguin.  O  O  Pocahontas. 
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These  vessels  when  outside  will  form  the  line  abreiist,  accordiug  to 
the  diaj>Taiii,  except  the  two  last,  which  are  the  flanking  vessels  of  the 
colnmn  of  transports  on  the  east  (as  shown  in  J,he  diagram).  They 
will  therefore  take  their  positions  as  prescribed  in  the  diagram  in  rear 
of  the  left  of  the  line,  and  await  the  transports. 

After  the  above-uumed  vessels,  will  follow  the  transports  in  succes- 
sion, thns;  first,  the  V(iu(hThUt  nuA  those  composing  the  third  column 
of  transports,  of  which  the  \'an(^erbilt  is  the  leading  ship;  tlieu  the 
Baltic  and  those  composing  the  flrst  or  ceiiter  column  of  transports, 
of  which  the  Baltic  is  the  leading  ship,  and  lastly,  the  ^//aw^jc  and 
those  composing  the  second  or  right  column  of  transpoits,  of  which  the 
Atlantic  is  the  leading  ship. 

The  transports  will  form,  when  in  the  offing,  in  three  columns,  in 
the  line  ahead,  under  their  res])ective  leader,  as  shown  in  the  diagram. 

After  the  transports  will  follow  the  Florida  and  Augusta,  which  are 
to  flank  the  transports  on  the  west,  and  lastly  the  Mohican  and  iSemi- 
nole,  which  are  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  fleet,  as  shown  in  the  diagram. 

The  following  general  directions  are  to  be  observed: 

1st.  Each  vessel  is  to  keep  her  own  place  in  line  abreast  or  ahead,  as 
the  case  may  be,  and  not  leave  except  by  signal. 

2d.  The  transports  will  follow  strictly,  with  or  without  signals  tiie 
leading  vessel  of  their  respective  columns. 

3d.  The  flagship  will  communicate  with  the  transports  through  the 
leaders  of  the  column  only,  and  by  means  of  Koger's  marine  signals. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  etc.,  U.  S.  8.  Wabash. 


Blockarling  instructions  of  Bear-Admiral  Du  Pont. 

General  Orders,  \ 

No.  1.  (  October  24, 1861. 

Commanding  officers  of  blockading  vessels  under  my  command  are 
to  be  governed  by  the  following  rules: 

1st.  Duly  notify  neutrals  of  the  declaration  of  blockade,  and  give  to 
it  all  the  publicity  in  your  power. 

2d.  The  blockade  must  be  strict  and  absolute,  and  onlypnblic  armed 
vessels  of  foreign  powers  are  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the  ports,  which 
are  placed  in  a  state  of  blockade. 

3d.  Protect  our  commerce  from  the  depredations  of  privateers,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  capture  them,  and  all  other  vessels  of  the  enemy 
whenever  you  can  do  so,  without  being  seduced  away  from  your  station. 

4th.  A  lawful  maritime  blockade  requires  the  actual  presence  of  an 
adequate  force,  stationed  at  the  entrance  of  the  port,  sufficiently  near 
to  prevent  communication.  The  only  exception  to  this  rule  arises  out 
of  the  occasional  temporary  absence  of  the  blockading  vessels,  pro- 
duced by  accident,  as  in  the  case  of  a  storm,  which  does  not  suspend 
the  legal  operation  of  a  blockade;  and  to  take  advantage  of  such  an 
accidental  absence  is  a  fraudulent  attemi)t  to  break  the  blockade,  and 
will  justify  the  application  of  penalties. 

r)th.  A  neutral  or  foreign  vessel  proceeding  toward  the  entrance  of  a 
blockaded  port  is  not  to  be  captured  or  detained  if  she  shall  not  have 
previously  received  from  one  of  the  blockading  squadron  a  special 
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notification  of  tbe  existence  of  tlic  blockade.  Tliis  uotiflcation  must 
be  inserted  in  writing  on  tlie  register  and  muster  roll  of  the  neutral 
vessel  by  the  cruiser  which  meets  her,  and  it  should  contain  the 
announcement,  together  with  statements  of  the  day  and  the  latitude 
and  longitude  in  which  it  was  made. 

6tli.  Until  the  ports  are  closed  by  proclamation  (that  is,  declared  to 
be  ]io  longer  ports  of  entry),  the  warning  .just  mentioned  is  to  be  con- 
tinued to  all  vessels,  instead  of  capturing  at  once,  as  will  be  the  case 
when  they  come  to  be  so  closed. 

7th.  Vessels  leaving  guarded  insurgent  ports  without  legal  clearances 
are  to  be  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication.  If  it  be  claimed  that  there 
is  not  an  effective  blockade,  and  therefore  that  they  are  entitled  to 
depart,  still  they  must  not  disregard  our  municipal  laws  and  the 
requirements  of  the  National  Government.  If  they  do,  they  incur  the 
penalties  and  are  subject  to  the  forfeitures  which  the  laws  impose. 

8th.  Vessels  wv  h  contraband  goods  on  board,  approaching  any  of  the 
blockaded  ports,  or  vessels  that  may  have  cleared  for  any  of  those 
ports,  and  be  found,  with  a  due  warning  on  their  papers,  hovering  about 
any  of  them,  are  all  to  be  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 


[To  accompany  General  Orders,  No.  1.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  24,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will,  after  receipt  of  this  order,  furnish  me  with  a  tabular 
statement,  weekly,  of  each  and  every  vessel  spoken  and  boarded,  with 
date,  name,  name  of  captain,  nationality,  position,  cargo,  where  from, 
where  bound,  and  such  other  remarks  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

You  will  take  care  to  examine  the  character  of  any  vessel  within 
your  reach. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 

[Addressed  to  same  commanding  ofiicers  as  preceding.] 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S,  Navy, 
regarding  the  shipment,  by  the  steamer  Fingal,  of  munitions  of  war  for 
the  Confederate  Government. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  October  24,  1861. 

Sir:  Authentic  information  has  been  received  that  a  large  quantity 
of  rifles,  powder,  swords,  and  munitions  of  various  kinds  were  shipped 
near  London  on  board  the  steamer  VolMin,  which  left  the  Thames  on 
the  29th  ultimo  for  Greenock,  Scotland,  where  her  cargo  was  to  be 
transferred  to  the  new  iron  screw  steamer  Fingal.  The  transshipment 
is  made  to  throw  this  Government  off  its  guard.  The  Fingal  isschooner- 
rigged,  with  two  masts,  has  a  round  sterti,  the  bust  of  a  man  for  a  head 
has  one  deck  and  a  poop,  is  lS(i  feet  long  and  25  feet  wide,  and  12-'^' 
feet  depth  of  hold.    She  is  British  built  and  her  tonnage  is  a  little 
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short  of  500  tons.  Her  cargo  consists  of  31,000  pounds  powder,  525,000 
cartridges,  1,550,000  percussion  caps,  1,500 rifled  "Brown  Bessies,"  .iOO 
sword  bayonets,  a  large  quantity  of  paper  for  -cartridges,  and  otlier 
articles  much  needed  in  tbe  States  in  insurrection.  A  contract  lias 
also  been  made  in  England  for  a  larger  amount  of  similar  articles,  to 
be  shipjied  by  another  vessel  which  was  to  follow  within  two  weeks  of 
the  sailing  of  the  Fingal.  Contracts  have  also  been  made  for  a  large 
quantity  of  arms  to  be  shipped  as  occasion  offers.  The  Finf/nl  will,  of 
course,  sail  under  the  English  tiag,  and  will  undoubtedly  attempt  to 
enter  one  of  the  Southern  ])orts.  The  Department  does  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  urge  you  to  increased  watchfulness  to  i)revent  this  vessel 
from  landing  her  cargo.  An  enumeration  of  the  leading  articles  on 
board  of  her  is  surely  sufficient  to  indicate  the  iiuportnnceof  prevent- 
ing their  getting  into  the  hands  of  the  insurrectionists  and  of  capturing 
the  vessel  if  possible;  for,  if  she  fails  in  attempting  to  enter  one  of  the 
Southern  jwrts,  she  may  proceed  to  the  West  Indies  and  land  her  cargo, 
in  hojies  of  getting  it  into  the  States  in  smaller  quantities  and  at 
different  times. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
[Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,] 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  ttansmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  steamer  Fingal. 

Navy  Department,  October  25,  1861. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  further  information  concerning  the  steamer 
Fingal,  which  is  fitting  out  in  England  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade,  as  is  suspected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GriDEON  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Glasgow,  October  8, 1861. 

Sir  :  1  am  iustrncted  by  Mr.  Adams  to  send  you  such  particulars  as 
I  can  quietly  get  of  the  steamer  Fingal,  which  has  been  rapidly  load- 
ing arms  and  ammunition  at  Greenock,  ostensibly  for  Jamaica  and 
Honduras. 

This  steamer  at  time  of  writing  this  is,  1  am  informed,  getting  up 
steam  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  has  on  board,  my  informant  thinks,  about 
300  or  400  bales,  which  may  contain  army  uniforms  and  clothing,  about 
300  cases  of  rifles  and  150  cases  of  pistols,  some  cannon  (3  or  more), 
and  gunpowder. 

This  steamer  came  into  dock  at  Greenock  late  on  Sunday  night  last, 
and  commenced  receiving  cargo  and  has  worked  uninterruptedly  day 
and  night  until  this  afternoon,  when  she  hauled  into  the  stream  and 
received  her  gunpowder. 

She  is  supposed  to  have  on  board  500  or  GOO  tons  of  cargo,  of  the 
description  as  stated.    The  cases  of  rifles  were  received  by  train  from 
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London  on  Saturday,  ma^rked  "A,"  and  consigned  to  "A."  I  employed 
a  competent  party,  fully  trustworthy,  to  watcli  these  cases  and  give 
me  early  information  of  their  destination,  as,*in  accordance  with  my 
instructions  from  the  minister,  1  did  not  wish  to  appear  prominently  in 
tbis  matter.  Some  of  the  cases  were  opened  on  the  wharf,  and  the 
contents  were  found  to  be  veiy  superior  rifles,  much  better  arms  than 
are  shipped  from  here  to  the  West  Indies  for  commercial  purposes.  I 
have  had  no  interview  with  any  of  the  customs  officials  in  regard  to 
this  vessel,  but  my  informant  has  conversed  with  some  of  them  and 
learned  that  they  had  been  suspicious  of  the  intended  destination  being 
for  ii  lawful  purpose,  and  had  applied  to  the  board  of  customs  at  Lon- 
don for  but  received  no  authority  to  detain  the  vessel.  My  informant 
intimated  his  susjHcions  that  the  vessel  was  intended  for  the  American 
coast,  which  they  said  was  quite  likely,  but  they  bad  no  authority  to 
interfere.  As  this  vessel,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  sail  to-night  and  in 
due  time  make  her  appearance  somewhere  in  American  waters,  1  for- 
ward a  descrii)tion  of  her  apjiearauce.  She  is  a  screw  propeller  of  402 
tons  register,  2  engines  of  120-horsepower,  nominal;  is  185  feet  long,  25 
feet  6  inches  beam,  12  feet  9  inches  deep ;  has  one  deck  with  poop  cabin, 
two  masts,  schooner  rigged,  round  stern,  half  man  head,  iron  hull;  was 
built  on  the  Clyde  about  six  months  since  for  Mr.  David  Hutchinson, 
of  this  city,  a  very  respectable  merchant,  in  whose  name  she  still  stands 
registered  at  the  custom-house  here,  although  sold  by  him,  as  is  alleged, 
some  weeks  since  to  a  Mr.  A.  C.  Byrne,  a  stranger  here,  but  rei)orted 
of  Liverpool.  The  master's  name  is  Anderson.  Her  crew  have  not 
been  shipped  at  the  regular  shipping  office  at  Grreeuock,  so  I  can  not 
get  particulars;  but  I  understand  they  will  be  pretty  numerous  for  such 
a  small  vessel. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  get  further  particulars  of  the  cargo  and  outfits  of 
this  vessel  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Adams  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Cook, 
U.  S.  Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U:  S.  Wavy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Susquehanna,  of  Charleston. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Eoads,  October  25,  1861. 
Private.] 

Dear  Lardner  :  On  receiving  the  report  of  tlie  survey  on  the  engine 
of  the  Stisquehanna,  I  dispatch,  with  haste,  the  Alabama  tr)  preserve 
the  efficiency  of  the  blockade. 

Wait  ofi'  (Jharlestou  for  further  orders  from  me,  and  do  not  speak  of 
my  coming. 

Yours,  faithfully,  in  haste, 

.,     _     ,  ,    ,  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Captain  James  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Susquehanna,  off  Cliarleston. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  ]>u  Pont,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Gommander  Haggerty, 
U.  S.  Navfi,  comntfiv  fling  U.  /S'.  ship  Vandalia,  to  (^onvoy  coal  and  powder 
ships  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  lioads,  October  2i>,  1861. 

Sir;  The  duty  is  hereby  assigned  to  you  of  couvoyiug  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous  the  coal  and  powder  ships  belonging  to  the  squadron 
and  to  the  transports  composing  this  expedition. 

The  armed  bark  the  Gem  of  the  Sea,  of  the  volunteer  navy,  will 
assist  in  this  duty,  and  (Japtain  Baxter  is  ordered  to  report  to  you 
accordingly  and  wait  your  speciiic  instructions. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  placed  under  your  convoy: 

Belonging  to  the  squadron. — Brig  Belle  of  the  Bay.  bark  Jajie  A. 
Bishop,  schooner  Western  Star,  brig  H.  F.  Steu-art,  ship  Courier. 

Ooal  ships  for  transports. — Aid  (schooner),  Charles  M.Neal,  N.  E. 
Clark,  Susan  F.  Abbott,  F.  J.Allen,  J.  M.  Vance,  William  G.  Audenried, 
Sarah  J.  Bright,  Elizabeth  English,  Effort,  Saratoga,  Rachel  8.  Miller, 
Leicis  Chester,  Sarah  Gullen,  J.  Frambes,  J.  S.  Hewitt,  Snowflalce,  June 
Satterthwaite,  Willard  Saulshury,  D.  Moloney  (brig). 

You  will  proceed  to  sea  with  the  first  fair  wind  and  make  the  best  of 
your  way  to  the  port  designated  in  the  enclosed  confldential  communi- 
cation, which  you  will  not  open  until  after  passing  O.ipe  Henry. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  our  necessarily 
slow  movements,  you  will,  provided  j'ou  use  dispatch,  arrive  in  time  to 
take  part  in  the  operations  of  the  fleet. 

You  will  please  instruct  the  freight  vessels  in  your  convoy  to  make 
for  Savannah,  Ga.,  if  separated  from  your  pennant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Francis  S.  Haggerty,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  2H,  1H61. 

Sir  :  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  is  the  port  of  destination  for  yourself  and 
the  ships  under  youi  convoy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Francis  S.  Haggerty,  U.  S.  Navy, 

V.  S.  S.  Vandalia,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order    of   Flag-Officer    Du  Pont,    U.    S.   Navy,   to  Acting    Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  convoy  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  30,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  report  yourself  to  Commander  Francis  S.  Haggerty, 
commandiug  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  to  take  part  in  the  convoy  of  certain 
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vessels  and  for  sncli  other  duty  as  he  may  assign  to  the  vessels  under 
your  command. 

In  the  event  of  separation  from  the   Vandalia,  you  will  open  the 
enclosed  confidential  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  Hampton  Boads. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confidential.]  FLAGSHIP  WABASH, 

Hampton  Ro'i'ls,  October  26,  1861. 
SiK  :  In  the  event  of  separation  from  the  Vandalia,  you  will  make 
the  best  of  your  way  to  Port  Koval,  S.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dtt  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,     * 
U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Endorsed,  confidential.] 

To  be  opened  in  the  event  of  separation  from  the  Vandalia,  but  not 
otherwise. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  77.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  disabled  con- 
dition of  the  U.  S.  S.  Shawsheen. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  RoikIk,  October  28,  1861. 

SiK :  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  yesterday  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Shaw- 
slieeen  from  New  York  in  a  disabled  condition. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Charles  Bordman,  the  carpenter  of  this 
ship. 

I  have,  consequently,  ordered  .Acting  Lieutenant  B.  R.  Colhoun,  com- 
manding the  Shaicsheen,  to  ])r()ceed  to  Baltimore  and  report  his  arrival 
to  the  Depai'tment,  from  which  he  will  receive  orders  concerning  the 
necessary  rei)airs  to  his  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flug- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  announcing  the  departure  of 
his  squadron  from  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Under  Steam,  Tuesday,  October  2!),  1861 — ,9  a.  m. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Please  inform  Mr.  Welles  that  we  are  off,  and  tlic 
l)i lot  will  soon  leave.    There  seem.s  but  one  opinion   now  as  to  having 
waited  for  such  a  start,  and  I  trust  our  present  prospocits  and  hopes 
will  be  realized. 

Twenty  eight  (lays  ago  this  expedition,  tfiongh   long  meditated  by 
tbe  wisdom  of  the  Department,  lia<l  in   reality  no  form  or  substance. 
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In  my  judgment  nothing  more  could  well  have  been  added  iu  that 
time,  I  felt  at  the  time  of"  the  final  decision  at  ^Ir.  Seward's  house, 
October  1,  that  the  embarkation  at  Annapolis  was  an  error.  The 
troops  have  been  too  long  on  board,  and  are  too  raw,  but  the  generals 
are  able. 

The  shii)S  of  my  squadron  are  in  as  high  condition  as  I  can  expect, 
;iud  1  am  thankful  to  the  Department  (or  its  endeavors  to  make  it  as 
efficient  as  possible,  and  to  your  practical,  intelligent,  and  personal 
supervision  and  zeal  I  shall  ever  recur,  whatever  the  results  in  store  for 
us  may  be. 

We  have  considerable  power  to  carry  on  an  ottensivc  warfare  ;  that 
of  endurance  against  forts  is  not  commensurate.  But  in  so  righteous 
a  (iause  as  ours,  and  against  so  wicked  a  rebellion,  we  must  overcome 
all  difficulties. 

Please  give  my  highest  regards  to  Mr.  Welles,  and  believe  me,  my 
dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

S.  F.  DxT  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  etc. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtmi. 

9:30— Pilot  leaves. 


Order  of  Commander  Missroon,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Braine,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello,  regarding  the  station  of  that 
vessel. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 

Off  Tybee,  October  SI,  ]8(il. 
Sir:  Tou  will  please  now  occupy  the  position  which  I  indicated  yes- 
terday, at  the  northwest  extremity  of  the  curve  of  deep  soun dings,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  by  vessels  to  pass  from 
Savannah,  abreast  of  Hilton  Head  Island,  toward  the  channel  from 
Port  Koyal  Sound  by  day  or  by  night,  and  especially  at  night. 

The  Coast  Survey  chart  shows  that  14  feet  may  be  carried  at  high 
water,  but  your  station,  as  near  Hilton  Head  Island  as  may  be  safely 
taken  by  your  vessel,  would  bring  such  vessels  under  your  guns. 

Let  it  be  regarded  as  your  night  station  particularly,  and  you  will 
please  maintain  a  commanding  position  by  day  also,  except  by  special 
signal. 

I  believe  it  probable  that  attempts  will  now  soon  be  made  to  evade 
the  blockade.     Increased  vigilance  will  hereafter  be  observed  from  our 
mastheads  and  timely  notice  given  yon  to  chase. 
Respectfully,  sir, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 

Commander. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  Monticello. 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  absence  of  the 
U.  8-  8.  Monticello  from  the  blockade  of  Savannah,  6a.,  November  1 
and  2,  18I>1. 

U.  S.  Shit  Savannah, 
Port  Royal,  8.  C,  January  15, 1863. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  reply  minutely  to  your  question  of  yesterday  in 
respect  to  the  departure  of  the  steamer  Monticello  from  her  station  off 
Savannah. 
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On  the  morning-  of  the  1st  November  last  the  severest  gale  of  the 
season  set  in,  when  this  ship  and  the  Monticello  were  botli  close  in  with 
the  Savannah  Bar,  and  both  proceeded  to  sea  without  interchange  of 
signals  as  a  mcMsure  necessary  to  their  preservation. 

During  the  forenoon  of  the  2d  November,  before  the  gale  had  abated, 
when  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  Monticello  hove  in  sight  and  7iiiule  signal, 
"Disabled  or  damaged  is  the  engine,"  followed  by  the  signal  for  per- 
mission to  "fetch  into  port  that  1  can,"  to  which  I  assented  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons,  viz,  the  difficulty  of  communicating  further  in  a  gale, 
the  responsibility  of  the  commander  for  liis  statement  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  damage  which  he  had  represented,  and  particularly  the  fact  of 
her  inability  to  render  further  service  off  Savannah  for  want  of  fuel, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Braine  having  reported  to  me  two  days  before 
the  gale  of  the  1st  November  that  he  had  only  five  days'  fuel  on  board 
for  low  steaming,  and  knowing  that  the  expenditure  had  been  unex- 
pectedly large  in  the  preceding  twenty-nine  hours. 

On  the  l-<th  October  Lieutenant  Commander  Braine  reported  to  me, 
oft"  Charleston,  that  he  had  then  only  thirteen  days'  fuel  on  board,  ot 
which  I  notified  you  in  a  letter  left  on  board  the  Boanolie,  supposing 
that  you  would  receive  it  within  three  or  four  days  of  its  date. 

The  Bermuda  is  said  to  have  escaped  from  Savannah  on  the  night  of 
the  2d  November  in  thick  weather.  The  Monticello  could  not  have 
regained  the  station  to  have  prevented  her  departure  in  her  damaged 
condition. 

Resi)ectfully,  sir,  your  obediem  MMvant, 

J.  S.  MiSSEOON, 

Commander. 
Flag-officer  S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdy.  South  Atlantic  Bloclcadinfi  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 

Gorrespondence  regarding  rescue  of  the  marine  battalion  from  the  trans- 
port steamer  Governor  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Sabine,  November  1-3,  1861. 

Eeport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wahash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  November  15,  18(11. 
Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  of  leisure  to  transmit  to  you 
the  report  of  Major  John  George  Reynolds,  commanding  the  battalion 
of  marines  attached  to  my  squadron,  in  which  he  relates  all  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  loss  of  the  chartered  steamer  Governor  and 
the  rescue  of  himself  and  his  command  by  the  frigate  Sabine,  Captain 
Ringgold. 

The  Department  will  find  this  report  exceedingly  in  teiesting  and  will  be 
gratified  to  learn  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  of  nearly  all  the 
men  of  the  battalion  was  such  as  to  command  Major  Reynolds'  api>roval, 
as  it  will,  I  doubt  not,  receive  the  favorable  notice  of  the  De|)arfment. 
The  established  reputation  and  high  standing  of  Major  Reynolds 
might  almost  dispense  with  any  observations  of  my  own  upon  the 
bravery  and  high  sense  of  honor  which  he  displayed  in  disputing  with 
Mr.  Weidman  (though  not  a  seaman)  the  privilege  of  being  the  last  to 
leave  the  wreck. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du    I'ONT, 
Flag-Offiver,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xnri;.  Washiniiton. 
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Beports  of  Major  Beynolds,  V.  S.  Harine  Corps,  commanding  battalion. 

U.  SaShip  Sabine, 
At  Sea,  November  S,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  marine  battalion  under  my 
command  left  Haaipton  lioadson  transport  steamboat  Oovernor  on  the 
morning  of  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  October,  with  the  other  vessels  of  the 
tieet,  and  continued  with  them  near  the  flagship  Wabaah  until  Friday, 
the  1st  of  November. 

On  Friday  morjiiiig  about  10  o'clock  the  wind  began  to  freshen,  and 
by  12  or  I  blew  so  violently  we  were  obliged  to  keep  her  head  directly 
to  the  wind,  and  thereby  leave  the  squadron,  which  apparently  stood 
its  course. 

Throughout  the  afternoon  the  gale  continued  to  increase,  though  the 
Governor  stood  it  well  until  about  4  o'clock.  About  this  time  we  were 
struck  by  two  or  three  very  heavy  seas,  which  broke  the  port  hog  brace 
in  two  places,  the  brace  tending  inward.  This  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  the  breaking  of  the  hog  brace  on  the  starboard  side.  By 
great  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battalion 
these  braces  were  so  well  stayed  and  supported  that  no  immediate 
danger  was  apprehended  from  them. 

Up  to  this  time  the  engine  worked  well.  Soon  after  the  brace  chains 
[guys]  which  supported  the  smokestack  parted,  and  it  went  overboard. 
Some  3  feet  of  it  above  the  hurricane  deck  remained,  which  enabled  us 
to  keep  up  the  fires.  Soon  after  the  loss  of  the  smokestack  the  steam 
pipe  burst.  ^After  this  occurrence  we  were  unable  to  make  moie  than  14 
pounds  of  steam,  which  was  reduced  as  soon  as  the  engine  commenced 
working  to  from  3  to  5  pounds.  The  consequence  was  we  had  to  stop 
the  engine  frequently  in  order  to  increase  the  head  of  steam.  At  this 
period  the  steamer  was  making  water  freely,  but  was  easily  kept  clear 
by  the  pumps  of  the  engine  whenever  it  could  be  worked.  About  5 
o'clock  we  discovered  a  steamer  with  a  ship  in  tow,  which  we  sup[tosed 
to  be  the  Ocean  Queen.  To  attract  attention  we  sent  up  rockets,  which 
signal.s  she  answered.  When  our  rockets,  six  in  all,  were  gone,  we  kept 
up  a  fire  of  musketry  for  a  long  time,  but,  the  sea  running  high  and  the 
wind  being  violent,  she  could  render  us  no  assistance.  She  continued 
on  her  course,  in  sight  the  greater  part  of  the  night.  About  3  o'clock 
Saturday  morning  the  packing  round  the  cylinder  head  blew  out,  ren- 
dering the  engine  totally  useless  for  some  time.  The  engine  was  finally 
put  in  running  order,  although  it  went  very  slowly.  The  rudder  chain 
was  carried  away  during  the  night,  the  water  gaining  constantly  on  us 
and  the  boat  laboring  violently.  At  every  lurch  we  apprehended  the 
hog  braces  would  be  carried  away,  the  effect  of  which  would  have  been 
to  tear  out  the  entire  starboard  side  of  the  boat,  collapse  tlie  boiler, 
and  carry  away  the  wheelhouse.  Early  in  the  morning  the  rudderhead 
broke,  the  engine  was  of  very  little  use,  the  water  still  gaining  on  us 
rapidly,  and  we  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind.  It  was  only  by  the 
untiring  exertions  of  our  men  that  we  were  kept  afloat.  Nearly  one 
hundred  of  them  were  kept  constantly  pumping  and  bailing,  and  the 
rest  were  holding  fast  the  ropes  which  supported  tlie  hog  braces. 

Toward  morning  the  weather,  which  during  the  night  had  been  dark 
and  rainy,  seemed  to  brighten  and  the  wind  to  lull.  At  daybreak  two 
vessels  were  seen  on  our  starboard  bow,  one  of  which  proved  to  be  the 
U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
of  the  Navy.  She  descried  our  signal  of  distress,  which  was  ensign  half- 
mast,  union  down,  and  stood  for  us.    About  10  o'clock  we  were  hailed 
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by  the  Smith  and  given  to  nnderstand  tliat  if  possible  we  should  all 
be  taken  on  board.  A  boat  was  lowered  from  her  and  we  were  enabled 
to  take  a  hawser.  This,  through  the  carelessness  of  Oajitain  [O.  L.] 
Litchfield,  of  the  Governor,  was  soon  cast  off' or  unavoidably  let  go.  The 
water  was  still  gaining  on  us.  The  engine  could  be  worked  but  little, 
and  it  appeared  that  our  only  hope  of  safety  was  gone. 

The  Smith  now  stood  off",  but  soon  returned,  and  by  1  o'clock  we  had 
another  hawser  from  her  and  were  again  in  tow.  A  sail  (tlie  propeller 
bark  Young  Rover)  which  liad  been  discovered  on  our  starboard  bow 
during  the  morning  was  soon  within  hailing  distance. 

The  captain  proffered  all  the  assistance  he  could  give,  though  at  the 
time  he  could  do  nothing,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather.  The 
hawser  from  the  Smith  again  parted,  and  we  were  once  more  adrift. 
The  Young  Rover  now  stood  for  us  again,  and  the  captain  said  he  would 
stand  by  us  till  the  last,  for  which  encouragement  he  received  a  heart- 
felt cheerfrom  the  men.  He  also  informed  us  [thatj  a  large  frigate  was 
ahead  standing  for  us.  He  then  stood  for  the  frigate,  made  signals  of 
distress  and  returned. 

The  frigate  soon  came  into  view  and  hope  once  more  cheered  the 
hearts  of  all  on  board  the  transport.  Between  2  and  3  o'clock  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Sahine  (Captain  Ringgold)  was  within  hail,  and  the  assurance 
given  that  all  hands  would  be  taken  on  board.  After  a  little  delay  the 
Sabine  came  to  anchor.  We  followed  her  example,  and  a  hawser  was 
passed  to  us.  It  was  now  late  in  the  day  and  there  were  no  signs  of 
an  abatement  of  the  gale.  It  was  evident  that  whatever  was  to  be 
done  for  our  safety  must  be  done  without  delay.  About  8  or  9  o'clock 
the  Salnne  had  paid  out  enough  chain  to  bring,  her  stern  close  to  our 
bow.  Spars  were  rigged  out  over  the  stern  of  the  frigate  and  every 
arrangement  made  for  whipping  our  men  on  board,  and  some  thirty 
men  were  rescued  by  this  means.  Three  or  four  hawsers  and  an  iron 
stream  cable  were  i)arted  by  the  plunging  of  the  vessels.  The  Governor 
at  this  time  had  3  feet  water,  which  was  rapidly  increasing.  It  was 
evidently  intended  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Sahine  to  get  the 
Governor  alongside  and  let  our  men  jump  from  the  boat  to  the  frigate. 
In  our  condition  this  api)eared  extremely  hazardous.  It  seemed  impos- 
sible for  us  to  strike  the  frigate  without  instantly  going  to  pieces.  We 
were,  however,  brought  alongside  and  some  forty  men  succeeded  in 
getting  on  board  the  frigate.  One  was  crushed  to  death  between  the 
frigate  and  the  steamer  in  attempting  to  gain  a  foothold  on  the  frigate. 

Shortly  after  being  brought  alongside  the  frigate  the  starboard  quar- 
ter ot  the  Sahine  struck  the  port  bow  of  the  Governor,  and  carried  away 
about  20  feet  of  the  hurricane  deck  from  the  stem  to  the  wheelhouse. 
The  sea  was  running  so  high,  and  we  being  tossed  so  violently,  it  was 
deemed  prudent  to  slack  uj)  the  hawser  and  let  the  Governor  fM  astern 
of  the  frigate  with  the  faint  hope  of  weathering  .the  gale  till  morning. 
All  our  provisions  and  other  stores,  indeed  every  movable  article,  were 
thrown  overboard,  and  the  water  casks  started  to  lighten  the  vessel. 
From  half  past  3  until  daybreak  the  Governor  floated  in  comparative 
safety,  notwithstanding  the  water  was  rapidly  gaining  on  her.  At 
daybreak  preparations  were  made  for  sending  boats  to  our  relief, 
although  the  sea  was  running  high,  and  it  being  exceedingly  danger- 
ous for  a  boat  to  apjiroach  the  guards  of  the  steamer.  In  consequence 
the  boats  laid  off' and  the  men  were  obliged  to  jump  into  the  sea,  and 
were  then  hauled  into  the  boats.  All  hands  were  thus  providentially 
rescued  trom  the  wreck  with  the  exception,]  am  pained  to  say,  of  1 
corjioral  and  (i  privates,  who  were  drowned  or  killed  by  the  crush  or 
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contact  of  tbe  vessels.  Those  drowned  were  lost  through  their  disobe- 
dieuce  of  orders  in  leaving  the  lauks,  or  abandonmf>-  their  posts.  After 
the  troops  were  safely  reeinbarked  every  exertion  wfls  directed  to  secur- 
ing the  arms,  accouterments,  ammunition,  and  other  property  which 
might  have  been  saved  after  lightening  the  wreck.  I  am  gratified  in 
being  able  to  say  nearly  all  the  arms  were  saved  and  about  half  the 
accouterments.  The  knapsacks,  haversacks,  and  canteens  were  nearly 
all  lost.  About  10,000  round  of  cartridges  were  fortunately  saved,  and 
9,000  lost.  8ince  being  on  board  of  this  ship  every  attention  has  been 
bestowed  by  Captain  Kinggold  and  his  ofticers  toward  recruiting  the 
strength  of  our  men  and  restoring  thenj  to  such  a  condition  as  will 
enable  us  to  take  the  field  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Too  much 
praise  (;an  not  be  bestowed  upon  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand. All  did  nobly.  The  firmness  with  which  they  performed  their 
duty  is  beyond  all  praise.  For  forty  eight  hours  they  stood  at  ropes 
and  passed  water  to  keep  the  ship  aHoat.  Refreshments  in  both  eating 
and  drinking  were  passed  to  them  at  their  i)08ts  by  noncommissioned 
officers.  It  is  impossible  for  troops  to  have  conducted  themselves  better 
under  such  trying  circumstances.  The  transport  continued  to  float 
some  three  hours  after  she  was  abandoned,  carrying  with  her  when  she 
sunk,  1  am  grieved  to  say,  company  books  and  staff  returns.  In  order 
to  complete  the  personnel  of  tlje  battalion,  1  have  requested  Captain 
Kinggold  to  meet  a  requisition  for  several  privates,  to  which  he  has 
readily  assented.  I  considered  this  requisition  in  order,  as  I  have  been 
inforhied  by  Captain  Ringgold  it  is  his  intention,  as  orders  were  given 
for  his  ship  to  repair  to  a  Sfortliern  port;  in  which  event  he  can  easily 
be  supplied,  and  my  command  by  the  accommodation  rendered  com- 
plete, in  order  to  meet  any  demand  you  make  for  our  services. 

Under  God,  we  owe  our  preservation  to  Captain  Ringgold  and  the 
officers  of  the  iSahine,  to  whom  we  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  their 
untiring  labors  while  we  were  in  danger  and  their  unceasing  kindness 
since  we  have  been  on  board  the  frigate. 

This  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Geo,  Rkynolds, 
Gommanning  Battalion  Marines,  Southern  Division. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommanding  V.  S.  Naval  Expedition,  Sovthern  Ooaxt. 

P.  S. — List  of  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  drowned  and 
injured  by  attempting  to  leave  the  IT.  S.  transport  steamer  Governor 
without  orders: 

Corporal  Thomas  McKeown,  Privates  Manus  Brown,  Timothy  Lacy, 
Lawrence  Gorman,  Thomas  Walker,  Robert  Campbell,  drowned; 
Private  Edward  H.  Miller,  cut  in  two  by  collision  with  Sabine;  Private 
Gustave  Smith,  arm  broken  by  collision  with  Sabine. 

Jno.  Geo.  Reynolds, 
Major,  Commanding  Battalion. 


U.  S.  Ship  Sabine, 
Off  Fort  Royal,  S.  G.,  November  8,  1861. 
Colonel:  I  have  to  report  serious  disasters.    My  command  has 
suffered  greatly,  but  under  the  providence  of  God  we  have  been  ])re 
serveil,  and  1  hope  for  some  good  purpose  to  our  country  yet,  although 
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despoiled  of  the  full  and  ample  equipments  with  which  we  were  pro- 
vided on  leaving  headquarters.  You  will  observe  by  the  detailed 
report  to  Commodore  Du  Pont,  of  which  a  eopy  is  herewith  enclosed, 
we  are  being  retitted  for  service  and  hope  to  be  able  to  take  the  field 
when  required.  Captain  Einggold  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  for 
the  good  of  the  officers  and  men— his  ship  being  bound  home,  has  prof 
fered  everything  at  his  command  toward  equipping  us  for  service.  1 
am  really  at  a  loss  to  convey  or  express  in  words  sufficiently  strong  my 
gratitude  to  Captain  Einggold  and  his  officers  for  their  uniform  and 
undeviating  kindness. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  draw  from  this  ship  9  privates  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  in  our  ranks  occasioned  by  loss  in  drowning,  etc. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Geo.  Keynolds, 
Gomdg.  Battalion  Marinen^  Southern  Blockading  Squadron. 

Colonel  John  Harris, 

Commandant  Marine  Corps;  Washington,  1>.  C. 


Seport  of  Captain  Einggold,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Sabine. 

TJ.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 
Off  Port  Royal,  8.  C,  November  8,  1801. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  while  cruising  off  George- 
town, S.  C,  within  tlie  limits  prescribed  by  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough, 
1  fell  in  with  the  trans])ort  steamer  Governor  in  a  sinking  condition  (in 
tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  and  in  com])any  with  the  D.  S.  bark 
Younfi  Rover),  with  a  battalion  of  marines  under  commaud  of  Major 
Reynolds,  of  the  Marine  Corps. 

I  am  gratified  to  inform  you  that  after  great  difficulty  I  succeeded  in 
rescuing  the  whole  battalion,  with  the  exception  of  1  corporal  and  G 
])iivates,  who,  through  their  own  imprudence,  threw  themselves  over- 
board, hoping  to  gain  this  ship,  and  were  drowned. 

1  also  took  from  the  sinking  steamer  nearly  all  the  arms,  ammunition, 
accouterments,  and  clotliing.  Such  of  the  latter  as  was  lost  T  have  felt 
it  my  duty  to  supply  from  the  stock  of  marine  clothing  on  board  and 
from  that  of  the  paymaster. 

1  have  also  coiii|)lied  with  the  requisition  of  Major  Reynolds  for  8 
privates  from  the  marine  guard  of  this  ship,  7  of  them  to  fill  vacancies, 
caused  as  above  stated,  and  1  to  supply  the  place  of  1  whose  arm  was 
badly  fractured  in  the  attempt  to  get  on  board  while  the  steamer  was 
under  our  starboard  quarter. 

Knowing  the  great  importance  of  the  battalion  to  you,  and  in  com- 
pliance with  my  own  conviction  of  duty,  and  the  urgent  desire  of  Major 
Reynolds,  I  did  not  hesitate,  temporarily,  to  leave  my  station  and  pro- 
ceed with  all  dispatch  to  join  you  in  order  to  restore  so  valuable  a  por- 
tion of  your  command,  separated  from  the  sijuadron  by  stress  of  weather 
and  saved  under  the  most  perilous  circumstances. 

My  ship  had  previously  sustained  serious  injuries,  and  while  engaged 
in  the  hazardous  duty  incident  to  the  rescue,  received  others.  Among 
them  the  spindle  of  the  capstan  was  found  to  be  sprung,  and  as  the  ship 
has  at  the  utmost  only  ten  days'  water  on  board,  it  is  al)Holute]y  incum 
bent  on  me  to  resume  the  blockade  miuI  carry  out  ])romptly  the  duties 
under  my  letter  of  instructions  fronj  l<'lag-Ufficer  Goldsborough. 
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I  therefore  trust  you  will  take  immediate  steps  to  provide  for  tbe 
transfer  of  the  battalion  to  your  squadron.  Tiie  boats  of  my  ship  will 
be  placet!  at  the  disiiosal  of  Major  Reynolds.  ^ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gadwalader  Kinogold, 

Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 
Flag-Ofticer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockadinf/  Squadron,  Fort' Royal,  S.  G. 


Eeport  of  Acting  Master  Woidman,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  operations  of  the  steamer  Gov- 
ernor, while  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  November  8, 1861. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  desire,  1  submit  the  following  as  com 
iiig  under  my  observation  while  in  charge  of  the  steamer  on  which 
your  command  was  embarked  at  Ham])ton  Roads.  My  charge  of  the 
steamer  commenced  with  the  crash  of  tlie  hog  braces,  when  it  became 
(juite  evident  to  those  who  observed  the  bearing  of  the  captain  of  the 
boat,  Mr.  Litchfield,  that  a  change  was  necessary.  This  was  on  the 
morning  of  Friday,  November  1,  about  11  o'clock.  In  taking  charge 
of  the  steamer,  the  following  facts  presented  themselves  for  my  action: 
ller  sponsons  were  found  leaky  and  in  an  unseaworthy  condition;  her 
hull  in  very  nearly  as  bad  a  condition;  her  pumps  in  wretched  order; 
her  hog  braces  rotten,  insecurely  fastened,  and  broken  in  several 
places;  about  2  feet  of  water  in  her  hold,  and  gaining  slowly,  all  pum])s 
going.  To  remedy  the  condition  of  the  sponsons  in  a  measure,  I 
;i(lopted  the  plan  of  changing  my  course  so  as  to  brfng  the  wind  on  the 
quarters,  alternately,  so  that  after  clearing  one  sponson,  I  could  clear 
the  other,  and  in  the  meanwhile  keep  the  one  previously  cleared  in 
comparatively  good  condition.  To  assist  the  pumps,  bucket  companies 
were  formed,  some  of  your  officers  taking  charge.  We  gained  on  the 
leaks  after  bailing  lively.  Her  pumps  could  not  be  repaired  very 
readily,  but  one  of  the  privates  of  your  command  put  them  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  I'ender  them  service  able  for  some  time.  Her  hog  braces 
were  secured  as  well  as  possible,  they  lasting  during  the  whole  gale. 
The  gale  at  this  stage  of  our  difficulties  was  blowing  strong,  accom- 
panied with  a  heavy  sea.  Its  direction  about  S.  E.,  the  steamer  making 
a  N.W.  course  very  nearly.  1  exerted  myself  to  render  her  as  easy  as 
circumstances  would  permit,  which  I  found  was  fvicilitated  bj'  starting 
all  the  water  forward,  and  shifting,  at  difl'erent  periods  of  the  gale,  her 
deck  load  from  side  to  side.  Late  on  Friday  night,  two  vessels  were 
discovered,  which  we  signaled  by  means  of  rockets,  etc.,  hoping  that 
they  would  keep  by  us  during  the  gale.  They  answered  us,  but  we  soon 
lost  sight  of  them.  I  took  about  twenty  minutes  rest  at  midnight, 
when  you  and  Lieutenant  Corrie  aroused  me,  calling  my  attention  to  a 
change  in  the  weather.  I  informed  you  that  I  had  little  hopes  of  com- 
ing out  safe,  and  procee<le(l  to  take  additional  precautions  for  the 
steamer's  safety.  The  gale  changed  and  blew  'strong  from  the  south- 
ward and  westward,  the  vessel  riding  easily  head  to  wind.  Several 
accidents  succeeded  each  other  in  quick  succession,  soon  after  culminat- 
ing in  the  fall  of  the  smokestack,  the  bursting  of  the  steam  pipe,  and 
the  vessel  becoming  unmanageable.  Notwithstanding  these  discourag- 
ing events  your  men  worked  nobly,  and  it  was  seldom  found  necessary 
to  reprove  any  of  your  men.  On  Saturday  morning  the  Tsaac  Smith 
spoke  us,  giving  us  to  understand  that  she  would  save  all  of  us  at  any 
cost.    She  passed  us  several  hawsers,  but  unfortunately  our  vessel 
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acted  so  badly  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  reuder  her  in  any 
degree  uiore  comfortable.  Soon  after  speaking  the  Smith  the  Young 
Rover  spoke  us,  and  gave  us  to  understand  that  a  large  frigate  was 
making  for  us.  It  proved  to  be  the  vessel  we  are  now  on.  She,  after 
a  great  deal  of  labor  and  trouble,  succeeded  in  saving  all  of  us,  with  few 
excejjtions,  who  were  either  drowned  or  killed  at  various  stages  of  the 
wreck.  Beforp  I  close,  I  must  mention  that  your  officers  aided  ine 
greatly  in  my  attempts  to  keejj  the  steamer  afloat,  ]>articularly  Captain 
Wiley.  Lieutenants  Huntington,  Bartlett,  and  Mathews.  Of  the  crew, 
the  least  1  can  say  is  that  they  were  very,  very  worthless.  The  chief 
engineer  and  the  chief  mate  conducted  themselves  as  cowards  and 
traitors  only  know  how. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Weiuman. 
Major  Keynolds. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Reynolds,  IT.  S.  Uarine 

Corps. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  19,  1861. 
Majoe  :  You  will  find  herewith  a  communication  addressed  by  me 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  forwarding  your  report  in 
relation  to  the  disaster  at  sea  which  overtook  the  transport  Governor, 
on  which  you  were  embarked  with  the  battalion  of  marines  under  your 
command. 

I  take  this  occasijin  to  express  to  yourself,  to  the  officers,  noncom- 
missioned ofticers,  and  i)rivates  of  the  battalion  my  warm  appreciation 
of  the  good  conduct  and  moral  courage  displayed  by  them  on  the  occa- 
sion above  alluded  to.  Deprived  of  any  opportunity  to  exert  them- 
selves, and  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  take  measures  to  meet  the 
emergency  proving  incompetent,  your  situation  was  a  more  trying  one 
than  any  encounter  with  our  enemy  could  have  been. 

I  felt  much  anxiety  in  reference  to  the  battalion,  and  was  truly 
thankful  to  hear  of  its  safe  arrival. 

T  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Major  Jno.  George  Eeynolds, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  XS.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging 

his  services. 

Extract.]  U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Friday,  November  8,  1861. 

My  Dear  Uapiatn :  1  have  your  report  of  saving  the  marines,  and 
until  I  can  acknowledge  your  handsome  services  oificially,  please 
receive  my  informal  thanks. 

I  send  you  the  letters  addressed  to  you  the  other  day. 

1  am  anxious  you  should  resume  the  blockade  of  Georgetown  as 
many  vessels  are  fitting  out  in  England  to  get  into  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.     *     *     * 
Tours,  truly, 

.     ,,  S.  F.  DUPONT. 

Captain  Kinggold, 

TJ.  8.  Ship  Sabine. 
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BepoTt  of  Captain  Binggold,  V.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report  of  services  performed 

by  the  U.  S.  ship  Sabine. 

U.  S.  FRiGiTE  Sabine, 
Navy  Yard,  New  York,  May  20,  1862. 
Sir:  Tt  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  the  accompanying  report,  etc., 
of  the  service  rendered  by  the  Sabine  to  the  transport  Governor,  in 
November,  1861,  although  prepared  in  January  last,  was  not  engrossed 
until  a  day  or  two  since.  As  expressed  in  the  conclusion  of  my  letter 
to  you,  accompanying  the  report,  my  only  object  was  to  have  the  facts 
on  file  for  future  reference,  and  I  therefore  did  not  allow  the  subject  to 
interfere  with  my  more  important  public  duties. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 
Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

New  York,  January  6, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of 
November  last,  in  consequence  of  indications  of  approaching  stormy 
weather  and  reluctance  to  Jeopard  the  safety  of  my  ship  in  an  exi)08ed 
roadstead  like  that  off  Georgetown,  S.  O.,  I  weighed  my  anchor  and  put 
to  sea. 

As  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Flag  Officer  Du  Pont 
encountered  the  memorable  gale  of  the  succeeding  night,  you  have  no 
doubt  been  duly  apprised  by  him  of  the  disasters  suffered  and  can 
judge  of  its  terrors  from  his  experience. 

On  the  following  day,  at  1  p.  m.,  Georgetown  light-house  beai  ing 
N.  W.,  35  miles  distant,  the  wind  having  veered  to  the  W.  S.  W.,  but 
still  blowing  very  strong,  with  a  heavy  sea,  whilst  the  Sabine  was 
returning  to  her  former  station,  two  vessels  in  close  company,  bearing 
to  the  southward,  were  discovered  from  aloft.  A  rakish  bark,  in  sight 
to  windward  since  daylight,  whose  movements,  in  view  of  the  block- 
ade, made  it  proper  to  watch  and  chase  her,  was  at  this  time  nearly  on 
the  same  line  of  bearing  and  standing  in  their  direction  under  a  press 
of  sail. 

I  stood  for  the  strangers  immediately,  and  very  shortly  afterward 
made  them  out  to  be  two  steamers  in  tow,  one  of  which  appeared  to  be 
crippled.  The  bark  alluded  to  wore  ship  very  suddenly  and  bore  up, 
evidently  with  a  desire  to  communicate  with  me,  displaying  the  flags 
union  down,  as  signals  of  distress.  Perceiving  I  was  standing  for  the 
steamers,  the  bark  again  wore  ship,  and  stood  back  for  the  distressed 
vessels. 

Pressing  on  I  soon  joined  company,  when  I  found  my  worst  fears 
painfully  realized.  A  side-wheel  steamer,  rolling  heavily,  rudder  gone, 
smokestack  overboard,  her  decks  crowded  with  humiin  beings,  lay 
before  me,  a  helpless  wreck,  and  a  small  screw  steamer,  evidently  much 
damaged  and  scarcely  able  to  take  care  of  herself,  was  nobly  standing 
by  her  in  her  misfortune. 

The  wind  high  and  sea  very  heavy,  it  was  extremely  doubtful  whether 
any  boat  could  live,  either  to  reach  the  wreck  or  to  regain  the  ship. 
Notwithstanding  the  hazard  I  promptly  dispatched  Lieutenant  Balch, 
executive  officer,  with  Acting  Master  Beattie,  to  the  scene  of  the  dis- 
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aster  for  the  purpose  of  assuring  the  officer  iu  cliar^e  of  our  deterrni- 
natiou  to  stand  by  and  succor  them  to  the  last  extrcMnity.  Lieutenant 
Balch  passed  within  hail,  it  being  impossible  to  board,  exhorting  the 
vessel's  comi)any  to  rely  upon  our  exertions  and  the  power  of  the  ship 
to  save  and  i)rovide  for  them.  The  encouragement  thus  given  was 
resiwnded  to  with  a  shout  that  rent  the  heavens. 

This  fearless  officer  with  great  difficulty  regained  the  ship  and 
reported  lier  to  be  the  transport  Governor,  of  Flag  Officer  Du  Font's 
squadron,  in  a  badly  leaking  condition,  having  on  board  a  battalion  of 
marines,  under  the  command  of  the  veteran  Major  Reynolds,  the  officers, 
rank,  and  file  amounting  to  \M^'>  men,  which,  together  with  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  transport,  comprised  about  4(10  souls.  All  hands  had 
been  engaged  in  pumping  and  bailing,  but  the  water  was  gaining 
rapidly  upon  them. 

The  propeller  in  company  proved  to  be  the  gunboat  Isaac  ^mith. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  and  the  bark  turned  out  to  be  the 
gunboat  Young  Rover,  whose  motions  that  morning  1  had  observed  with 
suspicion,  and  the  jiursuit  of  which  happily  resulted  in  the  providential 
discovery  of  the  wreck  and  her  human  freight,  thus  exposed  to  the 
mercy  of  the  storm. 

Imagine,  sir,  the  Joy  that  filled  our  hearts  on  finding  we  were  just  in 
time  to  serve  and  save  our  countrymen  and  brethren  from  the  jaws  of 
destruction.  The  helpless  condition  of  the  wreck,  the  imminent  peril 
that  environed  all,  and  the  fury  of  the  elements  left  little  time  for 
deliberation.  My  flrgt  impulse  was  to  take  the  wreck  in  tow  and  carry 
her  to  my  late  anchorage  off  Georgetown.  This,  however,  was  impos- 
sible; to  luive  undertaken  it  would  have  been  to  destroy  the  last  hope  of 
rescue.  The  perilous  condition  of  my  own  ship  and  apprehensions  for 
her  safety  ill  the  event  of  collision  demanded  judgment  and  decision. 

Being  at  the  time  on  soundings,  in  13  fathoms  of  water,  I  resolved  to 
come  to  anchor.  The  wrecked  vessel  was  floating  astern  and  under 
the  lee.  1  dispatched  Acting  Master  Hathaway,  an  exiellent  officer, 
with  orders  for  the  Governor  to  come  to  anchor  also,  when  I  should 
drop  the  Sabine  down  until  the  wreck  was  brought  within  convenient 
distance,  and  then  from  my  ship's  stern  (with  the  aid  of  a  whip  pur- 
chase and  the  spanker  boom  for  a  derrick)  hoist  the  men  on  board. 

It  was  unsafe  to  communicate  in  boats,  as  experience  soon  proved. 
It  was  equally  hazardous  to  attempt  to  render  aid  by  throwing  men  on 
board.  It  was  my  duty  to  save  those  who  were  in  extreme  peril  with- 
out, if  possible,  exposing  to  unnecessary  risk  my  own  good  men.  Here 
an  emergency,  unexpected,  forced  me  to  change  my  purpose. 

The  Governor  having  anchored  as  directed,  1  veered  out  chain  until 
the  frigate  came  within  a  short  distance  of  her.  Stout  hawsers  were 
passed  on  board  and  made  fast,  and.  as  I  confidently  hoped,  the  vessel 
so  effectually  secured  as  to  permit  iis  to  begin  the  good  work.  With 
zealous  officers,  a  faithful  crew,  excellent  boats,  and  the  various  other 
resources  of  a  iiowerful  frigate,  we  proceeded  in  our  labor,  but,  as  you 
will  soon  see,  I  sa(;riticed  two  boats  that  fell  as  easy  prey  to  the 
devouring  elements.  At  first  I  hesitated  whether  to  hoist  up  the  boats 
that  had  coniinuiiicated  with  the  wreck  or  leave  them  down  to  be  used 
as  occasion  might  demand.  Before  any  order  could  be  executed  two 
of  them  were  literally  stove  to  atoms  by  collision  with  the  wreck  and 
my  ship. 

All  things  ready,  about  10  p.  m.  the  work  began.  The  progress  of 
transfer  was  tedious  enough,  but  as  the  anxious  night  wore  away  we 
felt  thankful  to  Providence,  as  we  beheld  the  careworn  men  safely, 
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though  slowly,  reaching  our  deck.  But  in  the  midst  of  these  oper- 
ations, at  1  a.  m.,  the  gale  renewed  its  fury;  the^ea,  which  had  been 
gradually  subsiding,  arose  again  in  all  its  power,  the  ship  labored  at 
her  anchors,  and  the  wreck  rolled  destructively.  As  she  lurched  first 
to  port  and  then  to  starboard,  burying  her  sharp  bow  deep  into  the 
trough  of  the  sea,  each  plunge  seemed  to  be  her  last.  To  add  to  her 
danger,  at  this  moment  one  of  her  heavy  hawsers  gave  way  and  in  a 
moment  more  another  parted.  I  now  almost  despaired.  Fortunately, 
however,  the  anchor  of  the  wreck  held  on.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of 
the  night  this  was  not  immediately  discovered,  but  it  is  to  this  lucky 
circumstance  that  the  ultimate  success  of  our  measure  was  due.  At 
this  crisis  it  became  necessary  to  secure  the  fasts  again.  Volunteers 
being  called  for.  Acting  Master  Beattie,  a  thorough  seaman  and  a  man 
of  nerve,  followed  by  his  hardy  tars,  gained  the  deck  of  the  Governor 
(passing  over  the  stern  of  the  frigate)  and  the  hawsers  were  soon  again 
made  .fast.  The  largest  hawser  soon  gave  way  a  second  time,  cut  in 
two  by  the  sharp  stem  of  the  steamer.  The  heavy  stream  chain  cable 
of  the  ship  was  then  passed  on  board  and  well  secured.  The  purchase 
was  once  more  manned,  and  the  rescue  successfully. continued  for  a 
brief  period,  when  the  gale  recommenced  blowing  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence. The  heavy  chain  cable,  now  yielding  to  the  force  of  the  squall, 
gave  way  and  the  wreck  fell  astern,  when  amid  the  raging  of  the  ele- 
ments a  hail  from  Mr.  Beattie  that  the  wreck  was  sinking  was  heard, 
carrying  consternation  to  every  bosom.  The  number  of  the  rescued  at 
this  stage  did  not  exceed  thirty  men.  One  chance  yet  remained  of 
saving  a  portion  at  least  of  the  great  number  yet  on  board.  Provi- 
dentially a  single  hawser  stubbornly  held  on,  preventing  the  wreck 
from  drifting  of!'.  1  ordered  it  manned  and  the  wreck  liauled  up  on  the 
starboard  quarter,  calling  aloud  to  the  people  to  leap  for  their  lives, 
and  gain,  if  possible,  the  deck  of  my  ship.  Thirty  more  men  were 
saved,  but  the  two  vessels  came  into  collision,  the  steamer  thumped 
heavily  against  the  quarter  of  the  ship,  tearing  off  some  20  feet  of  her 
deck  rail,  and  was  in  imminent  danger  of  breaking  in  the  middle  and 
going  to  pieces.  The  responsibility  of  bringing  her  alongside  was 
great,  still  greater  now  to  order  her  to  be  dropi)ed  astern  again,  with 
a  jiainful  consciousness  that  she  might  be  passing  forever  beyond  the 
pale  of  our  protection,  but  her  own  good  anchor  and  chain  stood  their 
ground,  and  in  fact  proved  her  salvation.  While  alongside,  two 
marines  in  their  attempts  to  reach  the  ship  fell  between  the  vessels 
and  one  was  crushed  to  death.  As  she  fell  astern,  six  others  in  the 
panic  leaped  overboard  in  the  hope  of  gaining  the  ship  and  were 
drowned.  Here  succeeded  a  scone  that  beggars  description;  the 
despair  felt  on  feeling  this  attempt  at  rescue  had  proved  so  unsuccess- 
ful, the  bubbling  cry  of  drowning  men.  the  confusion  on  board  the 
wreck,  the  unnatural  glare  of  the  sea  and  sky,  caused  by  the  rockets 
and  the  red  and  blue  lights  (signals  for  assistance  to  the  Isaac-Smith 
and  Young  Rover),  presented  a  scene  that  might  well  have  struck  ter- 
ror to  the  stoutest  heart. 

While  pondering  what  was  next  to  be  done  the  storm  sensibly  abated, 
the  sea  became  more  calm,  and  the  shattered  wreck  rode  with  com- 
parative ease  under  the  protection  of  the  stern  of  my  noble  ship.  Dur- 
ing the  silence  that  followed  the  scene  just  described  (at  about  3.30 
a.  m.)  Major  Keynolds  hailed  me  to  say  that  with  the  assistance  of  the 
steam  pumps  and  bailing  there  was  a  bare  hope  that  the  wreck  could 
be  kept  afloat  until  daylight,  that  all  hands  were  utterly  exhausted, 
N  W  E — VOL  12 It) 
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and  suggested  that  further  work  should  be  suspended  until  dawn. 
This  intelligence  revived-  hope  and  filled  all  hearts  with  gratitude 
to  God. 

Daylight  brought  a  clear  sky  and  every  indication  of  fair  weather. 
Although  wind  and  sea  continued  high,  the  gale  had  passed.  The 
wreck  had  increased  her  distance  from  the  frigate  (the  hawsers  being 
slacked  up)  and  was  riding  with  a  strain  upon  her  own  moorings,  mak- 
ing it  unsafe  to  use  the  stern  purchase.  Tlie  port  quarter  boat  was  the 
only  6ne  at  control  outboard  (the  stern  and  starboard  quarter  boats 
having  been  lost),  and  I  directed  it  to  be  manned  with  a  select  crew 
and  rounded  [to]  abreast  of  the  wreck,  but  at  such  a  distance  as  to 
avoid  collision.  A  small  breast  line  was  passed  on  board,  connecting 
the  two  together,  and  the  order  given  for  the  men  to  jump  boldly  over- 
board, one  at  a  time,  and  with  this  assistance  gain  the  boat  by  swim- 
ming. Acting  Boatswain  Hatfield,  Quartermaster  Bryan,  Coxswain 
Fair,  and  William  Q.  Lane,  seaman,  comprised  the  sturdy  crew  and 
managed  the  boat  with  coolness  and  dexterity.  It  required  much  reso 
lution  on  the  part  of  the  marine  who  was  ordered  to  take  the  first  fearful 
leap  from  the  shattered  deck  and  swim  for  his  life.  The  example  set, 
the  others  rapidly  followed,  and  in  five  minutes  fifteen  persons  more 
were  safely  tninsVerred  from  the  boat  to  the  ship.  This  experiment 
proved  so  successful  that  1  abandoned  the  use  of  the  purchase,  and  by 
8  a.  m.  the  whole  battalion  (save  the  seven  who  were  lost)  were  safely 
on  board.  Major  Reynolds  and  stafi'  being  the  last  to  abandon  the 
wreck.  Captain  Litchfield  formally  abandoned  to  me  the  wrecked 
vessel.*  (See  annexed  document  marked  K.) 

My  next  duty  was  to  save  the  public  property  and  personal  effects 
of  the  battalion.  Our  success  in  this  respect  far  exceeded  my  expecta- 
tions, and  by  11.30  a.  m.  the  doomed  transport  was  finally  abandoned 
to  her  fate.  Preparations  were  now  made  to  set  fire  to  her,  but  1  con- 
cluded to  reserve  her  for  target  practice  after  getting  underway.  Wlien 
left  to  herself,  however ,  the  elements  soon  disposed  of  her.  The  pumps 
once  stopped,  the  leak  rapidly  gained.  She  was  fast  sinking,  and  at 
3.30  p.  m.  she  fell  on  her  side  (carrying  tlie  walking  bciim  and  platform 
with  her),  went  to  pieces,  and  sank,  covering  the  surface  of  the  sea  with 
the  shattered  fragments  of  her  upper  works. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  before  I  anchored  my  ship,  preparatory 
to  the  rescue,  an  officer,  as  I  am  informed,  came  on  board,  reporting 
the  inability  of  the  Young  Rover  to  render  any  assistance  owing  to 
injuries  sustained  in  the  gale.  He  left  immediately  without  reporting 
himself  to  me.  I  was  at  the  time  occupied  in  directing  the  movements 
of  my  shi)).  The  Young  Rover,  toward  night,  anchored  about  3  miles 
under  the  lee,  and  early  next  morning  parted  company  without  further 
communication . 

Soon  after.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholsoif  came  on  board  and 
reported  the  Isaac  Smith  disabled,  with  loss  of  the  heavy  battery,  which 
it  was  found  necessary  to  heave  overboard.  I  directed  him  to  anchor 
conveniently  for  the  night,  and  next  morning  ordered  him  to  proceed 
with  all  dispatch  to  Port  Eoyal  and  convey  to  -Flag  Officer  Du  I'ont 
intelligence  of  the  safety  of  the  battalion. 

The  Sabine  sustained  serious  injuries.  The  trying  circumstances 
under  which  the  rescue  was  effected  produced  much  confusion  about 
the  decks,  and  the  task  of  heaving  in  the  long  scope  of  cables  and 
restoring  the  ship  to  order  was  at  once  begun. 

There  were  now  about  nine  hundred  souls  on  board,  while  the  supply 
of  wood  and  water  was  extremely  limited.    The  instructions  of  Flag- 
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Officer  Goldsborough  touching  the  blockade  were  positive,  aufl  I  iiad 
to  decide,  under  the  circumstances,  upon  the  course  it  wiis  best  to 
pursue.  From  rumor  alone  I  learned  that  the  exi»edition  under  Flag- 
Oflicer  Du  Pont  was  about  to  strike  a  blow  at  some  point  on  the 
Southern  coast.  Upon  consultation  with  Major  Reynolds  in  regard  to 
the  destination  of  his  battalion,  that  officer  decided  in  the  emergency 
to  break  the  seal  of  his  coniidential  orders,  which,  when  known,  left 
me  no  alternative  but  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  quitting  the  sta- 
tion and  proceeding  forthwith  to  Port  Eoyal  for  the  object  of  adding  a 
powerful  body  of  troops  to  Flag-Ofiftcer  Du  Pont's  command. 

The  battalion  had  lost  portions  of  their  equipments,  and  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  propose  compliance  with  any  requisition  Major  Reynolds 
might  submit,  and  to  transfer  from  the  marine  guard  of  the  Sabine 
seven  men,  volunteers,  to  supply  the  loss  of  those  of  the  battalion  who 
had  ])erished. 

We  were  soon  underway,  the  allowance  of  water  was  reduced  to 
half  a  gallon  a  man  per  diem,  a  privation  to  which  all  submitted  with 
cheerfulness.  Another  gale  irom  the  S.  W.  soon  sjirung  up,  greatly 
retarding  our  progress.  At  9 :  30  a.  m.  on  the  8th,  however,  we  were 
within  35  miles  of  Port  Eoyal,  becalmed,  and  plainly  heard  the  reports 
of  the  guns  of  the  bombardment.  I  immediately  ordered  my  ship  to  be 
cleared  for  action,  hoping  that  a  favorable  breeze  might  enable  me  to 
join  in  the' attack  as  a  willing  volunteer. 

The  firing,  however,  ceased  at  1  p.  m.,  giving  certain  presage  of 
victory,  and  the  Department  can  better  conceive  than  I  describe  the 
deep  regret  and  disappointment  felt  by  all  to  find  we  were  unable  to 
share  in  the  dangers  and  honors  of  that  memorable  day.  Gaining  the 
outer  roads  of  Port  Eoyal  the  same  evening,  I  dispatched  Lieutenant 
Balch  to  report  my  arrival  to  FlagOfiScer  Du  Pont  (copy*  hereto 
annexed,  "A").  On  his  return  next  day  I  first  learned  that  the  Sabine 
had  been  transferred  to  the  squadron  of  that  officei-  and  assigned  by 
him  a  prominent  position  in  the  attack.  The  orders,  however,  had  not 
been  forwarded  to  me. 

I  have  now  to  express  my  deep  sense  of  obligation  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command  for  their  zeal,  energy,  and  conduct  during  the 
trying  moments  devoted  to  the  rescue  of  so  many  human  lives.  Where 
all  so  nobly  did  their  duty  it  would  be  difficult  and  invidious  for  me  to 
attempt  to  discriminate.  But  it  is  a  duty  I  owe,  as  well  as  a  pleasure, 
to  present  the  whole  command  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Department. 

To  Lieutenant  Balch  I  am  much  indebted  for  sound  advice  and  sug- 
gestions (in  consultations)  in  the  difiQcult  situation  in  which  we  were 
placed.  To  his  gallantry  I  have  already  paid  tribute.  1  commend 
him  to  the  best  notice  of  the  Government,  which  he  so  meritoriously 
serves.  Lieutenants  Blake  and  McCann  and  Master  J.  Crittenden 
Watson  were  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  and  managed  the  cables, 
hawsers,  etc.,  with  the  utmost  skill  and  efficiency.  Acting  Master 
Beattie's  conduct  (who  volunteered  to  board  the  steamer  at  a  moment 
of  critical  peril  to  secure  the  cables  and  fasts)  merits  high  praise. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwaladeb  Einggold, 

Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

'  See  \).  2315. 
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[Enclosure.] 

E. 

Steamer  Govebnoe, 
At  Sea,  November  3,  1861. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  abandon  to  you  the  steamer  Governor,  m\A^v  my 
command,  chartered  by  the  U.  S.  Government  to  transport  troopH. 

On  Friday  nij-ht  last,  during  a  severe  gale,  the  hog  frames  were 
broken,  the  engine  became  partially  disabled,  and  the  vessel  commenced 
leaking. 

On  next  day  the  rudder  was  broken,  the  steamer  becam*'  entirely 
unmanageable,  and  the  leak  increased  to  such  extent  as  to  keep  the 
Worthiugton,  injection,  and  bilge  pumps  going  continually  and  two 
large  gangs  of  men  bailing,  and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  the 
Sabine,  under  your  command,  she  must  have  gone  down  with  all  on 
board,  as  the  disabled  condition  of  the  bark  Young  Hover  and  small 
steamer  Isaac  Smith,  who  were  in  company,  prevented  them  from 
rendering  the  necessary  assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  L.  Litchfield, 

Captain. 
Captain  Einggold, 

Commanding  U.  S.-Shiji  Sabine. 


Report  of  Captain  Ringgold,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  gliip  Sabine,  regarding  injuries 
*  Bostained  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 
Off  Port  Royal  Entrance,  S.  C,  November  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  it  was  not  until  late  yesterday, 
on  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Balch  of  this  ship,  that  I  was  apprised  of 
the  transfer  of  the  Sabine  to  your  command.  Otherwise  I  would  have 
submitted  the  enclosed  statement  to  you,  with  a  reportof  the  proceed- 
ings and  doings  of  this  ship,  through  that  officer,  since  assuming  the 
duty  of  the  blockade  of  Georgetown,  S.  C,  under  the  instructions  of 
Flag-Ofticer  Goldsborough,  of  24th  September  last. 

I  now  enclose  a  tabular  statement,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that 
numbers  of  vessels  were  boarded  and  warned  off',  and  I  am  confident 
that,  although  often  interfered  with  by  inclement  weather,  the  heavy 
draft  of  the  ship,  and  the  irregular  and  shoal  approach  to  the  entrance 
of  (ieorgetown,  added  to  light  variable  winds  and  strong  irregular 
tides,  the  blockade  has  not  been  violated,  and  which  could  be  made 
much  more  etf'ectual  if  the  Sabine  were  accompanied  by  a  steam  vessel 
of  sufficient  size  to  assist  her,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  above- 
mentioned  obstacles. 

In  addition  to  the  report  ol'  the  carpenter  of  this  ship,  transmitted  to 
you  yesterday,  I  have  to  report  that  she  has  sustained  very  serious 
injuries  while  rescuing  the  battalion  of  marines  from  the  Governor. 
Among  them,  tiie  spindle  of  the  capstan  is  found  to  be  sprung,  the  ship 
much  strained  in  her  after  body;  the  maintopsail  sheet  bitts  and  the 
deck  around  them  are  very  much  strained,  also  the  normans  on  the 
quarter  deck.  In  addition,  the  only  two  reliable  sails  in  the  ship  are 
one  new  maintopsail  and  one  new  mainsail.  The  whole  suit  of  sails  on 
board,  with  these  exceptions,  have  been  surveyed  and  nearly  all  con- 
demned as  unsuitable  for  the  weather  expected  by  ships  on  exposed 
duty. 
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I  do  not  consider  this  ship  safe  in  the  present  condition  of  the  rudder, 
foul  bottom,  and  many  other  defects  embraced  and  as  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  carpenter.  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,. 

Oadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 
Flag-OflBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Carpenter  Bnrcham,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  injuries  sastained  by  the  V.  8.  ship 

Sabine. 

U.  S.  Ship  Sabine, 
Off  Georgetown,  S.  C,  November  2-!,  1861. 

Sir:  As  this  ship  sustained  considerable  injury  on  the  occasion  of 
rescuing-  the  battalion  ot  marines,  etc.,  from  the  wreck  of  the  transport 
steamer  Governor,  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  I  beg  respectfully  to 
call  yonr  attention  to  the  following-: 

The  spindle  of  the  capstan  is  very  badly  sprung  and  the  whelps  need 
repairing;  some  of  them  are  broken  entirely  through. 

The  maintopsail  sheet  bitts  are  much  strained,  also  the  normans  on 
the  quarter  deck. 

Two  boats,  the  gig  and  Rover,  were  lost  with  all  their  appurtenances. 

Two  gun  deck,  three  berth  deck,  and  two  spar  deck  gratings  were 
lost  when  the  vessels  came  together,  having  been  .suspended  over  the 
side  (if  the  ship  as  landing  stages  for  the  mi-n  to  jump  on  to  save 
themselves. 

Both  of  the  binnacles  sustained  considerable  damage;  the  spindle  of 
one  and  the  moldings  ol  the  otlier  l»roken. 

The  starboard  quarter  gallery  was  completely  crushed  in  by  the  bow 
of  the  steamer,  at  the  same  time  destroying  the  starboard  life  buoy. 

The  lower  part  of  the  starboard  head  pump  was  carried  away  while 
getting  the  anchor  uj). 

There  is  a  defect  in  the  i  udder  which  might  possibly  cause  great 
damage  in  a  heavy  gale  if  not  remedied ;  the  rudder  binds  hard  against 
the  sterupost  from  the  lower  brace  to  the  heel,  causing  a  heavy  strain 
on  the  upper  braces. 

I  also  find  that  the  bowsprit  bitts  are  much  strained,  caused  by  the 
working  of  the  bowsprit  in  heavy  weather. 

There  is  a  leak  in  the  after  part  of  the  pump  hatch  which  can  not  be 
got  at  without  taking  uj)  the  lining. 
I  am.  sir  respectfully, 

Geo.  E.  Buecham, 

Acting  Carpenter. 

Captain  Oadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Sabine. 


Seport  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  regarding 
assistance  rendered  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
Off  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  d,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  with  this  vessel. 
On  Friday  evening  I  made  a  signal  of  distress  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  a  hawser  fast  to  me  from  th&  Atlantic,  hnt  the  wind  and  sea 
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were  too  heavy;  tbe  Florida  ran  down  to  me,  but  could  render  no 
assistance. 

After  dark  the  deck  abaft  commenced  rip1)ing  up  from  the  repeated 
heavy  shocks  of  the  sea.    I  therefore  cut  it  away  to  save  the  hull. 

During  the  night  the  vessel  strained  very  much  and  her  upper  deck 
became  loosened. 

At  daylight  Saturday  the  wind  hauled  into  the  southward  and  west- 
ward, blowing  heavily,  with  a  very  ugly  sea;  and  nothing  being  in 
sight,  I  opened  my  instructions  and  stood  in  toward  the  laud  with  a 
light  head  of  steam,  as  the  engine  frame  was  loosened  and  engine  out 
of  line. 

At  8  a.  m.  discovered  a  vessel  dead  to  windward  with  signals  of  dis- 
tress flyiug.  From  ai)pearances  I  judged  her  to  be  the  Oovernor,  trans- 
port. Finding  it  impossible  to  steam  up  to  her  in  my  disabled  condi- 
tion, I  felt  compelled,  though  very  leluctantly,  to  tlirow  my  battery 
overboard,  saving  only  the  Parrott  ritied  30-pounder.  This  had  the 
desired  effect,  enabling  me  to  reach  the  vessel,  whi(;h  proved  to  be  the 
Governor.  She  was  comjdetely  disabled,  her  hog  frame  broken,  smoke- 
stack and  rudder  gone,  and  leaking  badly. 

After  several  hours  of  arduous  work  I  succeeded  in  getting  two 
hawsers  fast,  and  commenced  towing  her  toward  the  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  into  smooth  water,  where  1  could  disembark  her  crew 
and  passengers  and  take  them  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

While  at  work,  the  Young  Rover,  cruiser,  stood  in,  and  learning  the 
state  of  affairs,  stood  seaward  and  signalized  a  vessel  in  the  ofiBng. 
This  vessel  came  in  at  3  j).  in.  and  proved  to  be  the  Sabine,  Captain 
Ringgold,  who  at  once  conimencted  t.iking  all  hands  on  board  of  the 
frigate. 

Blowing  heavily,  with  a  tremendous  sea  running,  caused  me  great 
anxiety,  as  the  safety  of  so  many  human  beings  was  dependent  npon 
my  getting  them  on  board  of  this  small,  partially  disabled  vessel,  but 
thanks  to  God.  the  timely  arrival  of  the  Sabine  gave  me  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  all  would  be  saved.  I  anchored  at  night  near  the  ves- 
sels, and  early  Sunday  morn  rendered  such  further  aid  as  I  could  in 
transporting  ofHcers  and  men  to  the  frigate.  After  consultation  with 
Oaptain  Einggold,  I  determined  to  proceed  here,  as  the  vessel  might 
be  of  use. 

I  trust  that  my  conduct  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

I  will  only  add  that  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  under  the  trying 
circumstances  in  which  they  have  been  placed  merits  approbation.' 
I  am,  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-OfBcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Endorseuiflit.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  November  6,  1861. 
The  conduct  of  Captain  Nicholson  meets  my  entire  approbation, 
showing  energy  and  judgment  in  saving  so  frail  a  vessel,  and  in  giving 
such  assistance  to  the  Governor  and  the  marines  aboard  of  her. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
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Beport  of  Lieutenant  ITicholson,  V.  S.  Navy,  Tegarding  injuries  sustained  by  the  V.  8.  S. 

Isaac  Smith. 

U.  S.  S.^SAAC  Smith, 
Port  Royal  Roads,  S.  C,  ISovember  4,  1861. 
Sir:  This  vessel  has  been  injured  as  follows,. viz:  Upper  deck  all 
loosened,  deck  cut  away  abaft,  hull  started  from  deck  aft,  engine  frame 
loosened,  engine  out  of  line,  battery  thrown  overboard. 

She  will  answe,  very  well  for  smooth-water  work  without  any  repairs, 
excei)t  her  battery,  and  1  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  give  me  guns 
to  replace  those  lost,  as  I  believe  she  will  be  a  very  effective  craft,  from 
ber  setting  so  low  in  the  water. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
TAeutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag  Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order   of  Flag-Officei   Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,    to   Captain  Ringgold,  TI.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
transportation  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Governor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  11,  18(11. 
Sir:  Tou  will  please  place  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Governor  and 
Lieutenant  Boyd,  of  the  Marine  Oorps,  on  board  tlie  steam  vessel  by 
which  you  will  ;  eceive  this  communication,  in  order  that  they  Jiiay  be 
sent  home  in  the  Vandalia. 

I  have  dispatched  the  steamer  McClellan  to  supply  you  with  water, 
of  which  you  will  take  on  board  20,0()(»  gallons. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 
.  Cadwalader  Ringgold,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Captain,  Comrtg.  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  off  Port  Royal  Roads,  S.  C. 


Beport  of  Captain  Binggold,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  execution  of  orders  regarding  the  crew  of  the 

steamer  Governor. 

TJ.  S.  Ship  Sabine, 
Off  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  11,  ISfil. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  the 
llth  instant,  the  officer  sand  crew  of  the  late  transport  steamer  Governor 
have  been  sent  on  board  the  steamer  McClellan  for  conveyance  home  in 
the  Vandalia;  also  Lieutenant  Boyd  and  two  marines,  invalids,  belong- 
ing to  the  battalion  of  Major  Reynolds,  the  one  with  a  badly  fractured 
arm  and  the  other  with  typhoid  fever. 

The  surgeon  of  this  ship  recommends  their  transfer;  also  that  they 
may  be  conveyed  to  the  hospital  at  New  York  for  careful  treatment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 
Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloclcadi7ig  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Order  of  Flag-Offioer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  0.  S.  ship  .Vandalia, 
for  transportation  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Governor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  13,J861. 
SiE:  You  will  please  receive  on  board  your  vessel  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  wrecked  steamer  Governor  and  carry  them  with  you  to 
New  York. 

liesi)ectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer,  etc. 
Commander  F.  S.  Haggbrty,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


A  resolution  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Commodore  Cadwalader  Binggold,  the  officers  and  crew 
*  of  the  United  States  ship  Sabine. 

Resolved  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress 
are  hereby  tendered  to  Commodore  Einggokl,  the  officers,  ])etty  officers, 
and  men  of  the  United  States  ship  Sabine  for  the  daring  and  skill  dis- 
played in  rescuing  tlie  crew  of  the  steam  transport  Governor,  wrecked 
in  a  gale  on  tlie  first  dayof  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
having  on  board  a  battalion  of  United  States  marines  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  John  G.  Eeynolds,  and  in  the  search  for,  and  rescue  of, 
the  United  States  line-of-battle  ^hi|)  Vermont,  disabled  in  a  gale  upon 
the  twenty-sixth  of  February  last,  with  her  crew  and  freight. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be  directed  to  communicate  the  foregoing  resolution  to  Commodore 
Ringgold,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command. 

Approved,  March  7, 1864. 


Letter  from  the  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York  City  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  correspondence  with  Captain  Binggold,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
testimonial  presented  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  IT.  S.  ship  Sabine. 

Office  op  the  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Assocjiation, 

Neic  York,  June  JO,  18(>2. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  this 
association  to  Captain  Cadwalader  Kinggold,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  which  accompanied  a  testimonial  for  the  praiseworthy  efforts 
displayed  by  Captain  Ringgold,  with  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Sabine,  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  men  on  board  the  sinking 
steamer  Governor  in  November  last. 

Injustice  to  Captain  Ringgold,  this  association  is  of  opinion  that  a 
copy  of  this  letter,  together  with  a  cojiy  of  his  reply,  should  be  placed 
on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  which  purpose  1  now  enclose  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Jones, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  V. 
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[Enclosures.] 

New  Yoek,  February  28,  1803. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  gold  medal 
awarded  by  the  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York.    It 
has  the  following  inscription : 

Presented  to  Captain  Carlwalader  Ringgold,  in  commemoration  of  his  suocessful 
eft'orts,  and  those  of  the  officers  and  crew  under  his  command  on  board  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Sabimt,  in  saving  over  400  lives  from  the  transport  steamer  Governor,  on  the 
2d  and  3d  of  November,  1861. 

The  association  asks  your  acceptance  of  this  medal,  with  the"  hope 
that  it  will  prove  an  enduring  and  pleasing  memento  of  the  humanity 
and  signal  ability  which  it  gratefully  acknowledges. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TiLESTON, 

President. 
Captain  Ringgold, 

United  States  Navy, 


TJ.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 
Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  2,  18(i2. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter f  the  158th  ultnu,),  trausmitting  a  gold  medal  awarded  by  the  Life 
Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York  in  commemoration  of  the 
successful  efforts  of  myself  and  those  of  the  officers  and  crew  under 
my  command,  on  board  the  IT.  S.  frigate  Sabine,  in  saving  over  400 
lives  from  the  transport  steamer  Governor,  on  the  2d  and  3d  Novem- 
ber, 1861. 

1  am  gratified  to  know  that  our  efforts  on  that  memorable  occasion 
have  received  the  approval  of  the  association  of  which  you  are 
president. 

To  save  life  is  ever  a  sacred  duty.  There  were  circumstances,  how- 
ever, that  made  the  rescue  in  this  instance  peculiarly  appropriate.  The 
Marine  Corps,  as  is  well  known,  forms  a  very  important  branch  of  our 
Navy.  As  a  body  it  has  no  superior  in  point  of  discipline,  gallantry, 
and  devotion  to  duty. 

The  battalion  under  Major  Reynolds  was  a  part  of  the  squadron  to 
which  the  Sabine  was  attached,  and  when  we  discovered  its  helpless 
condition  on  board  the  transport  your  own  generous  impulses  will  at 
once  respond  to  the  deep  emotions  that  filled  our  hearts  and  the  alac- 
rity with  which  we  hurried  to  the  rescue. 

The  medal,  be  assured,  is  most  acceptable,  and  will  be  regarded,  not 
more  as  "an  enduring  and  pleasing  memento,"  than  it  will  ever  be  cher- 
ished as  a  delicate  tribute  of  the  respect  entertained  by  the  association 
for  the  service  rendered. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain,  Gommandinfi  Sabine. 

T.  TiLESTON,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Life  Saving  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York. 
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Letter  from  the  Common  Council  of  ITew  York  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  copy 
of  resolation  presented  to  Captain  Binggold,  TT.  S.  Navy,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
V.  S.  ship  Sabine.  ^ 

Office  of  Clerk  of  Common  Council, 

No.  8  City  Hall,  New  YorTc,  June  20,  1862. 

Sir:  It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  be  the  medium  of  commani- 
catiiig  to  you  a  copy  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by  both 
branches  of  the  Common  Couucil  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  duly 
approved  by  his  honor  the  mayor,  "tendering  to  Captain  Einggold,the 
orticers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Sabine,  on  behalf  of  the 
citizens  of  New  York,  thanks  for  their  heroic,  humane,  and  successful 
efforts  in  saving  the  lives  of  so  many  human  beings  from  the  wreck  of 
the  ill  fated  steamer  Governor,  which  foundered  during  the  severe  storm 
which  overtook  the  United  States  squadron  wliile  proceeding  from  Fort- 
ress Monroe  to  the  attack  and  capturp-  of  Port  Eoyal,"  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  highly  complimentary  letter  from  his  honor  the  mayor,  in 
transmitting  a  certified  copy  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions  to  Captain 
Kinggold. 

Consideration  for  Captain  Ringgold,  his  brave  officers  and  crew,  will, 
I  trust,  actuate  the  Department  in  causing  to  be  placed  on  file  the 
accompanying  letter,  preamble,  and  resolutions  that  the  Government 
and  the  country  may  learn  how  the  mayor  and  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  New  York  value  the  services  of  those  who  peril  their  own 
lives  in  the  effort  to  save  the  lives  of  others,  and  "in  order  to  incite, 
emulate,  and  encourage  others  to  the  performance  of  like  deeds  under 
similar  circumstances." 

With  Sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,- 

D.  T.  Valentine, 
'Glerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

Mayor's  Office, 
Neir  York,  January  21,  18(12. 
Sir:  Cordially  concurring  as  I  do  in  high  appreciation  of  the  action 
of  yourself,  your  ofticers,  and  crew,  on  the  occasion  of  the  wreck  of  the 
unfortunate  steamer  Governor,  as  exjjressed  by  the  Common  Council 
of  this  city  in  their  i)reamble  and  resolutions,  approved  by  methi.s  day, 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  herewith  transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of  such 
preamble  and  resolutions  and  join  in  the  request  that  you  will  cau.se 
them  to  be  read  to  the  officers  and  crew  from  the  (juarter-deck  of  the 
Sakme. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Opdyke,  Mayor. 
Cai)tain  Ringgold, 

United  States  Frigate  Sabine. 

1  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file 
in  my  office. 

I).  T.  Valentine, 
Clerk,  Common  Council. 

In  tlje  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Alderman  Peter 
Mitchell  presented  the  following  jjreiimble  and  resolutions: 

Wliert-as  houoralile  montion  slionid  be  mailc  of  acts  of  valor  and  courage,  wbetbcr 
perforineil  on  lanil  oi'Kea,  ill  order  to  iiicilc  einiilatioii  aud  encourage  oriiers  to  the 
perloriiiance  of  like  deeds  under  similar  circuinstaijceB; 
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And  whereas  Captain  Ringgold,  the  officers  and  crew,  of  the  United  States  frigate 
Sahine,  did,  under  very  perilons  circnmstances,  rescue  from  a  watery  grave  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  transport  steamer  Governor,  together^vith  a  battalion  of  United 
States  marines,  under  command  of  Major  Reynolds,  numbering  in  all  about  four 
hundred  souls;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York  tender  to  Captain 
Ringgold,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  frigatejSafcime,  on  bebalf  of  the 
citizens  of  New  York,  thanks  for  their  heroic,  humane,  and  Hiicoessful  eft'orts  in  sav- 
ing the  lives  of  so  many  human  beings  from  the  wreck  of  the  ill-fated  steamer 
Goitermr,  which  foundered  during  the  severe  storm  which  overtook  the  United 
States  squadron  while  proceeding  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  attack  and  capture 
of  Port  Royal. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutious  be  neatly  engrossed,  duly  authenticated, 
and  forwarded  to  Captain  Ringgold,  with  a  request  to  have  the  same  read  to  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Sabine  from  the  quarter-deck  of  that  vessel. 

Resolved,  That  his  honor  the  mayor  be  requested  to  comnmnicate  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutious  to  Captain  Ringgold,  now  in  this  port. 

Adoi)ted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  January  20, 1862. 
A<lopted  by  the  Board  of  Oouncilmen,  January  20,  1862. 
Approved  by  the  mayor,  January  21,  1862. 

D.  T.  Valentine, 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 
Nnvy  Yard,  New  Torlc,  January  22,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  accoiniiauyiug  a  copy  of  the  preamble  and  resolutigns 
recently  adopted  by  the  Common  Council  of  New  York,  expressive,  in 
such  highly  complimentary  terms,  of  the  service  rendered  by  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Sabine  on  the  occasion  of  the  wreck  of  the  unfortu- 
nate steamer  Governor. 

I  return  my  profound  thanks  and  those  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
my  shij)  for  this  distinguished  mark  of  approbation,  and  will  take  great 
pleasure  in  having  them  read'  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the  Sabine  in  the 
presence  of  the  officers  and  crew. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalaueb  Ringgold, 

Captain. 
Hon.  George  Opdyke, 

Mayor  of  Neir  York. 


letter  from  the  governor  of  Maryland,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of 
resolutions  passed  by  the  legislatm'e  and  presented  to  Captain  Ringgold,  tr.  S,  Navy,  with 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  V.  S.  ship  Sabine. 

State  op  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolifi,  June  24,  1862. 

Sir:  The  legislature  of  Maryland,  at  its  recent  session,  adopted, 
unanimously,  a  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  that  body  to  Captain 
Cadwalader  Einggold,  of  the  TJ.  S.  Navy,  and  at  present  in  command 
of  the  frigate  Sabine,  and  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  vessel  for 
their  gallant  and  humane  efforts  in  rescuing  a  marine  batttdioii  of  400 
men  from  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Oovernor  in  November  last. 

A  copy  of  this  resolution  has  been  transmitted  to  Captain  Einggold, 
and  I  deem  it  due  to  him  and  his  officers  and  crew  that  a  copy  thereof 
and  of  the  correspondence  with  Captain  Kinggold  on  the  subject  should 
also  be  transmitted  to  the  Navy  l3ei)artment  as  evidence  of  the  high 
a))precialion  entertained  by  tlie  State  of  Maryland  of  the  gallant 
services  of  the  officers  and  crew  referred  to. 


252  SOUTH   ATLA-NTIC   BLOCKADTOQ   SQUADROl^. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  said  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

*    A.  W.  Beadford. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  May  9,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  been  furnished  with  the  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  generalassembly  of  Maryland,  at  its  recent  session,  tendering 
to  you  its  tliauks  for  your  gallant  and  humane  services  in  rescuing  from 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Oovernor,  in  November  last,  a  battalion  of 
400  men  on  their  way  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Port  Eoyal. 

It  gives  nie  great  pleasure  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  this  resolution, 
expressive,  as  I  feel  assured  it  is,  of  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  our 
community  of  your  coolness  and  courage  upon  that  occasion.  I  beg- 
that  you  will  take  a  proper  opportunity  to  communicate  the  resolution 
to  the  other  officers  and  crew  of  the  Sabine. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Bradford. 

Captain  Cadwalader  Einggold,  U."S.  Navy. 


Legislature  op  the  State  of  Maryland, 

IN  General  Assembly, 

Annapolis,  March  3,  1862. 
Joint  resolutions  commending  the  conduct  of,  and  tendering  the  thanks 
of  the  legislature  to.  Captain  Cadwalader  Eiuggold,  his  officers  and 
crew,  for  rescuing  the  marine  battalion  from  the  wreck  of  the  steamer 
Governor,  adopted  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  March  3, 
1862. 

Whereas  tlie  coolness  and  eminent  seamanship  displayed  by  Captain 
Cadwalader  Ringgold,  early  in  November  last,  in  rescuing  a  marine 
battalion  of  400  men  from  the  wreck  of  the  transport  steamer  Oovernor 
during  the  storm  which  overtook  the  United  States  squadron  on  its 
way  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  attack  and  capture  of  Port  Royal,  is 
an  occurrence  well  calculated  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  American 
Navy  and  deserving  of  honorable  mention  by  tlie  legislature  of  his 
native  State :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  legislature  are  tendered  to  Captain  Ringgold  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  frigate  Sabine  for  their  gallant  and  humane 
efforts  in  saving  the  lives  of  so  many  human  beings  from  the  wreck  of 
the  ill-fated  steamer  Governor  during  the  storm  on  the  Southern  coast 
in  November  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  Captain  Ringgold,  requesting  him  to  communicate  the 
same  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  frigate  Sabine. 

A  true  copy  from  the  record. 

Attest : 

T.  Snov^'don  Thomas, 
Clerk  House  of  Delegates,  Maryland. 
Chapman  Harwood, 

Secretary  Senate. 
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U.  S.  Fkigatb  Sabine, 
Navy  Yard,  Neiv  ^^ork,  May  15,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Yoarofficial  communication,  dated  9tii  instant,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  concurrent  unanimous  vote 
of  both  liouses  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  has  been  received. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  kind  and  courteous  terms  in  which 
you  have  made  known  to  me  this  gratifying  testimony  of  the  favorable 
appreciation  on  the  part  of  my  native  State,  as  well  of  my  own  humble 
ettbrts  as  of  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  brave  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Hahine,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  which,  under  Providence,  so 
happily  resulted  in  rescuing  from  a  situation  of  extreme  peril  the  valu- 
able lives  of  so  mairy  brave  men. 

We  were  fortunately  and  most  unexpectedly  at  hand  to  undertake  a 
difficult,  an  anxious,  and  a  pleasing  duty,  and  it  was  i)erfornied  by  my 
efficient  officers  and  gallant  seamen  with  a  will  and  heartiness  that  char- 
acterize the  American  sailor  in  every  situation  of  great  peril. 

The  highest  reward,  next  to  the  consciousness  of  having  faithfully 
performed  his  duty,  which  any  one  of  us  could  desire,  is  the  knowl- 
edge that  our  friends  at  home  remember  us  kindly  and  make  honora- 
ble mention  of  our  services. 

I  shall  cause  the  resolutions  to  be  read  to  the  officers  and  crew,  and 
I  need  hardly  say  that  the  honor  done  to  us  will  be  deei)Iy  felt  by  all. 
If  the  legislature  was  in  session,  I  would  ask  of  you  tlie  favor  to  make 
known  to  that  honorable  body  our  resi>c(rtful  acknowledgments  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  us  by  the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  and  I  now 
ask,  in  my  dwn  name,  and  on  behalf  of  my  officers  and  crew,  that  this 
letter  may  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

His  Excellency  A.  W.  Bradford, 

Governor  of  Maryland. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  regarding  project  of  Boston  merchants  for  furnishing  stores 
to  the  blockading  vessels. 

Treasury  Department,  November  2, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  leceipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1st  instant  concerning  the  application  of  certain  merchants  of 
Bostoii  for  i)erinission  to  send  a  vessel  to  the  l)lnckading  squadron 
laden  with  stores  and  comforts  such  as  they  have  reason  to  believe 
many  of  the  ofiflcers  and  men  have  nefd  of  and  would  gladly  purchase 
at  fair  prices. 

You  express  the  opinion  that  such  a  project  might  be  allowed  under 
proper  restrictions  and  a  limited  number  of  vessels,  and  that  its  results, 
if  faithfully  carried  out,  would  be  highly  beneficial. 

I  beg  you  to  indicate  what  restrictions  should  be  placed  upon  the 
proposed  trade,  and  to  what  extent  it  should  be  allowed. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Harrington, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Endorsement.] 

I  would  advise  that,  if  possible,  the  parties  be  required  to  use  steam- 
ers, and  that  they  enter  into  heavy  bonds  to  communicate  only  with 
the  blockading  vessels  of  the  Onitcd  States  on  the  coast,  touching  at 
every  port  in  oar  possession,  and  that  the  officers  be  appointed  by  the 
Treasury  De[)artment. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  fAeutenant  Ammen,  U.  S. 
Navy,  for  the  delivery  of  orders  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Charleston,  November  3, 1861. 
Sir:  Please  proceed  off'  Charleston  and  deliver  the  accompanying 
letter  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  and  rejoin  this  ship  without  unneces- 
sary delay. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

S.  F.  DiT  Pont, 
F lag-Officer,  Gotnmanding  South  Atlantic  Blochadiiig  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca. 

[Enclosure.] 

Confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Charleston,  November  3,  18(J1. 
SiE:  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  please  join  me,  with  all  the  dispatch 
your  machinery  will  admit  of,  off'  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
F lag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  h.  Lardner, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Order  of  F lag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  join  him  off  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Confidential.]  Flagship  W^ abash, 

Off'  Charleston,  November  3,  1861. 
Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  please  join  me  with  all  dispatch  oft' 
Port  Royal,  S  C. 

The  Curleic,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  will  relieve  you  in 
the  blockade  of  Georgetown.     We  have  had  heavy  gales,  and  the  fleet 
has  not  yet  collected,  or  I  would  send  a  steamer  to  tow  you,  but  I  hope 
this  N,  W.  wind  will  bring  you  in  time. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  BlocMding  Squadron. 

Captain  Cadwaladeb  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

My  Dear  Ringgold:  The  within  order  I  could  not  carry  out,  owing 
to  the. absence  of  some  of  the  ships  of  this  squadron  causing  me.  to 

retain  the  Curlew. 
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The  Isaac  Smith  informed  me  of  the  important  service  you  had  ren- 
dered in  taking  the  battalion  of  marines  from  their  sinking  vessel. 

I  have  Just  heard  of  your  appearing  in  the  offlug,  and  send  the  Vixen, 
Captain  Boutelle,  to  pilot  you  in,  and  orders  to  the  Forbes  to  assist  in 
towing  you. 

I  came  in  yesterday  without  touching,  and  in  the  afternoon  was  pro- 
ceeding to  attack  the  Hilton  Head  forts,  when  I  grounded  on  the 
Fishing  Rip  Shoal,  and  today  the  Hood  tide  and  strong  winds  have 
caused  me  to  defer  another  day. 

I  have  been  wishing  you  to  arrive,  the  more  so  that  the  Savannah, 
that  I  sent  for  to  Savannah,  has  not  yet  returned  since  blown  oft". 

I  am  gratified  at  having  you  in  this  s(iuadron.     I  forgot  to  mention 
that  while  I  would  not  have  you  to  hazard  your  ship,  I  will  wait  all  I 
can  for  you.     Mr.  Boutelle  is  the  very  intelligent  assistant  in  the  Coast 
Survey  of  that  name,  and  you  may  have  every  coufldeTice  in  him. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du    Pont,  U.  S.  J^avy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Port  Royal,  November  1,  1861. 
SiE:  On  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  please  join  me  at  once  oft'  Port 
Poyal,  provided  yon  can  leave  a  vessel  to  maintain  the  blockade. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  etc. 

Commander  John  S.  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  off  Savannah,  Oa. 


Letter  from  Commander  Davis,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  pilotage  of  vessels  into  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

Vixen, 
Port  Royal  Entrance,  [Wovember  4,  1861]. 
My  Deae  Du  Pont:  All  the  vessels  of  war  can  come  in  under  the 
Curlew's  pilotage  as  far  as  we  are,  except  the  Wabash  and  Susquehanna, 
and  perhaps  you  had  better  send  them.    I  am  in  sight  of  the  enemy's 
works  and  the  shipping.     All  goes  well.     I  am  writing  on  the  extrem- 
ity of  a  vibrating  cylindrical-shaped  concern. 
You  can  send  in  the  transjwrts  this  afternoon.  " 
Yours,  affectionately, 

Charles  [H.  I  Davis. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  exchange  of  fire 
with  the  enemy  at  Port  Royal  Harbor,* 

U.  S.  S.  (Ottawa,  November  4,  1861. 
Sir:  Three  rebel  steamers,  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant  Stevens, 
came  down  and  commenced  firing.      Upon   finding  that  their  shot 
reached,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  of  this  vessel,  in  company 

*See  also  report  of  Lieutenant  Ainmen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandiug  U.  S.  S.  Senecu. 
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with  the  Seneca,  Gurleiv,  and  the  Pembina,  got  underway  and  returned 
their  Are,  the  rebels  gradually  retreating.  The  Smith  also  fired.  The 
captain  thought  one  of  his  Parrott  shot  strucSt. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  vessels,  a  position  was  taken  by  the 
gunboats  about  2  miles  in  advance  of  the  transport  fleet  by  all  the 
gunboats  except  the  Pawnee,  which  remained  near  the  transports. 

The  gunboats  are  well  spread  across  the  channel,  and  all  the  arrange- 
ments are  such  as  to  protect  the  transports. 

Three  rebel  steamers  were  seen,  exclusive  of  those  engaged. 

Troops  are  encamped  on  both  shores,  leading  to  the  belief  that  bat- 
teries are  on  both. 

Nothing  definite,  however,  is  known  about  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgees, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

One  of  the  transports  carried  a  blue  flag;  possibly  Commodore 
Tattnall. 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  injuries  sus' 
tained  by  the  U.  8.  8.  Florida  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  November  5,  1861. 
Sir:  I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind  from  the  south  and  east  on  the  night  of  November  1,  we 
parted  our  main  discharge  pipe  in  the  flange  to  such  an  extent  as  com- 
pelled me  to  make  for  the  nearest  port  where  it  could  be  replaced.  I 
eiiclose  report  of  the  engineers  of  this  vessel  upon  the  subject;  also  a 
letter*  from  me  to  the  sea  oflBcers,  and  their  rei)ly*  thereto.  In  separat- 
ing even  temporarily  fi  cm  the  expedition  on  which  I  had  embarked 
with  all  my  zeal,  all  my  energy,  and  all  my  hopes  for  its  success,  I  feel 
that  it  has  given  me  more  pain  and  mortification  than  anything  that 
has  occurred  during  my  whole  naval  career,  which  feeling  is  largely 
shared  in  by  every  officer  and  man  on  board.  Still  I  hope  that,  if 
the  mechanics  will  work  expeditiously  night  and  day,  to  be  enabled 
to  rejoin  Flag-Offlcer  Du  Pont  in  time  to  be  of  some  service.  I  have 
asked  for  a  survey  on  the  pipe  and  shall  request  Commodore  Pender- 
grast  to  use  dispatch  and  permit  me  to  expedite  the  work  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  It  ought  to  be  replaced  in  three  days  at  furthest. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your'obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
At  Sea,  November  2,  1861. 
Sir:  Last  night,  during  a  heavy  gale  from  the  S.  E.,  while  lying  to, 
discovered  the  main  dischaige  pipe  leaking;  until  midnight  I  did  not 
consider  it  dangerous.     At  daylight,  upon  close  examination  of  the 


'Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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pipe,  I  found  it  liad  commenced  to  crack  in  tlie  flange.  I  immediately 
reported  to  you,  sir,  in  person,  that  it  was  parting  and  that  I  did  not 
consider  it  s-afe  to  proceed  with  it  in  that  condTtiou.  Since  then  my 
two  senior  engineers  have  concurred  with  me  in  that  opinion,  and  I 
respectfullj'  request  that  we  proceed  to  the  nearest  jjort  to  repair  the 
damage,  as  I  consider  the  engine  unseaworthy  and  dangerous  in  its 
present  condition. 

Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  S.  Smith, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer. 
Commander  J.  E.  Goldseorough. 

"We  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  John  S.  Smith, 
actiiig  chief  engineer. 

Jas.  E.  Shafee, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer. 
Geo.  E.  Bennett, 
Third  Assistant  Engineer. 

Geo.  Mason, 
Third  Assistant  Engineer. 

Geo.  F,  Smith, 
Third  Assistant  Engineer. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
announcing  arrival  at  Port  Uoyal,  S.  G. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Anchorage,  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  5,  1801. 
Sir  :  Owing  to  the  very  slow  rate  of  speed  of  this  vessel,  both  under 
steam  and  sail,  continuance  of  bad  weather,  and  a  severe  gale  (or 
cyclone)  we  encountered  (an  account  of  which  accompanies  this),  we 
have  been  delayed  somewhat  in  our  arrival. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqriadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

[Kndorsemoiit.J 

Captain  Gillis  arrived  in  good  time  and  lias  shown  great  zeal. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  I'.  S.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
regarding  relief  extended  to  the  steamers  Mayflower  and  Peerless. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
At  Sea,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  parted  company  with  the  flag- 
ship in  running  down  to  the  steamer  jWa;i(/ioM'er,  one  of  the  convoy,  with 
her  ensign  union  down.    The  captain  desired  I  would  remain  by  him 
N  AV  R — vol  IL' 17 
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during  tbe  night,  the  sea  then  ruiiiiiug  very  high  and  the  wind  increas- 
ing rapidly,  i  kept  her  light  in  sight  until  the  shift  of  wind  at  S.  W. 
At  daylight  the  following  morning  I  was  again  obliged  to  run  to  lee- 
ward in  answer  to  the  signal  of  distress  of  another  steamer.  This  one 
proved  to  be  the  steam  transport  Peerless,  with  cattle  and  stores  for 
the  Army,  also  of  the  convoy.  The  ship  was  reported  as  sinking  by 
the  captain,  and  I  at  once  prepared  a  boat  for  lowering,  although  the 
sea  made  it  very  doubtful  if  the  boat  would  live.  Lieutenant  Henry 
W.  Miller  volunteered  at  once,  and  the  crew  of  the  boat  were  in  place 
in  a  momeut.  The  boat  barely  escaped  swamping,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  steamer  had  swamped  her  boat  in  lowering  it.  We  relieved, 
through  the  skillful  management  of  the  boat,  the  entire  crew  of  the  dis- 
tressed vessel  by  their  jumping  overboard  to  our  boat  and  being  hauled 
from  our  boat  to  the  ship.  My  officer,  Lieutenant  Miller,  and  boat's 
crew  were  taken  on  board  of  this  ship  in  the  same  way  from  the  boat, 
which  we  were  obliged  to  tow  astern  to  await  the  moderation  of  the 
gale.  I  regret  to  say  the  boat  has  been  so  damaged  as  to  render  her 
quite  useless.  As  tlie  distressed  crew  came  on  hoard  with  nothing  but 
what  they  stood  in,  I  ordered  the  purser  to  issue  such  clothes  as  were 
needful  to  relieve  them  in  their  destitute  condition  Yesterday  I 
boarded  the  brig  Ellen  P.  Stewart,  with  coal  for  the  squadron.  As  it 
was  nearly  calm,  1  ranged  alongside,  took  her  in  tow,  and  obtained  45 
tons  of  coal,  which  1  needed  greatly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Dii  Pont, 

Gommandinfi  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  herewith  the  confidential  letter  given  to  the  captain 
of  the  Peerless. 

S.  W.  G. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Boutelle,  U.  8. 
Coast  Survey,  requesting  that  he  make  a.  hydrographic  reconnoissance  of 
Port  lioyal  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Roads,  November  5,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  efficient  assistance  and  cooperation 
in  bringing  tlie  heavy  ships  of  the  squadron  under  my  command  and 
transj)orts  into  Port  Eoyal  Roads,  and  I  shall  take  pains  to  inform  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  that  your  services  have  met  my 
cordial  commendation. 

I  have  now  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  a  hydro- 
graphic  reconnoissance  of  tbe  channel  between  the  North  Breaker  and 
Fishing  Rip,  placing  such  buoys  on  the  latter  as  will  make  it  safe  to 
])ass  the  southeast  or  northwest  point  of  the  shoal,  or  to  cross  it  with 
the  gunboats  at  low  water. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Charles  O.  Boutellk,  Esq., 

Assistant,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  cruise  from  Hampton 
Roads  and  entrance  into  Port  Roijal  Harbor  of  the  squadron  under  his 
command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  6,  1801. 

Sir:  The  Government  having  determined  to  seize  and  occupy  one 
or  more  important  points  upon  our  Southern  coast,  where  our  squadron 
might  find  shelter,  possess  a  depot,  and  afford  protection  to  loyal  citi- 
zens, committed  to  my  discretion  the  selection  from  among  those  places 
which  it  thought  most  available  and  desirable  for  these  purposes. 

After  mature  deliberation,  aided  by  the  professional  knowledge  and 
great  intelligence  of  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  Fox,  and  upon 
taking  into  consideration  the  magnitude  to  which  the  .joint  naval  and 
military  expedition  had  been  extended,  to  which  you  have  called  my 
attention,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  original  intentions  of  the 
Department,  if  first  carried  out,  would  fall  short  of  the  expectations  of 
the  country  and  of  the  capabilities  of  the  expedition,  while  Port  Eoyal, 
1  thought,  would  meet  both  in  a  high  degree. 

I  therefore  submitted  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  commanding 
the  military  part  of  the  expedition,  this  modification  of  our  earliest 
matured  plans,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  his  full  concurrence, 
though  he  and  the  commanders  of  brigades  very  justly  laid  great  stress 
on  the  necessity,  if  possible,  of  getting  this  frigate  into  the  harbor  of 
Port  Eoyal. 

On  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  October,  the  fleet  under  my  command  left 
Hampton  Roads,  and,  with  the  army  transports,  numbered  fifty  vessels. 
On  the  day  previous  1  had  dispatched  tlie  coal  vessels,  twenty-five  in 
all,  under  convoy  of  the  Vandalia,  Commander  Ilaggerty,  to  rendezvous 
off  Savannah,  not  wishing  to  give  the  true  point. 

The  weather  had  been  unsettled  in  Hampton  Eoads,  though  it  prom- 
ised well  when  we  sailed,  but  off'  Hatteras  it  blew  hard.  Some  ships  got 
into  the  breakers,  and  two  struck,  but  without  injury. 

On  Friday,  the  1st  of  November,  rough  weather  soon  increased  into 
a  gale,  and  we  had  to  encounter  one  of  great  violence  from  the  south- 
east, a  portion  of  which  approached  to  a  hurricane.  The  fleet  was 
utterly  dispersed,  and  on  Saturday  morning  one  sail  only  was  in  sight 
from  tlie  deck  of  the  Wabash. 

On  the  following  day  the  weather  moderated,  and  the  steamers  and 
ships  began  to  reappear.  Orders  (not  to  be  opened  excei)t  in  case  of 
separation)  were  furnished  to  all  the  men  of- war  by  myself,  and  to  the 
transports  by  Brigadier-General  Sherman. 

As  the  vessels  rejoined,  reports  came  in  of  disasters.  I  exi)ected  to 
hear  of  manj',  but  when  the  severity  of  the  gale  and  the  character  of 
the  vessels  are  considered,  we  have  only  cause  for  great  thankfulness. 

In  reference  to  the  men-of-war,  the  Isaac  Smith,  a  most  efficient  and 
well-armed  vessel  for  the  class,  purchased,  but  not  intended  to 
encounter  such  sea  and  wind,  had  to  throw  her  formidable  batteiy 
overboard  to  keep  from  foundering,  but,  thus  relieved.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Nicholson  was  enabled  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the 
chartered  steamer  Governor,  then  in  a  very  dangerous  condition,  and 
on  board  of  which  was  our  fine  battalion  of  marines,  under  Major 
Reynolds.  They  were  Anally  rescued  by  Captain  Ringgold,  in  the 
Sabine,  under  difficult  circumstances,  soon  after  which  the  Governor 
went  down.    I  believe  seven  of  the  marines  were  drowned  by  their 
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own  imprudence.  Lieuteuaut  Commanding  j^ficliolsou's  conduct  in  the 
Isaac  Smith  lias  met  with  my  warm  commendation. 

The  Peerless,  transport,  in  a  sinking  coiMition,  was  met  uy  the 
Mohican,  Commander  Godon.  All  the  people  on  board,  twenty-six  in 
number,  were  saved  under  very  perilous  circumstances,  in  which 
service  Lieutenant  H.  W.  Miller  was  very  favorably  noticed  by  his 
commander. 

On  passing  Charleston  I  sent  iu  the  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Ammen,  to  direct  Captain  Lardner  to  join  me  with  the  steamer  Susque- 
hanna, off  Port  Itoyal,  without  delay.  On  Monday,  at  8  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  anchored  off  the  bar  with  some  twenty-live  A'essels  in  com- 
pany, with  many  more  heaving  in  sight. 

The  Department  is  aware  that  all  the  aids  to  navigation  had  been 
removed,  and  the  bar  lies  10  miles  seaward,  with  no  features  on  the 
shore  line  of  suflicient  prominence  to  make  any  bearings  reliable.  But 
to  the  skill  of  Commander  Davis,  the  iieet  captain,  and  IMr.  Boutelle, 
the  able  assistant  of  the  Coast  Survey,  in  charge  of  the  steamer  Vixen, 
the  channel  was  immediately  found,  sounded  out,  and  buoyed.  By  3 
o'clock,  I  received  assurance  from  Captain  Davis  that  I  could  send 
forward  the  lighter  transports  (those  under  18  feet)  with  all  the  gun- 
boats, which  was  immediately  done,  and  before  dark  they  were  securely 
anchored  in  the  roadstead  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C.  The  gunboats  almost 
immediately  opened  their  batteries  upon  two  or  three  rebel  steamers 
under  Commodore  Tattnall,  instantly  chasing  him  under  the  shelter  of 
the  batteries. 

In  the  morning  Commander  John  Itodgers,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  tem- 
porarily on  board  this  ship  and  acting  on  my  staff,  accompanied  by 
Brigadier- General  Wright  in  the  gunboat  Ottaiva  (Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Stevens),  and  supported  by  the  (Sewet-a  (Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Ammen),  the  Curlew  (Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough), 
and  the  Isaac  Smith  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Ificholson),  made  a 
reconnoissance  iu  force  and  drew  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Hilton 
Head  and  Bay  Point  sufliciently  to  show  that  the  fortifications  were 
works  of  strength  and  scientifically  constructed.  In  the  evening  of 
Monday  Captain  Davis  and  Mr.  Boutelle  reported  water  enough  for  the 
Wabash  to  venture  in. 

The  responsibility  of  hazarding  so  noble  a  frigate  was  not  a  light  one. 
Over  a  prolonged  bar  of  over  2  miles  there  was  but  a  loot  or  two  of 
water  to  spare,  and  the  fall  and  rise  of  tide  is  such  that  if  she  had 
grounded  she  would  have  sustained  most  serious  injury  from  straining, 
if  not  totally  lost.  Too  much,  however,  was  at  stake  to  hesitate,  and 
tlie  result  was  entirely  successful. 

In  tlie  morning  of  Tuesday  the  Wabash  crossed  tlie  bar,  followed 
closely  by  the  frigate  Susquehanna,  tlie  Atlantic,  Vanderbilt,  and  other 
transports  of  deep  draft,  and  on  running  through  tliat  portion  of  the 
lleet  already  in,  the  safe  passage  of  this  great  slii]i  over  the  bar  was 
hailed  by  gratifying  cheers  from  the  crowded  vessels. 

We  anchored  and  immediately  commenced  preparing  the  ship  for 
action,  but  the  delay  of  planting  buoys,  particularly  on  the  Pishing 
liip,  a  dangerous  shoal  we  had  to  avoid,  rendered  the  hour  late  before 
it -was  possible  to  movcAvith  the  attacking  squadron.  In  our  anxiety  to 
get  the  outline  of  tlie  forts  before  dark,  we  stood  in  too  near  this  shoal 
and  the  ship  grounded.  By  the  time  she  was  gotten  olf  it  was  too 
late,  in  my  judgment,  to  proceed,  and  I  made  signal  for  the  squadron 
to  au(!hor  out  of  gunshot  from  the  enemy. 
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To-day  the  wind  blows  a  gale  froui  tlie  southward  and  westward,  and 
the  attack  is  unavoidably  postponed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  yoiJr  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Battle  of  Fort  Royal,  8.  C,  and  capture  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beaure- 
gard, by  the  United.  States   Navy,  November  7,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Plagshii'  Wabash, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  Fort  Royal  Harbor,  Nonemher  S,  18(11. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  I  attacked  the 
eneiny-s  batteries  on  Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head,  Forts  Beauregard 
and  Walker,  and  succeeded  in  silencing  them  after  an  engagement  of 
four  hours'  duration,  and  driving  away  the  squadron  of  rebel  steamers 
under  Commodore  Tattnall.  The  reconnoissance  of  yesterday  made  us 
acquainted  with  the  superiority  of  Fort  Walker,  and  to  that  I  directed 
my  special  eftbrts,  engaging  it  at  a  distance  of,  first,  800  and  afterwards 
600  yards.  But  the  plan  of  attack  brought  the  squadron  sufficiently 
near  Fort  Beauregard  to  receive  its  fire,  and  the  ships  were  frequently 
figlitiiig  the  batteries  on  both  sides  at  the  same  time. 

The  action  was  began  ou  my  part  twenty- six  minutes  after  9,  and  at 
half  past  2  the  American  ensign  was  hoisted  on  the  flagstaff'  of  Fort 
Walker,  and  this  morning  at  sunrise  on  that  of  Fort  Beauregard. 

The  defeat  of  the  enemy  terminated  in  utter  rout  and  confusion. 
Their  quarters  and  encampments  were  abandoned  without  an  attempt 
to  carry  away  either  public  or  private  property. 

The  ground  over  which  they  lied  was  strewn  with  the  arms  of  pri- 
vate soldiers,  and  officers  retired  in  too  much  haste  to  submit  to  the 
encumbrance  of  their  swords. 

Landing  my  marines  and  a  company  of  seamen,  I  took  possession  of 
the  deseited  ground  and  held  the  forts  ou  Hilton  Head  till  tlie 
arrival  of  General  Sherman,  to  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  transfer  its 
occupation. 

We  have  captured  forty-three  i>ieces  of  cannon,  most  of  tliem  of  the 
heaviest  caliber  and  of  the  most  improved  description. 

The  bearer  of  these  dispatches  will  have  the  lionor  to  carry  with 
him  the  captured  tlags  and  two  small  brass  field  pieces,  lately  belong- 
ing to  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  which  are  sent  home  as  suitable 
trophies  of  the  success  of  the  day.  I  enclose  heiewith  a  <'.opy  of  the 
general  order  which  is  to  be  jead  in  the  ileet  to-morrow  morning  at 
muster.  A  detailed  account  of  this  battle  will  be  submitted  herewith. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

P.  S. — The  bearer  of  dispatches  will  also  carry  with  him  the  first 
American  ensign  raised  upon  the  soil  of  South  Carolina  since  this 
rebelliou  broke  out. 

S.  F.  l)v  Pont. 
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Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S,  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Wovemher  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  account 
of  the  action  of  the  7th  of  November. 

From  the  reconnoissance  of  the  5th  we  were  led  to  believe  that  the 
forts  on  Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head  were  armed  with  more  than  twenty 
guns  each  of  the  heaviest  caliber  and  longest  range,  and  wfcre  well  con- 
structed and  well  manned,  but  that  the  one  on  Hilton  Head  was  the 
stronger.  The  distance  between  them  is  2.2  nautical  miles,  too  great  to 
admit  of  their  being  advantageously  engaged  at  the  same  time,  except 
at  long  shot.  I  resolved,  therefore,  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  Hilton 
Head  (or,  as  I  shall  hereafter  call  it.  Fort  Walker)  first,  and  afterwards 
to  turn  my  attention  to  Fort  Beauregard,  the  fort  on  Bay  Point.  The 
greater  part  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Walker  were  presented  upon  two  water 
fronts,  and  the  flanks  were  but  slightly  guarded,  especially  on  the  north, 
on  which  side  the  approach  of  an  enemy  had  not  been  looked  for. 

A  fleet  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  seven  steamers,  armed,  but  to 
what  extent  I  was  not  informed  further  than  that  they  carried  rifled 
guns,  occupied  the  northern  portion  of  the  harbor  and  stretched  along 
from  the  mouth  of  Beaufort  Kiver  to  Skull  Creek. 

It  was  high  water  on  the  7th  instant  at  II :  35  a.  m.  by  the  tables  of 
the  Coast  Survey. 

These  circumstances,  the  superiority  of  Fort  Walker  and  its  weak- 
ness on  the  northern  flank,  the  presence  of  the  rebel  fleet,  and  the  flood 
tide  of  the  morning  decided  the  plan  of  attack  and  the  order  of  battle. 

The  order  of  battle  comprised  a  main  squadron  ranged  in  a  line  ahead, 
and  a  flanking  squadron,  which  was  to  be  thrown  oft"  on  the  northern 
section  of  the  harbor  to  engage  the  enemy's  flotilla  aud  prevent  them 
raking  the  rear  ships  of  the  main  line  when  it  turned  to  the  southward, 
or  cutting  off'  a  disabled  vessel. 

The  main  squadron  consists  of  the  frigate  Wahash,  Commander  C.  E. 
P.  Eodgers,  the  leading  ship;  the  frigate  Susquehanna,  Captain  J.  L. 
Lardner;  the  sloop  Mohican,  Commander  S.  W.  Godon;  the  sloop  Semi- 
nole, Commander  J.  P.  Gillis ;  the  sloop  Pawnee,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
E.  H.  Wymau;  the  gunboat  Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  N.Col- 
lins; the  gunboat  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens;  the 
gunboat  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Bankhead,  and  the 
sailing  sloop  Vdndalia,  Commander  F.  S.  ilaggerty,  towed  by  the  Jsaac 
Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson. 

The  flanking  squadron  consisted  of  the  gunboat  Bienville,  Commander 
Charles  Steedman,  the  leading  ship;  the  gunboat  Seneca,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Daniel  Ammen;  the  gunboat  Gurleic,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding P.  G.  Watmough ;  the  gunboat  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing T.  A.  Budd,  and  the  gunboat  Augusta,  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 
the  closing  sliip  of  that  line. 

The  plan  of  attack  was  to  iiassup  midway  between  Forts  Walker  and 
Beauregard,  receiving  aud  returning  the  fire  of  both,  to  a  certain  dis- 
tance about  2J  miles  north  of  the  latter.  At  that  point  the  line  was  to 
turn  to  the  south  round  by  the  west  and  close  in  with  Fort  Walker, 
encountering  it  on  its  weakest  flank,  and  at  the  same  time  enfilading, 
in  nearly  a  direct  line,  its  two  water  faces.  While  standing  to  the  south- 
ward the  vessels  of  the  line  were  head  to  tide,  which  kept  them  under 
command  whilst  the  rate  of  going  was  diminished. 

When  abreast  of  the  fort  the  engine  was  to  be  slowed  and  the  move- 
ment reduced  to  only  as  much  as  would  be  just  sufficient  to  overcome 
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the  tide,  to  preserve  the  order  of  battle  by  passing  the  batteries  in  slow 
succession,  and  to  avoid  becoming  a  fixed  mark  for  the  enemy's  fire. 
On  reaching  the  extremity  of  Hilton  Head  and  th«  shoal  ground  malting 
off  from  it  the  line  was  to  turn  to  the  north  and  east  and,  passing  to  the 
northward,  to  engage  Fort  Walker  with  the  port  battery  nearer  than 
when  first  on  the  same  course.  These  evolutions  were  to  be  repeated. 
Tlie  accompanying  plan  will  explain  the  preceding  description. 

The  captains  of  the  ships  had  been  called  on  board  and  instructed  as 
to  the  general  formation  of  the  lines  and  their  own  respective  places. 

At  8  o'clock  the  signal  was  made  to  get  underway.  At  8: 10  a.  m., 
the  ship  riding  to  the  flood,  tripped  her  anchor,  and  at  8: 30  a.  m.  the 
ship  turned  and  was  headed  in  for  the  forts.  At  9  the  signal  was  made 
for  close  order.  At  9 :  26  a.  m.  the  action  was  commenced  by  a  gun  from 
Fort  Walker,  immediately  followed  by  another  from  Fort  Beauregard. 
This  was  answered  at  once  from  this  ship  and  inimediatdy  after  from 
the  Susquehanna.  At  10  o'clock  the  leading  ship  of  tlie  lino  turned  to 
the  southward  and  made  signal  to  the  Vandalia  (which  ship,  in  tow  of 
the  Isaac  Smith,  was  dropping  astern  and  was  exposed  without  support 
to  the  fire  of  Fort  Beauregard)  to  join  company.  At  10 :  15  a.  m.  the 
signal  was  made  for  closer  action,  the  Wabash  slowly  passing  Fort 
Walker  at  a  distance,  when  abreast,  of  800  yards.  At  11  the  signal  was 
made  to  get  into  and  preserve  stations,  and  at  11 :  15  a.  m.  to  follow  the 
motions  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Standing  to  the  northward,  nearly  in  the  line  shown  in  the  diagram, 
the  ship's  head  was  again  turned  to  the  southward,  and  she  passed  the 
guns  of  Fort  Walker  at  a  distance  less  than  GOO  yards.  The  sights 
were  adjusted  to  550  yards.  At  11 :  30  a.  m.  the  enemy's  flag  was  shot 
away. 

The  second  fire  A^ith  the  starboard  guns  of  the  Wabash  and  of  Cap- 
tain Lardner,  in  the  Susquehanna,  my  second  in  command,  who  always 
kept  so  near  as  to  give  me  the  entire  support  of  his  formidable  battery, 
seems  at  this  short  distance  to  have  discomfited  the  enemy.  Its  effect 
was  increased  by  the  shells  thrown  from  the  smaller  vessels  at  the 
enfilading  point.  It  was  evident  that  the  enemy's  fire  was  becoming 
much  less  frequent,  and  finally  it  was  kept  up  at  such  long  intervals 
and  with  so  few  guns  as  to  be  of  little  consequence. 

After  the  Wabash  and  Susquehanna^2i.A  passed  to  the  northward  and 
given  the  fort  the  fire  of  their  port  battery  the  third  time,  the  enemy 
had  entirely  ceased  to  reply  and  the  battle  was  ended. 

At  1.15  p.  m.  the  Ottawa  signaled  that  the  works  at  Hilton  Head 
were  abandoned.  This  information  was,  a  few  minutes  later,  repeated 
by  the  Pembina.  As  soon  as  the  starboard  guns  of  this  ship  and  the 
Susquehanna  had  been  brought  to  bear  a  third  time  upon  Fort  Walker, 
I  sent  Commander  John  Eodgers  on  shore  with  a  flag  of  truce.  The 
hasty  flight  of  the  enemy  was  visible  and  was  reported  from  the  tops. 
At  twenty  minutes  after  2  Captain  Rodgers  hoisted  the  flag  of  the 
Union  over  the  deserted  post.  At  forty-five  minutes  after  2  I  anchored 
and  sent  Commander  C.  11.  P.  Eodgers  on  shore  with  the  marines  and 
a  party  of  seamen  to  take  possession  and  prevent,  if  necessary,  the 
destruction  of  public  property. 

The  transports  now  got  underway  and  came  up  rapidly,  and  by 
nightfall  Brigadier-General  Wright's  brigade  had  landed  and  entered 
upon  the  occupation  of  the  ground. 

I  have  said  in  the  beginning  of  this  report  that  the  plan  of  attack 
designed  making  the  reduction  of  Fort  Walker  the  business  of  the 
day.    In  passing  to  the  northward,  however,  we  had  improved  every 
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opportiiDity  of  firing  at  long  range  upon  Fort  Beauregard.  As  soon 
as  the  fate'of  Fort  Walker  was  decided  I  disijatclied  a  small  squadron 
to  Fort  Beauregard  to  reconnoiter  and  ascertHin  its  condition,  and  to 
prevent  the  rebel  steamers  returning  to  carry  away  either  persons  or 
property. 

Near  sunset  it  was  discovered  that  the  flag  upon  this  fort  was  hauled 
down  and  that  the  fort  was  apparently  abandoned. 

At  sunrise  the  next  day  tlie  American  ensign  was  hoisted  on  the 
flagstaff  of  Fort  Beauregard  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen. 

The  Pocahontas,  Commander  Percival  Drayton,  had  suffered  from 
the  gale  of  Friday  night  so  badly  as  not  to  be  able  to  enter  Port  Koyal 
until  the  morning  of  the  7th.  He  reached  the  scene  of  action  about  12 
o'clock  and  rendered  gallant  service  by  engaging  the  batteries  on  both 
sides  in  succession. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  S.  Newcomb,  of  tlie  E.  B.  Forbes,  which 
vessel  had  been  employed  in  towing  in  the  Oreat  Republic,  arrived  in 
time  to  take  good  part  in  tbe  action. 

And  finally,  the  tag  Mercury,  Acting  Master  Martin,  commanding, 
employed  his  single  I'arrott  gun  with  skill  and-  effect. 

After  congratulating  you  upon  the  success,  thus  far,  of  our  expedi- 
tion, which  had  its  origin  in  the  counsels  of  the  Dei)artment,  and 
which  the  Department  has  fostered  and  labored  to  render  efficient,  tlie 
gratifying  duty  remains  to  be  performed  of  according  to  each  and  all 
their  due  share  of  praise  for  good  conduct  in  their  encounter  with  the 
enemy.    This  duty,  though  most  welcome,  is  still  delicate. 

I  am  w.-ll  aware  that  each  one  did  his  part  in  his  place,  and  when  I 
discriminate,  it  is  in  cases  that  necessarily  fell  under  my  own  immediate 
observation. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  all  would  have  embraced  and  improved  the 
same  opportunities  of  distinction,  and  in  noticing  tliose  who  were  made 
prominent  by  their  stations,  or  who  were  near  me  during  the  action,  1 
am  showing  no  invidious  preferencie. 

Tlie  general  order  No.  2  already  forwarded  to  the  Department, 
expressed  in  general  terms  my  commendation  of  the  gallantry  and  skill 
of  the  officers  and  men. 

The  reports  of  the  commandingofScers  of  the  several  ships  herewith 
inclosed  do  justice  to  those  under  them,  while  the  results  speak  for 
the  commanding  officers  themselves.  The  names  of  the  latter  are  men- 
tioned in  tlic  beginning  of  this  dispatch.  I  refer  with  pleasure  to  them 
again.  They  did  their  duty  to  my  satisfaction,  and  I  am  most  happy 
to  bear  testimony  to  their  zeal  and  ability. 

The  officers  of  this  ship,  to  whom  1  am  deeply  indebted,  will  be  men- 
tioned by  her  commander,  C.  E.  P.  Rodgers,  in  his  special  report. 

It  affords  me  the  highest  gratification  to  speak  of  the  manner  in 
which  this  ship  was  handled  during  the  engagement,  owing  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  professional  skill,  the  calm  and  rapid  judgment,  and 
tlie  excellent  management  of  Commander  C.R.  P.  llodgers.  His  atten- 
tion was  divided  between  this  duty  and  the  effective  service  of  the 
guns,  which  involved  the  estimation  of  distances,  the  regulation  of 
fuzes,  and  the  general  supervision  of  the  divisions.  His  conduct  and 
judicious  control  of  everything  within  the  sphere  of  his  duty,  though 
no  more  than  was  to  be  exiiected  from  his  established  reputation, 
impressed  me  with  a  higher  estimation  than  ever  of  his  attainments 
and  character. 

I  had  also  an  op])ortunity  to  remark  the  admirable  coolness  and 
discrimination  of  the  first  lieutenant,  T.  C.  Corbin.     The  good  order, 
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discipline,  and  efficiency  in  every  respect  of  tliis  ship  are  to  a  great 
extent  the  results  of  his  labors  as  executive  oflicer,  and  they  were  con- 
spicuous ou  this  occasion. 

Acting  Master  8tites,  acting  as  pilot,  was  devoted  and  intelligent 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  the  third  assistant  engineer, 
Missiiiier,  who  attended  the  bell,  was  prompt  and  always  correct. 

Acting  Master  S.  W.  Preston,  acting  as  my  flag-lieutenant,  displayed 
throughout  the  day  an  undisturbed  intelligence  and  a  quick  and  gen- 
eral observation  which  proved  very  useful.  His  duties  as  signal 
officer  were  performed  without  mistake.  Tbis  gentleman,  and  the 
young  officers,  Mr.  K.  H.  Lamsou,  Mr.  J.  P.  liobeitson,  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
llowland,  who  were  also  under  my  eye  in  immediate  command  of  the 
pivot  guns  and  spar-deck  divisions,  sustained  the  repulation  and 
exhibited  the  benefits  of  the  Naval  Academy,  the  training  of  which 
only  could  make  such  valuable  officers  of  such  young  men. 

Commander  John  Kodgers,  a  passenger  in  this  ship,  going  to  take 
command  of  the  steamer  Flag,  volunteered  to  act  upon  my  staff.  It 
would  be  difficult  for  me  to  enumerate  the  duties  he  performed,  they 
were  so  numerous  and  various,  and  he  bi  ought  to  them  all  an  invincible 
energy  and  the  highest  order  of  professional  knowledge  and  merit.  I 
was  glad  to  show  my  appreciation  of  his  great  services  by  allowing 
him  the  honor  to  hoist  the  first  American  flag  on  the  rebellious  soil  of 
South  Carolina. 

My  secretary,  Mr.  Alexander  McKinley,  was  by  my  side  throiighout 
the  engagement,  making  memoranda  under  my  direction.  He  evinced 
the  same  cogl  bravery  which  he  once  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
showing  under  fire  in  a  foreign  land.  It  gives  me  ])]easure  to  mention 
him  here  as  a  gentleman  of  intelligence,  of  great  worth,  and  of  heartfelt 
devotion  to  his  country. 

I  have  yet  to  speak  of  the  chief  of  my  staft"and  fleet  captain.  Com- 
mander Charles  U.  Davis.  In  the  organization  of  our  large  fleet  before 
sailing,  and  in  the  preparation  and  systematic  arrangement  of  tue 
details  of  our  contemplated  work,  in  short,  in  all  the  duties  pertaining 
to  the  flag-officer,  I  received  his  most  valuable  assistaiice.  He  pos- 
sesses the  rare  quality  of  beiug  a  man  of  science  and  a  practical  oflicer, 
keeping  the  love  of  science  subordinate  to  the  regular  duties  of  his 
profession. 

During  the  action  he  watched  over  the  movements  of  the  fleet,  kept 
the  official  minutes,  and  evinced  that  calmness  in  danger  which,  to  my 
knowledge  for  thirty  years,  has  been  a  conspicuous  trait  in  his  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Su  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties. 

FLAGSHir  Wabash, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  8,  1801. 
SiK :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  action  of  yester- 
day, in  the  capture  of  the  batteries  at  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point: 

Wabash. — Killed,  1 ;  Thomas  Jackson,  coxswain-ca])tain  of  a  gun. 
Slightly  wounded,  2;  Alfred  Hornsby  (seaman)  and  William  Wall 
(seaman). 
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Susquehanna.— KiUed,  2;  John  P.  Clark  (ordinary  seaman),  William 
Price,  2d  (coal  heaver).  Wounded  severely,  1;  Samuel  F.  Smart  (first- 
class  boy).  Wounded  slightly,  2;  Patrick  Bwyer  (ordinary  seaman) 
and  Samuel  Holbrook  (quarter  gunner). 

Patcnee.—Ki\led,  2;  John  Kelly  (ordinary  seaman),  W.  H.  Fitzlmgh 
(first-class  boy).  Wounded  slightly,  3;  Alfred  Washburn  (master's 
mate),  Jacob  Hanse  (ordinary  seaman),  Patrick  Quiun  (ordinary  sea- 
man). 

Mohican.— Kitted,  1;  John  M.  Whittemore  (third  assistant  engineer). 
Wounded  seriously,  3 ;  W.  Thompson,  Isaac  D.  Seyburn  (acting  mas- 
ter), and  Sherman  Bascomb  (ordinary  seaman).  Wounded  slightly,4; 
Mayland  Outhbert  (third  assistant  engineer),  John  H.  Pitman  (masters 
mate),  John  W.  Towusend  (ordinary  seaman),  Charles  Brown  (ordinary 
seaman). 

Bienville.— Killed,  2;  Pat.  McGuigan,  Alex.  Chambers.  Wounded 
slightly,  3;  Peter  Murphy,  Alex.  Pivey,  William  Gilchrist. 

Seminole. — A  few  slightly  wounded;  not  reported. 

Total  killed 8 

Wounded  seriously 6 

Wounded  slightly 17 

Killed  aud  wounded 31 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  JtIdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Additional  report  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  21,  1861. 
Sir:  In  making  out  the  list  of  the  casualties  in  the  action  of  the  7th 
instant,  the  names  of  the  wounded  on  board  of  the  gunboat  Ottawa 
were  inadvertently  omitted,  though  the  aggregate  of  the  wounded  in 
the  fleet  was  correctly  stated. 

Ottawa. — Severely  wounded:    H.  C.  Keene  (acting  master).  Tabor 

Green   (seaman).    Slightly  wounded:    Hutchinson    (seaman), 

Dillon  (boy),  Morris  Welch  (landsman). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Bodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  oasualtieg  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  November  8,  1861. 
Sir  :  In  the  action  of  yesterday  Thomas  Jackson,  coxswain,  was  killed 
at  his  gun  while  doing  his  duty  gallantly  as  its  captain. 

Alfred  Hornsby,  seaman,  and  William  Wall,  ordinary  seaman,  were 
wounded,  but  are  doing  well.     The  Wabash  was  much  cut  up  in  her 
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rigging,  twenty  injuries  to  it  having  been  reported.  Her  spars  and 
hull  were  struck  nine  times.  A  shot  from  an  80-pounder  rifled  cannon 
passed  directly  through  the  center  of  the  mainmast,  about  12  feet  above 
the  rail;  another  shot  struck  the  forward  part  of  the  same  mast,  carry- 
ing away  the  forward  chafing  batten.  We  have  two  shots  in  tlie  water 
line,  one  of  which  makes  a  leak  in  the  after  magazine  passage. 

The  spanker  boom  was  shot  away,  as  was  also  the  starboard  lower 
boom  and  spare  maintopsail  yard. 

The  other  shots  struck  the  rail,  the  sides,  and  the  deck. 

The  mainmast  is  much  injuried,  but  I  hope  to  secure  it  for  good 
service.  I  attribute  tbe  safety  of  the  ship  to  the  short  distance  at 
which  she  engnged  Port  Walker,  the  enemy's  shot  passing  over  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  P.  RODGEES, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Wabash. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  ISouth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Kodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending   the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

D".  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  November  10,  1861. 

Sir:  Although  I  know  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Wabash  vf  AS,  closely  observed  and  warmly  commended  by  you  dur- 
ing the  action  of  the  7th  instant,  yet,  in  obedience  to  your  demand  for 
a  special  repoit,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

The  men  did  their  duty  as  became  American  seamen,  with  calmness, 
precision,  and  resolute  earnestness.  They  fought  their  guns  with  energy, 
and  pointed  them  with  admirable  coolness. 

The  three  gun-deck  divisions  of  IX-inch  guns,  under  Lieutenants 
Upsher,  Luce,  and  Barnes,  were  commanded  by  those  officers  in  a  man- 
ner which  illustrated  the  highest  power,  both  of  men  and  guns,  and 
exhibited  the  greatest  effect  of  manhood  and  training.  I  beg  leave  to 
comn)end  these  officers  in  terms  of  the  warmest  praise,  both  for  skill 
and  conduct,  and  also  Lieutenant  Irwin,  who,  in  command  of  the  i)ow- 
der  division,  did  everything  that  a  brave  and  earnest  man  could  do  to 
make  his  ship  eflficient. 

Acting  Masters  Lamson,  Rowland,  and  Robertson,  in  command  of  the 
spar-deck  guns,  followed  the  example  of  their  seniors  upon  the  gun 
deck,  and  did  honor  to  the  Naval  School,  which  had,  at  their  early  age, 
trained  them  to  do  such  effective  service  in  battle. 

Acting  Masters  W.  H.  West,  Rockwell,  Gregory,  and  Palmer,  sta- 
tioned at  the  various  divisions,  evinced  patriotic  zeal  and  courage. 

Mr.  Coghlau,  the  boatswain,  not  only  did  his  duty  in  the  sixth  divi- 
sion, but  skillfully  served  the  rifled  boat  guns,  with  which  he  did  good 
service. 

The  gunner,  Mr.  Stewart,  in  the  magazine,  and  the  carpenter,  Mr. 
Bordmau,  with  his  shot  plugs,  did  their  duty  manfully. 

The  engine  and  steam  during  the  whole  action  were  managed  with 
consummate  skill,  which  did  great  credit  to  Chief  Engineer  King  and 
his  assistants. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  Missimer,  who  stood  ui)on  the  bridge  by 
my  side  during  the  action,  impressed  me  very  favorably  by  his  cool 
intelligence  and  promptness. 
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All  the  other  officers  in  their  various  departments  (lid  their  whole 
duty  faithfully. 

Acting  Master  Stites  rendered  most  valualjle  service  by  his  careful 
attention  to  the  steering  and  soundings  of  the  vessel,  and  by  his  skill 
and  vigilance  in  keeping  the  ship  clear  of  the  shoals.  I  desire  to  com- 
mend him  especially  to  your  notice. 

My  clerk,  Mr.  Blydeuburgh,  acted  as  my  aid  and  did  prompt  and  good 
service. 

The  two  oldest  seamen  in  the  ship,  John  Dennis  and  Heury  L.  Cooms, 
both  quartermasters,  the  one  at  the  wheel  and  the  other  at  the  signals, 
well  represented  the  gallantry  of  their  cla'ss  and  generation. 

The  marines  were  used  as  a  reserve,  and  whenever  called  upon,  ren- 
dered prompt  assistance  at  the  guns  with  the  good  conduct  which  has 
always  characterized  their  corps. 

It  remains  only  for  me  to  speak  of  the  executive  officer.  Lieutenant 
Corbiu,  wbo  has  iilled  that  post  since  the  Wabash  was  commissioned. 

The  admirable  training  of  the  crew  may  in  a  high  degree  be  attrib- 
uted to  his  professional  merit,  and  his  gallant  bearing  and  conspicuous 
conduct  throughout  the  whole  action  were  good  illustrations  of  the  best 
type  of  a  sea  officer. 

At  the  close  of  the  action  the  Wabash  was  engaged  with  Fort  Walker, 
at  a  distance  of  600  yards  or  less,  and  her  officers  and  men  may  well 
feel  satisfied  with  the  precision  of  their  aim  and  the  overwhelming 
power  of  their  rapid  fire. 

Eight  hundred  and  eighty  shells  were  fired  from  her  guns,  chiefly 
with  5  second  fuzes.  Some  grape  was  fired  with  good  effect  from  the 
X-inch  ^un  in  the  latter  part  of  the  action. 

I  have  to  thank  that  most  brave  and  distinguished  officer,  Caj)tain 
C.  II.  Davis,  the  captain  of  the  fleet,  for  the  aid  he  gave  me  when  not 
engrossed  by  the  important  duties  of  his  special  station. 

And  I  desire  to  pay  the  same  tribute  to  Commander  John  Rodgers, 
who,  being  a  passenger  on  board,  had  volunteered  to  serve  upon  your 
staff,  and  never  failed  to  give  me  most  valuable  assistance. 

Nor  must  I  fail  to  bear  witness  to  the  gallant  bearing  and  striking 
coolness  of  your  young  flag  lieutenant,  Mr.  Preston. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  in  the  name  of  the  officers  and  men  of  your  flagship 
for  the  example  you  gave  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  lespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.   K.   P.   KODGERS, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Wabash. 
Flag-officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandinfi  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  the  executive    officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  submitting  a  list  of  damages  to 

that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  8,  1861. 
SiE :  In  obedience  to  your  order  a  thorough  examination  has  been 
made  of  the  hull,  spars,  and  rigging  of  this  ship,  and  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  list  of  damages  received  yesterday  during  the 
attack  upon  the  forts  at  Hilton  Mead  and  Bay  Point,  viz: 

Fore-topgallant  stay  shot  away;  port  fore  topgallant  bowline  shot 
away;  jib  halliards  shot  away  twice;  port  fore  swifter  injured;  fore- 
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topsail  lialliard  block  strap  shot  away;  fore-topmast  backstay,  lower 
dead-eye  ami  laniard  sbot  away;  lore-topgallant  backstay  sliot  away; 
maiutopmast  backstay,  upper  dead  eye  and  laniard;  starboard  and 
port  mainstays  shot  away  by  two  separate  shots;  maiutoiJ-galiaiit 
stay  shot  away;  port  main  swifter  injured;  starboard  swifter  injured; 
starboard  main  lift  shot  away;  main  rolling  pennant  shot  away;  star- 
board main  truss  shot  away;  starboard  fore  third  shroud  laniard  shot 
away;  ratlines  on  each  side  main  rigging,  one  shot  away  without 
injury  to  shrouds;  one  hawser  shot  away;  jew's-harp  of  sheet  anchor 
struck  by  shell  and  severed  on  upper  and  lower  parts;  spanker  boom 
shot  away  outside  laflrail;  port  ^o.  23,  shot  passed  through  outboard, 
cutting  rail  and  end  of  spare  topsail  yard;  mainmast  shot  through 
about  20  feet  above  deck;  mainmast,  chafing  batten  shot  away;  star- 
board lower  stuns'l  boom  shot  away  and  struck  lower  dead-eye  of 
rigging;  spar  deck  at  No.  16  gun  shot  through  deck,  injured  four 
planks  and  lodged  iu  hammock  netting;  water  line  under  No.  3  gun, 
shot  struck,  breaking  copi)er,  starboard  side;  C  feet  abaft  No.  14  gun, 
shot  struck  xjort  side  water  line. 


Very  respectfully, 


Lieutenant  0.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Flagship  Wabash. 


ThOS.  G.  GORBIN, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 


SepoTt  sf  Lieutenant  Bodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  occupation  of  the  forts. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Port  lioyal,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  After  the  action  yesterday,  iu  obedieuce  to  your  order,  I  occu- 
pied the  fortification  at  Hilton  Head  with  the  small-arms  men  and 
marines  of  the  Wahash,  and  held  it  until  the  brigade  of  General 
Wright  had  lauded,  when  I  delivered  it  to  that  ofticer  with  its  muni- 
tions of  war.  It  is  known  as  Fort  Walker,  and  is  an  enclosed  work, 
with  two  water  fronts,  upon  which  are  mounted  en  barbette  VIII  and 
X  incii  columbiads,  rifled  80-pounders,  and  very  heavy  32  pounders. 

There  is  a  traverse  in  rear  of  each  gun.  The  land  front  is  regularly 
bastioned,  and  connected  with  the  water  fronts  by  curtains  Hanked 
from  the  laud  side,  a  gun  iu  the  salient  of  each  bastion,  en  barbette,  and 
one  on  each  flank  iu  embrasure. 

There  are  three  demilunes  in  front  of  curtains  in  land  front,  mount- 
ing three  guns.  There  are  two  hot-shot  furnaces,  in  which  were  found 
hot  shot. 

There  are  also  bombproofs. 

I  found  near  Fort  Walker  the  tents  and  baggage  of  its  garrison, 
some  muskets,  and  a  large  quantity  of  excellent  amumuition. 

Six  dead  men,  left  by  the  enemy,  were  buried  by  the  chaplain  of  the 
Wabash. 

The  wounded  had  been  removed. 

I  sent  on  board  the  Wabash  four  prisoners,  found  near  the  fort. 

This  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  1  visited  Fort  Beauregard, 
on  Bay  Point,  upon  wliich  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  of  the 
Seneca,  had  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Union. 

I  found  it  defended  by  an  enclosed  work,  mounted  with  18  heavy 
cannon,  some  of  them  columbiads  and  one  rifled. 

1  also  fouud  quantities  of  ammunition  and  much  baggage. 
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A  large  camp,  a  mile  from  the  fort,  had  been  hastily  abandoned;  the 
tents  were  standing  and  much  baggage  and  some  arms  remained  in  it. 

I  desired  Lieutenant  Barnes,  of  this  ship,  to  make  a  careful  inven- 
tory "of  the  cannon  in  both  forts,  and  I  respectfully  enclose  his  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  r.  EODGEKS, 

Lientenant,  Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Flag-Officer  S.  P.  Du  Pon'j  , 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Barnes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  inventory  of  gnns  and  mnnitions  of 
war  contained  in  Fort  Beauregard. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal,  8.  C,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  have  this  day 
visited  the  fort  known  as  Fort  Beauregard,  situated  upon  Bay  Point, 
and  there  instituted  a  careful  survey  of  the  ordnance  and  ammunition 
contained  in  and  lying  about  the  fort,  and  have  to  report  as  follows : 

The  fort  has  four  faces,  upon  which  guns  are  mounted,  each  face 
looking  on  the  water  and  each  gun  so  mounted  as  to  command  the  water 
approach  to  Broad  and  Beaufort  rivers.  The  guns  are  thirteen  in  num- 
ber, of  the  following  sizes: 

Five  32's,  navy  pattern,  1845;  all  in  good  order. 

One  rifled  6-inch,  new,  marked  C.  S.  A.,  1861 ;  J.  K.  A.  &  Co.,  T.  F.; 
gun  burst  and  carriage  destroyed. 

Five  seacoast  guns,  42-pounders,  long  and  very  heavy;  all  in  good 
order. 

One  X-iuch  columbiad,  marked  C.  S.  A.,  1861;  J.  E.  A.  &  Co.,  T.  F.; 
Palmetto  coat  of  arms;  weight  13,226  pounds;  spiked  with  steel  spike 
anil  loaded. 

One  Vlll-inch  columbiad ;  same  marks  as  the  X-inch ;  in  good  order. 

There  is  also  upon  each  flank  of  the  main  work,  at  a  distance  of  about 
150  yards  from  it,  a  small  work  built  to  command  the  land  approach 
along  the  beach,  as  well  as  the  channel  abreast.  These  outer  works 
are  connected  by  earthworks  with  the  main  fort. 

Upon  the  outer  work  on  the  left  flank  are  mounted  2  24:-pounders,  in 
good  order,  marked  S.  G.  Upon  the  outer  work  ou  the  right  flank  are 
mounted  3  32-pounders,  63-cwt.,  navy  pattern,  1845;  all  in  good  order. 

Within  the  fort  were  also  2  fleldpieces,  6  pounders,  old  Spanish  pat- 
tern; making  in  all  20  pieces  of  ordnance  of  the  classes  as  above 
enumerated. 

Within  the  fort  I  found  a  great  amount  of  ammunition  scattered 
about  in  disorder.  In  the  shell  room  were  several  hundred  shells  filled 
and  fuzed  for  the  various  sizes  of  guns.  The  magazine  is  filled  with 
powder,  put  up.  in  cylinders  ready  for  use;  the  powder  appears  to  be 
of  most  excellent  quality.  There  are  two  furnaces  for  heating  shot, 
both  filled  with  shot,  some  of  them  partly  melted.  The  ammunition 
chests  are  nearly  all  fall  of  powder.  In  a  pool  of  water  in  the  rear 
large  quantities  of  ammunition  arc  lying  where  it  was  thrown  by  the 
enemy  before  retreating. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Barnes, 

Acting  Lieutenant. 

C.  K.  P.  RoDGERS,  Esq., 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 
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Beport  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Barnes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  inventory  of  guns  and  munitions  of 
war  contained  in  Fort  Walker. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

Port  Royal,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  this  day  made  a  careful 
examination  of  the  guns  and  munitions  of  war  mounted  and  contained 
within  Fort  Walker,  so  called,  situated  upon  Hilton  Head  in  this  har- 
bor, and  have  to  report  as  follows: 

Upon  the  sea  front  of  said  fort  there  are  mounted  upon  the  best  im- 
proved modern  barbette  carriages,  circular  railways,  the  following  guns : 

One  6-iuch  rifled  gun ;  marks  J.  K.  A.  &Go.,T.F.,1861;  U.S.  A.;  Pal- 
metto coat  of  arms  on  pawl  of  sight  (right-angle  sea  face) ;  in  good  order. 

Six  32-pounders  of  62  cwt.,  each,  1845;  navy  pattern,  of  which  one 
has  the  cascabel  knocked  off ;  three  are  dismounted  and  carriages 
ruined;  all  loaded  and  generally  in  good  order. 

One  X-inch  columbiad,  13,220  pounds  weight;  marks  J.  R.  A.  &  Co., 
T.  F.,  1861;  Palmetto  coat  of  arms;  C.  S.  A.,  1861;  in  good  order. 

One  VIII-iDch  columbiad,  9,018  pouuds;  marks  J.  K.  A.  &  Co.,  T.  F., 
1861;  C.  S.  A. 

Three  seacoast  howitzers,  Vll-iuch,  1,600  cwt.;  old  army  pattern ;  in 
good  order,  loaded ;  one  spiked  with  priming  wire,  marked  "Charles- 
ton, with  great  haste." 

One  rifled  6  inch,  in  good  order,  loaded;  marked  J.  E.  A.  &  Co., 
T.  F.,  1861;  0.  S.  A  (in  left  angle  sea  front). 

At  or  surrounding  each  gun,  ammunition  is  placed  in  great  profusion. 
Five  large  cllests  filled  with  powder  for  the  various  guns  in  front  of 
them.  Shot,  shell,  and  rifled  projectiles  are  also  scattered  about  with- 
out limit.  In  center  of  fort  are  two  furnaces  for  hot  shot,  and  one 
pump  with  water. 

In  left  wing  are  1  32  pounder,  same  class  as  others  before  mentioned. 
1  seacoast  howitzer,  42-pouiider,  not  mounted  ;  all  in  good  order. 

[In]  outer  work,  in  rear,  commanding  land  approach,  are  mounted  2 
32pounders,  S.  C,  1851  and  1827;  loaded  with  canister  by  our  men 
after  taking  posse.ssion  to  command  land  approach;  in  good  order.  1 
Vlll-inch  heavy  howitzer,  mounted  on  navy  carriage,  loaded  with  can- 
ister, just  put  up,  commanding  approach  to  angle  of  outer  work;  the 
only  gun  in  embrasure;  ammunition  chest  full,  grape  and  canister  sur- 
rounding gun;  1  English  siege  gun,  marked  with  broad  arrow,  and 
G.E.  and  crown;  12-pounder,  behind  embankment  at  right  of  right 
wing;  1  English  siege  gun,  marked  with  broad  arrow,  and  G.E.  and 
crown ;  12  pounder,  behind  embankment  at  right  of  right  wing,  mounted 
to  right  of  magazine  to  command  the  ditch  of  main  work. 

In  right  wing  are  mounted  3  32-pounders,  same  class  as  others  before 
mentioned. 

There  are  also  in  covered  way,  leading  to  shell  room  and  magazine, 
about  250  X-inch,  100  Vlll-iuch  shell,  some  loaded  and  fixed  with 
sabots  and  straps;  50  42-pounder  shot,  50  boxes  (4  shell  in  each)  rifled 
6-inch  shell  of  three  patterns,  300  VIII  and  6  inch  canister,  rammers, 
sponges,  accouterments,  primers,  tools  of  all  descriptions. 

The  magazine  door  being  locked,  I  was  unable  to  enter  without 
destroying  the  door.    In  all,  there  are  mounted  23  guns  of  heavy  cali- 
ber, all  of  which  are  in  good  condition  and  serviceable. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Barnes, 

Lieutenant. 

0.  E.  P.  EODGEBS, 

Commanding  U.  S.  iS.  Wabash. 
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Beport  of  Commander  Drayton,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 

U.^.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Port  Jioyal  Harbor,  November  0,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedieuce  to  your  order  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  ou  the 
morning  of  tlie  7th  instant  I  found  myself  a  few  miles  from  Tybee  light- 
house, and  at  once  commenced  steaming  for  Port  Koyal  entrance.  Soon 
after  I  stood  oft'  in  pursuit  of  a  schooner,  which  1  thought  intended 
breaking  the  blockade,  but  which  proved  to  be  laden  with  coal  for  the 
squadron.  As  my  stock  was  reduced  to  one  day's  supi)ly,  and  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  fleet  was  at  anchor  outside,  I  thought  it  a  good 
opportunity  to  replenish,  while  towing  the  vessel  to  our  mutual  desti- 
nation, and  this  1  was  doing,  when  about  10  o'clock  I  heard  the  begin- 
ning of  a  cannonade.  1  immediately  cast  off  the  schooner  and  stood 
for  the  scene  of  action,  which  I  readied  at  a  little  after  li3  o'clock.  In 
passing,  I  engaged  the  batteries  on  Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head,  but 
soon  getting  out  of  range  of  the  former,  I  directed  my  fire  on  the  latter 
until  signal  was  made,  about  2.30,  to  cease  firing. 

During  this  time,  I  expended  24  X-inch  and  37  32-])ounder  shell  and 
5  32  pounder  shot,  and  4  15  pounder  rifle  shell.  I  could  have  fired 
much  more  frequently,  but  as  there  were  evident  signs  toward  the  last 
that  the  enemy  were  leaving,  I  thought  it  well  to  spare  the  ammuni- 
tion. The  only  injuries  received  were  a  shot  through  the  mainmast  and 
the  boom  topping  lift  and  several  small  pieces  of  rigging  cut  away. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


■Unofficial  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Port  Royal,  November  30,  1861. 
My  Dear  Wise:  I  wish  I  could  give  you  something  to  interest  you 
in  connection  with  the  attack  on  this  place,  and  which  would  belong 
peculiarly  to  ordnance,  but  reiilly  can  scarcely  at  present  think  of  any- 
thing that  has  escaped  the  penny-a-liners.  One  thing  struck  me,  how- 
ever, in  coming  up,  for  I  did  not  arrive  in  time  for  the  first  stage  of  the 
action,  and  that  was  the  very  large  quantity  of  bombs  bursting  in  air, 
and  so  high  in  air,  too,  as  to  have  made  them  very  harmless.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  we  committed  the  great  sin  of  the  enemy  in  pointing  too 
high,  which  was  undoubtedly,  in  their  case,  the  reason  that  so  little 
damage  was  done  us.  The  few  shot  that  struck  me  were  all  aloft,  and 
from  appearances  on  the  following  morning  I  conld  not  perceive  that 
we  had  at  all  injured  their  works,  or  at  least  to  a  degree  that  would 
have  rendered  tliem  untenable.  Three  guns  were  more  or  less  disabled, 
but  plenty  were  left  to  carry  on  the  battle,  and  if  the  report  of  the 
Charleston  papers  is  true  about  killed,  I  think  had  they  been  a  little 
older  troops  they  would  have  made  a  much  longer  fight.  As  a  proof 
of  wild  firing  I  saw  Xl-iuch  shell  full  a  mile  and  a  half  behind  the  bat- 
tery, and  I  have  been  told  that  many  were  found  much  farther  off.  I 
don't  understand  their  not  having  burst,  as  1  am  (juite  sure  that  every 
one  of  mine  did.    I  found  two  difliculties  with  the  screw  (elevating). 
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III  the  case  of  the  X-inch  of  the  Focahontm,  it  covered  the  sight  at  two 
degrees,  so  as  to  render  it  useless,  aud  had  I  not  made  wooden  ones  for 
the  mnzzle  we  could  not  have  regulated  the  elevatipn  at  all  after  tliat; 
aud  in  the  case  of  the  rifle  guu  in  this  ship,  when  fired  with  much  eleva 
tion,  the  handle  invariably  flies  around,  and  if  care  is  not  taken  it  will 
break  off  the  sight.  There  has  been  so  much  firing  this  war  at  long 
ranges  that  a  long  sight  for  the  mnzzle  is  indispensable,  and  it  should 
be  invariably  supplied,  as  well  as  a  table  of  approximate  ranges  beyond 
five  degrees,  particularly  for  the  rifle  guns.  These  latter  do  not  seem 
to  find  much  favor,  owing  most  likely  to  the  shape  of  the  vent.  There 
is  great  difiBculty  in  keeping  them  clear,  particularly  with  the  friction 
primers,  which  are  also  very  inconveniently  exploded  with  the  side 
vents.  Then  rapid  firing  is  out  of  the  question;  as,  if  not  washed  out 
every  few  fires,  nothing  but  a  battering  ram  will  get  the  shot  home. 
This  would,  of  course,  preclude  rapid  firing.  As  the  secesh  people, 
however,  seem  to  swear  by  them,  never  trusting  the  most  insignificant 
fort  or  ship  without  at  least  one,  we  must,  of  course,  have  them  too,  or 
the  game  of  the  Savannah  will  be  played  again  farther  south,  and 
indeed  I  think  the  last  reports  from  Tybee  mention  something  of  the 
sort  there.  With  the  vantage  ground  their  light  steamers  occupy, 
attempting  to  come  to  close  quarters  is  utterly  out  of  the  question. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  scout  up  the  St.  Helena  Sound  and  tlie 
adjacent  rivers,  and  have  been  so  impressed  with  its  wonderful  iin])or- 
tance  that  I  am  in  hopes  of  seeing  it  at  once  occupied.  It  is  only 
inferior  to  this  place  in  a  slight  dift'erence  of  depth,  aud  in  everything 
else,  including  nearness  to  Charleston,  decidedly  superior.  1  found 
every  place  deserted,  except  by  the  negroes,  and  took  possession  of 
three  forts,  any  one  of  which  might  have  given  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
had  they  been  occupied.  With  the  gunboats  I  went  up  the  Ashepoo 
Eiver,  and  by  pulling  an  hour  or  so  in  a  boat  might  liave  paid  Mr. 
Aiken  a  visit.  The  negroes  are  becoming  perfectly  demoralized,  are 
doing  nothing,  and  seem  to  be  perfectly  convinced  that  we  have  come 
to  free  them,  and  in  consequence  are  most  friendly,  and  whenever  we 
call  on  them  for  assistance  work  like  Turks.  I  overheard  one  of  them 
say  that  they  ought  to  work  for  us,  as  we  were  doing  so  for  them.  All 
these  stories  about  their  being  afraid  of  our  selling  them  off  to  Cuba 
are  simply  nonsense,  as  one  of  them  very  sensibly  said  to  me :  "  Massa, 
you  don't  suppose  we  would  have  been  here  had  we  believed  such 
things." 

No  doubt  the  papers  will  begiu  soon  to  pitch  into  us  for  slowness,  but 
I  think  the  fault  lies  with  the  army.  In  the  first  place  13,000  men  can 
not  do  much,  and  in  the  next,  I  don't  think  when  they  landed  they 
were  much  better  than  a  mob,  in  which  their  officers  did  not  seem  to 
place  much  confidence.  That  the  demoralization  can  only  be  compared 
to  tlnit  after  Bull  liun  throughout  the  whole  lower  country  is  undoubted, 
and  I  am  satisfied  that  during  the  first  week  we  could  better  have 
moved  with  (>,000  men  than  now  with  40,000;  the  golden  opportunity 
is  passed,  and  as  we  won't  go  in  search  of  them  they  are  coming  to  us. 
The  only  way  that  I  can  account  for  the  panic  is  the  fear  of  the  slaves, 
and  there  being  really  no  troops  in  this  jiart  of  the  country,  they  had 
evidently  stripped  themselves  here  in  hopes  by  that  means  to  carry  the 
war  into  Africa,  the  true  game  when  practicable,  and  the  one  we  are 
ourselves  now  trying.  The  gunboats  have  proved  themselves  invalu- 
able for  this  kind  of  service,  and  it  is  only  a  pity  that  we  had  not  forty 
instead  of  four;  most  useful  employment  could  be  found  for  all  of  them. 
It  is  rather  singular  that  although  the  forts  had  the  greatest  quantity 
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of  litle  shells  and  hot  shot  there  is  no  knowledge  of  one  of  the  former 
having  burst  or  of  one  of  the  latter  having  burned.  1  do  not  believe 
myself  that  the  common  plunger  with  a  nipplij  and  cap  will  ever  answer, 
and  we  must  find  out  something  else.    Tbe  shell  which  struck  the 

Wabash  seemed  to  have  done  so  fairly  end  on ;  the  cap  was  crushed  in 
and  yet  no  explosion.  I  hey  use  a  very  ingenious  mode  of  preventing 
accidental  explosion,  which  is  by  placing  two  delicate  pieces  of  wire  on 
each  side  of  the  nipple,  which  must  be  crushed  in  before  the  head  of 
the  percussion  cap  can  be  reached. 

We  have  here  an  English  frigate  VImmortalitc,  pretty  much  of  the 

Wabash  class,  but  with  much  lighter  guns,  Vlllinch  on  gun  and  32's 
on  spar  deck,  but  to  make  up,  an  Armstrong  hundred-pounder,  which 
is  a  perfect  gun,  only  weighs  81  hundredweight,  and  finished  like  a 
piece  of  jewelry  work.  If  the  vent  will  stand,  which  they  say  it  will, 
it  is  the  gun,  and  my  objections  to  breech-loading  are  much  weakened 
after  seeing  it.  The  sights  are  at  the  side,  and  with  a  tangent  screw 
for  minutes,  more  strongly  made  than  ours,  and  I  think  an  imiirovement; 
in  many  other  respects  they  are  not  up  to  us,  as  shape  of  guns,  quoins 
instead  of  screws,  etc.,  but  ahead  in  the  rirte  musket,  which  is  the 
Endeld,  shortened,  ami  with  the  regular  ship's  cutlass,  very  much  such 
a  one  as  our  new  one,  only  a  little  longer,  to  slip  on  as  Sharps  sword 
bayonet,  giving  it  the  enormous  advjintage  over  the  latter  of  a  sword 
with  a  guard  for  the  hand,  without  which  one  can  not  be  used  as  a 
weapon  of  defense,  and  I  recommend  it  to  your  attention.  All  the 
pistols  on  board,  two  hundred  and  odd,  are  revolvers,  the  common 
pistol  being  entirely  discarded.  The  rammers  and  sponges  are,  as  in 
some  of  our  ships,  kept  on  the  hooks  during  exercise.  There  is  at- 
tached to  each  musket  a  safety  cap  to  cover  the  nipple,  on  which  the 
hammer  rests  when  down,  thus  preventing  all  cliance  of  explosion,  and 
permitting  the  guns  to  be  kept  loaded  in  the  arms  chests,  if  it  should 
be  advisable  on  occasions,  and  much  decreasing  the  chances  of  accident 
generally.  Four  shell  for  each  gun  are  kept  on  deck  overhead,  amid- 
ships, and  every  weapon  or  utensil  required  for  the  gun's  crew  in 
action  is  also  triced  up  overhead,  including  all  spare  articles.  The 
ammunition  for  the  boats  is  round  the  mainmast  in  a  kind  of  crib. 
The  ImmortaliWs  engine  can  work  up  to    2,800   horsepower,    the 

Wabash  only  900,  and  the  captain  assures  uie  in  smooth  water  she  goes 
13  knots  with  steam  alone.    *    *    * 
Yours,  most  truly, 

P.  Drayton. 

I  will  send  you  the  expenditures  of  ordnance  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
them. 


Eeport  of  Commander  Gillis,  V.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Anchorage  in  Beaufort  River,  November  7, 18(>l—7: 30  j).  m. 

Sir  :  Having  proceeded  from  Hilton  Head  to  the  anchorage  desig- 
nated in  your  order  of  this  evening,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
our  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  action  to-day  with  the  rebel  battery 
and  troo])s  at  Hilton  Head. 

In  obedience  to  your  general  signal,  we  got  underway  with  this 
vessel  at  8:45  a.  m.,  cleared  ship  for  action,  and  took  our  station  in 
line  as  directed,  standing  up  channel  between  HiltoTi  Head  batteries 
and  those  on  Phillips  Island  at  i3ay  Point. 
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At  10  a.  111.  the  rebels  opened  fire  upon  the  Wabash,  the  leading  ship 
of  the  line. 

At  10:15  a.  m.,  when  in  range  of  Bay  Point  batt«ry,  we  opened  fire 
with  our  starboard  broadside,  two  32-pouuder  medium  guns,  our  XI- 
inch  pivot  gun  trained  on  Hilton  Head  battery,  with  which  we 
answered  briskly  the  enemy's  fire. 

At  10:20  a.  m.  a  shot  over  our  starboard  quarter  cut  away  spanker 
boom  topping  lift  near  the  iioop. 

At  10:25  a.  m.  a  ritie  bolt  passed  over  starboard  side  forward,  cut 
away  ash  crane,  through  hammocks,  and  over  sheet  anchor,  port  side. 

At  10 :  35  a.  m.  headed  down  in  position  and  returned  in  a  lively 
manner  the  tire  from  Hilton  Head  battery  with  our  starboard  guns. 

11:05  [a.  m.]  a  32  pounder  from  the  rebels  passed  through  the  star- 
board side  of  the  Seminole,  Just  forward  of  our  fore  channels,  across 
berth  deck,  cutting  ladder  of  fore  hatch,  and  lodged  in  the  bags  on  port 
side. 

11 :  15  [a.  m.]  our  port  main  brace  was  shot  away  by  rifle  bolt. 

11 :  18  a.  m.  another  cut  away  our  fore-topgallant  backstay;  another 
shot  away  our  fore-topgallant  halliards,  fore-topsail  buntlines  and  jib 
halliards. 

At  11:50  a.m.  expended  all  our  shell  for  tlie  medium  32-pounders; 
continued  our  fire  with  solid  shot,  using  shell  in  our  Xl-iuch  pivot, 
some  30  of  which,  out  of  42  Xl-inch  shell  fired,  took  effect  in  and  around 
the  batteries  and  camp  of  the  enemy. 

At  2  p.  m.  gunboat  inshore  made  signal,  "Enemy  enfeebled  is." 

At  2:  45  p.  m.  flagship  signaled  "Cease  firing." 

Our  guns  were  well  served  and  our  shot  were  seen  to  do  good  execu- 
tion ;  ship  keiJt  in  her  position  as  near  as  possible  without  fouling  other 
vessels;  officers  and  crew  did  their  duty  with  cheerful,  cool,  and  steady 
courage.    It  gives  me  pleasure  to  commend  them  to  your  notice. 

At  3 :  03  p.  m.  the  star-spangled  banner  of  our  beloved  Union  was 
seen  waving  from  the  flagstaff  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Confederates. 
Permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you. 

We  expended  43  Xl-inch  shell,  82  32-i)ounder  shell,  and  about  (!0 
round  shot  during  the  action;  kept  our  jiosition  next  to  Mohican,  and 
toward  the  close  of  the  fight  we  were  abreast  the  guns  of  the  upper  or 
northwestern  part  of  semicircular  battery  at  Hilton  Head,  thus  giving 
a  cross  or  flank  fire  on  the  enemy's  works  with  our  starboard  guns, 
and  were  the  last  to  leave  his  battery,  except  some  of  the  smaller  gun- 
boats. We  were  struck  six  times,  but  one  shot  in  hull  above  water 
line;  some  of  the  crew  received  slight  splinter  wounds,  but  providen- 
tially none  were  killed. 

I  am,  resi)ectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 


Bepoit  of  Captain  Lardner,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  legarding  cagual- 

ties  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Hilton  Head,  November  8,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  engagement  yesterday 
with  the  fort  at  this  place  and  its  opposite,  tliis  ship  was  struck  teu 
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times  ill  the  hull  and  iu  twenty  different  parts  of  spars  and  rigging, 
but  was  not  materially  injured. 

Two  men  were  mortally  wounded,  since  dead,  1  severely,  and  2 
slightly  hurt. 

The  officers  and  crew  began  the  fight  and  went  through  with  it  with 
the  greatest  enthusiasm. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Uu  Pont, 

Commanding  South  A.tlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  ammunitioii  expended  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  correct  account  of  the  powder,  shot,  and 
shell  used  in  the  engagement  of  this  day,  viz: 

Charges  of  12  pounds 109 

Charges  of  8  pounds 70 

Charges  of  9  pounds 42 

Charges  of  X  pounds - 173 

Charges  of  6  pounds 32 

Solid  shot 2 

.i-secoud  shell 14.5 

lO-secoBd  shell 142 

15-secou(l  shell 137 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  H.  Summers, 

Acting  Gunner. 
Captain.  James  L.  Lardner, 

Gommandinf/  U.  S.  S.  Sitsquehanna. 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S,  S.  Mohican,  regarding  casualties 

to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  9,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  rex)ort  tliat  in  the  engagement  oft"  Hilton  Head  this 
ship  suffered  the  following  damage: 
Shot  in  starboard  main  yardarm,  five  shot  in  hull. 
One  screw  to  main  rigging  carried  away  by  a  sliot.     Serious  injuries 
to  after  hatch;  nothing,  however,  that  may  not  readily  be  repaired 
with  some  carpenter's  aid.     One  of  my  boats  is  so  mucli  injured  that  it 
must  be  replaced  or  repaired  at  once,  and  I  have  not  the  means.    The 
officers  and  crew  did  what  I  expected  of  them  in  the  engagement,  their 
entire  duty,  with  spirit  and  heart. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  W.  Godon, 

Commander. 
Flag-Oflicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Steedman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  regarding  casual- 
ties on  board  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  T5IENVILLE, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  8,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  action  of  yesterday  with 
the  forts  this  vessel  was  struck  several  times,  one  shot  passing  through 
and  through  her,  another  striking  bulwarks  forward,  unfortunately 
mortally  wounding  two  men,  Patrick  McGuigan  and  Alexander  Cham- 
bers (since  dead),  and  slightly  wounding  three  others,  Peter  Murphy, 
Alexander  Fivey,  and  William  Gilchrist,  whilst  gallantly  lighting  at 
their  guns.  The  other  shots  did  but  little  damage.  It  attbrds  me  the 
utmost  gratification  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  excellent  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men.  It  would  be  impossible  to  particularize  the  bearing 
of  any  one  officer  or  man,  such  was  their  gallant  conduct. 

During  the  engagement  we  fired  from  this  vessel  84  32  pounder  solid 
shot,  39  32-pounder  shell,  and  02  rifle  shell. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Dxj  Pont, 

Commander  in  Chief  of  Isfaval  Forces,  etc. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  November  S,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  fired  yesterday  at  Ports 
Walker  and  Beauregard  33  Xl-inch  shells  and  37  2()-pounder  shells 
from  the  Parrott  gun. 

A  majority  of  the  latter  either  fell  short  or  exploded  prematurely, 
while  the  latter  did  good  execution. 

The  vessel  was  struck  six  ti  mes,  but  no  person  on  board  was  sufficiently 
hurt  to  be  classed  as  wounded. 

The  principal  injuries  are  to  two  of  our  boats,  the  loss  of  our  main 
boom,  and  a  shot  18  inches  below  the  water  line,  immediately  forward 
of  the  boilers,  which  will  be  repaired  temporarily  this  day. 

In  designating  the  persons  who  did  their  whole  duty,  I  lierewith 
enclose  the  muster  roll  of  the  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
TAevtenant.  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  l)u  PoNT, 

U.  8.  Flat/ship   Wabash. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Aoimen,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V,  S.  S.  Seneca. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Port  Royal,  IS.  C,  November  ir>,  1861. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report: 

On  Monday,  the  4th,  tiiis  vessel  entered  Port  Eoyal  and  sounded  the 
channel  until  within  3  miles  of  Bay  Point,  when  we  were  signaled  from 
the  Ottawa  to  return  and  anchor,  which  we  did  at  4  p.  m.  near  her,  about 
a  mile  farther  out  and  a  cable's  length  nearer  the  batteries.  The  fleet 
generally  at  this  time  were  standing  in  and  anchoring. 
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An  hour  later  three  rebel  steamers  approached  us  and  opened  fire 
with  rifled  guns,  but  at  a  distance  which  proved  iueftective.  The  Ottawa, 
Pembina,  and  this  vessel  got  underway,  and  standing  in  at  an  angle 
allowing  our  heavy  guns  to  bear,  drove  them  before  us.  At  sunset  we 
returned  and  anchored  as  before. 

At  daylight  on  Tuesday  several  rebel  steamers  again  attacked  us. 
We  got  underway,  and  obeying  signal  from  the  Ottawa,  accompanied  her, 
with  the  Pembina,  Gtirlew,  Isaac  Smith, &nA  afterwards  the  Paicnee,  drove 
them  until  we  were  within  a  cross  fire  of  the  batteries  of  Hilton  Head 
and  Bay  Point,  both  opening  upon  us.  No  material  damage  was  sus 
tained ;  a  Iieavy  shell  or  shot  probably  struck  the  vessel  on  the  port  side, 
but  I  have  been  unable  to  find  it,  and  ])robably  will  not  until  we  get  in 
a  seaway.  Our  rigging  was  struck  three  times.  The  object  being 
effected,  that  of  ascertaining  the  strength  of  the  rebel  batteries,  we 
returned  and  anchored  as  before  at  about  half  past  8. 

Two  or  three  hours  after,  the  rebel  steamers  again  approached  us,  and 
finding  that  they  were  withiii  range  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  firing  an 
Xl-iiich  shell  at  the  flagship,  which  was  seen  from  aloft,  as  well  as  by 
several  persons  on  deck,  to  strike  just  abaft  the  starboard  wheelhouse. 
The  vessel  put  into  Bay  Point,  and  on  returning,  or  rather  showing  her- 
self in  the  afternoon,  had  a  large  white  plank  forward  of  the  port  wheel- 
house,  probably  where  the  shell  went  out. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  obeying  signal,  we  took  position  assigned 
in  the  line,  and  passing  up,  delivered  our  fire  at  Bay  Point,  and  on 
arriving  out  of  fire  of  the  batteries,  made  cliase,  as  directed  by  instruc- 
tions, tp  the  rebel  steamers.  They  being  river  boats,  soon  left  us,  and  I 
had  the  chagrin  of  having  wasted  several  shells  at  them  at  ineffective 
distance. 

lleturning  to  the  attack  on  Hilton  Head,  we  passed  so  near  to  the 
shore  as  to  be  fired  upon  by  riflemen,  who  kept  quiet  on  being  fired  on 
by  our  Parrott  20-pounder.  From  an  enfilading  position  we  began  with 
10-second  fuzes,  and  closing  up  found  ourselves  within  efi'ective  5-second 
range.  At  the  latter  part  of  the  action  we  were  within  howitzer  range, 
and  were  using  both  howitzers  effectively,  as  well  as  Xl-inch  gun  and 
Parrott  20-pounder. 

During  the  engagement  we  fired  G3  Xl-inch  shells,  9  with  15-second 
fuzes,  28  with  10  second  fuzes,  and  26  with  5-secoud  fuzes.  Thirty-three 
projectiles  from  the  Parrott  gun  were  also  fired  and  12  24-pouud  shrapnel. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Parrott  shell  appears  defective.  Its  flight 
was  wild  and  range  short.  As  I  fired  once  myself  I  know  they  were  not 
to  be  depended  on,  and  the  captain  of  the  gun  was  much  disappointed 
at  his  results. 

During  the  engagement  an  officer  was  kept  at  the  masthead,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  report  our  firing,  by  which  we  were  governed.  I  have 
therefore  reason  to  believe  that  our  fire  was  effective. 

Few  of  our  crew  have  served  before  in  a  vessel  of  war,  and  as  we  went 
into  commission  only  three  weeks  before  the  engagement,  Mr.  Sproston, 
the  first  lieutenant  of  the  vessel,  fired  nearly  all  the  XI  inch  shells  witli 
his  own  hand.  Of  him,  as  well  as  of  the  officers  and  crew  generally,  I 
have  to  express  my  warmest  commendation  and  my  surprise  that  amidst 
such  a  shower  of  shot  and  shells  we  received  no  damage. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
lAeutenant,  Oommandinq  Seneca. 

FlagOfificer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Heport  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

U.  Sk  S.  Pawnee, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  Novembi^r  S,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  are  the  damages  sustaiued  by  this  vessel  in  the 
engagement  of  yesterday,  viz: 

Oue  42-pounder  shot  starboard  quarter  at  water  line;  one  18  inches 
above;  these  two  shot  cut  four  of  the  frame  timbers,  passed  through 
the  wardroom,  knocking  down  bulkhead  and  demolishing  drawers  and 
bureau  of  the  second  room,  also  sideboard  in  wardroom  and  iron  safe, 
knocking  in  a  panel  in  the  op])oaite  room  and  partly  destroying  the 
bureau.  One  of  them  struck  the  deck  above,  raising  two  planks,  and 
passed  through  a  panel  into  the  master's  room. 

One  round  shot  passed  through  the  launches'  chock  on  the  starboard 
side,  through  the  launch,  breaking  the  spare  topmast  and  out  through 
the  port  bulwarks. 

One  passed  through  starboard  forward  port,  striking  the  chase  of 
No.  1  gun,  then  upper  sill  of  port  and  the  cap  square,  breaking  the 
trunnion  of  the  starboard  forward  gun. 

Oue  passed  through  the  bulwarks  3  feet  forward  of  starboard  for- 
ward gun,  tearing  off  large  splinters,  struck  the  coaming  of  fore  hatch 
and  fell. 
One  port  side,  amidships,  at  water  line;  did  not  penetrate. 
One  grazed  foreyard  and  oue  cut  the  main  topgallant  yard  rope. 
All  the  injuries  to  crew  were  made  by  splinters. 

I  am,  ^ir,  verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  Wyman, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  V.  S.  South  Atlantic  Blocliading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  transmitting  sur- 
geon's report  of  casualties  on  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Port  Itoyal  Entrance,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  surgeon 
of  this  vessel  of  the  casualties  resulting  from  this  day's  engagement. 

As  we  have  no  chaplain  on  board,  will  you  be  pleased  to  give  direc- 
tions regarding  the  burial  of  our  dead. 

I  would  here  mention  that  all  this  shijj's  company,  officers  and  crew, 
have  behaved  with  the  greatest  energy  and  coolness. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  If.  S.  8.  I'awnee. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  P.  Du  Pont. 

Commanding  U,  8.  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[EncloKure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Port  Royal  Entrance,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  resulting  from  the 
engagement  to  day. 

Killed,  1 — John  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman;  chest  crushed  by  splinters 
from  a  round  shot. 
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Severely    wounded,  1— William  H.   Fitzhugh,   flrst-class  boy;  leg 
crushed  by  splinters,  involving  amputation. 

Sliglitly  wounded,  3— Mr.  Alfred  Washbilrn,  master's  mate;  head 
and  back  bruised  by  splinters.    Jacob  Hahn,  boy;  head  contused. 
Patrick  Quinn,  ordinary  seaman;  foot  torn  by  splinters. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  M.  GUNNELL, 

Surgeon. 
Lieutenant  Commanding R.  H.  Wyman. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  regarding  one  death 

from  injuries. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  8,  1861. 
Sir:  William   H.  Fitzhugh,  first-class  boy  (contraband),  reported 
yesterday  as  having  received  a  serious  fracture  of  the  leg  from  splin- 
ters, died  last  night. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Wyman, 
JAeutenant,  U  S.  Navy,  Comma  tiding. 

Flag  Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  V.  S.  [f  avy,  commanding  XS.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
Port  Royal,  S.  6'.,  November  8,  1861. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  1o  report  that  yesterday  a.  in.,  in  conformity 
to  signal  by  the  flagship,  I  weighed  anchor,  took  position  as  prescribed 
in  line  of  battle,  and  followed  the  leading  vessels  into  action. 

Having  shifted  over  one  gun  from  the  port  to  the  starboard  side,  I 
was  enabled  to  present  three  guns  on  that  broadside.  These,  together 
with  the  12  pound  Dahlgren  rifle  gun  on  the  forecastle,  were  served 
throughout  the  engagement  with  remarkable  precision  and  coolness  by 
their  respective  crews. 

When  abreast  tlie  rebel  batteries,  a  shot  from  the  one  located  at 
Hilton  Head  entered  the  steam  drum  above  the  spar  deck.  Out  rushed 
the  steam  and  the  engine  stopped.  Soon  after  a  32-pound  round  shot 
from  the  Bay  Point  battery  struck  a  skylight  on  the  quarter-deck  and 
buried  itself  deeply  into  an  oak  bitt-head  on  the  port  side,  after  car- 
rying away  the  tiller  chain  on  that  side. 

We  were  promptly  taken  in  tow  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Aiigusta,  to  whose 
commander  1  feel  indebted  for  the  efUcient  manner  iu  which  he  there- 
after brought  us  under  fire  upon  every  favorable  occasion. 

Acting  Master  Harris,  who  had  charge  of  the  gun-deck  division; 
Paymaster  Wood,  in  charge  of  powder  division ;  the  engineer  and  other 
officers,  behaved  with  deliberate  energy  throughout. 

To  Divine  Providence  we  all  give  thanks  for  our  preservation  from 
the  slightest  bodily  injury,  and  especially  when  we  reflect  that  had  the 
boiler  been  penetrated  a  short  distance  lower,  the  loss  of  life  from  the 
escape  of  the  steam  must  have  been  serious. 
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With  the  greatest  admiration  at  the  splendid  manner  with  which 
your  flagship  was  fought  and  handled,  and  dul^  grateful  to  those 
through  whose  favor  I  was  allowed  to  participate  in  a  victory  the 
results  of  which  must  be  so  glorious  and  important  to  the  cause  we 
serve, 

I  remain  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Tnos.  A.  BuDD, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commancling  U,  8.  S.  J.'entjHin. 
riag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlaiitic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  lieutenant  Stevens,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 

U.  S.  (tunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  November  — ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  as  soon  as  the  Ottawa,  under 
my  command,  could  take  up  lier  position  in  the  order  of  battle,  I 
weighed  anchor,  following  in  the  wake  of  our  leading  vessel. 

When  abreast  of  Bay  Point  battery,  finding  tliat  our  Xl-inch  gun 
was  doing  good  execution,  I  stopped  the  engine  to  engage  it,  and  threw 
about  a  dozen  shells  in  and  about  the  fortification. 

Discovering,  however,  that  we  were  under  a  cross  fire,  I  steamed  up 
to  take  distance  in  the  order  assigned.  About  this  time  a  32-pound 
shot  struck  the  Ottawa  in  tlie  port  waist,  just  abaft  the  pivot  gun 
(XI  inch),  wounding  severely  Mr.  Keene,  one  of  the  acting  masters, 
who  subsequently  lost  his  leg  by  amputation,  one  otlier  man  seriously, 
and  ibnr  others  slightly,  and  doing  considerable  damage  to  the  deck 
of  tiie  vessel,  the  coamings  of  the  forward  coal-bunker  hatch,  and 
splitting  two  of  the  upper  beams. 

Discovering,  as  we  ranged  up  witli  the  fort  on  Hilton  Head,  that  we 
occu])ied  an  enfilading  position,  I  continued  to  occupy  it  until  the  enemy 
deserted  their  batteries,  Avhen,  being  the  nearest  to  tliem,  I  signalized 
the  same  to  the  flagship  and  stopped  firing,  about  500  yards  from  the 
fort. 

While  engaging  at  a  distance  of  about  1,000  yards,  and  when  within 
300  yards  of  the  beach  of  Hilton  Head,  some  of  the  riHemen  of  the 
enemy  commenced  firing  upon  us,  when  we  opened  with  the  howitzers, 
charged  with  shrapnel,  and  quickly  dispersed  them. 

It  only  remains  for  me  1o  notice  the  good  conduct,  coolness,  and  gal- 
lantry of  both  officers  and  men  upon  the  occasion,  who  behaved  with 
the  steadiness  of  veterans,  and  to  commend  them  to  your  favorable 
notice,  and  the  notice  of  the  Department,  as  worthy  supporters  of  the 
cause  we  have  espoused. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  Stkvens, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-OflBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Lientenant  Newcomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Forbes. 

U.  S.  8.  E.  B.  Forbes, 
Fort  Royal  Bay,  8.  C,  November  8,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that  after  performing  the  duty 
assigned  to  me  yesterday  I  liiistened  to  join  the  squadron,  my  pilot 
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refusing  to  bring  me  nearer  to  the  scene  of  action.  I  soon  discovered 
the  battery  abreast  of  me  and  quite  near.  I  commenced  tiring.  Sev- 
eral shells  were  fired  near  and  around  us.  I  then  took  my  position  as 
ordered  and  fired  43  shell  from  our  rifled  guns,  but  few  falling  short  of 
the  battery.  In  firing  the  Cochran  shell,  several  jammed  in  the  bore 
of  both  guns,  although  well  greased  before  entering  them.  I  had  no 
difficulty  in  using  the  Hotchkiss  shells.  A  flagstaff  on  shore  was  shot 
away.  Every  officer  and  man  acted  with  coolness  and  laudable  spirit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  S.  Newcomb, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  P.  Du  PoNT, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Eeport  of  Lieutenant  NicholBon,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
Port  Royal  Bay,  S.  C,  November  15, 1861. 
SiE :  On  Thursday,  November  7,  this  vessel,  with  the  Vandalia  in  tow 
astern,  passed  the  batteries  at  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point  twice. 

At  noon  a  shot  from  Bay  Point  battery  struck  the  fore  gaff",  cutting  it 
in  two.  This  was  the  only  damage  sustained,  the  enemy  throwing  their 
shot  directly  over  and  beyond  us. 

I  fired  from  the  Parrott  30  pounder  28  shell  at  the  batteries  and  3  at 
the  rebel  steamers  to  the  northward;  in  all,  31  shell. 
Officers  and  crew  behaved  with  perfect  coolness  during  the  action. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servajit, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Plag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Eeport  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

U.  S.  S.  Curlew, 
Off  miton  Head,  Port  Royal,  Kovemher  12,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  sustained  no  damage 
or  loss  during  the  reconnoissance  on  the  Gth  instant  or  during  the  gen- 
eral attack  upon  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point 
except  in  the  fracture  of  the  Parrott  2()-pounder  within  18  inches  of  the 
muzzle;  all  the  fragments  were  carried  overboard,  leaving  a  rugi-ed 
end  which  disabled  the  gun  for  further  service. 

The  tubes  of  the  condenser  and  several  of  the  flues  of  two  of  the  boilers 
were  started  by  the  concussion  of  our  own  battery,  causing  them  to 
leak  so  seriously  that  repairs  are  necessary. 

One  hundred  and  two  solid  shot,  12  15  second  shell,  and  21  lO-second 
shell  were  fired  during  the  general  attack. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Penb.  G.  Watmough, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  V.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Additional  Keport  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Curlew. 

U.  S.  GuNijoAT  Curlew, 
Port  Royal,  8.  C,  November  17,  1861. 
Sir:  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  with  praise  of  the  general 
gallantry,  coolness,  and  clieerfulness  of  the  oflScers  and  men  under  my 
command  during  the  several  actions  "with  the  rebel  sijuadron  and  bat- 
teries on  the  ith,  5th,  and  7th,  instant. 

Master  H,  E.  Mullan,  acting  executive  officer,  rendered  efficient  serv- 
ice by  his  readiness  and  zeal.  Acting  Master  C.  A.  Curtis,  in  charge 
of  the  battery  of  32s,  is  deserving  of  all  praise  for  the  spirit  he  instilled 
the  men  with,  and  effectualness  and  accuracy  of  the  divisional  firing. 
Acting  Master  liobert  Spavin's  steadiness  at  the  wheel  merits  com- 
mendation. Acting  Master  H.  N.  Parish,  who  had  charge  of  the  Par- 
rott  pivot  gun,  disabled  early  in  the  action  of  the  7th  by  the  enemy's 
shot,  afterward  assisted  with  his  crew  at  the  broadside  battery. 

The  paymaster,  William  A.  Aiken,  acting  as  signal  officer,  by  his 
coolness  and  watchfulness,  was  of  material  assistance;  he  also  kept  a 
careful  record  of  the  incidents  of  the  several  actions.  Messrs.  Emery, 
Swasey,  McConnell,  and  Loyd,  engineers  of  the  vessel,  with  great  dif 
ficulties  to  contend  against  in  the  general  unfitness  of  engine,  boiler, 
and  condensing  apparatus  for  such  rough  service,  managed  to  carry  us 
through  the  action,  for  which  I  was  thankful. 

Fortunately  the  readiness  of  our  medical  officer,  Mr.  Pierucci,  was 
not  called  upon.  Masters  Mate  Duncan,  acting  as  gunner,  provided  a 
bountiful  supply  of  ammunition  for  the  battery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  scrvaiit, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Bankhead,  U.  S.  ITavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pembina. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Pembina, 

Port  Jioyal,  November  15,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  today,  I  forward  herewith  a 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  iu  the  action  of  the  7th  instant: 
ITovember  7,  9:30  a.  m.,  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal  from 
flagship  and  took  station  assigned.  At  10:05  commenced  firing  at 
Bay  Point  batteries  from  Xl-inch  gun  and  20-pounder  rifle,  using  15- 
second  fuzes  from  former  and  percussion  shell  from  tlie  latter.  The 
first  appeared  to  burst  with  great  precision,  but  the  shells  from  the 
rifle  were  very  uncertain.  Passing  the  fire  of  Bay  Point,  closed  up 
with  Hilton  Head  batteries,  and  with  little  interruption  remained 
engaged  until  2 :  15  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  were  discovered  leaving 
their  battery.  Ceased  firing,  rau  down,  and  reported  same  to  Flag- 
Officer  Du  Pont.  I  have  no  casualties  to  report  among  officers  or  crew, 
nor  any  injuries  to  the  vessel,  although  much  of  the  time  under  a 
heavy  fire,  most  of  their  shot  passing  over  lis.  The  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  throughout  the  action  was  unexceptionable,  all  attend- 
ing to  their  duty  with  a  courage  and  coolness  which  were  more  to  be 
admired,  as  it  was  their  first  time  under  fire. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Bankhead, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloclcadiug  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Wahash. 
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Kepoit  of  Commaader  Farrott,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Augusta. 

tr.  S.  S.  Augusta,- 
Port  Royal  Earhor,  S.  C,  August  27,  1863. 
Sir:  Immediately  after  tbe  battle  of  Port  Eoyal  we  were  dispatched 
on  blockading  duty,  and,  consequently,  were  not  present  when  the 
reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  other  vessels  engaged  were 
sent  in. 

Before  leaving  this  station,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  testify  to  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  displayed  on  that  occasion  by  all  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Augusta.  They  were  as  cool  as  they  are  any  other 
day,  and  I  was  very  well  satisfied  with  the  precision  of  their  fire. 

Tlie  shot  were  pretty  thick  over  and  around  us,  but  we  were  struck  but 
once  in  the  hull.  This  iininuiiity  I  attribute  to  the  tlag.ship  and  other 
leading  ships  receiving  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  tire  and  being  the 
chief  objects  of  their  aim. 

Early  in  the  action  we  saw  the  Fenguin,  near  us,  disabled  by  a  shot, 
enveloped  in  steam,  but  still  keeping  up  her  Are  with  si)irit.  We  took 
her  in  tow,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  tight  passed  the  batteries 
with  her  in  line  with  the  other  ships. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 
Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  /South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  V.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  Commander  Haggerty,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  7,  1861. — At  9:30  a.m.,  ship  was  taken  in  tow  by  the 
steamer  Isaac  Smith  and  took  our  position  in  rear  of  first  line  of  battle, 
in  obedience  to  general  order.  Standing  in  to  pass  the  battery  on  the 
southern  point  of  St.  Philip's  Island;  cleared  for  action.  Atl0:3(t, 
coming  within  long  range,  opened  with  starboard  battery  a  broadside 
of  round  shot  on  the  St.  Philip's  Island  side  and  the  port  on  the  bat- 
tery on  Hilton  Head,  and  continued  with  shell  while  in  range,  the 
enemy  returning  the  tire  with  rifled  guns,  tbe  shots  passing  between 
the  masts  and  close  around  the  ship.  Followed  the  line  of  battle, 
sheering  around  with  the  starboard  helm,  and  passing  the  battery  on 
Hilton  Head  in  order;  opening  fire  when  in  range;  continued  the 
action  when  in  range  till  2  p.  m.,  when  the  battery  on  Hilton  Head 
being  silenced  and  deserted,  flagship  sent  a  boat  ashore  with  flag  of 
truce.  They,  finding  no  one  in  the  battery,  hoisted  the  American  flag, 
which  was  received  by  the  squadron  with  hearty  cheers. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Mercury,  Acting  Master  Martin,  TI.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  5,  1861. — Received  General  Sherman  and on  board 

and  stood  toward  the  shore  on  a  recounoissance.  Saw  several  United 
States  steamers  engaged  with  the  rebel  batteries  on  shore  and  three 
rebel  steamers.  At  9:30  a.  m.  we  fired  one  30-i)ound  shell  at  a  rebel 
steamer,  which  fell  short  of  her. 

Noremher7.—¥QTt  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina.  At  7  a.  m.  got 
underway.     At  11 :  58  beat  to  ((uarters  and  saw  the  whole  fleet  in  action 
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and  engaged  tbe  rebel  batteries  ou  shore.  We  took  a  position  about 
1,600  yards  from  tlie  shore  rebel  camp  and  fired  fifteen  30-pound  shells,  of 
which  four  were  seen  to  talie  effect,  exploding  in  th^  midst  of  the  camp. 
At3  p.  m.  the  stars  and  stripes  were  lioisted  on  Hilton  Head  battery  by 
Captain  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  found,  on  landing,  that  the 
rebels  had  all  retreated  and  the  batteries  mounted  about  twenty- seven 
guns.  We  beat  retreat  and  assisted  in  landing  troops  from  tiie  U.  S. 
flagship  \]''abash. 

Fehruari/ 10, 1862. — Acting  Master  S.  G.  Martin  detached  from  this 
vessel  and  Acting  Master  kockwell  ordered  to  take  temporary  com- 
maud. 


Eeport  of  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  frigate  Sabine,  explaining  the 
absence  of  that  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  attack. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Neio  York,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir:  1  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  on  my  arrival  in  the  outer  roads 
of  Tort  Itoyal  (8th  November  last)  with  the  rescued  marine  battalion, 
under  Major  Eeyuolds,  I  dispatched  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer 
Balch  with  a  letter  to  Plag-Offlcer  Du  Pont,  simply  reporting  the 
nature  of  my  special  mission  to  him  (see  my  letter,  copy  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  "A"*),  intending,  as  was  my  duty,  after  resuming 
my  proper  station,  to  forward  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  under 
whose  orders  I  was  serving,  a  detailed  report  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  rescue  of  Major  Reynolds'  battalion  from  the  wreck  of  the  trans- 
port steamer  Governor  by  the  frigate  Sahine,  under  my  command. 

On  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Balcli,  next  day,  1  learned  for  the  first 
time  that  my  ship  had  been  transferred  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout's 
command,  who,  in  a  private  note,  acknowledges  my  letter,  and  says, 
"I  have  your  report  of  having  saved  the  marines,  and  until  1  can 
acknowledge  your  handsome  services  officially,  please  receive  my  infor- 
mal thanks,"  directing  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  resume  the  blockade  of 
Georgetown,  to  which  place  I  immediately  proceeded  (hereunto 
annexed,  marked  "A-2" ). 

It  was  here,  for  the  first  time,  while  preparing  an  exact  report  of  the 
transaction  to  him,  in  consequence  of  my  having  been  placed  under 
his  command,  that  I  received  his  letter  of  the  24th  November,  convey- 
ing his  previous  order  of  3d  to  me,  to  join  him  off  Port  Royal,  and  the 
letter  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  placing  me  under  his  orders  (hereto 
annexed,  marked  "  B,"  "  C,"  "  D  "  ).  In  his  letter  of  24tli  he  regrets  that 
his  order  of  3d  November  had  not  reached  me,  and  in  the  postscript  (as 
you  will  perceive)  he  assigns  the  reason  why  he  could  not  transmit  it 
by  the  Curlew  in  time  for  me  to  join  him  and  take  active  part  in  the 
bombardment  of  the  forts. 

You  will  therefore  perceive  that  it  was  no  fault  of  mine  that  the 
noble  ship  under  my  command,  with  her  powerful  armament,  did  not 
participate  and  do  her  full  share  in  the  capture  of  the  forts. 

The  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  to  the  Department  contains  a 
remark  touching  the  absence  of  the  "heavy  frigates"  under  his  com- 
mand during  tbe  attack  that,  without  explanation,  would  seem  to 
apply  to  the  Sabine.    No  censure  can  attach  to  her. 

Ignorant  of  the  existence  of  any  orders,  she  was  on  her  station  in 
the  performance  of  the  duty,  as  stated  in  the  accompanying  report. 

♦See  p. 238. 
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Ou  returning  to  Port  Eoyal  in  December  last,  no  allusion  was  made 
by  Flag-Oflicer  Du  Pont  (during  several  interviews)  to  the  subject  of 
the  official  notice  of  the  "handsome  services,"  an  omission  to  be 
ascribed,  no  doubt,  to  the  pressure  of  important  public  cares. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  becomes  a  duty  to  myself,  as  well  as  the 
ofiBcers  and  men  of  the  Sabine,  to  submit  to  you  a  faithful  narrative  of 
the  event  and  to  request  that  as  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  all  the 
parties  concerned,  my  report,*  and  accompanying  papers,*  may  be  put 
ou  record  upon  the  files  of  the  Kavy  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GADVfALADER  EiNGGOLD, 

Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wyman,  11.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 

bnrial  of  the  dead. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Itoyal  Harbor,  Thursday  Evening,  November  7,  1861. 
Sir  :  All  the  dead  from  the  dilferent  ships  of  the  fleet  will  be  buried 
on  shore  to-morrow.    Further  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  PoNi, 

Mag -Officer,  etc. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  H.  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Sn  Font,   U,  S.  Navy,  commending  the  gallantry  of  the  officers 

and  men  of  his  command. 

General  Orders,  )  Flagship  Wabash, 

>  Hilton  Head,  Port  Eoyal  Sound, 

No.  2.  )  November  8,  1861. 

It  is  the  grateful  duty  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  make  a  public 
acknowledgemeut  of  his  entire  commendation  of  the  coolness,  disci- 
pline, skill,  and  gallantry  displayed  by  the  oflBcers  and  men  under  his 
command  in  the  capture  of  the  batteries  on  Hilton  Head  and  Bay 
Point,  after  an  action  of  four  hours'  duration. 

The  flag-otticer  fully  sympathizes  with  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
squadrou  in  the  satisfaction  they  must  feel  at  seeing  the  ensign  of  the 
Union  flying  once  more  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  which  has  been 
the  chief  promoter  of  the  wicked  and  unprovoked  rebellion  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  suppress. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,   to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,   expressing 
appreciation  of  the  support  given  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  9,  1861. 
My  Dear  Lardner  :  I  enclose  a  general  order  to  be  read  to  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  1  take  the  occasion  to  say  that 

*  For  enclosures,  see  jip.  23tl,  238-24.5. 
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your  uoble  ship  throughout  the  whole  of  the  battle  was  precisely  where 
I  wanted  her  to  be,  and  doing  precisely  what  I  wanted  her  to  do,  and 
that  your  close  support  of  this  ship  was  a  very  gallant  thing. 
Truly,  your  friend, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Captain  J.  L.  Laednee, 

Commanding  Susquehanna, 


Congratulatory  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 

V.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Tkanspoet  Atlantic,  November  7, 1861. 
GoMMODOEE:  Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  your  success  to-day. 
I  intended  to  call  on  you  in  person  this  evening,  but  am  compelled  to 
forego  the  pleasure  until  to-morrow. 

I  am  very  much  afraid  it  is  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  burn  Bay 
Point  to-night.  I  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  occupying  it 
to-night.  It  has  already  been  evacuated,  but  for  fear  the  gunners  will 
return  this  evening,  if  one  or  two  gunboats  are  sent  over  I  can  land 
a  regiment  there  at  once  and  save  the  guns,  carriages,  auimuuitiou,  etc. 
Yours,  truly  and  faithfully, 

T,  W.  Sheeman, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Letter  fram  Flag-Officer  Da  Font,  TT.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TT.  S.  Army, 
acknowledging  congratalatory  letter. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  November  7,  1861. 
Mt  Dear  Geneeal:  I  have  your  kind  congratulations.    My  first 
thought  after  we  made  the  cordon  for  your  landing  was  Bay  Point.    I 
have  live  vessels  over  there  to  prevent  the  steamers  carrying  off  men 
and  material.    You  can  send  a  regiment  over  whenever  you  deem  it  fit. 
The  stampede  was  so  immediate  after  our  second  turn  and  opening, 
which,  though  I  say  it  myself,  was  fine,  that  we  have  taken  any  amount 
of  papers  and  documents  and  muster  rolls,  flags,  and  great  many  offi- 
cers' trunks,  etc. 

The  most  important  letter  is  one  from  the  brigadier- general  at 
Savannah,  sending  reinforcements  here  of  the  most  ifeeble  kind,  three 
companies  and  two  fieldpieces,  and  asking  General  Drayton,  com- 
manding at  Hilton  Head,  to  send  them  back  as  soon  as  possible.  You 
have  nothing  to  apprehend  there  for  weeks.  Forbes  has  gone  out  for 
Ocean  Exjiress. 

Yours,  most  faithfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
I  General  Shekman.1 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army, 
acknowledging  the  complimentary  terms  of  dispatch  sent  to  the  War  Department. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  November  19,  1861.' 


General  :  A  i)aper  has  just  been  i)ut  into  my  hands  containing  your 
dispatch  of  the  8th  instant  to  the  War  Department,  in  which  you  have 
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expressed  in  generous  terms  your  appreciation  of  the  engagement 
between  the  squadron  and  the  enemy's  forts. 

Please  receive  my  warm  thanks  for  the  ^ompliment,  not  alone  for 
myself  but  for  my  associates.  This  gratifying  testimony  from  a  gal- 
lant soldier  has  gone  to  the  heart  of  every  officer  of  the  fleet,  and  will 
tend  to  maintain  that  harmonious  cooperation  betw^een  the  two  arms 
of  the  service  which  has  been  enjoined  by  the  President,  which  is  so 
agreeable  to  you  and  myself,  and  so  conducive  to  the  public  interest. 
I  am,  general,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Port  Hoy  ill  Harbor. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

HEADyUAETEES  EXPEDITIONAEY  COEPS, 

Port  Royal,  8.  C,  Noremher  8,  18fil. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  force  under  my  command 
embarked  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  on  the  21st  of  October,  and  arrived  at 
Hampton  Itoads,  Virginia,  on  the  22d.  In  consequence  of  the  delay 
in  the  arrival  of  some  of  our  transports  and  the  unfavorable  state  of 
the  weather,  the  fleet  was  unable  to  set  out  for  the  Southern  coast 
until  the  29th,  when,  under  convoy  of  a  naval  squadron,  in  command 
of  Commodore  Du  Pont,  and  after  the  most  mature  consideration  of 
the  objects  of  the  expedition  by  that  flag-offlcer  and  myself,  it  was 
agreed  to  first  reduce  any  works  that  miglit  be  found  at  Port  Eoyal, 
S.  (J.,  and  thus  open  the  finest  harbor  on  the  coast  that  exists  south  of 
Hatteras.  It  was  calculated  to  reach  Port  Koyal  in  five  days  at  most, 
but  ill  consequence  of  adverse  winds  and  a  perilous  storm  on  the  day 
and  night  of  the  Ist  of  November,  the  fleet  arrived  at  Port  Koyal  Bar 
not  till  the  4th,  and  then  but  in  part,  for  it  had  been  almost  entirely 
dispersed  by  the  gale,  and  the  vessels  have  been  straggling  in  up  to 
this  date.  The  transport  steamers  Ihiion,  BelvUlere,  Osceola,  and  Peer- 
lens  have  not  arrived.  Two  of  them  are  known  to  be  lost,  and  it  is 
probable  that  all  are.  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  say  that  none  of 
the  troop  transports  connected  with  the  land  forces  were  lost,  though 
the  Winfield  Scott  had  to  sacrifice  her  whole  cargo  and  the  Roanoke  a 
portion  of  her  cargo  to  save  the  lives  of  the  regiments  on  board.  The 
former  will  be  unable  to  again  put  to  sea.  The  vessels  connected  with 
the  naval  portion  of  the  fleet  have  also  suffered  much,  and  some  have 
been  lost. 

After  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  Port  Eoyal  Bay  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  rebels  had  three  fleldworks  of  remarkable  strength,  strongly 
garrisoned,  and  covered  by  a  fleet  of  three  gunboats  under  Captain 
Tattnall,  late  of  tlie  U.  S.  Navy,  besides  strong  land  forces,  which  the 
rebels  were  concentrating  from  Charleston  and  Savannah.  'The  troops 
ot  the  rebels  were  afterwards  ascertained  to  have  been  commanded  bv 
General  Drayton.  One  of  the  forts,  and  probably  the  strongest,  was 
situated  on  Hilton  Head,  and  tiie  other  two  on  Phillij)s  Island  It  was 
deemed  proper  to  first  reduce  the  fort  on  Hilton  Head,  though  to  do 
this  a  greater  or  less  fire  might  have  to  be  met  from  the  batteries  on 
Bay  Point  at  the  same  time  Our  original  plan  of  cooperation  of  the 
land  forces  in  this  attack  had  to  be  set  aside  in  consequence  of  the  loss 
during  the  voyage,  of  a  greater  portion  of  our  means  of  disembarkment' 
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together  with  the  fact  that  the  only  point  where  the  troops  should  have 
landed  was  from  5  to  6  miles  (measuring  around  the  intervening  shoal) 
from  the  anchoring  place  of  our  transports — alt«gether  too  great  a 
distance  for  successful  debarkation  with  our  limited  means.  It  was 
therefore  agreed  that  the  place  should  be  reduced  by  the  naval  force 
alone.  In  consequence  of  the  shattered  condition  of  the  fleet  and  the 
delay  in  the  arrival  of  vessels  that  were  indispensable  for  the  attack, 
it  had  to  be  jMJStponed  until  the  7th  instant.  I  was  a  mere  spectator  of 
the  combat,  and  it  is  not  my  province  to  render  any  report  of  this 
action,  but  I  deem  it  an  imperative  duty  to  say  that  the  firing  and 
maneuvering  of  our  fleet  against  that  of  the  rebels  and  their  formidable 
land  batteries  was  a  masterpiece  of  activity  and  professional  skill  that 
must  have  elicited  the  applause  of  the  rebels  themselves  as  a  tactical 
operation.  I  think  that  too  much  praise  can  not  be  awarded  to  the 
science  and  skill  exhibited  by  the  flag-officer  of  the  naval  squadron  and 
the  ofiicers  connected  with  the  ships.  I  deem  the  performance  a 
masterly  one,  and  [it]  ought  to  have  been  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
After  the  works  were  reduced  I  took  possession  of  them  with  the  land 
forces.  The  beautifully  constructed  work  on  Hilton  Head  was  severely 
crippled  and  many  of  the  guns  dismounted.  Much  slaughter  had 
evidently  beeh  made  there,  many  bodies  having  been  buried  in  the  fort, 
and  some  twenty  or  thirty  were  found  some  half  a  mile  distant.  The 
island  for  many  miles  was  found  strewed  with  arms  and  accouterments 
and  baggage  of  the  rebels,  which  they  threw  away  in  their  hasty  retreat. 
We  have  also  come  into  possession  of  about  forty  pieces  of  ordnance, 
most  of  which  is  of  the  heaviest  caliber  and  the  most  approved  models, 
and  a  large  q^iantity  of  ammunition  and  camp  equipage. 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  the  valuable  services  of  Mr.  [C.  O.]  Boutelle, 
assistant  in  the  Coast  Survey,  assisting  me  with  his  accurate  and 
extensive  knowledge  of  this  country.  His  services  are  invaluable  to 
the  Army  as  well  as  the  Navy,  and  1  earnestly  recommend  that 
important  notice  be  taken  of  this  very  able  and  scientific  officer  by  the 
War  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Adjutant-Genekal,  U.  S.  Army, 

W<t4shingion,  D.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  November  11,  1801. 

Slit :  In  addition  to  my  report  of  the  8th   instant,  and  after  a  more 

perfect  examination  into  details,  1  have  to  state  that  the  number  of 

pieces  of  ordnance  which  have  fallen  into  our  hands  is  llfty-two,  the  bulk 

of  which  is  of  the  largest  caliber,  all  with  fine  carriages,  etc.,  except 

eight  or  nine  that  were  ruined  by  our  fire,  which  dismounted  their  pieces. 

A  complete  inventory  of  the  amount  of  public  property  captured  is 

being  prepared  and  will  be  duly  furnished.     Besides  the  wreck  of  small 

arms,  etc.,  thrown  away  by  the  rebels  in  their  hasty  retreat,  as  stated 

in  my  last,  a  light  battery  of  two  fine  12pouuder  howitzers  has  been 

found  to  have  been  abandoned  near  tlje  ierry,  about  0  miles  distant. 

I  have  also,  ascertained  by  examination  that  the  flight  of  the  rebels 
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exteuded  to  Braddock  Point,  at  the  south  end  of  the  island,  and  about 
15  miles  distant,  the  fort  at  that  point  being  deserted  and  its  guns 
si^iked.    It  has  one  X-inch  columbiad  and  t\w  5J-inch  guns. 

On  clearing  out  the  fort  at  Hilton  Head  the  dead  body  of  Dr.  Buist, 
formerly  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Army,  was  found  in  one  of  the 
galleries  leading  from  the  terre-plein  to  a  cajioniere,  he  having  been 
killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  and  buried  by  the  falling  in  of  a  para- 
pet.    He  was  the  principal  surgeon  of  this  fort. 

The  eftect  of  this  victory  is  startling.  Every  white  inhabitant  has 
left  the  island.  The  wealthy  islands  of  St.  Helena,  Ladies,  and  most 
of  Port  Royal  are  abandoned  by  the  whites,  and  the  beautiful  estates  of 
the  planters,  with  all  their  immense  property,  left  to  the  pillage  of  hordes 
of  apparently  disaffected  blacks,  and  the  indications  are  that  the  panic 
has  extended  to  the  fort  on  the  north  end  of  Reynolds'  Island,  com- 
manding the  fine  anchorage  of  St.  Helena  Sound.  Of  this,  however,  I 
shall  have  satisfactory  information  in  a  few  days.  I  am  now  in  the 
occupation  of  the  forts  at  Hilton  Head,  the  two  on  Phillips  Island,  and 
the  one  at  Braddock  Point.  The  task  of  unloading  our  vessels  will  be 
a  very  slow  and  difficult  operation,  in  consequence  of  the  extended 
shallow  shores,  until  wharves  can  be  constructed.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
expected  to  be  able  to  leave  here  with  a  large  force  As  soon  as  our 
defenses  are  fully  underway,  to  further  carry  out  the  grand  objects  of  the 
expedition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral,  Commanding. 

The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


General  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  expressing  commendation. 

Navy  Department,  i^ovember  13,  1861. 
The  Department  announces  to  the  Navy  and  to  the  country  its  high 
gratification  at  the  brilliant  success  of  the  combined  navy  and  army 
forces,  respectively  commanded  by  Flag-Ofificer  Du  Pont  and  Brigadier- 
General  T.  W.  Sherman,  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beaure- 
gard, commanding  the  entrance  of  Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina. 
To  commemorate  this  signal  victory,  it  is  ordered  that  a  national 
salute  be  tired  from  each  navy  yard  at  meridian  on  the  day  after  the 
receipt  of  this  order. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/. 

Message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  recommending  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to 
Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Washington.  Fehrnari/  4,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

The  third  section  of  the  "Act  farther  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Navy,"  approved  December  21,  1861,  provides: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate 
shall  have  the  authority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy,  for  the  command 
of  stiuadrons  and  single  ships,  such  oflicers  as  he  may  believe  that  the.good  of  the 
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service  requires  to  be  thus  placed  in  commaud;  aud  such  officfra  may,  if  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote  of 
thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  gallantry  in  acti^^n  against  an  enemy,  be 
restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

In  conformity  with  this  law  Captain  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  of  the 
Navy,  was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  the  continuance  as  the  flag- 
ofiQcer  in  commaud  of  the  squadron  which  recently  rendered  such 
important  service  to  the  Union  in  the  expedition  to  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina. 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  fully  corre- 
spond with  the  intention  of  the  law,  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  Samuel 
F.  Du  Pont  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and 
gallantry  displayed  in  the  capture  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard, 
commanding  the  entrance  of  Port  Eoyal  Harbor,  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber, 18G1. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 


Latter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Eear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  joint 
resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress. 

Navy  Department,  July  30, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  a 
joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  22d  February,  1862,  tendering 
its  thanks  to  yourself  and  officers,  i>etty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
under  your  command  for  the  victory  at  Port  Eoyal. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  etc. 

[Enclosure.] 

BeaoluHon  of  Congress  extending  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Flag-Officfr  Dn  Pont,  U.  S.  Xavy, 
upon  recommendation  of  the  President. 

A  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Captain  Samuel  F. 
Du  Pont  and  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  under  his 
command  for  the  victory  at  Port  Eoyal. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  tendered  to 
Captain  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  and  through  him  to  the  officers,  petty 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  attached  to  the  squadron  under  his  com- 
maud, for  the  decisive  and  splendid  victory  achieved  at  Port  Eoyal  on 
the  seventh  day  of  November  last. 

Approved,  February  22,  18C2. 


Eeport  of  Flag-OfEcer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  rumors  of  the  Port  Koyal  expedition. 

[Hampton  Boads,  Virginia],  November  8,  1861. 

Doctor  Fahs  reports  that  the  information  which  reached  Norfolk 
last  evening  (November  G)  concerning  the  Southern  expedition  was 
as  follows : 

Two  vessels  had  been  driven  on  shore  by  the  late  gale  and  wrecked 
on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  One  of  them  he  understood  to  be  a 
steamer  called  the  Union.    The  name  of  the  other  he  did  not  recollect. 
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One  of  them  had  horses  on  board,  but  fifteeu  of  which  swam  on  shore 
and  were  captured,  the  balance  having  been  drowned  or  shot  by  the 
crew  of  the  steamer.  The  other  vessel,  loaded  with  arms,  ammunition, 
gun  carriages,  and  military  stores  generally,  had  become  a  total  loss. 
Seventy-three  prisoners  (the  crews)  had  been  taken  to  Baleigh,  N.  0. 

Forty  vessels  were  reported  ofiF  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  engaging  the  bat- 
teries at  the  entrance  of  that  port,  the  bombardment  going  on  at  that 
time.  One  of  our  vessels  was  said  to  have  been  so  much  injured  by  the 
rebel  shot  that  she  had  been  towed  ofl',  and  another,  which  had  got  ou 
shore,  was  being  so  badly  used  up  by  the  shot  from  a  vessel  under 
command  of  Commander  Tattnall  that  he  expected  to  capture  her. 

[EndorsemeDt.] 

Doctor  Fahs,  who  has  been  up  in  Norfolk  with  his  wife  for  several 
days,  by  permission  of  General  Huger,  and  under  a  flag  of  truce,  came 
down  yesterday  afternoon,  and  brings  the  written  report  concerning 
our  Southern  expedition. 

It  smacks  of  the  truth  with  regard  to  the  loss  of  vessels  on  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina  and  the  bombardment  of  Port  Royalj  where,  in 
truth,  the  expedition  was  to  go  direct. 

I  send  it  for  what  it  is  worth,  supposing  it  may  be  earlier  intelligence 
than  any  yet  received  at  Washington. 


Hon.  G.  y.  Fox. 


L.   M.   GfOLDSBOEOUGH]. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimoke,  November  11,  1801. 

News  has  been  received  at  Hatteras  Inlet  by  deserters  of  taking  of 

two  Confederate  forts  at  Port  Royal  and  landing  large  Federal  force  at 

Beaufort.    From  Norfolk  have  tidings  similar,  with  accounts  [of]  intense 

excitement.    Railroad  near  Beaufort,  with  gre&t  amount  stores,  fallen 

into  hands  [of  the]  Federals.    Deserters  came  into  Newport  News  and 

reportthat  Federal  troops  were  advancing  on  Charleston ;  reports  intense 

excitement.    Only  one  vessel  wrecked  on  North  Carolina  coast,  the 

Union;   the   Winfield   Scott  supposed  lost.    French  frigate  Cleopatra 

burned  to  water's  edge  oif  Hatteras;  all  saved. 

,,     „  C.  C.  Fulton. 

Mr.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 
Copy  sent  to  Mr.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  War. 

Fulton. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  November  i:j,  iSGl. 
Fortress  Monroe,  November  12,  iS«.-The  steamer  BienviUe  has  just 
arrived  at  Old  Point  from  the  great  expedition.  She  left  Port  Poval 
ou  Sunday  a^m.and  brings  cheering  intelligence.  She  proceeds  at 
once  to  New  York,  where  she  will  be  due  to-morrow  evening.  Captain 
feteedman  however,  left  her  at  this  place  and  proceeds  direct  to  Wash- 
ington with  dispatches  and  trophies-two  brass  cannon  and  secession 
tiags.    He  reports  the  gale  encountered  by  the  fleet  to  have  been  very 
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severe.  The  Union  and  Osceola  went  ashore  and  were  lost,  as  pre- 
viously reported.  The  Governor  foundered  at  sea,  but  the  Isaac  Smith 
succeeded  in  saving  all  her  crew,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  marines. 
The  fleet  arrived  at  Port  Royal  on  Monday,  4th  instant.  Tuesday  the 
small  gunboats  sounded  and  buoyed  out  the  channel  under  a  fire  from 
the  forts,  which  did  no  damage.  On  Wednesday  the  weather  pre- 
vented active  operations,  but  on  Thursday  morning,  7th  instant,  the 
man-of-war  and  the  gunboats  advanced  to  the  attack.  The  action  com- 
menced at  10  a.  m.  and  was  hotly  carried  on  on  both  sides  and  lasted 
about  four  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  rebels  were  compelled  by 
the  shower  of  shells  to  abandon  their  works  and  beat  a  hasty  retreat. 
Our  loss  was  8  men  and  1  officer.  The  chief  engineer  of  the  Mohican 
killed  and  about  20  wounded.  Eebel  loss  not  known;  52  bodies  were 
found  by  our  men  and  buried.  All  their  wounded  except  two  were 
carried  off.  Two  forts  were  captured,  Fort  Walker,  on  Hilton  Head, 
mounting  twenty-three  guns,  and  Fort  Beaufort  [Beauregard],  on  Bay 
Point,  mounting  ninteen  guns.  The  guns  were  of  heavy  caliber.  These 
were  both  new  and  splendid  earthworks,  of  great  strength,  constructed 
in  the  highest  style  of  military  science,  and  pronounced  by  our  engi- 
neers as  impregnable  against  any  assault  by  land  forces.  The  final 
retreat  of  the  rebels  was  a  perfect  rout.  They  left  everything,  arms, 
equipments  of  all  kinds,  even  the  ofiflcers'  swords  and  commissions,  all 
the  letters  and  jiapers,  both  public  and  private;  order  books  and  docu- 
ments of  all  kinds  were  left  in  their  flight  and  fell  into  our  hands, 
affording  our  officers  much  valuable  information.  Among  the  papers 
was  a  telegram  from  JefF.  Davis  to  the  commander  of  the  post,  inform- 
ing him  of  tte  sailing  of  the  fleet,  and  that  he  knew  their  destination 
to  be  Port  Eoyal.  Query:  Who  was  the  traitor?  The  whole  surround- 
ing country  was  seized  with  a  perfect  panic.  The  day  after  the  fight 
the  Seneca  and  two  other  gunboats,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Ammen,  proceeded  up  to  Beaufort  and  found  but  one  white  man  in 
the  town,  and  he  was  drunk.  All  the  plantations  up  the  river  seemed 
to  be  deserted  except  by  the  negroes,  who  were  seen  in  great  numbers 
and  who,  as  the  boat  passed,  came  down  to  the  shore  Avath  bundles  in 
their  hands,  as  expecting  to  be  taken  ofi'.  They  seized  all  the  letters  in 
the  post-office  at  Beaufort.  After  the  capture  of  the  forts  the  whole 
army,  about  15,000  men,  were  safely  landed  and  established  on  shore. 
The  forts  were  but  little  injured,  but  the  rebels  could  not  stand  the 
explosion  of  our  big  shells.  The  force  of  the  enemy,  as  ascertained 
from  their  papers,  was  from  3,000  to  4,000  men,  under  General  Drayton, 
of  South  Carolina.  Our  victory  is  complete,  the  enemy  losing  every- 
thing but  their  lives,  which  they  saved  by  running.  J.  S.  Bradford,  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  bearer  of  dispatches,  and  R.  H.  Wyman,  command- 
ing the  Pawnee,  also  arrived  in  the  Bienville  and  take  the  boat  to-night 
for  Baltimore.  The  boats  from  the  Wabash  were  the  first  to  land  after 
the  fight,  and  Captain  John  Eodgers  was  the  first  man  on  shore.  The 
boats  returned  loaded  with  valuable  trophies  of  all  kinds,  one  of  our 
officers  finding  an  elegant  cavalry  sword  with  solid  silver  scabbard. 
Swords,  pistols,  etc.,  were  scattered  about  in  every  direction  and  in  any 
quantity.  But  four  prisoners  were  found,  two  of  them  wounded.  All 
hands  connected  with  the  fleet  are  represented  as  acting  in  the  most 
gallant  manner.  The  reporters  who  accompanied  the  expedition 
return  to  New  York  in  the  Bienville  with  full  list  killed.    More  coming. 

Fulton. 
Secketaey  op  thk  Xayy. 
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Letter  from  the  Superintendent  TJ.  S.  Coast  Survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy,  retumingr 

sketch  of  the  action. 

Coast  Survey  Office,  December  6, 1861. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  sketch  of  the  action  at  Port 
Eoyal  on  the  7th  of  November,  which,  as  requested,  has  been  transferred 
to  a  drawing,*  representing  correctly  the  topography  of  Port  Eoyal. 
The  uncertainty  which  remains  in  regard  to  the  dimensions  of  the  forts 
is  of  little  consequence,  as  it  conduces  to  the  clearness  of  the  plan  that 
their  dimensions  should  not  be  accurately  according  to  the  scale  of 
the  map. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Bache, 
Superintendent. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Congratulatory  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  IT.  S.  Ravy. 

Private.]  Navy  Department, 

Washington,  November  15,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  can  not  tell  you  how  earnestly  we  are  all  thanking 
you  for  what  you  and  your  command  have  already  done  for  the  Navy 
and  the  country.  The  success  is  all  that  was  expected,  and  more  than 
we  ought  to  have  asked.  Still,  we  want  men  until  this  infernal  rebellion 
is  disposed  of.  I  have  at  no  time  had  a  doubt  as  to  what  you  could 
accomplish. 

I  have  watched  every  movement  from  the  initiative  more  earnestly 
perhaps  than  you  supposed.  It  was  not  possible  to  avoid  a  feeling  of 
sadness  during  the  period  of  that  terrible  storm,  but  even  then  I  did 
not  despond.    My  faith,  like  yours,  held  out. 

Most  sincerely  do  I  congratulate  you  on  what  has  already  been  done. 
You  have  inscribed  your  name  on  one  of  the  proudest  pages  of  our 
history  already ;  but  you  are  to  do  still  more  for  the  country's  salvation. 
Go  on,  my  dear  sir,  in  this  glorious  work. 

We  shall  spare  no  labor  or  means  to  sustain  you. 

Make  my  regards  to  General  Sherman,  to  whom,  with  yourself,  I 
extend  congratulations,  and  believe  me,  dear  sir, 
Most  truly,  yours, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Squad rmi. 


Official  letter  of  thanks  and  congratulation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer 

Du  Pout,  TI.  S,  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  November  16,  1861. 
Sir:  It  is  with  no  ordinary  emotion  that  I  tender  to  you  and  your 
command  the  heartfelt  congratulations  and  thanks  of  the  Government 
and  the  country  for  the  brilliant  success  achieved  at  Port  Royal.  In 
the  war  now  waging  against  tbe  Government  in  this  most  causeless 
and  unnatural  rebellion  tliat  ever  afflicted  a  country  high  hopes  have 
been  indulged  in  the  Navy  and  great  confidence  reposed  in  its  eflbrts. 

*Se6  p.  263,  Du  Font's  report. 
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The  results  of  the  skill  and  bravery  of  yourself  and  others  have 
equaled  and  surpassed  our  highest  expectations. 

To  you  and  your  associates  under  the  Providence  of  God  we  are 
indebted  for  this  great  achievement  by  the  largest  squadron  ever  fitted 
out  under  that  flag  which  you  have  so  gallantly  vindicated  and  which 
you  will  bear  onward  to  continued  success. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  announcing  the  victory  at-Port 
Koyal  the  Department  issued  the  enclosed  general  order,*  which,  with 
this  letter,  you  will  cause  to  be  read  to  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blochadimj  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 


Extracts  from  the  Savannah  EepubUcan,  NovembeT  12,  1861. 
The  part  the  JVauy  took  in  the  affray  at  Port  Royal. 

Having  been  present  on  board  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Savannah,  bearing  the 
flag  of  Flag-Offlcer  Tattnall,  during  the  late,  to  us,  disastrous  fight 
at  Port  Eoyal,  I  feel  it  to  be  an  act  no  more  than  due  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  several  Government  vessels  therein  engaged  to  rei)ort 
to  the  public  the  role  that  each  and  all  of  them  sustaiued,  with  honor 
to  themselves  and  to  the  cause,  of  the  ultimate  success  of  which,  by 
their  patriotism,  skill,  and  bravery,  they  are  no  unfitting  exponents. 
It  is,  and  long  has  been,  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  the  officers  of  our 
nascent  Navy  that  the  Confederate  Government  has  not  hitherto  been 
able  to  aftbrd  them  in  their  line  facilities  to  reap  results  as  glorious  or 
valuable  to  the  greater  advancement  of  our  cause  as  have  been  obtained 
by  the  land  forces  in  Virginia  and  elsewhere;  but  notwithstanding  all 
this,  wherever  they  have  been  placed,  and  under  whatever  adverse  cir- 
cumstances they  have  labored,  their  services  will,  uo  doubt,  in  future  be 
acknowledged  and  appreciated  in  the  impartial  reckoning  of  results 
and  distribution  of  favors  at  the  end  of  this  war. 

The  fleet  with  which  Flag-Officer  Tattnall  has  been  furnished  to 
encounter  the  navy  of  the  enemy  is  by  uo  means  of  as  powerful  a  char- 
acter as  even  the  now  overstrained  resources  of  the  Government  might 
readily  place  in  his  charge.  One  frail  river  steamboat,  the  Savannah, 
with  two  or  three  tugs  improvised  into  men-of-war  comprise  his  whole 
force.  Our  entire  appreciation  of  this  fact  maj'^,  perhaps,  the  more 
clearly  enable  people  to  acknowledge  the  merit  of  the  late  action  and 
the  advantages  derived  thereby  of  our  little  naval  force  at  Port  Royal. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  (iJ^'ovember  2, 1861)  that  Flag- 
Officer  Tattnall  received  reliable  information  at  Savannah  that  the 
enemy's  fleet  had  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  for  Port  Royal,  S.  0. 
He  instantly  departed  thence  with  his  whole  available  force,  consisting 
of  the  paddle  steamer  gun  vessel  Savannah,  2,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing J. N.Maffitt;  the  Resolute,2,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Pembroke 
Jones;  the  Sampson,  2,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  S.  Kennard,  and 
the  Lady  Davis,  2,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Rutledge. 

The  Monday  after  his  arrival  he  found  the  enemy,  forty-four  sail 
strong,  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  Perceiving  several  of  their  vessels 
to  be  engaged  near  the  bar  in  taking  soundings,  he  instantly  with  his 
small  force  attacked  them  at  a  distance  of  but  a  mile  and  a  half,  and 

-  See  J).  290. 
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after  a  cannouading  of  fortj-  minutes,  during  wliicli  he  succeeded  in 
entrapping  three  of  tlie  enemy's  "screw  pelters"  under  the  fire  of  our 
batteries,  finding  that  he  had  to  encounter  English  rifled  guns  he  retired 
inside  the  harbor. 

The  day  after  (Tuesday)  he  again  engaged  the  enemy  at  long  shots 
for  upward  of  an  hour,  apparently  with  some  effect,  the  flagship  Savan- 
nah receiving  no  further  injury  from  the  reception  of  two  shots  than  a 
temporary  one  to  her  upper  works,  and  the  remaining  vessels  of  the 
squadron  receiving  no  hurt  whatever. 

Early  in  the  evening  of  this  day  we  were  all  much  gratified  by  the 
arrival  of  Captain  Page,  G.  S.  Navy,  of  Virginia,  the  second  in  command 
to  Flag-Oflicer  Tattnall  of  the  Georgia  and  Carolina  coast.  This  accom- 
plished oflQcer,  whose  reputation  in  the  old  service,  to  which  he  has 
long  been  a  bright  ornament,  is  well  known,  was  a  most  valuable 
addition  to  our  force,  and,  as  events  proved,  to  the  army  also,  which  is 
somewhat  indebted  to  his  personal  exertions  for  the  satisfactory  retreat 
made  by  them,  when  even  their  usual  bravery,  most  memorably  dis- 
played as  it  was,  failed  to  quite  support  them  in  their  hour  of  need. 

Everyone  on  board  the  little  fleet  expected  an  attack  from  the  enemy 
during  the  night,  yet  every  officer  and  man  of  it  was  cool  and  collected. 
Sensible  of  the  fearful  odds  which  at  any  moment  they  might  be  called 
upon  to  encounter,  and  fully  resolved  to  meet,  as  far  as  lay  in  their 
power,  any  issue  forced  upon  them  with  the  spirit  of  true  Southern 
sailors,  they  awaited  with  courage  in  their  hearts  and  resolve  stamped 
upon  every  countenance  the  approach  of  a  foe  to  whom  from  old  associ- 
ation they  took  peculiar  pride  in  showing  themselves  ready  to  stand 
by  theif  cause  like  men  sans  jpeur  et  sans  reproche.  But  the  American 
fleet  did  not  attempt  an  entrance,  and  morning  dawn  showed  it  to  be 
in  the  position  of  the  day  previous.  Another  twenty-four  hours  passed, 
only  to  reveal  the  same  mysterious  inaction  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

Thursday  morning,  however,  at  about  half  past  9,  their  fleet  was 
seen  to  get  underway  and  stand  into  the  harbor  in  the  following  order: 
The  Minnesota,  51,  a  screw,  leading,  the  flag  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont 
at  the  mizzen,  closely  followed  by  the  paddle-wheel  steam  frigate  Sus- 
quehanna, 15;  the  San  Jacinto,  14,  screw  steam  corvette,  and  a  number 
of  screw  and  "paddle  pelters,"  mounting  rifled  guns,  one  of  which  towed 
in  a  sailing  "jackass  frigate,"  not  recognized  by  our  oflicers  with  cer- 
tainty, but  supposed  to  have  been  the  Cumberland,  24.  At  9  o'clock, 
having  got  within  range,  they  opened  quite  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  bat- 
teries, which  was  returned  by  tliem  with  spirit. 

riag-Offlcer  Tattnall  ordered  the  anchor  of  the  Savannah  hove  up 
when  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  him,  and, 
steaming  up  toward  Hilton  Head  battery,  took  a  raking  position  upon 
the  bow  of  the  largest  American  frigate,  then  hotly  engaging  it,  and 
opened  fire  with  his  32s  upon  her,  to  which,  however,  she  did  not  deign 
immediately  to  reply. 

Our  distance  was  too  great  (being  that  of  a  mile)  and  our  guns  were 
of  too  light  a  caliber  to  enable  us  to  do  her  much,  if  any,  injury.  Sev- 
eral excellent  shots  were  made  by  Midshipman  R.  J.  Moses,  command- 
ing the  after  gun,  but  with  what  effect  was,  of  course,  impossible  for 
us  to  determine.  All  this  time  the  enemy's  frigate  was  gradually  Bear- 
ing us  for  the  double  purpose  of  enfilading  the  battery  and  returnino- 
the  respects  of  our  little  vessel ;  but  the  commodore,  disliking  to  run 
unless  under  a  fire,  and  that  a  hot  one,  only  gave  tlie  order  to  retreat 
\dienthe  frigate,  rounding  to,  discharged  her  first  gun  at  us,  and  the 
Si(squehan7ia  commenced  a  pursuit. 
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We  soon  found  the  frigate  to  be  rai)id]y  gaining  upon  us,  and  that 
if  we  were  not  in  the  meantime  blown  out  of  the  water,  Skull  Creek 
was  our  only  haven  of  refuge  from  a  prison  in^the  great  American 
metropolis.  The  Minnesota,  evidently  disposed  to  return  our  attentions 
of  the  last  two  days  once  and  forever,  discharged,  at  a  distance  of  800 
yards,  three  broadsides  in  quick  successiou  against  our  miserable  little 
cockleshell,  but  thanks  to  her  poor  gunnery  and  our  luck,  we  were 
only  hit  once  by  an  Xl-inch  shell  that  entered  our  port  wheelhouse, 
carrying  away  bulkheads  and  stanchions,  though  hurting  no  one,  from 
the  fact  that  it  did  not  explode  and  lit  upon  the  starboard  side  of  the 
gun  deck,  passing  within  2  feet  of  Captain  Page,  who  was  superin- 
tending the  working  of  the  forward  gun.  At  this  juncture  we  were  so 
close  to  the  enemy's  ships  that  their  crews  could  with  the  naked  eye 
be  distinctly  seen  ramming  home  the  guns,  and  Flag-Offlcer  Tattnall, 
regretting  his  inability  to  return  the  high-flown  compliments  of  Elag- 
Officer  Du  Pont  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner,  ordered  his  blue  flag 
to  be  dipped  three  times  to  him  in  token  of  his  acknowledgments  of  the 
same. 

We  reached  Skull  Creek  in  safetj'  about  11  o'clock  and  went  along- 
side of  Seabrook's  Landing,  when  the  flag-officer  instantly  dispatched 
our  marines,  under  the  command  of  Captain  George  Holmes,  of  Savan- 
nah, an  experienced  officer,  over  the  other  side  of  the  island  to  render 
assistance  to  the  fatigued  garrison  of  the  battery.  Captain  Page,  at  the 
request  of  the  flag-officer,  superintending  the  debarkation. 

They  were  followed  an  hour  afterwards  by  Flag-Offlcer  Tattnall, 
Captain  Page,  and  Midshipman  Barrou  Carter,  of  Augusta,  the  flag- 
officer's  aid,  who  preceded  all  the  available  seamen  of  the  Savannah 
and  Sampson,  with  some  few  marines  of  the  latter  vessel,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Philip  Porcher,  of  South  Carolina,  ordered  to 
make  speed  with  all  our  naval  ammunition  to  the  battery,  which  at 
the  time  appeared  to  be  hard  pressed. 

I  accompanied  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Porcher  to  within  a  half 
mile  of  the  battery.  Before  reaching  that  point,  however,  the  firing 
between  the  battery  and  shipping  had  ceased,  and  the  lieutenant,  from 
the  number  of  straggling  soldiers  en  route  to  the  landing  "  in  search  of 
their  companies,"  thought  things  not  exactly  as  they  should  be,  and  so 
remarked,  but  he  nevertheless  kept  on  his  course  until  informed  offi- 
cially by  an  army  officer  of  the  garrison  being  in  the  enemy's  posses- 
sion, and  advised  him  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  his  vessel. 
This  advice  he  partially  followed  by  countermarching  his  men,  in  good 
order,  at  common  time. 

I,  however,  not  being  an  active  participant  in  the  aifair,  but  merely 
a  spectator,  pushed  on  to  learn  the  fate  of  the  flag  officer  and  Captain 
Holmes's  command,  and  met  them  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  battery.  Captain  Holmes  was  missing.  He,  upon  his  near 
approach  to  the  fort,  had  gone  in  advance  of  his  company  to  see  how 
matters  stood  and  had  not  returned,  when  the  commodore,  finding  all 
to  be  lost  and  conceiving  the  captain  to  have  been  captured,  ordered 
Lieutenant  Eaney,  of  Florida,  the  second  in  command,  to  follow  after 
him  with  his  men  to  the  steamer,  to  use  his  own  words,  "feeling  no 
fear  for  the  success  of  the  retreat,  or  his  personal  safety,  with  so  relia- 
ble an  officer  in  his  rear." 

When  we  reached  Seabrook's  Landing  the  steamer  Savannah  had 
left  for  the  city  to  repair  the  damages  sustained  in  the  engagement, 
but  the  paddle  gun  vessel  Sampson,  Lieutenant  Coiiimauding  Kennard, 
received  us  alfon  board,  and  afterwards,  at  the  request  of  certain 
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army  ofBcers,  many  of  the  volunteers  who,  most  unfortunately,  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  find  their  companies  and  were  consequently  in  much 
disorder.  The  embarkation  of  these  last  wa"^  superintended  by  Gap- 
tain  Page,  and  detained  us  until  late  in  the  evening. 

At  11  o'clock  the  paddle  gun  vessel  Resolute,  2,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Jones,  arrived  at  Pope's  Jetty  [Pope's  Island]  from  Savan- 
nah, where  she  had  been  sent  early  in  the  morning  with  dispatches 
from  the  flag-officer  commanding.  At  this  jetty  Lieutenant  Jones  found 
a  crowd  of  soldiers,  who  expressed  an  evident  desire  to  join  their  com- 
panies on  the  opposite  shore,  and  gave  earnest  that  were  he  to  tow 
them  over  to  it  in  flats  procured  for  the  purpose  it  would  be  a  small 
favor  gratefully  received.  This  much  he  did  for  them,  and  made  report 
to  the  flag-officer  afterwards,  from  whom  he  received  a  warm  approval 
for  the  celerity  with  which  he  had  executed  his  orders  and  for  the  new 
instance  of  that  discretion  he  always  evinced  whenever  left  to  the  exer- 
cise of  his  better  judgment.  One  act  of  the  navy  was  so  important  to 
the  safe  retreat  of  the  troops,  and  withal  so  illustrative  of  the  two  gal- 
lant officers,  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Johnston,  who  conceived  it,  that, 
upon  the  common  principle,  although  apostolic,  of  "Honor  to  whom 
honor  is  due,"  I  can  not  forbear  from  giving  it  a  passing  notice. 

It  seems  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Jones,  after  he  had  taken  off 
to  his  steamer  all  the  troops  from  Pope's  Jetty  whom  he  supposed 
desirous  to  retreat  on  board,  returned  to  the  other  one  in  order  to  com- 
municate with  the  flag-officer,  and  upon  his  arrival  there  he  learned 
that  two  guns  were  left  mounted  and  unspiked  by  an  artillery  company 
on  the  jjetty  he  had  just  left.  He  instantly,  with  Lieutenant  Johnstou, 
C.  S.  Navy,  of  Tennessee,  volunteered  to  attempt  their  recovery,  which 
proposition  was  gladly  accepted  and  warmly  approved  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  Accordingly,  at  about  12  o'clock,  his  steamer,  the 
Resolute,  again  changing  her  course,  reached  the  lower,  or  Pope's,  Jetty, 
where  Lieutenant  Johnston,  at  the  order  of  Mr.  Jones,  went  ashore, 
accompanied  by  young  Midshipman  Chew,  and  found  the  guns  in  the 
same  position  and  condition  in  which  they  had  been  described.  The 
lieutenant,  however,  not  desiring  by  a  hasty  act  to  possibly  retard,  if 
not  disconcert,  any  plan  of  the  army,  first  hailed  a  steamboat  contain- 
ing a  company,  whose  guns  they  were,  desiring  to  know  if  they  contem- 
plated leaving  them  behind,  and  received  for  reply  that  "not  being  of 
any  further  use  to  them,  they  were  spiked  and  left."  Lieutenant  John- 
ston readily  removed  with  his  fingers  the  ends  of  two  priming  wires 
that  had  been  thrust  into  the  touchholes  of  the  guns,  and  substituted 
in  their  places  substantial  rat-tail  files,  with  which  he  had  provided 
himself  for  the  purpose.  He  then  succeeded  in  dismounting  one  of  the 
guns  and  throwing  it  overboard;  the  other  he  was  obliged  to  leave  on 
its  carriage  on  the  wharf  for  the  want  of  time. 

Flag-Offlcer  Tattnall  left  the  island  with  the  Resolute  and  Sampson 
at  about  3  a.  m.  for  Savannah,  where  he  arrived  a  little  after  daylight, 
carrying  with  him  as  passengers  many  of  the  officers  and  men  from  the 
captured  garrison.    *    *    » 

An  Eyewitness. 


Tlie  Port  Itoijal  ForU. 

The  Charleston  Courier  gives  the  following  interesting  particulars: 
On  the  northeast  end  of  Hilton  Head  stands  Fort  Walker,  a  most 
excellent  earthwork,  planned  and  built  under  the  supervision  of  Major 
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F.  D.  Lee,  who  was  highly  complimented  for  the  scientific  skill  be  dis- 
played in  its  construction.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  number  and 
caliber  of  the  guns  on  this  fort :  ^ 

X-inch  columbiad 1 

Vlll-incli  columbiad 1 

X-inch  columbiad,  new  jiatteni 1 

Vlll-inch  columbiad,  new  pattern 1 

42-pounders 3 

32-pounders 6 

Water  battery : 

Vlll-inch  howitzers 2 

32-pounders 2 

24-poundera 2 

12-pounder 1 

The  fort  at  Bay  Point  was  a  work  of  less  strength,  having  about  15 
guns  mounted,  some  of  large  caliber. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  November  8, 1861. 
The  following  telegram  has  been  received  from  Brigadier-General 
Drayton : 

I  have  been  compelled,  after  a  gallant  and  desperate  defense  of  four  hours,  ammu- 
nition exhausted,  seven  or  eight  guns  on  water  battery  out  of  thirteen  either  dis- 
mounted or  unfit  for  service,  to  abandon  Fort  Walker  and  retire  upon  this  place,^ 
Bluft"ton.     Particulars  will  be  given  when  official  returns  are  received. 

J.  H.  Trapier, 

Brigadier-  General. 
General  S.  CooPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General. 


Report  of  General  lee,  C.  S.  Army. ' 

Headquarters, 
Goosairhatchie,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  on  my  way  to  the  entrance  of  Port 
Eoyal  Harbor,  I  met  General  Eipley  returning  from  the  battery  at  the 
north  end  of  Hilton  Head,  called  Fort  Walker.  He  reported  that  the 
enemy's  fleet  had  passed  the  batteries  and  entered  the  harbor.  Nothing 
could  then  be  done  but  to  make  arrangements  to  withdraw  the  troops 
from  the  batteries  to  prevent  their  capture  and  save  the  public  property. 
The  troops  were  got  over  during  the  night,  but  their  tents,  clothing, 
and  provisions  were  mostly  lost,  and  all  the  guus  left  in  the  batteries. 
General  Drayton's  command  was  transferred  from  Fort  Walker  to 
Bluffton;  Colonel  Dunovant's  from  Bay  Point  to  St.  Helena  Island 
and  thence  to  Beaufort.  There  are  neither  batteries  nor  guns  for  the 
defense  of  Beaufort,  and  Colonel  Dunovant  crossed  Port  Koyal  Ferry 
yesterday  and  was  halted  at  Garden's  Corner.  General  Drayton 
reports  he  has  but  955  men  with  him,  and  no  field  battery,  the  troops 
from  Georgia  that  were  on  the  island  having  returned  to  Savannah 
without  orders.  Colonel  Dunovant's  regiment  is  in  as  destitute  a 
condition  as  General  Drayton's  command,  as  they  were  obliged  to  leave 

'For  additional  reports  of  the  operations  of  Confederate  forces  see  Official  Records 
of  the  Union  and  Confederate  irmies  in  the  War  of  the  Eobellion,  Series  I,  Vol.  VI. 
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everything  behind,  and  number  between  600  and  700  men.  I  wrote  to 
General  Lawton  to  endeavor  to  withdraw  the  guns  from  the  battery  at 
the  south  end  of  HUton  Head.  I  have  received  as  yet  no  report  from 
him  nor  any  ofQcial  account  from  the  commanders  of  the  batteries.  I 
fear  every  gun  has  been  lost.  At  present  I  fim  endeavoring  to  collect 
troops  to  defend  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  to  push  forward  the 
defenses  of  Charleston  and  Savannah. 

Colonel  Clingman's  regiment  of  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  six  com- 
panies of  Colonel  Edwards'  regiment  of  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  and 
Colonel  Martin's  South  Carolina  Cavalry  compose  the  force  now  here. 
The  enemy  having  complete  possession  of  the  water  and  inland  navi- 
gation, commands  all  the  islands  on  this  coast  and  threatens  both 
Savannah  and  Charleston,  and  can  come  in  his  boats  within  4  miles 
of  this  place.  His  sloops  of  war  and  large  steamers  can  come  up  Broad 
Eiver  to  Mackay's  Point,  the  mouth  of  the  Pocotaligo,  and  his  gunboats 
can  ascend  some  distance  up  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tulifinny.  We 
have  no  guns  that  can  resist  their  batteries,  and  have  no  resource  but 
to  prepare  to  meet  them  in  the  field.  They  have  landed  on  Hilton 
Head.  Their  fleet  is  in  Port  Eoyal  Harbor.  Four  of  their  gunboats 
are  reported  to  be  approaching  Beaufort.  I  fear  there  are  but  few 
State  troops  ready  tor  the  field.  The  garrisons  of  the  forts  at  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah  and  on  the  coast  can  not  be  removed  from  the  bat- 
teries while  ignorant  of  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  I  am  endeavoring 
to  bring  into  the  field  such  light  batteries  as  can  be  prepared. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  Lee, 
Ge7ieral,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — None  of  the  officers  from  Eichmond  have  reached  me. 

E.  E.  L. 


Eeport  cf  Brigad_er-General  Drayton,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Forces, 
Third  Military  District,  Dept.  of  South  Carolina, 

Gamp  Lee,  Hardeeville,  Kovember  24,  18C1. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  my  official  report  of  the  engage- 
ment on  the  7th  instant  between  the  Federal  fleet,  numbering  fifteen 
war  steamers  and  gunboats,  and  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  upon 
Hilton  Head  and  Bay  Point,  at  the  entrance  of  Port  Eoyal  Sound. 
The  fleet  was  commanded  by  Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  flag-officer  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  the  troops  on  board  the  trans- 
ports by  Brigadier-General  Sherman.  The  distance  between  the  forts 
is,  by  Coast  Survey,  2f  miles. 

Tlie  enemy's  fleet  had  been  collecting  in  our  waters  since  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th  instant,  and  had  increased  in  the  afternoon  to  thirty-two 
war  steamers  and  transports.  On  receiving  a  dispatch  to  this  effect 
from  Colonel  William  C.  Hoyward,  commanding  the  troops  at  Camp 
Walker,  I  left  my  headquarters  in  Beaufort  and  repaired  by  steamer  to 
Bay  Point,  which  I  reached  at  G  p.  m.,  passing  on  the  way  the  ever- 
watchful  little  fleet  of  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  Confederate  States  Navy. 

After  remaining  in  consultation  until  1.30  a.  m.  with  Colonel  E.  G.  lil. 
Duiiovant,  commandant  of  the  post,  I  took  my  departure,  leaving  hiiii 
such  general  instruction  as  the  uncertain  mode  and  direction  from 
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which  an  attack  might  be  expected  would  permit.  I  then  visited  Com- 
modore Tattnall'  and  after  an  exchange  of  views  took  leave,  crossed 
over  to  Hilton  Head  Island,  landed  there  at  daylight  on  the  5th,  and 
immediately  dispatched  a  cornier  to  Braddock  Point,  south  end  of  the 
island,  ordering  Captain  Stuart's  company  of  Ninth  Regiment  to  march 
on  Fort  Walker,  and  embark  thence  to  strengthen  Captain  Elliott's  gun- 
ners in  Fort  Beauregard.  This  company  did  not  leave  on  the  6th  as  pro- 
posed, as  Captain  Sapard,  of  the  steamer  Edith,  failed  to  comply  with  his 
orders  to  carry  it  across  early  in  the  morning.  They  were  dispatched, 
however,  by  the  first  steamer  at  my  disposal  on  the  7th,  and  before  they 
had  reached  halfway  across  the  bay  they  were  cut  ofi"  from  Bay  Point 
by  the  advancing  fleet  of  the  enemy,  and  obliged  to  seek  shelter  in 
Skull  Creek,  where  Captain  Stuart  disembarked  his  whole  command 
in  safety. 

On  inspecting  Fort  Walker  shortly  after  my  arrival  I  found  twenty 
gnus  of  various  caliber  mounted  upon  the  ramparts,  thirteen  of  which 
were  on  the  channel  battery,  viz:  One  X-inch  columbiadiu  the  center, 
flanked  on  the  right  by  five  32-pounders  and  one  IX-inch  Dahlgren 
rifled  [sicj*  cannon,  and  to  the  left  by  six  other  cannon  in  the  following 
order:  One  32-pounder,  one  Ylllinch  columbiad,  three  42-pounders, 
and  one  rifled  24- pounder ;  north  bastion,  one  32  pounder;  south  bas- 
tion, one  32-pounder,  one  Ylll-inch  howitzer,  and  one  long  12-pounder; 
south  flank  of  bastion,  one  navy  32-pounder;  demilune,  two  24-pound- 
ers;  redan,  one  navy  VIH-inch  howitzer.  Of  these  eight  guns,  one  in 
the  north  bastion  and  two  in  the  south  flank  could  occasionally  be  used 
against  the  ships  of  war.    The  rest  were  for  the  land  defense. 

To  man  th'e  guns  within  the  fort  and  for  an  infantry  reserve  outside, 
we  had,  until  reinforcements  came  from  Savannah  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  6t.h,  two  companies  of  Colonel  Wagener's  First  Regiment  Artillery, 
South  Carolina  Militia,  numbering  152  men;  three  companies  of  Colonel 
Hey  ward's  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  210  men ;  four 
companies  of  Colonel  R.  O.  M.  Dunovant's  Twelfth  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  under  Major  Jones,  260  men.    Total,  622  men. 

There  were  stationed  on  the  beach  at  Camp  Lookout,  6  miles  off,  Cap- 
tain J.  H.  Screven's  Mounteil  Guerrillas,  numbering  65,  who  acted  as 
scouts  and  couriers. 

About  9  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  5th,  Commodore  Tattnall,  who  had  boldly 
attacked  the  enemy's  gunboats  on  the  previous  day,  again  gallantly 
steamed  out  to  exchange  shots  with  them,  but  he  was  met  by  too  large 
a  force,  and  therefore  retired  slowly  behind  our  forts.  The  enemy  fol- 
lowed and  engaged  both  batteries  for  about  forty-five  minutes,  with  no 
other  injury  than  three  men  slightly  burned  in  Fort  Beauregard  from 
the  explosion  of  a  caisson  struck  by  a  rifle  shell. 

On  tlie  6th  instant  the  fleet  and  transports,  which  had  increased  to 
about  forty-five  sail,  would  probably  have  attacked  us  had  not  the 
weather  been  very  boisterous.  In  the  afternoon  about  4  o'clock  we 
received  our  first  reinforcements  from  Georgia,  450  infantry,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Berry,  C.  S.  Army,  and  Captain  Read's  battery  of  two 
12-pounder  howitzers  and  50  men. 

I  have  reason  for  supposing  that  this  assistance  would  have  arrived 
sooner,  for  General  A.  R.  Lawton,  commanding  provisional  forces  in 
Georgia,  wrote  from  Savanah  to  Colonel  W.  0.  Heyward  on  the  4th 
instant,  8:30  p.  m.,  as  follows: 

From  a  dispatch  received  to-day  from  General  Ripley,  I  infer  that  you  (Colonel 
W.  C.  Heyward)  have  been  sutJicieutly  reinforced  from  his  command  until  the  plans 
of  the  enemy  shall  he  more  fully  developed. 

'See  report  of  Actius  Lieutenant  Barnes,  p.  271. 
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Two  hours  after  the  gallant  Georgians  came  to  the  rescue  I  received 
the  welcome  intelligence  that  Colonel  De  Saussure's  Fifteenth  Kegiment 
South  Carolina  Volunteers,  650  strong,  had  landed  at  Seabrook's  Wharf, 
upon  Skull  Greek,  and  were  close  at  hand. 

At  last  the  memorable  7th  dawned  upon  us  bright  and  serene.  Not 
a  ripple  upon  the  broad  expanse  of  water  to  disturb  the  accuracy  of 
fire  from  the  broad  decks  of  that  magnificent  armada  about  advancing 
in  battle  array  to  vomit  forth  its  iron  hail  with  all  the  spiteful  energy 
of  long-suppressed  rage  aud  conscious  strength.  At  9:25  a.  m.  our 
IXinchDahlgren  gun  opened  fire  upon  the  [48J  gun  steamship  Wabash, 
flagship  of  Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  which  led  the  van,  closely  succeeded 
by  fourteen  other  large  steamers  and  gunboats. 

The  shell  from  the  Dahlgreu  exploded  near  the  muzzle  aud  was 
harmless.  Other  shots  followed  from  both  forts,  and  soon  the  fire 
became  general  on  land  and  water.  In  spite  of  our  fire,  directed  with 
deliberation  and  coolness,  the  fleet  soon  passed  both  batteries,  appar- 
ently unharmed,  and  then,  returning,  delivered  in  their  changing  rounds 
a,  terrific  shower  of  shot  and  shell  in  flank  aud  front. 

Besides  this  moving  battery  the  fort  was  enfiladed  by  two  gunboats 
anchored  to  the  north,  ofl'  the  mouth  of  Fishhall  Creek,  aud  another  at 
a  point  on  the  edge  of  the  shoals  to  the  south.  This  enfilading  fire  on 
so  still  a  sea  annoyed  an<l  damaged  us  excessively,  particularly  as 
we  had  uo  gun  on  either  flank  of  the  bastion  to  reply  with,  for  the 
32-pounder  on  the  right  flank  was  shattered  very  early  by  a  round 
shot,  and  on  the  north  flank,  for  want  of  a  carriage,  no  gun  had  been 
mounted.  After  the  fourth  fire  the  X-inch  columbiad  bounded  over 
the  limber  aud  became  useless.  The  U4-pounder  rifled  cannon  was 
choked  while  ramming  down  a  shell  and  lay  idle  during  nearly  the 
whole  engagement.  The  shells  for  the  IX-inch  Dahlgren  were  also  too 
large.  The  fourth  shell  attempted  to  be  rammed  home  could  not  be 
driven  below  the  trunnions,  and  was  then  at  great  risk  discharged. 

Thus  far  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  been  endured  and  replied  to  with 
the  unruffled  courage  of  veterans.  At  10:30  our  gunners  became  so 
fatigued  that  I  left  the  fort  accompanied  by  one  of  my  volunteer  aids, 
Captain  H.  Kose,  and  went  back  to  Captain  Kead's  battery  (IJ  miles 
in  the  rear  of  the  fort)  and  brought  the  greater  ijart  of  his'  men  back 
to  take  the  places  of  our  exhausted  men  inside  the  fort.  It  was  while 
thus  engaged  with  Captain  Bead's  company  that  Colonel  W.  H.  Stiles 
rode  up  and  reported  his  regiment  about  2  miles  off.  I  instantly 
directed  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Drayton,  to  accompany  Colonel  Stiles  to 
the  road  along  which  his  regiment  was  advancing,  and  to  station  it  in 
position  by  the  side  of  the  other  Georgia  troops.  On  entering  the 
fort  with  Captain  Kead's  company  they  were  cordially  greeted  by  both 
officers  aud  men. 

The  vigorous  attack  from  the  fleet  continued  unabated  with  still  no 
decided  damage  to  any  of  their  ships.  About  12 :  30  p.  m.  I  again  went 
out  of  the  fort  with  my  assistant  adjutant-general.  Captain  Young,  for 
the  purpose  of  mustering  together  the  infantry  and  reserves,  and  liave 
them  in  readiness  for  any  eventuality.  Before  leaving,  however  I 
turned  over  the  command  to  Colonel  Heyward,  with  directions  to  hold 
out  as  long  as  any  effective  fire  could  be  returned. 

Having  mounted  our  horses  we  rejoined  the  troops  near  Hospital  No. 
2.  I  received  information  through  one  of  the  vedettes  that  a  steamer 
and  small  boats  were  sounding  close  to  the  beach.  I  detached  Captain 
Berry  with  three  companies  of  his  battalion  under  the  guidance  of 
Captain  Ephraiui  Barnard,  volunteer  aid,  by  a  road  marked  "K,"  to 
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watch  the  enemy,  beat  them  back  if  they  attempted  to  land,  and  give 
notice  if  he  wanted  support.  I  then,  with  some  of  my  staff,  rode  to 
collect  together  the  other  troops,  who,  through  ignorance  of  our  island 
roads,  had  lost  their  way  and  had  not  yet  come  up. 

On  the  road  leading  to  wharf  on  Skull  Creek,  about  1^  miles  from 
Fort  Walker,  1  unexpectedly  met  General  Eipley  and  staff.  Saluting 
him,  I  enquired  if  he  visited  the  island  to  assume  command,  and  whether 
he  wished  to  go  back  with  me  into  the  fort.  He  said  no;  but  that  he 
would  return  to  Coosawhatchie  to  collect  and  bring  back  two  or  three 
regiments  to  my  support.  We  then  moved  from  uuder  the  fire  of  the 
ships  to  the  shelter  of  some  myrtles,  where  we  could  not  be  seen.  I  then 
stated  to  him  the  incidents  of  the  morning,  how  the  men  had  fought, 
that  the  day  was  going  against  us,  and  I  was  then  collecting  my  forces 
for  any  emergency  that  might  arise,  and  if  compelled  to  defend  the  island 
it  should  be  retained  to  the  last  extremity.  We  then  parted,  he  taking 
the  road  toward  the  ferry  and  I  in  pursuit  of  the  purposes  which  brought 
me  out  of  the  fort. 

On  reaching  my  reserves  at  Hospital  No.  2, 1  learned  that  the  enemy 
had  ceased  taking  soundings  and  had  gone  back  to  sea,  whereupon  I 
dispatched  Captain  Read  to  order  Captain  Berry  to  return  from  the 
beach. 

2  o'clock  had  now  arrived,  when  I  noticed  our  men  coming  out  of  the 
fort,  which  they  had  bravely  defended  for  four  and  a  half  hours  against 
fearful  odds,  and  then  only  retiring  when  all  but  three  of  the  guns  on 
the  water  front  had  been  disabled,  and  only  500  pounds  of  powder  in 
the  magazine,  commencing  the  action  with  220  men  inside  the  fort, 
afterward  increased  to  255  by  the  accession  from  Read's  battery.  These 
heroic  men  retired  slowly  and  sadly  from  their  well-fought  guns,  which 
to  have  defended  longer  would  have  exhibited  the  energy  of  despair 
rather  than  the  manly  pluck  of  a  true  soldier. 

The  defense  of  this  post  involved  a  twofold  preparation — first,  to  repel 
the  attack  from  the  fleet,  and,  secondly,  an  assault  by  the  beach  from 
the  troojis  upon  the  transports.  By  the  beach  we  bad  to  provide  against 
an  attack  from  the  north  under  cover  of  the  bluft' south  of  Pishhall  Creek, 
and  from  the  south  by  the  beach  under  cover  of  the  woods,  between 
where  a  picket  of  25  men  were  posted  uuder  Captain  Paul  H.  Seabrook, 
and  lastly  by  the  road  leading  from  the  beach  to  the  second  hospital. 
To  guard  against  surprise  either  by  Fishhall  Creek  or  by  the  beach, 
when  I  was  returning  to  the  fort  with  a  portion  of  Captain  Read's  com- 
pany I  at  the  same  time  led  up  Colonel  De  Saussure's  regiment  to  the 
hollow  west  of  the  road  and  directed  them  to  lie  down.  They  were 
perfectly  masked  from  the  fire  of  the  fort,  but  not  from  that  of  the  fleet, 
for  the  watchmen  at  the  mastheads  gave  notice  of  their  position,  com- 
pelling Colonel  De  Saussure  after  a  short  time  to  fall  back  under  a  heavy 
fire  to  a  less  dangerous  locality. 

Had  the  intrenched  camp,  with  storehouses  and  magazines,  been  made 
in  time,  several  lives  and  large  quantities  of  public  property  might  have 
been  saved;  but  it  was  impossible  to  have  made  this  within  the  short 
time  and  with  the  diminutive  force  at  my  disposal,  for  on  my  arrival  at 
headquarters  in  Beaufort  on  the  night  of  the  17th  October  the  number 
of  troops  at  Camp  Walker  was  but  362,  afterwards  increased  on  the 
24th  to  622  by  the  accession  of  four  companies  under  Major  Jones,  of 
Twelfth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers.  To  this  may  be  added 
the  engineer  force  of  some  60  men,  who,  with  the  soldiers,  worked  inces- 
santly day  and  night.  As  for  evidence  of  what  they  accomplished: 
The  Vlll-inch  columbiad  on  the  water  front  was  only  mounted  on  the 
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1st  November;  one  Vlllincli  howitzer  in  the  salient  of  the  south 
bastion,  mounted  on  the  4th;  one  32  pounder  on  the  right  flank  of 
bastion,  mounted  on  the  5th;  one  Vlll-inch  howitzer  mounted  on  a  ship 
carriage ;  embrasure  cut  through  parapet  of  demilune  on  the  night  of 
the  5th ;  covered  way  and  hot-shot  furnace  for  42-pounders,  constructed 
of  earth  and  dry  masonry,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  together  with  wads 
of  moss  and  hay  for  same,  splinter  proof,  occupying  only  one-half  terre- 
pletn  behind  the  principal  traverse,  was  finished  on  the  morning  of  the 
engagement  (7th  instant),  the'material  not  having  arrived  before  the  41h 
instant. 

The  retreat  was  commenced  abont  3  p.  m.  toward  Ferry  Point,  about 
6  mOes  off.  Colonel  De  Sanssnre's  regiment  and  Captain  J.  Eead's  com- 
pany of  artillery  bringing  up  the  rear.  At  1 :  30  a.  m.,  by  the  aid  of 
Conmiodore  Tattnall's  fleet,  the  steamers  St.  Johns  and  Edisto  and  three 
large  flats,  capable  of  holding  150  men  each,  the  troops  were  all  safely 
embarked  without  provisions,  no  ammunition  but  what  was  contained 
in  the  cartridge  boxes  (the  100,000  cartridges  I  had  made  requisition 
for,  and  been  anxiously  expecting,  not  having  reached  us  until  after 
the  battle),  and  fearing  that  our  retreat  would  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy's 
gunboats  at  Skull  Creek,  no  other  alternative  was  left  but  to  leave  the 
island  and  concentrate  upon  the  mainland,  where  we  would  be  enabled 
to  fight  the  enemy  on  more  equal  terms,  should  he  venture  beyond  the 
protection  of  his  fleet  and  attack  us  there. 

The  muskets  captured  by  the  enemy,  with  the  exception  of  some  ten 
or  fifteen,  were  those  left  in  the  fort,  shattered  by  shot  and  shell ; 
others  left  in  camp  belonging  to  men  on  sick  leave,  or  to  those  engaged 
in  heating  hot-shot  furnaces  two  days  before  the  fight,  and  some  boxes 
of  arms  which  ha<l  been  left  on  the  wharf  the  night  before  the  battle, 
belonging  to  the  sick  men  of  Colonel  De  Saussure's  regiment,  who  had 
been  left  behind  at  Lightwood  Knot,  and  which  could  have  been  saved, 
with  a  box  of  swords,  if  the  captains  of  the  steamers  Edisto  and 
St.  Johtis  had  not  refused  to  take  them  on  board  when  directed  to  do  so. 

To  Captain  Tattnall,  flag  ofiBcer  Confederate  States  Navy,  and  the 
otticers  and  men  of  his  little  fleet,  I  can  not  too  highly  express  my 
admiration  of  their  intrepidity  and  hardihood  in  attacking  the  enemy's 
gunboats  on  the  4th  and  5th  instant.  These  encounters,  by  interrupt- 
ing their  soundings  and  the  location  of  their  buoys,  no  doubt  prevented 
our  being  attacked  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant,  before  our  reinforce- 
ments reached  us.  I  must  also  acknowledge  the  assistance  extended 
to  us  by  the  gallant  commodore,  with  his  boats,  on  the  night  of  our 
retreat  from  the  island. 

Fort  Beauref/ard.— The  attack  upon  the  fort,  though  not  so  concen- 
trated and  heavy  as  that  upon  Walker,  was  nevertheless  very  severe. 
Its  armament  was  nineteen  guns,  of  which  the  following,  viz:  One 
Vlll-inch  Rodman,  bored  to  24-pounder  and  rifle<l;  two  42- pounders- 
one  Xinch  columbiad;  two  42-pouuders,  reamed  to  8  inches;  and  one 
32-pounder,  in  hot-shot  battery,  were  the  only  guns  capable  of  beine 
used  as'ainst  the  fleet. 

The  force  on  Bay  Point  was  640  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  E.  G  M- 
Dunovant,  Twelfth  Ifegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers  Of  the 
above,  149  garrisoned  Fort  Beauregard,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Captain  Stephen  Elliott,  jr.,  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery  Com- 
pany A,  Xmth  Hegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers.  The  in'fantrv 
force  of  Colonel  Dunovant's  regiment  was  intrusted  with  the  protection 
of  the  eastern  part  of  the  island,  and  of  the  defense  of  the  bastion  line 
at  the  Island  Narrows,  where  an  attack  was  expected  from  the  enemy 
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Knowing  Low  small  a  force  Captain  Elliott  bad  to  command  liis 
batteries,  I  ordered,  as  soon  as  1  reacbed  Hilton  Head  on  tbe  5tb 
instant,  (Japtain  Stuart's  company  (Hamilton  Guar<js),  Ninth  Regiment 
South  Carolina  Volunteers,  to  march  upon  Fort  Walker  from  Braddock 
Point,  and  take  thence  the  steamer  Udith  for  Bay  Point,  but  the  fail- 
ure of  Captain  Sapard,  of  tbe  Edith,  to  fulfill  his  appointment  at  the 
hour  designated  prevented  me  from  supportinji-  Captain  Elliott  as  1 
desired.  But  on  Tliursday  morning,  7th  instant,  having  obtained  the 
steamer  Emnui,  I  dispatched  Captain  Stuart's  company  in  lier  to  Fort 
Beauregard.  Tlie  rapid  advance  of  tbe  enemy's  fleet,  however,  to  tbe 
attack  on  the  battei  ie.s  cut  oft  and  compelled  her,  at  the  risk  of  being 
intercepted,  to  turn  back  and  seek  shelter  in  Skull  Creek,  on  the  shores 
of  which  Captain  Stuart's  company  safely  disembarked  and  joined  me 
in  the  afternoon;  and  here,  again,  was  exhibited  another  act  of  heroism 
on  the  i)art  of  our  veteran  commodore,  who,  to  save  tbe  Emma,  inter- 
posed his  own  frail  flag  steamer  between  her  and  tbe  advancing  flag- 
ship of  Commodore  Du  Pont,  drawing  upon  himself  her  entire  broad- 
side, and  thus  diverting  this.buge  leviatbau  temporarily  from  her 
course,  secured  the  safety  of  tbe  Emma  at  the  peril  of  his  own  vessel. 

The  nonarrival  of  any  reinforcements  at  Camp  Walker  until  tbe  night 
of  the  6tb  instant  also  prevented  me  Irom  sending  tbe  four  companies 
of  tbe  Twelftlv  Kegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  under  Major 
•Tones,  to  the  support  of  the  other  six  companies  of  the  regiment  at 
Bay  Point. 

For  tbe  details  of  tbe  engagement  at  this  post,  the  notable  examples 
of  bravery,  tbe  general  good  conduct,  their  well-timed  retreat  in  the 
ilircction  indicated  by  the  dotted  red  lines  on  tbe  map  appended,  I  beg 
have  to  refer  you  to  tbe  oflicial  reports  of  Colonel  Dunovant  and  Cap- 
tain Elliott.  But  among  tbe  many  officers  and  men  honorably  noticed 
on  this  occasion  in  the  official  report  of  Colonel  Uunovant,  none  of 
them  are  so  justly  entitled  to  well-merited  encomium  as  Captain  Stephen 
Elliott,  the  commander  of  tbe  fort.  Others  may  have  exhibited  an 
equal  amount  of  cool  bravery  in  front  of  the  foe,  but  his  opportunities 
enabled  him  to  surpass  all  his  brother  officers  in  the  skillful  arrange- 
ment of  bis  defenses,  superb  condition  of  his  batteries,  and  in  tbe  high 
disciidine  which  he  had  imparted  to  his  model  company,  the  creature 
of  his  own  indefatigable  exertions. 

Tbe  delays  and  dangers  incident  to  the-manuer  in  which  troops  and 
supplies  of  all  kinds  are  landed  at  the  forts  of  Port  Royal,  and  tbe 
absence  of  all  means  of  retreat  in  case  of  disaster,  bad  attracted  my 
most  serious  attention  immediately  after  I  had  assumed  command  at 
Beaufort,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  *[7th|  instant.  I  immediately 
took  steps  for  remedying  tlie  first  and  providing  for  the  last. 

With  the  double  object  of  landing  supplies  in  all  weather  at  Bay 
Point,  and  at  the  same  time  of  furnishing  tbe  means  of  retreat  beyond 
tbe  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  I  directed  one  of  my  volunteer  aids, 
Cai>tain  T.  R.  S.  Elliott,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  adjacent  creeks 
t(t  the  north  of  the  fort.  He  repoited  that  about  .'5  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  Moss  Creek  [Horse  Island  Creek]  tliere  was  a  depth  of  water 
sufficient  for  steamers  drawing  7  feet  at  low  water,  and  that  from 
thence  a  causeway  of  300  yards  over  the  mar.sh  might  easily  be  made, 
and  furnish  a  sure  means  of  transportation,  and  thus  avoid  tbe  losses 
and  delays  which  had  ])reviously  occurred  in  binding  from  the  steamers 
into  flats  upon  the  beach. 

"A.  W.  R.,vol.6,p.  11. 
N   W   R — vol.    12 20 
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rrom  the  point  above  indicated  in  Moss  Creek,  flats  were  to  have 
been  provided  and  stationed  to  convey  the  soldiers  in  case  of  emergency 
across  the  creek,  thence  by  land  to  Station  Oeek,  where  other  flats  were 
to  be  placed  for  the  same  object  as  at  Moss  Creek.  Landing  at  St. 
Helena  the  transit  to  White  Hall  Ferry  opposite  Beaufort  was  com- 
paratively safe. 

On  Hilton  Head  I  also  commenced  repairing  tlie  wharf  at  Seabrook's 
Landing,  on  Skull  Creek,  with  a  view  of  transporting  stores  to  Fort 
Walker  when  the  weather  was  too  boisterous  to  land  tliem  in  the  surf. 
The  completion  of  the  wharf  was  prevented,  however,  by  the  unex- 
pected attack  of  the  enemy,  though  in  its  incomplete  state  it  had 
already  been  put  to  successful  use. 

I  succeeded,  however,  in  obtaining  from  Charleston  two  flats  and  two 
troop  boats,  and  from  Savannah  three  large  fliits,  capable  of  containiiig 
150  men  each,  which  reached  Jenkins'  Island  Ferry  in  time  to  assist  in 
embarking  our  troops  on  the  night  of  the  retreat.  Three  other  smaller 
ones  were  sent  at  the  same  time  to  White  Hall  Ferry,  which  assisted  in 
performing  the  same  good  ofiices  for  Colonel  Dunovant's  command. 
The  rest  of  the  sdieme,  for  want  of  time  and  flats,  could  not  be  carried 
out  in  the  manne'r  I  intended. 

For  the  purpose  of  sending  messages  between  Forts  Walker  and 
Beauregard,  and  tlience  to  my  headquarters  at  Beaufort,  I  had  pre- 
pared, by  the  assistance  of  Captain  Lynah,  another  of  my  aids,  a 
number  of  signal  flags,  the  designs  of  which  had  already  been  prepared 
and  painted,  and  only  needed  a  few  more  days  to  have  been  put  into 
operation. 

In  alluding  as  I  have  to  these  matters,  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon 
any  person,  or  to  say  these  pressing  wants  could  have  been  supplied 
anterior  to  tiie  period  when  I  entered  upon  my  duties.  My  design  has 
been  to  exhibit  the  condition  in  which  I  found  my  command,  and  to 
show  that  I  have  left  no  effort  untried  to  improve  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  prompt  measures  adopted  by  Colonel  Dunovant 
to  efl'ect  his  retreat  in  the  direction  of  the  Narrows,  it  is  surprising  that, 
with  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  enemy  (through  Mr.  Boutelle  and 
otliers  connected  with  the  Coast  Survey),  his  retreat  had  not  been 
intercepted  by  gunboats  passing  up  toward  Beaufort,  and  mine  by  other 
steamers  taking  the  passage  through  Skull  Creek  toward  the  ferry 
landing.  Why  they  did  not  adopt  this  course  must  be  left  to  time  to 
explain. 

Casualties. — The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  killed,  wounded,  miss- 
ing, and  taken  prisoners:  Killed  in  Fort  Walker,  10;  wounded  in  Fort 
Walker,  20;  killed  in  Colonel  De  Saussure's  Fifteenth  Eej>iment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  1;  wounded  severely,  l.j;  wounded  in  Fort  Beau- 
regard, 1.3.  Total  killed  and  wounded  59.  Missing,  4 ;  taken  prisoners, 
sick  in  hospital,  3.  Total  number  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and  taken 
prisoners,  (W. 

Tlie  heads  of  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary's  departments. 
Major  E.  Willis  and  Captain  C.  D.  Owens,  have  discharged  their  several 
duties  with  economy  and  fidelity.  The  reports  hereunto  appended  of 
these  officers  and  of  their  assistants  show  how  unwearied  and  earnest 
were  their  eflbrts  to  save  the  public  property  left  at  tlie  headquarters 
in  Beaufort.  I  must  likewise  make  honorable  mention  of  Colonel  W,  C. 
Heyward,  Ninth  Regiment  Soutli  Carolina  Volunteers,  who  commanded 
in  Fort  Walker  and  its  vicinity,  and  who  during  the  battle  made  the 
best  use  of  the  means  at  his  disi)osal.  Colonel  .lohn  A.  Wagener,  First 
Keginient  Artillery  S<mth  Carolina  Militia,  supported  by  Major  Arthur 
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M.  Huger,  of  the  same  regiment,  was  placed  in  immediate  command  of  all 
the  batteries,  nine  of  which,  upon  the  water  front,  were  manned  by  the 
Geiman  Artillery,  Companies  A  and  B,  Captains  Hj^rms  and  AVerner, 
First  Kegiment  Artillery  South  Carolina  Militia,  all  of  whom  fought 
under  the  flag  of  their  adopted  country  with  an  enthusiasm  which  could 
not  have  been  surpassed  had  they  been  fighting  in  defense  of  their  own 
fatherland. 

The  remaining  four  batteries  on  the  left  flank  of  the  water  front  were 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Josiah  Bedon,  Ninth  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers.  The  flanking  and  rear  guns  of  the  fort  were 
manned  by  detachments  from  Cai)taiu  Bedon's,  Oanaday's,  and  White's 
companies.  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers.  Major  F.  D. 
Lee,  South  Carolina  Engineers,  and  constructing  engineer  of  Fort 
Walker,  not  only  fought  gallantly  at  the  batteries,  but  afforded  valuable 
assistance  at  other  points  in  the  work  during  the  contest. 

Captain  Joseph  A.  Yates,  Battalion  South  Carolina  Artillery,  and 
acting  ordnance  officer,  was  zealous  in  the  execution  of  all  the  duties 
assigned  to  him.  Toward  the  closeof  the  fight  he  was  severely  wounded, 
but  has  since  recovered,  and  is  again  ready  in  another  field  to  resist  all 
marauders  that  may  approach  our  shores.  Doctor  Ogier  and  his  able 
assistants,  Doctors  W.  C.  Ravenel  and  William  Elliott,  a  volunteer  from 
Savannah,  Ga.,  were  present  and  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  hos- 
pitals. I  can  not  but  regret  the  painful  wound  which  has  been  the 
cause  of  the  resignation  of  Doctor  Ogier  as  medical  director  in  my  nnli- 
tary  district. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  not  but  exi)ress  my  high  appreciation  of  the  gal- 
lant behavior' of  my  aids,  Captain  Henry  E.  Young  and  Lieutenant 
J.  E.  Drayton;  as  also  that  of  the  gentlemeYi  comi)rising  my  volunteer 
staff,  Captains  L.  Cheves,  11.  Rose,  E.  Lynah,  J.  B.  Eddings,  J.  T.  Mid- 
dleton,  jr..  and  Joseph  A.  Huger.  The  names  of  the  officers  and  men 
not  mentioned  in  my  report  will  be  found  deservedly  mentioned  in  the 
official  reports  of  the  colonels  of  regiments,  commandants  of  batteries, 
and  chiefs  of  the  general  statt'. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

Thos.  F.  Deayton, 
Brigadier-  General,  Comr.ianding. 

Captain  L.  1).  Walker, 

Axsistnnt  Adjutant- General,  Charleston,  S.  G. 

[Endorsement.] 

Headqttarteks  Provisional  Forces, 

Dept.  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  Novemher  10,  J8U1. 

It  might  be  proper  to  remark  upon  the  within  report  and  some  prob- 
ably inadvertent  inaccuracies,  or  to  give  a  report  of  movements  and 
orders  from  these  headquarters,  and  instructions  given  after  news  was 
received  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  intended  for  Port  Royal,  and  how 
they  were  carried  out  and  followed.  I  deem,  however,  that  no  good 
would  result  to  the  service  from  a  discussion  of  these  points  at  this 
time;  and  requesting  that  should  it  be  thought  proper  to  publish  this 
report  it  should  be  published  with  this  endorsement, 
It  is  respectfully  forwarded. 

R.  S.  RipleV, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Eepoit  of  Colonel  Wagoner,  First  Regiment  Artillery,  South  Carolina  Militia,  of  the  bombard- 

ment  of  Fort  Walker. 

CHARLiflSTON,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  consequenceof  our  fatiguing  retreat  from  the  island  of  Hilton 
Head,  I  am  only  now  able  to  render  you  my  official  report  of  that  dis- 
astrous day,  together  with  the  returns,  in  part  only,  as  I  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  the  reports  of  Captains  Bedon,  (Janaday,  and  White,  of 
Colonel  Hey  ward's  regiment,  which  I  would  beg  you  to  receive  through 
Colonel  Heyward. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  7th  instant,  the  fleet  which  had  been  watch- 
ing us  for  days  began  to  move  in  such  a  manner  that  I  had  the  long 
roll  beat  immediately,  and  in  one  and  a  half  minutes  every  cannoneer 
was  at  his  post.  The  armament  of  the  fort  was  divided  into  batteries, 
and  served  as  follows,  viz: 

liight-channel  battery. — Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  German  Artillery,  Com- 
pany B,  Captain  H.  Harms. 

Center-channel  battery. — Nos.  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  German  Artillery,  Company 
A,  Captain  Werner. 

Left-channel  battery. — Nos.  10, 11, 12,  and  13,  Comi)any  C,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Captain  Josiah  Bedon. 

These  were  the  front  batteries,  all  under  command  of  Major  A.  M. 
Huger,  First  Artillery,  South  Carolina  Militia. 

The  flanking  and  rear  guns  were  manned  by  detachments  from  Cap- 
tains Bedon's,Canaday's,  and  White's  companies,  Ninth  Kegiment,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Canaday.  The  reserve  was  under  charge  of 
Captain  White.  The  first  gun  (32-poauder  rifle),  which  was  loaded 
witli  a  percussion  shell,  I  directed  myself,  but  unfortunately  the  shell 
exploded  directly  in  front  of  the  muzzle. 

The  battle  opened,  I  think,  a  few  minutes  before  9  o'clock  a.  m.  The 
enemy  had  chosen  a  day  which  was  entirely  propitious  to  him.  The 
water  was  as  smooth  as  glass.  The  air  was  just  sutticient  to  blow  the 
smoke  of  his  gnus  into  our  faces,  where  it  would  meet  the  column  of 
our  own  smoke  and  prevent  our  sight  excepting  by  glimpses.  The 
sailing  vessels  of  our  opponents  were  towed  by  his  steamers,  and  thus 
could  maneuver  on  the  broad  expanse  of  Port  JRoyal  with  the  accuracy 
of  well-trained  battalions.  No  sooner  did  we  obtain  his  range  when  it 
would  be  changed,  and  time  after  time  rechauged,  while  the  deep  water 
permitted  him  to  choose  his  own  position  and  fire  shot  after  shot  and 
shell  after  shell  with  the  precision  of  target  practice.  Most  unfortu- 
nate for  us  was  the  mistake  of  the  engineers,  which  1  had  pointed  out 
before  the  battle,  of  having  failed  to  establish  a  battery  on  the  bluff 
which  commanded  our  flank.  The  enemy  having  taken  position  in  the 
mouth  of  tlie  creek,  exposed  us  to  a  raking  fire  which  did  us  the  great- 
est damage,  dismounting  our  guns  and  kiUing  and  wounding  numbers 
of  our  men. 

Major  Huger  reports  to  me  as  follows,  viz: 

Up  to  some  minutes  after  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  firing  Tvas  very  slow,  the  range  being 
too  great.  About  that  time,  however,  the  enemy  reached  a  position  in  front  of  the 
batteries  at  about  li  miles  range,  at  easy  apeeil,  delivering  a  alow  but  well-directed 
fire,  and  evidencing  their  determination  to  pass  beyond,  which  I  endeavored  by  a 
rapid  fire  of  shell  and  hot  shot  to  prevent,  l)ut  the  long  range  and  moving  objects 
did  not  let  me  succeed.  In  a  few  minutes  several  of  the  enemy's  ships  passed  well 
beyond  us.  Three  of  them  took  position  to  cuHladc  our  batteries  from  our  north- 
west fiank,  while  others  which  had  not  yet  got  into  action,  assumed  direction  oppo 
siteour  southeast  front,  and  their  largest  ship,  the  Miiinesola,"  returned  down  our 
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front,  delivering  a  heautifully  accurate  fire  at  short  raujje,  supported  at  rather 
longer  range  by  the  tire  of  two  other  large  ships  of  war.  So  soon  as  these  positions 
had  become  established,  the  fort  was  fougbt  simply  as  a  poitit  of  honor,  for,  from 
that  moment,  wo  were  defeated,  excepting  perliaps  by  providential  interference. 

Our  gnus  were  fought,  nevertheless,  with  determination  and  skill, 
and  did  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  enemy.  About  11  o'clock  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  Bay  Point  batteries  had  been  silenced,  where- 
upon we  determined  that  we  would  have  to  fight  so  much  harder,  and 
I  am  proud  to  say  our  men  were  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion. 
Between  12  and  1  o'clock  I  was  knocked  down  by  a  piece  of  shell  and 
a  good  deal  stunned.  I  sent  for  Major  Huger  and  transferred  the  com- 
mand of  the  fort  to  him,  to  enable  me  to  get  a  few  moments  rest.  By  a 
little  after  1  o'clock  Major  Huger  informed  Colonel  Hcyward,  command- 
ing the  island,  that  the  ammunition  was  nearly  gone.  It  was  there- 
upon determined  by  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  to  evacuate 
the  works.  Three  sections  of  the  German  Artillery,  under  Captain 
Harms,.  Lieutenant  Melchers,  and  Orderly  Bischoff,  were  detailed  to 
continue  a  slow  (ire  while  the  wounded  were  removed,  and  the  garri 
son  was  ordered  to  retreat  by  dispersion.  Near  2  o'clock  Major  Huger 
ordered  the  last  detachment  from  their  guns. 

By  this  time  the  field  in  our  rear  was  covered  with  the  shells  of  the 
enemy,  and  it  is  by  the  intervention  of  God's  providence  only  that 
not  more  were  lost.  The  fort  was  gone,  but  our  honor  was  saved.  Of 
the  channel  battery  only  three  guns  were  in  condition  to  have  contin- 
ued the  fight,  which  would  have  been  hopeless  under  any  circumstances. 
A  retreat  was  .consequently  ordered.  On  reaching  Bluffton,  the  gen- 
eral commanding  was  kind  enough  to  order  our  battalion  here  with' 
expressions  of  approval,  for  which  I  respectfully  tender  him  my  thanks. 

1  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a  return  of  our  killed  and  severely 
wounded.  The  slightly  wounded  have  not  been  mentioned,  for  they 
are  very  numerous.  The  general  commanding  will  concur  with  me  that 
this  has  been  one  of  the  hardest  fought  fields  on  record,  and  I  would 
be  very  grateful  to  him  for  the  public  expression  of  his  opinion,  to  set 
the  tongue  of  slander  at  rest  and  encourage  our  citizen  soldiery.  I 
bi'g  leave,  also,  respectfully,  to  bring  to  his  notice  the  names  of  the 
following  officers  and  men  who  have  particularly  distinguished  them- 
selves by  acts  of  heroism,  viz:  Major  Huger,  the  bravest  of  the  brave; 
Lieutenant  [J.  E.]  Heape,  of  Captain  Bedon's  company,  whom  I  saw 
myself  save  a  poor  severely  wounded  soldier  in  the  terrible  shell  fire  of 
the  enemy  while  crossing  the  field  in  retreat;  Mr.  Carlsen,  of  the  Ger- 
man Artillery,  who  replaced  the  Confederate  flag  on  the  rampart  in  a 
storm  of  shot  and  shell;  Private  Julius  Wagener,  a  boy  only  15  years 
of  age,  who  replanted  our  noble  Palmetto  banner  on  the  ramparts, 
whence  it  had  been  shot  down;  I  would  not  have  mentioned  his  name, 
he  being  my  own  son,  but  for  the  opinion  that  he  may  hereafter  become 
very  useful  to  his  country;  Private  Geilfuss,  German  Artillery,  who 
brought  away  the  Palmetto  flag,  and  was  otherwise  heroically  attentive 
to  his  duties. 

I  deem,  besides,  specially  deserving  the  notice  of  the  general  com- 
manding Major  Barnwell  and  Captains  Yates  and  Eead,  of  the  Eegular 
Army;  Major  Lee,  of  the  engineers;  Colonel  Gaston  Allen,  who  kindly 
acted  as  my  special  aid,  and  my  entire  staft',  who  did  their  duty  well. 

I  may  further  mention  as  deserving  of  great  praise  Captain  Bedon 
and  his  officers  and  Captain  Harms  and  his  officers,  Captain  Werner 
and  his  officers,  especially  Lieutenant  Melchers,  who  fired  the  last 
gun.    Private  Heidenreich  and  Corporals  Petersen  and  Stelljes,  of  the 
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German  Artillery,  deserve  to  be  praisefully  mentioned,  likewise  several 
members  of  tbe  Nintli  Itegiment  whose  naqjes  I  have  not  been  able  to 
remember.  Captains  (Janaday  and  White  and  their  officers,  Lieutenant 
Scanlan,  of  the  ordnance,  and  Sergeants  Cameron  and  Bruggermann 
have  also  done  well.  Indeed,  where  all  were  heroes,  with,  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, it  is  the  voice  of  our  country  only  which  is  strong  enough  to 
proclaim  their  "  well  done." 

The  entire  force  in  the  works  consisted  of  220  men,  as  detailed  by  my 
special  alarm  regulations,  and  these  bad  to  resist  an  overpowering  array 
of  seventeen  war  vessels,  with  nearly  400  guns  of  the  best  and  heaviest 
caliber.  All  the  guns,  as  is  usual  in  sand  batteries,  worked  hard,  add- 
ing much  to  the  labor  of  tbe  men,  who  had  already  worked  hard  and 
enjoyed  little  or  no  rest  for  several  days  preceding.  I  had  great  reason 
to  be  grateful  to  Captain  Eead's  regulars  for  their  brave  and  valuable 
aid. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  our  retreat  nothing  whatever  could  be 
saved  by  the  men.  They  had  been  working  at  the  guns  in  most  cases 
in  shirt  sleeves;  tbe  sand  had  covered  their  knapsacks  and  muskets, 
sometimes  2  or  3  feet  deep,  and  very  few  arms  were  therefore  brought 
oft'  and  very  few  knapsacks  and  clothing  saved.  They  are  entirely  des- 
titute and  should  be  cared  for  by  the  State.  The  ofiBcers  have  also  lost 
all,  in  some  cases  even  their  swords.  The  Confederate  flag  was  rent 
into  so  many  shreds  that  no  piece  could  be  found.  The  Palmetto  flag, 
however,  has  been  brought  home  decorated  with  many  a  token  of  the 
enemy's  wrath. 

Tbe  battle  of  Port  Eoyal,  it  is  true,  has  been  lost,  but  the  enemy,  I 
sincerely  believe,  have  paid  very  dear  for  their  success,  and  we  may 
console  ourselves  with  the  conviction  that  we  have  not  only  done  our 
duty  manfully  under  the  most  terrific  circumstances  but  that  we  have 
for  live  hours  defended  a  position  against  the  most  scientific  and  bravest 
seamen  which  one  of  our  best  generals  and  engineers  had  pronunced 
untenable. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  \Vagener, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  South  Carolina  Militia, 

Late  Commandant  Fort  Wallcer. 

Captain  H.  E.  Young, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Beport  of  Colonel  Heyward,  Ninth  Eegimeut  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  of  the  bombardment  of 

Fort  Walker. 

Hdqrs.  Oth  liEGT.  South  Carolina  Vols., 

3d  Militaey  District,  Dept.  South  Carolina, 

Cam})  Lee,  November  10, 18(11. 
Sir:  On  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  7tb  November,  I  was  placed 
in  command  of  Fort  Walker,  Colonel  J.  A.  Wagener  and  Major  A.  M. 
Huger  having  the  immediate  command  of  tbe  batteries,  assisted  by 
Captain  Yates  and  Major  John  Barnwell.  The  enemy  oi)ened  fire  upon 
us  about  9  a.  m.,  which  was  briskly  returned  by  us  until  many  of  our 
guns  were  either  disabled  by  them  or  rendered  useless  by  various  acci- 
dents. The  two  rifled  guns  failed,  in  consequence  of  it  being  found 
impossible  to  force  down  the  shells  after  two  or  three  discharges.  Tbe 
X-inch  gun  at  the  fourth  or  fifth  discbarge  was  rendered  useless.  Two 
of  the  42-pounders  were  also  rendered  useless. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        311 

About  2  p.  m.,  finding  the  fire  of  our  batteries  Lad  nearly  ceased,  I 
enquired  of  Major  Huger  where  Colonel  Wagener  was.  He  informed  me 
that  the  colonel  had  been  stunned  by  the  bursting^of  a  shell,  and  that 
he  (Major  Huger)  was  then  in  command  of  the  battery.  On  consulting 
with  him  it  was  determined  that  Mr.  L.  Oheves  and  myself  (Mr.  Cheves 
acting  as  aid  to  General  Draytou)  should  proceed  to  the  magazine  and 
enquire  into  the  state  of  the  ammunition.  On  reaching  the  door  we 
were  met  by  Lieutenant  Scanlaii,  who  reported  that  there  were  about 
ten  or  eleven  rounds  for  3li-pounders  left.  On  returning  and  reporting 
this  to  Major  Huger  it  was  decided  that,  as  we  could  fight  no  longer 
with  any  hope  of  success,  one  or  two  guns  should  still  be  served  slowly 
until  all  the  wounded  could  be  removed,  and  tlien  to  evacuate  the  fort. 
This  was  fortunately  accomplished  with  but  little  additional  loss,  and 
the  retreat  to  Buckingham  Ferry  commenced. 

For  particulars  respecting  the  officers  and  men  of  my  own  regiment 
on  duty  in  the  fort,  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Captain  Josiah  Bedon 
and  Captain  Canaday.  The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  has  already 
been  sent  in  by  my  adjutaiit.  Colonel  Wagener's  report,  I  presume, 
will  furnish  all  the  necessary  information  respecting  his  regiment.  I 
regret  that  my  report  should  bo  so  short,  but  without  a  room  for  myself, 
with  very  little  convenience  for  writing,  constant  application  for  leave 
of  absence,  noise  and  confusion  about  me,  I  find  it  impossible  to  write 
more. 

Yours,  res])ectfully, 

Wm.  C.  Heyward, 
Colonel  Ninth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Captain  H.  E.  Young, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 

Captain  Bedon  and  Lieutenants  Heape,  Guerard,  and  Boyle  behaved 
with  distinguished  bravery  during  the  whole  action.  Mr.  Joseph  A. 
Huger  and  Mr.  Hugh  Rose,  aids  to  General  Drayton,  rendered  great 
assistance  and  displayed  great  coolness. 


SepoTt  of  Colonel  W.  D.  De  Saussure,  Fifteenth  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  of  the  bombardment 

of  Fort  Walker. 

Camp  Lee,  November  17, 1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  general  commanding, 
I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  casualties  in  the  Fifteenth 
Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Walker,  On 
Hilton  Head  Island,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1861: 

Kilted,  Lieutenant  E.Z.  Swygart,  Company  C,  and  Lieutenant  James 
Norris,  Company  F;  wounded,  14. 

As  the  command  was  all  day  under  the  eye  of  the  general,  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  report  its  operations  during  the  engagement,  but  can- 
not close  without  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  general  commanding  that 
Colonel  Eandolph  Spaulding,  of  Georgia,  attached  himself  to  Company 
B,  of  this  regiment,  and  fought  throughout  the  day  as  a  private  in  the 
ranks. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

W.  D.  De  Saussure, 
Colonel  Fifteenth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Captain  11.  I<].  YoUNG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Eeport  of  Major  Lee,  South  Carolina  Engineers,  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Walker. 

New  Eiveb  Bkidge,  December  4,  1801. 

Sir:  III  obedience  to  iiistructious,  1  Lave  tUe  honor  of  submitting 
the  following  report  of  the  defenses  of  Hilton  Head  up  to  the  time  of 
the  bombardment  of  Fort  Walker,  Novi-mber  7,  ISGl: 

As  Chief  of  Engineers,  S.  C.  Army,  I  received  instructions  during  the 
month  of  May,  1861,  fr,)m  General  Beauregard,  then  commanding  pro- 
visional forces  in  South  (Jarolina,  to  carry  into  execution  the  defensive 
works  on  this  coast.  The  general  location  of  tiiese  defenses,  together 
with  the  number  and  character  of  guns  to  be  emi)loyed,  w"iis  designated 
by  General  Beauicgard,  and  the  immediate  necessity  of  the  early  com- 
pletion of  the  proposed  works  was  urged  upon  those  in  authority. 

In  the  month  of  June  1  received  an  api)iopriation  of  $15,000,  and 
with  this  limited  means  at  my  disjiosal  commenced  the  works  at  Port 
lioyal,  Captain  Gregorie,  S.  C.  Army,  being  charged  with  the  construc- 
tion of  Fort  Beauregard  at  Bay  Point.  Shortly  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  work  Major  J.  H.  Trapier,  C.  S.  Engineers,  having  been 
charged  with  the  engineering  work  in  this  State,  and,  by  order  of  the 
governor,  having  transferred  to  Major  Trapier  the  cor])s  then  under  my 
command,  I  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  Hilton  Head  and  carry  into 
execution  the  defensive  work  at  that  point. 

I  immediately,  on  receipt  of  this  order,  organized  a  party  of  artisans, 
and,  leaving  Charleston  July  1, 1861,  reached  Hilton  Head  on  the  3d  of 
the  same  month.  The  labor  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the  work 
was  to  be  immedintely  furnished  by  the  planters  of  the  vicinity,  but 
owing  to  some  delays  in  the  issuing  of  the  order  no  laboring  force  was 
put  at  my  disposal  for  three  weeks  after  my  arrival  at  Hilton  Head. 

In  the  meantime  I  designed  and  laid  out  the  proposed  work,  a  sketch 
of  which  accompanies  this  report.  The  armament  of  the  water  front, 
as  ordered  by  General  Beauregard,  consisted  of  seven  X-iuch  coluni- 
biads,  and  my  plans  were  arranged  for  such  a  battery.  The  interior 
slopes  of  the  water  battery  were  consequently  intended  for  seven  cir- 
cular traverses  against  enfilading  fire.  The  labor  having  arrived,  the 
work  was  rapidly  pressed  forward,  and  by  September  1,  1861,  was 
ready  to  receive  its  armament.  In  place  of  receiving  seven  X-inch  guns 
but  one  could  be  procured,  together  with  one  X-iuch  coiumbiad,  model 
bored  to  a  32-pounder  and  litled ;  one  Vlllinch  coiumbiad,  model  bored 
to  a  24  pounder  and  rifled;  one  Vlll-inch  coiumbiad;  nine  navy  32- 
pouudeis;  three  navy  42-pounders;  three  navy  Vlll-inch  howitzers;  two 
24-pounders;  two  42-pounder  carronnades,  and  two  long  English  12- 
pounders.  Thirteen  of  these,  viz,  one  Xinch  coiumbiad;  one  X-inch 
coiumbiad,  pattern  bored  to  a  32pouuder  and  rifled;  one  Vlll-inch 
coiumbiad,  pattern  bored  to  a  24-pounder  and  rifled;  one  Vlll-inch 
coiumbiad;  six  navy  32pounders,  and  three  navy  42-pounders,  being  in 
all  thirteen  guns,  were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  water  front. 

This  involved  the  necessity  of  subdividing  the  spaces  allotted  to  the 
guns  in  this  battery,  and  consequently  placing  them  in  such  near 
proximity  as  ettectually  to  prevent  the  construction  of  traverses 
against  entilading  fire.  The  salient  of  the  bastions  of  the  fort  on  the 
land  side,  and  also  of  the  demilune,  were  arranged  for  circular  trav- 
eises,  some  of  which  were  sent  me;  but  the  necessary  chassis  and 
carriages  never  having  arrived,  I  was  forced  to  make  use  of  two  spare 
carriages,  viz,  one  low  navy  carriage,  to  suit  which  an  embrasure  had 
to  be  cut  through  the  salient  of  the  demilune  on  the  eve  of  the  engage- 
ment, and  one  barbette  carriage,  tiie  latter  of  which  was  placed  in  the 
salient  of  the  south  bastion,  but  with  a  limited  traverse  segment. 
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Two  YIII  inch  navy  howitzers  were  mounted  on  these  carriages.  The 
third  VIII  inch  howitzer,  intended  for  tiie  salient  of  the  north  bastion, 
was  never  mounted,  no  carriage  having  arrived  fOr  it.  Besides  these, 
one  navy  32  pounder  was  mounted  on  the  exterior  angle  of  each  bastion, 
and  one  long  English  12  pouuder,  en  embrasure,  was  placed  in  the 
shoulders,  to  enfilade  the  curtain  face  of  the  work.  One  of  these  last 
was  afterwards  removed  for  beach  defense.  Besides  the  Vlll-inch  how- 
itzer, two  24-pouiiders,  en. barbette,  were  mounted  in  the  demilune. 

For  beach  defense  two  heavy  shell  guns  were  designated  to  occupy 
thetwo  exterior  flanking  works,  which  commanded  the  beach  approaches 
on  both  sides,  and  to  give  a  cross  fire  on  tije  front  of  the  glacis,  or 
more  properly  cover- face  to  the  water  front  of  the  works.  In  place  of 
these  two  light  carronades  arrived  a  short  time  before  the  bombard- 
ment, but  without  carriages  or  chassis.  They  were  therefore  simply 
buried  in  the  sand  to  such  de))th,  and  with  such  directions,  as  to  enable 
us  to  have  at  least  one  tire  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  storm  the  work. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  12-pounder  from  the  north  bastion  was  placed 
in  such  position  as  to  sweep  the  beach  by  .the  approach  from  the  south. 
The  ditches  on  the  water  front  not  being  protected  by  bastions,  1 
arranged  capouieres,  constructed  of  palmetto  logs,  pierced  for  two  tiers 
of  musketry,  approached  by  galleries  leading  under  tlie  parapets  from 
the  interior  of  tlie  fort.  These  completed  the  ditch  defenses  and 
enabled  us,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  cross  the  ditch  at 
any  point,  to  pour  in  a  cross  fire  of  canister  and  ball.  As  a  protection 
to  the  land  batteries  of  the  fort  I  constructed  a  heavy  traverse  longi- 
tudinally to  .the  work,  and  to  insure  against  casualties  from  shot  and 
shell  bursting  in  the  parade  I  arranged  small  traverses  in  rear  of  each 
gun  of  the  water  battery,  sufficiently  low,  however,  as  to  offer  no 
obstacle  to  the  passage  of  such  shell  as  might  graze  the  parapet  of  the 
water  front. 

It  was  my  purpose  to  construct  a  splinter  proof  over  the  entire  place 
of  arms,  between  the  principal  traverse  and  the  curtain  of  the  work, 
and  had  ordered  all  the  necessary  material  for  that  purpose.  My  requi- 
sitions for  a  steamer  to  transport  the  same  some  80  miles  were,  how- 
ever, not  complied  with,  and  I  was  enabled  to  cover  in  only  about 
one-third  of  the  proper  space,  and  then  by  bringing  ranging  timber  by 
hand  nearly  2  miles  and  by  working  day  and  night. 

The  magazine  of  the  work  was  large  and  complete,  and  so  protected 
that,  though  an  enormous  amount  of  shot  and  shell  was  fired  against 
it,  it  remained  at  the  close  of  the  action  as  strong  and  secure  as  before 
the  fight.  No  permanent  hotshot  furnace  was  constructed,  but  a  por- 
tion of  the  material  for  one  which  had  been  ordered  arrived  a  few  days 
before  the  action,  and  from  it  a  temporary  one  was  constructed  on 
Tuesday,  November  5.  This  work  was  well  and  rapidly  executed  by 
my  artisans  while  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
call  to  your  attention  the  cool  bravery  of  Mr.  Patterson  and  the  arti- 
sans under  him  in  executing  my  orders  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances. Besides  the  above-mentioned  temi)orary  furnace,  a  portable 
one  had  arrived  some  time  before  the  bombardment,  but  of  exceedingly 
limited  capacity.  In  connection  with  the  fort  it  was  proper  to  con- 
struct a  line  of  infantry  works  about  2  miles  to  the  south,  and  also  a 
battery  at  the  outlet  of  Skull  Creek  into  Broad  iliver,  but  for  i-easons 
over  which  I  had  no  control  these  works  were  never  carried  into 
execution. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  defenses  at  Hilton  Head  on  the  morn- 
ing of  November  7,  1861.    As  an  offensive  work  Fort  Walker  proved 
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itself  unequal  to  the  immense  force  brought  against  it.  As  a  defensive 
work  it  accoraplisbed  its  purpose  by  so  well  protecting  the  lives  of  the 
garrison  that,  after  sustaining  an  incessant  ftre  of  shot  and  shell  for 
nearly  five  hours,  but  ten  of  the  garrison  were  reported  killed.  This 
number  would,  I  believe,  have  been  materially  lessened  had  the  trav- 
erses on  the  water  front  been  practicable. 

At  the  close  of  the  engagement  the  fort  had  received  but  little  dam- 
age, although  hundreds  of  shot  and  shell  were  buried  in  the  parapets 
and  traverses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  D.  Lee, 
Major  Engineers,  S.  (J.  Army. 
Captain  H.  E.  YoUNG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hardeeville. 


Bepoit  of  Colonel  Sunovemt,  Twelfth  Segiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  of  the  bombardment 

of  Fort  Beauregard. 

Hdqbs.  12th  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 

Camp  Lee,  Pocotaligo,  November  16, 1861. 

Sir:  On  the  26tli  of  October  last  I  assumed  command  of  the  forces 
stationed  on  Bay  Point  Island,  consisting  of  three  .companies  of  the 
Ninth  Regiment,  to-wit:  The  Beaufort  Artillery,  Captain  Stephen 
Elliott;  Colleton  Rifles,  Captain  Anderson,  and  Captain  Harrison's 
company  of  infantry.  Six  companies  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers,  to  wit:  Company  A,  Captain  McCorkle;  Com 
liany  C,  Captain  Davis;  Company  D,  Captain  Bookter;  Company  E, 
Captain  Hinson;  Company  F,  Captain  MoMeekin,  and  Company  I, 
Captain  Valaudingliam,  and  a  small  detachment  of  Captain  Screven's 
company  of  Beaufort  Guerrillas,  under  Lieutenant  Youmans.  My  staft" 
consisted  of  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Talley,  adjutant;  Doctor  E.  B.  Turnip- 
seed,  surgeon;  Captain  T.  I.  Bell,  quartermaster;  Captain  E.  A.  Rabb, 
commissary;  Reverend  C.  B.  Betts,  chaplain,  and  Mr..  Robert  Chisolm, 
volunteer  on  staff.  The  entire  force  on  the  island,  inclusive  of  held, 
staff,  and  company  officers,  was  619.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  of 
the  Twelfth  Regiment,  was  placed  in  command  of  the  six  companies 
of  that  regiment  and  Captain  Anderson's  company,  then  at  the  Nar- 
rows. Captain  Elliott  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  work 
known  as  Port  Beauregard  with  his  own  company  and  Captain  Harri- 
son's. The  detachment  of  Captain  Screven's  company  was  ordered  to 
report  directly  to  me. 

Monday,  the  4th  instant,  the  enemy's  fleet  made  its  appearance  early 
in  the  morning,  and  crossing  the  bar  came  to  anchor  to  the  south  of 
and  opposite  the  island,  but  made  no  further  demonstration  of  an 
attack  on  our  position  during  that  day. 

In  the  afternoon  Commodore  Tattnall,  with  three  small  steamers, 
attacked  the  nearest  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  and  after  sustaining  a 
heavy  fire  and  replying  most  gallantly,  retired  slowly  up  the  river. 

Tuesday  morning,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  point  and  mode 
of  attack,  the  following  disposition  was  made  of  the  companies  of  the 
Twelfth  Regiment:  Companies  A  and  D  were  posted  in  rear  of  a  range 
of  sand  hills  distant  about  200  yards  from  Port  Beauregard,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  that  work  in  case  of  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to 
land.    Companies  C  and  E  took  position  near  Captain  Anderson's  com 
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pany  at  the  Narrows,  and  Compauies  F  and  I  were  held  at  the  camp 
of  the  regiment,  being  about  equidistant  betweeu  the  detachments,  so 
as  to  support  either.  *  . 

Between  7  and  8  o'clock  Commodore  Tattnall's  steamers  again 
advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy,  who  met  the  attack  in  such  num- 
bers and  with  such  weight  of  metal  that  the  little  steamers  were  com- 
pelled again  to  retreat  above  the  forts.  The  enemy  followed,  firing 
upon  the  steamers  till  within  range  of  our  guns,  when  Port  Beaure- 
gard joined  in  the  conflict  and  drew  a  heavy  dre  of  shot  and  shell,  prin- 
cipally the  latter,  upon  that  work  and  the  other  portions  of  the  island 
occupied  by  our  trooi)s.  This  engagement  lasted  nearly  two  hours, 
when  the  enemy's  fleet  withdrew  and  assumed  very  nearly  its  former 
position  opposite  our  island,  which  it  retained  for  the  remainder  of 
the  day. 

The  only  casualties  on  our  part  were  those  stated  in  (Jai)taiu  Elliott's 
report,  herewith  transmitted,  as  resulting  from  the  explosion  of  a 
caisson. 

The  unfavorable  state  of  the  weather  prevented  any  further  action 
of  the  enemy  on  Wednesday.  Thursday  morning,  however,  the  wind 
lulled  and  the  water  was  unusually  smooth.  Of  this  the  enemy  availed 
himself,  and  at  8:30  a.  m.  the  fleet  of  war  vessels,  headed  by  what  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  Minnesota,  bore  toward  the  northwest  till 
reaching  the  main  channel  they  moved  directly  toward  our  batteries. 
As  soon  as  they  came  within  range,  Fort  Beauregard  opened  upon  the 
vessel  in  advance,  which  being  seconded  by  Fort  Walker  and  replied  to 
by  the  enemy,  the  action  became  general.  About  the  time  of  the  first 
movement  of  the  fleet,  it  having  been  reported  to  me  that  barges  filled 
with  troops  were  leaving  the  transports,  which  still  occupied  their  posi- 
tion opposite  the  camj),  in  anticipation  of  an  attempt  to  ettiect  a  landing 
in  that  vicinity  I  ordered  Compauies  C  and  E,  which  had  been  with- 
drawn on  Wednesday,  back  to  a  point  near  the  earthwork  at  the  Nar- 
rows, retaining  at  the  camp  the  four  remaining  companies  of  the 
Twelfth  Kegiment.  After,  however,  having  made  a  careful  personal 
observation  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  in  view  of  their  steady 
advance  and  heavy  fire  upon  the  western  end  of  the  island,  I  changed 
the  arrangement  of  the  force,  throwing  the  four  compauies  at  the  camp 
in  the  rear  of  the  sand  hills  before  referred  to,  near  Fort  Beauregard, 
and  withdrew  within  supporting  distance  the  two  companies  of  the 
Twelfth  at  the  Narrows.  Thus  the  troops  remained  for  several  hours 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  during  which  they  exhibited  great 
coolness  and  promptness  in  obedience  to  orders.  Notwithstanding  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  sand  hills  many  shot  and  shell  fell  around 
them  but  fortunately  without  inflicting  injury  of  any  kind.  The  bat- 
teries at  Fort  Beauregard  were  worked  with  great  gallajitry,  skill,  and 
energy,  and  the  highest  praise  is  due  to  Captain  Elliott  and  his  com- 
mand for  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  important  trust. 

About  2  p.  m.,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upon  our  batteries  was  slackened 
and  redoubled  against  Hilton  Head.  A  little  after  3  o'clock  it  was 
reported  to  me  by  Adjutant  Talley  that  a  boat  was  leaving  one  of  the 
fleet  for  the  shore  of  Hilton  Head  amid  loud  cheers  from  the  former,  and 
that  Fort  Walker  was  silent.  1  at  once  proceeded  to  Fort  Beauregard, 
and  after  the  colloquies  accurately  detailed  by  Captain  Elliott  in  his 
report,  ordered  him  to  make  arrangements  for  retreat  from  the  fort 
toward  the  Narrows. 

I  then  returned  and  issued  the  necessary  orders  lor  the  evacuation 
of  the  island,  and  the  force  moved  in  good  order  toward  the  eastern 
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portion  of  the  island.  The  only  line  of  retreat  lay  across  the  strip  of 
land  known  as  the  Narrows,  scarce  50  yard^  wide  and  1,000  long,  to 
the  main  body  of  Eddiugs'  Island,  which  itself  is  but  an  extensive 
swamp,  entirely  impenetrable  save  by  a,  trail  known  to  few,  and  of 
such  extreme  difficulty  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  transporting 
baggage  of  any  kind  beyond  what  could  be  borne  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  men.  Of  the  character  of  the  route  an<l  the  consequent  impracti- 
cability of  transportation  I  had  been  fully  advised,  and  tJjerefore  did 
not  undertake  the  removal  of  camp  equipage,  stores,  or  heavy  bag- 
gage. Nor  did  I  think  it  prudent  to  destroy  such  property  by  fire, 
inasmuch  as  the  retreat  was  at  best  of  doubtful  feasibility  and  the 
nature  of  the  movement  would  have  been  thereby  revealed  to  the 
enemy  and  its  success  still  further  jeoparded,  if  not  entirely  frustrated. 

I  believe  that  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  evacuation 
of  the  island  was  ettected  it  was  unknown  to  the  enemy  until  if  had 
been  fully  accomplished,  and  this  conviction  is  strengthened  by  their 
failure  to  take  advantage  of  the  entire  command  of  Station  Creek  and 
Beaufort  River  to  cut  off  the  retreat  at  Jenkins'  Landing,  and  espe- 
cially at  White  Hall  Ferry.  The  body  of  the  command  reached  the 
landing  at  Station  Creek  and  crossed  to  Dr.  Jenkins'  plantation  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  after  resting  a  short  time  at  the  latter  place  resumed 
the  march  for  Beaufort,  where  it  arrived  early  Friday  morning.  The 
town  was  deserted  by  the  white  population,  and  no  representative  of 
the  Quartermaster's  or  Commissary  Departments,  or  other  person  in 
authority,  could  be  found.  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of 
assuming  the  responsibility  of  taking  for  the  use  of  the  troops  such 
provisions  and  necessaries  as  their  condition  imperatively  demanded, 
and  had  I  known  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  stores,  might  have 
saved  much  public  property,  which  has  probably  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  1  proceeded  with  the  command  to  Port  Eoyal  Ferry, 
and  thence  to  this  i)luce,  regarding  the  latter  as  an  important  point  of 
defense  and  at  the  same  time  one  from  which  I  could  readily  open  com- 
munications to  procure  the  necessary  supplies  for  my  command.  In 
consequence  of  the  intricacy  and  dif&culty  of  the  lino  of  retreat,  some 
officers  and  men  detained  by  their  duties  lost  their  way,  but  all  these 
have  since  rejoined  their  respective  companies.  There  is  but  one  man 
whom  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  reporting  as  missing.  As  to  the 
particulars  of  this  case  1  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
efficient  surgeon  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  herewith  submitted.  Some 
muskets  were  left,  but  oiily  those  which  had  been  drawn  for  enlisted 
men  who  were  at  the  time  ab-*ent  by  reason  of  the  severe  epidemic 
which  had  thinned  our  ranks  during  the  previous  month. 

JNo  sojdier  threw  away  his  arms.  In  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  retreat  was  arranged  and  ettected,  justice  to  myself  and  others 
requires  that  I  should  add  a  word  of  explanation.  Having  received  no 
instructions  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  island  of  Bay  Point  should  be 
defended,  nor  of  the  contingencies  upon  which  it  should  be  abandoned, 
with  no  arrangement  for  receiving  orders,  by  means  of  signals  or  other- 
wise, from  headquarters,  and  totally  without  informr.tiou  of  any  plan 
devised  or  facilities  provided  for  the  retreat  of  my  command  in  case  of 
disaster,  I  felt  that  these  circumstances  imposed  upon  me  the  obliga- 
tion of  endeavoring  to  secure  some  means  of  evacuating  the  island  in 
the  event  such  a  step  should  become  necessary.  Accordingly,  the 
state  of  facts  above  referred  to  continuing,  on  Tuesday  I  went  in  per- 
son to  Captain  Elliott,  who,  perhaps,  was  more  familiar  with  the  locali- 
ties than  any  other  person,  and  after  learning  from  him,  in  answer  to 
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my  enquiries,  that  a  retreat  was  practicable  tlirougli  Eddiiigs'  Island 
if  boats  and  flats  could  be  secured  to  take  the  forces  across  Station 
Creek,  I  instructed  him  to  select  souie  prudeut  <and  trusty  person  to 
superintend  the  collection  of  the  necessary  means  of  transportation  at 
the  landing  on  Eddings'  Island.  The  Reverend  Stephen  Elliott  was 
chosen  to  discharge  this  imjiortant  duty  and  left  on  Thursday  morning 
for  that  purpose.  Fortunately  Captain  Thomas  Hanckel,  Mr.  Henry 
Stuart,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Cuthbert,  of  Beaufort,  had  already  secured  a 
large  number  of  flats  at  Dr.  Jenkins'  Landing  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
them  to  some  point  on  Eddings'  Island  for  our  relief.  Mr.  Elliott 
informed  them  of  the  plan  agreed  upon,  and  thus,  through  the  coopera- 
tion of  these  gentlemen  and  the  valuable  assistance  of  Captain  Fripp 
and  his  command,  the  evacuation  of  the  island  was  effected.  I  com- 
municated the  plan  of  retreat  to  none  save  Captain  Elliott,  the  adjutant, 
and  the  quartermaster. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  commanding  the  greater  portion  of  the 
infantry,  was  prompt  and  energetic  in  executing  the  orders  for  the 
movements  of  his  immediate  command.  From  the  nature  of  the  attack, 
the  forces  at  Fort  Beauregard  were  the  only  active  participants  in  the 
engagement,  and  I  can  not, close. this  report  without  drawing  special 
attention  to  the  high  qualities  of  the  officer  exhibited  by  Captain 
Elliott,  commanding  that  work.  Compelled,  from  the  necessities  of 
our  position,  to  act  the  part  of  engineer,  ordnance  ofiBcer,  and  com- 
mander of  the  fort,  he  exhibited  an  energy  and  intelligence  in  preparing 
the  batteries  for  the  fight  which  were  only  equaled  by  the  gallantry  and 
firmness  of  the  defense. 

All  the  members  of  my  staff'  did  their  duty.  Adjutant  Talley,  Cap- 
tain Bell,  quartermaster,  and  Eeverend  0.  B.  Betts,  the  chaplain, 
frequently  sent  with  orders  to  various  parts  of  the  island  during  the 
bombardment,  executed  their  trust  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory 
to  me. 

Lieutenant  Youmans  and  his  detachment  were  efficient  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  part  assigned  them.  To  Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  the 
Beaufort  Artillery,  the  command  is  under  obligations  for  valuable 
services  rendered  at  the  ferry  across  Station  Creek,  and  to  Captain 
Thomas  R.  Elliott  for  similar  aid  in  passing  White  Hall  Ferry. 

The  reports  of  Captain  Elliott  and  Surgeon  Turnipseed  are  herewith 
respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  G.  M.  DUNOTANT, 

Colonel  Twelfth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Captain  H.  E.  Young, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


BepoTt  of  Captain  Elliott,  commanding  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery,  of  the  bombardment  of 

Fort  Beauregard. 

Headquakters  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery, 

November  13, 1861. 
Sir  :  Having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  Fort  Beauregard  by 
Colonel  Dunovant,  commanding  the  post,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  rai)ort: 

The  garrison  consisted  of  Beaufort  Volunteer  Artillery  (Company  A, 
83  men)  and  Captain  Harrison's  company  (Company  D,  06  men),  both 
of  Colonel  Heyward's  Ninth  Reginient  South  Carolina  Vohuiteers.    To 
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the  former  was  intrusted  the  main  -vrork  (13  guas),  to  the  latter  the 
hot-shot  battery  (3  guns)  and  the  sand  battery  (2  guns). 

On  Monday,  the  4th  instant,  the  enemy  appeared  and  anchored  within 
the  bar,  4  miles  below  the  fort.  On  Tuesday  morning,  at  7 :  30  o'cIocIl, 
five  gunboats  came  within  range  and  opened  upon  us  with  heavy  guns, 
throwing  spherical  and  rifle  shell  with  accuracy.  One  of  these  struck 
the  caisson,  causing  it  to  explode,  and  thereby  injuring  slightly  one  of 
the  gun  detachments.  I  replied,  but  found  the  range  too  great  for 
successful  firing,  and  at  9: 15  o'clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  withdrew,  having 
been  struck  several  times. 

On  Wednesday,  the  weather  being  boisterous,  the  enemy  remained 
quiet. 

On  Thursday,  ])ursuant  to  an  order  previously  received  from  Colonel 
Dunovant,  I  dispatched  the  chaplain  of  the  l^iuth  llegiment  to  St. 
Helena,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  transportation  in  case  it  should 
be  necessary  and  prove  practicable  to  retire.  At  8 :30  a.  m.,  fifteen  of  the 
enemy's  sail  formed  in  line  and  steamed  up  the  harbor,  engaging  us  at 
9:15  o'clock.  These  were  subsequently  joined  by  four  others.  Having 
passed  the  batteries,  they  turned  to  the  left  and  southward  and  repassed 
near  tlie.  Hilton  Head  shore. 

This  circuit  was  performed  three  times,  after  which  they  remained 
out  of  reach  of  any  except  our  heaviest  guns.  The  last  gun  from  my 
battery  was  flted  at  3:35  p.  m.,  being  the  eighth  to  which  the  enemy 
had  not  replied.  A  few  moments  afterwards  Colonel  Dunovant  entered 
the  fort  and  said  to  me,  "Captain  Elliott,  what  is  the  condition  of 
things  over  the  river?"  I  replied,  "Fort  Walker  has  been  silenced, 
sir."  ""By  what  do  you  judge T'  *'r>y  the  facts  that  the  fort  has  been 
subjected  to  a  heavy  enfilade  and  direct  fire,  to  which  it  has  ceased  to 
reply;  that  the  vessels  having  terminated  their  fire,  the  flagship  has 
steamed  up  and  delivered  a  single  shot,  which  was  unanswered,  and 
that  thereupon  cheering  was  heard  from  the  fleet."  "Then,  sir,  it 
having  been  proved  that  these  works  can  not  accomplish  the  end  for 
which  they  were  designed,  that  of  protecting  the  harbor,  you  will  pre- 
pare to  retire  from  a  position  from  which  our  retreat  may  readily  be 
cut  ofl'  and  which  our  small  force  will  not  enable  us  to  hold  against  a 
land  attack."  I  then  jirepared  my' command  for  a  retreat,  destroyed  a 
greater  part  of  the  powder,  spilled  the  jiuns,  and  an  hour  later  took  up 
the  line  of  march  for  Kddings'  Island. 

Our  fire  was  remitted  during  those  intervals  when  passing  down  on 
the  farther  side  of  the  river,  as  the  ships  were  too  distant.  This  cessa- 
tion afforded  a  respite- to  the  cannoneers,  already  fatigued  by  labors 
properly  belonging  to  the  engineer  and  ordnance  departments.  At  all 
other  times  it  was  kept  up  with  shot  and  shell. 

One  of  the  coluinbiads  was  fired  fifty-seven  times,  the  other  not  quite 
so  often.  Tiie  position  of  the  hot-shot  guns  in  the  main  battery  was 
such  that,  when  unmasked,  the  ships  were  too  far  distant  to  be  reached 
by  any  elevation  the  guns  were  susceptible  of.  They  were  therefore 
used  but  sparingly,  but  hot-shot  was  fired  from  two  42-pouuders  on  the 
front  face.    The  flagship  was  supposed  to  be  on  fire  more  than  once. 

Our  fire  was  directed  almost  exclusively  at  the  larger  vessel.  They 
were  seen  to  be  struck  repeatedly,  but  the  great  distance,  never  less 
than  2,500  yards,  prevented  our  ascertaining  the  extent  of  injury.  The 
wooden  fuzes  for  the  Vlll-inch  shell  were  very  defective,  generally 
igniting  the  charge  a  few  seconds  too  soon.  The'paper  fuzes  were  more 
reliable.  It  had  been  found  during  the  engagement  on  Tuesday  that 
the  rifle  shell  could  not,  without  much  difficulty,  be  forced  down  after 
one  or  two  discharges.  They  had,  therefore,  in  the  interim  been  refitted. 
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The  gun,  however,  exploded  at  the  thirty-second  discharge,  slightly 
wounding  every  man  of  the  detachment.  No  other  cause  can  be 
assigned  except  that  the  gun,  after  being  fired  several  times  in  rapid 
succession,  was  loaded  and  allowed  to  remain.  As  it  became  cool  it 
may  have  contracted  upon  the  shell,  and  hence  the  explosion. 

The  hot-shot  battery,  manned  by  Captain  Harrison's  company,  fired 
a  few  rounds,  but  the  great  severity  of  the  cannonade  in  an  exposed 
])osition  drove  the  men  from  the  guns.  Some  of  his  men  afterwards 
assisted  me  in  the  main  work,  among  whom  Sergeant  Edenfield  deserves 
to  be  mentioned  with  praise.  The  Beaufort  Artillery  behaved  with  cool- 
ness under  heavy  fire,  as  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  no  accident  attribu- 
table to  carelessness  occurred  at  their  guns.  Instances  of  conspicuous 
bravery  might  be  mentioned,  but  it  would  be  unfair  to  eulogize  a  few 
when  the  majority  did  their  duty. 

Previous  to  the  engagement  the  members  of  this  corps  contributed 
each  according  to  his  talent  to  the  efficiency  of  the  whole,  but  especially 
zealous  and  untiring  were  Privates  S.  E.  Scanlan  and  I.  E.  Falbin  in 
preparing  aunnunition  and  placing  the  battery  in  order.  In  this  con- 
nection 1  must  mention  with  honor  Captain  Harrison's  company,  who, 
for  months  before,  cheerfully  gave  me  their  assistance.  I  must  also 
thank  the  companies  of  Colonel  Dunovant's  command,  who  labored  to 
make  my  position  more  secure.  Honor  is  due  to  Midshipmen  Maflfitt 
and  Eead,  who,  with  coolness  and  courage,  gave  me  valuable  aid  when- 
ever it  was  required. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  wounded  of  the  Beaufort  Artillery: 
Captain  S.  Elliott,  in  the  leg,  by  a  fragment  of  rifled  gun;  Sergeant 
B.  W.  Sloman,  in  the  hand,  by  the  same;  Privates  Fripp,  Hamilton, 
Willcox,  Perryclear,  and  Joyce,  by  same;  Sergeant  Stuart,  by  recoil  of 
columbiad;  Private  M.  W.  Fripp,  by  same;  Privates  William  Elliott 
and  F.  N.  Murdaugh,  by  explosion  of  caisson,  all  slightly.  Of  Captain 
Harrison's  company,  Privates  J.  and  J.  E.  Crews  lost  each  an  arm  by 
the  prematnre  discharge  of  a  gun. 

1  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  Elliott,  Jr., 

Captain  of  Beaufort  Artillery. 

First  Lieutenant  William  H.  Talley, 

Adjutant  of  Twelfth  Regiment. 


Keconnoismnces  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  its  tributaries, 
Novemhcr  25-2S,*  1801. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  ITavy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Bay  Point,  November  24,  1801. 
General:   I  have  organized  an  expedition  for  St.  Helena,  of  three 
vessels,  under'  Commander  Drayton,  to  leave  at  4  in  the  morning. 

If  you  desire  to  send  an  engineer  officer  along,  Captain  Drayton  will 
receive  him  on  the  Faicnee.  He  had  better  be  over  this  evening.  The 
object  of  the  expedition  is  a  general  reconnoissance. 

I  have  heard  some  heavy  guns  this  forenoon,  and  presume  my  boats 
have  drawn  the  fire  of  Pulaski  on  them. 
Yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Dn  Pont. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Conimandinr/  Forces  at  Hilton  Head. 


'For  froneral  ciirresjioiKlenoe,  November  7-24,  see.  jip.  H29-3(>1. 
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Order  of  Flag-Offlcer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

IT.  S.  S.  Fawnee. 

FtAGSHip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Rarbor,  S.  C,  No  vember  24,  1801. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  take  under  your  command  the  gunboats  Una- 
dilla  and  I'embina  and  proceed  to  St.  Helena  Sound,  where  you  will 
endeavor  to  ascertain  by  a  reconnoissance  the  state  of  preparation  of 
the  enemy  at  Hunting  Island,  Otter  Island,  and  at  the  mouth  of  Mor- 
gan and  the  Ooosaw  rivers.  I  have  explained  to  you  verbally  my 
views  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  this  expedition.  The  following 
memorandum  will  serve  to  keep  them  before  you: 

1.  To  ascertain  what  guns,  if  any,  are  mounted  on  or  near  the  waters 
of  St.  Helena  Sound;  the  caliber  of  such  guns. 

2.  Fortifications  or  eaitliworks,  whether  abandoned  or  not. 

3.  The  general  state  of  the  neighboiing  country. 

4.  Whether  there  are  any  boats,  scows,  or  other  vessels  that  can 
be  useful  to  the  enemy. 

5.  Whatever  can  be  found  out  concerning  the  quantity  and  condition 
of  cotton,  and  the  number  and  state  of  the  white  and  slave  population. 

6.  You  will  please  remember  that  I  enjoined  ujjon  you  to  regard  this 
expedition  as  a  reconnoissance  only;  to  avoid  an  engagement  with  bat- 
teries of  force,  and  to  bear  in  mind  that  your  vessel  will  soon  be  wanted 
for  more  important  service. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Flajj-Ojfiver,  etc. 
Commander  P.  Drayton, 

U.  S.  S.  Patvnee,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  November  25,  Wfil. 

Sir:  Whilst  waiting  for  the  ammunition  expected  in  tiie  Bienville, 
I  have  not  suffered  the  squadron  to  be  idle. 

The  men-of-war  of  small  draft  and  the  tug  Ellen  have  ascended 
Broad  and  Beaufort  rivers,  and. penetrated  into  the  adjacent  creeks. 
The  country  is  everywhere  in  the  same  deplorable  state. 

The  slaves  are  left  to  take  care  of  themselves,  except  that  occasional 
attempts  are  made  by  their  former  masters  to  carry  them  off  at  night, 
when,  in  case  of  resistance,  extreme  violence  is  used. 

A  great  deal  of  cotton  of  this  year's  growth,  most  of  which  is  not 
ginned,  is  lying  about  in  barns  or  in  the  open  air.  I  have  already 
taken  the  first  steps  toward  collecting  it,  for  I  learn  from  the  most 
intelligent  of  the  slaves  that  order's  are  given  to  burn  it,  and  several 
barns  have  been  destroyed  on  Port  Royal  Island  on  the  approach  of 
our  vessels. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  report  in  a  separate  communication  the 
occupation  of  Tybee  Island. 

This  morning,  at.4  o'clock,  I  dispatched  a  small  squadron,  consisting 
of  the  Pawnee,  Commander  Drayton;  the  Unadillii,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Collins,  and  tlie  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baukhead. 
to  examine  the  waters  of  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  look  at  the  defenses, 
if  any,  on  Hunting  and  other  islands,  or  at  Morgan  or  the  Coosaw 
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rivers,  to  enquire  into  the  condition  of  the  neighboring  country  and 
its  inhabitants,  and  take  possession  of  any  abandoned  public  property. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,      » 

S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.    ■ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report  of  Commander  Dray 
ton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S,  Pawnee. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  V.,  December  1,  1861. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  the  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  of  the  Pawnee, 
of  his  expedition  up  St.  Helena  Sound  and  the  adjacent  river,  which 
the  Department  will  find  interesting. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclnding  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosuro.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  28,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
24th  instant,  I  left  this  harbor  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  25th  instant  in  company 
with  the  Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  and  the  Pembina, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  piloted  by  the  Vixen,  Captain 
Boutelle.  We  crossed  this  bar  at  4:30,  and  that  of  St.  Helena  Sound 
at  9:30,  a  steamer  supposed  to  be  the  General  Clinch  then  being  off  the 
entrance  of  South  Edisto  River,  which  position  she  shortly  left,  and 
steamed  up  the  river.  I  soon  after  came  in  sight  of  a  fort  on  the  point 
of  Otter  Island,  into  which,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  I  threw  a  few 
shells,  as  did  the  gunboat,  to  discover  if  it  was  occupied.  There  being- 
no  answer,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  take  possession,  and  found  it  to 
be  a  regular  triangular  work,  with  two  faces  toward  the  water,  of  250 
feet  each,  with  bastions  and  a  curtain  on  the  land  side,  the  whole  sur- 
rounded by  a  ditch.  The  magazine  had  been  blown  up,  and  everything 
carried  away  or  destroyed,  the  only  thing  left  being  the  fragments  of 
an  80-pouuder  rifle  gun,  which  had  been  burst.  There  was  also  on  the 
outside  a  large  quantity  of  timber  and  palmetto  logs,  which  I  left 
undisturbed,  there  being  little  or  no  probability  of  anyone  coming  to 
remove  it,  and  considering  that,  should  we  occupy  the  place,  it  would 
be  required  to  finish  the  work. 

Having  made  the  above  examination,  I  continued  up  the  Coosaw 
Eiver  with  the  gunboats,  ])iloted  by  Captain  Boutelle.  When  just  after 
passing  Morgan  River,  about  10  miles  from  Otter  Island,  1  came  in 
sight  of  a  fort  directly  ahead,  and  at  the  junction  of  Barnwell  Creek 
with  the  Coosaw.  When  within  a  mile,  we  threw  a  few  shells  into  it, 
and  there  being  no  signs  of  occupation  and  the  negroes  showing  tliem- 
selves  in  the  neighborhood,  I  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  take  possession, 
and  found  it  to  be  a  redoubt,  with  a  ditch  on  tluee  faces  and  a  steep 
N  "W  R — VOL  12 21 
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slope  toward  the  water,  above  which  the  parapet  was  elevated  30  feet, 
its  name  being  (as  we  found  from  papers  picked  up)  Fort  Hey  ward. 
The  armament  had  consisted  of  only  three  ^uns — one  rifle,  which  had 
been  removed,  and  two  18-pouuders,  which,  being  of  a  very  antiquated 
make  and  spiked,  I  destroyed  by  breaking  the  trunnions  oil'.  The 
next  morning  early  I  returned  and  removed  to  this  vessel  a  quantity 
of  intrenching  tools  which  I  found  near  the  fort,  together  with  a  large 
sling  cart  and  two  siege  carriages  which  had  not  been  much  injured  by 
the  fire,  which  had  consumed  sufficiently  to  render  useless  the  other 
one  and  all  of  the  timbers.  This  being  completed,  I  returned  to  Otter 
Island,  finding  there  the  Vixen,  which  had  ijreceded  us  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  an  engineer.  Lieutenant  O'Rorke,  off,  who  had  been  sent 
by  General  Sherman  to  join  us  at  Coffin's  Landing.  He  desired  to 
make  a  drawing  of  the  fort,  and  as  it  then  was  late  I  anchored  for  the 
night,  leaving  again  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  with  the  gunboats 
and  Tixen  (there  not  being  water  for  the  Pawnee)  to  ascend  the  Ashepoo 
Kiver,  as  I  understood  that  there  was  a  military  station  a  short  distance 
up.  After  running  4  miles,  I  discovered  a  redoubt,  and  having,  as 
before,  satisfied  myself  that  it  was  not  occupied,  I  landed,  and  lound 
that,  like  the  others,  it  was  very  carefully  and  scientifically  built,  with 
a  deep  ditch  surrounding  it.  Everything  had  been  destroyed  or  carried 
away,  excepting  a  rifle  UO-ponnder  and  an  old  English  18-pouuder,  botJi 
of  which  had  been  burst,  and  another  18,  which  I  destroyed.  Having 
performed  this  duty,  I  continued  up  the  river,  thinking  that  I  might 
find  fortifications  at  Mosquito  Creek,  which  offers  the  only  inland 
channel  of  communication  with  Charleston.  None  had,  however,  been 
erected  there,  and  I  continued  up  the  river  to  the  plantation  on  Hutch- 
inson's Island,  about  12  miles  from  Otter  Island,  which  was  as  far  as 
the  vessels  could  go. 

Here  was  a  large  number  of  negroes,  but  no  white  men,  although 
they  told  me  that  there  was  a  picket  of  soldiers  about  3  miles  beyond. 
At  this  time  I  heard  heavy  tiring,  and  as  we  all  supposed  it  to  proceed 
from  the  Pawnee,  I  hurried  everyone  on  board  and  returned  down 
the  river  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  on  reaching  that  vessel  was  told 
that  the  sounds  came  from  the  direction  of  Beaufort.  I  then,  with  the 
Paicnee,  got  underway  and,  accompanied  by  the  other  vessels,  ran 
across  the  bay  to  Hunting  Island  River,  where  I  landed  and  looked  for 
fortifications  on  the  point  of  Hunting  Island,  but  could  not  find  the 
least  apijearance  of  there  ever  having  been  any  there.  The  light  house 
had  been  recently  blown  up  and  all  the  public  property  carried  away. 
I  had  now  examined  all  the  points  mentioned  in  your  letter  except 
Cofiin's  Lauding,  which  had  been  visited  by  Lieutenant  O'Rorke  on 
his  way  across,  and  he  reporting  that  no  works  had  been  erected  there, 
I  did  not  think  it  worth  the  delay  that  would'have  been  occasioned  by 
going  there.  I  left  Hunting  Island  harbor  at  7  a.  m.  this  morning  and 
reached  my  anchorage  here  at  meridian. 

With  regard  to  the  other  enquiries  that  I  was  ordered  to  make  I  would 
beg  leave  to  say  that  wherever  practicable  the  slaves  have  been  removed, 
as  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Ashepoo,  where  there  is  communication 
with  the  Edisto.  At  all  the  plantations  south  of  that,  however,  a  great 
many  still  remain ;  at  Hutchinson's  Island  not  less,  1  think,  than  120. 
Not  a  white  man  seems  to  be  left  anywhere  outside  of  the  line  of  mili- 
tary occupation,  which  was  higher  than  I  was  able  to  go  with  the 
vessels.  The  slaves  are  doing  nothing  and  are  very  friendly.  They 
assisted  us  voluntarily  wherever  we  wanted  their  aid,  and  sometimes, 
as  at  Eort  Ileyward,  worked  very  hard,  and  I  overheard  one  of  tliein 
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say  that  it  was  but  fair  that  they  should  do  so  for  us,  as  we  were  work- 
ing for  them.  The  more  intelligent  of  them  told  me  that  there  was  no 
packed  cotton  in  their  neighborhood;  that  scarce afty  had  been  packed 
this  year,  and  that  not  much  more  than  half  the  cotton  and  scarcely 
any  of  the  provision  crop  had  been  gathered. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  fort  on  Otter  Island.  It  can  be  easily  held,  and  with  a  few 
vessels  as  a  support  would  be  almost  impregnable  to  any  ordinary 
force.  It  completely  commands  the  inland  route  to  Charleston,  and  4 
miles  above  it  the  Ashepoo  and  South  Edisto  rivers  approach  each 
other  so  closely  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  could  almost  have  com- 
manded the  navigation  of  the  latter  river  from  my  vessel,  and  a  few 
guns  in  position  on  the  narrow  neck  of  land  that  divides  them  might 
easily  control  both  streams.  No  single  point  can  command  all  the 
entrances  into  St.  Helena  Sound,  as  it  is  5  miles  across,  but  a  fort  on 
Otter  Island  shuts  up  the  most  important  one,  and  in  its  immediate 
vicinity  and  under  its  guns  is  perhaps  the  very  best  anchorage  for  ships 
to  be  found  in  those  waters. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that,  as  far  as  we  could  make  out,  on  our  return 
down  the  river  (the  Ashepoo)  they  appeared  to  be  burning  houses  in 
the  direction  of  the  South  Edisto  River  or  on  those  plantations  which 
must  have  still  been  in  possession  of  the  whites,  and  the  same  thing 
seemed  to  be  continued  during  the  night.  I  can  not  finish  without 
mentioning  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  Captain  Boutelle  for  the  skill 
and  untiring  energy  he  displayed  in  piloting  us  through  those  inland 
waters,  and  I, think  the  people  must  have  been  a  little  surprised  at  see- 
ing vessels  of  war  passing  at  full  speed  up  narrow  and  not  over-deep 
rivers,  such  as  the  Coosaw  and  Ashepoo. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Deayton, 
Commander,  GommandiiKj  Patcnee. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  tHouth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Koyal  Harbor. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Bankhead,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  commanding. 

November  25,  1861. — In  St.  Helena  Sound  and  Coosaw  River.  At 
1 :  20  p.  m.  got  underway  and  followed  Pawnee  up  the  Coosaw  River. 
At  3: 30  fired  the  rifled  and  the  XI  inch  gun  at  a  fort  on  Sams  Point. 
At  3 :  40  let  go  anchor  and  sent  boats  t«  reconnoiter. 

November  26. — At  6:40  a.  m,  gig  and  first  cutter  ashore;  crews  en- 
gaged destroying  ordnance  in  Fort  Heyward,  Sams  Point,  S.  C. 

November  27. — At  6:30  a.  m.  followed  the  steamer  Vixen  up  the 
Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina;  ZJwadtiZa  in  company.  At  7  fired  shell 
and  rifled  gun  at  a  fort  on  the  northeast  bank  of  the  river. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  25, 1861. — At  5  a.  m.  got  over  the  bar  in  company  with 
the  Pembina,  Pawnee,  and  Vixen,  standing  for  St.  Helena  Sound.  At 
10:30  one  dead  shell  flred  from  Parrott  gun  at  what  appeared  to  be 
a  battery;  no  answer  from  shore.  At  3:50  p.  m.  anchored  in  Coosaw 
River;  flred  a  shell  from  Parrott  gnn  at  a  newly  erected  battery;  no 
return  from  shore. 
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November  27. — At  G  a.  m.  went  up  Ashepoo  Eiver  to  the  mouth  of  Tar 
River.  At  7: 15  fired  a  dead  shell  from  Parrott  gun;  no  return  from 
shore.  At  11 :  30  proceeded  down  the  river,  as  we  heard  heavy  guns 
firing  at  a  distance. 


Occvpatioii,  of  Tyhec  I.sland,  Georgia,  by  Federal  naval  forcen,  November 

24,  1861. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  TI.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  a  preliminary 

reconnoissance. 

Flagship'  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  November  19,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  and  report  to  Ooinmander  Missroon, 
off  Savannah,  for  duty  iu  aid  of  the  blockade  of  that  port. 

I  wish  you,  while  there,  to  confer  with  Captain  Missroon  on  the  most 
feasible  plan  of  placing  obstructions  on  the  bar  of  Tybee  entrance,  for 
which,  as  you  are  aware,  the  Department  has  made  extensive  prepara- 
tions. 

A  reconnoissance  will  probably  enable  you  to  form  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  force  on  Tybee  Island,  and  of  the  possibility  of  gaining 
access  to  the  inner  bar,  but  on  making  this  reconnoissance  you  will 
please  to  bear  in  mind  that  nothing  need  be  risked. 

If  the  information  acquired  by  this  reconnoissance  should  be  impor- 
tant, I  wish  you  to  return  and  communicate  it  to  me  immediately. 

I  w^ll  not  omit  this  opportunity  of  again  calling  your  attention  to  the 
vessels  bound  from  England  to  a  southward  port,  mentioned  iu  my 
recent  dispatches. 

You  have  a  list  of  them  and  will  please  exercise  tlie  utmost  vigilance 
with  regard  to  them. 

KespectfuJly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer,  etc. 
Captain  John  Kodgees,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  iS.  iS.  Flag,  Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officei  Do  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TI.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Saturday  Evening,  November  23,  1861. 

General  :  I  am  thankful  for  the  extract  you  have  kindly  sent  me 
from  Colonel  Terry's  rei)ort,  for  it  coinflrms  what  Commander  J. 
Rodgers,  of  the  Flag,  reported  as  his  opinion. 

He  has  been  sounding  the  Savannah  Bar,  and  left  again  to-day  with 
three  vessels  to  continue  his  work  up  to  Tybee.  If  the  forts  there  have 
really  been  abandoned,  which  I  shall  know  to-morrow,  I  will  cork  up 
Savannah  like  ii  bottle  by  placing  a  frigate  in  the  roads  opposite  Tybee 
and  out  of  range  from  Pulaski. 

1  feel  some  concern  about  the  report  of  the  Fingal  getting  iu.  If  a 
week  ago  from  last  Sunday  or  Monday  be  meant  in  Colonel  Terry's 
letter,  it  is  hardly  possible  she  may  have  run  the  blockade.  Tliis  would 
be  tlie  l(»th  of  November.  I  had  a  steamer  there  on  the  2d,  and  they 
hiive  been  going  down  ever  since.  There  are  eight  men-of-war  now  from 
Savannah  to  Feniandina,  cruising  and  blockading. 
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The  New  York  papers  of  the  15th  report  the  capture  off  Key  West 
of  an  Euglish  steamer  laden  with  munitions  of  war. 

The  Fingal  had  but  four  pieces  of  ordnance.  We  have  a  complete 
invoice  of  her  cargo,  valued  at  je48,33«.  She  had  24,000  pounds  of 
powder,  11,340  rides,  400,000  cartridges,  a  half  million  jjcrcussion 
caps,  etc. 

We  have  had  an  expedition  into  Johnson's  Creek  to  day.    An  intelli- 
gent negro  informed  the  oiflcer  of  it  that  the  rebels  were  intrenching  at 
Port  Eoyal  Ferry  depot  and  had  four  guns  mounted  the  size  of  the 
smallest  guns  in  the  fort  at  Bay  Point. 
I  am,  general,  yours  very  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Order  of  Flag-Offioer  Du  Pout,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commauder  Misaroon,  tJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
V,  S.  ship  Savannah,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  into  Tybee  entrance. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  34,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  Commander  John  Kodgers, 
which  circumstance  prevented  his  sending  through  you  informing  me 
that  he  is  at  anchor  in  the  channel  abrea-t  of  Tybee  Island. 

Lientenant  Commanding  Ammen,  who  went  in  with  Commander 
Eodgers,  brought  this  note  and  gave  me  other  particulars  confirming 
tlie  report  of  our  possession  of  Tybee  Island,  and  acquainting  me  also 
with  the -fact  that  the  enemy  has  sunk  obstructions  in  the  river  at  Fort 
Pulaski. 

You  will  please,  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  communication  as 
possible,  take  the  Savannah  into  Tybee  entrance  and  anchor  ofi'  the  light 
or  beacon,  hoist  the  flagon  the  tower,  and  protect  it  from  the  ship  with- 
out keeping  a  permanent  force  on  shore. 

I  give  these  orders  presuming  that  nothing  will  have  occurred  to  alter 
the  existing  state  of  things  at  the  time  of  Captain  Ammen's  departure. 
But  I  leave  you  always  to  exercise  your  own  judgment  in  new  and 
unforeseen  circumstances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  vie. 
Commander  J.  S.  MisSROON, 

TJ.  8.  Ship  Savannah,  off  Savannah. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  25,  ISOl. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  is  flying  over  the  territory  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

As  soon  as  the  serious  injury  to  the  boilers  of  the  Flag  had  been 
repaired  I  dispatched  Commander  John  Eodgers  to  Tybee  entrance,  the 
mouth  of  Savannah  Eiver,  to  report  to  Commander  Missroon,  the  senior 
officer,  for  a  preliminary  examination  of  the  bars,  and  for  the  determi- 
nation of  the  most  suitable  place  for  sinking  the  proposed  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  the  river. 
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Captain  Eodgers-  was  instructed  to  push  his  reconnoissance  so  far  as 
to  "form  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  force  on  Tybee  Island  and  of 
the  possibility  of  gaining  access  to  the  inifer  bar,  and  further,  if  the 
information  acquired  by  this  reconnoissance  should  be  important,  to 
return  and  communicate  it  to  me  immediately." 

I  was  not  surprised  when  he  came  back  and  reported  that  the  defenses 
on  Tybee  Island  had  probably  been  abandoned.  Deeming  it  proper, 
however,  to  add  the  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  Poca- 
hontas, Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  to  his  force,  I  directed  him  to 
renew  his  approaches  with  caution,  and  if  no  opposition  was  met  with 
to  occupy  the  channel. 

I  am  happy  now  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  the  Department 
that  the  Flag,  the  Augusta,  and  the  Pocahontas  are  at  anchor  in  the 
harbor  abreast  of  Tybee  beacon  and  light,  and  that  the  Savannah  has 
been  ordered  to  take  the  same  position. 

The  abandonment  of  Tybee  Island,  on  which  there  is  a  strong  mar- 
tello  tower,  with  a  battery  at  its  base,  is  due  to  the  terror  inspired  by 
the  bombardment  of  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  and  is  a  direct 
fruit  of  the  victory  of  the  7th. 

By  the  fall  of  Tybee  Island,  the  reduction  of  Fort  Pulaski,  which  is 
within  easy  mortar  distance,  becomes  only  a  question  of  time. 

The  rebels  have  themselves  i)laced  sufficient  obstructions  in  the  river 
at  Fort  Pulaski,  and  thus,  by  the  cooperation  of  their  own  fears  with 
our  efforts,  the  harbor  of  Savannah  is  effectually  closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Seport  of  CommandeT  Missroon,  1J.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  ship  Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 
At  anchor  on  Tybee  Bar,  November  25,  1861 — 1  p.  m. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Commander  Eodgers  landed  on 
Tybee  Island  at  3  p.  m.  last  evening  and  hoisted  the  Hag  of  the  Union 
on  the  martello  tower  and  light- house,  which  were  held  last  night  by.  a 
boat's  crew,  by  whom  numerous  camp  iires  were  built  to  induce  a 
belief  that  it  was  held  in  force. 

I  am  now  about  going  up  in  the  Seneca  to  select  a  suitable  anchorage 
for  this  ship,  by  advice  of  Commander  Eodgers,  and  expect  to  reach  it 
to-morrow  at  9  a.  m. 

Your  communication  of  yesterday  was  received  this  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 

EespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•J.  S.  Missroon. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Ahstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.Flag,  Commander  John  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

November  24, 1861.— OE  Savannah.  At  9  anchored,  Tybee  light- 
house W.  by  N.,  distant  4  miles.  At  10.40  tlie  Seneca  and  Pocahon- 
tas got  underway  and  stood  in  over  the  bar.     At  11.15  commenced  lir- 
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ing  upon  the  iiiartello  tower  oii  Tybee  Island.  They  fired  10  guns.  At 
3,  beat  the  loug  roll,  called  away  all  boats  armed,  sent  them  in  charge 
of  the  first  lieutenant  to  join  a  landing  party.  TIjc  small-arms  men 
landed  at  4.03  from  the  boats  and  took  possession  of  Tybee  Island.  The 
United  States  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  martello  tower  and  light-house; 
boats  returned  and  reported  the  island  deserted  by  the  rebels;  A 
launck's  crew  had  been  left  ashore  under  command  of  M  aster  Phoenix,  of 
the  Pocahontas,  in  charge  of  public  property  and  to  light  false  camp- 
fires.  At  9,  two  very  large  fires  were  discovered  on  thie  mainland. 
About  fifteen  minutes  later  another  large  fire  showed  itself,  supposed 
to  be  in  or  about  Port  Pulaski. 


Abstract  log  of  the  XT.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Balch,  V.  S.  Navy,  commandijig. 

November  11,  18G1. — Lieutenant  G.  B.  Balch  placed  in  command. 

November  24. — At  10,30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  Tybee 
light,  firing  six  rounds  of  X-inch  shell  and  three  shell  from  32-pounder  at 
fort  near  Tybee  light-house,  Seneca  also  firing.  At  2.30  p.  m.,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  signal  from  the  Seneca,  lowered  and  manned  all  our  boats.  The 
boats  from  all  the  vessels  having  stopped  at  the  Flag,  they  pulled  ashore 
and  took  possession  of  Tybee  Island.  At  4.30  we  made  signal  that  a  Con- 
federate steamer  was  coming  down  but  she  returned  to  Fort  Pulaski 
without  coming  in  range.  The  gig,  first  and  second  cutters  returned, 
leaving  Messrs.  Phoenix  and  Wiley  and  the  launch  and  launch's  crew 
on  shore  to  man  the  battery.  Prom  8  to  midnight,  camp  fires  burning 
brightly  on  shore.  Master  Phoenix  in  charge  with  the  launch's  crew 
and  a  few  marines  garrison  the  fort  with  howitzers  and  small  arms. 
The  retreating  rebels  are  apparently  burning  everything  in  their  track. 
Immense  fires  are  burning  in  difiereut  places. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Ammen,  17.  S.  Sfavy,  in  command. 

November  31,  1861. — At  10.30  a.  m.  Commander  Rodgers,  of  t\i6Flag, 
and  pilot  came  on  board  of  this  vessel.  Weighed  anchor  and  stood 
over  the  bar,  planting  channel  buoys,  followed  by  the  Pocahontas. 
When  within  loug  range  fired  with  15-secoud  fuzes  on  the  rnartello 
tower  on  Tybee  Island,  firing  six  of  this  range,  then  one  10-second 
fuze,  then  two  5-second  fuzes  from  Xlinch  pivot  guns.  We  also  fired 
six  Parrott  rifle  shell.  The  Pocahontas  opened  fire  at  the  same  time; 
receiving  no  reply,  anchored  in  Tybee  Koads. 


Beport  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquartees, 

Savannah,  November  29,  1861, 

Sir:  On  Sunday  last,  24th  instant,  the  enemy  crossed  Savannah 
Bar  with  five  of  his  vessels,  and  made  a  lodgment  on  Tybee  Island. 
Subsequently  three  other  vessels  joined  them,  and  the  force  on  Tybee 
Island  was  reinforced.  Five  vessels,  one  of  them  a  frigate,  said  to  be 
the  Sabine,  now  lay  inside  of  the  bar  north  of  Tybee  Island.  They  are 
3  or  4  miles  from  Fort  Pulaski,  within  range  of  whose  guns  they  have 
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not  yet  approached.  The  force  on  Tybee  Island  is  rejiorted  to  be  larjie, 
but  I  am  unable  to  state  it.  No  demonstration  of  their  jniriwse  has 
yet  been  mdde  iurther  than  the  occujJHtion  of  the  island. 

The  preparation  and  arrauffement  of  Fort  Pulaski,  ordered  on  my 
first  arrival,  have  progressed  slowly,  but  I  do  not  think  the  passage  of 
the  river  can  be  forced.  Fort  Jackson  is  now  armed,  and  its  defenses 
have  been  strengthened,  and  form  an  interior  barrier.  The  channel 
of  the  river  has  also  been  blocked  up. 

The  force  in  the  Savannah  River  is  believed  to  be  part  of  that  from 
Port  Eoyal  Harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

It.  E.  Lee, 


Hon.  J.  V.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  liichmond,   Va. 


General,  Gommanding. 


Report  of  Commander  Haggerty,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding   U.  S.  Ship 
Vandalia,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  New  YorJc: 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia, 
Netv  York,  November  34,  1861. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  my  arrival  at  this 
station,  in  command  of  this  vessel,  from  Port  Koyal,  which  place  I  left 
on  the  •14th  instant,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  Flag-Officer  S.  F. 
Du  Pont. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  Haggebty, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  inform  the  Department  regarding  the  relative  merits  of  commandinq 
officers. 

Oontidential.]  Navy  Department,  November  25, 1861. 

Siu:  Since  theeflBciency  of  the  blockade  depends  in  a  great  measure 
upon  the  professional  skill  of  each  individual  commander,  the  Depart- 
ment enjoins  upon  the  flag  ofiicers  a  vigilant  supervision  of  the  move- 
ments of  each  vessel  under  their  command. 

A  large  number  of  most  efficient  steamers  are  being  pressed  to  com- 
pletion, and  the  ]>eparti)ient  desires  to  assign  these,  as  far  as  the  public 
service  will  admit,  to  those  officers  who  -have  performed,  at  sea,  most 
faithfully,  the  duties  of  the  blockade.  You  will  therefore  keep  the 
Department  advised  of  the  relative  merit  of  each  and  every  commander 
attached  to  your  squadron,  and  take  care  that  no  case  of  individual 
merit,  or  the  reverse,  occurs  without  a  full  investigation  and  report  to 
the  Department.  The  Department  also  desires  a  particular  report 
relative  to  the  officers  formerly  in  the  Navy  and  now  serving  under 
acting  appointments,  and  those  now  attached  to  seagoing  vessels  who 
are  on  the  retired  list.    As  full  authority  is  given  to  the  tlag-offleers  to 
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send  home  the  inefficient  and  apathetic,  and  make  any  changes  in  the 
commanding  officers  that  the  public  service  demands,  the  Government 
will  hold  them  responsible  lor  the  efficiency  oteacb»8inf!;]e  ship,  liank 
has  its  merits,  but  no  consideration  will  be  given  to  it  unless  accom- 
jjanied  with  enthusiastic  devotion  to  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion 
and  professional  fidelity  to  the.  duties  imposed. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vovidg.  /South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royal,  H.  G. 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent  IT.  S.  Coast  Survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  requesting  a  suitable  armament  for  the  steamer  Bibb. 

Coast  Survey  Office,  November  25, 1861. 
Sin :  The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  returned  the 
steamer  Bibb  to  the  service  of  the  Coast  Survey,  that  vessel  has  been 
assigned  to  duty,  under  the  charge  of  Assistant  O.  O.  Boutelle,  in  Port 
Royal  Sound  and  at  such  other  ports  as  Commodore  Du  Pont  may  visit, 
and  at  which  the  services  of  the  party  will  be  required.  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  such  direction  may  be  given  from  the  Navy 
Department  as  may  insure  the  supply  of  a  suitable  armament,  includ- 
ing small  arms  for  the  steamer  Bibb,  so  as  to  admit  of  her  taking  her 
place  in  the  sijuadron  of  Commodore  Du  Pont  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Very  ifespectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Bache, 
Superintendent. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Order  issued  26th  November  by  Bureau  Ordnance  to  arm  the  Hibb 
in  the  best  manner  according  to  the  means  of  the  New  York  yard. 

H.  A.  W. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  JPlug- Officer  J)u  I'ont,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  information  regarding  the  movements  of  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Depaktment,  November  7, 18(11. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  ('ommuiiicatioii  addressed  to  this 
Department  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  Gth  instant, 
and  to  which  I  invite  your  attention. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your" obedient  servant, 

(JiDEON  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Jlumpton  Roads. 

lEnclosure.] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  6,  1861. 

SiK:  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  lierewith  a  duplicate  dispatch 
received  here  yesterday  from  tlie  consul-general  of  the  United  States 
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at  Havana,  in  which  he  reports  the  arrival  at  Nuevitas  of  the  Uvelyn, 
from  Charleston ;  also  the  B.  Burrows  at  Havana,  from  Mobile,  and  the 
Theodora,  from  Charleston,  at  Cardenas.         "* 

The  Department  has  been  informed  that  the  practice  of  commanders 
of  ships  of  the  blockading  squadron  in  suspending  lanterns  from  the 
mastheads  of  their  respective  vessels  at  night  is  of  great  service  to  the 
vessels  of  the  insurgents  intending  to  run  the  blockade,  giving  them 
exact  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  blockading  ships,  and,  in 
the  absence  of  lighthouses  and  buoys,  furnishing  to  the  pilots  of  the 
escaping  vessels  valuable  aid  in  clearing  the  harbors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

1<\  W.  SBVf AKD, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  steamer  Fingal. 

Navy  Depaetment,  November  7,  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch, 
No.  29,  of  the  consul  at  London,  and  the  invoice  which  accompanied  it, 
received  from  the  Department  of  State,  giving  further  information  in 
regard  to  the  steamer  Fingal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-OflBcer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sipiadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Knolosuros.] 
CONSTTLATE   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES   OF   AMERICA, 

London,  October  16,  1861. 

SiE:  I  herewith  forward  a  further  report  in  reference  to  the  screw 
steamer  Fingal,  which  recently  cleared  from  Greenock  with  a  full  cargo 
of  material  of  war  for  the  rebels. 

The  paper  is  a  true  copy  of  the  invoice  of  cargo  as  presented  for 
clearance  at  the  customhouse.  It  is  not  probable  it  gives  the  full 
amount  of  cargo.  The  invoice  of  ammuuiti(jn  I  first  sent  was  correct, 
80  far  as  the  shipment  of  one  house  was  concerned. 

It  appears,  from  the  printed  slip  I  herewith  enclose,  that  my  suspi- 
cions are  verified,  and  she  carries  a  large  number  of  rifles. 

It  also  appears  from  the  same  authority  that  the  Fingal  has  been 
sold  to  a  Liverpool  house — Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  If  this  be  so,  she 
is  in  reality  a  Confederate  ship,  and  will  change  her  papers  on  arriving 
at  some  port  in  the  rebel  States  and  then  turn  pirate. 

The  last  mail  brings  us  the  unpleasant  intelligence  that  the  steamer 
Bermuda  has  got  into  Savannah  with  a  full  cargo  of  powder,  etc.,  for 
the  rebels.    Trusting  that  we  shall  not  have  to  bear  the  mortification 
of  hearing  that  a  similar  success  has  attended  the  Fingal  also, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Gonnul. 
Hon.  Wm.  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Rubenclosure.j 

GiiKENOCK,  October  13,  [4861] — 1  p.  m. 
Id  re  Bulloch  &  Co. 

SiE:  I  have  succeeded  (with  considerable  maneuvering)  ia  ascer- 
taining particulars  of  the  FingaVs  cargo  from  an  oflicial  source  here. 
It  comprises,  viz,  410  boxes,  73,barrels,  23<i  casks,  1,091  cases,  1  trunk. 

11.340  rifles,  value £42,000 

60  pistols 210 

24,100  pounds  gunpowder 805 

409,000  cartridges 1,195 

550,000  percussion  caps 162 

Apparel 600 

Apothecaries'  wares _ 80 

500  sabers 350 

Wrought  leather 200 

4  pieces  of  ordnance,  121  tons 300 

1*  tons  of  lead  shot 35 

7  tons  of  shells 927 

230  swords 230 

9,982  yards  blanket 1,240 

Total  value  cargo » 48,334 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

Ei>.  Brennan. 
J.  Paxlaky,  Esq. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Wavy, 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  midshipmen  as  acting  masters. 

Navy  Department,  November  7, 1861. 
Sir:  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  that  all  of  the  present  grad- 
uated midshipmen,  nineteen  in  number,  should  receive  appointments 
as  acting  masters.    A  number  of  them  have  already  received  appoint- 
ments direct  from  the  Department. 

You  are  authorized  to  give  acting  appointments  to  such  of  these 
midshipmen  who  have  not  received  them  in  the  squadron  under  your 
command,  taking  care  to  distribute  them  so  that  there  will  not  be  more 
than  one  on  board  each  vessel. 

The  pay  of  these  officers,  under  a  recent  act  of  Congress,  will  be  the 
same  as  warranted  masters. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(tIdeon  Welles. 
Flag-Ofticer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Pnrviance,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  8.  frigate 
St.  Lawrence,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  Jiritish  schooner  Fanny  Lee. 

TJ.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 
Off  St.  Simon's  Island,  November  7,  1861. 
Sir:  I  yesterday  captured  the  English  schooner  Fanny  Lee,  com- 
manded by  J.  G.  Fritzinger,  belonging  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 
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She  was  a  few  hours  out  from  Darien,  Ga.,  with  a  cargo  of  rice  and 
tobacco,  bound  to  Nassau. 

I  have  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  under  char^  of  Acting  Master  J.  W. 
Bogert. 

A  greeably  to  article  7  of  au  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  1  transmit  to  the  Department  a  complete  list  of  the 
ofBcers  and  meu  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  capture. 

The  oflBcers  and  crew  are  all  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Y.  PUEVIANCE, 

Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  J)u  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Maggerty, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  IS.  ship  Vandalia,  regarding  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  7,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Isaac  Smith  will  go  alongside  of  you   in  the  morning. 
Please  deliver  to  her  your  six  Vlirinch  guns. 

You  will  then  get  ready  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  in  accordance  with 
the  promise  I  made  your  crew,  and  you  will  use  all  dispatch  in  refitting 
your  ship  and  returning  to  this  port. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Oommander  F.  S.  Haggerty, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia. 

The  above  order  is  so  far  revoked  that  you  Avill  go  to  New  York 
instead  of  Philadelphia. 
llespectfuUy, 

S,  F.  Dti  Pont, 

Flag-Offi<xr. 

Report  of  Assistant  lioutelle,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  regarding  a  reconnais- 
sance in  the  Beaufort  River. 

Vixen, 
November  7,  1861 — 7 p.  m. 
Commodore:  We  have  returned  from  the  reconnoissance  with  Gen- 
eral Sherman.     Under  the  authority  you  gave  me  this  morning  I  desired 
Captain  Ammen  to  take  us  up  Beaufort  River  and  to  Skull  Creek  in 
the  Seneca.    We  went  about  2  miles  up  Beaufort  River,  and  returning 
went  over  to  Skull  Creek,  or  the  inland  passage  to  Savannah.    No  rebel 
batteries  or  vessels  were  seen,  and  the  coast  seems  entirely  clear.     To- 
morrow I  hope  to  get  do.wn  a  few  buoys  on  the  shoals  in  the  harbor. 
Respectfully, 

Charles^  O.  Boutelle, 

Assistant,  Coast  Siirveu. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flagship  Wahash. 

P.  S.— 1  return  your  papers  wliich  General  Sherman  left  on  board 
here. 

C.  O.  B. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmit- 
ting a  request  regarding  the  British  vessel  Palinurus,  chartered  pre- 
vious to  the  declaration  of  blockade.  \ 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  7,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  note  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this  Department  by  Lord  Lyons. 
It  has  reference  to  the  case  of  the  British  vessel  I'alinurus,  now  on  lier 
passage  from  Calcutta  to  Charleston. 

1  have  to  request  that  instructions  may  be  given  to  the  ofQcer  com- 
manding the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston  not  to  capture  that 
vessel  unless  she  shall  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  after  having  been 
warned  of  its  existence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 
Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[KnrloHure.] 

Washington,  November  6, 1861. 

Sir:  Mr.  James  P.  Allen,  of  Belfast,  in  Ireland,  has  represented  to 
her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  attairs  that  a  ves- 
sel of  his,  the  Palinurus,  is  no  w  on  her  passage  from  Calcutta-to  Charles- 
ton, having  been  chartered  previous  to  tlie  arrival  at  the  former  place 
of  intelligerrce  of  the  declaration  of  blockade.  Immediately  upon  the 
arrival  of  that  intelligence,  the  master  endeavored  to  be  released  from 
.  the  charter,  or  at  least  to  obtain  permission  to  go  to  another  port.  But 
this  the  charterers  refused,  being  apparently  under  the  conviction  that 
the  vessel  would  not  be  liable  to  seizure  until  after  she  had  been  indi- 
vidually warned  off.  They  insisted  that  she  should,  in  the  first  instance, 
call  off  Charleston  for  orders,  and  then,  if  she  should  find  a  blockade 
in  force  there,  that  she  should  go  on  to  New  York,  It  would  seem  to 
be  hard  that  this  vessel  should  be  held  liable  to  capture  when  there  is 
no  desire  nor  intention  on  the  part  of  the  owners  or  master  to  attempt 
to  run  the  blockade,  or  to  evade  in  any  way  the  regulations  of  the 
United  States  Government.  I  am  accordingly  instructed  by  her  Maj- 
esty's secretary  of  state  to  communicate  these  circumstances  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  to  express  a  hope  that  such 
directions  may  be  given  as  will  prevent  any  risk  of  the  Palinurus  being 
captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  mostobedi- 
ent,  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  British  vessel  Palinurus. 

Navy  Department,  November  8, 1861. 
Sir:  The  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  on  applicaulcn  of  the  British 
minister,  requests  that  instructions  be  given  to  the  officers  commanding 
tlie  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston  not  to  capture  the  British  ves 
sel  Palinurus  unless  she  shall  attempt  to  run  the  blockading  squadron 
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after  having  been  warned  of  its  existence,  said  vessel  having,  it  is 
alleged,  been  chartered  in  Calcutta  for  Charleston  prior  to  the  receipt 
of  intelligence  of  the  blockade.  «■ 

In  pursuance  of  this  request  from  the  State  Department,  the  Palinurus 
will  not  be  captured  by  any  vessel  under  your  command  unless  she 
attempts  to  run  the  blockade  after  having  been  warned  of  its  existence. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Augusta,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of 
Savannah,  &a. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  November  8,  1861. 
Sib:  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  oft  Savannah, 
Ga.,  to  assume  the  blockade  of  that  port,  and  you  will  report  yourself 
to  the  senior  ofBcer,  if  there. 
The  accompanying  documents  are  for  your  consideration. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  B.  G.  Paerott, 

U.  8.  8.  Augusta,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to 
Lieutenant  Wyman  and  Commander  hrayton,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  9,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant- 
Commanding  E.  H,  Wyman,  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  and  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Surgeon  Gnnnell,  I  have  relieved  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Wyman  from  duty,  ordering  him  to  take  passage  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Bieii- 
ville  for  Hampton  Eoads,  and  to  report  himself  to  the  Department  by 
letter. 

******* 
I  beg  further  to  report  that  I  have  detached  Commander  Drayton 
from  the  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  and  ordered  him  to  assume  the  command 
of  tlie  U.  S.  S.  Paicnee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer- Bu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  return  to  the  blockade  of  Oeorgetoivn,  8.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  November  9,  1861. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  you  haye  delivered  the  remainder  of  the  marines,  I 
will  thank  you  to  resume  with  the  least  delay  possible  the  blockade  of 
Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Your  first  lieutenant  States  that  you  will  want  water.     I  will  dispatch 
you  a  supply. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Flag -Officer,  etc. 
Captain  Oadwaladek  Ringgold, 

Commanding  8abine,  off  Bar  of  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  J)u  Pont,    U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Light-House  Board,  regarding  aids  to  navigation  needed  iii  Port  Royal ' 
Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  9,  1801. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Light- House  Board,  through 
you,  of  the  entire  possession  of  roads  and  harbor  of  Port  Koyal  and  the 
mouth  of  Port  Eoyal  liiver.  Broad  Itiver,  and  Chechessee  by  the  forces 
of  the  squadron. 

This  sheet  of  water  is  beyond  description  grand  and  capacious,  but 
it  will  require  all  the  aids  to  navigation  wln'ch  the  intelligence  of  tlie 
board  may  deem  necessary. 

To  assist  the  board  in  its  investigations,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following: 

1.  A  light-ship  for  Martin's  Industry,  and  to  mark  the  entrance  to 
this  bay. 

2.  Fifteen  first-class  buoys  to  mark  the  entering  channels,  which  are 
three  in  number. 

.3.  Ten  second-class  buoys  to  mark  the  points  of  shoals  inside  this  bay, 

4.  Ten  spar  buoys  for  river  and  creek  marks. 

5.  A  buoy  tender. 

A  tug  to  be  used  by  a  chief  pilot,  with  four  pilots  attached  to  her, 
would  be  of  the  highest  service  also.  The  tug  shouhl  have  steam  power 
enough  to  bring  large  vessels  in. 

I  am  dispatching  to-day  a  gunboat  expedition  up  to  Beaufort,  to 
recover  the  two  light  vessels  which  I  am  told  are  there.  As  the  dis- 
tance is  only  about  14  miles,  I  think  the  expedition  will  be  back  before 
this  letter  leaves.  The  light  vessel  should  have  a  wire  boarding  net  as 
a  precaution. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

8ecretary  to  Jjight- House  Board,  Washington. 

P.  S. — P.  m.,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  has  returned  ffom 
Beaufort,  which  is  deserted ;  the  light  vessels  were  burned, 
liespectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  P. 
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Occupation  of  Beaufort,  S.  C,  by  Federal  naval  forces,  November  9, 1861. 
Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Tort  Royal  Harbor,  November  9,  1861. 
Sir:  Since  writing  uiy  official  dispatch  I  have  sent  gunboats  to  take 
possession  of  Beaufort  to  protect  the  inhabitants,  but  I  regret  to  say 
they  have  fled  and  tlie  town  is  abandoned  to  the  negroes,  represented 
to  me  as  in  a  lawless  condition. 

The  light  vessels,  which  I  hoped  to  save,  were  destroyed  on  the  deser- 
tion of  the  forts  by  the  rebels. 

The  post-office  was  visited  and  a  number  of  documents  and  letters 
obtained. 

I  have  covered  Skull  Greek,  mouth  of  Broad  Eiver,  and  have  cut  off 
this  communication  between  Charleston  and  Savannah. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Su  Font,  V.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  officers. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  12,  1861. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  to  the  Department  the  reports  of  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Ammen  and  Lieutenant  Sproston,  which  I  trust 
will  be  found  interesting.  Also  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Collins,  and  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  him  in  relation  to  the  invest- 
ment of  Beaufort. 

Respectfully,  your' obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TT.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 

Hilton  Head,  November  9, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
this  morning  I  left  Hilton  Head  at  noon,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Baukhead  in  the  Pembina  and  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Watmough  in  the  Curlew. 

We  jtroceeded  up  Beaufort  River  jirepared  for  action,  but  found  the 
banks  deserted  except  by  squads  of  negroes,  who  appeared  to  regard 
us  with  curiosity  and  fear. 

On  reaching  the  upper  end  of  a  small  marsh  island  within  half  a  mile 
of  Beaufort  we  observed  the  hasty  departure  of  many  ])ersons,  and  not 
seeing  the  light  boats,  which  was  the  principal  object  of  the  expedition, 
I  sent  Lieutenant  Sproston  on  shore  with  a  flag  of  trnw.  to  communi- 
cate with  the  authorities,  if  any  conkl  be  found,  and  to  iissuie  the 
inhabitants  that  all  persons  who  wore  not  in  arms  would  be  respected. 
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Lienteuant  Sproston,  whose  report  is  appended,  returued  with  a  Mr. 
Allen,  who  appeared  overcome  with  fear  or  driijk.  After  stating  to 
him  the  assurances  which  you  directed  me  to  give  peaceable  inhab- 
itants, I  sent  him  on  shore  and  directed  the  return  of  this  ship  to  your 
anchorage. 

Coming  down,  we  were  boarded  by  a  boat's  crew  of  negroes,  who 
stated  that  many  of  them  had  been  shot  by  their  masters.  I  informed 
them  that  we  had  not  come  for  the  purpose  of  taking  them  from  their 
masters,  nor  of  making  them  continue  in  a  state  of  slavery;  that  they 
were  free  to  go  to  Beaufort  or  to  Hilton  Head. 

They  said  they  would  go  to  Beaufort  to  make  some  arrangements, 
and  thought  that  all  of  the  blacks  would  come  in  to  avoid  being 
murdered. 

Not  knowing  the  channel  way,  we  grounded  at  the  upx)er  end  of  the 
marsh  island  within  half  a  mile  of  Beaufort,  and  got  off  after  an  hour's 
delay  and  with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough, 
of  the  Curlew. 

In  the  meantime  the  Pembina,  iu  endeavoring  to  turn  the  lower  end 
of  the  same  island,  iu  order  to  come  around  the  main  channel  way, 
grounded  also,  and  the  tide  falling,  she  could  not  be  got  off  during  this 
tide.  I  therefore  directed  the  Curlew,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Watmough,  to  remain  by  her  and  aid  in  getting  her  off  at  next  high 
tide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Uanl.  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Plag-OfiQcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Soutk  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure] 

U.  S.  S.  Seneca,  Beaufort,  S.  C, . 


Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  landed  in  the  town  of  Beaufort 
and  found  the  place  deserted  by  every  inhabitant  with  the  exception 
of  two,  one  of  whom  1  was  conducted  to  by  the  negroes,  who  were 
rejoiced  to  see  me,  crowding  around  iu  large  numbers  and  cheering 
the  riag.  They  told  me  that  their  masters  had  been  tiring  at  them 
and  driving  them  back  in  the  woods  to  prevent  their  communicating 
with  the  United  States  forces,  and  1  judged  from  their  manner  that 
they  would  commit  any  act  of  retaliation  that  opportunity  offered. 
They  also  stated  that  the  forces  formerly  occupying  Phillips  [Island] 
Ibrtifications,  with  the  Beaufort  Artillery,  had  retired  to  Port  lioyal 
Ferry,  10  miles  distant  from  the  town. 

Mr.  Allen,  an  old  inhabitant  of  the  place,  but  Northern  by  birth, 
met  me  at  the  entrance  of  his  store,  much  agitated  and  holding  a  flag 
of  truce  in  liis  hand.  He  said,  and  I  witnessed  its  corroboration,  that 
the  negroes  were  perfectly  wild,  breaking  into  every  l)uilding  and 
d(;stroyiug  or  carrying  off  all  i)ortable  property,  and  that  the  light- 
boats  had  been  burned  immediately  after  tlie  surrender  of  the  batteries. 

Mr.  Wilcox,  another  resideut  of  the  place,  was  said  to  be  in  the  town, 
but  I  did  not  lind  him,  so  brought  Mr.  Allen  on  board. 

An  intelligent  mulatto  boy  dismounted  from  a  horse  he  was  riding 
and  coming  toward  me  said,  "  The  whole  county  have  left,  sir,  and  all 
the  soldiers  gone  to  Port  Royal  Ferry;  they  did  not  think  that  you 
could  do  it,  sir." 
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On  close  enquiry,  I  judged  that  there  must  be  at  Port  Royal  Ferry 
at  this  time,  or  the  time  of  the  negro's  departure  from  there  this 
morning,  about  a  thousand  troops  and  the  Beaufort  Artillery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Glendy  Sproston, 

Lieutenant. 
Lieutenant  ]).  Ajimen,  U.  S.  >avy, 

Commanding   U.  IS.  Gunboat  Seneca. 


Order  of  Flag-Ofiicer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  com- 
mand of  the  station. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harhor,  November  10,  1801. 

Sir:  It  has  been  reported  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen 
that  on  taking  possession  of  the  town  of  Beaufort  under  my  order  of 
the  8th  instant,  he  found  that  most  of  the  white  inhabitants  had  aban- 
doned the  town  and  that  the  negroes  were  committing  excesses  and 
destroying  private  property. 

You  will  proceed  with  the  most  convenient  dispatch  in  the  gunboat 
Unadilla,  under  your  command,  to  Beaufort,  where  you  will  find  the 
gunboat  Pembina  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead)  and  the  gun- 
boat Curlew  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough),  and  assume  the 
command  of  the  station. 

You  xTjill  employ  your  force  in  suppressing  any  excesses  on  the  part 
of  the  negroes,  and  you  will  take  pains  to  assure  the  white  inhabitants 
that  there  is  no  intention  to  disturb  them  in  the  exercise  of  their 
private  rights  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  ijrivate  ])roperty. 

Acting  on  this  principle  of  conduct,  you  will  pursue  any  other  meas- 
ures that  tend  to  create  confidence,  to  bring  back  the  jieople  to  their 
houses,  and  to  reestablisli  order. 

You  will  ])lease  send  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough  to  report  to 
me  to-morrow  morning,  in  person,  upon  the  actual  state  of  things  and 
upon  the  steps  you  may  have  found  it  exjjedierit  to  take. 

Any  information  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  collect  concerning 
the  state  of  the  surrounding  country  will  be  valuable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flofi-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Napoleon  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  general  at  Beaufort,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort,  8.  C,  November  11,  18iil. 

Sir  :  Since  the  departure  of  the  Seneca  from  this  place  the  pillage 
has  nearly  ceased,  owing  to  the  judicious  measures  instituted  by  Lieu 
tenants  Commanding  Bankhead  and  Watmough, 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  visited  the  arsenal  and  found  therein  appa- 
ratus belonging  to  one  of  the  United  States  light-houses;  also  a  quan- 
tity of  powder,  which  I  send  by  the  Curletv. 

1  have  heard  of  some  Government  channel  buoys  not  far  from  here, 
which  I  expect  to  secure  to  day. 
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I  do  not  consider  the  information  derived  from  the  negroes  at  all 
reliable,  and,  notwithstanding  their  subserviency,  I  think  they  are 
quite  as  likely  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  rebels  as  thS  United  States. 

The  force  at  Port  Koyal  Ferry  is, variously  represented  to  be  from 
3,000  to  10,000.  All  accounts  agree  in  stating  that  a  large  force  is  col- 
lecting there. 

Yesterday  LieuteTiant  Commanding  Bankhead  saw  at  a  distance  two 
white  men  on  horseback,  whom  he  supposed  to  be  scouts.  They  were- 
riding  very  fast. 

At  2:30  o'clock  this  morning,  during  a  dense  fog,  from  six  to  eight 
musket  shots  were  fired  from  the  shore  immediately  below  the  town. 
The  balls  were  heard  passing  over  the  two  other  gunboats. 

Captain  Bankhead  supposes  they  were  fired  by  rebel  scouts. 

He  was  informed  yesterday  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  owners 
of  houses  here  to  send  persons  in  to  burn  them. 

As  Mr.  Luce  returns  today,  leaving  us  without  anyone  having 
knowledge  of  the  river,  I  respectfully  request  that  a  pilot  may  be 
ordered  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  Gommandinfl. 

Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 
Xolicv  put  up  by  Captain  Bankhead  on  the  principal  house  in  Beaufort. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  by  us  to  prevent  the  negroes  from  plun- 
dering their  masters'  houses.  Had  the  owners  remained  and  taken 
care  of  their  property  and  negroes,  it  would  not  have  occurred.  I  only 
trust  that  we  will  not  be  accused  of  the  vandalism.  * 

An  American  Navy  Officer. 


Report  of  Commander  Sartori,  if.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
regarding  the  impaired  condition  of  the  boiler  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
Off  Charleston  Bar,  November  10, 1861. 
Sir:  Since  my  report  to  you  of  the  8th  instant  the  boiler  of  this 
vessel  has  rapidly  approached  a  point  wherein  it  is  deemed  almost  use- 
less. The  report  of  the  engineers  of  the  vessel  and  those  of  the 
Alabama,  whom  I  have  ordered  upon  a  survey,  I  herewith  enclose,  and 
I  trust  will  fully  show  the  necessity  for  prompt  action  in  the  matter. 
As  I  am  situated  I  can  do  next  to  nothing  in  case  of  being  attacked 
by  an  enemy  under  steam,  and  still  worse  if  caught  at  my  anchorage 
by  a  southeast  gale,  which  at  this  season  may  occur  at  any  moment. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  claw  off,  and  no  ground  tackling  would 
hold  me  in  safety  through  the  heavy  sea  such  a  gale  brings  with  it. 
Under  all  these  circumstances  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  send  the  Alabama, 
to  you  with  this  information  and  for  your  orders  upon  the  subject,  being 
impressed  with  the  serious  responsibility  now  devolving  upon  me. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori, 

Commander, 
Flag-Otticer  S.  F.  Dv  PONT. 
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Report  of  Gommander  Jiodf/em,  U.  8.  Nnvi/,  ref/arding  the  pressinfi  need 
for  a  new  boiler  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
Off  Charleston  Bar,  NoKemher  10,  WHl. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  joined  the  Fla(i.     I  found  that  the 
bottom  of  her  boiler  had  dropped  out  to  day  and  that  it  is  now  su})- 
ported  by  slips  of  wood.     She  iw,  I  hear,  one  of  the  most  efiticieut  ves- 
sels as  a  blockader  of  any  of  those  which  have  been  purchased. 

I  can  not  now  afford  even  to  wish  to  go  jSTorth,  but  may  I  suggest 
that  a  boiler  be  immediately  made  for  her?  Raney  &  Ncafy,  Philadel- 
phia, made  her  present  ones. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Bodgers, 


Commander. 


Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  JJ.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Offiver  Du  Pont,  U.  K,  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  (J.  S. 
Navy,  for  the  temporary  assignme.it  of  the  U.  H.  S.  Alabama  to  duty 
at  Georgetoicn,  S.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  11,  1H(>1. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this,  dispatch  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama  to  the 
blockade  of  Georgetown  until  the  Sabine  arrives,  the  Sabine  having  been 
detained  here  for  the  want  of  a  supply  of  water. 

As  soon  as  the  Sabine  arrives  off  Georgetown,  the  Alabama  will 
return  to  your  command  for  further  orders. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  S.  Susquehanna,  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Commander  Lanier,    If.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Alabama,  regarding  the  need  of  coal  for  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Alauama, 
Off  Charleston  Bar,  November  11,  1801. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  25tli  ultimo,  1  proceeded  to 
this  place,  where  1  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  have 
since  that  time  been  em])loyed  on  the  blockade. 

Ill  consequence  of  the  crippled  state  of  the  Flag,  1  have  necessiuily 
had  to  be  underway  more  or  less  every  day,  and  will  be  still  more  so 
now,  as  I  am  the  only  vessel  left  here.  I  have  on  hand  now  coal  for  six 
full  days'  steaming  (say  140  tons),  which  I  will  economize  as  much  as 
possible. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  request  from  you  an  order  that  will 
enable  me  to  proceed  to  some  place  for  coal,  when  1  shall  be  reduced  to 
but  two  days'  supply,  as  it  would  lie  almost  impossible  to  coal  from  a 
vessel  alongside  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  swells  and  from  having 
no  barge  adequate  to  the  purpose. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.       341 

I  herewith  euclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  Commander 
Sartori  on  the  5th  instant,  which  will  explain  itself.  He  directed  me 
to  put  on  board  the  bark*  an  officer  and  a  prize  orew  of  7  men.  Com- 
mander Sartori  then  ordered  her  to  Hampton  Eoads.  The  Spanish  crew 
of  14  men  was  divided  between  the  Flag  and  Alabama;  the  captain 
remained  on  board. 

I  am  happy  to  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious  event  of  having  car- 
vied  the  war  into  Africa. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


E.  Lanier, 
Commander. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flagship  Wabash, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  foricarding  information  regarding  the  loading  of  railroad  sup- 
plies for  the  Confederates. 

Navy  Department,  November  11, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation from  Mr.  George  D.  Morgan,  by  which  you  will  see  that  the 
bark  J.  A.  Hazard  is  loading  with  a  large  quantity  of  locomotive  tires, 
the  ultimate  destination  of  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  States  in 
insurrection. 

1  am;  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Eoads, 

[Enclosure.] 

New  Toek,  November  9,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  The  bark  J.  A.  Hazard  is  now  loading  at  this  port  for 
Matanzas  with  a  large  amount  of  locomotive  tires,  twice  as  much  as 
they  can  use  in  Cuba  for  a  year.    Tiie  railroads  at  the  South  can  not 
run  long  without  this  article  and  this  is  the  way  they  get  it. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Geo.  D.  Morgan. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  regarding  floating  machine  shops. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  November  12,  18G1. 
Dear  Sir:  1  have  just  remembered  that  during  the  Crimean  and 
China  wars  by  England  and  France  vessels  fitted  up  as  machine  shops 
were  used  with  remarkable  advantage,  and  gunboats  and  large  steamers 
were  always  undergoing  repairs. 


*  See  Series  I,  vol.  6,  ]>]).  38-1-3X9,  4+1,  regarding  the  Heizuie  of  tlie  Spaniali  bark 
Providencia. 
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The  French  floating  machine  shop  1  was  on  board  of  iu  Hongkong, 
and  she  was  fitted  precisely  as  a  shop  on  shore  would  have,  been,  with 
shafting  and  gearing,  etc.  "* 

I  have  addressed  this  to  you  instead  of  Mr.  Welles  as  being  more  in 
your  line. 

In  haste  and  with  great  respect,  yours,  faithfully, 

S.  F.  l)u  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretory  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  November  12, 1861. 
The  Belvidere  is  still  here;  the  tugs  Commodore  Perry  and  Ethan 
Allen,  which  returned  from  the  expedition  to  Port  Royal,  are  both  here. 
Are  these  the  tugs  you  wish  the  Belvidere  to  take  in  tow !     She  will 
wait  your  order. 

John  A.  Dix, 

G.  y.  Fox. 


Report  of  Commander  Qoldshorough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Florida,  explaining  the  cause  of  delay  in  reaching  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
Port  Royal,  November  13,  18fil. 

Flag-Officer  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  my  arrival  at  this 
place,  and  enclosed  correspondence  relative  to  the  unfortunate  accident 
sustained  by  our  machinery  in  the  gale  on  the  night  of  Friday,  the  1st 
instant,  which  comiielled  me  to  separate  from  the  fleet  and  resort  to 
the  painful  necessity  of  returning  into  port. 

The  following  morning,  the  wind  being  fresh  from  the  southward  and 
westward  and  continuing  to  blow  from  that  quarter  for  several  days,  I 
was  enabled,  with  the  aid  of  my  sails  and  steam  (after  adopting  the 
only  available  means  on  board  to  secure  my  pipe),  to  reach  the  navy 
yard  at  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant,  where,  owing  to  the 
promptness,  activity,  and  energy  of  Commander  Thomas  Turner,  Chief 
Engineer  Danby,  and  Naval  Constructor  Hoover,  a  new  pipe  was  put 
in,  damage  repaired,  and  ready  to  sail  on  Saturday,  the  9th  instant, 
which  I  did. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Commander,  V.  8.  Navy. 
Flag-OfBcer  Saml.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent,  TJ.  8.  GoaM  Survey,  to  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  requesting  the  fitting  of  the  schooner  Caswell  for 
service  in  Southern  waters. 

Philadelphia,  November  13, 1861. 

Sir  :  Captain  Du  Pont,  of  the  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  having 

called  for  the  services  of  another  Coast-Survey  vessel,  I  have  ordered 

the  schooner  Caswell  to  be  got  ready  immediately.    She  is  now  lying 

at  Peekskill,  N.  Y.    Will  you  please  send  telegraphic  order  to  the  com- 
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luaudaut  of  the  navy  yard,  lirooklyii,  to  suitably  arm  and  supply  lier 
with  anunuuitioii  when  slio  shall  report  at  said  yard"? 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  .^ 

A.  D.  Bache, 

Superintendent  If.  N.  (Joant  Survey. 
iron.  G.  V.  Fox, 

AHuistant  Secretary  of  the  J^ovy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa, 
regarding  affairs  in  and  about  Skull  Creel: 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Skull  Greek,  November  14,  18(>1. 

Sir  :  From  observations  and  diligent  enquiry,  I  have  satisfied  myself 
that,  should  a  move  in  that  direction  be  desirable,  the  way  to  Blufftoii 
is  unobstructed,  both  in  regard  to  the  preparations  of  the  enemy,  who 
have  fallen  back  to  Hardeevilie,  a  distance  of  15  or  20  miles,  and  water, 
of  which  there  is  sufficient  for  vessels  drawing  i)  or  10  feet.  On  Tues- 
day evening  I  signaled  to  the  flagship  for  another  vessel,  naming  the 
Curlew  as  one  suitable  for  the  purpose,  with  the  intention  of  making  an 
extended  reconnoissauce  in  that  direction,  but,  as  no  vessel  was  sent,  I 
presume  my  signals  were  not  intelligible,  owing  to  the  distance,  and  I 
have  therefore  confined  my  operations  to  sounding  in  the  boats.  The 
Ottatca  is  at  present  anchored  about  3  miles  from  the  outlet  of  Skull 
Greek;  my.  recounoissances  have  extended  in  boats  about  4  miles 
farther. 

I  have  taken  possession  of  a  sloop  of  about  60  tons,  which  is  nearly 
high  and  dry  upon  the  land,  but  can  easily  be  liauled  olf.  Preparatory 
to  this  she  will  require  calking;  before  doing  anything  further,  1  shall 
await  in  this  respect  your  instructions. 

Believing  that  the  enemy,  after  recovering  from  this  paiiic,  will  take 
the  aggressive,  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  another  vessel  be  sent 
to  cruise  in  company  with  tiiis  vessel  to  render  assistance  in  the  event 
of  grounding  in  an  unknown  channel  and  to  give  such  other  sup] lort 
as  may  be  needed. 

As  the  Ottawa  requires  extensive  repairs^  I  have  to  request,  when 
her  services  can  be  spared  from  active  duties,  the  assistance  of  the 
carpenters  of  the  squadron  to  put  iier  in  eflicient  condition  for  any 
service.  Enclosed  please  receive  the  communication  of  Mr.  [William 
W.]  Dungan,  the  chief  engineer  of  this  vessel,  in  regard  to  the  condi- 
tion of  her  port  boiler. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
lAeutenant,  Comm anding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  IL  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  lAeutenant  Budd, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the 
blockade  of  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  14,  ISCl. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the   Penguin  uuder  your  command  and 
blockade  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  S.  (J. 
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Captain  Ringgold,  oftbe  Sabine,  is  senior  officer,  and  you  will  report 
accordingly  on  liis  arrival  there;  for  I  presume  you  will  be  in  advance 
ofliim.  % 

Enclosed  is  a  memorandum  of  vessels  suspected  of  intending  to  run 
the  lilockade,  wliidi  you  will  deliver  to  Cai)tain  Ringgold,  previously 
laking  a  copy  of  the  same  for  your  own  use.  Also,  co])y  of  a  note  from 
the  Acting  Secretary  of  State,  F.  W.  Seward,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Na^'y.  . 

You  will  stop  off  Charleston  and  communicate  with  Captain  Lardner, 
of  the  Susquehanna,  delivering  the  papers  addressed  to  him  and  inform- 
ing him  of  your  destination. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Acting  Lientenant  Commanding  T.  A.  Budd, 

IJ.  S.  8.  Penf/uin,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C. 

P,  S. — Letter  just  received  from  Captain  Lardner;  report  to  him  to 
[Remainder  of  this  letter  missing,  but  see  letter  fnmi  Du  Pont  to 
Ringgold,  November  24.] 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 
U.  S.  N'ariy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Savannah,  regarding  measures  for 
insuring  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  of  Savannah,  Oa. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  14,  1801. 
SiK:  T  have  detailed  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Florida,  Commander  J.  R.  Golds- 
borough,  for  blockading  service  off  the  port  of  Savannah. 

He  will  deliver  to  you  the  memorandum  of  all  the  vessels  suspected 
of  an  intention  to  run  the  blockade,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  State,  F.  W.  Seward,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 
Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  the  commanders  of  vessels 
under  your  charge  with  copies  of  the  same,  and  dispose  of  these  vessels 
in  the  manner  you  deem  best  to  promote  tiie  efficiency  of  the  blockade? 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commander  J.  S.  Missroon, 

V.  8.  Ship  Savannah,  off'  Savannah. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ooldshorough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Florida,  to  proceed  to  the  Savannah 
blockade. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  November  14,  1861. 
Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  off  Savannah 
and  leport  yourself  to  Commander  Missroon,  of  the  IJ.  S.  ship  Savannah, 
for  blockading  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer,  etc. 
Coiruuander  J.  ]l.  (ioLDsnOBOUGH, 

i'.  S.  S.  Florida,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C. 
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Letter  from  G.  H.  Welles,  jr.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  recommending 
the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  Ga,,  as  a  desirable  point  for  landing  a  naval 
■  expedition.  " 

Athens,  Pa.,  November  15, 1861. 

My  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  in  Georgia, 
induces  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  point  as  the  best  for  the  land- 
ino-  of  a  naval  expedition  and  army  troops  on  the  Southern  coast.  The 
harbor  is  perfectly  landlocked,  large  enough  to  float  the  navies  of  Burojje; 
water  on  bar,  as  shown  by  Coast  Survey,  sufficient  to  float  any  naval 
frigate;  water  in  harbor  amjale  depth,  harbor  perfectly  protected ;  loca- 
tion as  healthy  as  any  on  the  coast,  or  more  so.  Railroad  fully  completed 
and  in  running  order,  connecting  it  with  Savannah  and  Thomasville, 
Ga.,  by  its  connection  with  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Road,  leading  from 
Savannah  southwest  to  Thomasville,  which  is  only  about  20  miles  from 
Tallahassee,  from  which  there  is  a  railroad  to  the  Gulf.  These  connec- 
tions make  it  really  one  of  the  very  best  points  for  a  large  military  camp 
on  the  Southern  coast. 

The  entrance  to  the  harbor  is  between  St.  Simon's  and  Jekyl  Island. 
From  Savannah  and  Charleston  there  is  an  inside  navigable  route  of  G 
feet  water  to  and  past  this  place,  St.  Mary's,  and  Fernandina,  Fla. 
Thomasville  is  a  very  large  cotton  exporting  town. 

I  would  urge  upon  your  favorable  notice  this  most  important  and  most 
desirable  point  for  landing  a  large  foice.  St.  Simon's  Island,  residence 
of  T.  Butler  King,  produces  the  finest  long  staple  cotton  in  the  world, 
and  vast  rice  fields  abound  on  the  Altamaha  and  Saltillo  f  Satilla]  rivers, 
on  the  north  and  south  of  the  harbor.  Congress  established  a  naval 
station  here  and  purchased  site  for  it;  hence  the  records  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  Coast  Survey  will  explain  all. 

My  partner,  Mr.  H.  S.  Welles,  or  myself  will  cheerfully  volunteer  our 
services  under  your  orders  at  any  moment  with  the  expedition,  or  to 
visit  Washington  to  give  such  information  as  we  possess. 
Yours,  truly, 

C.  H.  Welles,  Jr. 

Hon.  (ttdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Capture  by  the  U.  S.  ship  J)ale  of  the  British  schooner  Mabel,  November 

15,  1861. 

Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  18, 1861. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Commander  E.  M.  Yard,  of  the 
U.  S.  S[hip]  Bale,  captured  the  British  schooner  Mabel  on  the  evening 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  latitude  31°  10'  N.  and  longitude  80o  52'  30"  W., 
and  brought  her  into  this  harbor. 

She  purported  to  be  from  Havana  and  bound  for  Kew  York,  but  at 
the  time  of  her  capture  was  heading  for  St.  Catherine's  Sound. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  7  bales  blankets,  4  cases  cloth,  2  cases  saddles 
and  bridles,  3  boxes  starch,  25  boxes  tin,  120  bags  cofiee,  20  barrels 
potatoes,  350  pigs  lead,  30  bags  shot,  1  box  shoes,  G  bags  arrowroot,  1 
case  pistols  (revolvers),  and  2  eases  cavalry  swords. 

The  Mabel  was  formerly  named  the  John  W.  Anderson,  of  Baltimore, 
as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  legistry  given  at  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
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deuce,  found  among  her  ijapers.     She  had  uo  cJearauce  fi'om  the  port 
of  Havana. 

The  character  of  her  cargo,  part  of  it  being  contraband,  and  her  posi- 
tion as  above  given  seem  to  be  strong  presumptive  evidence  of  her 
inteutiou  to  ruu  the  blockade. 

I  have  therefore  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate 
Levi  Lane,  of  the  U.  S.  S[hip]  Dale,  and  seven  men  of  that  ship  tor 
adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  s'ir,  resi)ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  (ttdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Seport  of  CommandeT  Yard,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  ship  Dale. 

U.  S.  Ship  Dale, 
Off  St.  Simon's  Sound,  November  15, 1861. 

SiE:  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  at  4  p.  m.  I  discovered  a  schooner 
bearing  to  the  eastward  and  standing  N.  N.  W.  I  made  sail  in  chase,  and 
at  6 :  30  brought  to  and  boarded  the  British  schooner  Mabel  from  Havana 
and  bound  for  New  York.  She  is  now  of  Nassau,  Few  Providence,  and 
was  formerly  the  schooner  John  W.  Anderson,  of  Baltimore. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  coffee,  tin,  saddles  and  bridles,  blankets,  shoes, 
etc.,  and  20  barrels  potatoes. 

Tlie  second  mate,  Mr.  F.  P.  Eagle,  informs  me  that  the  vessel  hud 
sailed  from  Savannah  in  October  last  (he  believed  the  2d),  and  has  siiute 
beeu  sold  in  Nassau. 

The  character  of  the  cargo,  part  of  which  being  contraband,  her  posi 
tiou,  namely,  latitude  31°  10'  N.,  longitude  80°  52'  30"  W.,  and  heading 
for  St.  Oatheriue's  Sound,  induces  me  to  believe  that  instead  of  being 
bound  for  New  York  she  was  destined  for  some  port  in  the  Southern 
States. 

I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  send  her  to  you  for  your  decision  in 
the  case. 

She  has  a  crew  of  10  men,  and  not  having  myself  a  crew  to  spare  sufli- 
cient  to  guard  against  her  recapture,  I  have  thought  proper  to  avail 
myself  of  a  fair  wind  to  see  her  safely  oil'  Port  Royal. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  St.  Lawrence  was  in  sight  at  sunset,  and  her  prox- 
imity to  the  ports  of  Fernandina  and  St.  Simon's  well  enables  her  to 
blockade  both  until  another  vessel  may  be  sent. 

I  have  also  to  state  that  our  water  is  nearly  out,  and  the  ship  (;ould 
not  remain  out  more  than  eight  or  ten  days  longer,  and  for  other  cogent 
reasons  1  have  to  request  that  I  may  come  into  port. 

If  1  am  to  return  to  my  station  1  have  to  request  that  the  prize  officers 
and  crew  may  be  returned  to  me,  as  the  prize  master,  Mr.  William  Otti- 
well,  is  my  senior  watch  officer,  leaving  now  on  board  only  two. 

I  will  await  your  further  orders  outside  the  bar.  I  enclose  herewith 
also  the  papers  of  the  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bdwd.  M.  Yard, 

Commander. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg,  Blockading  Squadron,  Southern  Coast,  Bort  Royal,  S.  C. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        347 

Letter  fr-jm  the  tiecretary  of  the  JSavy  to  Flag-Officer  Dii  Pont,  U.  *S'.  Nary, 
forwarding  information  obtained  from  intercepted  letters. 

Navy  Department,  November  16,  lS6t. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  been  placed  in  possession  of  letters  inter- 
cepted from  the  mail  bag  of  the  Theodora  (carrying  Mason  and  Slidell), 
from  which  the  following  information  is  gathered : 

1st.  That  correspondence  from  Liverpool  for  parties  in  Charleston  can 
be  sent  "under  cover  to  F.  A.  Sauvalle,  Havana,  as  there  is  plenty  of 
communication  between  that  port  and  the  coast  of  Florida." 

2d.  That  a  Mr.  Wagner,  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  now  in  Charleston  (October  3),  reported  that  "a  steamer 
would  leave  Liverpool  for  some  port  in  the  Confederate  States  shortly;" 
and 

3d.  "  Vessels  drawing  7  to  8  feet  of  water  can  go  inland  to  North 
Edisto,  Port  Eoyal,  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  and  go  to  sea  from  them. 
In  fact,  they  can  go  inland  all  the  way  to  Fernandina,  Fla.,  and  select 
which  harbor  is  best  to  go  out  of." 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-OfQcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Re])ort  of  F lay-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition  of  the 
U.  8.  S.  Curlew,  advining  that  she  be  returned  to  her  owners. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  16,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  damaged 
condition  of  the  Gurlew^s  engine,  the  impossibility  of  making  repairs 
here,  and  the  ungnitableness  of  the  vessel  for  the  public  service  ou 
account  of  her  liability  to  derangement  in  her  machinery,  have  decided 
me  to  send  her  to  New  York,  and  to  recommend  that  she  be  returned 
to  the  owners  according  to  the  term  of  the  contract. 

I  should  esteem  it  a  favor  if  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  of 
the  Curlew,  is  assigned  to  some  other  vessel  and  ordered  to  join  my 
command.  I  should  be  most  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of  such  a 
valuable  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant 
Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  New  York  in  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Curlew. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  16, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  with  the  Curlew  to  New  York  and 
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forward  the  enclosed  disi)atchos  to  the  Departmeut,  reporting  your 
arrival  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  by  letter  or  in  person. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, "" 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -Officer,  etc. 

Actg.  Lieut.  Oomdg.  P.  (i.  Watmottgh,  LT.  S.  Navy, 

U.  A'.  *S'.  Curlew. 

N.  B. — The  above  dispatclies  put  in  the  mail  bag  of  the  Baltic. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Thi  Font,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  steps  taken  by  the  Department  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the 

squadron. 

Navy  Department,  November  16,  1861. 

SiK:  The  buoys  for  Port  Royal  will  be  sent  down  by  the  Bienville. 
The  Minot's  Ledge  light-boat  is  preparing  at  Boston  and  will  be  towed 
down  at  the  earliest  moment.  Two  pilot  boats  have  been  ordered  t(j 
be  purchased  and  dispatched  to  you.  Two  houses,  similar  to  the  shops 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  are  building,  and  when  ready  will  go  with  the 
machinist  for  the  purpose  of  affording  minor  repairs  to  the  engines  at 
two  points  on  the  coast  under  your  command. 

Several  of  the  tugs  are  at  Baltimore  undergoing  repairs.  Attempts 
were  made  to  tow  them  from  Hamilton  Roads,  but  they  were  driven 
back  \y  the  gale.  The  Department  feels  confident  of  getting  them  to 
Port  Royal  by  towing  them  empty. 

Twenty-five  old  whaling  vessels  will  leave  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Island  abont  the  20th  instant  loaded  witli  stone;  they  are  to  be 
delivered  off  Savannah  under  contract,  a  copy  of  which  Mr.  Morgan 
has  been  requested  to  send  you.  Twenty  more  similar  vessels  are 
being  bought  for  Charleston,  but  will  not  sail  until  the  Department 
hears  from  you. 

Arrangements  will  soon  be  made  to  run  a  steamer  up  and  down  the 
Atlantic  coast  in  addition  to  the  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 

The  propeller  Flambeau,  Lieutenant  Commanding  William  G.  Temple, 
has  been  sent  to  the  Bahamas  and  Nassau  to  endeavor  to  interdict  the 
rebel  vessels  which  start  from  those  points  for  the  United  States  coasts. 

The  propeller  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  and  the 
bark  Roebuck,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C  A.  Trundy,  are  under 
orders  to  join  your  squadron. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Blockading  instructions  from  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Com- 
mander Ooldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 
Off  Tybee  Light,  November  16, 1861. 
SiE:  Tybee  light-house  bears  W.  by  N.,  distance  10 J  miles  from  this 
ship. 

The  Florida's  position  will  be  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Tybee, 
extending  to  the  southern  entrance  of  Port  Royal  Sound. 
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The  Augusta's  position  will  bo  to  the  southward  and  westward  of 
Tybee,  and  will  extend  to  Wassaw  Sound,  both  vessels  having  in 
view  the  port  of  Savannah  especially,  which  they  s^e  ordered  here  to 
blockade. 

They  will  keep  as  close  in  shore  as  may  be  with  safety  to  themselves, 
and  each  will  regulate  her  movements  by  the  other,  in  some  degree,  so 
as  to  always  have  one  approaching  this  ship,  while  the  other  may  be 
departing  from  her.  By  this  arrangement  there  will  be  one  of  the 
steamers  at  the  command  of  the  Savannah,  from  whose  mastheads  a 
longer  range  of  vision  is  obtainable. 

At  night  both  vessels  will  keep  inshore  of  this  ship,  and  within  signal 
distance,  with  a  sharp  lookout,  under  easy  steam,  or  ready  to  move  at 
the  instant. 

When  approaching  this  shij)  at  night  they  will  show  a  light,  which 
when  answered  by  this  ship  from  her  deck,  the  Florida  will  flash  a 
light  (by  covering  and  uncovering  it)  live  times,  and  the  Augusta  six 
times,  to  avoid  unnecessary  preparation  at  quarters  in  this  ship. 

When  this  ship  wishes  to  communicate  with  either  vessel  by  day  she 
will  hoist  the  distinguisiiing  pennant  of  the  particular  vessel,  and  then 
signalize.  At  night  she  will  show  a  red  light  at  the  masthead  and 
flash  five  times  for  the  Florida  to  come  within  hail  and  six  times  for 
the  A  ugusta. 

Should  she  desire  to  communicate  intelligence  to  either  vessel  without 
bringing  her  within  hail  the  Ooston  signals  will  be  used,  applied  to  the 
day  signal  numbers  of  our  signal  book,  followed  by  five  flashes  for  the 
Florida  and  six  for  the  Augusta.  Should  the  signals  be  made  to  both 
vessels,  no  flashes  will  follow  the  Goston  lights. 

As  a  guide  to  steamers  moving  about  at  night,  the  Savannah  will 
wear  a  white  light  at  her  peak.  If  signals  are  not  noticed  a  gun  will 
be  fired. 

Kespectfully, 

J.  S.  MiSSBOON, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Savannah. 

Commander  J.  It.  Goldsborough, 

t7.  S.  S.  Florida,  off  Savannah,  Ga. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  TMi  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  condition  of  affairs 

in  Beaufort,  S.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  17, 1861. 

SiK :  In  a  previous  communication  I  informed  the  Department  that 
on  the  day  following  tlie  capture  of  the  forts,  I  dispatched  three  gun- 
boats up  Beaufort  Kiver  to  reconnoiter  and  recover,  if  possible,  the 
light-boats,  lenses,  buoys,  moorings,  and  other  public  property  which 
tiie  rebels  had  conveyed  there. 

The  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  my  instructions  to 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  and  this  oihcer's  report  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  Department. 

On  Tuesday,  the  12tli  instant,  I  went  to  Beaufort  myself,  inviting 
General  Sherman  to  accompany  me,  and  taking  up  the  Seneca  with  tlie 
armed  launches  of  this  ship.  The  Unadilla  and  Pembina  held  posses- 
sion of  the  river  and  town. 

The  latter  was  deserted.  A  few  blacks  were  standing  at  the  corners 
of  the  streets;  their  plunder  and  destruction  had  been  arrested.    The 


350        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

impression  produced  by  the  sight  of  a  city  in  perfect  preservation  and 
bearing  all  the  signs  of  the  most  recent  inhabitation,  yet  wanting  the 
animation  of  ordinary  life,  was  very  striking? 

The  people  left  their  property  in  such  a  state  as  to  show  that  their 
precipitate  flight  was  either  the  result  of  real  terror  or  of  a  design  to 
make  it  appear  such. 

They  have  so  long  asserted  that  we  carry  on  the  war  without  regard 
to  the  common  humanities  and  courtesies  of  modern  hostilities  that 
some  persons  have  probably  become  the  dupes  of  their  own  misrepre- 
sentations, some  are  actually  deceived,  while  those  who  take  the  lead 
in  promoting  these  opinions  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  acting  as  if 
they  were  true. 

A  fear  of  the  slaves  is  no  doubt  one  of  the  chief  troubles,  and  lies 
much  deeper  than  even  any  apprehension  of  ourselves. 

The  deserted  city  and  neighboring  plantations  exhibit  a  most  melan- 
choly example  of  weakness  and  dereliction  from  duty,  the  only  excuse 
for  which  must  be  the  well-founded  dread  of  a  servile  insurrection. 

I  have  held  Beaufort  long  enough  to  give  the  inhabitants  an  oppor- 
tunity to  return  to  their  homes,  but  since,  in  the  opinion  of  General 
Sherman,  it  is  not  a  strategic  point,  and  the  services  of  the  squadron 
are,  as  you  know,  required  elsewhere,  I  have  determined  to  withdraw 
the  vessels. 

A  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to  Port  Royal  Ferry  (under  my  escort  as  far 
as  Beaufort)  by  General  Sherman  on  Thursday,  the  14th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  mosb  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
"Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
requesting  permission  for  Boston  merchants  to  dispatch  sailing  vessels 
with  supplies  for  the  squadron. 

Teeastjky  Department,  November  18, 1861. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  November  6  to  this  Department,  in 
which  you  mention  certain  restrictions  under  which  Messrs.  Sprague, 
Soule  &  Co.,  and  others,  merchants,  of  Boston,  may  be  allowed  to  send 
supplies  to  the  blockading  squadron,  among  others  that  the  parties 
shall  be  required  to  use  steamers,  if  possible,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith  a  letter  from  the  above-named  gentlemen,  under  date  of 
the  15th  instant,  asking  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  dispatch  a  sail- 
ing vessel  instead  of  a  steamer,  to  which  request  I  ask  your  attention. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Chase, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

Though  this  Department  would  prefer  that  this  matter  should  be 
performed  by  steamers,  yet  there  seems  to  be  no  objection  to  allowing 
it  by  sailing  vessels. 

[G.  V.  FOX.J 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Dii  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commaiidinfi  U.  8.  8.  Mohican,  to  cruise  bettceen  8avannah,  6a., 
and  Fernandina,  Fla.,/or  the  interception  of  blockade  runners. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  November  18,  1861. 
SiK:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  to-morrow  and  cruise  between  Savan- 
nah and  Fernandina  for  the  general  purposes  of  blockade,  and  for  the 
special  object  of  intercepting  the  vessels  bound  from  Great  Britain  to 
Savannah  (or  some  other  Southern  port),  which  are  mentioned  in  the 
enclosed  list.  ]\iy  information  concerning  these  vessels  is  minute  and 
reliable,  their  cargoes  are  very  valuable,  and  consist  principally  of 
munitions  of  war,  clothing,  and  medicines. 

Ton  will  not  anchor  unless  you  find  it  expedient,  but  keep  underway 
within  sight  of  land,  yet  far  enough  off  to  command  the  view  of  an 
extended  range  of  coast.  You  will  communicate  with  the  blockading 
vessels  on  this  part  of  our  station  as  opjiortunity  may  offer,  to  procure 
information;  and  you  will  read  these  orders  to  any  senior  or  superior 
officer  you  may  fall  in  with. 

It  being  the  object  of  your  cruise  to  intercept  vessels  expected  from 
sea,  it  will  be  desirable  to  avoid  attracting  notice  from  shore,  and  par- 
ticularly to  abstain  from  making  any  demonstration  of  your  force. 
Very  respectfullj'^,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fla^-  Officer. 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  8.  yS!  Mohican,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Qillis,  V.8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  8eminole.  to  proceed  on  a  reconnaissance  to 
Beaufort,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  November  18,  1861. 

SiB:  You  will  i)leasetakea  run  up  as  far  as  Beaufort  to-morrow 
morning,  making  a  reconnoissance  of  the  same. 

You  will  be  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  in 
the  Senaca,  who,  being  familiar  with  the  river,  will  lead,  and  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Bankhead  in  Pembina. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  has  my  instructions  to  bring  back 
some  Fresnel  lenses  now  iu  the  arsenal,  which  belong  to  the  United 
States. 

As  a  few  days  have  elapsed  since  we  were  up,  a  certain  amount  of 
caution  should  be  exercised  before  landing. 

Stop  all  plundering  by  the  transports  or  others.  I  am  taking  all  the 
measures  in  my  power  to  arrest  this  nefarious  practice  so  disgraceful 
to  our  arms. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commander  J.  P.  GiLLls, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 


U.  8.  8.  8eminole,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  DuPont,  If.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Sher- 
man, U.  8.  Army,  urging  cooperative  measures  for  the  prevention  of 
plundering. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  November  18,  1861. 
My  Dear  General:  You  will  regret  to  learn  that  desecration  and 
plundering  by  persons  in  boats  from  the  transports  and  coal  vessels 
have  been  going  on.  Houses  have  been  broken  into  on  Paris  Island 
and  elsewhere  and  the  furniture  destroyed.  In  that  of  Dr.  Meens  the 
amusement  seems  to  have  been  to  lire  through  a  fine  piano  with  pistols. 
You  will,  I  am  sure,  be  pleased  to  learn  that  I  have  taken  measures 
to  arrest  this  nefarious  practice  on  the  wafer,  so  disgraceful  to  our 
arms  and  so  shocking  to  your  sentiments  and  mine.  In  future  no  boat 
from  the  transports  will  be  permitted  to  laud  on  the  river  shores, 
except  they  have  a  pass  from  some  officer  Jiuthorized  by  you  to  give 
one.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  join  you  in  any  measure  to  prevent  these 
practices  that  you  may  deem  litting  and  i)r()i)er.  This  morning  I 
visited  all  the  ships  of  the  squadron,  and  in  a  few  remarks  to  the  crews 
enjoined  upon  them  a  rigid  abstinence  in  this  matter. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  here  with  another  matter,  but  will  see  you  on 
the  subject.  The  captains  of  the  transports  apply  to  me  to  suppress 
mutinies,  etc.,  and  to-day  a  large  number  of  the  Great  Bepublic's  men 
refused  duty  and  resisted  being  contined,  but  I  sent  a  lieutenant  on 
board,  when,  after  speaking  to  them,  23  submitted  at  once  and  were 
put  in  irons. 
Hoping  to  get  on  shore  to  see  you  soon, 

I  am,  my  dear  general,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Forces,  etc. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Jhi 
Pont,  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  prevention  of  plundering. 

Headquarters  EFxpeditionaryJ  C[orps], 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  November  19,  1861. 
Commodore  :  1  thank  you  for  the  police  regulation  in  the  harbor  to 
protect  property  from  marauders.  I  have  endeavored  to  my  utmost 
to  put  a  stop  to  these  depredations,  but  the  large  number  of  vessels 
ill  the  harbor  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  stop  altogether  the 
sending  of  boats  to  the  shores  of  the  different  islands.  Indeed,  I  have 
not  the  means  of  watching  them.  I  think  that  your  regulation  will 
effectually  stop  the  outrages  we  so  much  deplore. 

I  regret  that  you  should  have  been  troubled  with  the  men  on  the 
Great  Bepublic.  Had  the  master  of  the  vessel  informed  me  of  the  facts 
it  would  have  been  attended  to  here.  Your  note  was  the  first  I  had 
heard  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
Flag-Oiiicer  S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Wabash. 
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Report  of  Commander  Oillis,  U.  S.  Namj,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Seminole, 
regarding  a  reconnoissance  1o  Beaufort,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  November  19, 1861. 

Sm :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  last  eveuing,  we  proceeded  in  this 
vessel,  followed  by  the  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammeii,  ard 
the  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commaudiug  Bankhead,  up  the  river  to 
Beaufort,  anchored  oft'  the  town,  aud  at  1  o'clock  p.  ra.  landed  with 
several  armed  boats,  taking  some  marines  to  throw  out  as  pickets 
around  the  approaches  to  the  arsenal,  whilst  we  seached  for  (Jovern- 
inent  stores  and  munitions  of  war;  destroyed  two  heavy  gun  carriages 
with  slides  and  a  number  of  iron  trucks  or  wheels,  bringing  off  a  (luau- 
tity  (if  grape  and  shrapnel. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  has  the  Fresnel  lenses,  by  your 
direction. 

Made  a  reconnoissance  through  and  around  the  town,  which  is  the 
abomination  of  desolation;  gloom  and  sadness  prevail.  From  what  I 
can  learn,  the  ravages  were  commenced  by  the  retreating  Confederates 
from  Bay  Point,  and  the  negroes  have  completed  the  work.  The  stores 
are  stripped  of  their  contents  and  private  dwellings  are  in  the  greatest 
disorder,  furniture  broken,  beds  ripped  open  and  their  feathers  scat- 
tered; in  some  rooms  eider  down  a  foot  or  more  in  depth;  books,  valu- 
able books,  lying  about  in  the  yards  and  streets,  torn  and  mutilated; 
in  the  houses  all  is  disorder  and  destruction. 

On  our  anchoring,  but  one  negro  was  to  be  seen;  after  our  landing 
the  number  of  contrabands  was  estimated  at  300;  a  troop  of  mounted 
men  scoured  the  place  this  moruing  before  our  arrival  and  drove  off 
quite  a  number  of  negroes;  they  shot  two. 

The  following  information  was  given  me  by  an  inteUigent  negro  who 
acts  as  pilot  in  these  waters:  At  Bluff'ton,  a  village  of  400  inhabitants, 
on  May  Eiver,  about  l:i  miles  from  Hilton  Head,  there  is  a  troop  of 
30  horsemen,  a  picket  of  observation. 

At  Hardeeville,  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad,  18  miles 
west  of  Bluff'ton  and  between  there  and  Pocotaligo  Railroad  depot,  20 
miles  farther  west,  there  are  from  12,000  to  14,000  troops,  some  mounted. 
General  Drayton  and  Major  Lee  in  command;  those  from  Hilton  Head 
and  Bay  Point  are  there;  their  numbers  daily  increase;  the  lower  class 
of  whites  are  pressed  into  the  service.  People  of  wealth  at  and  around 
BluHton  are  burning  their  houses,  barns,  etc.;  a  Mr.  Bayuard,  every 
building  on  his  plantation.  The  navigation  to  Bluff'ton  is  represented 
as  intricate  and  dangerous  from  shoals. 

In  the  event  of  occupying  Beaufort,  there  are  two  or  three  places  on 
the  river  bank,  high  ground,  below  the  town  on  which  there  is  timber 
and  thick  undergrowth,  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  cleared. 

Some  of  the  Ehetts  were  in  town  the  morning  of  our  arrival;  they  left 
when  we  hove  in  sight. 

November  20. — Eight  white  men  were  seen  by  the  negroes  this  morn- 
ing in  the  outskirts  of  Beaufort;  troops  are  collecting  in  numbers  at 
Garden's  Corner,  9  miles  from  Beaufort  and  3  from  the  ferry. 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.Inc.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Flag-Oiffcer  S.  P.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Southern  Bloclading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Bay,  S.  C. 
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Letter  froTn  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster- Oeneral  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  regarding  the  forwarding  of  mail  matter  to  the  United  States 
forces  in  Beaufort  and  Port  Royal,  8.  G.       % 

Post-Ofpice  Department,  Appointment  Office, 

November  19,  18G1. 

Sir:  Enquiries  are  made  at  this  Department  as  to  the  facilities  to 
be  afforded  to  the  public  for  sending  letters,  etc.,  to  our  laud  and  naval 
forces  at  Port  Eoyal  and  Beaufort,  S.  C.  I  have  instructed  the  post- 
master of  Philadelphia  to  send  such  letters  to  New  York,  to  be  forwarded 
from  thence  to  their  destination  by  United  States  vessels  sailing  from 
that  port. 

If  no  better  plan  suggests  itself  to  your  mind,  will  you  be  kind  enough 
to  direct  commanders  of  vessels  about  to  sail  for  Port  Eoyal  to  inform 
the  postmaster  of  New  York  of  their  days  of  sailing  and  ports  of  depar- 
ture, so  that  he  may  make  up  bags  of  mail  matter  to  be  sent  by  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

John  A.  Kasson, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster-General.- 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Gurleic,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Port  Royal,  8.  C,  to 

New  Yorh. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Curlew, 
New  Yorlc  Harbor,  November  21, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  my  arrival  at  this 
port,  having  left  Port  Eoyal  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant  in  tow 
of  the  Baltic,  under  orders  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  to  proceed  direct 
to  this  port,  in  order  that  this  vessel  might  reach  home  before  the  expira- 
tion of  her  sixty  days'  trial.  An  uninterrupted  series  of  mishaps  to 
flues  of  boilers  and  tubes  of  condenser,  at  times  under  critical  circum 
stances,  have  demonstrated  the  unsuitableness  of  this  vessel  for  a  war 
vessel.  On  our  first  broadside  on  morning  of  7th  instant  the  condenser 
tubes  gave  way,  flooding  the  condenser  and  necessitating  almost  the 
stoppage  of  engine  to  free  it,  whilst  under  fire  of  the  two  batteries;  also 
I)reventing  us  from  getting  within  reach  of  Tattnall's  scjuadron,  already 
on  their  flight.  Two  days  afterwards  three  flues  began  to  leak,  and 
increased  to  such  an  extent  whilst  endeavoring  to  return  to  Beaufort, 
under  orders  from  the  flagofftcer,  that  we  were  obliged  to  return  and 
anchor  to  repair  them.  From  that  time  until  our  departure  for  home 
we  were  repairing.  The  first  day  out  the  condenser  again  went,  and  we 
ceased  to  use  it.  The  boiler  flues  have  again  shown  signs  of  leaking, 
and  I  believe  had  we  been  left  to  our  own  steam  power,  we  would  have 
failed  in  reaching  our  port.  In  other  respects  the  vessel  is  equal  to  her 
class.  A  portion  of  ber  battery  and  some  ammunition  were  left  for  the 
IsaoA)  Smith.  Other  vessels  also  drew  on  our  magazine  stores. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Acting  lAevtenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washiiigton  City,  1).  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  regarding 
the  reported  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  G. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  21,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
dispatch,  No.  84,  with  the  private  letter  accompanying  it,  signed  John 
S.  Diak. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement  made  by  the  consul- 
general,  who  has  had  much  experience  at  sea  in  the  command  of  vessels, 
in  regard  to  the  carelessness  with  which  the  blockade  ofl'  Charleston 
Harlior  is  kept,  and  the  persistence  of  the  commanders  of  those  vessels 
in  showing  their  lights,  thus  furnishing  to  the  eye  of  a  seaman  knowing 
the  waters  a  sufficient  guide  at  all  times  either  to  go  in  or  come  out  of 
a  harbor. 

Ill  another  dispatch,  No.  81,  the  consul-general  states  that  the  arrivals 
from  blockaded  ports,  particularly  Savannah  and  Gharleston,  are  so 
frequent  that  it  is  becoming  difficult  to  keep  the  run  of  them.  The 
schooner  Robert  Peel  recently  arrived  from  Savannah,  having  made 
her  third  successful  voyage  from  this  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Unofficial  report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
affairs  of  the  blockade. 

[U.  S.  Ship]  Savannah,  November  21, 1861. 

My  Dear  DiT  Pont  :  Rodgers  came  yesterday' and  commenced  his 
work  ill  the  afternoon.  I  gave  what  help  I  could,  and  the  Augusta  to 
accoinjiany  him,  at  his  request,  for  a  consort.  While  at  the  bar  they 
are  in  the  right  place. 

'I'liree  days  ago  I  sent  Parrott  to  look  into  or  about  Wassaw.  He 
found  four  steamers  there,  one  of  them  a  large  white  steamer,  but  with 
no  flag  or  pennants.  They  moved  about  within  the  sound,  watched  by 
the  Augusta  for  souu?  hours,  apparently  without  a  specific  object,  and 
then  departed  up  the  sound,  the  white  boat  leading  and  the  others  fol- 
lowing her  in  man  of- war  order,  but  not  by  signal.  Believing  that  Was- 
saw is  the  jioint  of  departure  as  well  as  of  entrance  of  vessels  while  we 
lie  before  this  port,  I  have  sent  the  Florida  there  to  watch  it,  while  the 
other  two  steamers  are  about  the  bar  and  main  channel. 

Kodgers  told  me  of,  and  gave  me  the  newspaper  announcing,  the 
escajie  of  the  Bermuda  from  S.,  on  the  night  of  the  2d  November,  with 
its  additions  of  braggadocio  about "  preparations  for  a  battle,  etc.,"  but 
my  reports  show  that  i  and  the  Monticello  were  blown  ofi'  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st;  she  broke  down  and  could  not  get  back  till  the  12th, 
when  J  found  the  Augusta  here,  since  the  8th.  The  port  was  therefore 
just  seven  days  unguarded.  I  suppose  it  is  known  to  you  that  String- 
ham  allowed  the  blockade  to  be  abandoned  by  the  St..  Lawrence  for 
want  of  provisions  and  water,  before  sending  this  ship  here,  and  that 
the  Bermuda  entered  on  the  very  day  the  Savannah  left  Hampton 
Roads,  and  not,  as  Goldsborough  said,  while  the  Savannah  was  blown 
off  in  a  violent  gale  of  the  previous  day. 
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I  see,  too,  an  account  of  the  steamer  Theodora,  from  Havana,  23d 
October,  having  ran  into  Savannah  a  tugboat,  formerly  tlie  Gordon.  I 
do  not  believe  she  got  in  before  the  departure  of  this  ship  and  the 
Monticello  unless  it  were  through  Wassaw  Sound,  for  I  was  within  can- 
non range  of  the  bar  and  the  Monticello  playing  around  me,  day  and 
night,  and  both  very  watchful. 

Two  steamers  are  sufficient  to  guard  this  harbor,  and  while  liodgens 
remains  I  shall  spare  one  (the  third)  for  Wassaw  Island,  as  it  is  nearly 
identical  with  Savannah,  convenient  as  it  is  as  a  port  of  entry  for 
steamers  and  schooners. 

I  beg,  however,  that  you  will  look  at  the  chart  and  see  how  easy 
side-wheel  steamers  of  small  draft,  say  of  12  feet,  may,  at  high  water, 
run  over  the  shoals  at  night  to  the  northward  of  this  bar,  and  where 
they  could  not  be  followed  (if  seen  and  not  stopi)ed  by  the  shot)  by  the 
steamers  drawing  14  and  16  feet,  like  the  Augiinta  and  Flag.  Our  coast 
differs  so  materially  from  all  others  that  to  hermetically  seal  it  would 
be  simply  impossible,  as  we  could  that  of  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  for 
instance.  . 

I  have  studied  my  position  and  chances  for  the  best  service.  The 
Augusta  keeps  between  me  and  Wassaw;  the  Florida  between  me  and 
the  southern  channel  of  Port  lioyal,  with  all  attention  of  both  upon 
Savannah,  the  one  moving  toward  me  while  the  other  may  be  moving 
away — as  egress  may  be  attempted — both  vessels  well  inshore  of  me, 
while  this  ship  is  anchored  most  of  the  time  about  10  miles  east  of  the 
light-house  and  abreast  the  main  channel,  ready  to  get  underway  by 
"slipping"  on  the  instant;  either  to  chase  (which  would  be  useless)  or 
to  clear  the  shoals  north  of  me.  A  good  lookout  from  my  tall  mast 
heads  enables  [me]  to  direct  the  steamer's  movements.  Rodgers,  if  he 
remains,  shall  have  charge  of  the  channel  itself  day  and  night,  so  as  to 
carry  out  his  observations,  etc.  All  are  directed  to  show  no  light,  and 
not  to  approach  me  at  night  without  necessity,  and  to  keep  out  of  range 
of  my  guns,  lest  they  should  get  hurt  by  mistake  from  my  gun  deck. 
This  is  the  best  I  can  do,  while  vigilance  is  perfectly  sleepless  day  and 
night.  I  beg  for  any  orders  or  suggestions  which  you  think  will  benefit 
the  duty.  1  can't  keep  underway  and  retain  my  station,  nor  would  it 
be  desirable  for  the  duty,  I  think,  even  if  I  could. 

Shall  you  have  to  contend  with  casemates?  Small  vessels  have  not 
the  necessary  eTidurance.  These  casemates  could  be  soon  starved,  as 
they  have  not  probably  preserved  provisions,  but  that  would  not  suit 
our  people,  whose  cry  is  for  blood,  which,  like  old  Shy  lock,  they  want 
more  than  the  pound  of  flesh.  Would  it  be  impossible  to  land  my 
X-inch  guns?    They  would  make  short  work  of  them  at  000  yards. 

I  desire  to  say  that  I  mounted  guns  on  our  ship  carriages  at  Fort 
Constitution  at  request  of  the  authorities.  Just  as  effectively  as  were 
the  army  carriages  made  for  the  fort.  I  say  this,  as  I  have  heard  that 
the  guns  of  the  Vandalia  had  been  landed  at  Port  Royal.  Apropos  to 
the  use  of  such  light  guns,  let  me  here  tell  yon  that  the  range  of  shell 
from  snch  guns  exceeds  that  of  shot  (round)  one-sixth  at  least,  by 
experiments  determined  by  Colonel  liumtord,  and  the  recoil  and  strain 
much  reduced.    I  have  proved  both  points. 

Yours,  very  truly,  J.  S.  Missroon. 

I  havetoday  by  inspection  Jnst9,000  gallons  of  water,  which  will  last 
27  days,  at  333  a  day.    • 
The  eclat  of  your  success  closes  some  nuilicious  mouths  at  home 
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pretty  effectually.  I  find  I  can  get  this  sbip  witlilii  2  miles  of  ttie  fort 
at,  l'\,  and  that  the  two  X-inch  guns  can  be  used  as  mortars  at  that 
distance.  ■> 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence 
n-ith  Captain  Hancocl;  R.  N.,  commanding  H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite, 
regarding  the  presence  of  that  vessel  off  Port  Royal,  8.  0. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0.,  November  31,  1801. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to    submit,  for  the  consideration  of   the 
Department,  a  correspondence  between  Captain  George  Hancock,  of 
H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite,  and  senior  naval  officer  on  this  coast,  and 
myself,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  enclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosures.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Immoetalit6, 
Port  Royal  Entrance,  November  20, 1861. 

Sir:  Having  been  ordered  to  this  coast  by  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Alex- 
ander Milne,  K.  O.  B.,  commander  in  cliief  of  H.  B.  M.  ships  and  ves- 
sels on  the  North  American  and  West  Indian  command,  I  hasten  to 
place  myself  in  communication  with  you  and  fully  and  frankly  to 
express  the  object  of  my  visit. 

As  you  must  be  aware,  the  movements  of  the  very  formidable  expedi- 
tion under  your  command  have  created  a  general  anxiety  and  alarm 
amongst  the  foreigners  residing  in  those  Southern  cities  and  towns 
where  your  attacks  might  be  expected  to  fall,  and  they  have  loudly 
called  upon  their  respective  governments  to  aflbrd  them  an  asylum  in 
the  event  of  an  attack. 

In  response  to  this  appeal  1  am  on  this  coast,  but  am  instructed  by 
my  commander  in  chief,  who  fully  feels  and  understands  the  difficulties 
and  necessities  of  your  position,  that  I  am  most  carefully  to  abstain 
from  any  act  or  from  any  movement  that  you  may  consider  prejudicial 
to  your  plan  of  operations,  or  likely  in  any  way  to  inconvenience  you 
or  those  under  you.  My  officers  have  been  strictly  prohibited  from 
carrying  any  information,  letters,  papers,  etc.,  from  one  part  of  the 
coast  to  another,  and  they  fully  understand  that  deeply  as  we  all 
lament  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  great  and  kindred  nation,  it 
is  our  duty  to  abstain  from  any  act  or  words  which  may  be  at  variance 
with  that  strict  neutrality  which  her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  proclaim.  In  conclusion,  sir,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  feel 
very  certain  the  lives  and  interests  of  all  British  subjects  falling  within 
the  sphere  of  your  operations,  would,  as  far  as  lay  in  your  power,  be 
most  carefully  and  courteously  protected,  yet  occasions  may  arise  when 
it  would  be  a  convenience  and  assistance  to  you  that  these  cares  should 
be  taken  off  your  hands  and  that  they  should  find  an  asylum  on  board 
a  British  sliip.  Under  these  circumstances  I  trust  that  my  presence 
generally  in  the  neighborhood  of  your  operations  will  not  be  deemed 
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by  you  as  in  any  way  prejudicial  to  those  operations,  but  that  you  will, 
on  the  contrary,  consider  that  I  am  only  affording  that  protection  to 
her  Majesty's  subjects  which  they  may  rightftiUy  expect  and  claim  at 
the  hands  of  her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  Hancock, 
Captain  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  ImmorialiU 
and  Senior  Naval  Officer  on  thin  Coast. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wahash. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Wahash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  21,  H^ai. 

SiB:  1  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  yester- 
day, conceived  and  expressed  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and  courtesy 
which  commands  my  confidence. 

T  fully  understand  the  necessity  that  must  frequently  arise  for  offer 
ing  to  the  foreign  residents  of  States  and  cities  engaged  in  active  war 
the  protection  of  an  armed  vessel  of  their  own  nation.  Such  necessity 
has  occurred  in  my  own  experience  of  foreign  service,  and  I  am  so  far 
from  opposing  the  ofter  of  such  protection  that  1  shall  be  most  happy, 
as  you  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  to  concur  in  it,  and  to  add  my  own 
assistance  to  your  efforts  whenever  it  can  contribute  to  the  security  or 
convenience  of  your  countrymen. 

Accordingly,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  your  presence  gener 
ally  in  the  neighborhood  of  my  operations  will  not  be  regarded  by  me 
as  in  any  manner  unsuitable. 

But  on  account  of  the  liability  to  misinterpretation,  the  unavoidable 
constraint  which  the  constant  presence  of  a  foreign  ship  of  war  in  my 
squadron  would  exercise,  and  for  other  obvious  reasons,  I  would  deem 
it  objectionable  to  be  followed  systematically  in  my  progress  from  point 
to  point. 

I  shall  offer  you  the  highest  proof  of  my  confidence  in  your  senti- 
ments and  of  my  appreciation  of  your  candor  by  making  you  acquainted, 
on  the  eve  of  my  departure  from  this  place,  with  the  next  point  of 
intended  debarkation,  in  order  that  you  may  be  able  to  form  a  judg 
ment  of  the  necessity  for  your  presence  tor  the  purpose  of  affording 
protection  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  G.  Hancock,  E.  N., 

Commanding  H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalitv,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer 
on  the  Coast,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition 
of  the  'vessels  of  his  command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  21, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  day 
after  the  action  of  November  7,  1  dispatched  the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta 
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Goumiaiider  E.  G.  Parrott,  to  Savaniiali,  to  enforce  tbo  blockade  at  that 
port. 

On  the  11th  1  dispatched  the  armed  bark  Geh  of  the  Sea,  Actiug 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  1.  B.  Baxter,  to  Charleston,  directing  him  to 
report  to  Captain  Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna. 

On  the  14th  1  dispatclied  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  Commander  J.  11. 
Goldsborough,  to  assist  in  the  blockade  of  Savannah  and  tiie  ports  to 
the  southward. 

On  the  same  day  I  gave  orders  to  the  Penguin,  Acting  Lieutenant 
T.  A.  Budd,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of  Georgetown,  but  before  his 
departure,  in  consequence  of  a  communication  received  from  Captain 
Lardner,  relating  to  Edisto  and  Bull's  Bay,  I  modified  his  order,  direct- 
ing him  to  report  himself  to  Captain  Lardner,  for  the  purpose,  if 
required,  of  assisting  in  the  blockade  of  Edisto  and  Bull's  Bay. 

On  the  l<Sth  of  November,  after  the  receipt  of  the  telegram  from 
Halifax  relating  to  the  Fingal,  I  dispatched  the  Mohican,  Commander 
S.  W.  Godon,  to  cruise  between  Savannah  and  Eernaudiua  for  the  gen- 
eral purposes  of  blockade  and  particularly  for  the  special  object  of 
intercepting  vessels  bound  from  Great  Britain  to  Savannah  or  any 
other  Southern  port,  and  on  the  19th  I  also  dispatched  the  U.  S.  S. 
Flag,  Commander  John  Rodgers,  to  Savannah. 

The  vessels  now  engaged  in  blockading  in  my  department  are  the 
frigate  Saline,  the  steamer  Susquehanna,  the  steamer  Alabama,  the 
steamer  Penguin,  the  armed  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  the  sloop  Savannah, 
the  steamer  Augusta,  the  steamer  Florida,  the  steamer  Mohican,  the 
steamer  Flmj,  and  the  frigate  St.  Laicrence. 

The  sloop  of  war  Dale,  engaged  in  the  blockade  oft'  the  coast  of  Flor- 
ida, has  come  into  this  port  for  water. 

The  vessels  now  in  this  port  have  been  constantly  employed  in  vari- 
ous expeditions  since  their  repairs,  and  I  purpose  to-morrow  to  make 
an  armed  reconnoissance  of  the  St.  Helena  Sound. 

A  memorandum  just  received  from  Commander  Parrott,  of  the 
Augusta,  &ta,tes  that  Commander  John  Eodgers,in  the  Flag,  is  engaged 
in  sounding  out  and  buoying  the  channel  of  Savannah. 

I  am  looking  hourly  for  the  arrival  of  the  Bienville  with  our  ammuni- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  l>u  PoNi, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


Extract  of  an  official  report  made  by  Colonel  Alfred  H.  Terry,  of  the 
Seventh  Connecticut  Volunteers,  November  2,2, 18U1. 

******* 

I  learned  while  at  Danfuskie  that  the  enemy  have  entirely  aban- 
doned Tybee,  first  destroying  the  fortifications.  I  was  also  told  that 
a  week  ago  last  Sunday  or  Monday  the  British  ship  Fingal  succeeded 
in  running  the  blockade  and  got  into  Savannah.  She  brought  seventy 
rifled  guns,  some  of  them  breech-loaders,  and  a  large  quantity  of  pow- 
der. Our  prisoner  tells  me  that  Port  Jackson,  a  short  time  since, 
mounted  but  four  guns,  but  that  eight   additional  ones   have  quite 
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recently  been  mounted  ujjod  it.     He  states  tbat  the  number  of  troops 
in  and  around  Savannah  is  6,000. 

[Endorsement.] 

November  23,  18C1. 
The  enclosed  extract  of  a  report  is  respectfully  submitted  to  Flag- 
Offlcer  JJu  Pont,  thinking  it  might  be  of  some  interest  to  him. 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  U.  S.  Army,  Hilton  Head,  S.  G. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  violation  of  the  bloclcade  at  Savannah,  Oa.,  and 
Charleston,  S.  (J 

Navy  Department,  November  33, 1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  would  call  your  attention  to  the  continued 
violation  of  the  blockade,  particularly  at  Savannah  and  Charleston,  as 
reported  by  the  agents  of  the  Government  at  the  various  ports  in  the 
West  Indies. 

It  appears  from  these  reports  that  vessels  find  no  difflculty  in  run- 
ning in  and  out  of  those  ports  in  the  night  time,  being  guided  by  the 
lights  of  the  blockading  vessels. 

The  Department  invites  your  serious  consideration  to  this  subject, 
that  steps  may  at  once  be  taken  to  prevent  our  vessels  being  used  as 
light-ships  for  the  succor  of  the  insurgents,  thereby  defeating  the  very 
object  for  which  they  are  intended. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blocltading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 


Letter  from  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Gaptain  Ringgold,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  explaining  the  change  of  destination  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
ordered  to  blockade  duty  off  Georgetown,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  November  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  two  favors  of  November  21  by  schooner 
Shark.  I  regret  to  find  that  my  communication  to  you,  enclosing 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough's  order  placing  the  Sabine  in  my  squadron, 
together  with  a  private  letter  from  me,  all  in  one  envelope,  have  not 
been  received  by  you. 

They  were  originally  put  on  board  the  R.  B.  Forbes,  which  steamer 
I  had  sent  to  give  you  a  tow.  I  felt  sure  Lieutenant  Balch  had  obtained 
these  letters,  for  I  gave  special  directions  about  them. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough's  letter  until 
the  original  be  received. 

t  desire  also  to  explain  what  Captain  Lardner  omitted,  it  seems,  to 
do — how  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  came  to  be  sent  you  by  him. 

I  had  ordered  the  steamer  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd 
to  report  to  you  for  blockading  service  oft'  Georgetown,  but,  just  as  he 
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was  leaving,  I  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Lardner,  saying  that 
Bull's  Bay  and  North  Bdisto  were  now  resorted  to  by  vessels  attempt- 
ing to  run  the  blockade,  since  Charleston  had  beenNeff'ectually  covered; 
and  several  ships  from  Europe  being  expected  with  munitions  of  war, 
that  were  too  large  to  get  into  Georgetown,  I  directed  the  Penguin  to 
report  to  Captain  Lardner  and  for  the  latter  to  send  on  the  Gem  of  the 
Sea  to  you  until  I  could  send  you  a  steamer. 

Your  requisitions  will  be  approved  and  forwarded  by  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Captain  Cadwaladee  Ringgold,  F.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  off  Georgetown,  S.  G. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  blockade  of 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  November  2(>,  1861. 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  Susquehanna  oaA  Alabama  off 
Charleston;  Fengitin  off  Eldisto  and  Stono  Inlet;  Gem  of  the  Sea  was 
sent  to  Bull's  Bay. 

I  believe  these  places  to  be  effectually  blockaded,  but  in  the  event  of 
an  easterly  g^le  the  ships  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  sea.  They  will  pro 
ceed,  however,  as  short  a  distance  as  safety  requires,  and  return  on  the 
first  change.  In  that  time  it  is  possible  for  a  vessel  to  get  to  sea.  I  can 
hear  of  none  likely  to  attempt  it.  The  Nashville  is  at  the  wharf  and  I 
am  informed  without  coal  or  cargo. 
The  Alabama  requires  coal. 

The  schooner  Albion,  of  Nassau,  built  in  Maryland,  under  English 
colors,  with  a  cargo  suitable  for  a  Southern  market,  was  seized  on  the 
2oth  instant  by  the  Penguin  for  attempting  to  run  into  Bdisto.    She 
was  sent  to  Philadelphia*  for  adjudication. 
A  list  of  vessels  boarded  since  the  11th  instant  is  enclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 
Elag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S. 
Penguin,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Albion. 

U.  S,  S.  Penguin, 
Off  North  Edisto,  November  20, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  yesterday  captured  and  sent  to  New 
York  the  schooner  Albion,  after  a  chase  of  one  hour.  She  had  British 
flag  flying — had  been  warned  off  by  the  St.  Laicrence,  and  her  captain 
and  mates  are  from  Savannah,  by  their  own  admission.  By  the  Span- 
ish steamer  [Nuestra  Senora  de]  Regla  I  send  the  crew  and  oiiicers  for 
your  disposal. 

*  Sent  to  New  York. 
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Nothing  has  as  yet  passed  out  of  this  port,  though  when  I  arrived  <iff 
it  two  steamboats  and  schooner  were  visible.  These  have  probably 
passed  around  into  St.  Helena  Sound.  ** 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  a.  Budd, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Ofacer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

One  of  the  officers,  named  Hernandez,  is  said  to  be  a  Savannah  pilot. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  If.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S._ 
Navy,  regarding  condition  of  panic  among  Spanish  inhabitants  of 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  2fi,  18(1]. 
Sib:  The  steam  ferryboat  under  Spanish  colors  for  Havana  came  in 
to  day. 

Her  captain  informs  me  that  his  dispatches  to  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba  from  the  Spanish  consul  at  Charleston  are  to  urge  upon  this 
functionary  to  send  some  men-of  war  immediately  to  Charleston  to 
receive  on  board  the  Spanish  inhabitants  there  domiciled,  who,  with  all 
the  population,  seem  under  a  [)anic,  either  from  apprehension  of  an 
invasion  or  of  a  servile  insurrection,  or  of  both. 

I  enclose  copies  of  a  (jorrespondence*  between  myself  and  Captain 
Hancock,  commanding  H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite,  as  having  some  bearing 
on  this  question  which  you  might  like  to  see. 

While  permitting  vessels  of  war  to  receive  their  countrymen  on  board, 
1  would  watch  narrowly  any  abuse  of  this  privilege  of  neutrals, 
flespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ooldsborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  a  brief  engagement 
nnth  the  enemy  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Navy,  at  mouth  of 
Savannah  River. 

[U,  S.  S.]  Florida, 
Port  Royal,  November  2(i,  [1861] — dp.  m. 
My  Dear  Commodore:  To-day,  about  12  meridian,  Commodore 
Tattnall,  in  the  steamer  J^ver glade  as  his  flagship,  having  a  hulk  of 
about  200  tons  lashed  alongside,  mounting  one  heavy  gun  and  accom- 
panied with  steamers  Resolute  and  Sampson,  weighed  anchor  from  under 
the  guns  of  Fort  Pulaski,  and,  standing  down  a  short  distance  toward 
us,  opened  a  fire  with  the  gun  on  the  hulk,  his  shot  falling  at  least  from 
one-fourth  to  one-half  mile  short.  They  were  directed  toward  the 
Pocahontas.    We  all  returned  his  salutation,  but  the  tiring  from  the 

*See  pp.  357-358. 
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Seneca  and  Pocahontan^s  Xl-inch  was  beautiful.  One  or  two  of  their 
shells  exploded  nearly  over  liiin.  In  a  very  short  time  he  resumed  his 
former  anchorage,  where  1  left  him.  The  8avannd!fi  anchored  inside 
this  morning. 

Sincerely,  yours,  etc.,  J.  E.  Goldsborough. 

Plag-OfBcer  Du  Pont. 

Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  a  brief  engagement  irith 
the  enemy  at  mouth  of  Savannah  River. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 
Near  Tyhee  Island,  Georgia,  November  26, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  passed  the  bar  to  day 
and  came  to  anchor  at  12 :  45  in  a  position  to  operate  efiectively  with 
shell,  in  conjunction  with  all  the  steamers,  upon  Tybee  Island,  and  just 
outside  of  long  range  of  Fort  Pulaski. 

Soon  after  anchoring  this  ship  four  steamers  of  the  enemy,  which  had 
been  several  hours  in  line  of  battle,  seemingly  with  many  troops  on 
board,  the  largest  bearing  the  flag  and  broad  pennant  and  having 
a  scow  of  large  size  with  four  heavy  cannon  and  filled  witii  troops, 
cautiously  approached  us  and  fired  several  ineffectual  shells  and 
shot,  which  were  promptly  returned  by  the  steamers  having  long-range 
cannon,  two  of  their  steamers  only  discharging  their  guns  and  all 
continuing  under  the  protection  of  Pulaski's  cannon. 
They  subsequently  retired  with  troops  up  the  Savannah  Kiver. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-OfiBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  aS.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag,  Commander  Rodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  com- 
manding. 

November  25,  1861.— Tybee  Bay.  At  10 :  25  discovered  a  large  fire  on 
the  north  end  of  Cockspur  Island.  A  steamer  came  down  from  Savan- 
nah to  Fort  Pulaski  to  land  men.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  three  steamers 
were  visible  during  the  watch  opposite  Fort  Pulaski. 

November  26. — At  12 :  20  the  rebel  steamers,  which  had  all  met  abreast 
the  fort,  began  to  move  toward  us.  At  1  beat  to  quarters.  One  of 
them,  bearing  the  Hag  of  a  commodore,  opened  fire  on  us,  which  was 
returned  by  the  squadron.  The  rebel  steamer  fired  six  guns,  and  upon 
the  squadron  advancing  they  retreated  to  their  old  positions  abreast  of 
the  fort. 

Abstract  log  of  the   U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

November  25,  iS6i.— Several  rebel  steamers  running  up  and  down 
inside  the  fort,  apparently  lauding  ordnance  stores  at  Fort  Pulaski. 
At  sundown  five  Confederate  steamers  in  sight  off  Fort  Pulaski. 

November  26. — At  1  p.  m.  three  rebel  steamers  stood  down  toward  us. 
One  had  a  lighter,  filled  with  men,  alongside.  We  beat  to  quarters  and 
exchanged  several  shots,  when  the  rebels  returned  up  river.  At  5:30 
saw  firing  from  a  Federal  battery  on  Hilton  Head  Island. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Ihi  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  ref/arding  a  reconnoissance 

of  Tybee  Island. 

Flagship  Florida, 
Tybee  Roads,  November  27, 1861. 

Ste  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  hoisted  my  flag 
on  board  this  ship  this  morning  and  ran  down  here  to  make  a  personal 
examination  of  the  ground,  bringing  with  me  the  Ottaiva  and  B.  B. 
Forbes. 

I  find  the  island  abandoned  by  the  rebels.  I  landed  with  the  armed 
boats  from  the  ships  of  the  squadron  and  the  marines.  The  light-house 
is  uninjured,  except  that  the  glass  of  the  lantern  is  very  much  broken. 
The  martello  tower  will  require  considerable  repairs  if  occupied  for 
defense.  I  postpone  any  recommendation  upon  the  subject  of  theoccu 
pation  of  the  island  till  after  I  have  conferred  with  General  Sherman. 

P.  S.—  U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  28. 
The  general  commanding  has  decided  to  make  a  complete  reconnois- 
sance of  Tybee  Island,  which  will  take  place  to-morrow  or  next  day, 
after  which  I  shall  be  able  to  speak  more  positively  upon  the  further 
plans  in  respect  to  that  place,  which  in  the  meantime  will  be  held  by 
the  vessels. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  f ram  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  I>u 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  reporting  a  reconnoissance  of  Tybee  Island. 

November  27,  1861. 

Commodore  :  Made  reconnoissance  this  morning  in  direction  of  west- 
ern end  of  island;  fast  land  narrows  to  a  few  yards  in  width  about  IjJ 
miles  west  of  hghfc-house,  where  a  fort  is  (instructed,  but  not  finished. 
Fast  land  then  widens  out  to  a  good  width  and  terminates  in  a  landing 
near  mouth  of  creek  and  apparently  under  fire  of  enemy's  guns  from 
Pulaski. 

Good  road  leading  from  light  house  to  landing  place,  over  which  rebel 
cannon  and  stores  were  transported  back.  Keconnoitered  with  object 
of  drawing  lire  from  Pulaski,  and  found  that  casemate  guns  fall  little 
short  of  shore,  but  barbette  gu7is  explode  shells  on  the  island. 

From  the  fresh  tracks  observed  some  of  enemy  visited  light  house  last 
niglit.  A  few  people  were  seen  on  western  end  of  island,  but  appeared 
to  be  running;  don't  think  the  enemy  has  any  force  on  the  island,  but 
am  not  entirely  sure.  Party  was  not  strong  enough  to  make  it  safe  to 
carry  out  reconnoissance  as  far  as  I  wished. 

The  above  are  all  the  principal  points  discovered. 

Thought  I  would  not  wait  till  your  arrival,  as  it  would  make  my  return 
to  the  Head  [Hilton]  later  than  I  had  anticipated. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  iSUEKMAN. 
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Report  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  holding  of 

Tyhee  Island. 

s 

U.  S.  SHir  Savannah, 
Near  Tyhee  Island,  Georgia,  November  27,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  from  the  best  information 
yet  obtained,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  our  ability  to  hold  Tybee  Island 
with  a  small  military  force  well  intrenched  by  earthworks  and  a  few 
heavy  pieces  of  ordnance  upon  the  martello  tower,  which  is  a  formidable 
stucco  structure,  and  which  should  be  armed  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, to  prevent  its  destruction  and  that  of  the  sheds  and  barracks. 
The  marshes  and  creek  which  border  the  island  on  the  west  side  will 
greatly  add  to  its  means  of  defense  by  a  small  force. 

From  the  western  limits  of  the  island  Fort  Pulaski  may  be  annoyed 
and  probably  rendered  untenable  by  a  bombardment  maintained  from 
six  or  eight  Xlll-inch  mortars  till  such  ordnance  may  be  brought  to 
bear  as  will  effectually  destroy  the  work. 

If  we  do  not  hold  the  island  permanently  with  a  sufficient  force,  and 
the  enemy  have  the  means  of  landing  cannon  and  mounting  several  of 
large  caliber  on  the  tower  under  cover  of  night,  in  spite  of  our  shells 
we  may  find  it  difficult  to  dislodge  him,  and  if  we  fail  to  do  so  this 
anchorage  would  become  untenable.  As  you  have  been  pleased  to  leave 
me  to  the  exercise  of  my  discretion  in  unforeseen  circumstances,  I  shall 
send  a  sufficient  force  of  seamen  and  marines  to  hold  the  tower,  with 
boats  at  hand  to  convey  them,  if  necessary,  to  the  vessel  stationed  to 
receive  them,  while  the  enemy,  in  such  case,  may  be  driven  back  by  the 
shells  of  the  shipping. 

The  island  has  several  buildings  suitable  for  barracks.  There  are 
some  horses  and  cattle  there,  with  abundance  of  water. 

If  the  military  be  not  at  this  juncture  available,  I  would  undertake  to 
fortify  the  island  if  furnished  with  the  necessary  implements  and  mate- 
rials, and  to  hold  it  with  the  crew  and  battery  of  this  ship,  aided  by  500 
marines;  there  would  be  but  little  if  any  loss  in  dismantling  so  unsuit- 
able a  ship  as  this  is  for  blockade  purposes. 

Respectliilly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Missroon, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Trundy,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  barJc  Roebuck. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Charleston  Bar  and  report  to  Captain  J.  L. 
Lardner,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  for  such  blockading  duty  as  he 
may  assign  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  A.  Trundy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  Bark  Roebuck,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Report  of  Commander  Oodon,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  obtained 
from  Confederate  deserters  from  Florida. 

■«   U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Off  Fernandina,  November  28, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  21st  instant,  when  ott'  Brunswick, 
fell  in  with  sailboat  about  13  miles  offshore,  containing  two  men,  who 
reported  themselves  deserters  from  the  rebel  Army  at  St.  Augustine; 
they  passed  through  Matanzas  opening,  about  5  miles  south  of  St. 
Augustine  entrance.  The  boat  is  a  fine  one,  belonged  to  the  Coast 
Survey,  and  now  used  by  Major  Church.  These  men,  one  an  English- 
man, the  other  from  Boston,  state  that  they  were  forced  to  serve  in  the 
rebel  Army.  They  report  that  at  Fernandina  there  are  three  batteries, 
two  on  the  south  side  of  the  entrance  and  one  on  Cumberland  Island, 
mounting  in  all  twelve  guns,  mostly  32-pounders.  The  land  force  con- 
sists of  about  1,300  or  1,400  men,  there  are  two  companies  at  St.  Augus- 
tine and  two  at  Jacksonville;  they  say  they  are  in  want  of  most  articles, 
but  fresh  beef  and  flour  abundant.  To  day  made  a  small  sail  to  the 
south  of  Fernandina,  which  1  at  once  chased,  when  she  slipped  into 
Nassau  entrance.  I  was  about  4  miles  from  her  when  she  got  inside. 
With  a  small  steamer  stationed  at  Nassau,  or  ott'  the  St.  John's  Eiver, 
I  could  prevent  anything  entering  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  could 
have  caught  this  small  craft. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   W.   GOBON, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  ToNT, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  to  perform  blockade  duty 
off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  November  29,  1861. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  ordei-  you  will  proceed  to  Charleston  Bar 
and  report  yourself  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Susque- 
hanna, for  blockading  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  J.  E.  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G. 


Order  of  Flag-Officsr  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  forwarding  list  of  suspected  ves- 
sels and  assigning  his  station  for  blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  November  2!>,  18(11. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  list*  of  vessels  susi)ected  of  intending  to  run  the 
blockade,  and  in  tliat  list  is  mentioned  the  iron  screw  steamer  Oladia- 
iiir,  wlilcli  was  expected  to  sail  from  London  about  tlie  (itli  of  Novem- 
ber, loaded  witli  munitions  of  war. 

*  See  list  iu  Series  I,  vol.  6,  j).  147. 
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You  will  therefore  proceed  to  sea  with  all  possible  dispatch  and 
cruise  between  the  Savannah  station  and  Fernandina,  looking  in  at  all 
the  intermediate  places,  without  going  quite  in  sight  of  Fernandina. 

On  your  way  please  communicate  with  Commander  Missroon  and 
deliver  the  enclosed  list  directed  to  him  and  showing  him  their  orders, 
receiving  from  hini  any  suggestions  as  to  the  probable  best  points  of 
intercepting  the  Gladiator. 

Please  also  to  endeavor  to  fall  in  with  Commander  Godon,  of  the 
Mohican,  supplying  him  also  with  a  copy  of  the  new  list  of  vessels, 
especially  calling  his  attention  to  the  Oladiator. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gtllis, 

U.  S.  8.  Seminole,  Port  lioyal  Harbor. 


Letter  of  Captain  Saxton,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Brif/adier- General  Sherman, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  appearance  of  a  Confederate  gunboat  near 
Fort  Eoyal,  8.  C. 

Quaktbemaster's  Office,  November  30, 1861. 
Captain  :  I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  a  rumor  prevails  in 
camp  that  I  believe  to  be  true,  that  the  steamer  Winfield  Scott  was 
driven  back  from  her  intended  trip  to  Beaufort  yesterday  by  a  rebel 
jzunboat.  No.  person  who  was  sent  up  on  the  above-named  steamer  has 
made  any  report  to  me  ofBcially  or  otherwise,  but  I  am  informed  that  a 
I  ebel  boat  sailed  out  of  a  creek  and  drove  our  boat  back.  I  understand 
Irom  the  Navy  that  four  gunboats  were  sent  to  Beaufort  yesterday  in 
advance  of  the  Winfield  Scott.  I  also  understand  that  the  Scott  has 
gone  up  to  Beaufort  this  morning.  I  gave  her  no  order  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  Saxton. 
'Captain,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Quartermaster. 
Captain  L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Endorsement] 

November  30,  1861 . 
This  communication  being  entirely  incomprehensible  to  me,  inas- 
much as  no  reports  have  been  made  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
troops  on  board  the  Scott,  I  respectfully  refer  it  to  Commodore  Du 
Pont  and  ask  him  if  he  knows  anything  about  the  matter. 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  provisions  for  the  safety  of  the  army 
steamer  Winfield  Scott. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  30,  1801. 
General  :    Having  submitted  to  me  a  communication  from  the  quar- 
termaster of  the  forces  to  your  adjutant-general,  and  asking  for  infor- 
mation on  the  matter,  I  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  following: 
In  pursuance  of  our  conversation  and  understanding  in  relation  to 
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tLe  steamer  Winfield  Scotfs  going  to  Beaufort  for  iron  and  lumber  to 
complete  the  wharf,  I  ordered  three  of  the  gunboats  of  my  squadron  to  be 
in  readiness  yesterday  morning  at  8  o'clock  to  accompany  and  protect 
her.  The  gunboats  waited  until  10  o'clock,  when  they  were  ordered  to 
go  up  the  river  and  precede  the  steamer,  which  I  presumed  would  fol- 
low immediately,  though  it  appears  she  did  not  leave  the  anchorage 
until  much  later  in  the  day. 

Last  evening  about  dark  Colonel  Serrell,  with  two  other  persons, 
came  into  my  cabin  and  informed  me  that  he  had  returmed  in  the  W in- 
field Scott  from  Beaufort  Eiver,  in  consequence  of  seeing  a  rebel  steamer 
in  the  creek  leading  from  Morgan  Eiver,  and  asked  me  for  the  protec- 
tion of  a  gunboat. 

I  sent  an  officer  with  him  to  the  gunboat  Pembina,  with  directions  to 
her  commander,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  to  keep  company 
with  the  Winfield  Scott,  and  I  left  the  time  of  lier  departure  (whether 
last  evening  or  this  morning)  to  be  arranged  between  Colonel  Serrell 
and  Captain  Bankhead. 

The  three  vessels  that  went  to  Beaufort  yesterday  morning  returned 
last  evening.  They  did  not  see  the  rebel  steamer  reported  by  Colonel 
Serrell. 

T  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  submit  to  you  that  when  the  army 
transports  or  their  boats  have  occasion  to  go  into  the  interior  waters, 
I  should  be  informed  of  their  intention  at  the  very  time  of  going,  other- 
wise it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  provide  for  their  safety,  which  I  am 
always  ready  and  willing  to  do,  for  you  are  aware,  my  dear  general, 
there  is  a  great  responsibility  involved  in  this  matter,  and  that  you  and 
I  will  hear  of  transports  and  men  being  cut  oft"  if  this  precaution  be  not 
observed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieot  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 

Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Forces,  etc.,  Hilton  Head. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,    TJ.  S.  Army,  to   Flag- Officer 
Du  Font,  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  army  steamer  Winfield  Scott. 

Hbabquabtees, 
[Hilton  Head,  S.  6\],  November  30,  1801. 
Commodore:  Your  favor  of  this  date  is  received,  and  you  have 
relieved  me  of  a  great  deal  of  anxiety.  Colonel  Serrell  should  have 
informed  me  also  of  the  fact  of  his  being  driven  back,  which,  by  the 
way,  I  very  much  doubt  that  he  was.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  no 
steamboats  can  get  through  the  creek  from  Morgan  iiiver. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  you  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  understanding  of 
the  time  when  transports  are  to  leave  for  Beaufort,  and  the  Winfield 
Srott  was  ordered  to  follow  immediately  after  your  gunboats,  and  the 
reason  she  did  not  is  owing  to  that  want  of  promptitude  and  discipline 
which  to  my  infinite  sorrow  and  perplexity  pervades  our  volunteer 
service. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Flag-Otlicer  S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Vommanding,  etc.,  Wabash. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 
V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  army  reconnoissance  of  Tybee  Island. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  30,  1861. 
Sir:    Your  several  communications  have  been  received.    I  have 
delayed  writing  to  you  until  General  Sherman  has  come  to  a  determi- 
nation as  to  the  occupation  of  Tybee.    He  intends  to  make  an  armed 
reconnoissance  in  force  and  I  will  await  the  result. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Department  with  a  copy  of  a 
general  order. 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Dtt  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  Misseoon, 

U.  (b'.  Ship  Savannah,  off  Savannah. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  E.  J.  Waterman,  November  30, 1861. 
Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  3, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  dispatch  from 
the  Department  of  February  20,  desiring  me  to  report  the  circum- 
stances of  the  capture  of  the  E.  J.  Waterman. 

I  supposed  that  I  had  done  so,  but  in  looking  over  my  records  I  find 
very  little  reference  to  her. 

The  schooner  lan  on  shore  on  Tybee  Island  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th  of  November  last  and  part  of  her  crew  escaped,  but  the  captain, 
cook,  and  mate  remained  on  board.  Commander  Missroon,  who  was 
then  blockading  at  Tybee  Eoads,  succeeded  in  getting  her  off,  though 
her  cargo  of  coffee  was  most  seriously  damaged  and  many  of  the  cigars 
abstracted.    A  secession  Hag  was  found  on  board,  but  no  papers. 

On  my  files  is  a  letter  from  Commander  Missroou,  dated  December 
7,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  lie  had  concluded  to  send  her  to  Phila- 
delphia, but  whether  he  did  so,  or  what  became  of  her,  I  can  not  at  this 
moment  recollect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantip  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Beport  of  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 
Near  Tybee,  November  30,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  small  schooner  belonging  to 
Charleston,  S.  C,  under  a  secession  flag,  from  Havana,  bound  to  South 
Edisto,  S.  C,  ran  upon  Tybee  Island  soon  after  daylight  this  morning, 
n  w  r — VOL  12 24 
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doubtless  supposing  tbe  island  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  She  is  laden 
with  coifee  (179  bags)  and  other  articles.  I  am  unable  as  yet  to  give 
other  particulars.  The  captain,  mate,  and  cook  are  in  our  hands,  and 
three  of  her  crew  have  escaped  and  are  yet  on  Tybee.  I  am  endeavor- 
ing to  get  the  vessel  off,  which  is  doubtful. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  report  that  the  prevailing  westwardly  winds 
have  so  operated  niion  the  waters  of  this  bay  as  to  leave  this  ship 
aground  about  forty  minutes  at  the  end  of  each  ebb  tide.  I  am  now 
sounding  for  a  better  position,  but  so  far  without  success.  So  long  as 
we  have  smooth  water  she  may  hold  even  this  position  without  injury 
(apart  from  the  helplessness  of  the  ship  while  so  aground),  but  should 
a  southeast  gale  bring  in  a  heavy  sea  her  situation  will  be  extremely 
critical. 

I  enclose  requisitions  from  this  and  the  other  vessels  present,  and 
earnestly  request  that  XI  inch  shells  for  the  iSeneca  may  be  furnished 
Avith  dispatch,  as  she  has  but  twenty-one  now  on  board;  and  also  some 
fuzes  for  the  Pocahontas,  of  which  she  is  much  in  need. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MiSSROON, 

Commander. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Enclosed  is  a  reconnoissance*  of  Tybee,  made  by  an  intelligent  (engi- 
neer) officer  of  the  Flag,  who  has  some  military  experience. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Uiasroon,  V.  S.  navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  ship  Savannah. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 
Near  Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir:  The  prize  schooner  E.  J.  Waterman,  owned  in  Charleston,  S.  C, 
was  captured  ashore  on  Tybee  Island  on  the  30th  November,  1861,  and 
I  have  placed  her  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Henry  B.  Carter,  of  this 
ship,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  to  report  him- 
self to  the  De))artment. 

The  captain  and  mate  are  now  prisoners  on  board  the  prize,  and  sent 
home  as  witnesses.  Two  others  of  the  crew  have  been  delivered  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  and  five  of  the  crew  have  escaped  to  the  woods,  and 
as  yet  have  not  been  recovered. 

Accompanying  this  letter  are  the  lists  of  officers  and  crews  of  the 
ships  making  the  capture,  viz,  U.  S.  Sfhip]  Savannah,  U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  U.  S.  S.  Seneca,  and  U.  S.  S. 
Seminole.  The  list  of  oflicers  and  crew  of  latter  vessel  shall  be  sent 
hereafter. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MiSSROON, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  ]).  G. 


'  Not  louud. 
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Letter  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman^  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  readiness  of  army  forces  for  further 
operations.  ^ 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Hilton  Read,  S.  C,  November  30, 1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  vessels  intended  for  the  second  part  of  our  expedi- 
tion are  loaded  and  prepared  for  dei)arture.  The  troops  intended  for 
that  division  are  on  shore  and  consuming  the  stores  calculated  only  for 
those  of  the  first  division,  and  the  consequence  is  that  we  shall  soon  be 
getting  short  of  si  pplies  here  unless  we  unload  the  vessels  intended 
for  another  place,  or  unless,  which  is  not  certain,  supplies  soon  arrive 
from  New  York.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  for  me  to  be  very  certain 
at  what  time  we  can  leave  in  order  that  proper  arrangements  can  be 
made  in  regard  to  our  supplies.  Can  you  inform  me  when  you  will  be 
ready,  and  if  some  day  can  be  set !  I  think  we  can  manage  the  affair 
of  supplies  without  much  difficulty. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag  OfScer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Naval  Force. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Sher- 
man, U.  8.  Army,  making  enquiry  regarding  occupation  of  Tybee  and 
Otter  islands. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  1,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  T  am  only  waiting  to  distribute  the  ammunition  that 
came  out  in  the  Bienville,  when  I  shall  be  ready  for  our  next  expedition. 
I  will  let  you  know  in  good  time. 

What  are  your  intentions  as  to  the  occupation  of  Tybee  and  Otter 
islands'?  Please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible,  for  I  must  be  gov- 
erned iu  part  by  your  decision. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  etc.,  Hilton  Head,  8.  C. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Augusta,  to  proceed  to  blockade 
duty  off  Charleston,  8.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  December  1,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Florida  having  broken  down,  and  th^  Alabama  not  having 
coal,  you  will  please  proceed  at  once  to  Charleston   Bar  and  re])ort 
yourself  to  Captain  Ijardner  for  blockading  duty,  showing  these  orders 
to  Commander  Missroon. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott.  U.  S.  Navy. 

V.  8.  8.  Augusta,  off  Savannah. 
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Capture  of  the  sloop  Lida,  December  1,  1864. 
Eeport  of  Flag-Offioer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  16,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  sloop  TAda 
was  captured  off  St.  Simon's  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  laden  with  coffee, 
cigars,  etc.,  and  brought  into  this  port. 

I  appointed  a  board  of  officers  to  appraise  the  value  of  the  sloop  and 
her  cargo,  directing  them  also  to  examine  into  the  seaworthiness  of  the 
vessel. 

A  copy  of  my  order  and  the  report  of  the  board  are  enclosed,  apprais- 
ing the  value  of  the  sloop  and  her  cargo  and  condemning  her  as  unsea- 
worthy. 

I  have  shipped  the  cargo  ou  board  the  brig  Ellen  F.  Stewart,  A.  H. 
Cain,  master,  bound  to  Philadelphia  (as  per  triplicate  bill  of  lading 
enclosed),  forwarding  by  the  vessel  the  papers,  books,  charts,  flag  taken 
on  the  Lida,  with  a  statement  from  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole, 
of  the  particulars  of  her  capture,  to  the  Hon.  John  Cadwalader,  U.  S. 
district  judge,  in  Philadelphia. 

In  consequence  of  the  prize  not  going  north,  the  witnesses  were  sent 
to  New  York  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut. 

Will  the  Department  be  pleased  to  give  orders  that  they  be  not  dis- 
charged until  the  prize  is  adjudicated? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


BepoTt  of  Commander  Gillis,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
At  Sea,  off  St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia,  December  1,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  1  proceeded  to  sea  with  this 
vessel  ou  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  ultimo;  communicated  ou  the  morn- 
ing of  the  30th  with  Commander  Missroon,  of  the  Savannah,  lying  at 
the  anchorage  off  Tybee  Island  light-house,  and  was  informed  by  him 
that  ou  the  lower  end  of  the  third  island  southwesterly  from  and  includ- 
ing Tybee  there  was  a  battery  of  three  guns,  and  at  Wassaw  Island  a 
battery  of  two  or  three  guns;  stood  on  toward  entrance  at  Wassaw 
Island,  endeavoring  to  make  a  good  observation  until  our  soundings 
gave  us  3  fathoms,  then  stood  out  and  alongshore  course,  judging 
we  were  sufficiently  off  to  clear  all  danger,  when,  after  running  thus  a 
short  time,  the  ship  struck  two  or  three  times;  immediately  backed  tlie 
engines,  hauled  down  and  brailed  up  fore  and  alt  sail,  sounding  at 
same  time  fore  and  aft;  we  had  9  feet  under  the  bows  and  3  fathoms 
amidships  and  astern ;  backed  off,  using  jib  and  spanker  as  wind  suited 
to  pay  her  head  rapidly  around ;  we  got  off'  this  bluff'  spit  liead  and  ran 
into  (>  fathoms  water,  regretting  much  our  pilot  liad  been  taken  from 
us,  as  it  is  unsafe  to  make  a  close  reconnoissance  along  this  coast  where 
you  sometimes  jump  the  ship  ashore  from  8,  5,  and  3  fathoms  water. 

We  then  steered  toward  Ossabaw  Island,  (liscovered  a  Confederate 
(small)  steamer  with  flag  flying  passing  along  inside  southerly;  we 
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then  ap]iroached  Sapelo  Bay  [Sound],  off'  whicli  we  anchored  for  the 
night;  got  underway  at  daylight  and  stood  in  along  tiie  coast  to  4J 
fathoms;  there  being  appearances  of  shoal  watei"  around,  edged  off 
into  G  fathoms,  bottom  lumpy,  lead  giving  from  6  to  4|,  5,  etc. ;  drawing 
in  toward  Doboy  Sound,  a  large,  red  buoy  seen  on  Northern  Spit  of 
entrance,  and  a  Confederate  flag  tlying  on  a  high  staff'  at  southwestern 
end  ot  Sapelo  Island;  a  battery  or  houses,  and  a  small  schooner  and 
smoke  of  a  steamer  were  seen  inside. 

Stood  off'  to  the  southward  and  eastward  in  search  of  the  frigate-  St. 
Laicrence;  discovered  and  stood  lor  her.  At  2  p.  m.  communicated 
with  Captain  Purviauce  in  obedience  to  your  order,  then  stood  inshore 
toward  St,  Simon's  Sound.  Fell  in  with  sloop  Lida,  from  Havana,  and 
said  to  be  bound  to  Halifax — cargo,  coffee,  lead,  and  sugars;  her  papers 
being  irregular,  and  other  suspicious  indications,*  concluded  to  tow  her 
to  Savannah,  as  I  am  informed  a  rebel  steamer  ran  out  several  times 
during  the  St.  Lauirence's  stay  here,  possibly  for  the  purjjose  of  towing 
in  small  vessels  bound  to  their  ports;  will  request  the  commanding 
officer  at  Savannah  Kiver  to  send  her  to  Port  Eoyal  Bay  for  your 
decision.  I  fear  the  Gladiator  has  gone  into  Darien,  as  the  St.  Laicrence 
reports  having  chased  a  propeller,  bark  rigged  and  black  hull,  in  there 
on  the  29th  ultimo.  We  will  return  to  St.  Simon's,  and  thence  south  as 
directed. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 

Commander. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Gomdg.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Eoyal  Bay. 


Eeport  of  a  board  of  survey. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  December  4,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  a  copy  of  which  is 
hereto  attached,  we,  the  surveying  officers  therein  appointed,  have  to 
report  as  follows : 

That  having  carfully  examined  the  prize  sloop  Lida,  now  lying  in 
this  harbor,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  other  furniture,  we  do  appraise 
the  same  at  the  gross  sum  of  $450. 

Also  that  the  size  and  condition  of  the  said  sloop  precludes  the  pos- 
sibility of  sending  her  to  the  northward  at  this  season  of  the  year  with 
any  reasonable  chance  for  her  safety. 

We  also  report  that  the  cargo  of  the  said  sloop  is  as  follows: 

Pounds. 

30  baRH  coffee,  marked  S.  S.  C,  weifthinft  155  pounds  each it'oaa 

76  bugs  coffee,  marked  K.  l'\,  weiKhiiig  188  pounds  each 7  Vqp 

22  bags  coffee,  marked  P.,  weighing  188  pounds  each .    *,  1^ 

17  bags  coffee,  no  mark,  weighing  150  pounds  each „'  co? 

16  bags  coffee,  marked  V.  &  C,  weighing  164  pounds  each AbM 

161  bags,  weighing  27,198  pounds,  at  12  cents ^^'^f'cn 

2  cases  of  shoe  thread,  valued  at «!' nn 

4  packages  leather,  24  sides,  valued  at Sq'nn 

10  packages  liucklcs,  4  gross,  valued  at if  net 

1  case  conlaiuing  18  bottles  quinine,  valued  at aniyn 

33  boxes  cigars,  valued  at ....^...^  ""■  "" 

«  Permit  me  to  refer  you  to  aectiou  7,  pages  118  and  149,  Keut'.s  Com.iientaries. 
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8, 000  pounds  lead,  596  pigs  and  5  rolls,  at  6  cents $480.00 

1  case  preserves 10.  00 

Total  value  of  cargo > 4, 239.  52 

Value  cargo 4,239.52 

Value  sloop  and  tackle 450.00 

Total,  ship  and  caf go 4,  689.  52 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sabmitted. 

John  S.  Baenes, 

Acting  Lieutenant. 
W.  H.  West, 

Acting  Master. 
Wm.  Wallace  Goodwin, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 


Correspondence  relative  to  the  Spanish  steamer  Nuestra  Senora  de  Begla, 
seized  December  1,  1861,  for  violation  of  neutrality,  and  passenger 
Emilio  Puiz. 

Lettei  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  that  they  be  sent 
to  New  York  for  judicial  proceedings. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  December  10,  lisoi. 
SiK:  I  have  the  houor  to  request  that  Captain  Du  Pout  may  be 
directed  to  send  to  New  York  for  Judicial  proceedings  the  Spanish 
steamer  Nuesti-a  Seiiora  de  Regla,  and  Emilio  Puiz,  a  Spanish  subject 
found  on  board  that  vessel,  which  was  recently  seized  at  Port  Royal 
by  Brigadier  General  Sherman  for  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  the  law  of  nations.  General  Sherman  will  be  instructed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  transfer  the  said  vessel  and  person  to  Captain 
Du  Pont  for  the  purpose  named. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Tlag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  send  them  to 

New  York. 

Navy  DeparTxMen  r,  December  11,  1801. 
Sir:  Tou  will  please  send  to  New  York  for  judicial  proceedings  the 
Spanish  steamer  Nuestra  Senora  de  Regla  and  Emilio  Puiz,  a  Spanish 
subject  found  on  board  that  vessel,  which  was  recently  seized  at  Port 
Royal  by  Brigadier-Cieneral  Sherman  for  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  the  laws  of  nations. 

General  Sherman  will  be  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
transfer  the  said  vessel  and  person  to  you  for  this  purpose. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  pro- 
posed constitution  of  a  court  at  Port  Boyal,  S.  C. 

Department^  OP  State, 

Washington,  December  13,  1861. 
General  :  Au  examination  of  the  papers  taken  on  board  the  steamer 
Nvestra  SeTiora  de  liegla  has  been  prosecuted  far  enough  to  remove  all 
doubt  that  the  vessel  ought  to  be  forfeited,  and  that  Emilio  Tuiz  ought 
to  be  detained  for  abusing  his  privileges  as  a  foieignor  to  violate  the 
militiiry  regulations  of  the  United  States  and  the  blockade  You  will 
detain  both  the  vessel  and  the  said  Emilio  Puiz.  You  will  also  detain 
the  crew  for  witnesses  on  the  preexamination.  We  will  very  soon  pro 
vide  for  constituting  a  court  at  Port  Eoyal  adequate  to  try  the  subject 
there. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Sevtakd. 
Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Shebman, 

Port  Royal,  <S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  requesting  the  transfer  of  the 
steamer  to  the  naval  authorities  at  Fort  Soyal,  S.  C. 

Department  of  State, 

Washinpton,  December  18,  18ft1. 
Sir:  It  now  being  understood  that  it  has  been  determined  to  be 
inexpedient  to  establish  a  i)rize  court  at  Port  Koyal,  in  South  Carolina, 
I  will  thank  you  again  to  direct  General  Sherman  to  transfer  to  the 
naval  authorities  there  the  Spanish  vessel  Nnestra  Seiiora  de  Kegla,  and 
any  others  which  may  have  been  taken  by  the  military  authorities,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  carried  to  New  York  for  trial. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Endorsement  1.] 

War  Department,  December  18,  18(;i. 
The  necessary  orders  will  be  given  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Adjutant-General  Thomas. 

^Endorsement  2.] 

Copy  respectfully  furnished  P>rigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman,  who 
will  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  within 
ex|)ressed. 

By  command  of  TSFajor  General  McClellan: 

L.  Thomas, 

A  djutant-  General. 

[Endorsement  3.] 

January  17,  1862. 

Eespectfully  furnished  to  Commodore  Du  Pont.  T  am  ready  to  turn 
over  the  steamboat  and  crew,  with  Emilio  Puiz,  to  the  commodore  at 
any  moment. 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Jiriyadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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BepoTt  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sher- 
man, U.  S.  Army,  regarding  discrepancy  in  orders. 

Fijagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  J/arbor,  S.  C,  December  30,  1861. 
SiE:  After  the  receipt  of  your  dispatcli  of  December  11,  directing 
me  to  send  the  Spanish  steamer  Nuestru  Senora  de  Regla  and  Emilio 
Puiz  to  New  York  for  judicial  proceedings,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  enclosing  a  copy  of  your  communication.  I  send  here- 
with a  copy  of  his  reply. 

Itespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dtj  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa/ihinfifou. 

[Enclosure] 

Headquaii'I'bks  Expeditionaet  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  December  28,  1861. 
Commodore:  Your  letter  and  enclosure  of  yesterday  were  duly 
received.    There  seems  to  be  some  raistalie  somewhere.    The  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  December  13,  directs 
me  to  detain  the  vessel  here. 

Yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Briqadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommanding  Bloclcading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  transfer  of  the  steamer  to  the  naval  authoritieB. 

Navy  Department,  January  39, 1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  an  order  that  has  been  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  transfer  of  the  Spanish  vessel  Nuestra 
Senora  de  Regla  to  the  naval  authorities  jit  Port  Royal. 

When  the  transfer  shall  have  been  made  yon  will  send  the  vessel  to 
New  York  for  adjudication. 

The  Department  has  received  information  tliat  the  schooner  Kate 
Hale,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  left  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  2r)th 
instant,  for  Charleston,  loaded  with  powder,  lead,  lisli,  etc.  She  is 
about  150  tons  register. 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  with  enclosures,  in  reliUion  to  the 
Grusader,  has  been  received ;  also  one  of  same  date  and  one  of  the  19th 
instant    acknowledging  dispatches,   and    one   of  the   l!tth    reporting 
departure  of  the  second  division  of  the  stone  fleet. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

Gideon  Wellks. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blocl-ading  St/uadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

[I-^nuloMurc] 

War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  January  2d,  1862. 
The  Secretary  of  State  having  requested  thisDei)artmentto  transfer 
the  Spanish  \essel  X^iestra  Senora  dc  Regla,  seized  at  Port  Royal  by 
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General  Sherman  for  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
naval  authorities  at  the  place  of  capture,  tliat  the  vessel  may  be  sent 
to  New  York  for  adjudication,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  general 
commanding  at  Port  lioyal  transfer  the  said  vessel  to  the  naval  author- 
ities of  the  Dnited  States  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and 
that  he  report  his  actioi!  in  the  matter  to  this  Department. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  tl.  S.  Army,  to  send  the  steamer 
to  New  York  for  adjudication. 

War  Dbpaktment, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  April  3,  ISO'S. 
General:  Vou  are  directed  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  to  send 
the  Spanish  steamer  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  Eegla  to  New  York.     This  order 
you  will  regard  as  peremptory  and  to  be  executed  witliout  delay. 

If,  when  this  order  reaches  you,  General  Hunter  shall  have  assumed 
command,  you  will  transmit  it  to  him  to  be  executed. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Or  the  Officer  Gommandinf/  at  Port  Royal. 

*  [Endorsomcnt  ].] 

April  11, 1862. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Hunter. 

The  steamer  Serwra,  de  lieyla  was  seized  by  me  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber last  for  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws,  with  all  her  crew  and  a 
passenger  named  Emilio  Piiiz.  The  case  was  immediately  reported  to 
the  War  De])artment  and  a  mail  taken  from  her  sent  to  Washington  at 
the  SHme  time.  The  Secretary  of  State  instructed  me  to  detain  her 
and  her  crew,  with  Emilio  Puiz,  at  Port  Koyal,  with  a  view  of  liaving 
the  case  investigated  at  that  x>lace.  These  instructions  are  on  file  at 
Port  Koyal.  Subsequent  instructions,  however,  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  Secretary  of  War  directed  this  steamer,  crew,  and  Emilio 
Puiz  to  be  turned  over  to  FlagOfiBcer  Du  Pont,  whichwasdone  promptly, 
and,  I  think,  about  the  1st  of  February  last.  The  instructions,  how- 
ever, arc  all  on  file  in  the  adjutant-general's  office  at  Port  Eoyal,  as 
well  as  the  official  letter  of  the  provost-marshal  at  Hilton  Head,  certi- 
fying to  the  fact.  The  steamer  has  ever  since  been  anchored  under  the 
guns  of  the  naval  fleet  at  Port  Koyal,  and  in  the  exclusive  charge  of 
Flag-OflBcer  Du  Pont.  She  was  there  on  the  4th  April,  when  1  left 
Port  Koyal.  It  is  therefore  to  be  understood  that  I  have  had  no  con- 
trol over  this  vessel  and  crew  since  they  were  surrendered  to  the  flag- 
officer  by  the  orders  received  from  Washington. 

T.  W.  Sherman. 

[Endorsement  2.] 

Headquaetbrs  Department  of  the  Sotjth, 

Hilton  Head,  A-pril  19,  1862. 
Most  respectfully   referred  to   Flag-Oflicer   Du  Pont,  commanding 
blockading  squadron. 

D.  Hunter, 
Major-Gentiral,  Commanding. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Mills,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to 
New  York  in  command  of  the  Spanish  steamer. 

T*LAGSHip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  29,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  tbe  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  Regla  uuder 
your  command,  in  tow  of  tbe  steamer  Empire  City,  to  New  York  and 
report  first  to  the  commaudaut  of  tbe  7iavy  j^ard  aud  as  soon  after  as 
possible  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  by  letter,  informing- 
nim  of  your  arrival  with  tbe  steamer. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Acting  Master  W.  A.  Mills, 

JS^uestra  iSenora  de  Regla. 


Report  of  Commander  Missroon,    U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for 
holding  Tyhee  Island. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 
Near  Tyhee  Island,  Georgia,  December  3,  1861. 

SiE:  I  have  to  report  that  tbe  five  persons  who  gained  tbe  woods  at 
Tybee  Island  from  the  schooner  E.  Waterman  on  the  30th  ultimo  have 
not  been  taken,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  have  escaped  by  swimming 
to  the  'n&ii.t  island,  on  which  the  late  reconnoissance  shows  that  soldiers 
were  quartered. 

Tbe  guard  named  by  you  on  your  late  visit  to  this  place  (of  50  men) 
has  beeu  sent  to  bold  the  islantl  by  day,  and  has  been  withdrawn  after 
dusk  in  tbe  evening  (so  that  its  departure  might  not  be  observed  by  the 
enemy)  until  to-day,  when  its  debarkation  was  prevented  by  tbe  surf. 
It  will  be  renewed  tomorrow,  if  possible. 

That  the  enemy  will  be  informed  of  the  withdrawal  of  our  men  at 
night,  of  their  numbers,  of  the  loose  habits  of  tbe  seamen  as  a  shore 
guard  (almost  impossible  to  be  corrected,  situated  as  we  are  here),  and 
of  the  time  of  landing,  etc.,  by  tbe  escaped  crew  of  tbe  i)rize,  there  can 
be  no  doubt. 

The  same  dense  foliage  of  the  island  that  hid  tbe  prize  crew  would 
afford  ample  cover  for  several  companies  of  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy, 
whose  single  discharge  at  our  boats  would  effect  tbe  most  deadly  results, 
while  they  would  be  hidden  from  view  of  tlie  shipi»ing  quite  as  soon 
as  the  guns  could  be  trained.  The  peculiar  form  and  location  of  these 
sand  hills  and  the  dense  undergrowth  afford  the  most  perfect  protec- 
tion for  making  such  an  assault,  and  I  am  daily  expecting  it,  while 
guarding  so  far  as  I  can  against  it. 

The  enemy,  by  retiring  to  the  center  of  the  island,  would  possess  it 
thence  to  the  southwest  extremity,  as  our  shells  could  bo  thrown  but 
little  beyond  its  center.  It  is  estimated  that  about  700  troops  have  been 
thrown  into  Fort  Pulaski  since  the  28th  November,  as  observed  from 
the  ship. 

If  the  possession  of  the  island  would  be  considered  by  you,  sir,  as 
sufficiently  indicated  by  the  landing  of  a  laiger  body  of  men  less  fre- 
quently, say  once  in  three  or  four  days  (previously  throwing  some  shells 
to  clear  the  woods  of  any  occu])ants),  1  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  it 
as  a  substitute  for  our  present  ])ractice,  which,  at  this  season,  may  not 
be  always  practicable,  owing  to  weather  and  the  surf. 
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The  health  of  those  engaged  in  these  frequent  landings  (always  becom- 
ing wet  several  times  in  the  day)  is  beginning  to  suffer  therefrom,  to 
avoid  which  was  one  of  my  reasons  for  advocating>a  permanent  occupa- 
tion of  the  island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MiSSROON, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomd<j.  ISoiith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont, 
U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  information  regarding  the  alleged  violation  of 
blockade  of  Charleston,  8.  C,  through  MaffitVs  Channel. 

Navy  Depaetment,  December  4, 1861. 
Sir  :  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  L.  Blodgett,  secretary  Board 
of  Trade,  Philadelphia,  is  submitted  for  your  information. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 

[Enclosure.] 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

Philadelphia,  December  3, 1861. 

Sir:  a  gentleman  in  charge  of  a  mercantile  establishment  at 
Charleston,  Mr.  F.  T.  Sharratt,  left  that  city  on  Friday,  November  29, 
arriving  here  this  evening.  His  long  residence  there,  and  perfect 
responsibility  for  any  statements,  induce  us  to  send  you  a  brief  account 
of  facts  known  to  him.  First,  the  blockade  is  constantly  violated  at 
Charleston  through  the  MafJQtt's  Channel,  iti  consequence  of  the  Union 
iieet  lying  exclusively  in  the  Ship  Channel,  south  of  Fort  Sumter.  The 
Confederate  steamer  Isabel,  thoroughly  titted  out,  painted  black,  and 
loaded  with  near  1,000  bales  of  cotton,  now  lies  in  Ashley  Itiver,  wait- 
ing an  opportunity  to  go  out.  When  the  Union  ileet  withdraws  for 
a  night,  or  withdraws  on  account  of  bad  weather  or  to  reconnoiter,  the 
opportunity  is  seized  to  go  out  by  the  Maffitt's  Channel,  and  always 
with  success.  The  privateer  Cordon  came  in  by  this  channel  at  11  a.  m. 
in  the  summer,  and  she  went  out  the  same  way  on  October  12,  with 
Mason  and  Slidell  on  board.  She  came  in  by  the  Edisto  Inlet  and  in- 
land route  aiid  now  lies  at  Charleston.  The  Jeff  Davis,  the  Dixie,  and 
all  other  ])rivateer8  except  the  schooner  Sallie,  used  the  same  channel. 
Within  a  few  weeks  the  brig  West  Indian  and  bark  ife/en,  both  with 
naval  stores,  the  new  schooner  General  Ripley,  with  rice,  the  Nashville 
on  October  26,  and  many  others  of  less  note,  have  gone  out  by  the 
same  channel.  The  schooner  Prince  of  Wales  is  also  loading  with  cot- 
ton for  the  same  purpose. 

A  telegraph  line  and  signals  from  the  outer  defenses  give  informa- 
tion of  every  movement  of  the  blockading  fleet,  and  enable  the  North 
Channel  to  be  used  almost  with  impunity. 

There  are  live  gunboats  building  at  Charleston,  three  of  them  near 
to  completion.  The  floating  battery  lies  at  Wappoo  Cut,  guarding  the 
"inland  route"  from  the  south.  One  of  Tattnall's  gunboats  only  is  in 
the  waters  between  Charleston  and  Beaufort. 
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General  Gonzales  has  a  new  4-gun  battery  near  Beaufort,  a  new  style 
of  gun,  VIII -incli  howitzers,  5  feet  long,  invented  by  General  Eipley, 
which  now  lie,  partly  masked,  back  of  Beaufort.  They  were  sent 
secretly,  and  it  is  supposed  that  our  troops  are  not  aware  of  their 
existence. 

The  Nashville  took  out  many  naval  officers  and  cadets  to  officer 
prizes  as  privateers. 

They  are  expecting  the  Gladiator,  with  arms  and  stores,  either  at 
Charleston  or  Savannah.  The  Fingal  arrived  at  Savannah  on  Wednes- 
day, November  13,  bringing  12,500  Enfield  rifles  and  10  rifled  cannon, 
with  150  tons  powder,  clothing,  etc. 

The  information  respecting  the  use  made  of  the  Maflfitt's  Channel, 
and  the  confidence  the  rebels  have  in  being  able  to  use  it  constantly,  is 
the  point  we  feel  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  represent  to  you  at 
the  earliest  moment.  A  feint  to  withdraw  aiid  a  return  to  the  Maflfitt's 
Channel  by  an  active  vessel  from  our  squadron  would  be  sure  to  cap- 
ture the  Isabel,  if  done  within  two  or  three  days. 

David  Landreth,  esq.,  Morton  McMichael,  esq.,  and  other  eminent 
citizens  can  vouch  for  the  facts  here  given  and  the  entire  reliability  of 
the  gentleman  named. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LoRiN  Blodgett, 
Secretary  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

We  beg  to  state  that  this  information  and  use  of  names  is  confiden- 
tial, Mr.  Sharratt  and  Mr.  Landreth  having  large  property  interests  in 
Charleston. 

L.  Blodgett. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  efficiency  of 

the  Jdockade. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  second  letter  of  the  Department  relating  to  the  extinguish- 
n  g  of  the  lights  of  the  blockading  vessels  is  before  me.  Tlie  necessary 
orders  on  this  subject  were,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department, 
immediately  issued  when  the  first  letter  on  this  subject  was  received. 

Immediately  after  the  capture  of  Port  Royal  I  gave  my  attention  to 
the  blockade.  On  the  coast  of  South  Carolina  I  closed  up  North 
Edisto,  Stono,  and  Bull's  Bay,  besides  maintaining  the  existing  force 
off  Georgetown  and  doubling  that  off  Charleston.  The  blockade  of  the 
latter  is  now  so  rigorous  that  the  fishermen  have  been  driven  in,  and 
the  city  of  Charleston  is  deprived  of  its  usual  supply  of  fish. 

Savannah  is  completely  stopped  up,  aud  there  has  been  an  outer 
cordon  of  blockading  vessels,  comprising  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  Mohi- 
can, and  the  Seminole,  which  covers  the  inner  blockade  of  the  coast  of 
Georgia. 

Unless  my  own  sources  of  information  are  not  to  be  relied  upon,  the 
agents  of  the  United  States  abroad  are  sometimes  misled  by  incorrect 
statements.  The  Nashville,  for  example,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
is  now  at  the  wharf  in  Charleston  without  coal  or  cargo. 

There  is  one  obstructioji  to  a  constantly  efficient  blockade  that  can 
neither  be  removed  nor  overcome,  and  that  is  fog. 
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The  vessels  that  lie  in  wait  to  ran  tlie  blockade,  baviiig  skillful 
pilots,  and  being  desperate  in  their  attempts,  can  not  but  sometimes 
succeed  under  the  favor  of  fog  or  darkness. 

From  two  recent  captures  I  am  led  to  think  that  the  contraband  car- 
goes are  divided  and  distributed  in  many  small  vessels  before  approach- 
ing the  coast. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  restricting  the  firing 
of  guns  in  the  presence  of  superior  officer. 

General  Orders,  ^  TJ.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

\      Hilton  Head,  Poet  Eoyal  [Sound], 
No.  3.  \  December  4, 1861. 

Sir:  Hereafter  no  signal  or  other  gun  will  be  fired  in  presence  of  a 
superior  oiiicer  without  special  authority,  except  in  case  of  attack. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 

The  above'sent  to  the  different  vessels  of  the  fleet. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  McArann,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  to  report  for  blockade  duty  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  G. 

Navy  Department,  December  5, 1861. 
Sib  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte  under  your  command  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for 
duty  as  a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  New  York  a  muster- 
roll  of  the  crew  of  the  Wyandotte  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Lieutenant  Egbert  M.  McArann, 

Gommanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  MarcJiand,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  James  Adger,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Port 
Royal,  8.  C. 

Navy  Department,  December  5, 1861. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  repairs  on  the  James  Adger  are  completed  pro- 
ceed with  her  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont 
for  duty  in  the  squadron  under  his  command. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Wellks. 
Commander  John  B.  Marchand, 

Gommanding  U.  8.  8.  James  A  dger,  Baltimore,  Md. 
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Reconnoissance  of  Wassaio  Sound,  Georgia,  December  5-6,  1861. 
Eeport  ofFlag-Offioer  Da  Font,  XJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  4,  1861.     ■ 

SiK:  The  apprehension  of  losing  possession  of  the  bay  [sound]  of 
St.  Helena,  so  exceedingly  valuable  for  a  harbor,  for  its  proximity  to 
Charleston,  and  for  the  command  it  secures  of  large  rivers,  supplying 
interior  communication  with  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  has  induced 
nie  to  disi)atch  a  second  expedition  there,  under  Commander  Drayton, 
with  orders  to  hold  Otter  Island  until  General  Sherman  is  prepared  to 
assume  military  occupation  of  it,  when  he  will  transfer  the  fort  to  his 
troops. 

I  have  also  dispatched  Commander  C.  ii.  P.  liodgers  to  make  a  recon- 
noissance of  Wassaw  Inlet  [Creek],  in  order  to  ascertain  the  position 
and  force  of  the  enenry's  battery  there  information  which  the  com- 
manding-general has  expressed  to  me  his  desire  to  obtain  before  land- 
ing troops  on  Tybee  Island. 

The  Department  will  have  the  goodness  to  observe  that,  in  the 
necessary  occupation  of  St.  Helena  Sound  and  of  Tybee  Roads,  and  in 
the  examination  of  Wassaw  Inlet  [Creek],  a  large  number  of  the  ves- 
sels of  my  squadron  is  engaged,  which  will  be  released  and  employed 
on.  blockading  duty  as  soon  as  Otter  and  Tybee  islands  are  held  by  the 
Army. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dxj  Pont, 
Plag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bn  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

V.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  1,  1861. 

SiK :  Yon  will  proceed  in  the  gunboat  Ottawa,  accompanied  by  the 
Pembina,  to  Tybee  Roads  and  deliver  the  enclosed  dispatch  to  Com- 
mander Missroon,  who  will  exi)laiii  further  tlie  objects  I  have  in  view. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Commander  C.  R.  P.  Eodgbrs, 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

V,  S,  ship  Savannah. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  1,  1861. 
Sir:  This  letter  will  be  placed  in  your  hands  by  Commander  0.  R. 
V.  Rodgers,  the  captain  of  this  ship,  who  will  communicate  to  you  the 
desire  of  the  commanding  general  and  myself  to  obtain  an  approximate 
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knowledge  of  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy's  battery  south  of 
Big-  Tybee  Island,  of  which  the  reconnoissances  bv  land  made  by  Cap- 
tain Gillmore,  of  the  Engineers,  and  the  one  communicated  by  yourself, 
were  unable  to  actjuire  any  satisfactory  information. 

The  examination  by  land  having  proved  insufficient,  I  have  deter- 
mined to  attempt  a  reconnoissance  by  water,  and  Commander  C.  R.  P. 
Rodders  has  been  assigned  to  this  dnty  under  your  direction. 

The  gunboats  Ottawa  and  Pemhina  go  with  him,  and  to  these  you 
will  add  such  other  vessels  as  you  may  think  expedient. 

The  main  object  of  the  reconnoissance  will  be  to  "clear  up  this  point," 
to  use  the  language  of  the  commanding  general  in  an  official  communi- 
cation to  me  of  this  morning,  "whether  the  enemy's  battery  is  on  the 
South  Tybee  Island,  or  further  south,"  or,  in  other  words,  "whether  it 
is  on  Little  Tybee  Island  or  Great  Wassaw  Island." 

And  this  I  beg  you  not  to  lose  sight  of.  You  will  please  remember 
that  according  to  the  Memoir  of  the  Coast  of  Georgia,  by  A.  D.  Bache, 
the  superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  Wassaw  Inlet  [Creek]  "is  dif- 
ficult to  enter  and  has  not  been  surveyed,"  and  further  that  the  vessels 
of  the  squadron  are  about  to  be  employed  on  other  and  important 
service. 

I  enjoin  it  upon  you,  therefore,  not  to  allow  any  risk  to  be  incurred, 
neither  from  an  encounter  with  batteries,  the  force  of  which  is  wholly 
unknown,  nor  from  too  near  an  approach  to  shoals  and  bars,  the  depth 
and  currents  of  which  have  not  been  determined. 

1  shall  rely  ui)on  your  best  judgment  to  see  that  my  wishes  herein 
are  carefully  complied  with,  and  that  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
original  projects  of  the  expedition  are  not  crippled  by  the  unnecessary 
exposure  of  the  efficient  vessels  of  the  fleet. 

Your  own  acquaintance  with  the  ground,  gained  while  on  the  block- 
ade, will  enable  you  to  furnish  Captain  Kodgers  with  valuable  sugges- 
tions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  .J.  S.  MiSSROON, 

U.  S.  SMja  Savannah,  off  Savannah,  Oa. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
advising  the  occupation  of  Otter  and  Tybee  islands. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  J>ecemher  3,  1861. 

Commodore  :  1  have  received  detailed  reports  from  engineer  officers 
sent  to  reconuoiter  St.  Helena  Sound  and  Tybee  Island,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  interests  of  the  service  will  be  advanced 
by  the  occupation  of  Otter  Island,  and  propose  doing  so  as  soon  as  the 
proper  ordnance  can  be  arranged. 

It  is  important,  too,  that  Tybee  Island  should  be  occupied  as  soon 
as  practicable,  otherwise  there  are  some  fears  that  the  enemy  may  do 
so,  he  having  landed  quite  a  large  force  at  Pulaski  during  the  past  few 
days,  and  probably  for  that  purpose. 

But  to  know  how  large  a  force  it  would  be  judicious  to  ])lace  on  Tybee 
Island  I  think  a  knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  enemy's  battery  south 
of  it  is  necessary,  as  well  as  the  force  he  has  there.    Captain  Gillmore 
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reports  that  he  was  unable  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy's  battery 
is  on  the  South  Tybee  Island  or  farther  south,  but  that  the  indications, 
are,  from  the  top  of  a  derrick  in  sight,  that  it  is  on  the  former.  Cap- 
tain G.  had  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  this  point,  which  I  hold  is 
of  importance. 

Can  not  the  gunboats  down  there  clear  up  this  point? 

The  occupation  of  Tybee  will  naturally  have  two  objects — covering 
the  channel  in  the  absence  of  any  naval  force  and  the  reduction  of 
Pulaski.  The  first  object  only  can  now  be  ejected  until  a  proper  arma- 
ment from  the  North  is  obtained.  The  last  object  can  be  of  essential 
importance,  even  though  it  be  only  partially  effected,  as  a  demonstra- 
tion to  assist  another  operation. 

It  ivS  necessary  also  to  state  that  if  these  occupations  be  now  made 
they  may  seriously  affect  the  i)romptitude  of  the  continuation  of  our 
expected  departure. 

I  remain,  commodore,  yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  cooperation. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  2,  1861. 
General:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  official  communication 
of  to-day,  and  I  hasten  to  assure  you  of  my  hearty  cooperation  in  carry- 
ing your  plans  into  execution. 

1  had  already  anticipated  your  wishes  in  respect  to  Wassaw  by 
dispatching  Captain  C.  E.  P.  liodgers  to  Tybee  with  instructions  to 
the  commanding  officer.  Commander  Missroon,  to  make  such  recon- 
noissance  in  force  as  would  determine  the  position  and  power  of  the 
enemy's  battery  on  the  south. 

Captain  Rodgers  was  compelled  by  the  fog  to  put  back.     He  will 
leave  again  to-morrow  morning,  and  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  send 
by  the  earliest  moment  a  copy  of  Commander  Missroon's  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditiujiary  Corps,  etc.,  Hilton  Head. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  6,  1861. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  tlie  Department  that  the  fortifica- 
tions at  Wassaw  Island  have  been  abandoned  by  the  rebels,  after 
removing  the  guns,  cutting  up  the  platforms,  and  breaching  one  face 
of  the  fort. 

For  the  circumstances  attending  this  important  discovery,  and  the 
temporary  occupation  of  the  waters  of  Wassaw  Sound,  as  well  as  for  a 
knowledge  of  the  inner  and  ultimate  line  of  defense  selected  by  tlie 
enemy,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  accomi)anying  report  of 
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Commander  C.  R.  P.  Eodgers,  upon  whose  skill  and  judgment  I  relied 
for  the  execution  of  this  undertakiug. 

Wassaw  Inlet  [Creek]  and  Sound  constitute  a  second  entrance  into 
Savannah  River,  and  as  21  feet  can  be  carried  over  the  bar  at  high 
water,  this  passage  is  but  little  inferior  to  Tybee  entrance. 

The  highest  point  reiiched  by  Cominander'Uodgers  was  about  8  miles 
from  Wassaw  Bar,  about  10  from  Savannah,  and  between  4  and  5  from 
Thunderbolt,  on  one  side,  and  Montgomery,  f(ia.],  on  the  other.  These 
last  two  idaces  are  described  in  the  Coast  Survey  niemoii  s  iiiul  reports. 

I  attach  the  highest  value  to  this  possession,  but  1  must  confess  that 
the  addition  of  the  occu])ation  of  St.  Helena  Sound,  Tybee  entrance, 
and  Wassaw  Sound  by  the  Navy  to  the  deniandK  upon  the  force  which 
the  Department  has  so  liberally  placed  at  my  disposal  threatens  to 
embarrass  the  duties  of  the  blockade  and  to  postpone  some  other 
operations. 

1  hope,  therefore,  that  the  T3epartment  will  find  it  ])ossible  to  supply 
me  with  more  gunboats  and  other  vessels  of  that  class,  propelled  by 
steam,  having  which  I  will  venture  to  indulge  in  the  expectation  that 
the  whole  of  the  seacoast  of  Georgia  and  a  great  part  of  that  of  South 
Carolina  will  be  under  the  tlag  of  the  United  States  at  no  distant 
period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flafi-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcadmg  Squadron. 

Hon.  (liDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Beport  of  Commander  Bodgers,  V.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  On  yesterday  morning  1  left  Tybee  Roads  before  daylight  with 
the  steamers  Ottawa,  Seneca,  and  Pembina,  and  crossed  the  bar  of  Was- 
saw Sound  at  half  tide,  not  having  less  than  IS  feet  water  upon  it. 

We  approached  the  fort  on  Wassaw  Island  within  a  mile,  and  seeing 
neither  guns  nor  men  we  did  not  lire,  but  I  sent  Lieutenant  Barnes  to 
it  with  a  white  flag. 

He  found  it  an  enclosed  octagonal  work,  with  platforms  for  eight 
guns  on  the  water  faces.  The  land  faces  were  protected  by  abattis. 
The  work  was  well  constructed.  The  guns  had  been  removed,  the  plat- 
forms cut,  the  magazine  blown  up. 

From  the  freshness  of  the  footprints  and  other  signs,  it  appeared  to 
have  been  abandoned  very  recently.  Adjoining  the  fort  are  huts  or 
sheds  for  a  large  garrison.  Some  lumber  and  bricks  remain;  every- 
thing else  had  been  carried  away. 

We  immediately  pushed  on  to  Cabbage  Island,  where  we  had  been 
led  to  look  for  another  battery,  but  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  kind 
there. 

We  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  through  the  Romerly  Marsh,  and 
to  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  liiver. 

From  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  Kiver  we  observed  a  battery,  bearing 
from  us  about  N.  W.  by  W.  ^  W.,  and  distant  about  o  miles. 
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It  is  on  tbe  river  aud  just  above  a  house  with  a  red  cupola,  which  is 
cue  of  the  Coast  Survey's  points  of  triangulatioii,  and  is  about  10  miles 
from  Savauuah.  Between  the  house  and  fortVas  a  large  encampment, 
but  we  could  not  count  the  tents.  We  counted  Ave  guns,  a])parently 
of  large  caliber,  on  the  face  of  the  battery  toward  us.  We  could  only 
see  one  gun  upon  the  other  face,  but  there  may  have  been  more. 

We  were  near  enough  to  see  the  men  on  the  ramparts  and  the  glisten- 
ing of  their  bayonets. 

We  saw  several  small  vessels;  some  of  them  in  Komerly  Marsh  were 
in  tow  of  a  small  steam  tug,  but  they  were  all  beyond  our  reach. 

Upon  Little  Tybee  Island  we  could  see  no  eartliworks,  but  we  could 
not  get  nearer  to  it  tlian  1!  miles  because  of  the  shoals. 

In  coming  out  of  Wassaw  Sound  at  high  tide  we  had  not  less  than  21 
feet  water  on  the  bar. 

Returning  to  Tybee  Roads  at  1  o'clock,  I  landed  and  made  a  recon- 
noissance  on  foot  with  the  marines  of  the  Savannah  and  detachments  of 
small-arms  men  from  that  shii)  and  the  Ottawa.  Upon  reaching  the 
mouth  of  Lazaretto  Greek,  having  no  boiits  in  Avhich  to  cross,  our  prog 
ress  was  stopped.  We  waited  until  low  tide,  but  the  creek  was  unford- 
able. 

I  was  able,  however,  with  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant  Luce,  to  observe 
from  the  top  of  a  tree  the  position  in  which  a  battery  has  been  supposed 
to  exist,  and  1  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  battery  there.  The  spar 
which  was  mistaken  for  a  derrick  is  simply  a  place  of  lookout,  and  there 
was  no  appearance  of  any  earthwork  or  position  for  guns.  A  battery 
in  such,  a  place  would  be  of  no  use  whatever.  There  may,  however, 
have  been  a  signal  gun  placed  there,  as  the  dune  upon  which  the  s])ar 
is  raised  is  upon  the  southeastern  part  of  Little  Tybee  Island,  and  is  a 
commanding  point  of  observation. 

I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Stevens  for  tbe  most  earnest, 
cordial,  and  efficient  cooperation,  and  also  Lieutenants  Commanding 
Ammen  and  Bankhead,  whose  vessels  were  always  in  the  right  place 
and  always  well  handled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  RODGBRS, 

Gommander. 
Flag-OHicer  S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Reconnaissance  of  St.  Helena.  Sound,  and  Ashcpoo  and  Goosaic  rivers, 
South  Carolina,  J)ecembcr  5-!),  1S61. 

Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  U.S.  Navy,  regard- 
ing Confederate  opefationa  in  the  Coosaw  Biver. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  December  5,  1861. 
Commodore:  I  have  just  received  information  of  a  reliable  kind, 
given  to  me  by  negroes  who  have  been  engaged  on  the  works,  that  the 
rebels  are  constructing  a  strong  pile  work  across  the  channel  of  the 
Coosaw  River  about  a  mile  above  the  brickyiird  which  lies  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Beaufort  and  Coosaw  rivers ;  also  another  one  across  Whale 
Branch,  between  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  Whale  Island.  I  deem  it  impor- 
tant to  communicate  this  to  you  at  once,  in  order  that  such  steps  may 
be  taken  in  the  matter  as  you  may  think  necessary. 
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I  am  ready  to  cooperate  with  you  in  any  way  to  prevent  this  work 
going  on,  and  at  any  rate  will  take  possession  of  fort  Eoyal  Island  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sheeman, 
Flag-Officer  S.  P.  Dxj  Pont. 

r.  S. — We  shall  get  one  regiment  up  there  early  to-morrow.  Will 
you  send  a  gunboat  or  two  to  cover  the  first  landing  ? 

T.  W.  S. 


Letter  fTom  Flag-Officei  Du  Font,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Bngadiei-Oeneral  Sherman,  V.  S,  Army, 
placing  the  V.  S.  S.  Pembina  at  his  service. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  6, 1861. 
General:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  to  you  the  report  of  an 
interesting  reconnoissance  made  by  Commander  Eodgers  in  Wassaw 
Inlet  and  Sound. 

When  I  received  your  note  last  evening  all  the  gunboats  were  absent, 
but  I  am  about  sending  up  the  river  the  Pembina,  to  be  useful  to  you 
and  at  your  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DiT  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Brigadier-General  T,  W,  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Gommandinfi  Expeditionary  Corps,  etc. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  TI.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  protection  of  gnnboats  at  Otter  Island. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  IS.  C,  December  7, 1861. 
Commodore  :  It  is  desirable  to  send  oui  troops  and  ordnance  to  Otter 
Island  by  the  inland  passage,  and  to  use  that  passage  in  our  commu- 
nication with  that  island.  In  the  meanwhile  I  am  compelled  to  ask  of 
you  the  service  of  a  couple  of  gunboats  to  go  to  and  remain  at  that 
island  until  the  guns  are  landed  and  mounted.  If  you  are  pleased  to 
thus  assist  us  in  this  matter,  will  it  not  be  practicable  to  send  the  gun- 
boats by  the  inland  passage  with  our  first  vessels  %  If  you  can  do  this, 
please  inform  nie,  and  I  will  give  you  timely  Hotice  when  we  shall  be 
ready  to  send  our  troojjs  and  ordnance. 

I  remain,  commodore,  with  highest  regard, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Sherman,  TT.  S.  Army, 
responding  to  request  regarding  Otter  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  December  7,  1861. 
General:  I  have  four  vessels  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  under  Com- 
mander Drayton,  one  of  tliem,  the  Dale,  esi)ecially  ordered  to  hold  Otter 
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Island  and  cover  the  passage  to  Charleston,  so  you  can  send  forward 
your  troops  and  ordnance  as  soon  as  ready. 

In  haste,  respectfully  and  truly,  "* 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Brigadier-General  ISheeman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  etc. 


Report  of  Flag-Ofiicer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  tranemittiug  report  of  ezpedition. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  a  report  of 
Commander  Percival  Drayton  of  a  second  expedition  to  iSt.  Helena 
Sound,  made  under  his  direction  and  consisting  of  the  sloop  Fawnee, 
Commander  Drayton;  the  gunboat  Vnadilla,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Collins;  the  armed  steamer  Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nich- 
olson; the  sloop  Date,*Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun,  and  the  U.  S. 
surveying  steamer  Vixen,  Mr.  Boutelle,  assistant  Coast  Survey. 

Commander  Drayton  left  this  port  on  the  5th  instant  and  proceeded 
farther  up  the  Ashepoo  than  on  the  previous  occasion,  and  landed  on 
Hutchinson's  Island,  where  he  found  that  all  the  buildings,  including 
the  negro  houses,  and  the  picked  cotton  had  been  burned  two  days 
before.  An  attempt  had  been  made  at  the  same  time  to  drive  off  the 
negroes^  some  of  whom  had  been  shot  in  their  efforts  to  escape.  Com- 
mander Drayton  draws  a  most  painful  picture  of  the  condition  of  the 
negroes,  especially  the  aged  and  infirm. 

He  afterwards  explored  the  Coosaw  as  far  as  the  entrance  to  Beau- 
fort [Brickyard]  Creek.  Here  he  witnessed  a  similar  scene  of  desolation, 
and  such  was  the  destitute  state  of  the  negroes  that  he  was  induced  by 
their  eaijpest  entreaties  to  bring  some  ofgthem  to  Otter  Island,  where 
they  were  supplied  with  food  by  his  order. 

The  Isaac  Smith  and  3ale  remain  at  Otter  Island  to  assist  the  army 
in  its  maintenance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  l>u  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ^' anhington. 


Beport  of  Commander  Drayton,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  9,  18(11. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  4th  instant,  I  proceeded  to  sea 
at  daylight  of  the  5th,  accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Unadilla,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  N.Collins;  steamer  fsaac  ^'mif/t.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  W.  A.  Nicholson,  and  Coast  Survey.steamer  Viven,  Captain  Boutelle, 
and  reached  the  anchorage  off  the  fort  on  Otter  Island,  St.  Helena 
Sound,  at  midday.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  some  negroes  com- 
ing on  board  and  reporting  that  there  was  a  body  of  soldiers  at  the 
entrance  of  Mosquito  Creek,  a  place  up  the  Ashepoo  where  the  inland 
route  to  Charleston  commences,  I  ijrocceded  as  far  as  that  place,  when 
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the  niglit  coming  ou,  obliged  me  to  returD.  I  saw,  however,  no  signs 
of  the  presence  of  white  people,  excepting  that  some  buildings,  which 

I  discovered  the  next  day  to  have  been  on  Hutchinson's  Island,  were 
burning.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  U.  S.  S[hipJ  Bale,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  W.  T.  Truxtun,  appearing  off  the  harbor,  I  sent  the  Jsaac 
Smith  to  tow  her  in,  a  pilot  being  furnished  by  Captain  Boutelle. 

Unfortunately,  however,  when  lialfway  up,  the  Bale  stuck  fast,  and 
as  it  was  then  about  high  water,  no  exertion  could  get  her  afloat  until 

II  o'clock  of  that  night,  when  she  was  forced  into  deep  water  without 
having  suffered  any  apparent  injury  and  towed  tlie  following  morning 
by  Captain  Boutelle  in  the  Vixen  around  Morgan  Island,  this  having 
become  necessary,  owing  to  her  having  forced  over  the  shoal  which  divides 
that  channel  from  the  one  she  was  in  originally.  So  soon  as  she  was 
safely  at  her  anchorage  near  us,  I  proceeded  up  the  Ashepoo  with  the 
Unadilla,  Isaac  Smith,  and  Vixen,  to  examine  that  river  farther  up  than 
I  had  been  able  to  do  on  the  previous  occasion.  On  approaching 
Mosquito  Creek  we  saw  a  picket  of  soldiers  who  took  to  their  horses, 
however,  on  our  approach,  and  escaped  into  the  woods,  hastened  per- 
haps in  their  flight  by  a  shot  or  two  which  were  thrown  after  them. 

Continuing  up  the  river,  1  landed  on  Hutchinson's  Island,  and 
found  that  two  days  before  all  the  negro  houses,  overseer's  houses,  and 
outbuildings,  together  with  the  picked  cotton,  had  been  burned.  The 
attempt  had  at  the  same  time  been  made  to  drive  off  the  negroes,  but 
many  had  escaped,  although  some  of  their  number,  they  said,  had 
been  shot  in  attempting  to  do  so.  The  scene  was  one  of  complete 
desolation ;  -the  smoking  ruins  and  cowering  figures  which  surrounded 
them,  of  those  negroes  who  still  instinctively  clung  to  their  hearth- 
stones, although  there  was  no  longer  there  shelter  for  them,  presented 
a  most  melancholy  sight,  the  impression  of  which  was  made  even 
stronger  by  the  piteous  wailing  of  the  poor  creatures,  a  large  portion 
of  whom  consisted  of  the  old  and  decrepit.  We  were  not  able  to  leave 
until  sometime  after  dark,  and  singular  enough  the  moment  we  were 
fairly  underway,  a  bright  signal  light  was  burned  on  the  very  planta- 
tion we  had  just  quitted,  showing  that  some  of  the  blacks,  for  there 
was  certainly  no  white  man  there,  were  communicating  the  fact  of  our 
departure.  On  the  following  morning,  with  the  same  vessels,  I  started 
to  explore  the  Coosaw  River,  but  very  soon  after  leaving,  the  Unadilla, 
unfortunately,  was  completely  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  a  main 
crosshead,  and  I  was  obliged  to  leave  her  at  anchor  and  continue  on 
with  the  other  two  vessels.  When  oft'  Fort  Heyward,  I  left  the  Isaac 
Smith,  it  not  being  quite  safe  to  take  so  long  a  vessel  higher  up,  and 
continued  in  the  Vixen  as  far  as  the  entrance  of  the  Beaufort  [Brick- 
yard] Creek,  to  a  place  called  the  Brick-Yards,  where  I  had  been  told 
there  was  either  a  fort  or  a  guard  of  soldiers.  Nothing,  however,  being 
seen  of  either,  I  anchored  off  a  plantatioii  belonging  to  Mr.  By thewood, 
close  by,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information,  as  I  saw  a  great  many 
negroes  there.  On  landing,  I  found  that  a  short  time  previously  the 
cotton  house,  with  its  contents,  had  been  burned,  and  all  of  tlie 
negroes  that  could  be  caught  had  been  taken  away.  Here  were  large 
numbers  of  those,  however,  who  had  left  Hutchinson's  Island  after 
their  houses  had  been  burned,  and  who,  with  their  household  effects 
piled  up  about  them,  lined  the  beach.  Some  of  them  begging  to  be 
])ermitted  to  go  to  Otter  Island,  saying  that  they  had  neither  shelter 
nor  food,  were  taken  back  with  us. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  returned  down  the  river,  reaching  our  anchor- 
age off  Fort  Otter  at  sunset,  the  Unadilla  having  been  towed  to  the 
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sauie  place  by  the  Isaac  Smith.  As  I  did  not  see  that  the  sei'vices  of 
the  Pdionee  were  any  longer  necessary  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  think- 
ing it  important  to  get  the  Unadilla  as  soon  aS  xjossible  to  a  place  where 
her  engines  could  be  repaired,  I  determined  this  morning  to  tow  that 
vessel  to  Port  lioyal  Harbor,  whicii  I  have  done,  reaching  here  in  com- 
pany with  the  Vixen  at  iialf  past  7  this  evening.  In  obedience  to  your 
instructions,  before  leaving  I  transferred  the  charge  of  the  fort  and 
adjacent  waters  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  who,  with  the 
Isaac  Smith  and  JMle,  will  remain  thereuntil  he  receives  further  orders 
from  yourself 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

(Jomvia.nder. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

P.  S. — As  about  a  hundred  and  forty  negroes,  most  of  them  in  a  very 
destitute  condition,  had  collected  at  Otter  Island  before  my  departure, 
I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  JSTicholson  to  see  that  they  were 
supplied  with  food  until  some  disposition  could  be  made  of  them,  or 
until  he  heard  from  you. 

Very  respectfully,  P.  Dkayton. 

Letter  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  troops. 

» 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Poynl,  S.  6'.,  December  (i,  18G1. 
Commodore:   I  send  to-day  some  troops  to  Beaufort,  which  are 
about  starting.    I  th-ink  it  would  be  proper  to  have  a  gunboat  or  two 
there  at  the  first  landing. 

I  also  send  to  day  a  small  force  to  occupy  Tybee  Island,  though  una- 
ble to  send  any  gnns  for  the  intrenchments  just  yet. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Wabash. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Augusta, 
regarding  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  British  ship  Cheshire,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1861. 

U.  S.  S.  Attgusta, 
Off  Charleston,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  0th  instant  we  took  as  a 
prize,  about  12  miles  E.  S.  B.  of  Tybee  light,  the  ship  Cheshire  (one  of 
the  vessels  we  have  been  notified  to  look  out  for),  .lames  Craig,  master 
of  and  from  Liverpool,  with  a  clearance  for  Halifax  or  Nassau    for 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  of  Savannah.  ' 

When  coming  out  over  Port  lioyal  Bar  we  saw  her,  and  as  she  was 
too  far  outside  the  stone  vessels  to  belong  to  them,  and  too  far  to  sea- 
ward to  be  properly  standing  offshore,  with  courses  hauled  up,  as  hers 
were,  we  gave  chase. 
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Her  master  says  he  bad  orders  to  call  off  Savaniiali  and  see  if  tbe 
blockade  was  raised,  and  among  her  papers  is  a  mutilated  letter  to 
that  effect.  * 

He  pretends  he  had  been  off  Savannah  since  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
waiting  to  communicate  with  one  of  our  ships,  but  the  crew  say  she 
stood  seaward  out  of  sight  of  laud  on  first  making  it. 

She  had  on  board  seven  persons  not  mentioned  in  her  papers.  One 
of  them,  Thomas  Stone,  at  first  said  he  was  a  passenger  to  Nassau, 
but  afterwards  that  he  was  supercargo.  He  is  without  doubt  the  real 
captain. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  acknowledged  cargo.  A  more  thorough  exami- 
nation than  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  will,  perhaps, 
discover  arms. 

I  towed  her  as  far  as  off  Charleston,  and  thence  sent  her  to  New  York 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Nathan  B.  Heath,  with  a  master's  mate 
and  10  men. 

The  master  and  most  of  the  crew  of  the  Cheshire  remain  on  board 
this  ship. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  (r.  PaRROTT, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Comdg.  iSoiith  Alluntic  Blockading  Squadron,  U.  8.-S.  Wabash. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  shi-p  Savannah. 

December  6,  18G1. — Off  Tybee  Island.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Light  N.  E.  breezes,  with  passing  clouds;  several  steamers  and  sail 
vessels  in  the  ofifijig,  and  a  ship  under  English  colors  with  a  United 
States  steamer  in  chase.  About  12:30  heard  the  report  and  saw  the 
smoke  of  two  guns  dis(;harged  from  the  steamer.  The  strange  sail 
hove  to,  then  clewed  up  and  furled  the  courses,  and  was  taken  in  tow 
by  the  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Augusta,  by  an  exchange  of 
numbers  with  tbe  Alabama,  which  subsequently  passed  within  signal 
distance  on  her  way  to  the  anchorage  off  Tybee  Island.  Learned  after- 
wards that  the  vess^el  in  tow  of  the  Augusta  was  the  ship  Cheshire,  a 
j)rize.  Vessels  in  sight  at  tbe  time  of  her  capture,  at  the  anchorage, 
the  U,  S.  steamers  Flag,  Pocahontas,  Seneca,  and  this  ship. 

Andrew  W.  Johnson, 

Lieutenant. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lanier,  U.  8, 
Navy,  regarding  the  toivingofthe  stone  fleet  to  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  6',  1S61. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  to  Tybee  Boads  and  report  to  Com- 
mander Missroou,  of  the  IJ.  S.  sloop  Savannah,  for  the  purpose  of  tow- 
ing up  to  this  port  the  vessels  of  the  stone  fleet,  beginning  with  those 
most  disabled. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag  Officer,  etc. 
Commander  E.  Lanier,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  8.  Alabama.,  I'ort  Royal  Harbor, 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  J)u  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Steedman,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  tS.  Bienville,  to  prqceed  to  the  MocJcade  of  St. 
Simon^s  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  lioynl  Harbor,  J)ecemher  !),  1801. 
Sir:  Please  proceed  wi til  all  convenient  dispatch  and  assume  tlie 
blockade  of  St.  Simon's  Sound.     You  will  find  lierewith  some  block- 
ading instructions  modified  in  one  of  tbe  articles;  also  a  list  of  vessels 
exi)eeted  to  run  tlie  blockade. 
You  are  authorized  to  get  Mr.  Tice  from  the  Flag  as  coast  pilot. 
I  am  induced  to  believe  that  since  the  more  effectual  blockade  of 
Charleston  and  Savannah  that  St.  Simon's  Sound  Is  jnore  resorted  to 
in  order  to  forward  cargoes  from  Brunswick. 

Please  collect  all  the  information  you  can  in  reference  to  the  coast 
defenses,  the  feelings  of  the  people,  etc. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  (".  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  JJieiiviUe,  I'ort  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  T>u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodger s,  U.  S. 
Navy,  for  a  reconnoissance  in  Cssabair  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great 
Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  10, 1801. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  take  under  your  command  the  gunboats  Ottawa, 
Seneca,  and  Pembina  and  armed  steamer  Henry  Andrew  and  proceed  to 
Ossabaw  Inlet,  where  you  will  undertake  a  reconnoissance  similar  to 
that  made  at  Wassaw,  extending  your  CNamination,  if  prudent,  into 
Ossabaw  Sound,  up  tbe  Vernon  River  so  far  as  to  sight  Vernonburg, 
and  to  a  convenient  distance  up  the  Great  Ogeechee  River. 

You  will  be  guided  in  tbis  reconnoissance  by  the  instructions  given 
in  the  previous  reconnoissance  to  Wassaw,  to  Commander  Missroon,  to 
whom  you  will  please  jcport  and  show  these  orders. 
Wishing  you  a  reiietition  of  your  former  success, 

I  am,  very  res])ectfally,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Isaac 

Smith,  of  a  reconnoissance  in  the  Ashcpoo  Hirer,  South  Carolina,  Decern 

ber  10-12,  1801. 

T7.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
St.  Helena  Sound,  l)eceml>er  13,  isoi. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  movements 
since  Commander  Drayton  leit  me  in  cliarge  of  this  place. 

On  the  10th  instant  went  up  the  Ashcpoo  as  far  as  the  fort  on  Fen- 
wick's  Island,  taking  with  me  boats  from  tbe  Jhile,  her  marine  guard, 
and  40  men,  with  officers  (also  2(1  contrabands  with  their  boats  to  get 
potatoes).  Observed  no  change  since  my  previous  visit,  llrought 
down  and  landed  on  Otter  Island  near  the  lort  (which  1  have  named 
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Fort,  Drayton,  after  Commander  Drayton,  oftlie  Pairnee)  a  quantity  of 
lumber,  corn,  a  corn  mill,  two  horses,  one  (.-art,  and  other  articles,  to 
mate  tlie  contrabands  comfortable.  Tliree  contrabands  cauie in  during 
the  day,  reporting  the  rebels  to  be  obstructing  the  river  about  10  miles 
above  where  we  had  been.  Sent  them  on  the  island.  On  the  11th 
instant,  discovering  two  vessels  outside,  stood  out  to  ascertain  their 
character;  finding  them  transports  with  troops  to  garrison  this  place, 
stood  back  to  the  anchorage  and  made  all  preparations  for  turning  Fort 
Drayton  over  to  the  army.  At  4  o'clock,  the  hour  agreed  upon,  1  went 
ashore  with  Lieutenant  Oonnnanding  Truxtun  and  several  officers  from 
each  vessel,  and  formally  turned  over  Fort  Drayton,  with  all  the  prop- 
erty, contrabands,  etc.,  to  Colonel  Welsh,  the  commanding  officer  of 
army,  my  men  marching  out  of  the  fort  as  his  men  marched  in.  On  the 
12th  instant,  again  went  up  the  Ashepoo,  taking  the  marines  of  the 
Bale,  and  having  Colonel  Welsh  of  the  army  and  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Truxtun  as  passengers.  Landed  the  party  at  Fenwick's  Island 
Fort  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  and  when  finished  stood  up  the  river  as 
far  as  Mosriuito  Creek.  Seeing  a  picket  of  several  mounted  men  at  a 
house,  which,  on  a  previous  visit  I  had  discovered  to  be  their  head- 
quarters, I  fired  at  them  once  with  a  riHed  shot  and  again  with  an  VIII- 
inch  shell,  thus  driving  them  to  the  woods.  I  landed  the  Bale's  marines 
and  then  went  on  shore  and  burned  their  quarters.  Proceeded  back 
to  anchorage  off  Fort  Drayton. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Favy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Sarah  and  Caroline  near  the  mouth  of  St.  John's 
River,  Florida,  Becemher  11,  1861. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Becemher  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  11th 
instant  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  (Jomniander  C.  Steedmau,  when  cruising 
off  the  Florida  coast,  chased  two  schooners  off  the  mouth  of  St.  John's 
Hiver,  captured  one,  and  drove  the  other  into  the  breakers. 

On  taking  possession  of  the  schooner  Sarah  and  Caroline,  the  name 
of  the  prize,  she  was  found  deserted  by  her  crew,  who  had  escaped  to 
the  other  vessel. 

The  papers  on  board  consisted  of  her  register,  clearance,  manifest, 
sundry  newspapers,  and  of  letters  directed,  some  of  them,  to  Key  West, 
but  mostly  to  Nassau. 

The  letteis  directed  to  Key  West  I  ])urpose  to  send  to  the  authorities 
there,  to  enable  them  to  know  who  are  the  correspondents  of  the  rebels 
in  that  place.    The  others  I  enclose  to  the  Department. 

The  Sarah  and  Caroline  was  brought  into  this  port  by  a  prize  crew, 
and  I  directed  a  board  of  oificers  to  appraise  the  value  of  the  vessel 
and  her  cargo,  and  to  ascertain  her  seaworthiness. 

Their  report  is  enclosed,  wherein  they  decide  against  the  feasibility 
of  sending  her  north  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

I  have  therefore  shipped  her  cargo,  consisting  of  60  barrels  of  tur- 
pentine, on  board  the  brig  Belle  of  the  Bay,  Holloway,  master  (as  per 
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triplicate  bill  of  lading  enclosed),  bound  to  New  York,  and  consign  the 
same  to  the  .judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  or  to  tlie  U.  S.  prize  commis- 
sioners, city  of  New  York,  to  whom  were  enclosed  tlie  register,  clear- 
ance, and  manifest  of  the  prize,  together  with  ii  statement  of  the 
circumstances  of  her  capture,  the  report  of  the  board  of  officers,  and 
duplicate  bill  of  lading. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  request  the  Department  to  send 
me  a  copy  of  the  Blue  Book  giving  the  names  of  the  civil  officials  with 
whom  in  cases  similar  to  the  piesent  1  may  liave  to  communicate. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Commander  Steedman,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

At  Sea,  December  13,  1861. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th, 
in  running  down  the  land  to  the  southward,  two  sails  were  discovered. 
I  immediately  gave  chase  and  succeeded  in  capturing  one  of  them,  a 
pilot-boat  schooner,  named  the  Sarah  and  Caroline,  of  Jacksonville, 
diaries  Brown,  master.  The  other  one  I  drove  into  the  breakers  at 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's  River. 

When  tlie  Sarah  and  (,'aroiiue  was  taken  possession  of  by  our  boats 
they  found  that  the  crew  had  deserted  her  and  gone  on  board  the  other 
schooner.  Owing  to  night  fast  approaching  and  tbe  extreme  danger 
of  swamping  our  boats,  Lieutenant  Benliam  did  not  cotisider  it  prudent 
to  attempt  boarding  her  and  getting  the  crews  off.  She  was  therefore 
left  for  the  night.  It  was  my  intention  to  send  my  boats  early  in  the 
morning  and  see  what  could  be  done,  if  she  had  not  gone  to  pieces, 
but  during  the  night  a  severe  nortlieast  blow  came  on,  obliging  me  to 
weigh  anchor  and  keep  off  the  land. 

I  herewith  send  you  her  register,  clearance,  bill  of  lading,  and  also 
some  newspapers  and  letters.  Siie  has  a  cargo  of  60  barrels  turpen- 
tine and  was  bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence.  The  only  colors 
found  on  board  were  two  American  flags. 

I  thought  proper  to  open  some  of  the  letters  addressed  to  parties  in 
Nassau,  in  hopes  I  might  obtain  information  which  would  assist  me 
more  effectually  in  carrying  on  the  blockade  in  this  quarter,  but  you 
will  perceive  that  the  information  is  very  meager.  I  am,  however,  sat- 
isfied that  since  the  capture  of  Beaufort  and  Tybee  most  of  the  attempts 
will  be  made  to  run  cargoes  south  of  Sapelo.  I  shall  therefore  (until 
another  vessel  Joins  me)  keep  constantly  moving  between  St.  Simon's 
and  St.  John's,  occasionally  running  a  few  miles  to  the  southward  of 
the  latter  place.  By  doing  this,  I  think  I  shall  be  more  likely  to  make 
captures  than  if  I  were  to  keep  constantly  in  sight  of  St.  Simon's. 

In  passing  Nassau  on  the  chase  a  small  battery  developed  itself  by 
firing  one  gun  at  me  at  very  long  range. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  please  send  to  me  as  soon  as  an 
opportunity  occurs  Acting  Master's  Mate  Edward  Sheffield  and  the 
four  men  under  his  command. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Steedman, 

Commander. 
Flag- Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  in  Chief,  etc.,  U.  S.  Frigate  Wabash,  Fort  Royal. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  forwarding 
extract  of  letter  seized  on  the  prize  schooner. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  January  2,  1801  [2]. 

SiE:  I  send  for  your  information  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
seized  with  others  on  the  prize  schooner  Sarah  and  Caroline. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding!  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Extract.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  November  27, 1861. 
Dear  Mother:  I  vsend  this  by  a  vessel  that  will  leave  this  place 
for  one  of  the  Bahama  isles.  By  the  way,  there  has  quite  a  little  trade 
sprung  up  between  this  i)lace  and  the  same  island.  We  get  butter, 
apples,  salt,  etc.,  iu  exchange  for  turpentine,  rosin,  etc.  But  don't 
blab,  for  if  Seward  should  hear  of  it  he  would  put  Lincoln  up  to  send 
a  blockading  vessel  to  stop  it. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of  St. 
Simon's  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  11, 1861. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  jilease  proceed  to  the 
blockade  of  St.  Simon's  Sound,  communicating  with  Commander  Steed- 
man  in  the  Bienville,  aViA  arranging  with  him  as  to  the  best  inode  of 
eflectually  blockading  that  place  and  contiguous  ones. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  an  order  to  accompany  General  Orders,  No.  1; 
also  a  modification  of  the  blockading  instructions  and  a  list  of  sus 
pected  vessels. 

KespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  E.  Lanier, 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont.  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  recimnoissance 
in  Ossabaiv  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  12,  1861. 
Sir:  In  the  further  prosecution  of  my  examination  of  the  inlets  and 
sounds  of  the  coast  of  Georgia,  I  directed  Commander  C.  It.  P.  Kodgers 
to  take  under  his  command  the  gunboats  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Stevens;  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Aminen,  and  the 
Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  together  with  the  armed 
steamer  Henry  Andrew,  Acting  Master  Mather,  and  to  proceed  to 
Ossabaw,  where  he  was  to  inforn)  himself  as  accurately  as  possible  of 
the  state  of  things  in  the  inlet  and  sound  and  in  the  Vernon  and  Great 
Ogeechee  rivers. 
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It  appears  tbat  there  are  no  batteries  on  Ossabaw  Island,  nor  in  the 
Great  Ogeechee,  up  which  river  he  ascended  as  far  as  Morrell's  Planta- 
tion, Avhich  he  found  abandoned.  -« 

There  is  a  fort,  advantageously  placed  and  well  protected  by  marshes 
on  the  side  of  the  land,  situated  on  the  eastern  end  of  Green  Island. 
It  now  mounts  eight  guns,  and  is  not  yet  completed.  It  commands  not 
only  Vernon  Eiver,  but  the  Little  Ogeechee,  Hell  Gate,  the  passage 
from  Vernon  River  into  the  Great  Ogeechee,  and  even  the  channel  of 
the  latter  river. 

Commander  Eodgers's  report  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer^  Oommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Ennlosnre.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  J2, 1861. 

Sir;  I  left  Tybee  Eoads  before  daylight  yesterday  morning — with 
the  Ottaica,  Seneca,  Pembina,  and  Henry  Andreic — and  crossed  the  bar 
at  Ossabaw  soon  after  8  o'clock. 

Entering-  and  passing  up  Vernon  Eiver,  we  discovered  on  the  eastern 
end  of  Green  Island  a  fort  mounting  eight  guns,  apparently  of  heavy 
caliber. 

Near  *it  is  an  encampment,  where  we  saw  about  seventy-five  tents. 
There  was  a  barrack  near  the  fort,  and  another  building  was  in  process 
of  erection.     I  think  the  work  is  not  yet  completed. 

The  fort  is  advantageously  placed,  aud  its  approaches  landward  are 
well  protected  by  marshes.  It  has  three  faces,  upon  two  of  which  guns 
are  mounted.  It  commands  not  only  Vernon  River,  but  the  Little 
Ogeechee  and  Hell  Gate,  the  passage  from  Vernon  River  into  the  Great 
Ogeechee.  Its  long-range  guns  will  also  reach  the  channel  of  the 
Great  Ogeechee: 

We  were  exactly  2  nautical  miles  from  the  fort,  and  after  observing 
it  carefully,  we  steamed  down  the  river. 

When  the  Seneca,  the  second  vessel  of  the  line,  had  turned,  a  well- 
directed  shot  was  fired  at  her,  apparently  from  a  rifled  cannon,  which 
fell  not  more  than  I'OO  yards  astern  of  her. 

A  shot  was  also  fired  at  the  Pembina,  apparently  from  a  heavy 
smoothbore  gun,  which  fell  much  short. 

We  did  not  fire  from  the  vessels,  being  at  too  long  range  for  effective 
practice.  Nor  was  I  willing  that  our  simple  reconnoissance  should  be 
reported,  for  the  comfort  of  the  enemy,  as  an  engagement  and  repulse. 

Passing  again  into  Ossabaw  Sound,  we  entered  the  Great  Ogeechee 
and  steamed  up  it  about  4  miles  to  Morrell's  Plantation  and  Ossabaw 
Island,  where  1  landed,  but  found  it  abandoned. 

There  are  no  batteries  on  Ossabaw  Island  for  the  defense  of  the 
sound. 

I  saw  Vernonburg,  but  could  observe  no  battery,  save  the  one  on 
Green  Island. 

We  saw  over  the  land  two  or  three  schooners  at  the  head  of  Wassaw 
Sound,  which  had  probably  passed  from  Ossabaw  through  theRomerly 
Marslies. 

1  have  to  thank  Lieutenants  Commanding  Stevens,  Ammen,  and 
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Bankhead,  and  Acting  Master  Commanding  Mather  for  very  hearty 
cooperation. 

The  pilot,  Mr.  Godfrey,  showed  much  skill,  though  he  had  never 
before  been  in  Vernon  River. 

Mr.  Dennis,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  accompanied  us,  and  by  liis  famil- 
iarity with  thetopography  of  the  country,  rendered  me  much  assistance. 

Lieutenant  Barnes  and  Acting  Master  Preston,  of  the  Wabash,  at  the 
mastheads  with  good  glasses,  carefully  observed  the  shores,  and  were 
always  on  the  alert. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  P.  EODGEKS, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Go7nmaittling  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  ship  Admiral,  December  12,  1861. 

BepoTt  of  Flag-Officer  Su  Font,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  16,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  Saturday 
last  I  sent  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  the  prize  ship  Admiral,  under 
charge  of  Acting  Master  John  E.  Rockwell,  of  this  ship,  and  ten  men 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama.  The  crew  of  the  prize  will  be  sent  in  the 
Atlantic  to-day. 

The  Admiral  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Commander 
Lanier,  on  the  l^th  instant,  about  12  miles  to  the  southward  of  Tybee. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  ])Ti  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commandei  Lanier,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  December  12, 1861. 
SiE:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  which  I  received 
this  a.  m.  off  Port  Royal  Bar,  at  1  o'clock  j).  m.  I  proceeded  south. 

About  12  or  14  miles  to  the  southward  of  Tybee  I  discovered  a  large 
ship  standing  to  the  westward  on  the  wind.  I  chased  her,  brought  her 
to,  and  on  examination  of  her  papers  found  her  to  be  the  ship  Admiral, 
cleared  from  Liverpool  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  12th  September, 
1861. 

Among  his  papers  is  a  contract  to  deliver  his  cargo,  consisting  of 
.'!76.',  tons  salt,  in  bags,  also  242  coal,  etc.,  at  Savannah. 

Believing  this  ship  is  a  lawful  prize,  I  trust  my  deviation  from  your 
orders  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Yj.  Lanier, 
Commander. 

Flag-OfBcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flagship  Wabash,  Fort  Royal. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting clipping  from  the  New  Yorlc  Evening  Post  regarding  evasions  of 
blockade. 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  December  12, 1861. 
Sir:  In  confirmatiou  of  the  information  communicated  to  this  De- 
partment by  the  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana,  in  a  dispatch,  of 
which  a  copy  has  been  transmitted  to  you  with  my  letter  of  this  date, 
respecting  the  evading  of  the  blockade  by  vessels  of  the  insurgent 
States,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith  a  printed  slip  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Post  of  yesterday,  exhibiting  the  manner  in  which  such 
vessels  escape  observation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Sewakd. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 
Unstopped  rat  holes — Curious  statement  of  an  English  traveler  in  the  South. 

We  find  in  an  English  paper  some  accounts  of  a  remarkable  letter 
said  to  have  recently  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Daily  Review,  from  a 
South  Carolina  correspondent  of  that  paper.  The  correspondent  writes 
from  Charleston,  and,  says  the  Examiner,  from  which  we  quote — 
draws  a  gloomy  picture  of  the  stagnation  in  that  once  busy  harbor.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  he  gives  us  an  idea  of  the  way  in  which  the  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
Palmetto  State  contrive  to  mitigate,  in  some  degree,  the  inconveniences  of  th(:  block- 
ade. He  tells  how,  under  the  guidance  of  a  friendly  cotton  planter  he  made  a  night 
journey  to  a  point  on  the  coast,  of  which  he  only  indicates  the  position,  but  which 
can  be  no  other  than  the  Bull's  Bay  named  by  the  New  York  papers  as  the  probable 
destination  of  the  powerful  squadron  of  war  vessels  and  transports  that  has  lately 
sailed  for  Southern  waters. 

-Embarking  with  the  mystery  of  a  conspirator  on  board  a  small  steam  tug  laden  with 
the  most  explosive  and  combustible  goods,  this  witness  for  the  press  is  carried  down 
the  dreary  estuary  of  the  Ashley  and  Cooper  rivers,  passing  a  few  dark  and  rakish 
privateers  and  one  or  two  unfinished  ships  intended  for  the  Confederate  Navy. 
Steaming  boldly  for  the  open  sea,  he  and  his  frieud  glide  by  Forts  Sumter  and  Moul- 
trie, which,  together  with  the  new  earthworks  and  l)atterics  on  shore,  appear  to 
make  of  Charleston  a  miniature  Cronstadt.  Creeping  along  the  coast  with  their 
hearts  ill  at  ease,  for  the  lights  of  the  blockading  frigate  shine  at  no  great  distance, 
and  the  breakers  are  unpleasantly  near,  the  adventurous  voyagers  at  length  get  into 
quiet  water  in  a  narrow  sound  between  a  low  reedy  islet  and  the  mainland.  Thcv 
make  but  slow  progress,  for  the  tug  has  a  couple  of  scows  in  towwith  heavy  cargoes  of 
cotton  and  turpentine,  and  the  channel  being  of  no  great  depth  these  are  constantly 
sticking  hard  and  fast  upon  siind  banks. 

There  shoot  forth,  however,  from  secluded  creeks  and  inlets  lurking  boats  by  the 
aid  of  which  the  tug  is  sent  forward  before  the  unfriendly  dawn  can  reveal  her  posi- 
tion to  the  Federal  man-of-war.  The  little  expedition  thus  reaches  in  safetv  the 
secluded  spot  where  the  unconqnerable  genius  of  trade  has  opened  a  new  outlet  for 
the  produce  of  the  South.     The  scene  is  thus  described : 

"It  wasbroad  daylight  when  we  emerged  from  this  reed-iringed  creek  upon  a  space 
of  open  water,  skirted  by  broad  rice  fields  dotted  here  and  there  with  B(|uare  anti- 
quated houses  and  contiguous  collections  of  negro  huts.  But  rebelliou  had  made  this 
quiet  bay  a  busy  focus  of  industry,  and  as  we  panted  up  to  anew  wharf  along  and 
near  which  twenty-six  vessels  were  lying,  and  I  saw  the  desperate  traffic  carried  on 
in  utter  defiance  of  the  blockade,  I  gave  the  Southerners  credit  for  greater  energy 
than  I  had  believed  possible.  Among  the  ships  I  observed  the  notorious  privateer 
Sumter,  which  had  arrived  the  day  before  with  a  prize  laden  with  valuable  silks 
and  wines,  two  other  privateers  and  a  captured  Boston  clipper,  which  was  being  cut 
down  and  pierced  for  guns.  The  other  vessels  were  either  prizes  or  merchantmen 
owned  in  lyiverpool  or  New  York,  which,  having  brought  in  cargoes  of  foreign  goods 
and  munitions  of  war,  were  being  Inadc'd  with  rice,  cotton,  and  turpentine.  Nearly 
all  the  cotton,  it  was  stated,  would  find  its  way  to  New  England,     Five  ships  I  was 
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told,  li;ifl  sailefl  during  the  night.  It  was  from  this  harlior  that  Mr.  Slidell  and  his 
friend.s  sailed  for  Cuba  on  their  way  to  Europn,  and  until  its  whereal)ontH  is  discov- 
ered and  the  mouths  of  these  inlets  ett'ectually  closed  with  s^oue,  or  sunk  lighters  the 
blockade  is  a  mere  sham  and  the  trade  with  Charleston  virtually  open." 

In  the  course  of  a  tour  through  the  adjoining  States  the  special  correspondent 
found  other  ports  where  a  thriving  import  and  exiJorthnsincHS  appeared  to  be  carried 
on  without  the  slightest  concealment  or  chunce  of  interruption.  At  Wilmington, 
N.  C,  no  hostile  squardon  had  ever  troubled  the  repose  ol'  the  prosperous  and  con- 
tented merchants,  the  embouchure  of  Cape  Fear  River  having  apparently  been  over- 
looked by  the  official  geographers  of  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Superintendent  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting  a  sketch  of  places  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  in  possession  of  the  United  States. 

Coast  Survey  Office, 

.Washington,  December,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  With  this  I  send  a  copy  of  a  geographical  sketcli*  pre- 
pared by  Assistant  C.  O.  Boutelle,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  whose  services 
have  been  so  distinguished  at  Port  Royal  and  the  vicinity,  giving  the 
chief  localities  of  operations  between  St.  Helena,  S.  C,  and  Tybee,  Ga. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Bache, 
Super  in  tendent, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  F lag-Officer  Du  Font,  forward- 
ing information  regarding  the  blockade  runner  Isabel. 

i^AVY  Department,  December  13,  1861. 
Sir:  The  following  extract  from  an  intercepted  letter,  dated  Charles- 
ton, November  13,  ISO],  is  submitted  for  your  information: 

I  have  just  written  you  by  the  Isabel,  a  steamer  which  will  attempt  to  run  the 

'This  map  is  omitted  as  not  necessary  to  publish,  but  upon  it  is  shown  the  loca- 
tion of  places  in  possession  of  the  United  States  forces,  December  12, 1861,  as  follows: 

1.  Forts  Walker  and  Beauregard,  Port  Royal,  taken  in  naval  action,  November  7, 
1861. 

2.  Beaufort,  S.  C,  occupied  by  naval  forces,  November  9, 1861,  and  by  army  forces, 
December  7,  1861. 

3.  Battery  at  Braddock's  Point,  on  southeastern  extremity  of  Hilton  Head  Island, 
seized  by  the  Army  November  8,  1861. 

4.  Battery  on  northeastern  extremity  of  Tybee  Island,  seized  by  the  Navy  No- 
vember 24,  1861. 

5.  Fort  on  southeastern  extremity  of  Otter  Island,  St.  Helena  Sound,  seized  by  the 
Navy  November  25,  1861. 

6.  Fort  at  Sam's  Point,  in  Coosaw  Kivor,  at  northeastern  extremity  of  Ladies' 
Island,  seized  by  the  Navy  November  2.5,  1K61. 

7.  Fort  on  Fenwick's  Island,  on  left  bank  of  Ashepoo  River,  and  about  2  miles 
from  mouth. 

8.  Battery  on  northeastern  extremity  of  Great  Wassaw  Island,  Wassaw  Sound, 
seized  by  the  Navy  December  5,  1861. 

9.  Port  Royal  Island,  occupied  by  the  Army  December  7,  1861. 
There  are  also  shown  Confederate  forts,  as  follows: 

Confederate  fort  on  right  bank  of  Wilmington  Kiver,  Georgia,  at  "Red  House," 
and  about2  miles  from  month,  reconnoitered  by  the  Navy  December  5,  1861. 

Confederate  fort  on  lelt  bank  of  Vernon  River,  Georgia,  near  mouth  of  Little 
Ogeechee  Kivcv.  reconnoitered  b>  Ihe  Navy  December  11,  1861. 

Fort  Pulaski,  at  mouth  of  Savannah  River,  and  Fort  Jackson,  near  Savannah. 

— COMl'lLEKS. 
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blockade  on  Friday,  but  tliere  is  also  a  Spanish  vessel  which  will  leave  the  port  of 
Georgetown,  [S.  C],  this  week,  and  I  shall  send  a  few  lines  by  her  also. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  ^ 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  Houth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  8.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  F>u  Font,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  collection  of 

abandoned  cotton. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  13,  1861. 
SiE:  In  one  of  my  previous  letters  I  informed  the  Department  that 
1  intended   to  collect  the  cotton   in  this   vicinity  which  had  been 
abandoned  by  the  owners,  and  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  munition 
of  war. 

1  proceeded  so  far  as  to  procure  the  employment  of  some  intelligent 
negroes  in  ginning  the  new  cotton,  and  to  collect  a  few  bales  of  tlie  old, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  unginned  cotton  in  bulk.  But  1  very  soon  dis- 
covered that  there  existed  two  objections  to  the  further  prosecution  of 
my  purpose  wjiich  I  had  not  foreseen.  One  was  the  peril  to  which  it 
exposed  the  unfortunate  negroes,  and  the  other  the  time  and  labor 
consumed  in  the  operation — enough  to  interfere  with  the  military 
movements  of  the  squadron. 

Most  o*f  the  bales  collected  are  reserved  for  the  protection  of  the 
Fawneeh  machinery.  The  remainder,  with  the  loose  cotton,  is  sent 
home  in  the  brig  Ellen  P.  Stewart,  A.  H.  Gain,  master  (consigned  to 
the  navy  agent  in  Philadelphia  as  j»er  bill  of  lading  enclosed),  subject 
to  the  order  of  the  Department. 

Eesi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GriDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  BuFort,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  in  Tybee  Roads. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  13,  1861. 
Sie:  You  will  please  to  proceed  to  Tybee  lioads  and  report  to  Com- 
mander Missroon  for  blockading  duty  at  that  place. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du   P(.NT, 

Flag  Officer,  etc. 
Commander  .1.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  8.  8.  Seminole,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Order  of  Flafi-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  i>.  Navy,  to   Commander  Missroon, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  United  litutes  vessels  in  Tybee  Roads. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  13, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  directed  Oommauder  Gillis  to  report  to  you  on  the  sloop 
Seminole  for  blockading  duty,  and  you  will  please  send  to  Port  Royal 
Harbor  the  Flag  and  the  Pocahontas. 

I  recommend  that  you  send  the  Seminole  to  sea  when  vessels  appear 
in  the  offing  without  giving  an  account  of  themselves. 
ResijectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Commander  J.  S.  Missroon, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  Tybee  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  blochadc  duty  off  North  Edisto. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  14, 1861. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  off  North  Edisto 
and  assume  the  blockade  of  that  place. 
Eesptfctfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd, 

U.  S.  8.  Penguin,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  British  schooner  Parlia- 
ment. 

Navy  Department,  December  14, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  an  extract  from  a  dispatch,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  communicated  to  this  Department  on  the  12th 
instant  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Havana,  in  relation  to  the  English 
schooner  Parliament,  reported  to  have  run  the  blockade  at  Savannah 
and  to  have  taken  in  a  cargo  of  munitions  of  war  at  Havana  for  some 
Southern  port.  I  also  submit  for  your  information  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  written  at  Cardenas,  November  3: 

Tliere  is  a  schooner  liere  called  the  li.  J.  ll'aterman,  of  and  from  Charleston,  S.  C, 
that  has  run  the  blockade  seven  times.  She  came  here  consigned  to  the  American 
vice-consnl,  who  sold  her  cargo,  which  consisted  of  rice,  etc.  I  expect  that  he  has 
bought  her  return  cargo,  as  she  lias  commenced  taking  on  sugar  and  molasses.  She 
flies  the  rebel  ilag  as  bold  as  wc  can  ours. 

She  is  going  to  try  to  get  back  into  Charleston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc. 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag  Officer  Saml.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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[Enclosure — Extract.] 

U.  S.  Consulate-General  in  Cuba, 

Havana,  November  37, 1861. 

»  IF  *  *  *  *  « 

The  English  schooner  Parliament,  lately  an  American  vessel,  which 
ran  the  blockade  at  Savannah,  as  before  reported,  is  now  loaded  and 
ready  to  sail  with  a  cargo  of  munitions  of  war  for  some  Soutliern  ])ort. 
Mr.  Crawford  has  stated  that  he  has  requested  from  the  Hritisli  admiral 
on  tliis  station  a  man  of- war  to  convoy  this  vessel  beyond  llie  reach 
of  American  steamers  of  war,  sn])posed  to  be  in  the  waters  of  this 
vicinity.  I  am  informed  also  to-day  that  the  Englisli  schooner  Eugenia 
ISmiih,  Captain  Smith,  of  N'>w  York,  with  munitions  of  war,  etc.,  is  dis- 
patched for  Matamoras  by  the  British  consul  himself,  ac(;om])anied  by 
a  request  to  the  authorities  of  this  port  that  her  manifest  be  kept  from 
the  public. 

These  two  last  circumstances  do  not  reacli  me  from  ofBcial  sources, 
but  I  do  not  doubt  tbeir  truth.     *     *     * 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

K.  W.  8HUPELDT, 

Consul- (xcneral. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from   Brir/ailier- General   Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
iJu  I'ont,  U.  S.  Navy, proposing  a  reconnoissance  in  Broad  River. 

Poet  Royal,  Deeemher  15,  1861. 
Commodore:   Will   any  one  of  your  gunboats  be  so  disengaged 
to-morrow  as  to  be  able  to  run  up  Broad  Itiver  to  examine  the  entrance 
Into  the  river  leading  up  to  Port  Royal  Ferry '?    If  any  one  could  go  by 
9  o'clock,  I  would  like  to  accompany  it. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Flag-Ofiacer  S.  F.  Bu  PoNT, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  destruction  of 
a  schooner,  December  15, 1861,  of  St.  Andreivs. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  Si,  1803. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Commander  C.  Steedman,  of  the 
Bienville,  en  the  15th  of  December  last,  drove  on  shove  and  subse- 
quently set  on  fire  a  schooner  ofl'  St.  Aiidrews,  attempting  to  run  tlie 
blockade,  loaded  with  cofiee,  cigars,  blankets,  shoes,  etc.  She  was  from 
Havana. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Sabine,  to  proceed  to  New  York  for 
repairs  to  that  vessel.  * 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  December  17, 1861. 
Sir:  On  account  of  the  great  toil  and  exposure  to  whicli  your  crew 
woulfl  be  necessarily  subjected  in  obtaining  water  for  your  sbip  from 
tbe  wells  on  shore,  and  of  the  injuries  to  your  vessel,  sustained  in 
rescuing  the  oflBcers  aud  men  of  the  marine  battalion  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Governor,  I  have  concluded  to  send  the  Sabine  north. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to  New  York,  cruising  on  the  way,  and 
ui)on  your  arrival  there  you  will  please  to  report  to  Flag-Oflicer  H. 
Paulding,  commanding  the  U.  S.  naval  station,  New  York. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  TJ,  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  stations  of  certain  vessels  for  blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0.,  December  17,  1861. 
SiE :  As  soon  as  you  are  ready,  please  x)roceed  with  the  Susquehanna 
under  your  command  and  assume  the  blockade  of  St.  Simon's,  remain- 
ing underway  or  at  anchor  as  you  may  deem  best.  Many  vessels  are 
expected  from  England  just  now  to  run  the  blockade  somewhere  on 
the  coast,  and  St.  Simon's  may  be  resorted  to. 

You  will  please  direct  Commander  Steedman,  in  the  Bienville,  to 
cover  Fernandina,  and  Commander  Lanier,  in  the  Alabama,  to  cover 
W^assaw  and  Ossabaw  inlets.  The  first  is  now  the  only  access  to 
Savannah  with  deep  water;  the  latter  will  also  admit  vessels  which 
can  transmit  their  cargoes  to  Savannah. 

Please  collect  any  information  you  can,  should  the  opportunity  ofter, 
as  to  the  condition  and  defenses  of  any  portion  of  the  coast. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  J)u  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U,  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Reconnaissance  in  North  and  South  Fdisto  rivers.  South  Carolina, 
December  17-21,  1861. 

Order  of  Flag-Olficer  Su  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  12, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  take  the  Seneca  with  your  command  and  pro- 
ceed to  make  an  examination  of  South  Edisto,  North  Edisto,  and 
Stono  inlets. 
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The  object  of  this  examination  is  to  ascertain  how  far  the  entrance 
to  these  inlets  is  guarded,  but  in  doing  this  you  will  avoid  an  engage- 
ment, and  not  go  farther  than  is  necessary  to  draw  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  and  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force. 

Any  information  you  may  be  able  to  collect  at  Stono,  either  in 
regard  to  strengtli  of  the  enemy  in  batteries  or  otherwise,  or  in  regard 
to  the  landing  of  troops,  will  be  very  valuable. 

As  soon  as  this  duty  is  performed,  you  will  please  return  to  this  place 
to  make  a  report  of  your  i)roceedings. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  cic. 


Commander  P.  Dkayton, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


P.  S. — The  last  order  in  closing  paragraph  so  far  modified  that  you 
will  please  proceed  off  Charleston  Bar  before  returning  to  Port  Koyal. 


BepoTt  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  tiansmitting  additional  report. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harlor,  8.  C,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  a  report  by 
Commander  Drayton  of  a  reconnoiBsance  in  North  Edisto  liiver  and 
the  adjacent  waters.  He  discovered  a  fort  there,  consisting  of  two 
redoubts  for  five  guns  each,  connected  by  a  curtain  and  protected  in 
the  rear  by  palisades  formed  of  thick  plank. 

The  cotton  houses  and  outbuildings  were  set  on  fire  on  liis  approach. 
Hearing  that  there  were  500  of  the  enemy  at  liockville,  [S.  C],  a  small 
town  iu  the  vicinity,  he  advanced  upon  them,  and  found  that  the 
encampment,  which  had  been  occupied  some  four  months  was  deserted 
a  few  hours  before  his  arrival  in  such  haste  that  the  soldiers  had 
taken  only  their  arms,  leaving  their  camp  equipage  and  provisions 
behind  them. 

Captain  Drayton  took  on  board  the  tents  and  provisions  and  a  quan- 
tity of  cotton.  He  left  the  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  in 
possession  of  the  fort. 

Captain  Drayton  next  entered  the  South  Edisto,  where  he  found 
similar  fortifications  deserted  and  destroyed.  He  also  communicated 
with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun,  who  reported  that  everything 
was  quiet  in  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  the  fort  there  was  being  rapidly 
repaired  and  put  in  a  state  of  defense.  Captain  Drayton  brought  in 
two  prisoners. 

The  cotton  taken  by  Captain  Drayton  I  have  shipped  on  board  the 
coal  schooner  3/.  A.  (Sc/iind/er,  Ireland,  master,  bound  to  Philadelphia, 
consigned  to  James  S.  Chambers,  navy  agent  (as  per  bill  of  lading 
enclosed),  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  l^epartmeut. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washi^igton. 
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Seport  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 

U.  §.  S.  Pawnee, 
Port  Boyal,  8.  C,  December  21,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedieuce  to  your  order  of  tlie  14th  instant,  I  left  this  har- 
bor at  daylight  of  the  16th,  accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Seneca,  Lieu- 
tenant Gouimauding  Daniel  Ammen,  and  Coast  Survey  steamer  Vixen, 
Captain  C.  O.  Boutelle,  but  at  the  bar  found  that  the  heavy  northeaster 
which  was  blowing  had  raised  such  a  sea  as  to  render  it  out  of  the 
question  to  attempt  entering  the  rivers  which  I  was  directed  to  exam- 
ine. I  therefore  returned  to  my  anchorage,  which  I  left  a  second  time, 
however,  on  the  following  morning,  and  reached  the  North  Edisto  at  2 
o'clock.  Shortly  after  I  crossed  the  bar  witli  the  Seneca,  piloted  in  by 
Captain  Boutelle  in  the  Vixen,  which  vessel  he,  however,  left  when  we 
were  inside  for  the  Pawnee,  his  vessel  remaining  astern  of  us.  At  this 
time  we  could  plainly  pei'ceive  fortilicatious  ahead,  on  Edisto  Island, 
distant  a  mile  and  a  half.  As  it  was  reported  to  me  that  they  were 
filled  with  men,  I  commenced  firing  slowly  from  my  bow  guns,  as  did 
the  Seneca,  but  receiving  no  answer  soon  ceased,  and  running  by  the 
batteries,  anchored  in  the  North  Edisto  Liiver.  On  landing  I  found  the 
fort,  which  was  entirely  deserted,  to  consist  of  two  redoubts  for  five 
guns  each,  connected  by  a  long  curtain,  and  protected  in  the  rear  by  a 
double  fence  of  thick  plank,  with  earth  between  and  loopholed.  The 
guns,  as  the  negroes  informed  me,  had  been  all  removed  toward 
Charleston  some  weeks  back. 

While  1  was  making  this  examination,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Ammen  had  proceeded  up  the  river  for  about  5  miles,  the  eft'ect  of 
which  was  immediately  apparent  in  the  tiring  of  cotton  houses  and  out- 
buildings. As  during  the  night  some  negroes  came  on  board  and 
informed  us  that  at  the  small  town  of  Eockville,  which  was  in  full  sight, 
was  a  large  encampment  of  soldiers,  at  least  500,  and  Captain  Boutelle 
ottering  to  go  up  the  creek  on  which  it  was,  I  determined  to  make  them 
a  visit  ill  the  Vixen,  and  at  daylight  of  the  17th  went  on  board  of  that 
vessel  for  the  purpose,  taking  with  me  the  marines  and  boats  of  the 
Pawnee  and  Seneca,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Snell.  Owiug  to 
our  running  ashore,  we  did  not  reach  the  town  until  near  8  o'clock,  a 
little  above  which  was  a  sloop  laden  with  cotton  and  provisions,  which 
I  took  possession  of  and  had  towed  alongside.  There  being  still  no 
signs  of  life  on  shore,  I  landed  with  about  50  men  to  reconnoiter,  and 
was  soon  satisfied  that  the  troops  had  left,  as  the  first  thing  seen  was 
the  negroes  pillaging  a  building  in  which  was  a  large  quantity  of  com- 
missariat stores,  consisting  of  rice,  sugar,  bacon,  corn,  etc.  This  I 
stopped  at  once  and  had  what  remained  removed  to  the  Vixen.  Being 
then  i)iformed  that  the  camp,  which  wa.s  a  mile  from  the  water,  was 
entirely  deserted,  1  went  there,  but  although,  so  far  as  I  could  learn, 
the  troops  had  left  at  daylight,  and  it  was  then  only  a  little  after  8, 
the  negroes,  whom  1  found  as  busy  as  bees,  had  removed  the  most 
valuable  part  of  what  had  been  left,  which  was  nearly  everything 
excepting  their  arms.  The  encami)ment  was  a  large  one,  had  been 
occu[)iedfor  many  months,  and  its  late  tenants  had  been  evidently  in  the 
possession  of  every  comfort.  I  removed  to  the  boats  forty  Sibley  and 
four  ordinary  tents,  besides  a  ((uantityof  articles  of  no  particular  value 
which  were  lying  about,  and  found  at  a  neighboring  house,  which 
seemed  to  have  been  used  as  headcjuarters,  a  Confederate  flag.  Having 
pretty  well  cleared  the  ground  of  what  was  worth  removing,  and  being 
desirous  of  examining  above,  1  left  at  13  o'c,lo(;k,  and  proceeding  up  the 
river  with  the  Vixen,  not  liking  to  truist  the  Pawnee  in  so  narrow  a 
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channel,  came  on  the  Seneca^  which  had  started  at  9  o'clock  to  explore, 
fast  on  a  mud  bank.  We  remained  by  her  until  9  o'clock,  but  found  it 
impossible  to  pull  her  off,  owing  to  the  night  ti(ie  not  being  as  high  as 
the  morning  one.  While  lying  here,  however,  I  sent  the  boats  and 
burned  a  sloop  which  had  run  ashore  some  distance  beyond,  while 
attempting  to  escape  from  the  Seneca,  and  which  could  not  be  got 
afloat.  The  Vixen  afterwards  returned  for  the  night  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Paionee,  but  went  back  at  daylight  of  the  following  morn- 
ing with  a  party  of  men  and  boats  from  this  vessel  to  lighten  the 
Seneca,  which  vessel  was  got  off  at  high  tide.  While  the  Vixen  was 
running  up  the  river  for  this  purpose  she  came  on  a  small  sloop  laden 
with  cotton,  from  which  two  white  men  were  taken,  whom  1  now  have 
on  board  as  prisoners. 

As  in  the  meantime  nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  negroes,  all  in  a  great 
state  of  alarm,  had  collected  on  board  of  the  different  vessels,  1  deter- 
mined to  land  them  on  the  point  and  call  in  the  U.  S.  iS.  Penguin,  which 
was  cruising  off  the  port,  and  to  leave  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd 
in  charge  of  the  river,  after  my  departure,  until  he  could  hear  from  you. 
Captain  Boutelle  was  kind  enough  to  go  out  in  the  Vixen  and  pilot 
the  Penguin  in  to  her  anchorage  off"  the  fort,  where  she  now  is.  On 
the  morning  of  the  19th  I  ran  down  to  the  South  Edisto,  and  leaving  the 
Pawnee  and  Seneca  at  the  bar,  went  in  with  the  Vixen.  I  found  the 
fortifications,  which  are  on  Edisto  Island,  entirely  deserted  and  partly 
destroyed.  They  consist  of  two  redoubts,  which  had  mounted,  so  far 
as  I  could  judge,  four  guns  each,  but  the  guns  had  been  removed.  The 
Bale,  being  in  sight  across  Otter  Island,  in  the  Ashepoo,  I  made  signal 
and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun  pulled  over  with  four  boats.  He 
reported  that  everything  was  quiet  in  the  neighborliood  of  his  anchor- 
age, and  that  the  fort  on  Otter  Island  was  rapidly  being  iilaced  in  a 
state  of  defense.  Up  to  the  present  time,  although  they  had  been  in 
sight  of  the  South  Edisto  forts,  where  we  were  lying,  they  had  not  yet 
landed  there.  Having  finished  my  examination  of  the  South  Edisto,  I 
returned  to  the  Pawnee  and  stood  north,  with  the  intention  of  lying  oft' 
Stouo  for  the  night;  but  as  the  weather  looked  threatening,  and  tlie 
Vixen  was  almost  out  of  coal,  I  went  into  the  North  Edisto  again  for 
the  night,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  supjilying  her  with  some. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  reported  everything  as  when  I  left,  but 
on  the  following  morning  negroes  came  in  and  stated  that  the  trooi)S 
who  had  left  the  encampment  at  liockville,  being  largely  reinforced, 
showed  a  disposition  to  reoccupy  that  place.  As  the  weather  was  too 
threatening  to  permit  of  my  making  a  careful  examination  of  the  Stono, 
as  I  intended,  I  determined  now  to  return  at  once  to  this  place,  and 
report  to  you  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  North  Edisto.  This  I  have 
done,  reacbing  my  anchorage  here  at  3  o'clock  to  day,  although  some- 
what delayed  by  the  sea  raised  by  a  very  heavy  northeaster  which  is 
blowing  outside.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  I  sent  to  Charleston 
ton  to  report  that  the  Penguin  was  in  the  North  Edisto  and  with  direc- 
tions on  his  way  to  look  into  the  Stono  Eiver  and  see  if  he  could  make  out 
the  fortifications  which  the  negroes  tell  me  are  there  in  great  strength. 

I  can  not  conclude  without  expressing  my  indebtedness  for  the  ready 
assistaTice  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  and  Captain 
Boutelle  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Vommander. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter  of  Flag- Officer  B%i  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to   Commander  Missroon, 
U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatch  of  additional  vessels  to  Tybee  Boads, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch*  of  this  date,  closed  at  5:30  a.  m.,  has  Just  been 
received.  In  anticipation  of  a  portion  of  it,  J  have  already  dispatched 
the  gunboat  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead.  He  should 
have  left  yesterday  afternoon,  but  I  hope  is  already  with  you. 

I  am  now  dispatching  the  armed  steamer  Henry  Andrew,  Acting 
Master  Mather,  commanding.  You  will  find  him  a  very  efficient  officer. 
He  tows  down  with  him  a  coal  vessel.  When  empty,  please  send  her 
home  for  more  coal  without  her  calling  in  here. 

The  Andrew  will  be  followed  by  the  Ellen,  Acting  Master  Budd, 
another  efficient  officer,  in  about  two  hours. 

I  went  immediately  on  shore  and  called  on  the  general  and  urged  the 
departuie  of  troops  immediately.  They  are  being  forwarded  (I  refer 
you  to  my  accompanying  unofficial  letter*  for  further  details). 

I  have  not  another  vessel  of  war  undamaged  in  harbor  that  will  cross 
the  Savannah  Bar.  They  are  all  out  reconnoiteriug  Edisto  and  Stono 
under  Commander  Drayton,  closing  Charleston  Bar  under  Captain 
Davis,  holding  St.  Helena  Sound,  and  blockading. 

Please  accept  my  commendation  for  your  great  zeal,  and  remain 
assured  that  1  am  fully  impressed  with  the  difficulties  of  holding  Tybee 
Island. 

KespQctfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  etc. 

Commander  J.  S.  Misskoon, 

U.  8.  Ship  Savannah,  Tybee  Boads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  L>u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
referring  to  alleged  harsh  treatment  of  British  subjects  captured  in  the 
attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 

Navy  Dbpaetment,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir:  Complaint  has  been  made  by  the  British  minister  of  rigorous 
treatment  inflicted  on  certain  of  his  countrymen,  captured  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade.  A  correspondence  has  been  had 
between  the  representative  of  her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  was 
addressed  by  the  latter  to  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject. 

While  satisfied  that  our  naval  officers  are  as  humane  as  they  are 
biave,  I  may,  on  the  appeal  that  has  been  made,  enjoin  kindness  in  all 
cases  toward  captured  prisoners,  and  that  irons  be  used  only  when 
and  as  long  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  captives  and  the 
prizes. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloehading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


'  Not  found. 


408        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[Enclosure.] 

Dbpaetmbnt  of  State, 
WasMngton,^D.  G.,  December  3,  1861. 

Mt  Loed:  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  30th  of  November  last,  in  which  you  review  the 
explanations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  which  I  had  submitted  to 
you  concerning  the  cases  of  two  seamen  of  the  British  schooner  Revere, 
and  two  other  seamen  of  the  British  schooner  Louisa  Agnes,  which  two 
schooners  were  captured,  though  at  different  times,  in  attempts  to 
break  the  blockade  of  the  ports  held  by  the  insurgents. 

I  have  read  your  objections  to. those  explanations  with  great  care, 
and,  as  I  trust,  with  candor,  inspired  by  a  sincere  desire  to  concede  to 
the  complainants  whom  you  represent,  any  redress  to  which  they  might 
be  found  entitled,  and  to  preserve  the  best  possible  understanding 
with  the  Government  of  (jreat  Britian. 

The  Secretary's  explanations  do  in  fact  show,  as  you  have  assumed, 
that  the  two  seamen  of  the  schooner  Severe  were  confined  for  two  or 
three  days  in  single  irons  in  the  daytime  and  in  double  irons  during  the 
night,  and  that  after  the  period  thus  passed  they  were  left  at  liberty 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  but  confined  at  night. 

I  can  not  admit,  however,  that  you  are  perfectly  just  in  calling  this 
confinement  "hard  treatment." 

You  notice  the  explanation  that  confinement  of  the  seamen  with  irons 
to  the  extent  practiced  was  resorted  to  in  order  to  prevent  their  rising 
and  retaking  the  vessel.  But  you  object  that  no  information  is  given 
from  which  an  opinion  can  be  formed  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  the 
precaution,  and  that  no  evidence  is  adduced  of  there  having  been  ground 
for  suspecting  the  men  of  a  design  to  retake  the  vessel,  or  for  appre- 
hending that  they  had  the  means  of  executing  such  a  design. 

Whether  the  restraints  practiced  iqjon  the  two  seamen  in  question 
were  "hard  treatment"  and  "a  severe  measure,"  as  you  have  charac- 
terized it,  or  whether  it  was  proper  treatment,  of  course  depends  alto- 
gether, as  you  seem  to  admit,  upon  the  circumstances  whether  those 
restraints  exceeded  the  rigor  which  reasonable  prudence  required  for 
the  security  of  the  capturing  vessel  and  her  prize  on  their  way  to  port 
for  adjudication. 

You  seem  to  have  assumed  that  any  confinement  of  seamen,  especially 
in  irons,  in  such  a  case,  must  by  law  be  presumed  to  be  unnecessary, 
and  therefore  unreasonable  and  severe,  and  that  consequently  it 
devolves  upon  the  otticer  who  makes  the  capture  to  exculpate  himself 
from  the  general  charge  of  "hardness"  or  "severity"  by  showing  that 
the  rigor  practiced  was  necessary  in  the  act  comi)lained  of. 

I  submit,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  these,  as  in  all  other  cases,  it  rests 
with  the  complainant  to  show  in  his  statement  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances which  constitute  the  grievance  before  the  accused  party  can  be 
called  upon  to  deny  or  at  least  justify  the  conduct  alleged  against  him. 

I  proceed  to  examine  the  case  of  the  two  seamen  of  the  Revere  in  the 
light  of  this  rule. 

On  the  Cth  of  October,  your  lordship  addressed  me  a  note  in  which 
you  stated  that  you  therewith  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  a  dispatch, 
as  well  as  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  an  attested  copy  of  an  affidavit. 

You  added  that  you  desired  to  recommend  to  my  favorable  considera- 
tion the  request  to  which  those  papers  referred,  that  the  master  of  the 
British  schooner  Revere,  who  appeared  to  be  detained  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, might  appear  at  Boston  as  a  witness  for  the  defense  of  the  vessel 
belbre  the  prize  court  at  that  city. 
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You  added  that  yon  desired  also  to  direct  my  attention  to  the  unusual 
manner  in  which  the  master  and  cvew  of  .the  Revere  appear  to  have 
been  treated,  and  especially  to  the  fact  of  two  of  tUte  crew  having  becTi 
kept  (as  it  would  seem  very  unnecessarily)  in  irons.  You  closed  with 
requesting  me  to  return  the  attested  copy  of  the  aflidavit  to  you.  Your 
request  that  the  captain  might  be  allowed  to  appear  at  the  x)rize  court 
was  proini)tly  granted,  and  the  attested  copy  of  an  affidavit  was 
returned  to  yon  as  requested,  without  a  copy  of  it  having  been  taken 
in  this  Department,  as  it  was  not  then  supposed  that  yon  thought  it 
would  be  useful  beyond  the  purpose  of  showing  that  you  had  grounds 
for  calling  my  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  confinement  of  the  sea- 
men. It  is  necessary  to  state  that  the  dispatch  was  silent  upon  the 
subject  of  the  confinement  of  the  seamen.  A  copy  of  your  note, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  annexed  to  it,  was,  on  the  7th  day 
of  October,  the  very  day  of  their  receipt  by  me,  submitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  with  a  request  in  general  terms  for  the  inforniation 
necessary  to  enable  me  to  reply  to  the  note. 

On  the  11th  of  November  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  lord- 
shij)  a  second  note,  bearing  date  on  the  7th  of  that  month,  in  which  you 
recite  that  on  the  10th,  meaning  the  6th,  of  October,  you  had  directed 
my  attention  to  the  unusual  manner  in  which  the  inaster  and  crew  of 
the  British  schooner  Revere  appeared  to  have  been  treated  after  the 
capture  of  their  vessel  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge,  and  especially  to 
the  fact  that  two  of  the  crew  had  been  kept  in  irons.  You  then  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  before  me  another  and  kindred  complaint  about  the  rigor 
practiced,  as  j^ou  assumed,  upon  two  seamen  of  another  and  different 
vessel,  but  you  gave  me  no  information  whatever  concerning  the  two 
seamen  of  the  Revere. 

A  copy  of  this  last  paper  was  transmitted  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  on  the  12th  daj'  of  November. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  having  called  Flag-Offtcer  Goldsborough's 
attention  to  the  two  complaints  as  thus  submitted  to  me  in  very  gen- 
eral terms,  that  officer  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  send- 
ing him  the  papers,  copies  of  which  were  transmitted  to  you  and  which 
you  have  found  so  unsatisfactory. 

These  papers  show  that  the  irons  whicli  had  been  used  had  been  placed 
on  board  for  the  protection  of  the  prize  masters,  and  to  be  used  by  them 
when  deemed  necessary.  1  am  informed  that  irons  are.  always  provided 
and  kept  on  board  blockading  vessels  as  a  necessary  precaution.  So 
customary  is  this  that  a  naval  officer  who,  being  charged  with  the 
maintenance  of  a  blockade,  should  lose  his  own  vessel,  or  even  a  prize, 
for  want  of  this  precaution,  would  justly  incur  punishment  at  the  liands 
of  his  government.  The  pajjcrs  show  that  Lieutenant  Gwin,  the  exec- 
utive ofticer  of  the  Gambridye,  constantly  had  injun(;tions  from  the  com- 
mander that  the  crews  were  to  have  every  indulgence  their  case 
would  admit  of,  and  tiiat  they  should  be  made  as  comfortable  as  possi- 
ble. Upon  capture  of  the  Revere  he  put  the  prize  master  on  board  of 
her  with  the  irons,  with  instructions  to  use  them  if  he  should  deem  it 
necessary.  The  prize  master,  going  with  probably  only  two  or  three 
loyal  seamen  spared  from  the  Cambridge,  it  appears,  did  deem  it  neces- 
sary at  first  to  put  the  two  captured  seamen  in  irons  until  their  dispo- 
sitions should  be  ascertained.  When  it  is  considered  that  these  seamen 
were  strangers  to  him,  captured,  disappointed  in  the  objects  of  their 
voyage,  and  conveyed  against  their  wishes  and  will  to  a  distant  and 
to  them  foreign  port,  by  an  authority  in  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent 
power,  I  think  it  might  have  been  reasonably  apprehended  by  the  prize 
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master  that  if  left  from  the  first  entirely  free  they  might  attempt  the 
life  of  the  prize  master  or  at  least  the  deliverance  of  the  prize.  Usiug 
the  same  form  of  illustration  as  before,  I  tllink  that  the  prize  master 
who,  having  irons  put  in  his  hands  for  his  own  safety  and  the  security 
of  the  prize  vessel,  should  nevertheless  have  lost  the  prize  by  its  being 
recaptured  by  captives  whom  he  had  not  confined,  would  justly  be  dis- 
missed from  the  naval  service.  Whether  the  prize  master  might  not 
with  safety  have  released  thetwo  seamen  from  their  confinement  in  irons 
at  an  earlier  day  or  hour  remains  uncertain.  It  should  seem  enough 
if  he  has  exercised  his  best  discretion  in  a  case  in  which  his  discretion 
was  necessarily  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  unless,  indeed,  it  shall  be 
affirmatively  shown  that  he  willfully  or  negligently  abused  his  power 
over  the  unwilling  and  reluctant  seamen. 

That  he  did  not  so  abuse  his  power  seems  to  me  to  be  clearly  proved 
by  the  fact  that  all  of  the  officers  of  the  Cambridge  testified  that  the 
seamen  made  no  complaints  on  leaving  the  Camhridye,  and  on  the  con- 
trary spoke  in  good  terms  of  their  treatment,  and  that  the  commander 
of  the  Cambridf/e  declares  that  he  is  astonished  at  the  complaint  of  ill- 
treatment,  and,  with  the  best  sources  of  information  open  to  him,  denies 
their  assertions  altogether.  It  remains  to  say  that  theGovernment,  hav- 
ing no  sufScient  grounds,  can  not  agree  that  the  two  seamen  in  ques- 
tion in  the  present  case  were  hardly  treated  or  made  to  suffer  unneces- 
sary hardship.  For  this  reason  I  can  not  admit  what  your  lordship 
seems  to  claim,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ought  to  have  expressed 
his  disapproval  of  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  Cambridye,  or 
that  he  ought,  in  view  of  the  whole  case,  to  have  expressed  an  inten- 
tion to 'take  measures  to  secure  considerate  treatment  in  future  to  Brit- 
ish seamen  in  similar  circumstances.  At  the  same  time  this  Govern- 
ment means  and  intends  to  conduct  its  operations  upon  the  highest 
principles  of  humanity  known  in  maritime  proceedings,  and  especially 
with  a  view  to  the  exercise  of  justice  and  moderation  so  far  as  these 
proceedings  affect  Great  Britain  and  other  friendly  powers,  and  there- 
fore a  copy  of  .this  paper  will  be  addressed  to  the  flag-officers  of  the 
blockading  squadrons,  accompanied  by  an  instruction  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  use  irons  only  when  and  so  long  as  necessary,  and 
in  all  cases  to  practice  the  utmost  kindness  consistent  with  the  safety 
of  captives  and  prizes  toward  seamen  captured  in  attempting  to  break 
the  blockade. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  0])portunity  to  renew  to  your  lordshiji  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

William  H.  Seward. 

The  Right  Honorable  LoRu  Lyons,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon 
U.  8.  Navy,  referring  to  reported  attack  upon  Tybee  Island. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  Jhcember  19,  1861. 
Sib:  I  dispatch  the  Wyandotte,  Lieutenant  Commanding  McArann, 
to  ascertain  your  wants  and  receive  any  intelligence  you  may  have  to 
send. 

Commander  John  Eodgers  reports  that  the  troops  on  Tybee  were 
attacked  last  night.    I  hope  this  will  expedite  the  reinforcements. 

I  send  you  the  mails  for  the  Savannah  and  the  other  vessels  under 
your  commaud. 
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Tour  requisitioDS  have  also  been  received,  and  as  soon  as  you  can 
spare  the  Henry  Andrew  send  up  your  paymaster  by  lier  and  the  Henry 
Andreic  can  go  alongside  the  storeship  and  obtain  such  stores  required 
by  you  as  she  may  have. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  MissROON, 

if.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  Tyhee  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Furviance,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St.  Lawrence,  designating  an  outer  line 
of  crtnsing  and  blockading. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  19,  1861. 
SiE :  You  will  please  proceed  on  Monday  next  by  the  flood  tide  and 
cruise  between  (Georgetown  and  St.  Helena  Sound,  approaching  as  near 
as  possible  in  favorable  weather  the  harbors  of  Georgetown,  Bull's  Bay, 
Charleston,  Stono,  North  and  South  Edisto,  communicating  at  your 
discretion  with  tiie  vessels  permanently  blockading  these  ports,  receiv- 
ing such  information  from  them  as  they  may  have  to  give,  and  you 
imparting  to  them  such  knowledge  of  sails  in  the  offing  as  you  may 
deem  necessary.  You  will  perceive  by  this  I  intend  you  should  keep 
up  an  outer  line  of  cruising  and  blockading,  keeping  a  vigilant  eye  to 
expected  vessels  from  Europe  coming  with  the  intention  to  run  the 
blockade  with'contraband  of  war;  but,  as  above  stated,  I  desire  you  to 
perform  this  duty  as  close  to  the  coast  as  you  can  without  unduly 
hazarding  your  own  ship. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Captain  H.  Y.  Purviance, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  St.  Laiorence,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
Note. — This  cruising  ground  of  St.  Lawrence  modified  by  making 
terminus  Savannah. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Marchand, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  James  Adger,  to  proceed  to  blockade 
duty  off  Oeorgetoivn,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  19,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  James  Adger  and  assume  the 
blockade  of  Georgetown,  S.  C,  from  which  station  I  have  had  to  with- 
draw the  Sabine. 
The  bark  Oem  of  the  Sea  will  be  under  your  orders. 
Knclosed  please  find  instructions  for  your  governance,  with  list  of 
vessels  expected  from  England  intending  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  leave  to  your  discretion  the  best  manner  of  covering  the  port.  Yon 
may  sometimes,  by  leaving  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  for  a  short  time  to  watch 
it,  extend  a  little  your  circuit  to  the  southward  or  chase  a  vessel  in  the 
offing. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont    , 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Commander  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  James  Adger,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Wavy,  to  Acting  Master  Slather, 
U.  B.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Henry  Andrew,  to  proceed  to  bloclcade 
duty  in  Tybee  Roads,  Georgia.  * 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  19,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andreio  under  your 
command  to  Tybee  Eoads,  Georgia,  and  report  to  Commander  Miss- 
roou,  commanding  blockading  force  oft'  Savannah. 

You  will  take  a  coal  schooner  in  tow  and  report  the  same  on  your 
arrival. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  etc. 
Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mathek, 

JJ.  8.  8.  Henry  Andrew,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Commander  Drayton,  IT.  8.  Nary,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Budd,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Penguin. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
North  Fdisto  River,  December  19,  1861. 
SiE:  Tou  will  remain  in  the  North  Edisto  Eiver  until  you  receive 
orders  to  the  contrary  from  a  superior  officer. 

There  are  a  number  of  negroes  who  have  collected  for  security  on 
the  point  of  Edisto  Island.     Should  they  stand  in  need  of  your  assist- 
ance, I  recommend  you  to  give  it  to  them  if  it  can  be  done  without 
detriment  to  the  public  service. 
Yours,  respectfully 

P.  Dkayton, 

Commander. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  A.  Budd, 

U.  8.  8.  Penguin. 


Letter  of  Brigadier- General  8hcrman,  JJ.  8.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Du 
Pont,  IT.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  reconnoissance  in  Coosaw 
River,  8outh  Carolina. 

Headquaetees  Expeditionaet  Coeps, 

December  19,  1861. 
Commodoee:  As  the  copies  of  reports  of  reconnoissauces  enclosed 
herein  may  be  of  interest  to  you,  I  forward  them  by  my  coxswain. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sheeman. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  8outh  Atlantic  BlocMding  8qiiadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

Headquaetees  District  op  Poet  Royal, 

Beaufort,  8.  C,  December  18, 1861. 
Sie:  In  pursuance  of  my  directions,  Lieutenant  Porter,  Eighth 
Michigan  Regiment,  took  a  party  last  evening  across  the  Coosaw 
River  and  surprised  a  ])icket  on  Chisolni's  Island.  I  found  an  intelli- 
gent negro  as  guide.  The  party  started  at  half  past  9  o'clock,  crossed 
the  Coosaw,  got  in  the  rear  of  the  ]jicket,  attacked  it,  and  took  the 
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whole  party  of  six  prisoners.  Two  were  wounded.  They  belong  to 
the  Fourteenth  Eegiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Colonel  Jones 
commanding,  and  their  names  are  J.  P.  Langford,  Jj.  M.  Langford,  B. 
Matthews,  John  Matthews,  M.  W.  Jennings  (wounded),  and  Corporal 
G.  Y.  Langford  (wounded). 

I  have  not  been  able  to  elicit  much  information  from  them.  They 
state,  however,  tliat  theirs  is  the  only  regiment  stationed  at  Garden's 
Corner,  and  that  there  are  no  ])ieces  of  artillery  there.  They  have 
been  in  the  Confederate  service  about  four  months;  have  received  no 
pay.  They  stated  that  the  common,  people  had  been  led  into  the  war  by 
the  leaders;  that  they  volunteered  to  prevent  being  drafted. 

They  (the  prisoners)  believe  the  whole  difficulty  grows  out  of  a  mis- 
understanding.   Their  leaders,  however,  were  very  determined. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

Isaac  I.  Stevens, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Captain  L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Port  Royal,  8.  G. 


Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  December  19, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  reconnois- 
sance  made  by  the  Mayflower  yesterday: 

We  passed  into  the  Whale  Branch  by  the  Eastern  Channel,  finding 
a  nearly  uniform  sounding  of  3  fathoms  (at  half  tide),  except  at  one 
place  where  we  passed  over  a  bank,  in  If  fathoms.  We  found  no 
obstruction  until  within  about  a  mile  of  Port  lioyal  Ferry,  where  two 
tiatboats  loaded  with  live-oak  trees  had  been  sunk  in  the  stream.  We 
were  unable  to  find  them,  and  were  informed  by  the  negroes  that  at 
low  tide  the  boats  were  3  fathoms  below  the  surface. 

The  river  is  very  crooked,  with  sharp  turns  and  marshy  shores.  At 
Port  Koyal  Ferry  a  causeway  has  been  built  out  from  each  shore,  leav- 
ing a  space  of  some  300  yards  between.  On  the  mainland,  and  com- 
manding this  causeway,  the  enemy  had  a  battery  of  three  guns,  one 
Vlll-inch  columbiad,  one  6-pounder  fieldi^iece,  and  one  other  gun,  I 
think  a  24-pounder.  The  branch  was  so  narrow  that  the  captain  of 
the  Mayflower  said  that  he  could  not  turn  his  boat  in  it,  and  having  no 
other  resort  we  went  on  as  fast  as  possible.  When  within  half  a'mile' 
of  the  ferry  the  enemy  began  a  sharp  fire  on  us  with  small  arms  from 
the  bank  and  from  buildings.  The  distance  was  so  short  that  the  fire 
was  quite  accurate,  and  I  ordered  a  case  shot  to  be  tired  at  the  com- 
pany, which  effectually  dispersed  them.  As  we  neared  the  battery,  the 
enemy  unmasked  their  guns  by  shoveling  earth  from  the  parapet,  and 
as  we  jjassed  opened  fire  on  us  with  shot  and  shell,  firing  in  all  seven 
shots,  only  one  of  wliich  struck  the  boat,  and  this  one  did  jjo  damage. 
Captain  Day,  Third  lihode  Island  liegiment,  who  was  in  command  of 
the  detachment  wliich  was  on  board,  replied  to  their  shots  with  case 
shots,  making  tine  tiring.  I  am  convinced  that  the  two  larger  iiieces 
fired  were  not  mounted,  but  laid  on  the  ground,  one  intended  to  com- 
mand the  stream  toward  Broad  lliver  and  the  other  the  stream  toward 
Beaufort.  The  battery  seemed  to  be  newly  thrown  up  and  was 
unfinished. 

Some  miles  beyond  the  ferry  the  enemy  bad  commenced  to  plant 
piles  in  the  river,  but  over  a  hundred  feet  of  the  deepest  water  was 
unobstructed.  At  this  i.lace  a  number  of  tents  was  visible  near  the 
bank.  The  tents  were  not  in  regular  order,  so  that  it  was  difficult  to 
estimate  their  number,  but  1  should  judge  that  there  was  a  suflicient 
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number  for  half  a  regiment.  About  2  miles  from  the  ferry  our  boat  ran 
into  a  bar,  where,  from  the  best  information  I  could  get,  there  is  only 
8  feet  of  water  at  high  tide.  This  bar  extends  from  shore  to  shore,  and 
is,  I  should  judge,  200  feet  wide.  While  waiting  here  for  the  tide  to 
rise,  three  flatboats  loaded  with  men  of  the  Eighth  Michigan  Regiment 
came  from  the  direction  of  the  ferry.  The  enemy  brought  a  fieldpiece 
to  the  shore  and  opened  fire  on  the  boats  at  less  than  the  distance  of 
half  a  mile  with  great  rapidity.  To  protect  the  boats  J  ordered  Cap- 
tain Day  to  open  tire  on  their  gun,  which  he  did  with  such  success  as 
to  silence  it,  and,  I  am  quite  sure,  disable  it.  One  man  of  the  Eighth 
Michigan  Kegiment  was  mortally  wounded  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
At  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  Mayflower  floated  off  the  bar  and 
steamed  to  Beaufort  without  difficulty.  I  took  a  negro  prisoner,  who 
has  been  used  to  the  [Whale]  Branch,  and  who  piloted  us  nearly  the 
whole  distance,  aud  have  him  now  on  board  the  Mayflower. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  Bell, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Regiment, 

Acting  Inspector-  General. 
Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sheeman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Newcomh,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  B. 
Forbes,  of  arrival  at  New  York,  in  tow  of  steamer  Atlantic. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  FOEBES, 
Navy  Yard,  New  York,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival,  having  been  towed  from 
Port  Eoyal  Bay  [Sound],  South  Carolina,  by  the  steamer  Atlantic,  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  instant.  The  steamer  took  niein  tow  off  the  entrance 
of  the  bay.  1  have  no  written  orders  from  the  flag-officer — verbal  orders 
that  the  Atlantic  would  tow  me  to  New  York.  Flag  OfQcer  S.  F.  Du 
Pont  ordered  me  to  make  a  report  in  detail  from  the  time  I  towed  the 
Florida  off  the  reef  on  the  northern  breakers  until  the  breaking  of  our 
port  shaft.  I  did  so,  aud  asked  for  a  court  of  enquiry.  He  informed 
me  that  he  should  refer  my  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  When  the  shaft  broke,  a  hole  nearly  9  inches  iu  diameter  was 
made  in  her  bottom,  flooding  our  magazines.  I  refer  you  to  my  report 
as  to  the  circumstances.  At  the  place  where  the  shaft  perforated  the 
hull  was  not  more  than  one  thirtieth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Our 
rifled  guns,  with  all  the  ammunition  and  fixtures  that  were  saved,  were 
taken  from  the  vessel  by  verbal  orders  from  the  flag-ofticer.  All  the 
small  arms,  with  ammunition  and  equipments,  rockets,  lights,  etc.,  are 
on  board  in  good  order.  Unless  the  Department  shall  think  proper  to 
order  a  court  of  enquiry,  I  respectfully  request  a  short  leave  of  absence 
and  preparatory  orders  to  command  one  of  the  new  gunboats. 

My  crew,  with  the  exception  of  eight  men  and  those  belonging  to  the 
engineers'  department,  were  transferred  to  different  vessels.  After 
entering  New  York  Harbor  I  found  a  deserter  from  H.  B.  M.  frigate 
Immortalite,  who  had  been  smuggled  on  board.  I  at  once  secured  him 
in  irons,  and  shall  deliver  him  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  S.  Newcomb, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  R.  B.  Forbes. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingto7i,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatching  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Sabine  to  New  York  for  repairs. 

^ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  December  20,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  difficulties  in  wateringtlie  Sabine,  without  keeping  steamers 
ititlij  harbor  to  do  it  whose  services  I  needed  elsewhere,  with  some 
defects  to  her  rudder,  induced  me  to  order  her  to  the  North.    She  will 
enter  New  York,  and  1  am  directing  her  to  cruise  on  the  way. 

Captain  liinggold  and  his  crew  are  ready  and  anxious  for  active 
service,  and  if  they  could  be  transferred  to  some  steamer  like  ihe  Hart- 
ford, bringing  to  bear  at  once  their  present  training  and  discipline,  I 
respectfully  suggest  it  would  be  a  very  advantageous  disposition  of 
them.  I  enclose  Captain  Ringgold's  report  to  me. 
liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiBEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels  needing  repairs. 

Navy  Department,  December  20, 1861. 
Sir  :  As  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  especially  the  steamers,  may  at 
times  require  repairs  actually  necessary  to  their  efficiency  and  safety 
which  can  not  well  be  done  on  the  station,  the  Department  authorizes 
you  to  exercise  your  discretion  in  such  cases  as  to  sending  them  North 
to  be  repaired. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Missroon,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  measures  for  effectually  closing  Wassaui  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  20,  1861. 

My  Dear  Missroon  :  I  have  your  official  and  interesting  private 
letters,  on  cue  point  of  which  1  wish  you  to  act  immediately,  viz,  clos- 
ing efi'ectually  Wassaw  Inlet,  whicli  has  been  troubling  me.  The  Sus- 
quehanna has  orders  to  send  the  Alabama  there;  the  Fingal  must  not 
get  out. 

1  therefore  send  back  the  Wyandotte  for  you  to  keep,  but  you  must 
send  the  Seminole  and  the  Henry  Andrew  up  to  the  head  of  the  sound, 
near  Cabbage  Island,  wiiere  she  can  ett'ectually  close  both  Wilmington 
liiver  and  the  creek  through  Komerly  Marshes.  You  have  a  copy  of 
the reeonnoissance  made  by  Commander  [C]  E.  [P.]  Ilodgers.  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  Bankhead  was  with  Commander  Rodgers,  and  you 
can  send  the  Pembina  in  lieu  of  the  Andrew  if  you  prefer  it.  So  soon  as 
the  Alabama  comes,  she  must  go  in  and  relieve  the  Pembina  or  Andrew, 
as  the  case  may  be. 
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As  these  vessels  may  be  attacked  from  Savannah,  through  Wilming- 
ton Eiver,  they  must  be  on  the  alert  and  keep  boarding  netting  up  at 
night.  If  Gillis  chooses,  he  can  go  a  mile  «p  the  Wilmington  Eiver 
from  its  junction  with  Eomerly  Marshes  and  still  be  out  of  range  of  the 
fort  now  occupied  for  the  defense  of  that  approach  to  Savannah.  So 
soon  as  anything  gets  from  the  various  expeditions  I  will  reinforce 
this  Wassaw  division.  Now  I  am  left  with  nS't.  Lawrence.  The  Rhode 
Island  had  orders  to  go  to  you,  but  the  gale,  I  suppose,  prevented.  The 
Savannah  has  had  a  hard  time  in  this  particular.  When  blockading 
outside  under  Hull  she  could  not  be  found,  and  now  you  have  got 
inside  the  bar  the  supply  vessels  are  shy  about  going  in  after  you. 

General  Wright,  late  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  superior  in  that 
branch,  is  all  we  could  desire  now  at  Tybee.  His  request  to  the  gen- 
eral will,  I  know,  command  his  immediate  attention. 

1  can  not  find  the  printed  circular  about  the  contraband,  but  we  are 
authorized  to  rate  them  first-class  boys — that  is,  $10  and  a  ration.  I 
think  you  can  rate  Isaac  accordingly.  He  had  better  go  with  Gillis. 
Eodgers  took  18  f  [eetj  over  the  Wassaw  Bar  going  in,  and  came  out  with 
21  feet  at  high  water. 

Vanderbilt  Just  in.  I  send  you  the  last  date  from  New  York  (16). 
Very  squally  looking  from  England,  and  not  much  better  from  Prance. 
A  side-wheel  steamer  coming  in  with  a  square-rigged  vessel  in  tow. 
If  one  of  my  squadron,  I  will  send  her  down  at  once. 

Thanking  you  always  for  your  energy  and  zeal, 
I  am,  yours,  affectionately, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 
'Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  MisSROON, 

Tybee  Roads, 


Correspondence  regarding  the  first  stone  fleet  sunk  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  'December  20,  1861. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Mr.  Morgan  to  purchase  twenty-flve  old  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  October  17,  1861. 
The  Department  is  desirous  of  obtaining  twenty-five  old  vessels,  of 
not  less  than  250  tons  each,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  on  the  bar'  at 
Savannah.  You  are  authorized  to  obtain  suitable  vessels  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Mr.  Eichard  Chapell,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  in  the  manner 
following: 

1.  Purchase  the  twenty-flve  vessels,  after  suitable  examination  as 
secretly  as  possible,  before  any  knowledge  is  obtained  that  Govern- 
ment is  in  the  market. 

2.  Land  all  unnecessary  articles  and  sell  them  at  your  leisure  to  the 
best  advantage. 

o.  Prei)are  the  vessels  for  delivery  oil'  Savannah,  and  contract  with 
proper  parties  for  said  delivery  to  the  naval  officer  in  command  of  that 
port. 

4  Have  a  pipe  and  valve  fitted  under  skillful  direction,  so  that  after 
anchoring  m  position  the  water  can  be  readily  let  into  the  hold 

5.  Load  them  with  blocks  of  granite  to  utmost  extent,  considering 
their  safe  transit  down  the  coast.  ® 

6  Leave  one  anchor  and  chain  on  ooard  ready  for  use  and  such  sails 
and  gear  as  are  necessary  to  sail  them  to  their  destination 
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7.  The  officers  and  seamen  employed  on  tbis  duty  will  be  brought 
home  by  and  at  the  expense  and  subsistence  of  this  Department. 

8.  Let  this  duty  be  performed  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  let  the 
vessels  sail  in  fleets  of  six  at  a  time. 

9.  Notify  the  Department  of  the  probable  time  of  each  departure. 

Kespectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 
George  D.  Morgan,  New  York. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Su  Font,  IT.  S.  Navy,  proposmg  to  sink  the  obstmctions  at  the  entrance 

of  the  Savannah  Biver. 

Steam  Frigate  Wabash, 

Hampton  Beads,  October  19, 1861. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Fox  :  Captain  Eodgers  and  myself  have  conferred 
very  fully  upon  the  subject  of  sinking  obstructions  at  the  entrance  of 
Savannah  liiver,  and  we  agree  that  the  best  point  for  this  operation  is 
the  narrow  channel  above  Tybee  light;  but  that  this  point  is  probably 
rendered  inaccessible  at  present  by  the  batteries  on  Tybee  Island. 
This  was  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  conference,  you  remember. 
It  only  remains  to  try  the  effect  of  these  obstructions  on  the  outer 
bar,  on  the  spot  and  in  the  manner  designated  by  you  in  our  recent 
conversation  on  the  subject  at  the  Astor  House;  unless  indeed  we 
should  be  able  to  effect  an  approach  to  the  point  tirst  mentioned.     I  will 
take  care  of  them  when  they  come  down.    Shall  we  not  see  you  here 
before'  oar  departure? 

Yours,  very  truly,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Assistant  Secretary  G.  V.  Fox. 


Confidential  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard- 
ing the  twenty-five  vessels  purchased  for  sinking  in  the  harbor  of  Savannah. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  November  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  already  obtained  and  fitted  the  twenty-five 
ships  for  the  harbor  ot  Savannah,  and  only  awaits  a  disfwitch  from  you 
to  send  them  forward. 

Twenty  are  also  being  purchased  for  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and 
you  will  see  that  like  preparation  is  made  there  to  receive  tliem.  It  is 
believed  that  a  new  channel  now  exists,  bearing  about  due  east  from 
the  light.  If  this  can  be  thoroughly  closed,  and  only  a  few  vessels 
sunk  in  the  intricate  channel  of  Sullivan's  Island,  Charleston,  as  a 
harbor,  will  no  longer  exist. 

The  liienvUle  may  be  retained  with  your  command  if  she  has  not 
already  left.  The  intercourse  between  the  rebel  States  and  "Havana 
and  New  Providence  has  increased  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  the 
Department  has  directed  a  steamer  to  be  stationed  off  Havana  to  break 
up  that  end  of  the  traffic. 

The  rebels  boast  of  running  the  blockade  in  stormy  nights  with  the 
assistance  of  the  lights  of  our  fleet.   . 

The  Department  will  furnish  you  with  all  the  hulks  you  may  require 
for  any  part  of  the  coast  under  your  command. 

"Very  respectfully,  etc;.,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Ofticer  S.  F.  Du  1'ont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
N  w  B— VOL  12 27 
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Letter  from  Hr.  Morgan  to  Flag-OSicer  Sn  Font,  V.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  vessels  pre- 
pared to  be  sank,  and  ordered  to  the  port  of  Savannah. 

New  York,  November  18, 1861. 

Sib:  Under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  hand  you 
herewith  list  of  twenty-five  vessels  loaded  with  stone  and  prepared  to 
sink.    Also  copy  of  agreement  in  the  shipping  articles  of  said  vessels. 
Also  copy  of  letter  handed  to  each  master  for  his  government. 
If  the  weather  is  good,  all  the  vessels  will  sail  on  the  26th  instant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Geo.  D.  Morgan. 
Flag-Oflacer  S.  F.  Du  PONT. 

[IDnclosures.] 

Lint  of  old  tohaling  vessels  purchased  ty  order  of  the  Navy  Department  and  loaded  with 
stone,  ordered  to  the  port  of  Savannah,  to  sail  from  New  Bedford  and  New  London, 
Wednesday,  November  SO,  1861. 


Names. 

Tons. 

Port  of  departure. 

Names. 

Tons. 

Port  of  departure. 

356 
245 
308 
292 
395 
822 
254 
318 
407 

243 
314 
329 
289 
324 

New  London,  Conn. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
New  Bedford,  Ma.ss. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
New  London, Conn. 
Do. 

Ship  Rebecca  Sims . 
Ship  L.C.Richmond 

Ship  Courier 

ship  Maria  Theresa. 
Ship  Kensington  . . . 

Ship  Herald 

Ship  Potomac 

Bark  Peter  Demill.. 

Ship  Phoenix 

Bark  Leonidafl 

Bark  South  America 

Tonnage,  twenty- 
five  [.vessels]. 

400 
341 
381 
330 
357 
271 
3.5tl 
800 
404 
231 
608 

Bark  Tenedos 

Do. 
Do 

Bark  Fortune 

Ship  Robin  Hood  . . . 

Do. 
Do. 
Do 

Bark  Cossack 

Bark  Amazon 

Bark  Frances  Henri- 
etta. 

Bark  Garland 

Bark  Harvest 

Bark  American 

Ship  Timor 

Do. 
New  York. 
New  London,  Conn. 
New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Do. 

8,376 

New  York,  November  18,  1861. 


Copy  of  the  agreement  on  the  shipping  articles  of  the  stone  vessels  as  to  the  terms  and  serv- 
ice of  their  masters,  officers,  and  crews. 

"  From  the  port  of  New  London  (or  New  Bedford),  under  orders  fqr 
a  port  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  not  south  of  Key  West,  there 
to  leave  the  vessel  and  be  returned  free  of  expense  to  this  port.  Term 
of  service  not  to  exceed  three  months;  wages  guaranteed  for  one 
month  and  payable  on  return  to  New  London  (or  New  Bedford). 

"  New  York,  November  18,  1861.'" 


186—. 


Sir:  Tbe ,  now  under  your  command,  having  been  purchased 

by  the  Navy  Department  for  service  on  the  Southern  coast  of  the 
United  States,  the  following  are  your  orders  for  your  proposed  voyage: 

You  will  proceed  from  this  port  on the instant,  or  with 

the  first  fair  wind,  and  when  clear  of  the  land  make  a  direct  passage 

to  the  port  of and  there  deliver  your  ship  to  the  commanding 

officer  of  the  blockading  tieet  off  said  port,  taking  his  receipt  for  her 
to  return  to  me.  After  the  delivery  of  your  vessel,  yourself  and  crew 
will  be  provided  with  passage  to  the  poit  of  New  York  by  the  Navy 

Department,  and  on  arrival  there  you  will  call  on  -who  will 

furnish  you  funds  to  return  to  this  port. 
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On  tlio  voyage  down,  it  would  be  well,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  keep 
in  company  of  your  consorts,  to  exhibit  lights  by  night  and  sound 
horns  or  bells  in  case  of  fog  near  the  coast.  " 

You  will  also  examine,  daily,  tlie  pipe  iu  the  quarter  of  your  ship 
under  water,  to  see  that  it  remains  safe. 

The  only  service  required  of  you  is  the  safe  delivery  of  your  vessel; 
and,  as  she  is  old  and  heavily  laden,  you  will  use  special  care  that  she 
sustains  no  damage  from  unskillful  8earaanshii>  or  want  of  prudence 
and  care. 

On  a  close  approach  to  your  port  of  destination,  begin  to  put  between- 
decks  cargo  into  lower  hold,  and  before  anchoring  permanently,  have 
your  second  anchor  and  chain  (if  you  have  one)  secured  on  deck.  On 
leaving  your  vessel,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  you  will  bring  away 
papers,  chronometer,  charts,  compasses,  spyglass,  and  any  other  valu- 
able portable  articles,  not  required  by  the  commander  of  the  blockading 
fleet  there,  and  return  them  safely  to  me. 

In  case  of  disaster  to  preclude  going  on,  you  can  call  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, Hampton  Eoads,  to  repair  damages,  reporting  to  the  flag-officer 
there. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  and  speedy  passage,  I  am,  yours,  respectfully, 

Ge(jrge  D.  Morgan. 

Captain . 


Eeport   of  Commander  UiBsraon,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  ship   Savannah,  of  the 
arrival  off  Savannah  of  seventeen  ships  and  barks. 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah, 
JV'ear  Tyhee  Island,  December  5, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  have  arrived  near  this 
place  seventeen  ships  and  barks  (chiefly  old  whale  vessels)  up  to  this 
time,  with  information  that  many  more  are  on  their  way,  and  may  be 
daily  expected.  Tliey  are  all  laden  with  stone;  but  few  good  vessels 
among  them,  and  all  badly  found  in  every  respect,  especially  in  ground 
tackle,  few  having  more  than  one  chain  and  anchor;  one  of  them  (the 
Richmond)  no  anchor,  and  now  riding  by  our  stream  anchor. 

All  these  vessels  have  reported  to  me  under  a  uniform  printed  order 
from  their  owners  or  agents,  requiring  them  to  proceed  and  to  give  up 
their  respective  ships  to  the  senior  officer  of  the  United  States  blockade 
off  Savannah;  to  withdraw  all  articles  from  them  not  wanted  by 
the  1^1  avy;  to  take  the  receipt  of  the  senior  officer  for  their  respec- 
tive shipSj  and  to  return ;  that  the  Navy  Department  would  furnish 
conveyance  for  the  masters  and  crews  to  New  York.  Having  received 
no  intimation  of  the  coining  of  these  vessels,  and  having  dispatched 
the  information  of  the  arrival  of  several  of  them  to  you  yesterday  by 
the  Aitfjusta  for  your  orders,  I  have  so  informed  the  masters,  and  have 
not  yet  taken  charge  of  any  of  the  vessels. 

Several  of  these  vessels  have  arrived  in  a  sinking  condition.  The 
Meteor  parted  her  only  chain  and  went  ashore  yesterday  at  7: 30  p.  m. 
on  the  south  side  of  the  channel,  before  succor  could  reach  her  from  the 
Pocahontas.  The  ship  Lewis  is  also  ashore  and  bilged.  The  ship 
Phoenix  struck  in  trying  to  enter  the  harbor,  and  was  towed  in,  leaking 
badly,  with  loss  of  rudder.  It  being  certain  that  she  would  exhaust 
her  crew  and  would  sink  where  it  was  desirable  she  should  not,  I  had 
her  towed  where  she  makes  a  good  breakwater  and  bridge  for  landing 
on  Tybee  Island  from  the  shipjiing,  and  where  she  now  lies. 
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The  ship  Archer  also  struck  three  times  on  the  night  of  the  3d 
instaut,  off  Savannah  Bar  Shoals,  and  is  leaking  badly,  and  said  to  be 
unfit  now  to  go  to  sea.  * 

This  large  and  unexpected  accumulation  of  ships  within  a  very  lim- 
ited circle,  and  their  very  insufldcient  ground  tackle,  render  this  anchor- 
age unsafe  both  for  themselves  and  the  vessels  of  the  squadron,  par- 
ticularly of  this  sliip,  in  the  event  of  storms  from  the  northward  and 
northwest.  Their  early  disposition  on  that  account  would  be  very 
desirable. 

Each  of  these  ships  has  one  and  some  of  them  two  whaleboats  that 
might  be  of  service  in  your  operations.  I  may  use  them  in  landing 
troops  on  Tybee. 

Your  orders  would  be  desirable  in  regard  to  the  spars  and  sails  of 
such  vessels  as  you  may  plant  here. 

The  work  on  board  and  duty  ashore  are  seriously  felt  by  officers 
and  crews  of  our  vessels,  and  our  sick  reports  are  increasing. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  MiSSEOON, 

Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Havy,  to  Commander  Miasroon,  11.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 

towing  of  the  stone  fleet  to  Fort  Soyal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

* 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  (J.,  December  6,  1861. 
SiE:  I  have  directed  Commander  Lanier,  of  the  .A te&aw«,  to  report 
to  you  for  the  purpose  of  towing  up  to  this  port  the  vessels  of  the  stone 
fleet. 

If  you  find  it  advantageous  to  sink  any  of  these  vessels  for  a  wharf 
at  Tybee,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  ¥.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 
Commander  J.  S.  Misseoon,  JJ-.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  off  Savannah: 


Certificates  to  captains  of  the  vessels  of  the  stone  fleet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  17,  1861. 
This  is  to  certify  that  Captain  Archer,  in  accordance  with  his  instruc- 
tions and  contract,  has  delivered  over  to  me  the  stone  vessels  under  his 
command. 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Ship  Archer 

Ship  Robin  Hood 

BaA  Tenedos 

Bark  Herald  

Ship  Courier 

Bark  Fortune 

Bark  L.  C.  Riohniond 

Bark  American 

Ship  Kensington 

Bark  Leonidas 

Bark  Amazon 

Ship  America  

Ship  Potomac 

Ship  Rebecca  Ann  [Sims?] 

Ship  Maria  Theresa 

The  bark  Harvest  f 


Master, 


Wm.  Worth 

Jas.T.  Skinner.. 

O.Sisson 

O.K.  Gifford.... 

Pomeroy  . . . 

John  P.Rice 

M.  Molloy 

W.  A.  Beard 

B.W.Tillon 

John  Howliind  . 

J.S.Swift 

W.  H.B.Chase.. 

T.  Brown 

J.Willis 

T.S.Baily 

W.W.Taylor..., 


Ton- 
nage 


Feet 
draft. 


322 
400 
*300 
300 


310 
350 
275 
400 
.320 
300 
418 
350 
400 
330 
340 


14 
15 

12 
15 


14 
15 
15 
15 
12 
15 
16 
14 
■16 
16 
15 


♦Supposed. 


t  Kept  for  a  coal  ship. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Da  Font,  TT.  S.  Navy,  to  General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army,  requesting  trans- 
portation to  New  York  for  the  crews  of  the  stone  fleet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  December  21,  1861. 
General  :  Captain  Davis  returned  from  off  Charleston  to-day,  having 
sunk  sixteen  hulks  on  and  inside  of  the  main  bar,  the  work  having  been 
thoroughly  .done.  This  leaves  me  with  250  men  on  my  hands  to  send  to 
the  North.  They  are  men  on  board  the  Gahawba,  which  steamer  ren- 
dered much  assistance  in  the  operation,  and  Captain  Davis  speaks  in 
high  terms  of  her  commander. 

My  object  in  writing  is  to  say,  general,  that  I  would  esteem  it  an 
especial  favor  if  you  will  allow  the  Vahawba  to  take  the  crews  of  these 
stone  vessels  to  New  York.  "I  learn  she  is  nearly  discharged  and  can 
be  ready  in  a  day.  If  you  will  permit  her  to  go,  I  shall,  of  course,  pro- 
vision these  men.  I  have  some  information  to  send  you  of  some  further 
reconnoissaiice  by  Commander  Drayton.  He  has  been,  with  the  Faionee 
and  Seneca,  into  North  Jidisto.  The  guns  had  been  removed  from  a  large 
fort,  and  the  advance  of  the  vessels  surprised  and  caused  the  instant 
desertion  of  a  camp  of  500  men,  taking  their  arms  only,  leaving  their 
tents,  provisions,  and  canjp  equipage  in  oiir  possession. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  etc. 
General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head,  S.  G. 


BepoTt  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  XT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  successful  obstruction  of  the  main 
channel  leading  into  Charleston  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  December  23,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  main 
channel  leading  into  Charleston  Harbor  has  been  obstructed  by  the 
sinking  of  a  portion  of  the  stone  hulks  sent  out  for  this  purpose. 

I  intrusted  this  work  to  the  scientific  skill  of  Captain  Davis,  my  fleet 
captain,  and  the  Department  will  perceive  by  his  interesting  report, 
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herewith  enclosed,  that  he  has  performed  the  task  with  his  accustomed 
ability. 

Appreheuding  that  an  attempt  would  be  mSde  to  injure  the  defense- 
less ships  and  persons  unavoidably  exposed  in  front,  I  directed  Captain 
Davis  to  take  with  him  the  Mohican,  Commander  Godon,  the  Ottawa, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  and  the  •Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Balch,  as  a  covering  force.  These  vessels  were  Judiciously 
lilaced  so  as  to  bring  cross  fires  to  bear,  but  the  enemy's  steamers 
appeared  only  at  a  distance. 

I  have  projects  for  the  disposal  of  others  of  the  stone  vessels,  defer- 
ring the  execution  of  them,  however,  until  further  operations  are  deter- 
mined upon. 

Besides  the  disposition  of  those  on  the  Charleston  Bar,  I  have  applied 
eight  more  to  very  useful  purposes.    Twenty  four  of  the  first  fleet  have 
thus  been  disposed  of.    The  Department  is  aware  that  one  put  back. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


BepoTt  of  Captain  DaviB,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  returning  from  the  bar  off  Charleston,  where  I  have  been 
occupied  in  sinking  the  stone  ships  sent  out  by  the  Department  for  this 
purpose,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

During  the  service,  which  lasted  from  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant, 
until  to  day,  I  have  been  very  much  favored  by  weather,  aud  conse- 
quently the  moving  of  the  ships  from  Port  Koyal  to  Charleston,  the 
preparations  there,  and  their  final  disposition  on  the  bar  of  the  main 
channel,  although  consuming  time,  have  not  been  attended  with  any 
serious  obstacle  or  difticulty. 

In  all  tliis  work  I  have  been  ably  assisted  by  Commanders  Godon 
and  Goklriborough  and  by  Lieutenants  Commanding  Stevens  and 
Balch,  and  have  derived  much  valuable  information  and  important  aid 
from  the  skill,  local  knowledge,  and  zeal  of  Acting  Master  G.  H.  Brad- 
bury and  Mr.  Godfrey,  who  acted  as  pilots,  both  of  whom  are  worthy 
of  your  highest  confidence. 

Accordingly,  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  recite  details  of  duty  that 
have  nothing  in  them  either  remarkable  or  interesting. 

On  the  night  of  my  arrival  off  Charleston  the  light-house  was  blown 
up,  by  which  the  ])urpose  of  my  visit  was  essentially  promoted. 

After  the  bar  had  been  sounded  out,  two  shii)s  were  sunk,  one  on  the 
eastern  and  one  on  the  western  limit  of  the  channel,  which  served  to 
limit  the  field  of  operations. 

After  all  the  ships  which  were  to  be  sunk,  sixteen  in  number  had 
been  brought  here  and  in  a  position  to  be  easily  moved,  they  were 
towed  in  by  the  smaller  steamers  and  placed  u])on  and  inside  the  bar 
in  a  checkered  or  indented  form,  lying  as  much  as  possible  across  the 
direction  of  the  channel,  in  several  lines  some  distancve  apart,  and  thev 
were  made  so  nearly  to  overlie  each  other  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
draw  a  line  through  them  in  the  direction  of  the  channel  which  would 
not  be  intercepted  by  some  one  of  the  vessels. 
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There  were  several  principles  which  guided  me  in  choosing  the  place 
aud  the  manner  for  sinking  the  vessels: 

1.  The  bar  was  selected  because  it  is  the  princiijal  aud  culminating 
point  of  the  natural  deposit  in  this  line.  By  adding  the  materials  con- 
tained in  the  hulljs  to  those  already  placed  there  by  nature,  it  may  be 
expected  that  the  natural  forces  which  aggregate  the  latter  will  tend  to 
keep  the  former  in  their  assigned  position. 

2.  By  putting  down  the  vessels  in  the  indented  form  it  was  intended 
to  create  a  material  obstruction  to  the  channel  without  seriously 
imi)eding  the  flow  of  water. 

If  it  were  possible  to  build  a  wall  across  the  channel,  the  rivers, 
which  must  flow  to  the  sea,  would  undoubtedly  take  another  aud  simi- 
lar path;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  blocking  up  of  the  natural 
channel  is  only  partial,  the  water  may  retain  a  part  of  its  old  course 
and  require  the  addition  only  of  a  new  channel  of  small  capacity. 

3.  Lastly,  the  mode  of  sinking  the  vessels  is  intended  to  establish  a 
combination  of  artificial  interruptions  and  irregularities,  resembling 
on  a  small  scale  those  of  Hell  Gate  or  Holmes'  Hole,  aud  producing, 
like  them,  eddies,  whirlpools,  aud  countercurrents,  such  as  render  the 
navigation  of  an  otherwise  difficult  channel  hazardous  and  uncertain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chakles  Heney  Davis, 
Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Captain  of  the  Fleet. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  D".  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of   the  Confederate  States. 

Headquarters, 
Coosawhatchie,  S.  C,  December  20,  1861, 
Sir  :  It  has  been  reported  to  me  by  General  Eipley  that  the  enemy 
brought  liis  stone  fleet  to  the  entrance  of  Charleston  Harbor  to  day 
and  sunk  between  thirteen  and  seventeen  yessels  in  the  main  ship  chan- 
nel. The  Morth  Channel  aud  Maffitt's  Channel  are  still  open.  This 
achievement,  so  unworthy  any  nation,  is  the  abortive  expression  of  the 
malice  and  revenge  of  a  people  which  't  wishes  to  perpetuate  by  ren- 
dering more  memorable  a  day  hateful  in  their  calendar.  It  is  also 
indicative  of  their  despair  of  ever  capturing  a  city  they  design  to  ruin, 
for  they  can  never  expect  to  possess  what  they  labor  so  hard  to  reduce 
to  a  condition  not  to  be  enjoyed.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is  certain  that 
an  attack  on  the  city  of  Charleston  is  not  contemplated,  and  we  must 
eudeavor  to  be  prepared  against  assaults  elsewhere  on  the  Southern 
const. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  Lee, 
General,  Commanding. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 


Seport  of  Major  Thomae  M.  Wagner,  Soatb  Carolina  Artillery. 

Fort  Sumter, 
Charleston  Harbor,  February  12, 1862. 
Sir:  la  obedience  to  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  sinking  of  the  stone  fleet  at  the  entrance  of 
Charleston  Harbor. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  December  18  a  large  increase  to  the  blockading 
squadron  was  observed.  The  majority  of  vessels  appeared  to  be  old 
whaling  and  trading  vessels.  On  the  19th, 4he  weather  being  bad,  not 
much  progress  was  made  in  their  preparation  for  sinking.  A  few  of 
the  vessels  were  stripped.  By  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  great 
activity  was  observed;  fifteen  vessels  were  placed  in  line  more  or  less 
.direct  across  the  main  ship  channel,  about  4  miles  S.  S,  E.  of  Fort 
Sumter  and  3  miles  E.  S.  B.  of  the  light  on  Morris  Island.  By  evening 
all  had  been  stripped,  dismasted,  and  sunk.  Prom  the  observations 
made  the  vessels  appeared  to  have  been  placed  in  a  single  irregular 
line,  Avitli  intervals  of  100  feet,  making  a  distance  of  about  3,500  feet 
in  extent  from  shoal  to  shoal,  and  completely  occupying  the  channel. 
The  vessels  commenced  to  settle  immediately,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week 
but  little  was  to  be  seen  of  any  of  their  hulls.  Tliey  have  now  entirely 
disappeared.  Large  portions  of  the  wrecks  have  from  time  to  time 
come  ashore.  The  position  of  the  blockading  squadron  has,  however, 
■prevented  any  accurate  survey  being  made. 

On  January  20  another  fleet  came  to  anchor  off  the  port.  They  took 
up  their  position  in  a  line  extending  from  the  entrance  of  the  North 
Channel  southwardly  to  the  main  ship  channel.  The  vessels  were 
mostly  of  a  smaller  class  than  those  of  December.  They  were  fourteen 
in  number — barks  and  brigs.  They  were  stripped  and  towed  north 
wardly  to  their  positions,  which  were  on  the  south  edge  of  the  shoal 
known  as  the  liattlesuake,  and  opposite  the  entrance  of  the  Maffitt's 
Channel,  with  the  exception  of  one  vessel,  which  was  placed  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  shoal,  about  2J  miles  east  of  the  other  vessels  and 
between  the  shoal  and  the  Long  Island  beach. 

The  line  extended  from  north  to  south,  and,  by  measurement,  6i 
miles  E.  N.  B.  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  place  has  been  carefully  noted  on 
the  chart  of  the  harbor  at  Port  Sumter.  The  first  four  vessels  to  the 
north  of  the  line  were  sunk  on  the  western  end  of  the  Kattlesnake  in 
shoal  water,  the  balance  in  4  or  5  fathoms  water,  and  in  the  track  of 
vessels  entering  Charleston  Haibor  by  Maffitt's  Channel. 

The  operations  on  both  occasions  were  superintended  by  six  armed 
steamers  and  a  sailing  frigate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  M.  Wagner, 
Major,  S.  C.  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Sumter. 

Captain  Leo  D.  Walker, 

isnistant  Adjutant- General. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Kavy,  to  Commander  Missroon, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Savannah,  regarding  the  disposition 
of  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  December  21,  18(il. 
Sir  :  1  regret  to  hear  of  the  hazardous  condition  of  the  Savannah. 
The  ship  must  not  be  endangered.  You  arc  hereby  directed  to  take 
her  into  deep  water  whenever  you  may  think  it  necessary,  in  which 
case  you  will  please  resume  blockading  duty,  and  I  would  recommend 
your  cruising  down  the  coast  and  falling  in  with  Captain  Lardner  ofl' 
St.  Simon's,  consulting  with  him  as  to  the  best  disposition  of  the  Savan- 
nah in  heading  off  the  attempts  now  pending  of  the  running  of  the 
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blockade  by  vessels  loaded  with  arms  from  England,  of  which  1  have 
recent  and  important  information.  As  you  haye  but  fifteen  days'  water 
you  will  be  governed  accordingly,  and  return  to «P6rt  Eoyal  in  order 
to  refill  and  take  in  supplies.  I  will  endeavor  then  to  give  your  crew 
some  respite,  adopting  measures  to  check  the  unpleasant  symi)toms  of 
scurvy  which  you  have  reported. 

Commander  Drayton  will  go  down  to  Tybee  Roads  to-morrow  morning 
in  the  Pawnee.  Please  hand  overtohim  such  information  as  your  experi- 
ence in  the  roads  will  dictate  as  to  their  security  and  the  occupation 
of  the  island  by  our  forces. 

Eespectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  MissROON, 

U.  8:  Ship  Savannah,  Tybee  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  I'dtomska,  to  proceed  to  blockade  diity 
at  Port  Royal,  S,  G. 

Navy  Department,  December  21, 1861. 
SiK:   Proceed  immediately  witli  the  U.  S.  propeller  Potomska  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-OfiScer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for 
duty  as  a  part  of  the  South  -Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Before  saijing  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Potomska. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(tideon  Welles. 

Acting  Lieutenant  P.  G.  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Propeller  Potomska,  New  York. 

Mutatis  mutandis,  Lieutenant  A.  C.  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  commajiding 
U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Conroy,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U..  8.  bark  Restless,  to  proceed  for 
blockade  duty  to  Port  Royal,  8.  G. 

Navy  Department,  December  21,  1861. 
Sir  :  Proceed  immediately  with  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless  to  Port  Royal, 
S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  as  a  part 
of  the  South  Atlantic  Blocking  Squadron. 

Before  sailing  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Restless. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Conroy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Restless,  New  York. 

P.  S. — Touch  at  Hampton  Roads  on  the  way  to  Port  Royal  to  receive 
stores  to  be  sent  to  Flag-OfBcer  Du  Font's  squadron. 

G.  Welles. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,   U.    8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Bu  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  requesting  boats  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Headquarters  BxpEbiTioNAEY  Corps, 

December  21,  1861. 

Commodore:  I  have  just  beeu  informed  that  there  are  about  fifty 
whaleboats  brought  here  by  the  steamer  Cahawba  from  stoue  vessels 
that  were  consigned  to  you  and  recently  sunk.  I  have  beeu  some  time 
making  an  exertion  to  get  a  sufficient  supply  of  boats  for  necessary 
operations  in  these  waters,  and  these  would  come  in  play  very  oppor- 
tunely if  you  will  authorize  me  to  take  them.  Please  inform  me  if  I 
can  have  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Dm  Pont,  U.  8. 
Navy,  fo  near  ding  information  regarding  the  schooner  Kate  Rale. 

Navy  Department,  December  22,  1861. 
SiE:  The  schooner  Kate  Hale,  Captain 'Benton,  is  reported  to  have 
arrived,  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  13th  instant,  ten  days 
from  Georgetown,  S.  C,  with  a  full  cargo  of  naval  stores.  She  is  a 
fore  and  aft  schooner,  of  about  90  tons,  clean  built,  with  gaff-topsails, 
jib,  and  tlying  jib. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Keport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,    U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  modification 
of  blockading  instructions. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  after  due 
consideration  1  determined  to  modify  the  fifth  rule  of  the  blockading 
instructions*  heretofore  issued  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  ves- 
sels under  my  command. 

I  was  induced  to  do  this  in  consequence  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  one  of  the  blockading  squadron  considering  himself  bound  under 
the  former  rule,  warning  off  a  vessel  proceeding  toward  one  of  the 
blockaded  ports,  instead  of  capturing  her,  though  the  captain  admitted 
that  he  intended  to  run  the  blockade  and  was  well  supplied  with  money 
to  purchase  a  return  cargo  of  cotton. 

The  rule,  as  modified,  is  as  follows : 

Every  vessel  proceeding  toward  a  blockaded  port  is  to  be  boarded  aud  examined, 
aud  if  on  such  examination  any  irregularity  appears  in  her  papers,  or  there  are 

*  See  blockading  instructions,  October  24,  1861. 
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discovered  any  suspicious  circumstances  attending  lier  position  or  her  cargo,  and 
particularly  if  she  had  any  knowledge  of  the  blockade,  such  vessel  is  to  be  seized 
and  sent  in  for  adjudication. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  the  disposition  of  the 

blockading  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  24, 1861. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  report  upon  the  disposition  of  the  blockading 
vessels,  such  changes  have  taken  place  as  to  make  another  report 
necessary  in  order  to  keep  the  Department  informed  on  this  subject. 
At  present  there  are  stationed — 

Ofl  Georgetown,  the  steamers  James  Adger  and  Augusta  and  sailing 
bark  the  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Off  Charleston,  the  steam  sloop  Mohican,  the  steamer  Florida,  and  the 
sailing  bark  Roebuck. 

Off  Stono,  the  gunboat  Pocahontas. 

In  North  Edisto,  the  gunboats  Seneca  and  Penguin. 

In  St.  Helena  Sound,  the  armed  steamer  Isaac  Smith  and  the  sailing 
sloop  of  war  Dale.    These  vessels  command  South  Edisto. 

In  Tybee  Koads,  the  steam  sloop  Patvnee,  the  steamer  Wyandotte,  the 
gunboat  Ottaica,  and  the  armed  tugs  the  Ellen  and  Henry  Andrew. 

Off  or  inside  of  Wassaw  and  Ossabaw,  the  steam  sloop  Seminole  and 
the  gunboat  Pembina. 

Off  Doboy  and  Sapelo,  the  steamer  Alabama. 

Off  St.  Simon's,  the  frigate  Susquehanna. 

Off'  Fernaudina,  the  steamer  Bienville. 

The  sloop  Savannah,  withdrawn  from  Tybee  Koads  in  consequence 
of  her  grounding  at  low  water,  has  orders  to  form  an  outside  line  of 
blockade  by  cruising  from  St.  Augustine  to  Tybee  entrance,  and  the 
frigate  St.  Lawrence  will  proceed  to  sea  to-day  at  noon  on  the  same 
service. 

It  is  my  wish  and  purpose  to  hold  every  harbor,  inlet,  and  sound  on 
the  coasts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  except  Georgetown,  perhaps, 
and  Charleston,  by  having  a  sufiBcient  number  of  vessels  at  auchor  in 
them  at  all  times,  and  as  soon  as  the  size  of  the  squadron  will  admit 
of  it,  vessels  will  be  so  stationed  and  furnished  with  supplies  and 
inspected  by  myself  from  time  to  time  as  may  bo  necessary. 

This  last  duty  of  personal  inspection  will  be  very  much  aided  by 
having  a  dispatch  steam  vessel  of  convenient  size  and  good  speed,  so 
tljat  I  need  not  be  detained  too  long  from  my  headquarters,  for  which 
I  would  be  greatly  obliged  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary,  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodger s, 
U.  iS.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flag,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of 
Wassaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  24,  18(11. 
SiE:  You  will  please  proceed  to-morrow  morning  in  the  steum  sloop 
Flag,  under  your  command,  to  Wassaw  Sound,  to  take  part  in  tbe 
blockade  of  tliat  entrance  to  Savannah. 

You  will  report  to  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole,  in  the  event  of 
his  being  there ;  and. if  he  is  not  there  you  will  take  charge  of  the  duty 
of  the  blockade,  and  will  prevent  tbe  de]>arture  of  tbe  Fingal,  now 
lying  in  Wilmington  River  loaded  with  cotton  and  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  put  to  sea. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flng- Officer. 
Commander  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  8.  Flag. 


Destruction  of  the  British  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  December  24,  1861. 

Eeport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  report. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  January  7,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  24th 
ultinid  the  Uem  of  the  8ea,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Baxter,  ran  on  shore  and  burned  the  British  schooner  Prince  of  Wales, 
of  Nassau,  New  Providence  (on  the  list  of  vessels  furnished  by  the 
Department),  laden  with  salt  and  oranges,  at  North  Inlet,  9  miles  to 
the  north  of  the  entrance  to  Georgetown.    His  report  is  enclosed. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  tlie  energy  and  zeal  shown 
by  Lieutenant  Baxter  in  "this  enterprise. 

I  have  also  tbe  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  the  Augusta, 
Commander  Parrott,  captured  the_  schooner  Island  Belle,  of  Nassau, 
kiden  with  sugar  and  molasses,  about  12  miles  S.  E.  of  Bull's  Island 
light.  She  bad  a  clearance  for  Baltimore,  but  when  first  seen  was 
standing  in  for  Bull's  Bay. 

The  Island  Belle  was  built  at  Charleston  in   1801  and  called  the 
General  Ripley,  and   her    certificate  of  British   registry  bears  date 
November  4,  1861. 
Commander  Parrott  sent  her  to  New  York. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  Gem  of 

the  Sea. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  or  the  Sea, 
Off  Georgetoirn,  8.  C,  December  25, 1861. 
Sir:  About  half  ])ast  7  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  as  we  were  cruis- 
ing off  the  north  end  of  North  Island,  wind  Irom  north,  saw  a  schooner 
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running  down  the  coast  close  inshore.  We  immediately  tacked  ship 
and  stood  to  the  Is .  B.  in  order  to  cut  her  off.  She  then  hauled  to  the 
wind  and  stood  in  for  the  land.  We  immediately  tacked  ship  again, 
hoisted  our  colors,  and  stood  in  for  land.  As  she  did  not  sbow  her 
colors  we  tired  a  shot  across  her  bows,  to  which  she  paid  no  attention. 
We  then  gave  her  another  shot,  which  fell  astc^rn  of  her.  A  third  shot 
was  then  tired,  which  we  afterwards  discovered  went  through  her  bul- 
warks, cut  in  two  a  spar  lying  on  deck,  then-  struck  a  cask  of  water, 
and  glanced  through  her  deck  into  the  hold.  Four  more  shots  were 
fired  at  her,  which  did  no  execution.  As  the  last  shot  was  fired  slie 
passed  into  the  North  [Inlet]  entrance,  and  after  running  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  inside  the  point  ran  aground.  One  of  her  boats  was 
immediately  lowered  and  pulled  with  all  haste  up  the  creek.  The  creek 
or  channel  could  be  plainly  seen  from  the  masthead.  We  were  then 
lying  to,  about  2  miles  from  laud,  in  5  fathoms  water.  We  lowered  the 
first  cutter  without  delay  and  sent  Mr.  CofiSn  (master's  mate)  toward 
shore  to  take  soundings.  At  this  time  a  sail  was  reported  bearing  S.  E. 
from  us,  which  we  soon  made  out  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger.  The 
captain's  gig  was  then  lowered,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Clarke  (executive  officer) 
was  sent  in  to  reconnoiter,  and  soon  after  the  schooner  was  reported  to 
be  on  fire  and  two  boats  pulling  away  from  her  up  the  creek  for  dear 
life.  On  coming  up  with  the  first  cutter,  Mr.  Clarke  joined  Mr.  Coffin, 
sent  his  own  boat  back,  pulled  inside  the  bar  and  boarded  the  vessel, 
which  proved  to  be  the  English  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  of  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  loaded  with  fruit  and  salt.  Her  cabin  was  in  fiaiiies 
and  the  wind  jvas  blowing  the  fire  forward.  As  the  tide  was  rising, 
she  soon  swung  otf,  when  lie  let  go  her  anchors.  This  brought  her 
head  to  the  wind  and  took  the  tire  over  her  stern,  after  which  Mr. 
Clark  left  her  and  pulled  for  the  bark  to  report.  In  the  meantime  we 
had  lowered  the  second  cutter  and  sent  Mr.  Provost  (acting  master)  to 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Clarke.  Signals  for  assistance  were  also  set  for 
the  steamer,  but  she  only  came  within  2  miles  of  us  and  there  lay  with- 
out answering  them  for  at  least  two  hours.  The  second  cutter  went  in 
and  boarded  the  schooner,  passing  Mr.  Clark  on  his  return  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  outside  the  breakers.  Mr.  Provost  immediately  set 
all  hands  to  work  to  check  the  fire,  hoping  to  save  the  schooner  and 
bring  her  out  to  sea.  Having  no  buckets,  the  whole  complement  of 
cooking  utensils,  such  as  saucepans,  kettles,  coffee  pots,  etc.,  were 
brought  into  requisition,  and  after  an  hour's  hard  labor,  throwing  water 
and  sprinkling  salt  over  the  burning  timbers,  the  fire  was  subdued. 
By  this  time  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Coffin  had  returned  and  we  at  once 
hove  up  the  anchors  and  attempted  to  tow  her  out.  Another  boat 
then  came  alongside  from  the  bark,  under  charge  of  Mr.  Molloy  (mas- 
ter's mate).  They  succeeded  in  towing  her  out  of  the  creek,  when  a  fire 
was  opened  upon  them  with  rifles  from  the  mainland,  the  bullets  drop- 
ping and  skipping  around  them  so  thick  and  fast  that  they  attem])ted 
to  turn  from  the  channel  and  find  a  passage  to  tow  her  through  the 
l)reakers.  She  soon  grounded,  however,  and  finding  no  passage 
except  through  the  channel,  which  runs  close  under  the  land  within  150 
yards  of  the  beach  where  this  company  of  riflemen  were  stationed,  they 
were  obliged  to  abandon  the  schooner,  but  not  until  they  had  kindled 
good  fires  fore  and  aft.  The  second  cutter,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Provost, 
was  detained  some  time  longer  than  the  other  boats,  in  order  to  get 
the  fire  well  started,  when,  as  she  crossed  the  breakers,  eight  jebels 
made  their  appearance  on  the  point  (having  crept  along  on  the  outside  of 
the  island  while  they  were  inside)  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the 
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boat,  which  was  returned  from  all  the  boats.  'None  of  our  men  were 
injured,  although  the  bullets  fell  over  and  around  them  as  fast  as  the 
scoundrels  could  load  and  fire  their  pieces."  The  steamer  came  within 
hailing  distance  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  having  a  consultation  with 
Oaptain  Marchand,  we  sent  in  five  boats  (two  from  the  bark  and  three 
from  the  steamer)  to  blow  the  schooner  to  pieces,  fearing  that  otherwise 
she  might  not  be  effectually  destroyed.  But  on  reaching  the  breakers 
the  tide  was  found  to  be  entirely  too  low  for  the  boats  to  enter,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt.  On  turning  to  leave,  our  boats 
were  greeted  with  terrific  yells  from  the  rebels  on  the  island,  and  also 
with  another  charge  of  musketry,  but  received  no  injury. 

The  schooner  is  still  burning  this  morning,  and  her  masts  have  gone 
overboard,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  she  and  her  cargo  are  hope- 
lessly ruined. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxteb, 

Commanding. 
Commodore  S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Flag-Officer,  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commendatory  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volnnteer  lieutenant 
Baxter,  TT.  S,  Navy,  commanding  TT.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  9,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  your  official  report,  with 
extracts  from  your  log,  detailing  the  circumstances  under  which,  on  the 
24th  ultimo,  you  chased  and  drove  into  the  breakers  and  set  on  fire  the 
schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  and  for  the  gallant  conduct  of  your  officers 
and  men  when  exposed  in  their  boats  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  please  receive  my  warm  commendation  for  the  spirit  and 

zeal  which  governed  your  conduct  in  the  performance  of  this  service. 

I  have  forwarded  your  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

and  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the  same  for  my  own 

files. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  lAeu- 
lenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Kavy,  regarding  reeonnoissanc'es  in  the  North 
Edisto  River,  December  24-29,  1861. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  the  report 
of  Commander  Drayton  of  a   reconnoissaiice  in   South   and   North 
Edisto. 

I  have  since  this  reconnoissance  always  had  one  or  two  ships  in  North 
Edisto,  and  I  herewith  enclose  three  interesting  reports*  of  Lieutenant 

*  Two  reports  roforred  to  bear  dates  of  .January  8  and  21,  1862   and  will  Iir  fontiH 
under  dates  of  January  5  and  21,  1862.  '  '  "    '^®  '""""^ 
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Commanding  Ammen,  of  the  Seneca,  detailing  occurrences  there  up  to 
a  very  recent  period. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqvmdron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Fort  Royal,  S.  C,  December  29,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  tlie  23d  instant,  T  have  to  inform 
you  that  the  Seneca  entered  North  Edisto  Harbor  on  the  noon  of  the 
following  day.  Not  having  taken  the  precaution  to  run  up  the  distance 
and  anchor  off  the  port  in  the  morning,  owing  to  a  strong  northeast 
wind  and  consequent  current,  we  found  ourselves  at  daylight  near 
Charleston. 

We  found  the  Penguin  at  North  Edisto,  and  that  the  blacks  under 
her  charge  on  Botany  Bay  Island  were  constantly  increasing  in  num- 
ber and  amounting  at  this  time  probably  to  between  700  and  900. 
They  have  built  huts  and  appear' contented,  but  t  fear  their  supplies  of 
corn  will  soon  fall  short,  owing  to  their  improvidence  and  the  limited 
extent  of  country  over  which  they  range. 

I  bring  from  the  Penguin  three  prisoners — white  men — who  were  taken 
by  the  negroes  on  Edisto  Island  and  brought  on  board  of  that  vessel 
by  them.  They  are  doubtless  the  three  men  alluded  to  in  my  verbal 
report  of  the  22d. 

1  found  at  the  works  of  the  enemy  on  the  west  point  of  Edisto  Har- 
bor 141  Vlll-inch  shells  buried  in  the  sand;  they  were  s'aboted, 
filled,  and  fuzed.  Owing  to  their  exposure  I  thought  the  fuzes  defect- 
ive, even  if  ever  so  good  quality,  and  therefore  carried  the  shell  to  the 
low- water  mark,  to  prevent  accident  on  the  removal  of  the  fuzes.  The 
shells  themselves  are  not  of  such  quality  as  we  would  wish  to  use  in 
our  service. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  owing  to  exact  information  that  the  house 
of  Mr.  King  was  again  the  quarters  of  rebels,  this  vessel  went  up  the 
river  and,  from  a  convenient  locality,  shelled  the  premises,  and  also  a 
wood  on  White  Point,  in  which  a  number  of  cavalry  had  taken  refuge. 
They  left  in  haste  and,  I  am  informed,  with  the  loss  of  a  man  killed  or 
wounded. 

I  learned  yesterday  evening  that  on  the  26th  1,000  additional  men 
had  arrived  at  the  localities  mentioned,  and  that  on  the  27th  two  heavy 
pieces  of  artillery  had  been  brought,  and  that  on  the  28th  six  addi- 
tional pieces  had  arrived,  two  of  which  had  been  carried  to  some  point 
that  I  could  not  ascertain.  On  this  morning  the  Seneca,  accompanied 
by  the  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  shelled  the  locality, 
and  some  fifty  cavalry,  who  took  to  flight.  Not  doubting  the  fact  of 
heavy  pieces  of  artillery  having  been  brought  and  not  yet  in  battery,  I 
regarded  as  of  sufficient  importance  and  falling  within  my  instructions 
to  communicate  with  you  without  delay. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that  Wadmelaw,  John's,  and  some  parts  ol 
North  Edisto  islands  are  infested  with  gangs  of  rebel  cavalry,  whose 
principal,  if  not  sole,  object  is  to  drive  the  negroes  into  the  interior. 
We  understand  there  is  a  large  encampment  within  3  miles  of  Rock- 
ville,  and  that  at  low  tide  they  visit  that  locality;  but  not  wishing  to 
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injure  property,  and  bearing  in  miud  your  order  to  that  effect,  I  have 
not  shelled  it. 

I  have  established  a  beacon  and  range  on  tbe  southwest  side  of  North 
Edisto  Harbor  and  find  they  answer  well  for  our  drait  of  water,  but  will 
reserve  sailing  directions  until  we  have  bad  au  opportunity  of  making 
soundings  in  the  vicinity  of  the  range  and  over  the  bar. 

Bearing  in  mind  your  enquiry  as  to  the  uSe  of  Stono  as  a  port  for 
Charleston,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  one  of  the  prisoners  appears  to 
have  exact  information  on  that  point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,   V.  S.  Navy,  fortcarding  information 
obtained  from  a  deserter  regarding  Fort  PulasJci  and  Savannah,  Oa. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  25, 1861. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  some  interesting 
items  of  news  referring  to  Pulaski  and   Savannah  (obtained  from  a 
deserter),  which  were  sent  up  here  yesterday  from  Tybee  by  Com- 
mander Missroon. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure] 

The  following  items  were  given  by  a  deserter  from  Fort  Pulaski  who 
escaped  to  Tybee  Island  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  December,  1861, 
named  William  Barr,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  citizen  of  Philadelphia: 

There  are  now  more  than  500  troops  in  the  fort  and  about  9,000  in 
and  about  Savannah,  about  which  city  they  are  throwing  up  earthr 
works. 

There  is  a  tight  raft,  verj'  long  (about  300  feet),  proposed  to  be  used 
to,  or  for  firing  the  shipping,  lying  near  Fort  Jackson;  it  is  covered 
with  combustible  materials. 

That  he  (Barr)  cast  loose  the  raft  of  square  timber,  which  I  lately 
towed  to  the  island.  He  had  cast  loose  auotlier,  which  had  been  recov- 
ered by  the  enemy.  He  said  every  stick  cost  $10,  and  was  used  to 
glance  the  shells  expected  to  be  thrown  into  Pulaski  and  protect  the 
men  at  the  guns  in  casemate. 

That  an  attack  by  land  and  water  is  looked  for.  There  is  one  rifle 
cannon  in  Pulaski  only,  and  five  X-inch  columbiads  and  thirty-four 
heavy  Vlll-inch,  and  32s. 

There  are  four  mortars  of  X-inch  and  one  of  Xll-inch. 

The  Xll-inch  mortar  alluded  to  is  placed  near  the  wharf  and  about 
half  a  mile  from  Pulaski,  and  somewhat  nearer  to  Tybee  than  the  fort- 
between  that  mortar  and  the  fort  is  placed  another  mortar,  X-inch       ' 

Tlie  troops  about  Savannah  have  the  Enfield  and  other  improved 
muskets,  but  those  in  the  fort  use  the  smoothbore  musket. 
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They  have  plenty  of  powder  and  ball  for  their  cannon ;  they  calcu- 
lated ten  days'  supply,  at  ten  hours  a  day. 

The  troops  are  regularly  paid  in  Confederate  ifloney,  which  passes 
freely  and  as  good  as  gold  there. 

The  raft  cut  loose  had  161  logs,  costing  them  $10  a  log. 

There  is  no  talk  of  giving  in,  in  any  quarter.  They  are  determined 
to  fight  it  out,  and  expect  succor  in  the  action  of  England  and  France. 

They  are  expecting  the  news  of  a  fight  in  Virginia  daily. 

The  troops  are  well  fed ;  fresh  bread  daily,  and  fresh  beef  six  days  in 
the  week.    The  troops  are  satisfied  and  well. 

The  negroes  are  strong  secessionists  and  nine  out  of  ten  are  believed 
to  be  ready  to  fight  for  the  Confederacy. 

Several  negroes,  taken  by  the  fleet  or  army  at  Hilton  Head,  have 
returned  to  their  masters  in  Savannah.  Females  left  Savannah  about 
the  Sth  of  N^ovember  and  returned  afterwards. 

Soon  after  we  took  possession  of  the  island  the  enemy  got  together 
a  force  of  2,000  men  to  retake  it.  Many  of  these  troops  were  actually 
on  board  steamboats,  when  the  order  was  countermanded  by  General 
Lee.  Their  plan  was  to  send  1,500  troops  to  the  southwest  end  of  the 
island  (Tybee)  and  500  to  King's  Landing,  opposite  Pulaski.  General 
Lee  said  the  position  of  the  ships  rendered  the  attack  useless. 

Major  Olmstead  commands  Pulaski.  Tattnall  has  three  steamers 
and  one  flatboat,  with  three  heavy  guns,  one  of  them  a  rifle.  Two 
more  are  now  building;  one  will  be  finished  in  a  fortnight. 

Barr  is  particularly  intelligent  and  anxious  to  be  useful. 

J.  S.  MiSSKOON, 

Commander. 


Order  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Budd, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ellen,  to  report  the  circumstances  of 
an  attach  npon  that  vessel  in  SJcull  Greek. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Tybee  Harbor,  [Oa.],  December  aS,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  return  to  Port  Eoyal  and  report  yourself  at  once  to 
the  flagofflcer  and  make  a  report  of  the  circumstances  of  your  being 
fired  into.  Should  you  find  the  battery  still  in  position  in  Skull  Creek, 
[South  Carolina],  do  not  wait  to  engage  it  or  fire  further  than  is  neces- 
sary to  distract  their  attention  in  passing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Deayton, 
Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 
Acting  Master  Budd, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ellen. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  the  reason  for  send- 
ing the  U.  8.  8.  Ellen  to  Fort  Royal,  8.  C. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Tybee  Harbor,  [Ga.],  December  25, 1861. 
Sir  :  As  I  think  it  well  that  you  should  be  informed  of  the  Ellen^s 
being  fired  into  while  passing  through  Skull  Creek,  1  send  her  back, 
with  a  request,  however,  that  she  be  returned  to  me  if  possible,  as  the 
N  w  R— VOL  12 28 
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Fingal  may  ■vrell  try  to  run  to  sea  at  night  by  this  passage,  which  is  at 
least  a  mile  wide  and  requires  more  vessels  to  properly  watch  than  I 
will  have  when  she  leaves,  as  both  the  Pembina  and  Andrew  are  with 
Commander  Gillis  at  Wassaw.  It  is  certain,  I  think,  that  the  Fingal 
is  still  near  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blocl-ading  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


General  order  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Kavy,  regarding  the  chase 

of  blocli'ade  runners. 

U.  S.  S.  Pavptnee, 
Tybee  Harbor,  December  25,  1861. 
Sib  :  As  it  is  not  improbable  that  vessels,  particularly  the  Fingal, 
may  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  to  sea  the  first  dark  night,  you  will  be 
prepared,  on  a  signal  being  made  from  this  vessel  of  the  preparatory, 
to  get  underway  and  also  open  your  battery  on  the  passing  vessel, 
which  you  will  follow  to  sea,  if  able  to  run  out  in  the  night,  should  the 
signal  to  chase  be  made  from  this  vessel.  You  will  be  careful  to  keep 
always  the  bearings  of  our  own  vessels  so  as  not  to  fire  in  their 
directions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.,Dratton, 
Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  requesting  his  views  regarding  the  blocking  of 
Wilmington  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  December  26,  1861. 
General:  I  have  decided,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  it  would  be  expedient,  so  far  as  the  blockade  only  is  concerned, 
to  block  up  Wilmington  River,  the  second  entrance  to  Savannah,  as 
effectually  as  Savannah  Eiver  itself  is  blocked  up,  by  sinking  one  or 
more  of  the  stone  ships  at  the  place  where  the  former  empties  into 
Wassaw  Sound. 

But  before  doing  so  I  am  desirous  of  conferring  with  you  and  learn- 
ing whether  this  proceeding  will  interfere  with  any  plans  or  views  of 
your  own. 

Will  you  please  to  let  me  know  your  own  views  ou  this  point,  which 
on  this  occasion,  as  on  all  others,  will  meet  with  my  heartiest  concur- 
rence. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  blocking  of  Wilmington  River. 

My  Deak  Commodore  :  I  send  you  Gillmore's  report,  but  have  not 
had  time  to  have  it  copied;  therefore  please  return  it  to  me  as  soon  as 
you  have  copied  it.  I  hasten,  because  I  know  you  want  the  facts  at 
once. 

I  propose  this :  Let  the  stone  ships  stand  in  statu  quo  until  "Wilming- 
ton Narrows  are  examined ;  and  if  they  are  found  as  represented,  then 
stop  up  Wilmington  Eiver. 

But  we  must  know  the  positive  facts.    If  Wilmington  Narrows  are 
as  represented,  we  know  what  to  do. 
Yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  BaJch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahon- 
tas, of  engagement  with  Confederate  shore  battery  at  Stono  Inlet,  South 
Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  December  26,  1361. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  engaged  in  the  blockade 
of  Stono,  and  being  at  anchor  on  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  a  steamer 
came  down  through  one  of  the  island  channels  and  passed  in  front  of 
Stono  Inlet  and,  I  was  in  hopes,  in  range  of  our  guns.  I  directed  the 
X-inch  gun  to  be  flred  at  her,  but  before  the  shot  could  be  repeated  she 
had  passed  across  the  inlet  up  another  channel.  My  impression  is  that 
the  steamer  brought  down  a  recounoiteriug  party. 

Soon  after  firing  on  the  steamer  two  batteries  opened  on  the  Poca- 
hontas with  rifled  guns,  which  dropped  their  shot  only  from  50  to  150 
yards  short,  and  I  can  commend  their  accuracy  of  fire. 

We  replied  to  the  fire  of  the  two  batteries,  firing  twelve  15-second 
shells  and  three  32-pounder  solid  shot,  but  the  distance  was  too  great 
to  reach  them,  and  I  have  to  reijort  that,  owing  to  our  strong  desire  to 
get  closer,  this  ship  touched  the  bottom  several  times,  but  being  soft, 
and  having  been  promptly  relieved  from  her  unpleasant  situation,  I 
can  confidently  express  the  opinion  that  she  is  uninjured  either  in  hull, 
lower  masts,  or  bowsprit,  as  also  in  her  machinery. 

The  enemy  discontinuing  the  fire,  and  having  had  the  last  shot  at 
his  batteries,  I  stood  out  in  deeper  water  and  anchored. 

The  superiority  in  range  of  his  guns  was  soon  discovered  by  us,  and 
we  could  but  express  the  regret  that  the  depth  of  water  prevented  us 
from  shortening  the  distance,  and  thus  equalizing  the  ix)wer  of  his 
guns. 

I  herewith  enclose,  to  be  forwarded,  a  report  to  the  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Construction,  Equipment,  and  Repairs,  in  accordance  with 
general  order  dated  Navy  Department,  August  16,  1852,  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 
Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Truxtun,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  reconnaissance  in 
South  Edisto  Biver,  South  Carolina,  December  26,  27, 1861. 

U.  S,  Ship  Dale, 
Otter  Island,  St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C,  December  27, 1861. 

SiE :  I  have  to  make  the  following  report :  Last  evening  (26th  instant) 
Colonel  Thomas  Welsh,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  command- 
ing the  post  on  Otter  Island,  informed  me  that  his  picket  guard  on  the 
upper  end  of  Fenwick's  Island  had  seen  a  small  schooner  crnising 
about  in  the  South  Edisto  River.  I  therefore  dispatched  at  an  early 
hour  this  morning  the  launch  and  first  cutter  with  the  marine  guard, 
under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  William  Ottiwell  and  Midship- 
man Silas  W.  Terry,  to  capture  the  schooner  and  also  to  make  a  general 
reconnoissance  of  both  banks  of  the  river  as  far  up  as  time  and  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  The  boats  returned  at  9  o'clock  this  evening 
without  having  seen  the  schooner.  Mr.  Ottiwell  reports  all  the  houses 
on  Bailey's  and  Raccoon  islands  to  be  standing  in  apparent  good  order, 
but  the  plantations  entirely  deserted. 

There  being  no  signs  of  secession  forces  on  the  upper  side  of  Raccoon 
Island,  he  proceeded  on  in  obedience  to  my  instructions  to  Pine  Land- 
ing to  rest  the  men.  He  there  found  a  large,  deserted  house.  Having 
placed  picket  guards,  the  men  were  sent  to  dinner.  A  few  minutes 
after  the  guard  reported  seeing  a  carriage  through  the  woods  driving 
down  the  road.  Mr.  Ottiwell  with  a  detachment  of  marines  at  once 
started  in  pursuit.  After  going  a  few  hundred  yards  and  turning  a 
bend  in  the  road  he  came  upon  a  cart  half  loaded,  with  the  horse  har- 
nessed to  it,  standing  in  a  potato  field.  He  also  saw  a  carriage  driving 
rapidly  down  the  road  toward  Eddiugsville.  After  thoroughly  exam- 
ining the  neighborhood,  and  convincing  himself  that  the  place  had  just 
been  hastily  abandoned,  he  returned  to  his  boats  and  proceeded  up  the 
river  to  a  house  reported  by  the  negro  pilot  as  belonging  to  Governor 
Aiken,  in  the  porch  of  which  a  white  woman  was  standing  watching 
his  movements.  When  about  50  or  60  yards  from  the  front  of  the 
house  two  persons  in  the  uniform  of  officers  stepped  out  of  the 
house  and  placed  their  muskets  against  the  railing  of  the  veranda. 
They  were  almost  immediately  followed  by  some  10  or  12  armed 
men.  One  of  the  ofiScers  invited  Mr.  Ottiwell  to  land.  On  being 
asked  "Who  are  youf "  he  replied,  "Pickets  of  the  Fourth  South  Car- 
olina Regiment.  Come  on  shore,  I  tell  you."  On  Mr.  Ottiwell  declin- 
ing to  do  so,  the  whole  body  immediately  fired  a  volley  at  the  boats  and 
took  shelter  behind  the  oak  trees  and  shrubbery,  from  where  they  con- 
tinued their  fire  till  dislodged  by  canister  from  the  boat  gun  and  the 
musketry  of  the  marines  and  boats'  crews,  when  they  fled  behind  the 
house  for  refuge.  A  shell  thrown  through  the  house  forced  them  to 
take  flight  along  a  road  leading  to  a  village  of  negro  quarters  about  a 
mile  distant.  Mr.  Ottiwell  continued  to  throw  shell  after  them  as  long 
as  they  remained  in  range,  and  maintained  his  position  in  front  of  the 
house  for  twenty-five  minutes,  after  which  he  slowly  retired  down  the 
river  without  a  single  man  wounded  or  a  boat  struck. 

From  the  fact  of  the  bridges  being  destroyed,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  the  lower  or  eastern  end  of  South  Edisto  Island  only  that  has 
been  abandoned,  and  that  the  western  portion  is  still  held  in  quiet  pos- 
session by  the  rebels.  Although  the  expedition  has  not  been  productive 
of  any  visible  results,  I  trust  the  sudden  and  evidently  unexpected 
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presence  of  our  boats  will  prove  to  them  that  we  are  not  sleeping  on 
our  watch. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Tbuxtun, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Plag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomdg.  iSouth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Lu 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  postponement  of  operations. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  8.  C,  December  27, 1861. 
Commodore  :  Tours  of  yesterday  is  received.  Our  plans  for  cam- 
paign are  not  fully  matured,  but  in  the  meanwhile  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  work  you  refer  to  be  postponed  until  I  have  the 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  you,  which  will  be  to-day,  if  possible 
for  me  to  get  over  to  the  Wabash.  I  will  try  to  be  there  this  afternoon. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Flag-OfiQcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  for  tear  ding  consular  information  regarding  secret  signals  used 
by  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  December  27, 1861. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch 
(No.  41)  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Havre  in  relation  to  secret  signals  used  by  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents, 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

No.  41.]  U.  S.  Consulate, 

Havre,  December  3, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully ,  to  state  that  through  the  same 
source  of  intelligence  indicated  in  my  dispatch  No.  40, 1  have  learned 
that  the  Bermuda  employs  as  a  secret  signal  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  Isle 
of  Man,  being  three  legs  of  a  man  upon  white  ground.  My  skill  would 
fail  me  to  give  a  satisfactory  figure  of  it. 

A  shot  was  sent  across  her  bows  by  the  guns  at  Savannah,  upon 
which  she  raised  this  signal  and  a  free  passage  was  at  once  given. 

It  doubtless  has  heretofore  been  the  understood  signal  for  recognizing 
English  vessels  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  was  in  error  in  saying  she  coaled  at  Falmouth.  She  received  there 
her  bill  of  health  and  thence  proceeded  to  Madeira,  where  she  coaled. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  O.  Putnam. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  hlocMng  of  the  passage  between  Savannah  River 
and  Wassaw  Sound.  * 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  December  37, 1861. 
SiE :  From  your  letter  of  25th,  received  to-day,  and  from  information 
obtained  from  Master  Commanding  Mather  and  Pilot  Godfrey,  there 
seems  to  be  a  passage  from  the  Savannah  Eiver  to  Wassaw  Sound  near 
Little  lybee. 

I  learn  from  the  prisoners  now  on  board  that  the  Everglade,  Com- 
mander Tattnall's  steamer,  has  recently  gone  through  this  passage,  the 
prisoners  being  on  board  the  Everglade  at  the  time. 

It  becomes  important,  not  alone  for  securely  blocking  up  the  Fingal, 
but  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  the  pilot  boats  now  employed  for  the 
transshipment  of  cargoes  at  Wassaw,  to  have  this  passage  examined. 
You  will  therefore  please  direct  Commander  Eodgers  to  take  the  Henry 
Andrew  and  make  a  reconnoissance,  using  proper  caution,  I  have  no 
objection  to  having  the  passage  obstructed  by  one  or  more  stone 
vessels,  but  the  Wilmington  Kiver  must  be  left  open  yet.  I  think  the 
Seminole's  launch,  with  gun  and  armed  boat's  crew,  should  accompany 
the  Andrew  in  this  reconnoissance. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  John  P.  Gillis, 

U.  8.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  pilotage  and  police  of  Beaufort  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Navy  Depabtment,  December  28, 1861. 

SlE :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  enquiring  what  are  the  wishes  of  the  Department  in  respect  to 
the  pilotage  and  ixjlice  of  Beaufort  Harbor. 

If  Port  Royal  is  to  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  of  course  civil  officers 
will  be  appointed  and  municipal  laws  established,  which  authority  will 
make  a  tariff  of  prices  to  govern  pilots.  Until  that  shall  be  done  the 
place  will  be  under  martial  law  and  under  the  control  of  the  highest 
military  authority  there,  and  the  naval  commandant  should  regulate 
the  pilotage  as  he  deems  best  for  the  public  service.  The  boats  sent 
to  you  are  entirely  under  naval  authority,  and  the  officers  are  not  enti- 
tled to  any  remuneration  beyond  thei)-  pay. 

Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  enclosing  reports  relative  to  the 
steamer  R.  B.  Forbes,  was  duly  received,  and  also  your  two  letters  of 
the  20th  instant,  concerning  the  prize  Sarah  and  Caroline  and  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Sabine,  with  their  respective  enclosures. 

The  R.  B.  Forbes,  when  again  ready  for  service,  will  be  attached  to 
the  bomb  flotilla,  under  Commander  D.  D.  Porter. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  BlocMding  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  forwarding  consular  dispatches  regarding  the  arrival  ofblochade 
runners  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  the  attitude  of  the  authorities 
there  regarding  transshipment  of  coal. 

Navt  Department,  December  28,  1861. 
SiE :  Enclosed  herewith  you  will  find  copies  of  two  letters  from  the 
American  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  one  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  other  to  George  W.  Blunt,  esq.,  relative  to  cer- 
tain vessels  that  have  run  the  blockade  at  Charleston  and  to  the  action 
of  the  authorities  at  Nassau. 

As  the  object  of  the  Department  in  sending  the  Flambeau  to  Nas- 
sau seems  to  be  frustrated  by  the  English  authorities,  it  will  devolve 
upon  your  squadron  to  close  the  Southern  ports  on  the  Atlantic 
entirely  to  the  trade  with  Nassau;  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that 
you  will  obstruct,  at  all  hazards,  both  of  the  channels  to  Charleston. 
T  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Ofacer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

[EDclosure.  I 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  (No.  39)  received  from  the  IJnited  States  consul  at 
Nassau,  relating  to  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  several  coal-laden  ves- 
sels and  of  the  danger  of  their  cai)ture  by  the  insurgent  craft. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Sewarb. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Subenclosures.] 

No.  39.] 

TJ.  S.  Consulate, 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  9,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  the 
steamer  Flla  Warley,  from  Charleston,  with  1,0U0  bales  of  cotton.  She 
is  the  steamer  Isabel,  lately  so  called,  and  I  presume  she  is  armed. 
Several  coal-laden  vessels  are  now  due;  one  has  arrived  in  this  harbor, 
and  one  is  now  in  the  offing,  prevented  from  crossing  the  bar  by  the 
strong  gale  which  has  prevailed  for  some  days. 

Nothing  would  be  easier  than  the  capture  of  these  Government 
stores  by  these  secession  craft,  and  every  facility  would  be  afforded  by 
the  mass  of  the  people  here. 

I  have,  some  months  since,  advised  the  Department  of  the  necessity 
for  one  of  our  cruisers  being  dispatched  to  cruise  oft'  these  islands,  most 
particularly  in  the  New  Providence  channels. 
May  I  again  reiterate  the  suggestion'^ 

I  think  it  would  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  deluded 
people  here,  who  openly  sympathize  with  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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U.  S.  Consulate, 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  10, 1861. 

Dear  Sie  :  I  take  the  opportunity  offered  by  Captain  James  Bain, 
of  tlie  brig  Forest  City,  totally  wrecked  at  Abaco  on  the  24tli  ultimo, 
to  drop  yon  a  line,  recommending  him  to  your  notice  as  one  of  the  very 
honest  wreck  captains  I  have  ever  met. 

Secession  is  rampant  here  now. 

Last  week  the  steamer  Ella  Warley,  late  Isabel,  arrived  from  Charles- 
ton direct,  with  1,000  bales  cotton.  Yesterday  the  British  steamer 
Gladiator  arrived  from  London,  deeply  laden  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion for  the  rebels,  and  this  morning  the  steamer  Theodora  again 
arrived  here  from  Charleston,  a  little  damaged  by  the  long  and  heavy 
gale  which  has  just  abated. 

1  have  Just  received  a  consignment  of  several  cargoes  of  coal  from 
the  U.  S.  navy  agent  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  people  here  remonstrate 
with  Governor  Nesbitt  againsst  its  being  discharged  here;  but  they 
were  told  that  no  law  could  prevent  it. 

The  merchants  here  swear  that  it  will  not  be  permitted  to  be 
reshipped  on  any  national  vessel,  as  it  would  infringe  the  neutrality  (?) 
laws. 

This  is  a  pretty  barefaced  operation  in  the  face  of  three  secession 
steamers  now'lying  in  sight  of  the  consulate,  two  discharging  cotton 
and  one  loaded  to  the  bends  with  arms  for  the  damned  rebels  of  the 
South,  whom  may  God  speedily  destroy. 

H.  E.  H.  Prince  Alfred  visited  us  last  week,  and  was  most  enthusi- 
astically received,  several  balls  and  dinners  being  given  in  his  honor. 

I  hav^  written  to  the  Department  of  State  several  times  within  the 
past  four  mouths  to  send  an  armed  cruiser  to  this  vicinity,  but  as  yet 
none  have  appeared. 

Yours,  etc.,  in  haste, 

Samuel  Whiting, 
U.  S.  Consul,  Nassau. 

Hon.  Geor&e  W.  Blunt. 

3  p.  m.  I  have  just  received  notice  from  the  governor,  Xesbitt,  thatl 
may  "land  the  Government  coals,  but  only  on  condition  that  they  shall 
not  be  put  on  board  any  vessel  of  war  of  the  U.  S.  Navy  during  hostili- 
ties now  unhappily  existing  in  America." 
Please  give  publicity  to  this  damnable  extract  and  oblige. 
Yours,  truly, 

Samuel  Whiting. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretari/  of  the  Navy,  urging 
the  necessity  of  a  more  efficient  blocladefor  the  restriction  of  trade  with 
Nassau,  and  transmitting  correspondence. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  28,  1861. 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  two  communications  of  yesterday,  enclosing 
copies  of  dispatches  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau  in  rela- 
tion to  the  trade  between  Nassau  and  ports  in  the  insurgent  States  by 
which  large  supplies  of  arms  and  munitions  are  introduced  into  such 
States  and  cargoes  of  cotton  and  rice  exported  therefrom,  I  have  the 
honor  now  to  transmit  for  your  further  information  on  this  subject  a 
copy  of  a  communication  received  today  from  the  superintendent  of 
police  of  >iew  \ork,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  W  H 
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Macdonald,  ■which  accompanied  it,  showing  the  extent  of  this  unlawful 
trade  and  indicating  the  mode  by  which  it  could  be  prevented. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  prompt  means  should  be  taken  to  render 
the  blockade  more  eflBcient  and  thus  prevent  the  introduction  of  supplies 
into  the  insurgent  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Sewaed. 
Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Office  of  the  Supeeintendent 

OF  THE  Metropolitan  Police, 

Neic  York,  December  26,  18H1. 
Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  statement  made  to  me  to-day  by  Wil- 
liam H.  Macdonald,  late  a  shipmaster  running  out  of  Charleston. 

In  my  conversation  he  stated  that  opportunity  is  open  for  procuring 
arms,  etc.,  and  breaking  up  the  Nassau  tralfic. 

He  says  he  had  $200  offered  to  him  to  take  charge  of  a  vessel  to  run 
the  blockade,  and  that  if  the  crew  had  been  white  instead  of  black,  as 
it  was,  he  would  have  taken  the  job  and  have  run  the  vessel  into  a 
Northern  port  or  into  the  blockading  squadron.  But  he  feared  the 
captain  and  mate  would  be  too  much  for  him  with  nothing  but  a  black 
crew  to  back  him. 

Any  vessej  going  to  Nassau  for  freight  to  run  the  blockade  can  get 
it  if  the  officer  in  charge  will  arrange  it  right,  and  a  few  captures  in 
this  way  would  cure  the  recklessness  with  which  supplies  have  been 
thrown  into  the  Southern  ports. 
It  is  worth  looking  at. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

John  A.  Kennedy, 

Super  inten  dent. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

fSubenclosure.] 

New  York,  December  26, 1861. 

W.  H.  Macdonald  says  that  he  has  been  a  shipmaster  and  sailed 
out  of  the  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  four  years  past. 

That  he  went  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  about  two  or  three  months 
ago  and  remained  there  two  months,  and  returned  to  New  York  yester- 
day, bearing  dispatches  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  which  he 
placed  in  the  post-oflice  (1  understood  him  to  say)  yesterday  afternoon 
at  an  hour  so  late  that  he  could  not  at  the  time  obtain  a  receipt  for 
them.    He  is  now  staying  at  No.  11  Oak  street,  in  this  city. 

Left  Nassau  December  11,  on  the  British  brig  Mary  Emily,  Captain 
Avery.  During  that  morning  saw  ship  Miza  Bonsall,  of  Charleston, 
Hying  English  colors,  going  toward  Nassau,  where  she  was  expected  to 
arrive  to  take  on  board  a  load  of  cotton  from  two  Charleston  steamers 
then  at  Nassau,  viz,  the  Isabel  and  the  Gordon,  which  had  run  the  block- 
ade. About  the  time  of  seeing  the  Eliza  Bonsall,  an  armed  vessel  of 
the  United  States  (a  propeller)  also  hove  in  view,  when  Macdonald 
requested  Captain  Avery  to  bear  down  on  the  propeller  to  give  her 
information  of  the  true  character  of  the  Eliza  Bonsall,  but  the  captain 
declined  to  do  so,  and  the  ship  undoubtedly  entered  Nassau  without 
molestation. 
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During  bis  stay  at  Nassau  over  thirty  sail  of  rebel  vessels  entered 
the  port.  They  generally  changed  name  and  flag  in  the  first  twenty- 
four  hours;  sometimes  it  was  done  in  less* than  twelve  hours  after 
arrival.  One  merchunt  at  Nassau  has  assumed  the  ownership  of  at 
least  ten  rebel  vessels,  when  in  reality  he  has  not  ten  cents  owner's 
interest  in  the  whole  of  them. 

At  the  time  Macdonald  left  Nassau  the  English  steamer  Gladiator 
was  lying  there,  laden  with  Armstrong  guns,  small  arms,  and  powder. 

An  English  full-rigged  brig  left  also  on  the  11th.  She  had  come  from 
England  to  run  the  blockade,  and  came  into  Nassau  to  procure  a  pilot. 
She  obtained  one,  named  Blake,  and  took  out  a  clearance  for  New  York, 
and  then  sailed  down  South  to  make  whatever  port  was  open  to  them, 
intending  to  strike  at  Fernandina,  Fla.,  first;  failing  there,  to  coast  up 
for  a  chance,  and  if  none  offered,  to  come  to  New  York. 

W.  H.  Macdonald. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  JJ.  S.  Jfavy,  to  Commander  Drayton, 
U.  S.  Xavy,  regarding  the  withdrawal  of  the  tf.  8.  8.  Ottawa,  for  service 
in  the  Coosau-  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Earbor,  8.  C,  December  28, 1861. 
My  Dear  Deatton  :  I  send  YandaUa  to  add  to  your  force,  but  I  must 
withdraw  the  Ottawa  for  a  short  time  to  go  on  important  service  in  the 
Coosaw  Eiver  with  the  army  to  knock  down  some  forts  they  are  put- 
ting up. 

Respectfully,  etc..  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  Drayton, 

U.  8.  8.  Fail- nee,  Tybee  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  8.  Xavy,  regarding  the  condition  of 
affaim  in  Tybee  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Tybee  Roads,  December  38,  1861. 

Sir:  The  YandaUa  has  just  arrived  at  sunset  and,  as  might  be  sup- 
posed, wanted  a  tow  immediately,  having  taken  her  berth  where  there 
will  scarcely  be  water  at  low  tide.  There  may  be  a  moral  effect  attend- 
ing her  presence,  but  otherwise  she  can  scarcely  be  of  use  except  to 
occasionally  aid  the  soldiers  with  boats  and  men,  and  even  16  feet  is 
too  much  for  this  anchorage,  the  channel  of  deep  water  being  very  nar- 
row, and  even  I  have  scarcely  much  more  than  swinging  room.  As 
there  is,  however,  water  for  vessels  drawing  12  feet  at  the  top  of  the 
tide  for  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile,  I  should  think  that  without  another 
small  steamer  coasters  might  slip  by  at  night.  The  Fingal,  I  under- 
stand, can  not  return  to  the  Savannah  Eiver  without  unloading. 

The  anchorage  here  is  very  bad.  The  Wyandotte  got  adrift  to  day, 
and  was  nearly  in  the  breakers,  when  her  steam  saved  her.  The  Ben 
De  Ford  nearly  dragged  into  me,  and  the  coal  schooner  kept  me  busy 
half  the  night  to  get  her  out  of  her  dangerous  proximity  to  the  beach. 
I  should  have  got  ballast  enough  in  her  today,  had  the  weather  per- 
mitted, and  sent  her  off'.  You  ask  me  my  opinion  of  the  military  occu- 
pation here,  and  whether  their  shore  batteries  can  give  me  any  support 
The  guns  already  mounted  are  quite  sufficient  to  protect  the  anchorage' 
supposing  (which  is  not  probable)  that  we  snould  be  driven  off     If  I 
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required  more  vessels,  it  would  be  merely  with  regard  to  the  more  com- 
plete blockade  both  in  and  out.  The  Wyandotte,  with  her  present  com- 
mauding  officer,  I  should  be  afraid  to  permit  out  of  my  sight,  and  she  is 
consequently  almost  useless.  I  could  give  no  order  with  the  least  hope 
of  its  being  intelligently  obeyed,  and  think  that  if  a  new  commander  is 
not  soon  found  there  will  be  no  vessel  for  the  one  whom  you  may  select. 
Even  she  draws  a  little  too  much  water  for  this  place,  and  her  battery, 
bad  enough  in  itself,  is  almost  ruined  by  Van  Brunt's  carriage. 

In  talking  over  the  matter  with  General  Wright,  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  both  his  camp  and  my  vessel  are  entirely  within  range  of  a  Xl-iuch 
colurabiad,  of  which  there  are  four  at  least  at  Fort  I'ulaski.  Why  they 
have  not  yet  been  used  is  their  secret,  and  it  will  not  be  the  first  time 
they  have  kept  one.  I  might  move  beyond  3^  miles,  the  range  of  the 
gun  referred  to,  but  this  would  leave  for  the  soldiers  only  the  extreme 
southerly  point  of  the  island. 

General  Wright  says  that  there  are  not  at  present  mortars  enough 
cast  to  shell  them  out  of  Pulaski,  and  that  had  we  them  we  would  have 
to  make  regular  approaches  as  for  a  siege.  The  fact  is  that  this  war 
must  be  carried  on  properly,  and  the  soldiers  must  fight.  When  they 
are  inclined  to  do  so,  and  to  trust  themselves  in  the  open  field  without 
ships  or  fortifications,  then  we  can  take  all  these  places  in  the  rear  and 
either  starve  them  out  or  attack  them  on  their  weak  point.  It  is  a 
disagreeable  admission  to  make,  but  there  is  not  a  doubt  that  they  can, 
without  a  shadow  of  risk,  make  all  that  part  of  Tybee  within  a  circle  of 
3  miles  nearly  untenable  whenever  they  have  collected  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  columbiads  and  the  necessary  ammunition,  to  say  nothing  of  large 
rifle  guns,  none  of  which  they  have  as  yet. 

The  landing  is  very  bad  here,  and  scarcely  to  be  improved  without  a 
regular  breakwater.  The  ships  suuk  aflbrd  a  very  little  protection,  but 
not  much. 

I  have  not  seen  anything  lately  of  TattnaU's  flotilla,  which  is,  per- 
haps, busy  in  Wassaw  Sound,  which  is  open  to  vessels  of  their  light 
draft. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Dkayton, 
Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Poht, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Mather, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  Tybee  Roads  and  Wassaw 

Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  28, 1861. 
SiE:  Tou  will  proceed  to  Tybee  Roads  and  report  to  Commander 
Drayton,  proceeding  through  Skull  Creek  or  the  outside  passage  at 
your  option,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  exchange  of  officers  with 
the  Wyandotte,  and  then,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  proceed  to  Was- 
saw Sound  and  deliver  the  enclosed  dispatch  to  Commander  Gillis, 
remaining  subject  to  his  orders. 
Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather, 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andreic,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Instructions  from  Commander  Drayton,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Hag- 
gerty,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  regarding  block- 
ade duty. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Tyhee  Roads,  December  30,  1861. 

SlE :  I  wish  you  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  on  all  vessels  attempting 
to  come  in  at  night,  as  they  must  approach  you  first.  Have  an  armed 
boat  ready  to  board  them  and  your  guns  ready  for  use,  in  case  they 
should  insist  on  passing  you  before  you  are  satisfied  of  their  character. 
Also  notify  all  vessels  that  they  must  not  come  above  where  the  Wyan- 
dotte is  lying,  as  they  will  place  themselves  within  range  of  the  guns  of 
Pulaski. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  Commanding  off  Tybee. 

Oommander  F.  S.  Haggeety, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia,  Tybee  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,    TJ.    8.  Navy,  regarding  the  insecure 
anchorage  of  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Vandalia. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Tybee  Roads,  December  31,  1861. 
Sir  :  Commander  Haggerty  has  made  a  report  to  me,  which  I  have 
promised  to  call  your  attention  to,  on  the  insecure  position  of  his  ship 
at  her  present  anchorage,  which  is  the  best  here,  except,  perhaps,  a 
very  small  place  where  1  am,  but  which  is  entirely  too  near  the  fort  for 
any  vessel  to  lie  without  steam,  nor  is  there  any  other,  with  this  excep- 
tion, where  more  than  3:^  fathoms  at  mean  low  water  can  be  found  for 
a  sufficient  distance  to  allow  for  swinging  with  a  moderate  good  scope. 
This  depth  is  liable  to  be  decreased  2  feet  by  i)articular  winds,  leaving 
the  Vandalia  little  over  a  foot  to  spare  for  the  sea,  which  is  sometimes 
here  quite  heavy.  There  is  also  a  likelihood  of  a  vessel  going  over  her 
anchor,  which  he  tells  me  was  the  case  with  his  night  before  last,  and 
caused  several  severe  blows  to  be  received.  I  agree  very  much  with 
Commander  Haggerty  in  his  views,  and  think  this  a  dangerous  anchor- 
age for  any  vessels  drawing  over  12  feet,  and  particularly  for  sailing 
ones,  which  must  anchor  a  little  more  out  of  reach  of  the  fort  than 
steamers.  I  do  not  see  that  the  Vandalia  can  render  any  service  for 
the  risk  she  runs,  and  for  all  useful  purposes  the  Ullen  would  be  fully 
equal  to  two  such,  as  she  is  so  far  off  that  her  guns  would  scarcely  be 
of  any  service,  and  even  her  boats,  for  the  same  reason,  are  not  very 
available  in  the  strong  tides  and  rough  water  that  seem  to  be  the  rule 
here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  Commandinq  oif  Tybee. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  ^   ■i'      v 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  JJ.  8. 
Navy,  to  delay  the  sinking  of  stone  vessels  in  Tybee  Creek. 

s 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  December  31,  1861. 
SlE :  Eecent  information  respecting  the  topography  of  Tybee  Island 
induces  me  to  suspend  for  the  present  the  sinking  of  the  stone  vessels 
at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  coining  into  Wassaw  Sound. 

Tou  will  therefore,  if  this  reaches  you  in  time,  not  sink  the  vessels, 
but  keep  them  at  anchor  in  a  safe  place. 
The  Alabama  or  other  vessels  must  cover  the  creek. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

TJ.  8.  Ship  Savannah,  Wassaw  Sound. 


Letter  from  Captain  Saxton,  JJ.  8.  Army,  to  Brigadier- General  Sherman, 
JJ.  8.  Army,  regarding  stone  vessels  for  army  use. 

Port  Welles,  December  31, 1861. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  application  maybe  made 
for  the  stone  ship  Garland  to  be  used  as  a  storeship  in  this  harbor,  and 
also  for  two  other  stone  vessels,  one  to  place  at  Seabrook's  Landing  and 
one  at  Beaufort. 

If  Commodore  Du  Pout  could  spare  us  these  three  vessels  it  would 
facilitate  our  operations  very  much. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  Saxton, 
Captain,  JJ.  8.  Army,  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Captain  L.  H,  Pelouze, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Expeditionary  Corps. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,JJ.  8.  Navy, commanding  TJ.  8.8.  Augusta, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Island  Belle,  December  31, 1861. 

U.  S,  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Bull's  Bay,  January  2,  1862. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  December  we  took 
as  aprize,  about  12  miles  S.  E.  of  Bull's  Island  light,  the  schooner  Island 
Belle,  of  166  tons,  of  iiTassau,  and  from  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  with  a  clear- 
ance for  Baltimore. 
Her  cargo  is  sugar  and  molasses. 

We  saw  her  at  daylight  standing  in  for  Bull's  Bay.  She  was  built 
at  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  1861,  and  called  the  General  Ripley,  and  her 
certificate  of  British  registry  bears  date  of  ISTovember  11, 1861.  I  sent 
her  to  New  York. 

We  have  still  on  board  the  master  and  most  of  the  crew  of  the 
Cheshire,  captured  on  the  6th  of  December.     I  think  it  is  due  to  them 
that  they  should  soon  be  sent  to  New  York. 
1  have  had  no  opportunity  of  sending  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parkott, 

Commander, 
Plag-Ofi&cer  Samuel  P.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  TJ.  8.  8.  Wabash. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  December  31,  1861. 

December  31,  1861. — At  8:15  spoke  the  Schooner  Island  Belle,  of 
Nassau,  from  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  bound  to  Baltimore  under  English 
colors;  sent  third  cutter  with  first  lieutenant  on  board.  At  8:25 
returned  with  captain  of  the  schooner.  At  9 :  30  sent  the  third  cutter 
with  Mr.  Wyatt,  captain  of  the  schooner,  and  six  of  our  own  crew  to 
examine  the  cargo.  At  10 :  50,  third  cutter  with  Captain  Parrott  went 
aboard  the  schooner.  At  11  hauled  down  the  English  flag,  hoisted  the 
American,  and  claimed  the  schooner  as  a  lawful  prize  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade  at  Bull's  Bay.  Sent  on  board  the  prize  schooner 
Island  Belle  twenty  days'  provisions  for  7  men  and  water,  arms,  etc., 
and  a  prize  crew  of  6  men  under  Master  Eobert  Wyatt.  Eeceived  on 
board  from  schooner  1  mate  and  3  men ;  left  on  her  the  captain  and 
2  men. 


Joint  attaclc  upon  Confederate  troops  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  clearing 
of  the  Coosaw  River,  South   Carolina,  December  31,  1861-January  2, 

1862. 

Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  XT.  S.  Navy, 
proposing  cooperative  action. 

Confidential.]  Poet  Royal,  S.  C,  December  28, 1861. 

Commodore  :  It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  clear  Coosaw  River, 
or  the  fiver  running  around  Port  Royal  Island,  of  its  batteries  and  men 
rapidly  accumulating  there.  I  propose  doing  it  the  moment  that  the 
necessary  means  can  be  collected,  say  by  Monday.  Now,  if  we  can  get 
you  to  assist  us  with  a  few  light-draft  gunboats,  say  one  at  the  ferry 
and  one  near  the  brickyard,  it  will  be  of  the  greatest  moment.  I  think 
you  expressed  yourself  yesterday  very  favorable  to  the  measure.  The 
enemy  are  going  ahead  very  fast,  and  I  very  much  regret  that  I  have 
not  yet  the  means  of  assailing  them  at  the  point  where  they  ought  to 
be.  At  any  rate,  they  must  be  cleared  out  on  Coosaw  River,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  done  the  better.  I  know  you  will  cheerfully  assist  all  in 
your  power.  I  think  the  enemy  are  making  the  greatest  ettbrts  to  take 
advantage  of  our  occupancy  of  Port  Royal  Island  and  fasten  our  troops 
there,  so  that  we  can't  use  them  elsewhere.  If  we  give  him  a  small 
dash  there,  it  will  not  only  keep  him  deceived  as  to  our  intentions,  but 
will  tend  to  fasten  his  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Pocotaligo. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 

Flag-OfiBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

regarding  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  December  28, 1861. 
General:  I  will  have  two  of  my  regular  gunboats,  Ottawa  and 
Pembina,  ready  on  Monday  to  join  in  any  expedition  you  may  desire. 
The  only  trouble  I  apprehend  is  that  they  are  too  long  and  draw  9 
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feet.    I  will  have  each  one  accompanied  by  an  armed  launch,  with 
howitzer,  from  this  ship. 

I  am  sending  ofl'  to  Tybee  and  Wassaw  to  get  the(*above-named  boats 
here  in  time. 

EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dtj  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head. 


Bepoit  of  Flag-Officjr  Da  Font,  IT.  S.  Kavy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  January  4,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  attention 
of  General  Sherman  and  myself  has  been  drawn  for  some  time  past  to 
the  design  of  the  enemy  to  shut  up  our  troops  in  Port  Royal  Island  by 
placing  obstructions  in  Coosaw  liiver  and  Whale  Branch  by  construct- 
ing batteries  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  at  Seabrook,  and  at  or  near  Boyd's 
Neck,  and  by  accumulating  men  in  this  vicinity  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  be  able  to  throw  a  force  of  2,500  or  3,000  troops  upon  any  one  of 
these  points  at  a  short  notice. 

In  a  confidential  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo  (a  copy  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  but  which  the  Department  will  perceive, 
on  account  of  references  to  future  operations,  is  not  suited  for  publica- 
tion), the  general  had  informed  me  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
arresting,  peremptorily,  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  for  doing  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  would  serve  a  subsequent  purpose,  and  he  requested 
me  to  furnish  my  quota  of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  this  combined 
operation. 

The  plan  of  conduct  having  been  fully  determined  in  several  confer- 
ences between  the  commanders  in  chief  and  the  heads  of  the  expedition, 
and  the  first  day  of  the  new  year  having  been  selected  for  the  time  of 
attack,  I  appointed  Commander  C.R.  P.  Rodgers  to  the  command  of  the 
naval  forces,  consisting  of  the  gunboat  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens;  PemMna,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  and  the  four 
armed  boats  of  this  ship,  carrying  howitzers,  under  the  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenants Upshur,  Luce,  and  Irwin,  and  Acting  Master  Kempff,  all  of 
which  were  to  enter  the  Coosaw  by  Beaufort  River;  and  of  the  gun- 
boat Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  tug  Ellen,  Acting 
Master  Commanding  Budd,  both  of  which  were  to  move  up  Broad 
River  and  approach  the  batteries  at  Seabrook  and  Port  Royal  Ferry 
by  Whale  Branch.  The  armed  tug  E.  B.  Hale,  Acting  Master  Foster, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Barnes,  was  afterwards  dispatched 
to  Commander  Rodgers. 

The  part  assigned  to  the  naval  force  was  to  protect  the  landing  of 
the  troops  at  Heyward's  Plantation  (the  first  point  of  debarkation),  to 
cover  the  route  of  the  advancing  column  and  the  second  point  of 
debarkation  and  to  assail  the  batteries  on  their  front. 

I  refer  you  with  pleasure  to  the  official  reports  for  the  occurrences  of 
the  day,  and  I  have  only  to  add  that  from  the  note  of  Brigadier-General 
Stevens  (a  coi)y  of  which  accompanies  this  report)  and  from  various 
other  sources  I  learn  that  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition  was  con- 
ducted by  Commander  Rodgers  with  the  highest  skill  and  ability.    I 
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have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  his  detailed  report,  which  the 
Department  will  read  with  interest. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant,    ■» 

S.  P.  DuPONT, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 


Eeport  of  Commandei  Eodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Eoyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  3, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  reached  Beaufort  at  noon  on  the  31st  of  December,  with  the 
gunboats  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  and  Pembina, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  and  the  four  large  boats  of  this 
ship,  each  carrying  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  under  Lieutenants  Upshur, 
Luce,  and  Irwin,  and  Acting  Master  Kempft'.  At  sunset  Lieutenant 
Barnes,  of  this  ship,  joined  me  with  the  armed  steamer  E.  B.  Hale,  Act- 
ing Master  Commanding  Foster. 

In  order  that  no  intimation  might  be  given  to  the  enemy  of  our 
approach,  these  vessels  remained  at  Beaufort  until  after  dark,  when 
they  ascended  the  river  to  a  point  about  2  miles  from  the  Coosaw, 
where  we  anchored  to  await  daylight. 

At  4  the  next  morning  I  moved  on  with  the  launches,  and  at  day- 
light joined  General  Stevens  at  the  head  of  his  column  at  the  appointed 
place  of  rendezvous. 

The  troops  having  all  embarked,  we  crossed  the  Coosaw,  and  at  8 
a.  m.  the  first  detachment  of  volunteers  landed,  undercover  of  our  boat 
guns,  at  Heyward's  plantation,  and  with  them  went  the  two  light 
howitzers  of  the  Wabnsh  to  serve  as  a  section  of  light  artillery,  under 
Lieutenant  Irwin,  of  this  ship. 

At  sunrise,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  succeeded  in  getting 
the  Ottawa  through  the  difficult  passage  of  the  Brickyard  [Creek], 
and  in  joining  me  in  front  of  the  column.  The  Pembina  and  E.  B.  Rale 
arriving  shortly  afterwards,  we  proceeded  to  the  next  landing,  at  Adams 
plantation,  where  the  remaining  troops  were  directed  to  disembark. 

On  our  way  up  we  threw  a  few  shells  into  what  seemed  an  outpost 
of  the  enemy,  near  a  long  embankment. 

Anchoring  the  gunboats  at  10  o'clock,  so  as  to  cover  the  route  of  the 
advancing  column  and  the  second  point  of  debarkation,  where,  also, 
our  launches  were  stationed,  I  went  up  in  the  Hale  to  within  range  of 
the  battery  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry,  at  which  Lieutenant  Barnes  threw  a 
few  shot  and  shells,  dislodging  a  body  of  troops  stationed  in  the  adjoin- 
ing field,  but  eliciting  no  response  from  the  battery. 

At  1:30  p.  m..  General  Stevens  being  ready  to  move,  the  gunboats 
shelled  the  woods  in  front  of  his  skirmishers,  and  then,  advancing,  we 
threw  a  rapid  fire  into  the  fort  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  and  anchored  in 
front  of  it  at  2 :  40  p.  m.,  the  Ottaica  passing  between  the  heads  of  the 
two  causeways. 

The  enemy  had  succeeded  in  taking  off  all  their  guns  save  one,  but 
I  could  not  learn  whether  any  except  field  guns  had  been  removed  on 
the  day  of  the  attack.  We  found  a  quantity  of  Vlll-inch  sbeils  and 
30-pounder  rifle  shells  in  the  magazines. 

At  half  past  2  the  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  and  the 
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EUcn,  Master  Ooinmandiiig  Bnd<l,  the  otlier  vessels  which  you  had 
placed  under  my  orders,  having  passed  fVom  Broad  River  through 
Whale  Branch,  came  within  signal  distance,  andstheir  commanders 
came  on  board  of  the  Ottawa,  having  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  the 
work  at  Seabrook,  but  their  vessels  were  prevented  by  the  lowness  of 
the  tide  from  joining  me.  The  Ellen  came  up  at  8  o'clock,  and  the 
Seneca  the  next  morning. 

Immediately  after  the  Ottawa  had  anchored  the  ferry  was. reopened 
and  the  Pennsylvania  lioundheads  passed  over  and  occupied  the  fort, 
where  they  were  joined  about  4  o'clock  by  General  Stevens'  advance 
guard.  The  enemy  appearing  in  force  and  in  line  of  battle  upon  the 
right  of  our  troops,  at  1: 15  the  Ottawa  moved  down  the  river  a  short 
distance,  with  the  Pembina,  and  opened  fire  with  Xlinch  and  Parrott 
guns,  their  shells  falling  among  the  enemy's  troops  with  great  eflect, 
driving  them  into  the  woods  and  clearing  the  flank  of  our  column, 
where  the  skirmishers  had  been  engaged  and  .the  enemy  had  opened 
fire  from  a  field  battery  of  several  pieces. 

Soon  after  sunset  wo  ceased  tiring  for  a  while,  and  the  enemy  sent  a 
flag  of  truce  to  one  of  our  advanced  i)osts  to  ask  permission  to  carry 
ofl'  their  killed  and  wounded.  Just  then  the  gunboats  reopened,  and 
before  General  Stevens'  messenger  could  convey  his  reply — that  the 
firing  should  cease  for  au  hour  to  enable  the  enemy  to  carry  off  their 
wounded — the  officer  who  had  brought  the  flag  had  galloped  off'. 

At  sunset  I  landed  our  heavy  howitzer,  directing  Ijieutenant  Upshur 
to  place  it  in  battery  with  the  guns  already  on  shore  under  Lieutenant 
Irwin,  there  being  no  artillery  with  the  brigade  but  that  of  the  Wabash. 
At  the  same 'time  Lieutenant  Luce,  with  the  second  launch  and  its 
rifled  gun,  and  Lieutenant  Barnes,  with  the  Hale,  were  sent  to  tlie 
lower  landing  to  protect  the  boats  and  steamer  in  which  our  troops 
had  crossed  and  to  superintend  their  removal  to  the  ferry,  which  was 
accomplished  about  midnight. 

At  sunrise  we  reeinbarked  our  boat  guns. 

At  9:  30  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  enemy  again  appearing  in 
the  woods,  we  opened  a  hot  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  Ottaiva, 
Seneca,  Pembina,  Ellen,  and  Hale,  and  after  tiring  briskly  for  a  time 
slackened  the  tire,  so  as  to  drop  a  shot  or  shell  into  the  woods  about 
once  a  minute. 

At  9 :  40  our  troops  began  to  recross  the  ferry  and  were  all  over  by 
noon,  our  tield  guns,  having  been  again  landed,  at  the  request  of  Gen 
eral  Stevens,  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  returning  column. 

The  enemy  made  no  further  demonstration. 

The  scows  which  had  been  used  in  crossing  were  taken  to  our  ves- 
sels, to  be  towed  to  Beaufort,  and  at  2  p.  m.  we  got  underway  and 
moved  down  the  Goosaw  to  a  point  near  the  Beaufort  Kiver,  where  we 
were  compelled  to  wait  for  this  morning's  tide  to  pass  through  the 
Brickyard  Channel. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  the  great  satisfaction  I  found  in  coop 
erating  with  General  Stevens  and  my  admiration  of  the  skillful  man- 
ner in  which  he  handled  his  troops  and  made  his  combinations.    About 
2,500  of  our  volunteers  crossed  the  Goosaw.    Their  conduct  and  bearing 
were  excellent. 

I  have  to  thank  the  commanding  officers  of  vessels  for  the  skillful 
and  prompt  support  they  gave  me. 

The  manner  in  which  their  guns  were  served  and  their  vessels 
handled,  under  very  difficult  circumstances,  shows  the  highest  profes- 
sional merit. 

N   W   R — VOL   12 29 
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Tho  manner  in  whicli  the  boat  and  field  guns  of  the  Wabash  were 
managed  by  tbe  officers  in  charge  of  them  did  those  officers  much 
credit.  ^ 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  will  make  a  separate  report  of  the 
'service  of  the  tieneca  and  Ellen  at  Seabrook,  before  I  met  him  at  half 
past  1  on  New  Year's  Day.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  to  you  that 
his  work  was  thoroughly  done. 

The  channel  of  the  Coosaw  is  so  narrow  and  so  shallow  in  many 
parts  that  it  does  not  aflbrd  a  vessel  room  to  turn  by  the  ordinary 
methods,  and  our  gunboats  were  consequently  veiy  often  aground,  but 
so  admirably  are  they  adapted  to  this  kind  of  service  that  we  never 
felt  any  solicitude  for  their  safety. 

Lieutenant  William  S.  Cogswell,  a  signal  officer  of  the  Army,  was 
directed  to  report  to  me  for  duty,  and  furnished  me  with  the  means  of 
constantly  communicating  with  General  Stevens  with  a  facility  and 
rapidity  unknown  to  the  naval  service.  I  take  tliis  o])portanity  of 
recommending  that  the  codes  of  signals  invented  by  Major  Myer  be  at 
once  introduced  into  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  KODGEBS, 

Gommander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  BlocJ,adinfi  Squadron. 


Bepoit  of  Flag-OlBcer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  report  of  Lieutenant  A-nnien,  V.  8. 

.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  Janvary  6',  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Coimnand- 
iiig  Ainnien,  of  the  Seneca,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  Seneca  and 
the  Ulloi  ill  the  attack  on  the  batteries  on  the  Coosaw  Biver  on  the  1st 
of  January. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Keport  of  Lieutenant  Ammeu,  TJ.  S.  Na\y,  commtinding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Senega, 
Port  Royal,  S.  0.,  January  3,  18(11  \2]. 

Sir  :  The  circumstances  which  prevented  a  fulfillment  of  your  verbal 
instructions  on  the  evening  of  the  3 1st  are  known  to  you. 

Alter  obeying  your  signal  to  come  within  hail,  we  left  at  sunset, 
accompanied  by  the  Ellen,  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd.  We  soon  found 
ourselves  out  of  the  channel,  and  anchoring  in  ;i  fathoms  of  water  the 
Seneca  swung  and  grounded  on  a  shoal.  -We  soon  succeeded  in  getting 
ofi;  but  as  it  was  near  high  water  of  spring  tides,  I  was  not  willing  to 
risk  the  cooperation  of  the  vessels  by  attempting  to  run  the  somewhat 
intricate  channel  of  Broad  River  after  night. 

At  early  daylight  of  January  1  we  were  again  underway.  At  about 
8  a.  ni.  we  entered  Whale  Branch,  and,  after  about  2  miles  run  were 
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boarded  by  Captain  Elliott,  Seventy-niDtli  Highlanders,  who  showed 
me  his  orders  from  General  Stevens.  As  they  were  entirely  definite, 
1  did  not  hesitate  to  lend  our  full  cooperation  to  th«  objects  named,  but 
as  they  differed  somewhat  from  my  instructions  I  asked  a  copy. 

A  mile  higher  up  Captain  Elliott  pointed  out  a  supposed  earthwork 
at  about  lO-second  range.  The  channel  being  narrow,  we  anchored  . 
with  a  kedge  at  each  end  and  opened  with  Xlinch  and  20  pound  rifle. 
The  vessel  dragging  in  the  directionof  the  earthwork  and  bringing  up 
ust  beyond  a  5  second  range,  induced  me  to  weigh  and  get  a  little 
nearer,  anchoring  with  kedge  astern  and  port  anchor,  and  after- 
wards by  the  help  of  the  mainsail  we  were  enabled  to  shell  the  locality 
of  the  earthwork  and  adjacent  woods  effectually,  in  which  we  were  ably 
seconded  by  the  Ellen. 

Captain  Elliott  embarked  about  300  men  and  landed  on  the  sight  of 
the  earthwork,  and  by  means  of  signals  indicated  to  us  the  position  of 
the  enemy  in  sight  from  his  pickets.  We  again  opened  fire,  and  sweep- 
ing the  woods  with  shell,  soon  received  another  signal  to  cease  tiring. 
On  examination  by  them  it  was  found  that  a  platform  was  complete  for 
a  heavy  gun,  and  the  earthworks  themselves  capable  of  mounting  a 
number.  Everything  destructible  was  destroyed  by  fire — platforms, 
the  woodwork  of  the  magazine,  and"  the  woods  in  which  the  works  were 
hidden. 

In  shelling  the  earthworks  and  neighboring  woods  we  ex[)ende(l  23 
Xl-inch  shell,  11  20-pound  rifle,  8  24-pound  howitzer  shells,  and  10 
24-pound  shrajmel. 

About  2 :  40  p.  m.  the  Ottaica,  Commander  Kodgers  on  board,  having 
come  within  signal  distance  and  being  abreast  Port  Eoyal  Ferry,  made 
signal  to  come  witliin  hail,  but  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  tide  we  were 
unable  to  comply,  getting  aground  in  the  attempt.  The  Ellen,  how- 
ever, at  8  p.  m.,  was  able  to  obey  the  signal. 

We  learned  in  the  morning  that  400  rebel  cavalry  were  within  a  thou- 
sand yards  of  our  anchorage.  At  a  plantation  they  set  fire  to  cotton 
and  corn  houses,  driving  off  the  young  negroes  and  leaving  the  decrepit 
without  the  means  of  subsistence. 

At  10  a.  m.,  January  2,  by  order  of  Commander  Rodgers,  we  got 
underway,  and  after  a  short  detention  on  another  sand  bank  succeeded 
in  reaching  Port  Itoyal  Ferry,  and  by  order  commenced  shelling  the 
enemy's  encampment,  expending  in  doing  so  9  Xl-inch  shells  and  6 
20-pound  rifle. 

We  took  four  scows  in  tow  belonging  to  the  Army  and  brought  them 
to  Beaufort  from  Port  Royal  Ferry,  by  order  of  Commander  Rodgers, 
and  being  directed  to  follow  signals  of  the  Ottawa,  any  further  report  is 
deemed  unnecessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Amme^n, 
Lieutenant,  Gommunding  Seneca. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  ■ 

Commanding  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Stevens,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  DtfPont,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Headquaeteks  Second  Brigade,  E.  C, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  January  .'1,  1862. 
My  Dear  Commodore:  I  would  do  great  injustice  to  my  own  feel- 
ings did  i  fail  to  express  my  satisfaction  and  delight  with  the  recent 
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coo])erat/ion  of  tbe  command  of  Captain  Rodgers  in  our  celebration  of 
New  Year's  Day. 

Whetlier  regard  be  bad  to  his  beautiful  WDrkinf!;  of  the  gunboats  in 
the  narrow  channel  of  Port  Koyal,  the  thorough  concert  of  action 
established  through  the  signal  officers,  or  the  masterly  handling  of  the 
guns  against  the  enemy,  nothing  lemained  to  be  desired. 

Such  a  cooperation  tends  to  elevate  and  inspirit  both  services,  and 
augurs  everything  propitious  for  the  welfare  of  our  cause  in  this  quar- 
ter of  tlie  country. 

Truly,  your  fpiend, 

Isaac  I.  Stevens, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Squadron,  Port  lioyal. 


Eoport  of  Brigad  e-reneral  Sherman,  V.  S.  Arniy.* 

Hkadcjuarteks  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  January  4,  J86'2. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Brigadier- 
General  Stevens  of  the  atfair  at  Port  Royal  Feri-y  on  the  1st  instant, 
and  referred  to  iuniy  communication  of  the  2d.  It  having  been  reported 
to  me  that  the  enemy  had  erected  batteries  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  at 
the  landing  opposite  Seabrook,  which  report  having  been  confirmed  by 
General  Stevens'  pickets,  and  especially  by  the  reports  of  officers  who 
had  long  been  watching  the  progress  of  these  works;  that  seven  guns  of 
heavy  caliber  had  been  mounted  in  the  former  and  probably  some  in 
the  latter,  and  which  seemed  to  be  still  more  strongly  condrraed  from 
the  fact  of  large  numbers  of  the  enemy  being  habitually  seen  in  that 
vicinity.  The  object  of  this  movement  was  to  storm  these  works  by  a 
small  portion  of  our  troops  and  bring  away  or  destroy  the  cannon  and 
other  property.  Hence  my  instructions  to  General  Stevens,  a  copy  of 
which  has  already  been  forwarded.  In  consequence  of  the  presumed 
nature  of  the  works  and  their  armament,  their  position  relative  to  the 
points  of  landing  of  the  storming  parties,  I  applied  to  Plag-Officer 
l)u  Pont  for  a  few  gunboats  to  assist  in  the  operation,  which  he 
cheerfully  furnished,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Commander 
C.  R.  P.  Rodgers. 

The  idea  was  to  carry  the  works,  of  whatever  nature  tliey  were  found 
to  be,  by  storm.  In  consequence  of  the  difiiculty  of  maneuvering  gun- 
boats in  so  narrow  and  tortuous  a  river  as  the  Coosaw  under  the  fire  of 
forts,  these  boats,  while  covering  the  rear  of  our  storming  party,  were 
to  have  remained  in  reserve  until  the  works  at  the  ferry  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  stormers,  and  were  then  to  close  in  from  botli  directions 
and  cover  the  works  from  the  assaults  of  the  enemy  while  the  storming 
l)arty  were  carrying  ofl'  or  destroying  the  artillery  and  other  property 

This  plan  appears  to  have  been  well  carried  out.  Although  we  were 
somewhat  disappointed  inthe  amount  of  ai  tillery  found  iji  the  forts  and 
the  state  of  prQgress  the  Confederates  had  yet  made  with  their  batte- 
ries, the  maneuver  will  be  found  from  General  Stevens'  report  to  have 
met  with  complete  success,  and,  still  more,  to  have  proved  that  our 
inexperienced  troops  will  behave  well  in  critical  situations,  to  which 

'/n'"  '';l<lit'"""l '■"ports  concerning  Army  operations,  see  official  Records  of  Union 
and  Confederate  Armies  in  the  War  ol  the  Kebellion,  Series  I,  Vol.  VI.  . 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        453 

thp.y  are  very  soon  to  be  doubly  exposed.  The  fine  cooperation  of  tbe 
naval  forces  under  that  able  and  indefatigable  oflicer,  Commander 
O.  1{.  P.  Hodgers,  is  deserving  of  all  praise,  and  7  am  also  hajipy  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  add  the  important  service  and  the  zeal  and 
intelligence  of  the  signal  officers  connected  with  the  expedition,  as 
stated  by  General  Stevens. 

General  Stevens,  to  whom  the  command  of  this  expedition  on  the 
part  of  the  land  forces  was  intrusted,  is  too  well  known  to  tlie  country 
lor  his  extensive  official  acquirements,  his  indomitable  zeal  and  energy, 
to  even  attempt  enlarging  upon  them  here.  The  prompt  and  complete 
execution  of  his  orxlers  and  its  clever  and  happy  result  are  all  that  need 
be  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sheeman, 
Brigadier-  Qenerat,  Gommanding. 
(General  L.  Thomas, 

AdjuUint  General,  ('.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J>.  (J. 


General  order  rf  '  r:gadier-6eiieral  Sherman,  IT.  8.  Army,  in  commendation  of  the  services 

rendered  in  Coosaw  Siver. 

Gknekal  Ordeks,  )     Hdqrs.  Expeditionary  (Jorps, 

No.  1.  (  Hilt-on  Head,  8.  G.,Jfinvary  7, 1862. 

The  general  commanding  desires  to  exi)ress  his  gratification  at  the 
good  conduct  exhibited  by  the  troops  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Stevens  when  engaged  on  the  1st  instant  in  capturing  and 
destroying  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  Coosaw  Kiver. 

The  conduct  of  this  aflair  confirms  him  in  tlie  conviction  that  our 
troops,  when  ordered  to  march  ahead,  will  know  no  obstacle,  and  will 
promptly  and  in  good  order  penetrate  wherever  ordered. 

The  thanks  of  tie  commanding  general  are  specially  due  to  Brigadier- 
General  Stevens  for  the  energy  and  good  judgment  evinced  in  the 
pre])aration  and  prosecution  of  this  affair. 

To  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  commanding  blockading  squadron,  and  to 
Commander  C.  E.  P.  Rodgers,  commanding  the  naval  portion  of  this 
expedition,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  the  thanks  of 
the  country  and  the  Army  are  likewise  due.  The  energy,  alacrity,  and 
efficiency  which  supported  the  land  forces  on  this  occasion,  though 
nothing  more  than  what  (-ould  have  been  expected  from  that  distin- 
guished branch  of  the  service,  will  ever  be  gratefully  remembered. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman : 

L,  H.  Pelouze, 
Gaptaiti,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  Acting  Assistant  A djutant-Oeneral. 


Beport  of  Brigadier-General  Donelson,  C.  S.  Army. 

Brigade  Headquarters, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  G.,  January  5,  1802. 
General  :  I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  report  of  Colonel  James  Jones, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Hegiment  Soutli  Carolina  Volunteers,  which  I  found 
at  my  quarters  last  night,  of  all  that  transpired  in  the  engagement  of 
the  forces  under  his  command  with  the  enemy  at  Port  Koyal  Ferry  on 
the  1st  instant. 
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I  reached  the  encampment  of  Colonel  Jones  between  the  hours  of  4 
iiiid  5 1>.  m.,  the  1st  instant ;  proceeded  about  200  yards,  after  a  moment's 
halt,  to  a  point  in  the  woods  near  the  Keau's^eck  road.  Here  I  halted 
my  command,  which  consisted  of  eight  companies  of  the  Eighth  Ten- 
nessee Eegiment,  the  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Regiment  not  having  come 
up,  until  I  could  make  a  jtersonal  reconnoissance,  by  going  into  the  field 
in  which  the  Chaplin  house  was  situated,  with  the  view  to  taking  posi 
tion  and  cooperate  with  the  forces  of  Colonel  Jones.  I  saw  upon  enter 
ing  this  field  our  troops  falling  back  along  the  road  leading  from  the 
Chaplin  house  perpendicularly  to  the  Kean's  Neck  road,  near  the  i)oint 
I  had  stationed  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Regiment.  The  troops  of  Colonel 
Jones,  without  halting,  passed  to  his  camp. 

Here,  after  making  the  acquaintance  of  Colonel  Jones,  I  ordered  the 
whole  force  to  halt.  1  found  at  once  the  enemy's  shells  (!Ould  do  us 
much  injury  without  any  ability  on  our  part  to  return  the  enemy's  fire; 
they,  the  enemy  in  the  field,  having  previously  retired,  under  cover  of 
their  gunboats,  out  of  sight. 

It  being  now  near  sundown,  I  ordered  the  entire  command  to  fall 
back  to  a  point  out  of  the  range  of  the  enemy's  gunboats.  During  all 
this  time,  both  at  the  camp  of  Colonel  Jones  and  07i  the  march  to  the 
rear  to  take  position,  there  was  a  quick  and  constant  firing  by  the 
enemy.  No  casualty  happened,  the  shells  falling  to  our  right.  They 
ceased  firing  just  at  dark. 

1  have  omitted  to  say  that  before  getting  to  Colonel  Jones'  camp, 
Colonel  Martin,  commanding  regiment  of  cavalry,  rode  uj),  introduced 
himself,  and  gave  me  the  direction  to  lead  my  Eighth  Regiment  Ten- 
nessee Volunteers  to  the  point  occupied  by  them  until  he  and  myself 
could  survey  the  open  field  through  which  Colonel  Jones'  regiment 
was  then  retiring.  We  thus  remained  until  they  passed  Into  the  Kean's 
Neck  road,  near  the  point  of  location  of  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment. 

At  this  moment,  in  the  preparation  of  this  report,  I  received  the 
enclosed  offlcial  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnes,  of  the  Twelfth 
Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  who  commanded  a  detachment 
of  four  companies  of  said  regiment  in  the  action  with  the  enemy  on  the 
1st  instant  at  Port  Royal  Ferry. 

All  of  which  is  resj)ectful]y  submitted. 

I  am,  with  higli  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  DONELSON, 

Brigadier- General,  First  Brigade. 
Fourth  Military  Dist.  of  South  Carolina. 

Brigadier-General  Pemubrton, 

Commanding  Fourth  Military  TUstrict  South  Carolina. 


Beport  of  Colonel  Jones,  Fourteenth  Soutli  Carolina  Infantry. 

HuQRs.  Fourteenth  Regiment  S.  C.  Volunteers, 

.     lomotley,  8.  C,  January  4,  1802. 
General:  In  obedience  to  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  following  occurrences  of  the  1st  instant: 

My  camp  was  pitched  on  the  road  from  Garden's  Corner  to  Port 
Royal  Ferry,  1  mile  from  the  latter  ijlaee,  and  where  a  loail  diverges 
eastward  at  nearly  a  right  angle  with  the  Port  Royal  Ferry  road  lead- 
ing into  Kean's  Neck,  and  nearly  parallel  with  and  about  a  mile  dis- 
tant from  Coosaw  Kiver.     At  the  terminal  ion  of  the  causeway  of  the 
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ferry,  on  the  northeru  bank  of  the  Coosaw  lliver,  an  earthwork  was 
thrown  up  to  i)revent  a  crossing  at  that  point,  armed  witli  two  siege 
guns  (a  howitzer  and  a  12pounder  gun),  under  thevjonimaud  of  Lieu 
tenant  Webb,  the  l"-'-i)0iinder  being  manned  by  an  inexperienced 
detail  from  my  regiment,  and  supported  by  a  section  of  Captain  Leake's 
field  battery. 

Two  of  my  companies  were  sent  out  on  i)icket  duty — one  (Gom])any 
B),  commanded  by  Captain  [A.  P. J  West,  at  Adams'  jdace,  2J  miles 
distant,  on  the  Kean's  Neck  road,  and  the  other  (Company  H),  com- 
manded by  Captain  [Ed.l  Croft,  at  a  church  2  miles  farther  on  the 
same  road,  and  near  the  bridge  aijd  causeway  leading  into  Chisolm's 
Island,  with  orders  to  guard  the  bridge  and  causeway  above  referred 
to,  and  with  orders  to  send  out  pickets  and  scouts  into  Chisolm's 
Island.  Two  other  companies  were  at  the  ferry  to  support  the  bat- 
tery there,  leaving  but  six  companies  at  my  camp. 

About  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  Ca))tain  Croft 
communicated  the  intelligence  to  me  that  the  enemy  had  landed  in 
force  on  Chisolm's  Island.  He  estimated  the  number  at  two  regiments, 
as  he  saw  a  long  column  advancing  with  two  regimental  stands  of  col-, 
ors  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Soon  after  this  (about  7.  0  o'clock) 
Captain  West  <lis]iatched  a  courier  to  me  with  the  iiiforniation  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  at  Adams'  place,  and  were  advancing  in  strong  force 
tothe  Kean's  Neck  road.  I  ordered  Ibrward  Lieutenant  Colonel  [Samuel] 
McGowan,  with  three  companies  of  my  regiment,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tains [W.  J.]  Carter,  fA.|  Ferrin,  and  |D,  C.]  Tompkins,  and  one  gun 
of  Captain  Leake's  se<;tion,  to  support  Captain  West,  whom  he  met  at 
about  1  i  miles,  retiring  in  good  order  toward  my  camp,  Avhen  he  formed 
his  line  of  battle.  I  witlidrew  my  two  cotn[)anies  from  the-  earthwork 
and,  assisted  by  Major  fW.  i).]  Simpson,  with  the  live  companies  com- 
manded by  Captains  (W.  L.]  Wood,  |J.  N.]  Brown,  [li.  S.]  Owens, 
[H.  H.]  Harper,  and  [M.  C]  Taggart,  took  post  near  Chaplin's  house  to 
intercejit  any  column  that  might  attempt  to  pass  along  the  margin  of 
the  river  to  the  ferry,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  in  supporting  distance 
of  Lieutcnant-C'olonel  McGowan. 

No  attempt  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  advance  in  any 
direction — i)robably  waiting  for  a  sufficient  tide  to  allow  his  gunboats 
to  advance — until  12:30  p.  in.,  when  the  gunboats  began  to  move  up 
slowly  toward  the  ferry  [Port  IJoyal]  and  to  throw  shells  raj^idly,  when 
a  message  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGowan  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  were  advaiicing  along  the  Kean's  Neck  road. 

Regarding  the  earthwork  at  the  ferry  now  unimportant,  as  the  enemy 
had  effected  a  landing  at  another  point,  I  ordered  Captain  Leake  and 
Lieutenant  Webb  to  witlidraw  their  guns  from  that  position,  Captain 
Leake  to  bring  his  gun  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  McGowan's  line,  and  I 
proceeded  with  my  five  companies  also  to  his  support. 

Soon  after  I  arrived  at  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGowan's  line  my  other 
company  (Ca])tain  Croft's),  which  had  been  posted  at  the  c.liurch  on  the 
Kean's  Neck  road  and  on  account  of  the  landing  of  the  enemy  at 
Adams'  could  not  return  by  that  road,  made  a  circuitous  march  by 
anotlier  road,  in  obedience  to  my  instrucitions,  and  joined  the  regiment. 

The  whole  regiment  was  then  ])ut  in  line  of  battle,  the  left  resting  on 
Cajitain  Leake's  section  of  his  battery,  placed  in  the  road,  and  the  right 
extending  toward  the  liver  as  far  as  I  deemed  practicable.  I  had  Just 
got  into  position  when  Major  Oswald,  of  Colonel  Martin's  regiment, 
reported  to  me  with  42  mounted  men,  and  I  directed  him  to  take  post 
U|)on  my  left.  Almost  iit  the  same  time  Lieutenant  ('olonel  Barnes,  of 
the  Twelfth  Kegiuient  South  (Carolina  Volunteers,  reported  with  four 
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companies  of  that  regim«^nt,  and  I  directed  liim  to  return  to  Chaplin's 
house  (the  position  I  had  left)  and  to  guard  the  river  bank. 

The  enemy,  instead  of  advancing,  as  1  supposed  he  would  do,  along 
the  Kean's  Necli  road  to  attack  my  camp,  and  the  only  route  by  which 
he  could  bring  up  his  artillery,  left  his  artillery  in  his  rear  and 
advanced  close  along  the  river  bank  and  across  the  adjacent  fields 
and  woods,  creeping  along  opposite  his  gunboats,  five  of  which  steamed 
slowly  on,  throwing  shells  in  advance  of  and  over  his  troops. 

As  soon  as  his  column,  advancing  by  the  margin  of  the  river,  could 
be  seen.  Captain  Leake  opened  upon  it,  scattering  it  right  and  left,  and 
driving  it  out  of  view  down  the  slope  to  the  marsh;  and  when  those 
advancing  across  the  fields  appeared  before  my  right  wing  1  opened 
fire  ui)on  them  with  musketry,  dispersing  and  driving  them  back  to  the 
river  under  shelter  of  their  gunboats. 

When  I  became  satisfied  that  the  enemy  would  not  advam  e  by  the 
Kean's  Keck  road  I  changed  my  position  to  Chaplin's  house,  near  the 
ferry,  in  support  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barnes'  command;  but  when 
I  arrived  with  the  head  of  my  regiment  at  that  point  I  saw  that  I  was 
too  late  to  accomplish  any  useful  purpose.  The  enemy  had  reached  the 
earthwork  at  the  end  of  the  causeway  in  large  force,  and  were  pro- 
tected by  the  guns  of  three  steamers  in  the  river  near  the  bulkheads 
of  tlic  ferry.  1  then  withdrew  the  whole  command  to  my  camp  to  wait 
for  further  orders  from  general  headquarters. 

On  arriving  at  my  camp  I  met  you  at  the  head  of  the  Eighth  liegi- 
meiit  Tennessee  Volunteers,  and  placed  myself  under  your  orders. 

I  cau  not  state  with  certainty  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  but  I  have  rea- 
son to  believe  it  was  considerable  in  killed  and  wounded.  Wherever 
we  met  him  we  invariably  drove  him  from  the  field  in  confusion  to  the 
protection  of  his  gunboats.  We  saw  many  dead  upon  the  field,  and 
captured  2  prisoners,  badly  wounded,  both  of  wliom  have  sin<!e  died. 

I  was  not  only  satisfied  but  highly  gratified  with  the  conduct  of  all 
my  officers  and  men  during  the "  engagement.  Their  coolness  and 
enthusiasm  were  admirable. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  complete  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  regiment. 
I  also  transmit  two  orders  received  during  the  engagement  from  the 
general  commanding  the  Fourth  Military  District  of  South  Carolina. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

James  Jones, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourteenth  Regiment  S.  C.  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Donklson, 

Comdg.  First  Brigade,  Fourth  Military  District,  South  Carolina. 


Geiicriil  order  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  change  of 

signals. 

U.  8.  S.  Pawnee, 
Tyhee  Roads,  January  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  change  the  order  of  December  19,  l.SGl,  so  as  to  read 
blue  light  for  prei)aratory  when  making  signal  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  at  night. 

The  i)reparatory    will,  liowever,  still  be  used  for  that  purpose  ou 
shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  Commanding  off  Tyhee. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Isaac 

Smith,  regarding  operations  on  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  January 

1-1^,  1862.  "* 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
St.  Helena  Sound,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  movements : 

On  the  1st  instant  went  up  theOoosaw  and  visited  Ladies  and  Coosaw 
islands,  brought  down  fresh  provisions  for  ship's  company,  and  returned 
to  anchorage  off  Fort  Drayton  on  the  2d  instant. 

On  the  3d  went  up  the  Ashepoo  and  remained  wooding  and  waterfug 
ship  until  the  8th. 

On  the  9th  I  went  with  a  company  of  volunteers  about  1  mile  above 
Mosquito  Oreek.  A  party  of  mounted  rebels  retreated  to  the  woods 
upon  our  appearance,  their  movements  considerably  hastened  by  a  shot 
from  the  rifled  gun.  I  landed  and  made  a  complete  reconnoissauce,  but 
found  no  signs  of  any  aggressive  movements. 

Off  Mosquito  Creek  seven  contrabands  came  alongside;  reported 
themselves  as  having  escaped  from  Jacksonboro  Railroad  depot;  they 
had  been  one  month  on  their  way  here.  They  saw  but  few  soldiers, 
about  one  company  at  Mathews'  house,  on  Bear  Island,  a  fort  with  four 
guns  mounted  at  Wilton  [Wilton's  Bluff].  No  other  information.  I 
landed  tbem  on  St.  Helena  Island. 

Having  authorized  an  expedition  up  the  South  Bdisto  on  the  11th 
instant.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun  in  command  of  200  men 
started,  Acting  M  aster  Gregory  of  this  vessel  accompanying  him.  They 
returned  on'the  I2th. 

I  forward  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun's  report*  tome. 

Officers  and  crew  are  well. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F,  Du  Pont,  U,  S,  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Escape  of  the  steamer  Ella  Warley  into  Charleston,  8.  C,  January  2, 1862. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Su  Font,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  procure  report  of 

circumstances. 

Navy  Department,  January  23,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Department  desires  you  to  call  on  the  senior  officer  block- 
ading Charleston,  S.  C,  at  the  time,  for  a  report  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  steamer  Ella  Warley,  formerly  the  Isabel,  ran  the 
blockade  and  got  into  that  port  recently. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
F'lag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Hoy  at,  8.  G. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  two  reports  o.f  CommaTider  Godon, 
of  the  Mohican,  one  referring  to  the  escape  of  the  Isabel,  or  Ella  Warley, 

*See  J).  17."). 
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into  Charleston,  of  January  3,  the  other  to  the  strictness  of  the  blockade 
of  January  20.* 

Since  these  reports  were  made  the  seciond  division  of  the  stone  fleet 
has  been  sunk  in  Maftitt's  Channel,  as  I  have  in  a  previous  communica- 
tion informed  the  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandiiig  IT.  S.  S.  Mohican. 

U.  S.  S.  MOHIOAN, 

Off  Charleston,  January-3,  1862. 

SiE:  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday,  about  half  past  6  in  the  morn- 
ing watch,  a  lieavy  fog  at  the  time,  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  in  the 
direction  of  the  Roebuck.  Slipped  my  cable  and  stood  in  for  MafHtt's 
Channel,  but  could  see  nothing.  Another  gun  was  heard,  and  a  moment 
after  saw  a  steamer  inside  and  near  tlie  bar  heading  to  eastward.  Gave 
chase,  when  she  stood  inshore  and  moved  at  full  speed.  1  yawed  the 
ship  to  fire  a  long  gun.  For  a  moment  she  stopped,  but,  the  fog  lifting, 
she  saw  the  buoys  and  made  for  them.  1  followed,  but  found  sIm-  was 
gaining  on  me  fast.  I  therefore  again  yawed  to  lire  my  Xl-inch  shells 
at  her  in  hopes  of  disabling  her  machinery — my  only  chance.  1  burst 
my  shells  near  her  and  about  her,  but  she  reached  the  channel  and 
entered.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Mohican  has  quite  lost  her  speed  in 
the  last  six  months,  and  now  I  can  only  obtain  6  or  7  knots  under  the 
same  steam  and  same  revolutions  which  formerly  gave  nie  9  and  10. 
The  engines  and  boilers  liave  been  in  use  without  an  overhauling  for 
more  tlian  t>v  o  years.  This  and  a  very  foul  bottom  may  account  for 
lier  sluggishness,  but  does  not  relieve  me  from  the  serious  annoyance 
of  liaving  a  very  slow  vessel  to  do  duty  requiring  the  greatest  speed. 
I  have  now  placed  the  ship  to  winhin  half  a  mile  range  of  a  long  gun 
on  Sullivan's  Island,  below  Fort  Moultrie,  but  at  least  three  steamers 
should  he  here,  and  one,  at  least,  very  fast,  and  they  must  ride  out  all 
gales  excei)t  southeasters.  Then  they  will  Ix*  obliged  to  go  to  sea. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W:  GouoN, 

Commaiider. 

Fliig-Offlcer  S.  F.  Df  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic.  Blockading  Sqiwdron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Duncan,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Norwich,  to  report  for  blockade  duty  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  .?,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Norwich  to  J^'ort  Royal,  S.  C,  and 
report  to  Flag  Oflicer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  dnty  as'  a  part  of  the' 

*  See  page  509. 
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South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sciuadroii.  Transmit  to  the  Department, 
before  sailing,  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers 
of  the  Norwich.  ^ 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Wklles. 
Lieutenant  Jas.  M.  Duncan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Norwich,  New  I'orA. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Gregory,  TJ.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  IS.  Western  World,  to  report  for  blockade  duty  at  Port 
Royal,  8.  C. 

Navy  Depaetment,  January  S,  1862. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Western  World  will  form  a  part  of  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  Port 
Royal,  IS.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  V.  Du  Pont  accordingly. 
In  proceeding  to  your  destination  avoid  bad  weather  as  much  as  i)ossi- 
ble,  keeping  near  the  coast,  and  touching  at  any  of  the  points  in  our 
)>ossession,  il'  advisable.  Transmit  to  the  Department,  before  sailing, 
a  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
Western  World. 

I  am,  I'espectfully,  yhnr  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Master  Saml.  B.  Gkegoey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Western  World,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand,    U.   8.  Navy,  commanding   U.  8,  8. 
James  Adgtr,  regarding  affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  Georgetown,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  Georgetown,  8.  C.,  January  2,  18(12. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  24th  ultimo  the 
Gem  of  the  8eti,  (Acting  Volunteer]  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baxter, 
most  creditably  chased,  ran  on  shore,  and  burned  the  British  schooner 
Princeof  Wales,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  laden  with  salt  and  oranges, 
at  Nortli  1  nlet,  0  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  entrance  to  Georgetown. 
A  detailed  rejjort  will  be  made  to  you  by  the  commander  of  the  Gem 
of  the  8ea. 

A  small  steam  tug,  or  two-masted  side- wheel  steamer,  of  apparently 
400  tons  burden,  comes  down  daily  from  the  direction  of  Georgetown, 
keeping  within  tjie  shoal  water,  and  generally  inside  of  the  long  sand 
point  on  which  the  light-house  still  stands,  and  apparently  looking 
around,  immediately  returns.  Whether  they  are  armed  or  not  can 
not  be  ascertained,  as  they  keep  at  too  great  a  distance  within  the 
shoals. 

Apparently  no  batteries  have  been  erected  at  the  entrance  to  George- 
town, but  the  depth  of  water  is  7iot  sufficient  for  this  ship  to  make  sat- 
isfactory observations  or  to  draw  a  lire  from  the  enemy. 

There  is  no  batteiy  at  North  Inlet  where  the  English  schooner  Prince 
of  Wales  was  burned  by  the  Gem  of  the  8ea. 

Tlie  discharge  of  heavy  guns  far  off'oti  shore  is  sometimes  heard,  as 
if  at  target  pra<;ti(;e.  hut  so  distant  that  it  can  not  be  ascertained 
whether  on  the  Santce  iiiver  or  at  (Teoi  getown. 
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The  position  of  the  Augusta,  Coinmander  Parrott,  blockading  Bull's 
Bav,  coinuiands  a  view  of  Cape  Roinaiu  light-^iouse  and  the  coast  soath 
of  "it,  and  this  steamer  off  Georgetown,  having  in  view  the  same  light- 
hou>e,  makes  the  blockade  effectual  between  North  Inlet  northward  of 
Georgetown  and  Bull's  Bay. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Mabohand, 

Coinmander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandinf/  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  general  affairs  in  the 
vicinity  of  Savayinah  and  Charleston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Wilmington  Biver,  Georgia,  January  2, 1862. 

Sir:  Under  the  impression  you  might  wish  to  make  other  use  of  the 
stone  vessels  than  sinking  them  in  Freeman's  [Freeborn's]  Cut,  we 
ceased  stripping  them  until  further  orders.  Tlie  work,  however,  was 
nearly  done  wiien  your  letter  was  received ;  it  was  thought  best  to  strip 
them  before  sinking. 

We  have  now  on  band  five  days'  supply  of  coal;  tlie  Alabama  san)e 
quantity. 

This  morning  a  person  in  an  old  canoe  was  seen  approaching  this 
ship;  sent  for  him;  he  reports  that  he  left  Savannah  early  on  New 
Year'snioriiiiig,  and  Wilmington  at  5  a.  m.  to-day;  that  provisions  were 
scarce  and  dear;  all  who  could  do  so  left  Savannah  since  action  at  Port 
lioyal;  troops  had  arrived,  some  from  Virginia,  and  there  are  not  less 
than  15,000  in  and  around  Savannah;  says  they  are  short  of  ammuni- 
tion, much  disheartened  on  account  of  aijology  to  Lord  Lyons;  had 
hoped  for  a  war  between  us  and  England;  that  they  will  fight  to  the 
last  about  Savannah  and  burn  the  city  down  i  ather  than  give  it  uj); 
loss  by  lire  at  Cliarleston,  two  millions,  attributed  to  the  Yankees,  not 
negroes;  have  received  a  number  of  guns  from  Charleston  and  Nor- 
folk; Pulaski  well  supplied  with  provisions,  enough  for  three  months; 
battery  at  Skiddaway  mounts  10  guns,  at  Thunderbolt  7  guns,  the 
strongest  battery  on  Green  Island  12  to  15  guns  mounted  and  covered, 
Commodore  Tattnall's  fleet  is  corhplained  of,  and  he  pronounced  too  old. 

The  I'tw/'ri  tried  to  run  out,  but  failed;  she  is  near  Pulaski.  Wil- 
mington is  deserted,  except  a  few  blacks. 

I  do  not  place  umch  confidence  in  his  story.  He  is  a  mulatto;  con- 
tradicts his  own  statements;  says  his  brother  will  be  down  on  Monday; 
the  contraband  is  a  brickmaker  by  trade;  his  master  about  to  sell  him 
to  some  one  in  Macon,  etc.;  sent  him  up  for  further  questioning. 

January  .?,  ]8ii2. — Acting  Master  Mather  reports -further  defects  in 
rudder  of  Henry  Andrew.  The  first  was  nearly  repaired;  the  last  will 
require  a  piece  of  iron  3i  inches  in  diameter  and  12  to  13  feet  long;  1 
permit  him  to  go  to  Port  Koyal  for  repairs;  please  send  Ellen  in  his 
place  if  you  can  spare  her. 

Commander  Drayton  sends  me  word  that  the  Fingal  has  discharged 
her  cotton,  or  part  of  it,  and  gone  back  to  Savannah.  I  know  not  the 
source  of  his  information. 

T  presume  there  will  be  no  irregularity  in  shipping  Isaac  (as  ordinary 
seaman),  a  colored  refugee,  or  contraband,  sent  from  U.  S.  S.  Savannah 
on  board  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  inlets  along  the  coast;  he  is 
somewhat  intelligent  and  a  quiet  man. 
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Here  with  is  aletter  from  Master's  Mate  Mattair.  He  is  well  acquainted 
at  Fernandina  and  has  some  knowledge  of  other  parts  of  the  coast; 
lost  all  be  had  (some  thousands)  on  account  of  being  a  Union  man ;  is 
a  native  of  Georgia;  has  a  Sick  wife  in  New  York,  and  desires  the  pay 
of  pilot,  $60  per  month,  with  an  order  as  acting  master  to  have  his 
name  on  the  books  of  some  vessel. 

Not  having  heard  from  you  in  relation  to  stripping  the  stone  vessels 
and  the  work  so  nearly  finished,  1  will  have  it  done,  so  that  the  wreckers 
and  others  may  return. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-Olhcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander 
Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reported  return  of  the  steamer 
Fingal  to  Savannah,  Ga. 

Headquarters, 
Tyhee  Island,  Georgia,  January  2,  1862. 
Dear  Captain:  By  a  couple  of  contrabands  who  left  Savannah  at 
9  o'clock  last  night  I  learn  that  the  Fingal  has  returned  to  the  "city  and 
is  lying  at  the  wharf  with  300  bales  cotton  on  board.  An  English 
(Nassau)  schooner,  also  loaded,  is  lying  near  her  waiting  a  chance  to 
run  the  blockade. 

The  contrabands  report  the  enemy's  forces,  including  that  of  Bruns- 
wick, at  20,000  men ;  and  they  say  that  1,000  cavalry  arrived  yesterday 
■from  Virginia  and  that  Western  Virginia  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
rebel  troops. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

H.  G.  Wright, 

[Brigadier-  General.  ] 
Captain  P.  DRAYTON, 

Gommandinfi  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Report  of  Co7nmand".r  Drayton,    V.   S.  Navy,   regarding  the  rumored 
return  to  Savannah  of  the  steamer  Fingal. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Tyhee  Roads,  January  o,  1862. 
Sir:  No  change  here  since  I  last  wrote,  except  that  we  have  had 
unusually  good  weather.     Two  contrabands  came  in  yesterday,  who 
state  that  the  Fingal  has  returned  to  Savannah  and  had  only  300  bales 
of  cotton  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pon  i , 

Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Port  Royal  Harbor, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Mag-Officer  Du  Pont.  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  assignment  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  January  3, 1862. 
rtiK:  *  *  *  Orders*  will  be  sent  by  tbe  KarnaJc,  wbich  sails  for 
Nassau  on  the  7tli  in.-.tant,  to  Ljeutenant  Coiiimandiug  Temple  to  pro 
ceed  to  Port  Royal  with  the  Flambeau  aud  report  to  you  for  duty. 
Should  Lieutenant  Temple  not  feel  able  to  retain  command  of  tbe 
Flambeau  any  longer,  you  will  assign  some  other  officer  to  that  vessel 
and  permit  Lieutenant  Temple  to  return  home. 

The  Keystone  State,  now  at  Hampton  Eoads,  will  be  ordered  to  join 
your  squadrou  as  soon  as  the  smallpox  disappears  from  among  her 
crew. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officcr  Du  Pont,  V.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  regarding  the 
status  of  British  subjects  captured  on  a  blockade  runner. 

Navy  Department,  January  4, 1862. 

Sir:  The  British  schooner  J-deiiwe  was  recently  captured  by  one  of 
our  steamers  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade,  and  three  of  the  crew,  wiio 
claimed  to  be  British  subjects,  released  after  entering  into  an  engage- 
ment not  to  be  again  employed  in  a  similar  proceeding. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  in  referring  to  tiie  circumstance, 
says  that  the  requirement  in  question  is  not' warranted  by  public  lawy 
and  no  such  condition  siiould  be  exacted  by  commanders  of  vessels  in 
future.  It  may  be  lawful  to  detain  as  witnesses  such  persons  as  may 
be  found  on  board  of  vessels  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  blockade 
when  their  testimony  may  be  indispensable  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  but  when  captured  in  a  neutral  vessel  they  can  not  be  consid- 
ered aud  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  three  persons,  therelbre,  who  were  conditionally  released  are  to 
be  regarded  as  absolved  from  the  obligation  required  of  them. 

You  will  please  communicate  to   the  commanding  officers  in  your 
squadron  the  princi])le  herein  stated  for  their  guidance. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure] 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1861. 
Sir  :  This  Department  has  been  informally  apprised  that  Commander 
Woodhull,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut,  recently  exacted  as  a  condition  of 
tlie  release  of  members  of  the  crew  of  the  British  schooner  Adeline, 
captured  for  a  breach  of  tlie  blockade,  that  they  should  enter  into  an 
engagement  not  to  be  employed  in  a  similar  proceeding  in  future.    It 

*  See  Series  I,  vol.  1,  jj.  271. 
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occurs  to  this  Department  that,  as  the  requirement  referred  to  is  not 
warranted  by  public  law,  the  commanders  of  blockading  vessels  should 
be  instructed  not  to  exact  any  similar  conditiou  f«r  tlie  release  of  per- 
sons found  on  board  of  vessels  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  blockade. 
It  may  be  lawful  to  detain  such  jtersons  as  witnesses  when  their  testi- 
mony may  be  indispensable  to  the  administration  of  Justice,  but  when 
captured  in  a  neutral  ship  they  can  not  be  considered  and  ought  not 
to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  Angus  Smith,  John  Moouey,  and 
.John  U.  McHenry,  the  alleged  Britisli  subjects  above  leferred  to,  are 
consequently  to  be  considered  as  absolved  from  the  obligation  repre- 
sented to  have  been  required  of  them  by  Commander  Woodhull. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Sewabd. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 
Penqnin  regarding  boat  expedition  to  Bear  Bluff',  8.  C,  January  4, 
18(i2. 

U.  8.  S.  Penguin, 
Off  Charleston,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  January  2  I  steamed  tip 
the  North  Edisto  Kiver  to  the  vicinity  of  White  Point,  where  it  was 
previously  i"ei)orted  that  the  rebels  were  placing  cannon.  We  saw 
none,  and  after  discharging  some  shell  at  rebel  pickets,  both  horse  and 
loot,  which  were  seen  on  the  premises  known  as  King's  and  Legare's, 
as  also  at  Eockville,  we  returned  to  our  anchorage. 

January  4,  feeling  satisfied  that  a  quantity  of  corn  was  in  possession 
of  the  rebels  at  Bear  Blntf,  we  again  ascended  the  river  and  anchored 
oft  that  place.  After  exploding  a  few  shell  over  it,  I  dispatched  Acting 
Master  Wright,  with  Acting  Master's  Mate  Anderson  and  2:5  of  the 
crew,  together  with  the  rifle  howitzer  mounted  on  a  flatboat.  When 
near  the  landing  they  were  fired  on  by  about  20  rebels,  but  sustained 
no  injury.  These  we  e  dispersed  by  small  arms  and  grape  from  our 
boats  and  shell  from  the  vessel,  when  Mr.  Wright  landed  with  his 
party  and  the  howitzer  and  raised  our  ensign  on  the  summit  of  the 
house  known  as  Rivers.  After  allowing  the  contrabands  who  followed 
the  vessel  up  the  river  to  fill  their  boats  with  corn,  he  set  fire  to  the 
buildings  with  their  contents,  thus  depriving  the  enemy  of  this  place 
of  shelter  and  subsistence. 

In  the  meantime  a  number  of  riflemen  fired  upon  the  vessel  from  a 
thicket  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  but  their  balls  fell  short,  and  a 
few  shell  dispersed  them  in  the  direction  of  King's  house. 

Upon  the  return  of  Mr.  Wright  and  party,  we  steamed  down  to  our 
anchorage. 

The  above  facts  were  communicated  toOaptain  Aramen  on  his  arri- 
val at  Edisto  ;  still  I  liave  deemed  it  proper  to  report  them  to  you  and 
to  enclose  herewith  Mr.  Wright's  statement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  a.  Budd, 
Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Kavy, 

Conidg,  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  lioyal,  S.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  PEi^auiN,  January  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  complete  success  of  the  boat 
expedition  detailed  by  you  to  dislodge  a  picket  of  the  rebels  aud  to 
destroy  the  buildings  occupied  by  them  at  Bear  Bluff. 

On  arriving  witliiu  60  yards  of  the  shore,  we  were  fired  upon  by  a 
party  of  the  enemy  who  were  secreted  in  the  bushes  and  in  two  negro 
houses  near  the  landing.  I  immediately  directed  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Anderson  to  throw-in  a  charge  of  grape  from  the  rifled  howitzer,  and 
pulled  for  the  shore  with  the  cutter.  On  reaching  the  top  of  the 
bank  we  discovered  the  rebels  (about  20  mounted  men)  in  full  flight 
toward  the  woods  and  beyond  the  reach  of  small  arms,  llaving  landed 
the  howitzer,  I  threw  out  a  small  party  of  skirmishers  to  examine  the 
buildings  and  proceeded  to  the  large  house,  behind  which,  on  a  level 
space  of  about  ?>  acres,  the  ground  was  staked  as  for  a  battery.  Being 
assured  by  the  negroes  that  the  place  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  for 
military  purposes,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  destroy  it,  and  after  allow- 
ing the  negroes  to  remove  as  much  corn  as  their  boats  could  take  away, 
I  set  tire  to  the  house  aud  outbuildings  and  burned  them  to  the  ground 
together  with  400  bushels  of  corn,  a  quantity  of  forage,  and  about  30 
bales  of  unginned  cotton. 

I  beg  leave  to  speak  in  high  terms  of  |thej  coolness  and  good  conduct 
of  the  men  engaged  in  this  afl'air.  The  enemy  fired  about  forty  shots, 
most  of  them  x)assing  over  us,  and  only  one  striking  the  boat.  At  a 
short  distance  on  the  road  taken  by  tiie  rebels  we  found  a  very  tine 
d()nble-f)arreled  gun  and  equipment  with  forty  rounds  of  ball  car- 
tridge, and  one  U.  S.  cavalry  saber  with  belts  complete,  ai)parently 
thrown  away  in  their  hasty  flight. 

The  buildings  burned  were  one  large  dwelling  house,  a  cotton  house, 
corncrib,  forage  house,  stable,  coach  house,  and  eight  negro  quarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  Wright, 

Acting  Master. 

Thos.  a.  Budd,  Esq., 

JAeuienant,  Commanding  U.  S.  »S'.  Penguin. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca, 
regarding  a  reconnoismnce  in  North  Edisto  Biver,  January  .-5,  1863. 

F.  S.  GwNBOAT  Seneca, 
North  Edisto  Harbor,  January  8,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8  a.  m.  of  the  5th  we  entered 
the  port  of  North  Edisto,  having  left  Port  Koyal  at  4  p.  m.  of  the  4th 
instant. 

The  Penguin,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd,  was  in  command  of 
these  waters.  The  colony  has  largely  increased,  numbering  probably 
1,000  negroes. 

On  the  2d  or  3d  the  Penguin  .went  up  to  Bear  Bluff,  particularly  to 
enable  the  negroes  to  get  a  supply  of  maize.  They  brought  away  100 
bushels  and  burned  the  remainder  and  also  the  house  occupied  by  rebel 
soldiery,  who  had  fired  upon  them.  I  have  encouraged  the  collection 
of  maize  and  other  food,  and  have  no  apprehensions  of  immediate  want 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  Seneca  i)ioceedcd  up  to  White  Point 
accompanied  by  the  Penguin.    We  found   King's  house  apparently 
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deserted  and  ouly  a  few  mounted  pickets  at  James  Legare's,  and  ascer- 
tained that  tbey  no  longer  used  the  houses  as  barracks. 

The  rebels  have  brought  nine  pieces  of  held  at*tillery,  no  doubt  for 
our  benefit  should  we  get  aground  near  White  Point.  This,  I  8upi)ose, 
is  the  "heavy  artillery"  mentioned  by  me  in  a  former  report. 

I  regard  it  advisable,  and  perhaps  necessary,  that  two  vessels  should 
be  here,  and  also  that  if  the  army  do  not  intend  to  occupy  this  impor- 
tant point  that  all  the  blacks  who  desire  to  leave  should  have  the  oppor- 
tunity. This  would  no  doubt  avoid  in  some  measure  the  exertions 
whicli  will  otherwise  be  made  sooner  or  later  to  capture  them. 

The  prisoner,  a  Mr.  Black,  is  well  known  to  the  blacks,  who  appear 
to  regard  him  with  great  suspicion.  You  will  remember  bim  as  the 
jieison  sent  uj)  by  me  to  be  released.  Owing  to  their  fears,  I  continue 
to  bold  him,  and  shall  do  so  several  days  longer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  ISeneca. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comvianding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  Southern  Atlantic. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 
Kavy,  regarding  the  duty  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Alabama  and  Pem- 
bina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S,  C,  January  6,  1802. 
SiK:  You  will  please  direct  the  Alabama  to  come  to  this  port  with 
all  dispatch.    The  Pembina  will  remain  with  you  for  the  present.    Cap- 
tain Gillinore,  of  the  Engineers,  goes  in  her  to  make  some  reconnois- 
sances.    Please  place  him  in  communication  with  Commander  Rodgers. 
Y'our  official  letter,  received  Saturday,  was  very  interesting,  and  I 
sent  some  of  its  contents  to  Washington. 

I  am  excessively  in  want  of  vessels  to  relieve  the  blockading  ships 
now  ont  of  cover  [sic]  nearly  all  at  the  same  time, 
llespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  a.  IS.  Seminole,  Wossaw  Sound. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  D>i  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  certain  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  V.,  January  (I,  1862. 
SiK:   I  have  dispatched  to  the  Ottawa,  Lieuteiuuit  Commanding 
Stevens,  to  order  the  Penguin  out  of  I'^disto,  to  rei)ort  to  you  for  the 
blockade  of  Cliarleston,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Alabama  will  leave 
here  Wednesday  morning,  also  to  report  to  you. 

If,  with  the  Penguin  and  Alabama,  you  consider  the  blockade  safe, 
the  jl/^f'/(/c«)t  and  Augusta  can  both  leave  for  this  port.  If  you  think 
pro|)er  you  may  move  the  Pocahontas  and  place  her  in  a  more  eflective 
position. 
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Ill  sliort,  please  use  your  best  judgment  iu  disposing  of  the  Penguin, 
PoeahoHtas,  and  A  labama,  whicU  your  experience  will  euable  you  to  do. 
For  example,  whether  a  vessel  like  the  Pocaltrmtan,  between  the  Eattle- 
siiake  Shoal  and  Mafifitt's  Channel,  would  not  be  better  placed  than  off 
Stono,  where  only  small  vessels  can  get  iu.    The  Ottmoa  is  to  return. 

EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  Godon, 

U.  /S'.  IS.  Mohican. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  I>n  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Stevens,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Ottaiva,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  North 
Edisto  and  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  (i,  1863. 
Sir:  Please  proceed  with  the  Ottaiva  under  your  command  to  North 
Edisto  and  direct  the  Pe)iY/«m,  LieutenautCommandingBudd,  to  repair 
ofl'  Charleston  and  report  to  Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  of  the  Mohican. 
You  will  proceed  off  Charleston  yourself  and  deliver  the  accompany- 
ing dispatches  to  Commander  Godon,  and  after  receiving  his  reply  will 
return  to  this  harbor  with  all  dispatch,  showing  this  order  to  Com- 
mander Godon. 

Should  the  latter  have  left,  you  will  give  the  dispatch  to  the  senior 
ofidcer  present. 

EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  STEVENS, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Lc  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  to  report  for  duty  at  Port 
Royal,  S.  G. 

Navy  Department,  January  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and 
report  to  Flag-Ofticer  San)uel  F.  Da  Pont  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  S()nadron.  On  the  way  you  will  communicate 
with  our  blockading  vessels  off  the  ports  of  Georgetown  and  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  Wm.  E.  Le  Eov, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  Hampton  Roads,  ^'<l. 


Order  of  the  Sevrelary  of  the  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Pattisou,  U.  S.  Na.vy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  to  report  for  duty  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  6,  1862. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  will  form  a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  and  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  Port  Eoyal, 
S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag  Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  accordingly. 
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In  proceeding  to  your  destination,  you  will  avoid  bad  weather  as 
mucb  as  possible,  keepinfi'  near  the  coast  and  touching  at  any  of  the 
points  in  our  possession,  if  advisable.  ^ 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  ofiBcers  of  the  Sumpter. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiDKON  Welles. 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Pattison, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  New  Yorh. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Nickels,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  nhip  Onward,  to  report  for  duty 
at  Fort  h'oyal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  6,  1862. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Onward,  under  your  command,  to 
Port  Iioyal,  IS.  C,  and  rei)ort  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty 
as  apart  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Onward. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Onward. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier  General 
Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  transfer  of  three  stone  vessels  for 
the  use  of  the  army. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  7,  1862. 
General  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request  of  Captain 
Saxton,  forwarded  througli  you. 

i  shall  therefore  give  directions  for  the  transfer  of  the  Garland, 
Jupiter,  and  Timor,  three  of  the  stone  vessels,  to  the  Quartermaster's 
Department. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Mag-Officer. 
Genera]  Sherman, 

Commanding  Uapeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head. 


Ordfr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
to  facilitate  communication  between  French  commander  and  consul  at 
I'ort  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  7, 1802. 

Sir:  The  Department  learns  from  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
French  war  steamer  Bellone,  Gomuiander  Marquis  de  Montague,  will 
repair  to  Port  Royal  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  French 
consul  in  that  vicinity,  and  hence  no  obstructions  will  be  interposed  by 
the  squadron  under  your  command. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretarij  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  regarding 
communication  between  French  commanders  and  consul  at  Port  Royal, 
S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  January  7, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  agreeably  to  your  request 
of  the  4th  instant,  the  proper  navy  officers  have  been  advised  of  the 
proposed  visit  of  the  Frencli  war  steamers  Ca.tinat  and  Bellojie  to  Nor- 
lolk  and  Port  Eoyal,  respectively,  tocommuuicate  with  the  French 
consuls  there,  and  hence  to  interpose  no  obstructions  to  those  vessels. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Commander  Oillis,  IT.  S.  Wavy,  transmitting  report  of  a  recon- 
noissance  in  Freeborn'' s  Cut,  Georgia,  by  Commander  Rodger s,  TJ.  S. 
Xavy,  and  Captain  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Army,  January  7,  1862. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Seminole, 
Wilmington  River,  Georgia,  January  9,  1862. 
Sir:  The  launch  of  this  vessel,  with  howitzer  and  armed  boat's  crew, 
was  sent  to  accompany  the  reconnoissauce  made  on  the  night  of  the 
7th  inst3,nt  of  Freeman's  or  Freeborn's  Gut  by  Captain  Kodgers,  of  the 
Flag,  and  Captain  Gillmore,  of  Engineers.  I  respectfully  forward  their 
report,  with  copy  of  Captain  E.'s  letter: 

Flag,  January  S,  180S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  report  made  by  Captain  Gilluiore 
and  myself  to  our  respect!  ve  chiefs  of  the  result  of  our  examination  of  Freeborn's  Cut. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Captain  JNO.  F.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

A  small  chart,  enlarged  from  a  newspaper  chart,  accompanies  the 
report.  They  did  not,  1  learn,  reach  the  short  bend  mentioned  by 
pilots,  around  which  vessels  have  to  be  swung  by  hawsers.  The  fort 
on  Fig  Island,  near  the  city  of  Savannah,  1  mile  above  Fort  Jackson 
(mentioned  by  the  contraband  Jim,  whom  I  sent  you  by  Alabama),  is 
not  placed  on  the  chart.  Fort  Jackson  is  represented  as  a  strong  work, 
covered.     I  merely  mention  these  as  matters  of  precaution. 

The  steamer  Florida  appeared  off  Wiassaw  Bar  about  noon  of  the 
7th  instant,  fired  a  gun  and  hoisted  a  jack;  exchatiged  numbers  with 
U.  S.  S.  Flag;  a  boat  with  pilot  was  sent  out  to  her.  She  proceeded 
to  the  southward  without  communicating,  not  waiting  for  boat,  which 
was  dispatched  at  once,  consequently  we  infer  she  had  not  letters  or 
orders  for  us. 

The  Pembina  will  give  Captain  Gillmore  passage  to  Port  Royal,  and, 
with  your  approbation,  return  samedayto  this  anchorage  with  mails,  etc. 

It  is  thought  requisite  and  proper  to  have  more  vessels  here.  The 
enemy's  steamers  run  daily  to  and  from  the  battery  on  Skiddaway, 
which  he  is  strengthening,  all  which  is  given  that  you  may  be  aware 
ot  the  condition  of  affairs  here,  not  from  apprehension  of  movements 
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we  know  nothing  of.     Our  paymaster  is  anxious  about  some  requisi- 
tions be  forwards. 

KespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,       s 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
C'ovimander,  Commanding  Naval  Force,  Wassair  Sound,  Georgia. 
Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Gomdg.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  lioyal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
Wassaw  Sound,  Jamiary  8,  1802. 

The  undersigned,  in  acjcordance  with  verbal  instructions  from  their 
respective  chiefs,  have  made  a  joint  examination  of  Little  Tybee  Eiver 
[Greek],  or  Freeborn's  Out,  from  its  mouth  upon  Wassaw  Sound  to 
within  half  a  mile  of  Mrs.  Barnard's  house,  situated  upon  the  first  fast 
land  on  Wilmington  Island.  Above  this  the  passage  is  also  known  as 
Wilmington  Narrows,  until  it  reaches  St.  Augustine  Creek. 

They  have  information,  which  they  deem  reliable,  that  a  regiment  of 
Savannah  Light  Infantry,  without  cannon,  is  stationed  on  Wilmington 
Island,  near  Dr.  Screven's  house,  a  mile  beyond  Mrs.  Barnard's.  They 
also  learned  that  the  channel  passes  near  both  those  houses,  within  50 
yards  of  Dr.  Screven's. 

They  agreed  that  it  was  very  improbable  that  the  boats  could  pass 
so  near  the  enemy  without  being  seen  by  his  pickets,  and  thus  disclos- 
ing their  examination.  Discovery,  by  warning  the  enemy  to  close  the 
passage,  woijld  have  militated-more  against  the  interests  of  the  public 
service  than  a  successful  examiuatiou  would  have  promoted  it;  here, 
therefore,  their  reconnoissance  ended. 

The  distance  from  the  ship  to  which  their  examination  reached  was 
about  9  miles,  extending  up  Tybee  Eiver  about  7  miles.  The  depth  of 
water  at  half  tide  varied  from  3  to  7  fathoms. 

They  found  that  Isaac  Tattnall,  the  colored  pilot,  was  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  channel.  The  accuracy  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
l)art  under  examination  gives  assurance  that  he  may  be  perfectly  relied 
upon  as  pilot  for  the  rest  of  tlie  pas.sage. 

The  channel,  as  far  as  seen,  was  wide,  deep,  and  practicable;  beyond, 
they  iearii  that  it  is  narrow,  but  still  deep,  and  it  is  believed  practica- 
•ble  for  vessels  ICO  or  170  feet  long. 

The  information  in  regard  to  tlie  unseen  part  has  been  derived  from 
carefully  collating  the  declarations  of  Isaac  with  those  of  other  negroes 
intimately  acquainted  with  this  passage. 

The  undersigned  have  therefore  come  to  the  conclusion  that  gunboats 
may  pass  into  Savannah  liiver,  through  Freeborn's  Out,  without  meet- 
ing any  artificial  obstructions  or  any  serious  natural  impediment. 
Should,  however,  any  unknown  obstacle  be  encountered,  the  return 
will  be  easy  and  nothing  will  have  been  sacrificed. 

The  undersigned  would  recommend  that,  after  entering  Savannah 
Eiver,  a  rapid  advance  should  be  made  on  the  city,  fighting  the  vessels 
past  Fort  Jackson  and  reducing  it  from  above,  in  order  to  allow  the 
unarmed  transports  free  ingress.  Upon  the  successful  accomplishment 
of  this  purpose,  the  batteries  on  Skiddaway  Island  and  at  Thunderbolt 
will  probably  be  abandoned;  their  positions,  no  longer  valuable,  would 
scarcely  be  tenable.  Fort  Pulaski  will  be  completely  blockaded  by  the 
same  movement,  its  supplies  cut  off,  its  usefulness  destroyed,  and  its 
troops  demoralized.  It  is  found  from  the  Coast-Survey  chart  and  from 
testimony  that  Fort  Jackson  stands  upon  a  peninsula  less  than  2  miles 
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wide  and  covered  witli  rice  fields.  Vessels  stationed  in  St.  Augustine 
Creek  and  Savannah  Kiver  can  cross  their  fires  over  it,.rendering  troops 
holding  it  secure  against  successful  attack  byMand  forces. 

This  position,  with  a  wharf,  a  fort  capable  of  resisting  a  coup  de  main, 
with  an  open  line  of  water  communication  with  Tybee  and  Port  Eoyal, 
with  probably  another  shorter  inland  passage  through  Wall's  (Jut, 
seems  to  be  a  good  point  d'appui  for  a  base  of  military  operations  in 
this  vicinity. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  sketch  showing  the  routes  proposed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  Eodgeks, 

Commander. 

Q.  A.  GrILLMORE, 

Captain  and  Chief  Engineer ^  E.  C. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdy.  South  Atlantic  Coast  Squadron,  Port  Boyal,  8.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Dtc  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 
Navy,  acTcnowledging  report  of  reconnoissance  in  Freeborn''s  Cut,  Jan- 
uary 7,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  11,  1802. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  your  dispatch  of  the  9th 
instant,  enclosing  otticial  rejvort  of  the  reconnoissance  made  by  Com- 
mander kodgers,  of  the  jP/a^,  and  Captain  Gillmore,  of  the  Engineers, 
of  Freeman  [Freeborn's]  Cut,  together  with  a  chart  thereof. 

I  have  also  to  thank  you  for  your  own  remarks  upon  the  same,  which 
I  deem  important. 

The  Pembina  could  not  be  dispatched  yesterday,  as  she  had  to  get 
coal,  but  I  send  her  today. 

I  am  very  much  pressed  for  vessels  to  relieve  those  blockading,  and  I 
will  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  is  the  least  force  and  what  the  most 
suitable  character  of  vessels  required  for  holding  Wassaw. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead  has  been  directed  to  collect  all 
the  papers  and  mail  which  have  arrived  since  I  sent  by  the  boat  Hale 
to  you. 

llespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  Ship  Savannah,  Wassa.w. 


Cruise  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Florida,  along  the  coast  of  Florida.,  January  7  to 

February  11, 1862. 

Eeport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  instructions  to  Commander  Golds- 
borough,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  11, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  my  in- 
structions to  Commander  J.  li.  Goldsborough,  of  the  Florida,  whom  I 
have  dispatched  to  Cedar  Keys  for  the  reasons  therein  stated. 
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I  have  since  heard  that  the  Santiago  <lc  Cuba  has  proceeded  to  the 
same  place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

S.  F.  Dtj  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

ITon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enolosnrofl.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  (>,  1861  [2], 

Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Florida  under  your  command 
to  Cedar  Keys,  west  coast  of  Florida.  As  yon  move  down  the  coast 
yon  will  communicate  (if  it  involves  but  little  delay)  with  Captain 
Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  Commander  Steedman,  of  the  Bien- 
ville, keeping  a  bright  lookout  for  vessels  which  may  intend  running 
the  blockade. 

My  object  in  sending  you  to  Cedar  Keys  is  to  intercept  the  Gladiator, 
heavily  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions,  or  her  cargo  transshipped  into 
small  vessels  and  forwarded  from  Nassau,  where  the  Gladiator  had  ar- 
rived from  England. 

She  has  been  sold  to  the  Confederates  and,  besides,  is  liable  to  cap- 
ture for  her  contraband  cargo. 

The  close  blockade  of  this  coast  now,  and  the  prevalence  of  easterly 
gales  has,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  directed  the  vessels  running  the 
blockade  to  'Cedar  Keys,  from  which  they  are  sent  up  by  Florida  Rail- 
road to  Savannah. 

You  are  aware  that  Cedar  Keys  is  within  the  command  of  Flag- 
OfQcer  McKean,  but  as  I  can  not  reach  him  by  letter  in  the  time  you 
could  be,  for  the  moment,  performing  the  important  service  mentioned 
above,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  dispatch  you. 

If  you  have  an  opportunity  to  communicate  with  Flag  Officer  McKean, 
you  will  do  so,  handing  him  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Yon  will  also  endeavor  to  communicate  with  Commander  Emmons, 
of  the  Hatteras,  at  Apalachicola,  and  inform  him  of  my  suspicions  in 
reference  to  the  vessels  running  into  Cedar  Keys. 

You  will  return  here  whenever  your  judgment  directs,  for  1  do  not 
mean  that  you  shall  assume  the  blockade  of  Cedar  Keys,  but  only  to 
wat(!h  for  a  time  for  the  Gladiator.    She  was,  according  to  my  latest 
information,  at  Nassau,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau  outside. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commander  J.  R.  GtOLDsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  (J,  1861  [2\. 
Sir:  I  forgot  to  mention  in  your  orders  of  this  date  that  you  can  call 
at  Key  West  and  get  any  information  that  will  be  of  service  in  making 
more  efl'ectual  the  blockade;  also  at  Cedar  Keys.    Endeavor  to  get 
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information  respecting  the  condition  of  things  in  Florida,  as  to  its 
defenses  and  Union  sentiments  there. 

llesi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  J.  1^'.  Goldsboeough, 

U.  8.  S.  Florida. 

p.  S. — On  meeting  senior  officers  at  Key  West  or  elsewhere,  conform 
to  regulations  in  showing  your  orders. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  15,  1t^(>2. 
Str:  Having  received  information  in  January  liist  requiring  imme- 
diate attention  that  Odar  Keys  was  much  resorted  to  by  vessels 
running  the  blockade,  and  being  desirous  to  intercept  the  GIndiator, 
which  shortly  before  had  arrived  at  Nassau,  I  sent  the  Florida,  Com- 
mander J.  B.  Goldsborough.  to  the  point  first  mentioned,  directing  him 
to  communicate  with  the  authorities  at  Key  West,  and  also,  if  possible, 
with  Flag-Officer  McKeau. 

Commander  Goldsborough  has  returned  to  this  port,  having  ]>assed 
and  seen  the  various  lighthouses  referred  to  in  his  report,  a  cojjy  of 
which  is. herewith  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  UiT  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  8outh  Atlantic  Blockading  8quadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8eoretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  11.  S.  S.  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
Port  Royal,  8.  C,  February  11,  IHi;:^. 

Flag-Ofpioer  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in 
obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  6ch  of  January : 

1  sailed  from  Port  Koyal  on  the  7th,  and  having  communicated  with 
Captain  Lardner,  of  the  8nsquehanna,  and  Commander  Steedman,  of  the 
Bienville,  1  continued  coasting  along,  iceepiiig  a  bright  lookout  for  ves- 
sels intending  to  run  the  blockade,  sighting  all  the  light-hou.ses  and 
beacons  until  my  arrival  at  Key  West,  on  the  lltli,  where  I  found  the 
sloop  of- war  Portsmouth,  Commander  Swartwout,  the  gunboats  Tahoma, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Howell,  Itasca,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Caldwell,  and  Wanderer,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Spotts,  the  latteT' 
guard  vessel  to  the  port.  The  Flambeau,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Temple,  having  coaled,  sailed  the  day  previous  to  ray  arrival  for  Na.'T 
sau  to  intercept  the  Confederate  steamer  Gladiator,  which  vessel  was 
in  Nassau  on  the  1st  of  January;  had  made  no  transshipment  of  cargo 
but  had  got  in  her  stern  moorings  witli  the  apparent  intention  of  getting 
to  sea.  The  collector  informed  me  that  the  rebels  had  erected  a  small 
battery  of  two  32-pounders  on  Sea  Horse  Key;   about  70  men  of  the 
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Fourth  Florida  liegiment,  nuder  Captain  Hunt,  bad  been  stationed 
tlipre  until,  anticipatiuK  a  naval  expedition  against  Fernandina,  all  bat 
a  corporal's  guard  bad  been  witbdrawn;  that  seven  of  our  fishing 
smacks  had  been  captured  and  tbeir  crews  imprisoned  in  the  fort.  This 
information  was  furnished  by  cue  of  the  prisoners  liberated  on  parole. 
J  s:iiled  from  Key  West  ou  the  12th  with  the  I'ortsmouth,  forwarding 
by  her  to  Flag-Officer  McKean  a  copy  of  my  instructions  and  a  eom- 
nuinication  from  myself,  and  continued  coasting  along  looking  into 
Charlotte  Harbor  and  Tampa  Bay,  where  I  communicated  with  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Eaton,  of  the  bark  Ethan  Allen,  and  on  the  l.jtb, 
off  Anclote  Key,  with  the  bark  Khigfisher,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Couthouy,  to  both  of  whom  I  furnished  a  description  of  the  Gladiator. 
I  anchored  off  the  Cedar  Keys  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  ITtb  the  U.  S.  S.  Hatterns,  Commander  Emmons,  came 
out  from  the,  inner  harbor  and  informed  me  that  he  had  destroyed  the 
guns  on  Sea  Horse  Key,  the  railroad  depot,  seven  cars,  telegraph 
station,  and  store  house  for  turpentine;  also  live  fishing  smacks  and 
two  schooners,  partly  laden;  liad  taken  Lieutenant  Weeks  and  10  nien 
of  Fourth  Florida  Kegiment  prisoners  from  Depot  Key.  The  only 
other  vessel  in  port  was  the  scliooner  Fanny,  loaded  with  turpentine; 
she  escaped  during  the  night,  but  was  afterwards  captured  attempting 
to  run  into  Tampa  Bay.  This  is  the  vessel  that  was  recaptured  from 
Lieutenant  Selden.  They  were  quiet  and  civil  on  this  key,  and,  though 
all  disloyal,  none  bearing  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Cedar  Keys  has  been  of  considerable  importance  to  our  enemies, 
and  will  so  continue  unless  we  take  immediate  ])Ossession,  which  can 
be  (lone  with  a  small  force,  and  held  against  a  very  superior  one.  It  is 
one  ol'  the  most  interesting  places  on  the  peninsula  of  Florida.  The 
settlement  is  on  Depot  Key,  Sea  Horse  Key  being  uninhabited.  The 
light-house  on  the  keeper's  dwelling,  beacon,  and  buoy  on  the  reef  still 
remain.  The  lens  from  this,  as  well  as  from  all  other  light-houses  on  the 
Florida  coast,  have  becTi  removed.  The  light-houses  on  Carysfort  Keef, 
Sombrero,  Key  West,  Sand  Key,  Tortugas,  and  the  light-ship  at  Port 
lioyal  "  are  shining  as  the  safeguards  and  symbols  of  fraternal  com- 
merce and  peaceful  civilization."  After  remaining  off'  the  Cedar  Keys 
for  nineteen  days  without,  except  in  one  instance,  seeing  a  sail,  I  deter- 
mined to  return  to  this  port,  touching  at  Key  West  for  coal.  I  was 
inliuenced  in  so  doing  by  the  entire  destruction  of  the  Cedar  Keys  and 
facilities  for  landing  cargo,  which  would  compel  the  Gladiator  or  any 
other  vessels  to  look  to  some  other  point,  added  to  which  the  Gladiator^s 
draft  of  water,  12  ieet,  would  permit  her  to  enter  the  harbor  only  on 
the  spring  tides.  The  Hatteras  grounded,  drawing  only  8  feet.  I 
offered  the  services  of  the  Florida  to  the  military  authorities  at  Key 
West  to  assist  in  taking  possession  of  the  Cedar  Keys,  but,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  the  general  commanding,  and  the  want  of  instructions, 
they  were  declined.  ISfot  bearing  anything  reliable  respecting  the  move- 
ments of  the  Gladiator,  I  left  Key  West  on  the  7th  instant,  coasting 
along  under  easy  steam  until  my  arrival  at  this  ])la<!e. 

The  gunboat  Tahoma,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Howell,  is  now  block- 
ading off  the  Cedar  Keys. 

I  enclose  abstract  of  vessels  boarded,  and  am. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  COLDSBOEOITGH, 

Oommnnder,  U.  H.  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  PowT, 

Gommanding  Soutli  Atlantic  TUoclcading  Squadron. 
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Receipt  of  Assistant  Quartermaster  Saxton,  JJ.  S.  Army,  for  stone  vessels 
transferred  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Hilton  Head,  January  8,  1S62. 
Received  of  Flag-OfiQcer  S.  F.  Du  Poat,  commanding  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  the  following  vessels,  part  of  the  stone  fleet,  to 
wit:  Frances  Henrietta,  Gorea,  (iarlarid,  Jupiter,  and  Timor. 

li.  Saxton, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Army,  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

[Endorsement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  8.  G.,  February  14,  18G2. 
The  Jupiter  and  Timor  were  subsequently  withdrawn  and  sunk  at 
Charleston,  S.  G. 

C.  H.  Davis, 
fonth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Gommander  Lanier,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Alabama,  to  proceed  to  duty  off'  Gharleston 
Bar. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  D,  1862. 
SiK:  You  will  idease  proceed  witli  the  Alabama  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  Bar  and  re,|>ort  yourself  to  the  senior  officer  for  blockad- 
ing duty. 

In  the  event  of  finding  yourself  the  .senior  officer,  you  will  assume 
the  charge  of  the  blockading  force  off  that  place. 
Eespectfnlly,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  E.  TjANIER, 

U.  8.  8.  Alabama. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Boutelle,  U.  8. 
Goast  8urrey,  regarding  the  buoying  of  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  January  9,  1802. 

Sir:  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  we  should  have  a  better  under- 
standing as  to  your  operations,  and  make  the  following  suggestions: 

I  am  expecting  the  light  ship  here  in  a  few  days,  and  I  will  be  obliged 
to  yon  if  you  will  drop  a  buoy  to-day  on  the  place  she  is  to  occupy. 

When  1  requested  you  to  survey  Skull  Creek  and  Broad  Jtiver  it  was 
my  expectation  that  the  results  of  a  rapid  reconnoissance,  showing  the 
direction  of  the  principal  channels  and  the  depth  of  mean  low  water, 
could  be  furnished  in  a  few  days,  the  completion  of  the  work  being  left 
to  11  more  leisurely  time.  I  find,  however,  that  I  can  depend  upon  the 
skill  of  pilots  and  masters  for  the  safe  navigation  of  these  passages 
and  I  therefore  will  ask  you  to  turn  your  personal  attention  to  the 
placing  of  the  buoys  in  the  harbors  and  sounds  in  the  possession  of 
the  naval  forces  under  my  command,  and  to  take  uj)  in  ihe  following 
order:  Tybee  Entrance,  St.  Helena  Sound,  Wassaw  Sound,  South 
Edisto,  Ossabaw  Soun<l,  North  Edisfo. 
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Of  tbese  harbors  the  first  four  are  like  Port  Royal — permanently 
occupied. 

Vessels  are  passing  in  and  out  of  their  chaunels"'at  all  times,  and  it 
the  latter  are  buoyed  in  such  manner  that  with  simple  directions  they 
can  be  traversed  by  a  stranger  in  security  much  labor  and  delay  will 
be  saved. 

No  one  knows  how  to  do  this  better  than  yourself,  and  I  rely  upon 
your  judgment  and  zeal. 
Please  deliver  to  this  ship  the  barge  taken  in  North  liJdisto. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flaf/- Officer. 
C.  O.  BouTELLE,  Esq., 

Assistant  U.  8.  Coast  Survey,  Port  Boyal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Truxtun,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  to 
Bailey^s  Island,  South  Carolina,  January  10-12,  1862. 

U.  S.  Ship  Dale, 
St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  January  IS,  lH(i3. 

SiK:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  the  9th  instant  Colonel  Thomas 
Welsh  placed  Companies  H  and  K,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
numbering  131,  rank  and  file,  under  my  command.  With  these  two 
companies  and  a  detachment  from  this  ship  of  seamen  and  marines, 
numbering  iii  all  2U5  fighting  men,  I  left  this  ship  on  the  morning  of 
Friday  the  10th  instant. 

We  visited  Bailey's  Island ;  found  it  entirely  deserted  by  both  whites 
and  negroes,  but  well  stocked  with  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses. 

We  then  proceeded  up  Bailey's  Creek  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  visit- 
ing many  plantations  on  the  way,  but  seeing  no  signs  of  an  enemy. 

On  the  1 1th  we  marched  from  the  Episcopal  Church  to  Bailey's  Land- 
ing, on  the  North  Bdisto  River,  from  which  we  saw  a  gunboat  about  2 
miles  to  seaward  of  us,  supposed  to  be  the  Seneca. 

On  the  12th,  at  4  p.  m.,  reached  the  sliip,  having  been  absent  two 
nights  and  three  days.  During  the  expedition  we  visited  many  fine 
plantations  and  elegant  residences.  The  negroes  had  removed  and 
secreted  in  their  quarters  most  of  the  furniture  that  had  been  left  by 
their  masters.  Great  care  was  taken  that  nothing  should  be  removed 
from  any  of  the  plantations,  excepting  a  feisr  books,  light  novels,  maga- 
zines, and  suflHcient  forage  to  support  the  jjarty.  Both  the  volunteers 
and  seamen  deserve  credit  for  their  general  good  conduct. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nkiholson,  . 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,   U.  8.  Navy,  giving  information  obtained 
from  prisoners  regarding  Confederate  batteries. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  January  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  received  orders 
from  Commander  Godon  to  proceed  tothisport,  "after  early  dark,"  and 
that  alter  parting  from  tlie  iMoliican  I  stood  in  for  an  anchorage  off 
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Stouo,  and  discovered  a  small  sailboat  standing  toward  us  from  Stone 
Inlet,  and  at  3:50  p.  ni.  sbe  came  alongside  with  four  white  men  in  lier, 
who  represented  themselves  as  Northern  men  and  who  desired  to  place 
themselves  under  our  protection.  They  were  in  uniform  and  state  that 
they  belonged  to  the  "  Lucas  Artillery,"' commanded  by  Major  J.  Jonathan 
Lucas,  whose  headcjuarters  are  on  Cole's  Island.  They  produced  a  pass 
from  the  commanding  ofiScerof  Company  A,  and  countersigned  by  Major 
Lucas,  to  go  after  oysters  and  to  return  by  2  p.  in.,  but  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  escape,  which  they  did,  and  I  have  them  on 
board,  subject  to  your  order. 

Deeming  it  my  duty  to  furnish  you  with  all  information  relating  to 
the  forces  of  the  enemy,  I  have  obtained  from  these  men  the  following 
statement,  viz :  That  there  are  on  Cole's  Island  four  batteries,  mounting 
14  guns  in  all,  and  distributed  as  follows: 

In  the  Marion  battery,  commanded  by  Captain  Pope  [Parker],  there 
are  2  32-pounders  and  1  Vlllinch  columbiad,  manned  byabouty.l  men 
belonging  to  the  La  Fayette  Artillery,  with  abundance  of  ammunition. 

In  the  Ripley  battery,  commanded  by  Major  Lucas,  there  are  3  42 
])oiinders  (solid  shot)  and  one  X-inch  columbiad,  which  has  been  dis- 
mounted three  times  in  tiring,  and  manned  by  Company  B,  Lucas  Artil- 
lery, amounting  to  47  men.     In  this  battery  there  is  an  abundance  of 

ammunition,  and  an  apparatus  for  heating  shot  and for  them 

already  prepared. 

In  Fort  Palmetto,  also  commanded  by  Major  Lucas,  there  are  2  24- 
l>ounder  rifled  guns  and  2  24-ponn(ler  smoothbore  guns,  manned  bv 
about  35  men  of  Ijee's  battery  of  artillery.  Tliis  fort  is  an  ancient 
fortification,  around  a  portion  of  which  is  a  ditch  which,  during  the 
spring  tides,  is  fdled  to  the  depth  of  3  feet.  The  ascent  to  the  parapet 
is  so  easy  as  to  render  it  pertectly  feasible  to  charge  the  fort  at  double 
fjuick. 

In  the  Bastion  battery,  also  commanded  by  Major  Lucas,  there  are  2 
18  pounder  smoothbore  guns,  old  pattern,  and  apparently  of  not  much 
use,  they  having  been  removed  from  Fort  Palmetto,  where  they  had 
been  since  the  llevolution.  There  is  also  1  X-iuch  columbiad  about 
100  yards  in  tiie  rear  of  the  Bastion  battery,  which  is  manned  by  about 
40  men  belonging  to  the  Lucas  Artillery. 

There  are  on  Cole's  Island  at  this  time  about  850  men,  all  told,  and 
arc  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  but  have  neither  coffee  nor  salt; 
and  the  troops  enlisted  for  one  yearare  going  home,  their  time  having 
expired.     They  have  been  expecting  Burnside's  ex])edition. 

Fort  Pickens  [Pringle]  about  IJ  miles  up  the  Stono,  contains  !)  24- 
pounder  smoothbore  guns  andl  12-pound  howitzer. 

These  men  state  that  13  feet  may  be  carried  across  Stono  liar  at  high 
water. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
JAeiitenant,  Gmnmandina  Pocahontas. 

Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockadinf/  Squadron,  Tort  Royal  S.  G. 

Report  of  Flafi- Officer  Du  Pont,   U.  S.  Xavy,  rennrdhuj  the  cuca.pe  into 
Charleston,  S.  C,  of  the  blockade  runner  Imhcl. 

Private.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S   C,  Janvary  11,  ]8(i2. 

My  Dear  Sik:  1  have  no  important  official  communication  to  make 
to  the  Department  by  the  Rhode  Inland.    General  Shermau  has  been  to 
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see  ijie  to-day.  We  have  both  been  i)usliing  recormoissaiices  of  great 
moment  and  of  promising  cliaracter,  but  1  am  afraid  to  trust  myself  to 
speak  of  them,  lest  I  might  raise  exi)ectatious  iif  your  mind  which 
could  not  be  realized.  Some  things  we  have  discovered  seem  hard  to 
believe. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  a  newspa]>er  paragra])h  going  the 
rounds  asserting  that  General  Sherman  and  myself  were  differing  on 
any  subject  between  us  has  no  foundation  whatever. 

If  what  I  liave  alluded  to  above  turns  out,  as  1  hope,  the  mortar 
vessels  would  be  of  great  importance. 

The  light  vessel  has  arrived  and  the  machinery  for  Unadilla,  a  god- 
send; four  more  regular  gunboats  would  help  us  amazingly. 

The  Isabel,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  got  into  Charleston,  in  a  fog.  The 
Mohican  slipi)ed  her  chain  instantly  on  the  lookout  vessel  of  that  chan- 
nel firing  a  gun,  but  the  Isabel  was  too  swift.  The  Mohican  blew  her 
stern  off  by  a  shell;  this  we  have  from  deserters  from  Stono  to-day, 
brought  down  by  the  Pocahontas.     She  had  coffee  on  board;  no  arms. 

The  Mohican  chased  her  until  she  drew  the  fire  of  the  forts. 

With  best  regards  to  Mr.  Fox. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully,  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Hon.  GriDEON  Welles, 

tSecretary  of  the  Navy,Washinqton. 


Letter  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  regarding  the  prosecution  of  original  plan  of  operations. 

UnoflEicial.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  11,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  only  a  short  time  to  write  by  the  Rhode  Island, 
now  here  for  a  few  hours  on  her  way  north ;  but  1  can  not  let  her  go 
without  answering  one  part  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  January. 

You  regret  that  the  second  exi)edition  did  not  proceed,  and  say  that 
"the  original  plan  ought  to  have  been  carried  out,"  because  (in  a 
former  part  of  your  letter  in  the  same  connection)  "the  political  condi- 
tion of  things  renders  it  imperative  that  we  should  possess  all  the 
Southern  ports  possible." 

Will  you  i)ermit  me  to  remind  you  that  the  original  plan  of  the  exjie- 
dition  contemydated  the  seizure  and  occupation  of  two  ports,  as  harbors 
of  refuge,  and  that  1  have  taken  seven  ports,  and  now  actually  hold 
five  ports,  of  which  tliree  are  in  South  Carolina  and  two  in  Georgia, 
and  of  which  live  ports,  three  are  held  by  us  in  connection  with  the 
Army. 

I  received  by  this  mail  of  to-day  an  important  letter  of  December  10. 

This  reminds  me  to  renew  my  earnest  desire  (previously  expressed) 
to  be  in  more  rapid  and  regular  communication  with  the  Department 
than  by  the  supply  ship,  and  I  would  suggest  that  an  understanding 
sliould  be  had  between  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  the  army 
quartermaster,  and  the  post-ofiice  at  New  York. 

Pray  do  not  suppose  from  anything  above  that  I  have  lost  any  por- 
tion of  my  interest  in  the  Florida  business. 

It  is  only  a  question  of  ships,  and  it  will  be  prosecuted  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  done  without  abandoning  other  ])oints. 

I  am  perfectly  posted  up  in  reference  to  it,  but  I  ought  to  have  one 
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or  two  efBcient  vessels  of  moderate  draft,  like  the  Richmond  or  Hartford, 
because  the  large  men-of-war  of  the  squadroii  are  excluded.  I  should 
like  also  to  have  four  additional  regular  gunboats,  which  would  be  allot- 
ing  me  eight  only,  out  of  the  twenty-three. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  R.  B.  Forbes,  a  most  useful  vessel,  reduces  my 
squadron.  The  Wyandotte  is  almost  useless;  the  withholding  of  the 
mortar  fleet  makes  me  still  further  unhappy. 

But,  as  I  said  to  you  in  one  of  uiy  previous  letters,  it  is  for  the  Depart- 
ment to  judge  what  it  can  spare  and  what  it  can  not,  and  to  this  I 
cheerfully  submit. 

It  is  my  duty,  however,  to  let  you  know  in  this  unofficial  way  and 
with  the  best  possible  spirit  that  I  feel  myself  very  much  pressed. 
Thank  you  for  the  Keystone  State. 
Faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flaff- Officer. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  progress  of 
the  work  in  opening  WaWs  Cut. 

January  12, 1862. 
Commodore:  Since  returning  from  the  Wabash  I  have  received  the 
enclosed  communication  from  Major  Beard. 

I  shall  keep  a  guard  on  Daufuskie  Island  with  vedettes  at  the  cut 
[Wall's],  to  give  the  quickest  information  in  case  of  any  demonstration 
made  there  by  anyone. 

In  the  meanwhile  1  think  we  are  in  a  very  fair  way  of  an  opening 
quickly. 

Yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Please  return  the  enclosed. 

[  Enclosure] 

Daufuskie  Island,  South  Carolina, 

Saturday,  January  11,  1H()2 — 5  a.  m. 
General:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  concluded  last  night 
work  which  has  resulted  most  satisfactorily.     All  the  piles  on  the  north 
part  of  the  channel  are  removed,  there  being  from  13  to  17  feet  of  water 
at  high  tide  over  the  stumps. 

The  brig  has  been  removed  and  now  lies  parallel  with  and  close  to 
the  south  side  of  the  channel.  A  passage  is  thus  left  of  5;$  feet,  navi- 
gable at  higlitide  for  any  vessels  not  drawing  over  13^  feet  of  water. 

I  send  a  rough  draft*  of  channel  herewith.  Our  work  is  now  subject 
to  discovery  at  any  moment  by  parties  from  Savannah  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  gunning.     Such  a  party  passed  the  cut  yesterday. 

If  it  is  thus  discovered  before  being  taken  advantage  of,  our  whole 
work  will  be  rendered  nugatory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oliver  T.  Beaed, 
Major,  Forty-Fighth  New  Yorlc  Volunteers. 
Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps. 

*  Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont, '  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  8.  Nary,  eommanding  U.  8. 
bark  Gem  of  the  8ea,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  January 
12-March  38,  1862. 

Flauship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  30,  18H2. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Acting  Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant  J.  B.  Baxter  of  events  during  the  time  he  was  block- 
ading off  Georgetown,  S.  C,  viz,  from  the  12th  of  January  to  the  28th 
of  March,  with  the  armed  bark  Gem  of  the  8ea. 

During  this  period  he  captured,  on  the  12th  March,  the  British 
schooner  Fair  Play,  9  miles  from  Georgetown  light-house,  professedly 
bound  foi'  Nassau.  He  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication  under 
Acting  Master  Nelson  Provost.  Her  captain  (Thayer)  was  a  police 
officer  in  the  city  of  Charleston  at  the  beginning  of  the  i-ebellion. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter  has  shown  zeal  and  energy  in 
the  service,  and  at  the  present  time  is  engaged  in  blockading  duty 
again  off  Georgetown. 

\'ery  resi^ectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

,  [En  Josurc] 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  March  2S,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  proceedings  with  the  Gem 
of  the  Sea  while  blockading  off  Georgetown,  S.  C,  since  the  12th  of 
January  up  to  the  present  date. 

February  1-1,  1862. — At  daylight  in  the  morning,  while  lying  to  with 
the  maintopsail  aback,  8  miles  S.  S.  E.  from  the  entrance  to  George- 
town, wind  light  from  S.  W.,  saw  a  schooner  bearing  E.  N.  E.  Irom  us, 
distant  i  miles,  apparently  standing  in  for  Georgetown  entrance.  I 
■immediately  lilled  away  in  chase  of  her,  bat  we  being  discovered  from 
the  schooner  about  the  same  time  that  we  discovered  her,  she  kept  oft' 
N.  E.  by  E.,  setting  a  large  square  sail  and  all  other  sail  they  could 
make  draw,  and  made  the  best  of  her  way  from  us.  I  hoisted  tiie 
ensign  and  fired  a  gun  to  bring  hei-  to.  The  shot  fell  far  short  of  her. 
There  was  no  notice  taken  on  board  the  schooner  of  either  signal  or 
shot.  I  kept  up  the  chase  for  three  hours,  but  finding  the  schooner 
leaving  us  very  fast,  and  she  being  nearly  hull  down,  I  gave  up  the 
chase  and  returned  to  my  station. 

February  27. — At  3  p.  m.,  while  laying  oft'  the  north  entrance  to 
(Georgetown,  wind  light  from  W.  S.  W.,  saw  a  schooner  bearing  east 
from  us,  distant  C  miles,  steering  N.  N.  W.  I  immediately  set  all  sail 
possible  and  went  in  chase  of  her.  We  weve  soon  after  discovered 
from  the  schooner,  when  she  kept  oft'  E.  N.  E.,  setting  a  large  square 
sail  and  other  sails  and  made  the  best  of  her  way  from  us.  I  followed 
ui>  the  chase  until  dark,  when  we  lost  sight  of  her  and  gave  up  thechase. 

The  next  day  the  U.  S  gunboat  Mount  Vernon,  blockading  oft'  Wil- 
mington, N.  G.,  captured  the  British  schooner  British  Queen  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade.  I  am  quite  sure  it  was  the  same 
schooner  we  were  in  chase  of. 
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March  12.— At  11  o'clock  a.  in.,  Georsetowu  ligbt  house  bearing  W. 
by  N.,  distant  9  miles,  boarded  the  British  schooner  Fair  I'lat/,  of 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Captain  Thayer,  with^au  assorted  cargo,  such  as 
fish,  soai),  caudles,  shoes,  brogaus,  boots,  leather,  blankets,  bine  flannel, 
etc.  She  was  cleared  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  for  Nassau,  New 
Providence.  On  examining  her  papers  and  log  book  and  questioning 
the  captain,  1  found  everything  about  her  and  her  captain  of  a  susi)i- 
cious  nature.  The  captain's  excuse  for  running  in  here  was  the  loss  of 
sails  and  want  of  water.  I  not  being  satisfied  with  his  excuse,  and  the 
schooner  not  in  a  lit  condition  to  send  to  a  Northern  port  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  I  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Port  Royal  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  Nelson  Provost  for  your  inspection. 

You  not  being  at  Port  Boyal  on  Mr.  Provost's  arrival  there,  he 
reported  himself  and  schooner  to  Captain  Lardner,  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
Susquehanna,  who  supplied  him  with  all  he  required,  and  sent  him  back 
with  the  schooner  to  me  on  the  20th  instant  for  my  decision  as  to  the 
port  she  should  be  sent  to  for  adjudication. 

I  sent  her  to  Philadelphia.  Captain  Thayer,  of  the  schooner  Fair 
Flay,  while  on  board  the  Susquehanna  was  recognized  by  one  white 
man  and  four  negroes,  who  escaped  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  a  boat 
on  the  23d  day  of  October  last,  and  were  ])icked  up  by  the  Susquehanna 
on  the  same  day.  Their  depositions  were  taken  by  Captain  Lardner, 
of  the  Susquehanna.  They  testified  that  tliey  had  known  him  (Cap- 
tain Thayer)  for  two  years  and  upward;  first,  as  captain  of  the  quar- 
antine boat  running  between  the  city  of  Charleston  and  the  quaran- 
tine, and  secondly,  as  a  city  police  oflftcer,  and  he  was  in  that  capacity 
when  'they  escaped  from  Charleston.  Also,  that  when  the  troubles  first 
broke  out  he  adopted  the  secession  uniform. 

Whenever  the  wind  and  weather  would  permit  me  to  approach  near 
the  entrance  to  Georgetown  I  could  see  small  rebel  steamers  and 
schooners  busily  running  between  Georgetown,  Santee  Eiver,  and 
inland  to  Bull's  Bay,  and  also  a  steamer  of  about  450  tons  burden,  with 
two  masts,  api)arently  armed,  lying  at  anchor  near  the  light-liouse. 
She  always  got  underway  when  we  approached  near  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor.  On  one  occasion,  the  wind  being  veiy  light,  she  came  out- 
side of  the  bar,  but  immediately  turned  around  and  went  in  under  the 
light-house  and  there  lay  with  steam  up. 

During  this  cruise  off  Georgetown,  S.  C,  of  seventy-four  days,  we 
have  been  constantly  underway,  with  the  exception  of  fifty  three  hours 
at  anchor.  The  weather  has  been  very  severe  throughout,  with  a  suc- 
cession of  heavy  gales,  thick,  cold  fogs,  and  much  rain. 

Necessary  duty  has  caused  my  crew  to  be  much  exi)osed  to  the  severe 
weather,  and  the  most  of  them  have  been  laid  up  with  severe  colds. 

1  am  short  of  officers  and  men,  so  much  so  that  it  would  be  difficult 
for  me  to  work  the  guns  and  ship  at  the  same  time  in  case  of  an  attack. 

My  full  complement  of  officers  and  crew  is  70.  1  am  short  2  acting 
masters  and  !>  of  the  crew,  and  11  oti  board  are  sick;  8  of  those  on 
board  sick  have  been  off  duty  nearly  the  entire  cruise.  I  do  not  think 
they  will  be  able  to  do  duty  very  soon,  as  their  diseases  are  of  long 
standing. 

Acting  Master  S.  V.  Bennis  was  sent  to  New  York  on  the  sick  list. 
Acting  Master  N.  Provost  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  charge  of  the 
prize  schooner  Fair  Flay  with  3  men.  Two  men  were  sent  to  New  York 
in  U.  S.  frigate  Snhina,  and  4  men  were  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  U.  S.  S. 
Fhode  Island  on  the  sick  list. 

1  am  sorry  that  the  want  of  supplies  obliged  me  to  leave  my  station 
unprotected. 
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Enclosed  please  find  tlie  report  of  vessels  boarded;  also  a  copy  of 
the  sur4!,e()n's  report  of  the  sick. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servanli^ 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Acting  Volunteer  JAevtenant,  Commanding. 

FlagOfficer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer  J  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Livingston,  U.  S. 
Nary,  Commanding  U.  S.  ship  Cumberland,  to  report  for  duty  at  Port 
Boyal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Depaetment,  January  IS,  1862. 
Siii:  Oil  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  slooi)  of  war  Savannah  at  Hami)ton 
Koiids  you  will  proceed  with  the  sloop  of  war    Cumberland  to  Port 
Koyal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flajj-OfBcer  Samuel  V.  Du  Pont  for  duty  as 
a  part  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  Jno.  W.  Livingston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Cumberland,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Na<vy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  ship  timber  in  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  coasts. 

Navy  Department,  January  13,  1862. 
SiE :  As  soon  as  you  can  spare  the  U.  S.  sloop  Savannah  you  will 
send  her  to  Hampton  Eoads,  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  for 
duty  on  his  squadron,  and  on  her  arrival  there  the  Cumberland  will  be 
sent  to  you  in  place  of  her. 

It  has  been  represented  to  the  Department  that  there  are  large 
quantities  of  ship  timber  prepared  for  inarket,  some  afloat  and  some 
ashore,  iu  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
coasts,  and  it  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  an  examination  should  be 
made  as  soon  as  convenient  to  ascertain  the  fact. 
J  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  for irarding  information  regarding  the  blockade  runner  Fmily 
St.  Pierre. 

Navy  Department,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  received  by  a  firm  in  Boston 
from  one  of  their  shipmasters  in  Calcutta  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Department: 

November  11,  1861. 
The  ship  Kmily  St.  Pierre,  a   Charleston,  S.  C,  shi]),  but  now  iiuiler  the  Knglish 
rtag  and  hailinjj;  from  Liverpool,  is  loading  here  with  gunnies  lor  St.  John,  New 
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Brunswick.     Her  captain  is  a  Scotchman  and   says  lie  may  make  the  laiiil  farther 
south  and  Avest. 

I  iiin,  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^t, 

GiDKON  Wklles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  ISouth  Atlantic  Blockading  S<iiiadron,  Port  Jioyal,  »S'.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer   iHi  Pont,    U.   S.   Navy,   to  Commander   Rodgers, 
('.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of  variovs  United  States  vessel fi. 

Flagship  Wauash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag  under  your  coinmaud 
aiul  relieve  the  Bienville,  Conimaiider  Steedmau,  directing  her  to  return 
to  Port  lloyal.    You  will  find  her  cruising  between  St.  Andrew's  and 
St.  John's,  and  covering  Fernandiua. 

The  Ottaira,  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Stevens,  will  go  down  with  you, 
and  you  will  dispose  of  her  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  condition  of  the  Flag  is  so  doubtful  that  you  can  return  nt  your 
discretion,  leaving  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Stevens  in  charge. 

On  your  way  down  please  tell  Captain  Larduer  1  will  send  the  Poca- 
hontas to  relievo  him. 

Pespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  l)u  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  John  Eodgbrs, 

U.  S.  8.  Flag,  Wassaw  Inlet. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to  certain  United  States  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  13, 1862. 

Sir:  I  send  Pembina  back  with  E.  B.  Hale.  I  must  withdraw  for  a 
season  the  Flag,  as  I  am  pressed  to  get  the  blockading  force  relieved 
tbat  it  may  recoal. 

I  had  intended  sending  the  Seminole  to  relieve  the  Mohican,  for  all 
the  vessels  of  the  squadron  should  take  their  turn  at  blockading  in  the 
winter  season,  slow  or  fast.  The  Department,  instead  of  increasing 
my  force,  has  withdrawn  the  Forbes,  etc. 

1  am  under  the  impression  that  engineers  do  not  like  to  work  much 
at  their  engines  except  in  a  Northern  port  and  alongside  of  a  yard,  and 
witli  convenient  access  to  foundries.  During  the  war  this  can  not  be, 
and  j"our  engineer  must  keep  his  engine  in  order  by  daily  tinkering,  if 
necessary. 

Have  you  no  calkers  on  board?  A  few  men,  with  hours  for  labor 
systematically  arranged,  can  accomplish  a  great  deal.  1  will  send 
home  for  some. 

I  intend  sending  no  vessels  home  that  we  can  possibly  repair  out 
here  unless  entirely  broken  down,  and  so  pronounced  by  survey ;  and 
if  this  is  understood  by  the  engineers  and  others  1  think  it  will  prove 
advantageous. 
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I  requested  Lieuteiiuiit  Commanding  Bankhead  to  see  to  your  letters 
and  packages,  if  there  wei  e  any,  or  to  any  stores.  ^ 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  !S.  >S.  Senmiole,  Oomdg.  Blockading  Forces  in  Wassaiv  Sound. 


Letfer  from  Lieutenant- Colonel  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Du  -Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  suggesting  the  detail  of  a  gunboat  for  the  secur- 
ing of  cotton. 

Headquaetees  U.  S.  Eesidbnt  Agent, 

Fort  Welles,  Fort  Royal,  IS.  C,  January  IS,  1862. 
SiE :  1  am  iuformed  of  large  quantities  of  cotton  which  can  be  secured 
if  the  i)roi)er  means  of  transportation  can  be  obtained.  If  not  incom- 
patible with  the  duties  of  the  service,  1  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  gunboat  Ellen,  or  some  other  boat  of  her  draft,  be  detailed  for 
that  puri)ose  for  a  few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Reynolds, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Regiment  R.  I.  Artillery, 

U.  S.  Resident  Agent. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Leti''r  from  the  United  States  minister  to  Belgium  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  foricurding  information  of  the  clearing  from  Antwerp  of  the 
Spanish  brig  Simonita. 

No.  15.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  January  14,  1862. 
SlE:  Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  drawing  and 
and  description  of  a  Spanish  brig,  the  Simonita,  which  cleared  from  the 
port  of  Antwerp  yesteiday  for  Havana,  but  which  I  have  good  reason 
to  believe  intends  to  run  oui'  blockade.  She  is  loaded  with  arms,  salt- 
peter, an<l  cloth,  and  has  a  double  crew. 

Two  other  sharp,  fast  sailing  vessels,  also  under  Spanish  flags,  with 
double  crews,  are  now  loading  with  munitions  of  war  at  the  same  port, 
ostensibly  for  Havana.     1  will  send  you  their  descriptions  later. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H,  S.  Sanfoed. 
Hon.  William  H  Skwaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  etc. 


Letter  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  JJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  movements  of  the  steamer  Nuestra 
Seuora  de  Regla. 

Poet  Royal,  S.  C,  January  15, 1862. 
Commodore  :  The  Spanish  steamboat  Nuestra  Senora  de  Regla  left 

here  on  Saturday  last  with  Mr.  Lane,  cotton  agent,  and  a  guard  of  a 
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corporal  aud  six  privates.  No  one  kuows  positively  where  Mr.  Lane 
took  her,  but  it  is  generally  admitted  that  he  went  to  Sprinff  Island  to 
gather  his  cotton.  I  am  rather  apprehensive  that  if  he  went  up  the 
(JoUeton  Kiver  the  boat  has  been  seized  by  the  rebels. 

I  therefore  write  to  ask  if  you  will  send  a  gunboat  into  that  river  to 
ascertain  if  she  is  there,  aud  to  obtain  any  news  of  hei'. 

1  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  this  matter,  but  my  anxiety  for  her, 
and  having  no  suitable  vessel  myself  for  such  a  purpose,  compels  nie  to 
write. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Briqadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag  OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Vommandiny  Bloclcading  ISquadrun,  Wabash. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  /S.  Keyatone  State,  to  proceed  to  duty  off 
Fernandina,  Fla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  January  16,  18H2. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Keystone  State  under  your 
command   and   relieve  the  steamer   Bienville,  off  Fernandina,  in   the 
blockade  of  that  port  and  adjacent  waters,  receiving  from  Commander 
Steedmau  such  information  as  his  recent  experience  will  suggest. 

You  will  receive  herewith  certain  blockading  instructions  and  direc- 
tions in  reference  to  ]>rizes. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  William  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  prisoners 
captured  in  neutral  vessels. 

CrENERAL  Orders,  ;  U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 

No.  0.  )        Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  16,  1863. 

The  attention  of  commanders  of  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  is  called 
to  the  following  general  order: 

A  British  schooner  was  recently  captured  by  one  of  our  steamers  for 
a  breach  of  the  blockade,  and  three  of  the  crew,  who  claimed  to  be 
British  subjects,  released  after  entering  into  an  engagement  not  to  be 
again  employed  in  a  similar  proceeding. 

The  requirement  in  question  is  not  warranted  by  i^ublic  law,  and  no 
such  condition  should  be  exacted  by  commanders  of  vessels  in  future. 

It  maybe  lawful  to  detain  as  witnesses  such  i)ersons  as  may  be  found 
on  board  of  vessels  charged  with  a  breach  of  the  blockade  when  their 
testimony  may  be  indispensable  to  the  administration  of  justice,  but 
when  captured  in  ii  neutral  vessel  they  can  not  be  considered,  and  ought 
not  to  be  treati  d,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Eespectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
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Order  of  Commander  Marcliand,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acfinf/  Volunteer  TAeu- 
tenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  asuume  temporary  charf/e  of  the  hloclcade 
of  Georgetown,  8.  G.  •» 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adgbr, 
Off  Oeorgetoipn,  S.  C,  January  ](!,  1862. 
Sir:  Onr  coal  is  nearly  consumed,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  this 
steamer  to  return  soon  to  Port  Koyal  for  fuel. 
1  regret  having  to  leave  witliout  a  relief  steamer  being  here. 
Some  days  a;;o  I  informed  Flag-Offlcer  J)n  Pout  that  we  had  but  one 
week's  fuel  remaining,  and  expected  a  relief  by  this;  but-  as  none  has 
come,  I  will  be  compelled  to  leave  to-morrow  evening  or  the  day  after 
for  J'ort  Royal. 

You  will  be  x)leased  to  take  charge  of  the  blockade  of  this  place  on 
the  departure  of  this  steamer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P>.  Marc  [I  AND, 

(Jommamder. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding  U.  IS.  Bark  Gem  of  the  iSea,  off  Georgetown,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Dii  Pont,  TJ.  jS'.  Navy,  requesting  information  regarding  proposed  com- 
bined operations. 

Port  Royal,  January  10,  1862. 
Commodore:  What  have  you  decided  on?     Hoping  to  hear  from  you 
to-daj',  I  have  not  pushed  our  affairs  so  much  as  1  otherwise  would.     I 
am  anxious  to  know  what  I  can  do.     Please  inform  me  tonight. 
I  remain,  yours,  truly  and  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  V.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Ihi  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  joi?U  operations  in  the  Savan- 
nah Rircr. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Bort  Royal,  8.  C,  January  16, 1862. 
Commodore:  From  information  which  I  believe  reliable,  and  which 
more  than  confirms  what  1  have  before  learned,  the  only  land  battery 
that  can  now  be  served  against  an  assailing  party  in  tlie  Savannah 
liiver  above  Pulaski  is  Fort  Jackson.  A  battery  has  been  constructed 
on  the  very  lower  end  of  Hutchinson's  Island,  near  Fig  Island,  and  the 
guns  are  there,  but  on  Saturday  last  had  not  been  mounted.  A  large 
buttery  has  been  uuder  construction  on  the  island  immediately  oppo 
site  Fort  Jackson  daring  the  past  ten  or  fourteen  days,  but  no  guns  had 
been  sent  there  on  last  Saturday. 

It  appears  to  me  that  if  the  Savannah  River  is  to  be  entered-,  now  is 
the  time,  before  these  batteries  can  be  comi)leted. 

Will  it  not  be  possible  to  go  in  there  now  with  a  sufficient  foice  to 
make  it  a  profitable  job  ?    Excuse  me  for  intruding  these  lines  ujiou  you. 
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I  will  do  everything  in  my  power  to  prevent  this  opportunity  being 
lost,  but  I  kuow  the  case  demands  much  consideration,  and  therefore 
write  at  once  before  your  stone  fleet  goes  out; 
Very  respectfully  and  trulv,  yours, 

T.  W.  SnEKMAN, 

Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 
Flag-OfiQcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron,  Frigate   Waha.th. 

[Endorsement.] 

Wabash,  January  Hi. 
Answered  that  T  would  be  ready  to  furnish   the  naval  force  asked? 
and  stone  operation  deferred  if  necessary. 

S.  F.  Du  roNT. 


Letter  from  Brigadier -General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  urging  the  immediate  prosecution  of  joint  opera- 
tions in  the  Savannah  River. 

Port  Koyal,  January  16,  lfi62. 
Commodore:  Yours  of  today  is  received.  As  our  job  may  be  a 
pretty  large  one,  it  may  turn  out  that  we  shall  be  deficient  in  light- 
draft  transportation,  and  1  have  therefore  retained  here  all  our  vessels 
of  the  kind,  which,  indeed,  excluding  the  Atlantic  and  Baltic,  is  all  the 
kind  we  now  have.  The  A  tlantic  will  be  ready  to  sail  on  Sunday,  and 
I  can  probably  spare  one  of  the  others,  probably  the  Star  of  the  South, 
though.I  intended  to  retain  her  for  our  operation. 

Savannah,  commodore,  is  a  great  point  for  us  and  the  cause,  and  I 
know  you  will  not  let  any  secondary  matter  interfere  with  it.  If  we 
could  get  in  there  at  once  it  would  be  an  immeuse  point  gained,  but  1 
fear  we  shall  be  found  out,  for  two  citizens  were  taken  prisoners  at  the 
cut  [Wall's]  yesterday,  and  they  will  certainly  be  missed  and  sought 
for.  If  they  find  out  what  we  have  done,  it  will  not  only  make  prema- 
ture a  movement  on  our  part  to  protect  the  cut,  but  will  cause  the 
Georgians  to  go  to  work  and  hurriedly  finish  their  defenses. 

Since   writing  the  above  the  citizen  prisoners  have   arrived    here. 
They  have  large  families  and   seem  much  afflicted.    They  will  unques- 
tionably be  missed  and  the  removal  of  hulk  found  out. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Flag-Offlcer  Du  Pont. 

Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Oficer 
l)n  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  published  announcement  of  the  opening 
of  WalVs  Cut,  Savannah  River. 

Port  Royal,  January  17,  1863. 
Dear  Commodore:  Since  writing  my  note  I  have  ascertained  tiiat 
the  opening  of  Wall's  Cut  is  published  in  tlie  New  York  Times  and 
P.altimore  American.     I  have  tlie  ofHcer  in  arrest  who  published  it. 
They,  of  course,  know  it  in  Savannah  ere  this. 

The  moment  I  can  get  some  siege  guns  on  the  flats  I  shall  proceed  to 
the  Savannah  Kiver  and  do  what  I  can  toward  cutting  oif  Pulaski,  and 
probably  lay  a  base  for  land  operations.     I  will  do  this,  not  knowing 
how  far  you  are  now  ready. 
Yours,  truly,  in  haste, 

T.  W.  Sheuman, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  McGati- 
ley,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandino  U.  8.  8.  Flag,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
in  St.  8imon's  Sound,  Georgia.  s 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  17,  1862. 
Sir:  Commauder  J.  Rodgers  having  been  ordered   on  temporary 
official  duty,  you  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Flag  to  the  blockade  of 
St.  Simon's. 
The  Keystone  State  has  just  been  dispatched  to  cover  Fernandinii. 
You  will  use  vigilance  in  this  duty,  as  I  have  information  of  vessels 
fitting  out  ill  England  to  run  the  blockade  with  arms  on  board  for  the 
rebel  States. 

You  will   probably  meet   Commander   Steedman    in   the   Bienville. 
Please  say  to  him  I  have  ordered  the  Flag  in  lieu  of  the  Norwich. 

I  send  herewith  an  additional  list  of  suspected  vessels,  printed  direc- 
tions to  prize  masters,  and  General  Orders,  No.  (i. 
liespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Acting  Lieutenant  Edward  Y.  McGauley, 

U.  8.  8.  Flag. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  send  to  Port  Royal,  8.  G.,  the  If.  8.  8.  Pembina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  17,  18(>2. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  communication  you  will  send  to  Port 
Royal  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Pembina  and  in  her  tlie  contraband  pilot  Isaac 
Tattnall.    The  Nortcich  will  take  her  place. 
Respectfully,  etc.. 


Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  8.  8.  Seminole,  Wassaw  Sound. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 


[Enclosure] 
Statement  of  Isaac  Tattnall  December  6,  ISGl. 

Isaac  Tattnall,  a  contraband,  was  last  from  Brunswick,  Ga. ;  soys 
they  have  five  batteries  on  St.  Simon's,  besides  which  they  have  two 
batteries  on  the  inner  point  of  Jekyl  Island;  about  three  guns  in  each 
battery;  some  are  coluinbiads,  and  they  have  one  rifle  cannon,  case- 
mates of  palmetto,  covered  with  railroad  iron  and  iron  shutters. 

About  1,500  men  on  St.  Simon's  Island  and  500  on  Jekyl  Island. 

Been  getting  guns  from  Virginia  all  summer. 

Isaac  is  a  pilot  along  the  Georgia  coast  from  Wassaw  to  St.  Mary's; 
was  in  a  packet  {St.  Mary\s)  and  saw  the  fight  at  Hilton  Head.  Says 
a  heavy  shell  struck  his  (Tattnall's)  vessel,  and  went  through  galley 
on  the  day  of  the  fight.  Day  before  a  heavy  shot  struck  0  inches  above 
water  line,  which  forced  the  vessel  to  be  run  ashore  (Maflitt  then  in 
charge),  as  the  orders  of  Tattnall  were  disobeyed.  Maflitt  was  tried 
by  court-martial  and  turned  out  of  the  flagship. 
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Tattnall  was  nt  the  fort  at  Bay  Point  day  before  the  iight,  when  the 
injury  occurred  to  his  steamer. 

All  families  have  left  Fernandina  and  Bruftswick;  no  work,  and  food 
scarce,  tlie  poorer  people  grumbling  at  the  war  and  its  effects;  he  thinks 
they  can't  hold  out  six  months  longer.  Some  are  drafted  against  their 
will. 

Have  heard  gentlemen  say  they  were  sorry  they  had  left  the  Union. 

Ijeft  Savannah  twelve  days  ago;  they  were  talking  of  throwing  up 
earthworks  around  the  city,  but  had  not  commenced.  Most  of  the 
families  had  left.    Three  thousand  soldiers  about  Savannah. 

The  backwoodsmen  won't  light  shipping.  Had  asked  for  (100  men  to 
volunteer  to  drive  us  from  Tybee  when  first  taken,  but  only  200  offered, 
when  they  gave  it  up. 

Pulaski  expected  an  attack  the  last  spring  tide,  but  are  now  at  a  loss 
about  our  intentions. 

No  Oharleston  troops  have  come  to  Savannah  (as  announced  in  a 
Charleston  paper).  Troops  are  not  paid,  their  families  suffering,  nnd 
they  are  dejected;  they  are  chiefly  Germans  and  Irisli. 

Tattnall  came  down  on  the  26th  ultimo  to  ascertain  our  ranges;  said 
the  Savannah  and  other  vessels  were  only  holding  their  fire  to  coax 
him  nearer;  when  the  shot  reached  him,  he  ordered  the  steamer  out  of 
range. 

The  people  say  that  General  Drayton  did  not  fight  hard,  because  he 
had  a  brother  in  command  of  one  of  the  vessels. 

The  Fingal  (propeller)  was  two-thirds  loaded  with  cotton  twelve  days 
ago,  and  expected  to  get  out  by  Wassaw. 

It  is  rumored  at  Brunswick  that  Governor  Brown  had  said  tliat  if 
the  batteries  could  not  withstand  the  fire  of  the  shipping  to  retire  and 
destroy  their  houses  and  property,  and  that  the  State  would  sustain 
the  loss. 

They  have  driven  piles  in  the  Little  Muddy  [Alud]  and  St.  Simon's 
River  and  were  driving  them  when  he  left. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Duncan,  U.  S. 
Navy,  eommanditig  U.  S.  S.  Norioich,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  at 
Wassaw  Inlet,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  ^oyal  Harbor,  January  17,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  CJ.  S.  S.  A'oncic/t  under  your 
command  to  Wassaw  Inlet  and  report  to  Commander  Gillis,  of  tlie 
Seminole,  for  blockading  duty  in  that  Iiarbor.  You  had  better  leave  by 
8  in  the  morning,  which  gives  you  full  time  to  cross  the  Wassaw  Bar 
before  sunset. 

Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  ,1.  M.  DuNCAN, 

U.  8.  8.  Noricicit,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 
Potomska,  regarding  the  striking  of  that  vessel  on  a  shoal. 

U.  S.  S.  Potomska, 
T'ort  h'oyal,  January  17, 11-162. 
Sir  :  I  regret  to  have  to  re|)ort  that  on  my  ])assage  down  to  this  port 
on  Monday  eve,  the  13th  instant,  at   I0:.;(»  p.  m.^the  weather  being 
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tbick  and  foggy,  this  vessel  struck  amidst  the  breakers  on  the  extreme 
point  of  C!ai)e  Lookout  Shoal,  where  we  remained  twenty  minutes.  I 
took  measures  inmiediately  to  relieve  her  of  the  battery,  but  an  open 
sea  presenting  itself,  the  order  was  countermanded,  and  we  steamed  ofl' 
without  damage  to  hull  or  machinery,  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain. 

The  great  deviation  of  our  compasses  caused  this  mishap.  I  left  New 
York  trusting  to  the  channel  bearings  to  discover  any  deviation,  and 
was  assured  by  the  pilot  that  our  port  compass  was  as  near  true  as 
l)ossible.  Our  binnacles  are  placed  immediately  on  top  oC  the  boiler, 
besides  being  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  engine  room  directly  in 
rear,  the  battery  ii>  front,  and  heavy  iron  davits  at  the  sides,  all  of 
which  rendered  my  precautions  of  a  point  and  a  half  to  the  eastward 
of  little  avail. 

I  resi)ectfully  request  tliat,  if  compatible  with  the  public  service,  I 
maybe  allowed  time  to  correct,  as  far  as  possible,  the  deviations  before 
going  seaward  again. 
1  am,  sir,  etc., 

[P.  G.  Watmough, 
Aetinf)  JAeutenani,  Commanding.] 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Com,manding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Pattison,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Sumpter, 
regarding  injury  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Stimpter, 
Fortress  Monroe,  January  17,  J 862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  consequence  of  damage  to 
my  macliinery  I  was  obliged  to  enter  this  harbor. 

The  chief  engineer  informs  me  that  he  will  require  four  or  five  days 
to  make  the  necessary  repairs.  When  completed,  I  will  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  Port  Itoyal. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Th(js.  Pattison, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  T>.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U,  S. 
Nary,  regarding  the  transmission  by  vessels  of  tear  of  official  corre- 
spondence between  foreign  powers  and  their  consular  agents  in  blockaded 
ports. 

Navy  Department,  January  17,  1803. 
Sir:  Referring  to  the  letters  addressed  to  you  on  the  7th  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  proposed  visit  of  the  French  war  steamer  Bellone  to 
Port  Koyal,  1  now  enclose  for  your  information  extracts  from  a  circu 
lar*  addressed  to  the  representatives  of  foreign  powers  in  Washington 
by  the  Department  of  State,  and  extracts  from  a  correspondence*  that 


*See  Series  I,  volume  6,  pp.  505-507. 
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passed  between  that  Department  and  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Lyons, 
in  October  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  transmission  of  official  coiniiiuui- 
cations  from  foreign  ])owers  by  vessels  of  w»r  to  their  consular  agents 
in  the  blockaded  ports. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Plag-Officer  S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
requesting  the  licemtiny  of  vexseln  to  furnish  frexh  provisions  to  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  17,  1S62. 
SiK:  The  crews  of  some  of  our  vessels  at  Port  Koyal  and  in  that 
vicinity  are  suffering  from  scurvy,  and  I  therefore  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  license  may  be  granted  to  responsible  parties  who  desire 
it,  and  who  you  are  satisfied  will  not  abuse  it,  to  trade  with  those  ves- 
sels, under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  July  13,  18()1,  taking  them  fresh 
supplies  and  such  other  articles  as  you  may  think  advisable. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Nary,  regarding  orders  for  the 
U.  S,  ship  St.  Lawrence. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  25,  lSf>2. 

SiK:  Since  ordering  the  Savannah,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  my  com- 
munication of  yesterday,  to  New  York  1  have  received  the  l)e])art- 
ment's  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant  directing  me  to  send  her  to  Hampton 
roads. 

The  Department  will  perceive  that  she  is  not  fit  for  service  anywhere, 
but  the  St.  fMwrence  is  now  coming  in  from  blockading  duty  and  I 
will  dispatch  her  to  Hampton  Koads  in  lieu,  she  being  almost  out  of 
water,  provisions,  aiKl  supplies,  of  which  I  have  none  to  spare  in  this 
squadron. 

1  set  a  proper  value  on  the  fine  body  of  officers  and  men  on  board 
the.se  frigates,  but  besides  being  sailing  ships  theii'  draft  of  water  is  so 
deep  and  their  absorption  of  supplies  so  great  that  1  do  not  find  them 
as  available  as  I  hoped  for  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  they  may  be  very 
desirable  elsewhere. 

1  thank  the  Department  for  the  steamers  it  has  sent  out.     1  am  liud- 
ing  service  for  all  of  them. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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RcconnoiHfiance*  under  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  8.  Navy,  in  Wriglif.s  and 
Mud  rivers,  South  (Jarolina^  January  17-February  IS,  and  naval  engage- 
ment January  28,  1862.  > 

Bepoit  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  18,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  an  interesting 
report  of  (Jommander  John  Rodgers,  giving  an  account  of  his  surveys 
and  examinations  in  Wright's  and  Mud  rivers,  made  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  practicable  channel  in  one  of  these  directions  into  Savan- 
nah Kiver. 

At  this  same  time  Commander  Eodgers,  having  latterly  nnder  his 
command  a  large  force,  consisting  of  the  four  regular  gunboats  and  two 
of  the  small-armed  purchased  steamers,  has  rendered  the  most  efficient 
sui)port  and  protection  to  the  military  i)arties  engaged  in  erecting  a 
battery  on  Yenns  Point,  Jones  Island,  to  obstruct  the  supplies  from 
SavaTinah  to  Fort  Pulaski. 
Enclosed  is  also  a  copy  of  my  last  iTistructions  to  Captain  Eodgers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dtj  Pont, 
Flag -Officer,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-OfBcer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Eodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  the 

direction  of  the  expedition. 

Flagshii'  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  17,  1862. 

Sir:  The  joint  report  of  yourself  and  Captain  Crillmore,  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  expeditionary  corps  of  the  night  examination  of  Free- 
born's Cut  and  the  approach  to  Wilmington  Narrows,  was  received  by 
me  some  days  ago.  I  have  also  read  with  care  your  several  letters 
to  the  fleet  captain  on  the  same  subject. 

I  have  purposely  delayed  answering  your  report  and  letters,  because 
the  army  has  been  for  some  time  employed  in  an  investigation  on  this 
side,  having  the  same  object,  and  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  a  final 
comparison  of  the  two  examinations  and  for  forming  definite  con- 
clusions. 

Wall's  Cut  was  closed  by  the  enemy  shortly  after  our  arrival  here  by 
driving  piles  and  sinking  a  hulk,  but  very  bold  reconnoissances,  nnder 
the  direction  of  General  Sherman,  led  to  the  removal  of  these  obstruc- 
tions in  a  remarkably  skillful  manner  by  Major  Beard,  of  the  Army; 
the  work  of  clearing  it,  which  could  only  be  carried  on  at  night,  has 
necessarily  been  very  tedious. 

This  officer  was  cliarged  also  with  the  duty  of  making  soundings 
around  the  southeast  extremity  of  Jones  Island  into  the  channel  of 
Savannah  River.  The  progress  of  the  work  and  the  information  col- 
lected were  such  as  to  lead  to  a  formal  conference  between  General 
Sherman  and  myself  on  Tuesday,  tlie  I4th  instant,  at  which  were 
present  General  Wright,  Captain  Gillmore,  Captain  Dav's,  and  Com- 
mander C.  R.  P-  Rodgers.     I  dispatched  the  K.  B.  Hale  to  Wassaw  to 

*  See  also  report  of  recoiinoiasance  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  piJ.  522-528. 
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bring   you    up    to  attend    the   confereuce,   and   regret  that   the   bad 
weather  prevented  your  arriving  in  time. 

It  was  agreed  that  another  examination  bJ^professi()Dal  seamen  must 
precede  any  attempt  to  carry  the  gunboats  and  vessels  of  light  draft 
through  these  winding  and  intricate  passages. 

You  are  selected  to  make  this  examination  on  account  X)f  your  skill 
and  judgment,  and  you  will  be  accompanied  by  Captain  Wilson,  of  tlic 
Topographical  Engineers.  You  will  please  take  with  you  Lieutenant 
Barnes,  of  this  ship,  the  two  pilots,  Acting  Masters  Godfrey  and  Haf- 
fards,  and  the  contraband  pilot,  William. 

Depths  are  not  tlie  only  determinations  you  will  have  in  view,  but 
the  turns  of  these  inland  passages  and  ilieir  greater  or  less  sharpness, 
the  correct  length  of  the  shortest  readies,  the  breadth  in  any  place 
where  the  passage  is  sufficiently  narrow  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  its  being 
])assable  are  some  of  the  most  prominent  features  that  will  require 
attention,  and  to  these  will  be  added  such  observations  on  the  channels 
and  fiats  as  will  be  useful. 

Wishing  you  the  best  success,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer,  etc. 

Commander  John  Rodgbrs,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandiny  JJ.  iS.  8.  Flag,  Port  Royal  Harhor. 


First  report  of  Commander  EodgerE,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harhor,  IS.  (J.,  January  18, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  17th,  I  last  night  made  the 
recounoissance  therein  directed,  having  the  valuable  assistance  of 
Captain  Wilson,  U.  S.  topograpical  engineer,  and  Lieutenant  Barnes, 
of  this  vessel.  The  services  of  Mr.  Godfrey  as  pilot  were  a  most  useful 
hel|). 

Tlie  obstructions  in  Wall's  Cut  had  been  very  skillfully  removed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Army.  The  large  piles  liad  been  sawed  off 
near  the  bottoms,  and  the  wreck  had  been  placed  along  the  southern 
bank  and  fastened  parallel  to  it,  leaving  a  passage  about  60  feet  wide, 
and  containing  some  1.'}  or  14  feet  water  at  liigli  tide. 

It  is,  I  believe,  ])racticable  for  gunboats. 

At  the  mouth  of  W^right's  liiver  we  found  a  bank  dry  at  low  water, 
which  is  not  laid  down  upon  the  chart.  1  believe  that  a  channel  may 
be  carried  around  it  practicable  for  the  gunboats  at  high  water.  A  very 
dense  fog  prevailed  during  our  examination. 

From  the  impossibility  of  getting  a  glimpse  of  the  land  daring  part 
of  the  time,  while  we  were  involved  in  a  seeming  labyrinth  of  mud 
banks,  it  was  impossible  to  form  a  correct  .judgment  of  the  i)assage. 

We  found  great  difficulty  at  nearly  low  water  in  getting  a  rowboat 
back  from  the  Savannah  River  through  the  channel. 

The  part  of  the  passage  which  joins  Wright's  River  to  the  Savannah 
must  be  examined  under  different  circumstances,  with  less  distance  to 
row,  and  with  support  less  removed,  with  more  time,  in  order  to  test 
its  practicability. 

For  a  vessel  to  get  ashore  at  high  water,  for  her  to  be  left  twelve 
hours  aground  and  part  of  the  time  nearly  dry,  under  the  lire  of  the 
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Titled  givts  of  Fort  Pulaski,  would  entiiil  lier  destruction.  The  attempt, 
then,  is  not  advisable  until  after  the  chanuel  shall  be  staked  or  buoyed. 

In  the  meantime  the  free  navigation  between  Savannah  and  Fort 
I'ulaski  will  be  impeded  by  the  cannon  of  gunboats  lying  in  the  mouth 
of  Wright's  River. 

The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Wright's  River  to  the  best  water  in 
the  Savannah  is  about  1^  miles  and  2  miles  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
t'rtvaunah. 

This  will  invest  the  communication  with  a  certain  amount  of  danger. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.lOHN    RODGEKS, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Flag  Ofticer  S.  F.  Dtt  Pont, 

Commanding  Huuth  Atlantiv  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  First  Lieutenant  WUson,  TopograpMcal  Engineers,  IT.  S.  Army. 

Office  Chief  Topographical  Engineer,  E.  C, 

Hilton  Head,  *S'.  C,  January  18,  1862. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  verbal  instructions  of  the  general  com- 
manding, I  accompanied  Captain  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  a  boat 
reconnoissance  of  the  channel  from  Tybee  Roads,  by  Bloody  Point, 
through  Bull  River,  Wall's  Cut,  and  Wright's  River,  to  the  Savannah, 
and  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  opinions  expressed  in  my  report  of 
the  2d  instant  are  confirmed  in  all  essential  particulars,  that  there  is 
no  longer  any  doubt  in  my  mind  concerning  the  practicability  of  pass- 
ing our  gunboats  and  lighter  transports  at  high  tide  into  the  Savannah, 
2  miles  above  Fort  Pulaski,  and  entirely  beyond  the  eftective  tire  of 
that  woik. 

The  channel  leading  from  Wright's  River  into  the  Savannah  gives, 
according  to  the  soundings  made  during  the  reconnoissance  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Barnes,  of  the  Navy,  at  least  .'i  feet  of  water  at 
mean  low  tide,  which  added  to  the  mean  rise  of  the  tides  would  give  a 
draft  of  12  feet  for  navigation  under  the  most  unfavorable  circum- 
stances. The  oidy  point  ujwn  which  there  can  be  any  doubt  is  the 
width  of  the  channel.  My  own  mind  is  satisfied,  and  the  pilot  unhesi- 
tatingly expresses  his  opinion  as  to  its  capacity  for  any  of  the  gunl)oats. 
Herewith  1  enclose  a  sketch,*  taken  from  the  Coast-Survey  charts, 
showing  the  additional  soundings  made  by  Lieutenant  Barnes. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  H.  Wilson, 
First  Lieutenant,  Topographical  Engineem, 

and  Chief  Topographical  Engineer,  E.  C. 
Cai)tain  Loxtls  H.  Pklouzio,  A.  A.  A.  G., 

Fifteenth  U.  iS'.  Infantry,  Headquarters  Engineer  Corps, 

Hilton  Head,  *S'.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Wall's  Cut. 

January  2G,  18G2. 
Commodore:   By  the  enclosed  you  will  perceive  that  the  enemy's 
gunboats  are  at  the  cut.     This  was  at  4  j).  m.     The  corporal  wiio 


'  Not  found. 
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brongbt  the  message  says  that  Captain  llodgers'  gunboats  were  at 
Hoag's  I  Hague]  Poiut,  on  this  end  of  Daufuskie  Island,  when  be  passed 
there.     This  was  about  5  p.  in. 

Yours,  respectfully,  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Brigadier- General,  etc. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Battalion  7th  Connecticut  Volunteehs, 

Daufuskie  Island,  January  ^(1,  1862. 
Sir:  The  enemy  are  approaching  this  place  in  two  ships  or  gunboats. 
One  is  already  in  Wall's  Cut. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  F.  Gardiner, 
Major,  Seventh  Connecticut  Regiment,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head  Island,  IS.  C. 


Second  report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  XT.  S.  ITavy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrighfs  River,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Unadilla  a,\\6.  Henry  Andrew  vfenl  through  Wall's  Cut  at 
high  tide  this  uioriiiug,  and  the  Pembina  grounded  in  soft  bottom  near 
the  entlance,  in  a  good  position  for  using  her  battery;  however,  she  will 
float  at  high  water. 

Five  steamers  this  morning  attempted  to  reach  I'ulaski.  One,  bear- 
ing a  broad  pennant,  and  another  were  stopped  by  our  lire  and  that 
from  Davis's  division;  the  other  three  were  not  molested  in  passing- 
down.  This  afternoon,  when  tlie  tide  had  commenced  running  up 
strong,  they  returned;  those  at  Pulaski  under  a  heavy  tire  from  both 
sides.  The  shot  struck  all  around  them;  whether  tiiey  were  hit  we 
have  no  means  of  knowing;  one  of  tliem,  when  in  the  middle  of  her 
course,  commenced  blowing  ofi'  steam  in  great  quautities  and  her  speed 
very  much  diminished. 

I  think  that  gunboats  can  be  carried  into  Savannah  lliver  at  high 
tide.  I  am  not  yet,  however,  prepared  to  report  the  fact  as  certain. 
When  in,  the  force  will,  at  most  times  of  tide,  be  cut  off  from  retreat  or 
help,  and  must  stand  all  tl^,at  the  South  can  bring  against  them. 

The  army  signal  officer  on  board  the  Unadilla  had  some  communica 
tioii  by  flag  witli  General  Wright.  Nothing  of  importance,  however, 
has  been  learned. 

The    Unadilla  and  Pembina  were  both  aground  during  the  tiriug. 
Wright's  Kiver  is  too  narrow  at  low  tide  to  get  out  springs  with  any 
success.    The  tide  then  cuts  them  into  one  bank  or  the  other. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers. 
Flag-Oflicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Third  report  of  Commander  Rodgere,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Wrighfs  River,  January  29,  1862. 
Sir:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baukhead  made  an  examination  last 
night  at  low  tide  of  the  passage  iuto  Savauah  Itiver.     He  found  2  feet 
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water,  which,  with  7i  feet  rise,  will  make  !)J  feet  at  high  tide.    TLi.s,  I 
tliiuk,  establishes  a  practicable  chauiiel  for  most  of  the  gunboats. 

Only  5  feet  water  was  found  at  high  tide  iu  MuJ^Kiver.     It  is,  there- 
fore, impracticable  for  gunboats. 

Captain  Davis  seut  me  a  communication  last  evening,  by  means  of 
army  signals,  to  the  effect  that  the  St.  Augustine  Creek  was  stockaded 
and  he  sliould  fall  back.  The  gunboats  and  transports  have  moved 
back  and  are  now  in  sight,  I  think  near  the  entrance  into  Freeborn's 
Cut,  under  Little  Tybee.  Commander  Steednian  will  report  ])articulars. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgeks. 

Mag-Otiicer  S.  P.  Du  Pont. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Sodgers,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  dis- 
position of  his  force  against  surprise. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  Jaguary  30,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  dispose  of  the  force  under  your  command  in  the  best 
manner  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any  surprise,  and  you  had  better 
face  back  to  the  cut,  it  strikes  me. 

When  the  army  are  ready  to  put  up  their  battery  on  Jones  Island, 
you  will  give  all  the  support  and  protection. 

I  have  this  moment  returned  from  Wassaw,  where  I  have  been  witli 
tlie  general. 
The  demonstration  and  recounoissance,  as  such,  were  most  successful. 
In  haste,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  J.  Rodgkrs, 

Commanding  Forces  at  WalVs  Gut. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  suggesting  a 
reconnoissance  in  New  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  February  1,  18(i2. 
Sir:  I  have  your  communications  of  28tli   and  29th  ultimo,  and 
approve  of  your  proceedings. 

1  disi)atch  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  with  Ottawa  and  Hale, 
to  be  of  any  service. 

1  think  a  reconnoissance  should  be  made  up  New  River  and  I  know 
the  general  commanding  is  e(iually  desirous  of  one.  Will  you  please 
organize  such  a  reconnoissance,  and  if  possible  conduct  it  yourself,  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  are  pushing  in  that  direction  to  threaten 
the  cut. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  John  Rodgers, 

On  Unadilla,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  at  WalVs  Cut. 
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Order  of  Flag-Oflicer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  Stevens,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S,  S.  Ottawa,  to  proceed  to  Wall's  Cut. 

FLAGnip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  1,  1862. 
Please  proceed  with  Ottawa  and  E.  B.  Bale  and  report  to  Commander 
J.  Rodgers  at  Wall's  Cut  for  service  in  that  quarter, 

I  am  under  the  belief  it  is  better  to  go  around  Pine  Island  than  to 
pass  between  it  and  Daufuskie  Island. 
Please  receive  an  official  dispatch  for  Commander  Eodgers. 
KespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flug-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens, 

Gunboat  Ottaiva,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy, 
making  enquiry  regarding  affairs  at  Wall's  Cut,  Wright's  Eiver. 

Poet  Royal,  February  3,  1862. 
Commodore  :  Please  let  us  know  the  status  at  this  time.  Have  not 
heard  from  the  "cut"  [Wall's]  since  day  before  yesterday,  when  affairs 
of  army  there  were  in  statu  quo.  Cilliiiore  and  Wilson  have  gone 
down  there.  Have  not  heard  from  Wassaw  since  we  left.  Wright  left 
night  before  last. 

Yours,  truly,  etc., 

T.  W.  Sheeman, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Flag-OflQcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Fourth  report  of  Commander  Bodgers,  IT.  S.  Na^y,  referring  to  a  reconnoissance  in  New  Biver. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
WalVs  Cut,  February  4,  1862, 

SiE :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  instruc- 
tions I  have  made  a  reconnoissance  up  New  River.  I  took  the  Pembina, 
Ottawa,  Hale,  and  Henry  Andrew.  At  the  house  of  Mr.  Box,  about  4 
miles  from  Daufuskie,  the  Pembina  and  Ottawa  ran  aground.  The  resi- 
dence and  outbuildings  of  Mr.  Box  were  in  use  by  a  cavalry  picket 
guard  and  were  in  a  disagxeeable  proximity  as  a  lookout  upon  Daufus- 
kie and  the  adjacent  waters.  I  gave  Captain  Bankhead  orders  to  burn 
them;  they  were  entirely  consnined.  I  proceeded  with  the.  Hale  and 
Henry  Andrew  to  Red  Bluff,  some  4  miles  farther  up  the  river.  We  here 
saw  an  elaborate  fortification ;  upon  firing  a  shell  some  eight  or  teji  men 
precipitately  left.  These  we  afterwards  learned  from  the  negroes  were 
a  picket  guard,  part  cavalry  and  part  infantry. 

We  saw  what  seemed  [to  be|  two  large  guns  pointed  through  the 
embrasures  of  the  fort;  shot  fired  into  them  elicited  no  reply.  The 
apparent  guns  were  black  barrels;  there  were  two  works,  connected 
with  one  another  by  a  ditch  about  tt  feet  deep  and  as  many  wide, 
affording  a  secure  passage  between  them  when  under  tire. 

Tliese  fortifications  were  very  carefully  made  with  bombproofs,  trav- 
erses, and  one  of  them  with  a  wet  ditch.     The  whole  was  unfinished; 
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two  {juiis,  wliicU  I  infer  from  a  rouud  shot  found  in  the  work  were  32- 
pounders,  had  been  mounted,  but  were  witlidrawi^upon  Thursday  last 
at  the  iip))earance  of  the  Henry  Andrew  in  Jack  Crow  Itiver. 

Some  tents  found  in  a  liouse  were  brouglit  away. 

The  approach  to  tJie  fort  was  impeded  by  a  heavy  boom  secured  from 
shore  to  shore  with  a  very  large  <;haiu  cable;  this  we  cut  and  passed 
above  it. 

The  negroes  say  that  there  is  no  other  battery  nearer  than  New  liiver 
Bridge. 

At  Red  Bluff  the  river  is  too  narrow  to  admit  of  safe  turning;  in 
attempting  this  evolution  the  Henry  Andrew  damaged  her  rudder  upon 
the  bank. 

I  sent  tlie  Hale  with  the  Susquehannah  launch  to  Red  Bluff  this  morn- 
ing to  bring  away  some  rebel  public  property  which  we  had  been  unable 
for  want  of  time  to  remove. 

The  Pembina,  Ottawa,  and  Henry  Andrew  have  anchored  at  Wall's 
Cut, 

i  shall  direct  the  Henry  Andrew,  Captain  Mather,  to  return  to  Hilton 
Head  for  provisions  and  repairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rodgers, 
Commander,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Flagship  Wabash. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bu  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bodgers,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor;  February  4,  1862. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  army  have  completed  their  battery  on  Venus 
Point  and  your  services  can  be  spared,  you  will  please  return  with  all 
convenient  speed  to  this  anchorage  (with  one  vessel),  reporting  to  me 
in  person. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Commander  John  Hodgbrs, 

Gunboat  Unadilla,  Gomdg.  Naval  Force  at  Wall's  Gut. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bu  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rodgers,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to  return  to 

Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  ti,  18ti2. 
Sir:  Acting   Master  |S.  B.]  Gregory,  of  the    Western    World,   will 
deliver  this  order.* 

You  will  i)lease  return  with  him  to  this  anchorage,  if  consistent  with 
the  public  service. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

'  Flag  Officer. 
Commander  John  Rodgers, 

Gunboat  Unadilla,  Gomdg.  Naval  Force  at  WaWs  Gut. 

Seu  preceding  order. 
N   W  11 — VOL   12 32 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  tr.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  delay  in  the  movement  of  troops  on  Sanfoskie  Island. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Fort  Royal,  S.  C,  Febrnary  7,  18HJ^. 
Commodore  :  I  am  grieved  to  know  that  all  iny  forces  on  Daufuskie 
Islaud,  with  all  their  artillery,  in  boats,  are  laying  just  where  they  were 
ten  days  ago.  General  Viele  is  still  waiting,  as  he  says,  for  the  navy 
to  "receive  their  orders"  before  he  can  get  into  the  river.  I  informed 
General  Viele  three  days  ago  that  youi-  orders  had  been  seat  for  tlie 
gunboats  to  ejiter  the  river,  and  that  he  would  have  to  wait  no  longer. 
Both  he  and  General  Gilhnore  informed  me  yesterday,  however,  that 
(Japtain  Kodgers  is  still  awaiting  orders.  It  is  unnecessary,  perhaps, 
for  me  to  express  my  fears  that  we  shall  be  too  late  to  effect  our  object. 
As  to  the  troops  waiting  in  Wassaw  Sound.  I  understand  that 
General  Wright,  for  some  reason  or  other,  has  not  landed  any  of  his 
men,  and  they  have  therefore  been  huddled  up  on  those  little  steamers 
now  fifteen  days.  1  fear  that  they  will  have  to  be  brought  back 
here.  The  medical  director  has  expressed  anxious  fears  that  the  ship 
fever  will  get  among  them.  I  am  really  most  anxious  about  these 
matters.  If  we  can  not  get  off  very  soon  the  consequences  to  me  will 
be  most  serious. 

Can  not  we  get  into  the  Savannah  Itiver  at  once  and  effect  our  object? 
That  is,  erect  our  batteries,  so  as  to  see  how  the  thing  works  before 
starting  on  the  second  expedition.    This,  I  confess,  was  my  plan,  and 
am  sorry  we  have  not  brought  the  matter  to  a  test  ere  this. 
.Tery  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier  Oeneral,  Gommandinq. 
Flag-officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Blockading  ISquadron,  etc. 


Order  of  Flag-Offioer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Badgers,  tJ.  S.  Navy,  to  enter  Savan- 
nah Eiver  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  hattery  on  Jones  Island. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  7,  lS(i2. 

Sir  :  The  commanding  general  is  now  on  board  in  reference  to  the 
erection  of  the  battery  on  Jones  Island.  I  have  agreed  to  his  earnest 
suggestion  that  this  should  be  done,  although  it  must  retard  other 
operations. 

You  will  therefore  dispose  of  the  forces  under  your  command  and 
enter  the  Savannah  River,  if  necessary,  to  accomplish  this. 

I  know  this  exposes  you  to  whatever  resources  Savannah  can  brin"- 
against  you,  but  a  certain  amount  of  hazard  inust  be  eucouiitered,  and 
no  man  is  more  ready  to  meet  all  such  tlian  yourself.  Indeed,  I'wish 
you  to  be  vigilant  and  cautious  and  keep  your  enterprising  spirit  under 
control. 

I  will  send  you  the  Seneca  as  soon  as  she  can  be  brought  up  from 
Wassaw,  and  the  Henry  Andrew  tomorrow  night. 

If  you  think  it  best  to  wait  for  these  vessels,  you  can  do  so. 
Kespectfiilly,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

„  ,       T  15  Flag-Officer. 

Commander  John  Rodgers, 

On  board  Unadilla,  Commanding  Naval  Forces  at  WalPn  Cut. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-GenerEtl  Shermau,  XT.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Offlcer  Bu  Font,  V.  8.  Navy, 

requesting  a  pilot. 

Februaky  7, 1862. 
Commodore:  I  senct   you  the  Herald  of  tbe  27tb,  containing  the 
account  1  spoke  to  you  of. 

Please  send  ine  a  pilot  for  North  Bdisto,  and  1  will  send  you  a  regi- 
ment right  up  there. 
Yours,  truly, 

T.  W,  Sherman. 
Flag-OflBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  February  8,  1862. 
Savannah  Republican,  Thursday,  says : 

The  jrlass  revealed  yesterday  no  new  movements  amons  Fedoral  vessels  lying  in 
tbe  cut  north  of  the  river  beyond  an  addition  to  the  number.  Some  imagine  they 
have  moved  nearer  to  the  river,  but  we  could  discover  no  material  change  in  posi- 
tion. Persons  familiar  with  water  courses  in  that  locality  say  they  have  not  yet 
reached  Wall's  Cut,  but  are  lying  in  river  beyond,  that  docH  not  communicate  with 
main  channel,  yet  vessels  occupying  position  ciin  readily  command  main  passage. 
It  has  been  stated  by  persons  who  ought  to  know  that  portions  of  Mud  River  which 
lead  to  Wall's  Cut  into  S.avanuah  River  go  dry  at  three-quarters  ebb,  and  that  if 
Yankee  gunboats  should  pull  all  obstructions  they  would  not  be  able  to  come 
through.     Nothing  new  from  other  points  on  the  coast. 

Fulton. 
Captain  Gust,  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Dn  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Sodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  return  to 

Fort  Eoyal,  S.  C. 

FLAosHir  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  13, 1862. 

Sir:  ^  have  learned  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  all  the 
particulars  of  your  situation  and  late  proceeiiings  in  Wright's  and 
Mud  rivers,  and  of  the  happy  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of 
the  army  to  plant  a  battery  on  Jones  Island  at  Venus  Point. 

I  approve  entirely  of  the  project,  explained  in  your  letter  to  the  fleet 
cajitain,  of  placing  a  boom  across  the  mouth  of  Mud  River  and  of  mov- 
ing the  Hale  and  Western  World  in  the  channel  of  the  same  river,  the 
former  across  it  in  such  a  mannei'  as  to  command  the  ai)proach  from 
Savannah  IMver  and  the  latter  boat  to  sweep  the  right  flank  of  the 
battery  over  the  northwest  end  of  Jones  Island. 

After  this  is  done  you  will  jjlease  return  to  this  anchorage,  bringing 
all  the  gunboats  (with  all  convenient  dispatch)  except  the  tinadilla. 

Until  some  other  important  operations,  which  have  been  agreed  upon 
between  General  v'^herman  and  myself,  have  been  carried  out,  any  fur- 
ther works  contemplated  by  the  army  will  have  to  be  done  with  the 
limited  protection  of  such  vessels  as  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  leave 
behind. 

You  will  not,  therefore,  be  able  to  go  into  Savannah  River  at  present. 
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You  will  leave  Lieutenant  Commaiuliug  Collins  in  command,  and 
fnruisli  liim  with  a  copy  of  these  instructions. 

I  shall  expect  to  see  you  soon,'  by  Sunday  at  furthest. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Gomdt).  South  Atlantic  Blockaditiff  Hquadron. 

Gomuiander  John  Eodgeus, 

Gommanding  Naval  Force  at  Wall's  Gut. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Offioer  Du  Font,  V.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  ineffectual  attempt  of  the  C.  S.  steamer  Ida  to  return  from  Fort  Pulaski 
to  Savannah. 

Monday,  February  17, 1862. 
Commodore:  I  recei-ved  news  from  General  Vielc  to  day.  Saturday 
afternoon,  at  3  o'clock,  Tattnall  came  down  with  four  gunboats  and 
attacked  the  fort  in  order  to  assist  tlie  Ida  getting  back  to  Savannah. 
After  tigliting  an  hour  he  was  diiven  back  with  hi.s  tiagsliii)  in  tow, 
and  Ida,  of  course,  returned  to  Pulaski.  We  have  120  feet  of  "the 
raft."  It  came  down  to  Venus  Point  Friday  last;  made  of  timber  of  14 
inch.  It  was  in  tliiee  i)arts,  each  40  feet  long  and  25  timbers  wide;  a 
real  windfall  to  our  wants  there. 
Yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Commodore  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Eeport  of  Brigaaier-General  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  XT.  S.  Army,  regarding  Confederate  move- 
ments in  Savannah  Biver. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  February  17,  181)2. 
Sir:  A  rebel  steamer,  the  Ida,  ran  by  our  battery  on  the  Savannah 
Itiver  on  the  14th  instant  for  Port  Pulaski.  The  guns  had  not  been 
worked,  nor  the  ranges  obtained.  On  the  next  day  she  attempted  to 
return,  and  four  of  Tattnall's  gunboats  came  down  from  Savannah  to 
cover  her.  They  were  all  sent  back  to  their  i)laces  of  departure,  and 
one  of  them  seriously  crippled. 

1  enclose  herewith  the  copy  of  Ceueral  V^iele's  rei)ort  on  the  subjetit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  \V.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral,  Gommanding. 
Tlie  ADjUTANr-dKNEiiAL,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  1).  G. 

.  [Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

tiavannah  River,  February  1/1,  1862. 
Siu:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  batteries  on  Venus  Point 
were  attacked  at  3  o'clock  ]>.  m.  on  yesterday  by  four  rebel  gunboats 
with  a  view  of  efi'ecting  a  i)assage  from  Fort  Pulaski  for  the  rebel 
steamer  then  at  that  iiUk  e.  After  an  engagement  of  one  hour  the  rebels 
were  driven  off,  the  flag  steamer  being  disabled  and  taken  in  tow.  and 
the  steamer  that  attempted  the  passage  of  the  river  returning  to  Fort 
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I'liliiski.  The  guns  were  manned  hy  tlie  Third  Tthode  Island  detadi- 
ment,  under  Captain  Gould,  and  efl'ectively  woiketj.  There  was  no  l(«s 
on  our  sido. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Egbert  L.  Viele, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Captain  L.  H.  Pel'iuze, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fifth  and  detailed  report  of  Commander  Bodgers,  TT.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
Port  Royal,  S.  €.,  February  ]8,  18(13. 

Sir:  Ui>on  my  return  to  this  place  this  morning  I  have  the  honor  to 
rei)ort  my  i)roceedings  at  Wright's  River,  one  of  the.  approaches  to 
Savannah. 

\\' right's  River  has  two  entrances  into  Savannah  River,  one  by  its 
mouth,  the  other  through  a  tributary  called  Mud  River.  There  is  still 
a  third,  comparatively  shallow,  however,  near  its  head,  opposite  P'ort 
Jackson.  Mud  River  is  bare  at  low  spring  tides,  but  at  high-water 
si)ring  tide,  the  bottom  being  semifluid,  a  gunboat  can  pass  through. 
The  mouth  of  Wright's  River  has  a  bar  acioss  it,  with  4  feet  water  at 
low  tide  and  about  11  feet  at  ordinary  high  tide. 

A  short  ])art  of  thechHunel,  where  it  bends  into  the  Savannah  River, 
is  distant  fr«m  Fort  Pulaski  1^  miles,  and  consequently  within  range 
of  its  guns,  but  too  far  olf  to  be  very  dangero>is.  Both  these  passages 
weie  examined  and  staked.  In  marking  the  channel  of  Wright's  River 
on  the  first  day  they  fired  at  the  boats  in  cliarge  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Bankhead,  to  whom  i  had  intrusted  this  service.  The  shot 
fell  within  a  few  yards  of  our  party,  but  as  they  did  not  interrupt  the 
operation  the  enemy  apparently  conctludi'd  that  it  was  a  waste  of  powder, 
and  on  no  snbse(iuent  occasion  was  the  firing  repeated. 

Preparatory  to  coming  away  the  fl^o/e,  Captain  Foster,  and  the  West- 
ern World,  Cai)tain  Gregory,  were  placed  near  the  mouth  of  Mud  River 
in  order  to  cover  the  approach  to  the  batteiy  erected  at  Venus  Point. 
This  their  position  enables  them  successfully  to  do.  While  tiiere  they 
had,  on  the  14th  instant,  a  smart  engagement  with  four  vessels  of  Com- 
modore Tattnall's  ileet,  which  they,  in  conjunction  with  tlie  battery  ou 
shore,  drove  back.  One  of  tlie  officers  of  the  Unadilla,  who  was 
employed  securing  a  boom,  declared  tiiat  he  and  his  boat's  crew,  all 
distinctly  heard  a  shot  frou)  one  of  the  gunboats  crash  through  the 
side  of  a  rebel  steamer.  Captains  Foster  and  Gregory  are  both  confi- 
dent that  several  of  their  shot  struck.  The  rebel  gunboats,  satisfied 
apparently  that  our  force  was  too  strong,  returned  to  Savannah. 

Agreeably  to  your  order  the  Hale,  in  advance,  is  moored  across  Mud 
River,  and  has  three  of  her  guns  on  one  side  bearing' up  the  Savannah 
River  and  commanding  that  approach  to  Venus  Point. 

The  Western  World,  moored  parallel  to  the  channel,  has  her  battery 
sweeping  tin'  right  flank  of  the  guns  on  shore. 

As  you  further  directed,  a  very  carefully  made  boom  which  the  enemy 
had  placed  across  New  River,  in  front  of  the  battery  at  lied  Bluff,  was 
removed  and  moored  across  the  mouth  of  Mud  River  within  reach  of 
grape  and  canister  from  our  gunboais;  this  i>revents  the  access  of  flre 
rafts  or  of  their  being  overwhebned  by  boarders  in  boats. 

I  gave  orders  that,  at  ni.uiit  or  in  case  of  fog  or  under  any  circum- 
stances which  did  not  permit  the  boom  to  be  clearly  seen,  picket  boats, 
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with  properly  arranged  siguals,  were  to  be  kept  at  it  to  warn  them  of 
the  approach  of  tbe  enemy.  , 

I  gave  further  orders  that  if  from  any  unforeseen  circumstances  their 
vessels  should  be  untenable  they  were  on  no  account  to  be  surrendered, 
but  the  captains  were  to  fire  them,  and  with  the  crew  to  fall  back  in 
their  boats  through  Wall's  Cut.  As  these  gunboats  are  at  most  stages 
of  the  tide  aground,  it  seemed  proper  to  provide  for  this  contingency. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  of  the  Unadilla,  was,  agreeably  to 
youi'  orders,  left  in  charge. 

With  the  Seneca,  Otlmca,  and  Pemhina  I  have  returned  to  this  ])lace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Kodgeks, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Fhig-Ofticer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Com<l(j.  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Sepori:    uf    riag-Officer    Du    Pont,   TJ.   S.   Navy,    transmitting    reports   regarding    infernal 

machines. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  18,  1802. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  Com- 
mander John  Eodgers  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  I  .  Bankhead 
up^ll  five  infernal  machines  discovered  in  Savannah  River,  across  the 
entrance. to  Wright's  River. 

Accompanying  these  reports  is  a  drawing  of  the  machines  in  detail, 
wiiich,  examined  in  connection  with  the  enclosed  reports,  will  render 
their  construction  and  working  perfectly  intelligible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dtt  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Gommandiiuj  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Six  h  report  of  Commander  Eodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  infernal  machine  discovered  in 

Wright's  Eiver. 

U.  S.  S.  Flag, 
Port  Royal,  8.  C,  February  18,  1803. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  buoying  of  Wright's 
River,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead,  a  tor- 
pedo, or  infernal  machine  was  discovered  at  the  entrance  of  Savannah 
River  in  the  ciiaunel  we  had  selected.  It  consisted  of  five  metal  cases 
serving  as  "air  chambers"  and  "buoys"  [attached]  to  five  other  cham- 
bers, each  (^ontaiaing  about  30  pounds  of  powder.  These  were  so 
moored  as  to  be  covered  at  any  stage  of  the  tide  when  the  bar  was 
])racticable  for  vessels,  but  they  were  exposed  at  low  water. 

One  of  them  was  brought  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bankhead  on 
board  of  the  Unadilla,  where  I  was.  Pre])aratoiy  to  examining  its 
machinery,  the  powder  chamber  was  laid  bare;  but  I  thought  it  too 
dangerous  with  an  unknown  torpedo  to  proceed  further  until  the  pow- 
der had  been  washed  out.  To  this  end  1  had  it  set  up  on  a  bank  and  a 
riHe  ball  fired  through  it,  when  it  exploded. 

The  machinery,  however,  was  recovered  uninjured.  Upon  the  inside 
of  the  powder  chamber  a  "friction  tube,"  such  as  is  used  in  the  Army 
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for  discharging  cannon,  was  arranged  so  as  to  ignite  tVie  "blowing-up" 
charge  upon  tlie  pulling  of  a  string.  This  string  was  tied  to  a  wire 
coiled  up  on  the  lieart  of  the  buoy;  the  coil  of  wire^was  to  be  drawn  out 
by  the  impact  of  a  i)assing  gunboat. 

Another  machine  exploded  about  midnight,  after  the  Susquehanna's 
launches,  towing  a  flat  with  army  artillery  to  Venus  Point,  had  passed 
in  Savannah  lliver  about  200  yards  above  them.  From  this  I  was 
induced  to  think  that  some  of  them  might  be  connected  by  galvanic 
wires  with  Fort  Pulaski.  I  gave  orders  to  Lieu  tenantCommanding  Bank- 
head  to  sink  the  remaining  machines  with  ritie  shots,  which  he  did.  I 
herewith  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  IJankhead's  report. 

I  beg  leave  to  hand  in  the  exploding  apparatus  of  the  machine  we 
procured,  with  a  drawing  of  its  arrangement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Kodgees, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(Jomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 


[Enclosnro.] 


Fig.  1.  1,  1,  1,  1,  1,  torpedoes;  2,  2,  2,  2,  2,  anchors;  3,  3,  3,  3,  spiral 
wires  connecting  torpedoes;  A'  A',  high-water  mark;  B'  B',  low-water 
mark. 


a 
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Fig.  2.  Section  of  torpedo;  a  &or?,  water- tight  tin  case;  ee,  air  chamber; 
P,  powder  chamber  contaiuing  70  pounds  of  powder;/,  ordinary  can- 
non friction  primer,  held  at  center  ol  charge  by  strip  of  tin,  i  m ;  attached 
to  it  is  tlie  wire  g  f,  passing  through  a  box,  h,  tilled  with  wax  and  tallow; 
'A  o,  mooring  line. 
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'Report  of  Lieutenant  Bankhead,  TJ.  S,  Navy,  regarding  infernal  machine  discovered  in  Wright's 

Biver. 

JJ.  S.  S.  Pkmbina, 
Wright's  River,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  13th  instant,  while  sounding-  in  the  Savannah  Kiver  a 
short  distance  above  the  raouth  of  Wright's  Kiver,  I  discovered  several 
objects  floating  upon  the  surface,  which  a])peared  at  first  sight  to  be 
empty  tin  cans,  and  as  such  were  not  regarded  by  me  as  worthy  of 
notice.  Lieutenant  Sproston,  of  the  Seneca,  shortly  after  hailed  mo  and 
told  me  he  tliought  the  objects  alluded  to  were  buoys  attached  to  an 
infernal  machine.  Upon  closer  examination  we  saw  enough  to  satisfy 
us  that  his  suspicions  were  correct.  The  buoys,  live  in  number,  were 
placed  several  yards  apart  at  right  angles  to  the  shore  immediately  in 
the  channel  leading  from  Wright's  River  and  only  visible  at  low  water. 
They  were  connected  by  a  spiral  wire,  the  end  of  the  wire  entering  an 
orifice  in  the  upper  ends  of  the  buoys,  and  they  were  also  secured  by 
wires  to  what  we  presumed  to  be  weights  at  the  bottom,  but  which  fur 
ther  examination  led  us  to  believe  were  vessels  containing  explosive 
matter.  The  following  day,  agreeably  to  orders  received  from  yourself, 
I  i)roceeded  into  the  Savannah  Eiver,  accompanied  by  Lieutenants 
Sproston,  Weaver,  and  Cushman,  in  tliree  boats.  I  had  previously 
ordered  the  oflBcers  to  i)rovide  themselves  with  hand  grapnels  and  lead 
lines  for  the  purpose  of  grappling  the  bnoys  at  a  safe  distance.  Lieu- 
tenants Sproston  and  Cushman  each  succeeded  In  grappling  the  con- 
necting wires  and  endeavored  by  pulling  to  produce  an  explosion,  but 
failed  to  do  so.  Lieutenant  Sproston  then  hanled  up  carefully  to  the 
outer  buoy,  and  fortunately  succeeded  in  cutting  the  connecting  wires, 
and  brought  off  the  buoys  in  his  boat.  All  the  other  ^vires  that  could 
be  reached  were  then  cut,  and,  as  the  tide  was  rising  rapidly,  we  left 
them  for  another  day,  after  unhooking  the  grapnels.  In  consequence  of 
tlie  delicate  nature  of  the  exploding  api)aratus,  the  result  of  your  own 
examination  of  the  buoy  brought  on  board,  I  deemed  it  more  prudent  to 
endeavor  to  sink  the  remaining  ones  than  to  attempt  to  remove  them, 
as  I  was  unwilling  that  the  enemy  should  have  the  satisfaction  of  feel- 
ing that  a  single  life  had  been  lost  by  his  diabolical  invention.  The  next 
day,  accompanied  by  LieutenaTit  Sproston,  I  succeeded  in  sinking  the 
remaining  three  by  firing  rifle  balls  into  them,  one  having  exploded  the 
night  previous  from  some  cause  at  present  unknown,  and  shortly  after  a 
launch  had  passed  over  the  spot  where  the  buoys  were  placed,  having 
in  tow  a  heavy  lighter  with  gnns. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,' 

J.  P.  Bankhead, 
Lieutenant,  Gommandinq. 

Commander  John  Eodgers, 

Commanding  Expedition,  etc. 


Report  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Savannah,  (tA.,  January  39,  1862. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  five  [?]  days  since  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  were  at  work  removing  the  obstructions  placed  in  Wall's  Cut 
This  cut  is  the  pass  between  Daufuskie  lliver  |  New  River]  and  VVri"-ht's 
River  in  Soutli  Carolina,  and  forms  part  of  the  inland  communication 
between  Savannah  River  and  Port  Royal  Harbor.     This  communication 
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traverses  an  extensive  marsh,  is  crooked,  sliallow,  and  difficult  of  navi- 
gation, and  tliougb  it  was  apparent  that  unless  iJ^otected  by  batteries 
any  artiticial  obstructions  may  be  removed,  yet  as  the  marsh  is  too  soft 
and  impassable  to  admit  the  construction  of  a  battery,  it  was  the  only 
obstacle  that  could  be  ojiposed  to  its  navigation.  The  obstruction  con- 
sisted of  the  hull  of  a  large  schooner,  sunk  in  the  narrowest  and  shoal- 
est  part  of  the  cut,  with  rows  of  piles  driven  across  on  each  side.  A 
similar  ohstruct.ioii  was  placed  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  a  small  creek 
west  of  the  Savannah,  connecting  Wilmington  Kiver  and  St.  Augus- 
tine Creek.  Day  before  yesterday  seven  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  were 
(liscovered  at  Wall's  Cut  and  six  in  Wilmington  Narrows.  They  had 
reached  the  obstru(!tions  in  each  stream,  and  were  apparently  endeav- 
oring to  work  throiif-h.  Flag-OfBcer  Tattnall,  with  his  gunboats, 
descended  tlie  Savannah  liivei'  and  boldly  engaged  them,  but  tlie  range 
and  caliber  of  their  guns  were  so  superior  to  his,  that  after  an  hour's 
trial  he  had  to  haul  off,  as  he  found  that  while  their  shot  and  shell  were 
falling  around  him,  his  shot  fell  short  of  them.  His  boats  were,  how- 
ever, unharmed.  Their  position  was  such  as  to  disturb  the  passage  of 
the  Savannah,  and  the  boat  plying  between  the  city  and  Fort  Pulaski 
received  three  shots  through  her  upper  works.  If  the  enemy  succeed 
in  removing  the  obstacles  in  Wall's  Cut  and  Wilmington  Narrows  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  their  reaching  the  Savannah  Kiver,  and  we  have 
nothing  afloat  that  can  contend  against  them.  The  communication 
between  Savannah  and  Fort  Pulaski  will  then  be  cut  off.  The  latter 
is  sui)plied  with  four  months'  provisions,  and  we  must  endeavor  to 
defend  the  city.  To-day  I  have  caused  to  be  sunk  in  Wilmington  Nar- 
rows the  floating  dock  of  this  city.  I  hope  this  passage  at  least  will  be 
efle<!tually  obstructed. 
1  am,  etc., 

R.  E.  Lee, 
Oeneral,  Commanding. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 


Beport  of  Brigadier-Oennial  Orayton,  C.  S.  Army. 

Haedeeville,  [S.  C],  February  3,  1862. 
The  enemy  have  shelled  and  burned  Box's  and  Lawton's  houses,  on 
New  River.  The  obstruction  near  Red  Blufi'  removed,  and  the  sailors 
are  sounding  above  it.  No  soldiers  on  board  gunboats.  Oiie  company 
cavalry  and  three  of  infantry  close  by,  watching  them,  ready  to  attack 
in  case  they  leave  edge  of  water.  The  shells  from  guns  of  steamers 
])icked  up  .5  miles  off. 

Thomas  F.  Drayton, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Captain  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


Additional  repoit  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  South  Carolina, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  February  4.,  i8(>2. 
General:  It  has  been  vepoiited  to  me  by  General  Drayton  that  two 
of  the  enemy's  gunboats,  accompanied  by  two  steamers,  ascended  New 
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Eiver  yesterday  and  burned  the  houses  of  Mr.  Box  and  Mr.  Lawton. 
The  obstruction  near  Red  Bluff  was  removed,  and  I  have  learned  tiiat 
one  of  the  enemy's  steamers  has  passed  abov8  it.  The  guns  had  been 
previously  removed  from  the  battery  at  that  place.  I  have  also  heard 
that  a  party  of  the  enemy  visited  Captain  Screven's  Proctor  plantation 
on  the  Savannah  Eiver,  and  that  three  appeared  there  on  Sunday, 
accompanied  by  negroes,  who,  after  viewing  Fort  Jackson,  etc.,  retired. 
The  party  of  the  enemy  came  by  Wright's  Cut,  which  leads  through 
the  marshes  from  Savannah  River  to  Wright'^  River. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  enemy  is  meditating  an  advance  from 
New  Eiver  to  the  banks  of  the  Savannah,  and  General  Drayton  has 
been  directed  to  take  up  a  line  removed  beyond  the  reach  [of|  the 
gunboats  oil  New  River  to  intercept  him;  should  the  enemy  land  too 
large  a  force  for  him  to  cope  with,  he  has  been  directed  to  notify  you. 
In  that  event  you  are  desired  to  send  to  his  support  such  of  your  avail- 
able force  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  march  with  it,  should  you  deem 
it  requisite,  and  to  take  cjommaud  of  the  whole  operation.  With  this 
view  it  is  suggested  that  you  repair  to  Hardeeville,  visit  the  field  of 
operation,  and  concert  with  him  a  plan  of  operation.  Should  you  not 
be  able  to  drive  him  back  under  cover  of  his  boats,  you  will  attack 
him  in  his  tlank  and  rear,  so  as  to  prevent  his  approach  to  the  Savannah 
River. 

I  am,  etc.,  R.  B.  Lee, 

General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  J.  0.  Pemberton,   • 

•  Go7nmanding,  etc.,  Focotalitio,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Farrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Augusta,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  January  18,  1S02. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Augusta  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Commander  S.  W. 
Godon,of  the  Mohican,  delivering  to  him  the  accompanying  disjiatrh. 
You  will  please  inform  him  that  owing  to  circumstances  I  can  -not  now 
fix  a  time  for  sending  off  from  this  port  the  second  division  of  the  stone 
tieet.     He  will  therefore  use  his  own  judgment  when  he  may  deem  it 
necessary  to  return  to  this  i)ort,  and  in  such  case  will  transfer  the  com- 
mand of  the  blockading  force  to  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  B.  G.  Parrott, 

i".  8.  8.  Augusta,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Xavy,  to  Lieutenant  Ammen,  V.  8. 
Navy,  to  report  for  duty  in  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  January  18,  1862. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  order  you   will  please  return  to  this  port 
without  delay,  traiislening  the  blockade  of  North  Edistoto  Lieutenant 
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Commanding'  A.  (\  Rhind,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  and  giving  him  sncli 
iuforniation  as  your  experience  will  suggest,  fully  ^ud  clearly. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  ■ 

U,  IS.  Gunboat  8eneca,  NorthEdinto. 


Order  of  Flag-OffiOer  Dii  Pont,  If.  8.  Navy,  to  TAevtenant  Rhind,  U.  K. 
Navy,  to  assume  command,  in  North  Udisto  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Earhor,  January  18,  1861  [2]. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Crusader  under  your 
command  to  North  Edisto  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen 
in  holding  possession  of  the  rivers  which  are  now  controlled  by  the 
presence  of  the  Seneca. 

I  liave  directed  Lieutenant  CommaTiding  Ammen  to  give  you  all  the 
information  which  his  recent  experience  may  suggest. 
I  will  send  ancither  vessel  to  join  you  when  I  have  one  at  my  disposaL 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

U.  8.  8.  Crusader,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Roy,  U'.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone 
State,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  off  Fernandina,  Fla. 

JJ.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
Off  Fernandina;  Fla.,  January  18,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  my  arrival  off  this  place  last  evening.  Owing 
to  the  thick  fog,  I  was  unable  to  find  the  land,  liut  cruised  about  hoping 
to  see  the  Bienville.  Running  inside  of  S  fatlioms,  failing  so  to  do, 
about  9  ]).  m.  1  anchored  in  !)  fathoms  water  and  this  morning  weighed 
again  and  stood  in  for  the  land,  anchoring  in  5f  fathoms  water.  About 
10  a.  ni.,  the  fog  lifting  a  little,  I  found  I  was  nearly  within  range  of 
several  batteries  on  both  sides  of  thi'  river.  The  enemy  opened  a  pretty 
brisk  fire,  most  of  the  shot  falling  short  from  a  (juarter  to  a  half  mile; 
finding,  however,  that  they  seemed  to  have  some  heavy  pieces  that 
began  to  drop  shot  and  shell  in  line  nearer  as  they  got  the  range,  I 
shifted  my  berth  out  into  7  fathoms  water,  merely  replying  with  a 
single  shot  from  the  rifle  that  landed  but  little  sliort  of  their  chief 
battery.  After  moving,  one  shell  struck  very  close  to  where  I  was  first 
anchored.  The  fog  still  continuing  thick,  both  land  and  sea  are  shut 
out  from  us, 

Thiee  or  four  batteries  were  located  on  the  north  end  of  Amelia 
Island  in  among  the  sand  banks  and  two  on  the  south  end  of  Cumber- 
land IslaTid. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respecrtfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commander. 
Flag  Othcer  Samxiel  F.  Du  1'ont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  the  Vice-President  and  Senator  Morrill  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  requesting  permission  to  obtain  ship  timber  from  Port  Royal, 
S.  C,  and  vicinity. 

[U.  S.  Senate,  January  19,  1862.] 
It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  at  this  time  there  is  a  scarcity  of  ship 
timber  in  the  Northern  States,  and  the  supply  of  the  navy  yards  is 
much  diminished.  From  Port  Koyal  and  vicinity,  now  in  possession 
of  loyal  troops,  a  supply  can  be  had.  We  believe  it  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  therefore,  to  allow  some  of  our  praictical  men  to  go  there 
and  obtain  a  supply,  which  will  be  much  needed  in  the  construction  of 
the  proposed  ironclad  vessels  to  be  built. 

We  therefore  request  a  |)ermission  be  granted  to  Samuel  F.  Hersey 
and  William  McGilvery,  of  Maine,  or  either  of  them,  for  that  purpose. 
We  know  them  to  be  suitable  men. 

n.  Hamlin. 
Lot  M.  Morrill. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Endorsement.] 

There  is  no  objection,  so  far  as  the  Navy  Department  is  concerned, 
to  the  application.  On  the  contrary,  there  might  be  advantage  in  per- 
mitting the  traffic  in  or  gathering  of  ship  timber.  But  1  suppose  this 
article,  like  all  others,  depends  on  the  policy  adopted.  If  the  port  is 
open,  it  will  be  o\w^^  to  all  and  for  traffic  of  every  description. 

The  Department  interposes  no  objection  to  any  permit,  though  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  may. 

W[ELLES|. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
relative  to  furnishing  supplies  to  blockading  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  January  20,  1862.- 
Sir:  Flag-Offlcer    Du  Pont,  commanding  the  United  States  naval 
forces  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  has  represented  to  this  Depart- 
ment the  importance  of  having  live  stock  and  supplies  sent  to  Port 
Royal  for  the  use  of  his  crews. 

As  private  parties  are  willing  to  undertake  this,  I  have  the  honor  to 
reijuestthat  licenses,  under  the  usual  restrictions,  may  be  granted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GiHEON  Welles. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Offlcer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy 
expressing  approval  of  his  management  of  the  affairs  of  his  command.   ' 

Washington,  January  20,  1862. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  was  very  much  gratified  with  your  private  note  of 
the  11th  instant,  which  I  received  on  Saturday. 

•  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  country  should  bt  somewhat  impatient 
but  I  believe  they  do  not  comi»liiin  of  the  Navy.  There  was  a  general 
wish  that  the  troops  might  jtusli  into  the  interior,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
have  broken  the  railroad  communication  at  an  early  period  but  I  have 
heard  little  of  it  recently.  •  ' 
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Your  recoiiiioissiiiices  and  deinoiistrarious  have  given  great  satisfac- 
tion. We  are  all  proud  of  our  aim  of  tbe  service,  which  has  certainly 
strnclv  effective  blows  when  it  has  m;i(le  the  attempt.  This  is  im[)ortaut 
in  the  war  we  are  waging.  There  slioiild  be  no  defeats.  Let  us  have 
success  wheuevtti'  wedo  move, and  tlse  country  will  lorgetits  impatience. 

1  iiave  been. sometimes  fearful  thf.  forces  might  jierhaps  be  too  far 
extended  to  prevent  some  reverse  if  the  enemy  shonld  attempt  a  sur- 
prise; but  I  have  great  coulidence  in  your  vigilance  and  capability  in 
these  matters. 

The  truth  is,  your  whole  management  of  tbe  work  in  which  you  have 
engaged  has  exhibited  so  much  judgment,  skill,  ability,  and  right  com- 
prehension that  you  have  commanded  general  confidence.  My  great 
wish  is  that,  amidst  the  great  calls  upon  us,  I  could  better  support  you. 
We  will  do  all  that  we  can. 

John  Bull  has  behaved  badly,  but  I  think  after  what  has  taken  place 
we  shall  hardly  have  iiiimediate  trouble  with  Great  Britain;  and  if  not, 
we  must  be  able  at  no  very  distant  day  to  overcome  this  great  rebellion. 
Arms,  munitions,  money,  steamers  to  run  ttie  blockade,  to  aid  indirectly 
if  not  directly  the  insurgents,  have  their  origin  in  England. 

Although  the  policy  of  "Perfidious  Albion"  can  not  be  misunderstood, 
she  can  hardly  recognize  the  rebels  as  a  distinct  nationality,  or  make 
an  open  attempt  to  break  the  blockade  at  present.  Before  that  time 
arrives  I  trust  our  Navy  and  Army  will  have  convinced  her  of  the 
im])olicy  of  any  such  movement. 

We  hear  that  the  Sumter  is  at  Oadiz,  and  will,  of  course,  have  the 
assistance  of. sympathizers  in  liurope,  secretly  if  not  openly.  I  trust 
the  day  is  not  distant  when  we  shall  be  able  to  do  justice  to  all  our 
friends. 

In  the  meantime,  we  must  rely  on  you  and  your  brave  associates  to 
interdict  commerce  with  the  rebels. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Ofiacer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  U.  S.  N^avy,  requesting  instructions  as  to 
the  disposition  of  three  contrabands. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Off  Charleston,  January  20,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  17th  instant,  about  10 
o'clock,  a  small  boat  was  brought  alongside  containing  two  men  (blacks). 
They  reported  having  left  Charleston  at  half  ])ast  7  o'clock  in  a  slight 
fog.  passing  Forts  Sumter  and  Johnson.  One  of  these  men  has  been 
engaged  oii  a  pilot  boat,  and  seems  somewhat  acquainted  with  the  bars 
of  the  harbor.  1  was  pleased  to  learn  from  these  men  that  the  present 
])osition  of  the  vessels  is  such  as  to  deter  any,  even  small  vessels,  in  port 
from  attempting  to  break  the  blockade.  I  have  also  on  board  a  colored 
man  (free)  who  took  refuge  on  board  the  Penguin  at  North  Edisto.  I 
respectfullj'  request  your  orders  as  to  what  disposition  I  am  to  make  of 
these  men. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 

Commander. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Quartermaster- 
General  Meigs,  U.  8.  Army,  requesting  a  Drummond  light  to  facilitate 
operations  in'  the  Savannah  River.  * 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Jaimary  20,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  mform  the  Departmeut  that  Flag  Officer 
Du  Pont  and  myself  have  determined  upon  a  combined  plan  of  opera 
tions  for  intercepting  the  communication  between  Fort  Pulaski  aiid  the 
city  of  Savannah,  and  1  have  re8|)ectfully  and  earnestly  to  request  that 
a  Drummond  light  may  be  furnished  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  as  one 
of  the  means  by  which  this  plan  is  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps. 

General  Montgomery  G.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington. 


Correspondence  regarding  the  second  stone  fleet  sunk  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  January  20,  1802. 

Letter  from  George  S.  Morgan  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  veBsels  purchased 
under  order  of  the  Department. 

New  York,  Novemjber  20,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  following  vessels  have  been  purchased  under'your  second 
order  for  stone  vessels: 


Name  of  vessel. 

Tonnage. 

Cost. 

Name  of  vessel. 

Tonnage. 

Cost. 

Ship  Montezuma  . 

424 
274 
,335 
216 

W,800 
4,000 
4,200 
2,260 

Ship  India 

366 
341 
311 
518 

«6,500 
4,500 

Bark  Edward 

4,200 
5,500 

Bark  Messenger ...  . 

Ship  Emerald 

The  entire  fleet  of  25  vessels  for  Savannah  sail  to-day. 
Kespectfully,  yours, 

Geo.  1).  Morgan. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  George  D.  Morgan  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  additional  vessels 

purchased. 

New  York,  November  22,  1861. 
Sir  :  There  has  been  further  purchased  for  the  second  stone  tieet, 
ship  Neiv  England,  308  tons,  $5,000;  bark./^'oiie,  double  deck,  151  tons, 
$2,500;  making  eleven  of  the  second  order;  the  remaining  nine  hope 
to  have  purchased  in  all  next  week.  It  is  more  difficult  to  get  the  right 
vessels  than  before;  we  have  cleared  the  ports.  We  hope  to  buy  some 
iu  Maine  next  week. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

Geo.  D.  Morgan. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy.  , 
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Note  by  the  compiler. — The  followiug  additional  vessels  were 
purchased  for  the  second  stone  fleet,  viz: 


Name  of  ve.ssel. 


Bark  Noble 

Ship  Valparaiso  ... 

Bark  Majestic 

BriK  Stephen  Youn, 
Bark  Peri 


Tonnage.      Cost. 


274 
402 
297 
200 
261 


$4,300 
5,500 
3,160 
1,600 
3,500 


Name  of  vessel. 


Bark  Marcia 

Bark  Margaret  Scott . 

Bark  Jubilee 

Ship  America 


Tonnage. 

Cost. 

356 

84,200 

330 

4,000 

233 

2,000 

418 

6,250 

Letter  £rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  George  D.  Morgan  regarding  the  destination  of  the 

second  fleet. 

Natt  Department,  December  4,  1801. 
You  will  send  the  second  fleet  of  stone  vessels  to  Port  Royal  Harbor, 
South  Carolina,  to  be  delivered  to  the  senior  naval  officer  in  that  har- 
bor. Let  the  crew  and  officers  be  hired  to  remain  there  or  proceed 
where  the  comuianding  naval  officer  shall  direct,  after  which  they  will 
be  sent  home  at  Government  expense.  Send  a  copy  of  this  order  and 
the  contract  to  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Fort  Eoyal. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

GiDKoN  Welles. 
(lEOi  D.  Morgan, 

New  York. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Comaiander  Godon,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TT.  S.  S.  Mohican,  regarding  the  closing  of  MafBtt's  Channel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  January  14,  1862. 
Sir:  Acting  Master  Bradbury  will  report  to  you  for  proper  covering 
while  carrying  out  my  instructions  in  reference  to  closing  Maffitt's 
Channel  at  the  best  point  with  the  number  of  vessels  at  his  disposal. 
It  is  important  to  know  how  far  the  batteries  extend  on  Sullivan's 
Island.    If,  as  formerly  reported,  they  are  still  in  great  strength  beyond 
the  narrow  part  of  Maffitt's  Cliannel,  the  obstructions  must  be  placed 
where  vessels  run  between  the  main  and  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal. 

I  have  added  the  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  to  your 
force  for  this  service,  and  have  given  to  Captain  Stevens  and  Acting 
Master  Bradbury  such  detailed  explanations,  with  the  maps  in  hand, 
as  will  enable  them  to  carry  out  most  effectually  the  intentions  of  the 
Government. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Uu  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  8.  S.  Mohican,  Commanding  Blockading  Force  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Poni,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy,  directing  the 

closing  of  Maffitt's  Channel. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  17,  1862. 
Sir:  I  desire,  before  I  give  some  instructions  below,  to  ofler  my 
thanks  for  your  faithfnl  services  in  keeping  up  the  blockade  of  Cliarles- 
ton,  having  continued  there  so  much  longer  thaii  I  could  have  expected; 
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and  this  having  been  done  at  a  moment  when  I  found  it  impossible  to 
lelieve  you  by  a  suitable  vessel,  has  been  the  more  appreciated  by  me. 
1  am  endeavoiiiig  to  dispatch  the  second  diVisiou  of  the  stone  fleet, 
to  close  up  Maffitt's  Ciiaiinel,  and  have  intrusted  this  work  to  Acting 
Masters  Bradbary  and  West,  in  whom  you  can  have  every  confidence. 
The  fleet  captain  has  iustructed  the  former  as  to  where  I  think  the 
hulks  should  be  sunk.  When  ihis  work  is  accomplished  you  will 
transfer  the  charge  of  the  blockade  to  Commander  Parrott  and  repair 
to  this  port. 

liespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer.' 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon,. 

Commanding  (J.  tS.  S.  Mohican,  off  Charleston. 


Seport  of  riag-Officer  Du  Pont,  XT.  S.  Navy,  of  the  sailing  of  the  second  division  for  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  19,  18<i2. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  second 
division  of  the  stone  fleet  will  sail  for  Charleston  to  morrow. 
I  have  detained  Messrs.  Bradbury  ana  West  for  this  purpose. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Oflicer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Balch,  XT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Pocahontas,  to  proceed  in  charge  of  the  second  division,  off  Charleston,  S.  (. . 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  20,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  \yitli  the  Pocahontas  under  your  com- 
mand, taking  charge  of  the  second  division  of  the  stone  fleet,  and  report 
to  Comiiiaiider  E.  G.  Parrott,  of  the  Augusta,  <"on)manding  the  block- 
ading force  oJf  Charleston. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commandiiug  G.  B.  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Port  Royal. 


Beport  of  Commander  Parrott,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  sinking  of  a  portion  of  the  fleet. 

U,  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off'  Charleston,  January  25,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Marion  returns  to-night,  being  short  of  coal  and  having 
lost  her  anchors.     I  have  also  thoujiht  it  unnecessary  to  retain  the 
Catawba  longer,  as  her  draft  of  water  is  large. 
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Three  of  the  stone  fleet  slipjied  or  parted  their  chains  at  night  during 
the  gale.  Two  have  returned,  but  one,  the  bark  Peri,  is  still  missing. 
She  has  no  anchors  and  is  very  short  of  provisions.^  I  have  sent  the  Ala- 
bama (whose  supply  of  coal  is  short)  in  search  of  her.  As  she  ran  foul 
of  one  of  the  fleet  in  running  out,  I  am  very  anxious  about  her,  and 
shall  perhaps  send  another  vessel  after  her  as  soon  as  she  can  be 
spared. 

^^'e  have  sunk  about  half  of  the  fleet  in  their  positions,  and  the  rest, 
with  good  weather,  we  expect  to  place  and  sink  tomorrow.  As  three 
of  them  were  without  anchors  (another  having  parted  her  chain  this 
morning),  we  have  had  pretty  hard  work  with  them,  and  one  drifted 
away  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  but  her  plug  was  gotten  out  and 
she  must  have  sunk  close  in  with  the  coast.  She  was  too  near  in  for 
the  steamer  which  T  sent  after  her  to  follow  her  up. 

My  duties  in  looking  out  for  these  vessels,  and  for  the  safety  of  their 
crews,  have  made  a  very  great  economy  of  coal  impossible,  and  I  think 
that  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  replenish  in  some  ten  days. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Paerott, 

Commander^ 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Dtj  Pont, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash,  Port  Royal. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Dn  Font,  IT.  S,  Navy,  transmitting  additional  report  of  Commander  Farrott, 
v.  S.  ITavy,  regarding  the  ninlHTig  of  the  remainder  of  the  fleet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  Parrott  on  the  disposition  of. 
the  second  stone  fleet.    All  agree  that  the  work  was  thoroughly  done, 
and  1  reiterate  my  commendation  given  in  a  previous  communication 
of  Acting  Master  Bradbury  and  Acting  Master  West,  whose  services 
are  spoken  of  in  Conmander  Parrott's  repoit. 

These  oflflcers  will  go  by  the  first  steamer  to  the  Korth  in  accordance 
with  the  Department's  order,  and  are  worthy  of  anything  the  Depart- 
ment can  do  for  them.     1  regret  to  lose  them  from  my  squadron. 

The  Peri  mentioned  in  Commander  Parrott's  report  is  safe. 

The  department  is  misinformed,  1  infer  from  a  letter  received  last 
night  as  to  the  Isabel  getting  into  Charleston  by  the  main  channel 
where  the  ])revious  fleet  was  sunk.  The  obstrnction  there  is  complete 
and  has  not  been  moved  by  the  late  gales;  the  water  breaking  clear 
across.  The  Isabel  got  in  by  MafiHtt's  Channel,  and  as  that  portion  of 
it  included  between  liattlesnake  Shoal  and  the  shores  has  been  blocked 
up  by  the  second  stone  fleet,  the  possibility  of  getting  into  Charleston 
is  still  more  circumscribed. 

The  only  channels  remaining  are  the  Swash  and  a  portion  of  Mafiitt's, 
and  I  have  never  less  than  three  vessels  coveriiig  them,  and  which  now 
ride  out  the  gales  at  anchor. 

Eespectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

[S.  F.  Du  Pont,] 

Flafi- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wdshington. 
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Report  of  ComiEander  Parrott,  XT.  S.  Navy,  commaiidir.g  V.  S.  S.  Augusta, 

U.  S,  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Gha-neston,  January  26,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  remaiuder  of  the  stone  fleet 
have  been  got  into  position  and  sunk  to-day.    I  think  they  are  all 
exceedingly  well  placed,  and  that  they  will  effectually  block  a  deep 
and  excelleut  passage  to  the  north  of  the  Rattlesnake  yhoal. 

Acting  Master  West,  by  his  energy  and  zeal ;  Acting  Master  Bradbury, 
by  these  qualities,  added  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Charleston  Bar 
and  vicinity;  the  commanders  of  the  Pocahontas  and  Penguin,  by  boldly 
towing  with  their  ships  the  stone  vessels  in  very  shoal  water,  and  all 
attached  to  the  blockading  ships  here,  have  zealously  contributed  to 
bring  about  this  result.  The  chartered  steamers  Gahawba  and  Marion 
were  active  in  aiding  the  stone  vessels  during  the  gale  and  otherwise 
did  good  service. 

The  missing  bark  Peri  not  having  returned,  I  shall  to-morrow  send 
the  Penguin  to  the  S.  and  W.  in  search  of  her,  with  directions  to  be  back 
in  thirty-six  hours.    She  will  place  Messrs.  West  and  Bradbury  on  board 
the  Port  Eoyal  light-boat  if  it  should  not  interfere  with  her  mission. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Paerott, 

Commander. 
Flag-OfiQcer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  the  Southern  Blocl-ading  Squadron. 


BepoTt  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  sinking  of  the  fleet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  5,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  of  the  D.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  referring  to 
the  sinking  of  the  second  stone  fleet  in  Maflitt's  Channel,  dated  liGth 
ultimo. 
I  have  already  forwarded  the  report  of  Commander  Parrott. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  BlocMding  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  W^elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Xiientoi:ant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 

U,  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  January  26,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  have  finished  the  sinking  of 
the  stone  fleet  after  several  days  delay,  caused  by  a  heavy  gale  from 
the  N.  E.,  and  from  this  cause  it  may  be  possible  that  we  may  not  have 
placed  them  in  the  exact  line  desired,  but  I  can  confidently  state  that 
a  very  great  obsl ruction  has  been  placed  between  the  land  and  the 
Kattlesnake  Shoal,  and  several  of  the  ships  having  entirely  disappeared 
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will  render  the  attempt  to  pass  inside  of  the  Rattlesnake  Shoal  extremely 
hazardous.  As  an  instance,  we  were  compelled  to  back  this  vessel  astern 
to  get  clear  of  two  wrecks  sunk  near  us,  no  part  qf  them  being  visible 
but  their  head  booms. 

As  Commander  Parrott  has  made  a  report  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  sinking  of  the  second  division  of  the  stone  fleet,  I  will  do  no 
more  than  state  that  the  commendations  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Bradbury 
by  Captain  Davis  on  a  former  occasion  are  justly  due  on  this,  and  I 
commend  him  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  flag-ofQcer ;  and  I  would  add 
also  that  Mr.  West  exhibited  an  energy  and  skill  which  should  entitle 
him  to  the  warm  commendation  of  the  commander  in  chief;  and  it  would 
not  be  in  accordance  with  strict  justice  were  I  not  to  avail  myself  of 
this  occasion  to  state  that  Captain  Budd,  of  the  Penguin,  by  towing,  in 
his  own  vessel,  as  also  furnishing  boats  in  the  readiest  manner,  con- 
tributed very  materially  to  the  prompt  and  successful  execution  of  our 
duty.  I  can  not  refrain  from  adding  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Pocahontas  evinced,  as  I  have  ever  found  them  to,  an  energy  and  zeal 
not  excelled  by  any.  To  the  flag-offlcer's  favorable  notice  I  take  pride 
in  commending  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  riag-Officer  Su  Font,  V.  S.  N'avy ,  to  Lieutenant  Balch,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commending 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Focahontas. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  5, 1862. 
Sib:  I  have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  report  of 
the  sinking  of  the  stone  fleet  in  Maffitt's  Channel  and  expressing  my 
commendations  of  the  energy  and  zeal  displayed  by  the  oflScers  and 
crew  of  the  Pocohontas  under  your  skillful  guidance. 

Your  expression  of  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Bradbury 
and  West  and  of  Lieutenant-Commanding  Budd  affords  me  much  satis- 
faction. 

I  shall  forward  your  report  to  the  Department. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  B.  Balch, 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Gregory, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Western  World,  to  proceed  to  the 
execution  of  the  Department's  orders. 

U.  S.  Flag- Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hatter  as  Inlet,  January  21, 1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  weather,  in  your  judgment,  will  permit,  you 
will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Western  Woi-ld  under  your  command  and 
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execute  the  orders  from  the  Navy  Departmeut  under  which  you  left 
New  York  and  arrived  here. 

Chaplain  Gibson,  of  the  Army,  desires  to  take  passage  with  you. 
You  are  at  liberty  to  receive  him  ou  board. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   M.   GOLDSBOKOUGH, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Master  Geegokt, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Western  World. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Nicholson, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  21,  1862. 
SiE :  This  communication  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Sherwood, 
of  the  pilot  boat  George  W.  Blunt,  and  on  receipt  of  it  you  will  please 
return  at  once  with  the  Isaac  Smith  to  this  anchorage. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Commanding  V.  8.  8.  Isaac  8mith,  [8t.]  Helena  8ound. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  North 
Bdisto  River,  8outh  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Port  Royal,  8.  C,  January  21,  18112. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  the  15th  instant  a  jiarty 
of  seven,  headed  by  a  man  named  Magraw,  who  I  understood  has  been 
a  prisoner  and  was  released,  came  to  Edisto  Island  from  the  western 
side  and  took  some  200  bags  of  cotton,  carrying  it  to  the  mainland. 

As  stated  in  my  report  of  the  Sth  instant,  I  have  endeavored  to 
impress  u])on  the  negroes  the  necessity  of  obtaining  supjjlies,  and  for 
that  purpose  they  have  visited  the  plantation  of  John  Townsend,  which 
lies  within  range  of  an  Xl-inch  gun  from  near  the  usual  anchorage  at 
North  Edisto.  On  Sunday  (19th)  two  negroes  who  went  up  early,  and 
in  a  heavy  fog,  narrowly  escaped  being  shot  or  captured  by  a  party  of 
soldiers;  the  number  seen  was  estimated  at  20.  One  of  the  negroes 
was  shot  through  his  clothing.  As  soon  as  the  fog  cleared  away  I  took 
the  vessel  in  position  which  would  enable  us  to  see  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, and  as  no  signs  of  life  appeared,  did  not  throw  shells. 

It  is  understood  from  negroes  that  considerable  supi^lies  of  cotton 
may  still  be  found  on  Edisto  Island,  if  a  reconnoissance  in  force  should 
be  made.  If  that  is  not  contemplated,  or  its  occupation,  I  fear  the 
colony,  now  numbering  about  1,200,  will  be  in  want  of  food,  perhaps 
within  a  fortnight.  As  every  party  going  after  maize  will  have  to  be 
accompanied  by  armed  boat  crews  and  a  howitzer,  I  fear  collecting  food 
over  the  country  will  fall  below  or  hardly  exceed  the  consumption. 

The  bad  weather  and  the  absence  of  other  vessels  have  prevented 
taking  soundings  over  the  bar  and  forwarding  directions  for  crossing, 
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and  also  a  particular  examination  of  the  bar  ofl'  Stono,  if  it  could  have 
been  done  without  prejudice  to  the  duties  assigned  me. 

I  learn  from  the  negroes  that  they  have  small^quantities  of  cotton 
hidden  in  various  localities,  and  small  quantities,  unginned,  are  to  be 
found  on  nearly  all  of  the  plantations  on  Edisto  Island,  the  soldiers 
not  having  been  there  to  burn  the  cotton  houses  as  they  did  on  the 
opposite  shores  on  the  arrival  of  the  Pawnee,  accompanied  by  this  ves- 
sel. I  would  think  it  advisable  that  the  ofBcer  controlling  those  waters 
should  know  whether  it  is  desirable  to  induce  the  negroes  to  bring  the 
cotton  in,  and  to  gin  all  that  can  be  reached;  and,  if  so,  what  amount 
of  compensation  would  be  allowed  them  per  pound,  or  otherwise. 

It  is  understood  that  supplies  of  maize  are  much  needed  in  Charles- 
ton and  elsewhere.  I  have  accounts  of  several  lots  that  were  on  Wad- 
melaw  and  Johns  Island  having  been  removed,  and  think  the  incursions 
mentioned  on  Edisto  are  to  effect  the  same  object,  as  well  as  the 
removal  of  the  cotton  supposed  to  be  there. 

The  force  of  a  gunboat  is  so  limited  as  not  to  admit  of  landing  a 
formidable  party.  On  that  account  I  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to 
land,  and  do  not  intend  to  do  so,  except  from  time  to  time  in  the  imme- 
ate  vicinity  of  the  water,  for  the  protection  of  the  negroes  in  obtaining 
their  necessary  supplies.  You  will  perceive  how  advantageous  to  our 
purposes  a  reconnoissance  in  force  would  be,  even  if  continued  only  one 
or  two  days. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  as  indicating  the  changes  in  the  blacks,  that 
now  they  express  themselves  most  anxious  to  obtain  arms.  The  black 
man  who  has  general  superintendence  of  the  colony  wished  to  land  his 
forces  in  Eo'ckville  and  drive  the  soldiers  back,  expressing  the  utmost 
confidence  that  with  about  twenty  old  muskets  that  they  had  picked 
up,  many  of  them  with  flint  locks,  he  would  be  able  to  efiect  his  object. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Crusader,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ehind, 
off  Edisto  Bar  yesterday  morning,  the  Seneca  stood  out  and  piloted  her 
into  the  harbor,  barely  getting  in  before  a  dense  fog  set  in,  which  con- 
tinued until  it  was  not  possible  to  reach  Port  Eoyal  that  evening,  with 
the  strong  head  wind  then  blowing. 

At  5:30  a.  m.  of  to  day  we  were  underway  and  stood  up  to  White 
Point,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  on  board,  in  order  that  he  might 
see  certain  points  and  that  I  might  note  any  change  of  interest  for 
your  information.  We  found  no  guns  in  position,  but  a  body  of  horse- 
men, fifty  or  a  hundred  strong,  and  expended  three  Xl-iuch  shells  in 
getting  them  in  motion. 

Mr.  Black,  the  prisoner  who  was  sent  for  release,  appears  to  be  very 
much  dreaded  by  the  negroes ;  they  fear  his  being  able  to  communicate 
information  to  their  prejudice,  and  on  that  account,  much  against  my 
inclination,  I  continue  to  hold  him  on  board  this  vessel,  deeming  it 
prudent  that  he  should  be  held  until  a  force  is  sent  to  occupy  that 
point,  or  at  least  until  it  is  possible  for  you  to  spare  another  vessel. 

A  party  of  negro  men,  anxious  to  obtain  work,  asked  a  passage  to 
Port  Eoyal.  I  have  brought  them  and  their  families,  numbering  per- 
haps fifty  persons. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
I/ieutcnant,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Flag-OfBcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Commanding  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Temple,  V.  S.  Navy,  detaching  him  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  8. 
Flambeau.  * 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  22,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  a  dispatch  from  the  Navy  Department  of 
January  3,  followed  by  the  medical  opinion  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Olyiner, 
you  are  hereby  detached  from  the  coulmand  of  the  T7.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 
and  will  return  to  the  North  in  the  first  steamer,  reporting  yourself  by 
letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur  has  been  appointed  by  me  to 
relieve  you,  to  whom  you  will  transfer  the  command  of  the  Flambeau, 
with  such  information  as  to  the  condition  and  capabilities  of  the 
steamer  as  may  be  important  for  him  to  know. 

Though  only  attached  to  this  squadron  since  your  arrival  here  last 
evening,  I  have  read  with  interest  the  letters  you  have  submitted  to 
me  in  reference  to  your  important  mission  to  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
which,  I  doubt  not,  will  prove  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Department, 
I  regret  that  your  state  of  health  compels  you  to  relinquish  your 
command. 

Kespectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  G.  Temple, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flambeau,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Upshur,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  prepare  for  immediate  blockading  service. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  22,  1862. 
Sir  :  Ton  are  hereby  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Flam- 
beau, and  will  repair  on  board  without  delay  and  relieve  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Temple,  whose  state  of  health  compels  him  to  relinquish 
the  command. 

You  will  get  ready  for  immediate  blockading  service,  and  I  will  send 
you  orders  to  that  effect  in  a  few  hours. 
Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Flagship  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Upshur,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flambeau,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the  Charles- 
ton blockade. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  22,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  8.  Flambeau  under  your 
command  and  assume  the  blockade  of  Sto)io  Inlet,  which  may  be  called 
one  of  the  entrances  to  Charleston  Harbor. 
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As  Charleston  is  being  every  day  more  efi'ectively  closed  by  the 
blockading  ships  and  the  sinking  of  the  second  stone  fleet,  attempts 
will  be  made  to  get  ont  by  Stono.  The  bar  had  8^eet  at  low  water  in 
1856,  and  the  steamer  Carolina  has  recently  escaped.  Four  other  ves- 
sels (sailing),  generally  small,  are  loaded  at  Charleston  waiting  to  get 
out,  and  they  must  be  towed  by  the  rebel  war  steamers.  You  will 
therefore  be  as  vigilant  as  you  can,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  your 
vessel. 

Stono,  I  think,  is  strongly  fortified  on  both  banks.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Balch  was  last  there  and  reports  that  the  enemy  have 
one  or  two  guns  of  long  range.  Using  projjer  opportunities  you  may 
occasionally  communicate  with  the  force  off  Charleston.  Deserters 
have  come  off  from  Stono  to  our  ships,  and  I  would  keep  a  lookout  for 
boats. 

I  recommend  that  you  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  coast  and 
soundings  on  your  station.  The  Pocahontas  got  into  very  shoal  water 
and  touched  the  other  day. 

As  a  general  rule,  blockading  ships  should  not  chase  far  off  the  coast, 
as  it  consumes  coal,  unless  under  very  suspicious  circumstances. 

I  rely  ujjon  your  intelligence  and  zeal  in  carrying  out  these  instruc- 
tions. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Oifflcer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur,    • 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Flambeau,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  ^avy,  to  Commander  Missroon,  U.  8. 
lyavy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  ship  Savannah,  to  proceed  xcith  that  vessel  to 
Xew  York. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  23,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  your  communication  of  yesterday,  enclosing  a  report  from 
Surgeon  Mayo  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Savannah,  which  I  have 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Clymer. 

The  latter  informs  me  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  of  hope,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the  scurvy  can  be  eradicated  from 
the  ship  unless  she  goes  to  the  Xorth., 

1  would  not  deem  it  proper  to  expose  further  the  crew  in  the  arduous 
and  harassing  duty  of  blockading  at  this  tempestuous  season,  in  a 
sailing  ship. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to  New  York  without  unnecessary  delay 
and  report  your  arrival  there  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station. 

Some  cannon,  small  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  etc.,  now  on  board 
the  Savannah,  much  wanted  in  this  squadron,  you  will  please  deliver 
on  my  order  before  your  departure,  reserving  one  month's  supply  of  the 
latter  for  your  passage  home. 

Regretting  this  necessary  separation  of  yourself  and  ofticers  from  my 
command, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  J.  S.  3Jissi500N, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Savannah,  J'ort  Royal. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N'avy,  transmitting  report  of  Com- 
mander Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  regarding 
operations  in  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina,  January/  23  to  Feb- 
ruary 7,  186S. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  15,  1862. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  au  interesting  report  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  0.  Ehiud,  of  the  Crusader,  dated  Febru- 
ary 7,  detailing  proceedings  in  North  Edisto  since  the  departure  of  the 
Seneca.  General  Sherman  has  sent  a  small  regiment  of  soldiers  to 
North  Edisto. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dxj  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Oeusabee, 
North  Edisto,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  this  morning  by  the  Blunt  your  communication 
of  5th  instant,  with  the  mail  for  this  vessel. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Seneca  there  has  been  a  larger  addition  to 
the  colony  of  negroes  on  Botany  Bay  Island,  and  taking  the  number 
as  estimated  by  Lieutenant  Ammeu  at  that  time  at  1,000  to  1,100,  there 
must  be  at  present  at  least  1,400  collected  there. 

On  the  23d  instant  [ultimo]  word  was  brought  to  us  late  in  the  day 
that  some  Confederate  troops  had  landed  on  Edisto  Island  and  were 
moving  ofi"  and  shooting  the  blacks.  We  got  underway  at  once  and 
went  up  the  river;  found  about  100  to  150  blacks  collected  at  Point  of 
Pines  wharf;  dispatched  boats  from  the  colony  to  carry  them  down, 
and  proceed  up  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  Steamboat  Creek  and  fire 
some  shell  at  the  houses  where  the  troops  were  reported  to  be.  At 
dusk  anchored  again  at  Point  of  Pines,  where  another  party  of  blacks 
had  meantime  collected,  and  remained  there  until  they  had  all  escaped 
below.  Some  200  were  thus  added  to  the  colony.  Since  that  time  they 
have  been  constantly  coming  in  in  small  parties.  On  the  26th  we  went 
up  the  river  to  enable  the  blacks  to  collect  some  corn  at  the  plantations 
on  Steamboat  Creek.  I  went  into  the  creek  with  our  boats,  and  finding 
the  negroes  engaged  in  plundering  the  houses  instead  of  getting  corn 
I  ordered  them  all  off.  I  have  endeavored  to  check  their  propensity  to 
plunder,  but  with  only  partial  success.  On  the  3d  instant  (having 
previously  sounded  out  the  creek)  I  succeeded  in  getting  this  vessel 
into  Rockville  [Bohicket]  Creek,  and  anchored  her  at  about  1,300  yards 
from  the  village,  to  make  a  reconnoissance  of  the  place,  it  having  been 
made  known  to  us  that  the  enemy  were  occui)ying  it.  I  approached 
the  place  with  a  boat,  accompanied  by  a  large  flat  that  we  had  prepared 
to  carry  the  howitzer.  On  nearing  the  landing  we  were  fired  into,  our 
boats  having  their  ensigns  set.  We  returned  the  fire  with  the  howitzer, 
but  unfortunately  the  bows  of  the  flat  gave  away  at  the  second  dis- 
charge. Having  ascertained  all  that  I  desired  at  that  time,  the  boats 
were  ordered  to  return  to  the  vessel.  Owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the 
channel,  we  were  unable  to  spring  the  vessel  to  get  our  guns  to  bear 
until  nearly  sunset,  when  the  flood  tide  mtide.     As  she  swung,  we 
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threw  into  the  place  six  10-second  shell,  all  of  which  burst  in  and  about 
the  houses.  The  flat  is  being  again  refitted,  and  I  propose,  when  the 
tide  serves  at  the  proper  time  of  day,  to  reenter  the  creek  with  the  ves- 
sel and,  after  shelling  the  place,  to  destroy  it  by  fire.  I  learn  that 
there  are  about  150  troops  of  the  enemy  lodged  in  the  woods  in  the 
rear  of  the  village  and  that  they  have  three  guns  (fieldpieces,  I  judge). 
I  place  no  particular  reliance  on  the  information  afforded  by  the 
negroes,  but  1  have  satisfied  myself  that  the  place  is  made  use  of  as  a 
rendezvous  and  point  of  observation. 
On  the  4th  we  went  up  this  river  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Dawho. 

I  sounded  out  the  mouth  of  that  river  and  ascertained  that  vessels  of 

II  to  13  feet  draft  can  enter  it  sufficiently  far  to  land  a  force  abreast 
the  plantation  of  Legare,  where  a  constant  lookout  has  been  kept  by 
the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Ammen  threw  some  shell  at  them  there  the 
morning  he  left.  I  accompanied  him  on  that  occasion,  that  he  might 
point  ine  out  the  locality.  On  the  occasion  of  our  last  visit  I  saw  no 
signs  of  them  being  there,  but  observed  a  number  of  people  (said  to  be 
Confederate  cavalry)  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  at  Bear  Blufi^^. 

From  the  information  I  have  gathered  since  being  here  I  should  say 
that  a  force  landed  at  this  latter  point,  Legar6's,  could  easily  be  marched 
to  the  railroad,  the  distance  being  about  7  miles,  a  good  road,  crossing 
only  a  small  creek  where  there  is  a  bridge  (called  the  Togodo  Bridge). 
Having  no  map  of  the  country  hereabouts  and  but  an  imperfect  sketch 
of  the  river,  I  can  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  statement,  which  I 
get  from  a  negro,  an  intelligent  fellow,  who  formerly  lived  at  the  Legar^ 
place. 

The  negroes  on  Botany  Bay  Island  are  in  such  numbers  and  leading 
such  an  idle  and  improvident  life  here  that  I  fear,  uuless  they  are 
speedily  removed,  disease  and  want  will  appear  among  them.  At  pres- 
ent they  have  a  sufficiency,  but  I  have  learned  by  experience  with  them 
that  they  destroy  or  trade  away  much  of  their  provision.  If  I  go  any- 
where to  enable  them  to  collect  corn  or  potatoes,  they  begin  to  plunder 
the  houses  of  furniture  and  other  articles  entirely  useless  to  them. 

The  forts  evacuated  by  the  enemy  at  Botany  Bay  Island  and  Sea- 
brook  Point  remain  in  the  same  condition  as  left  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Ammen. 

This  vessel  is  altogether  unsuited  to  this  service.  We  have  no  pivot 
gun,  and  the  vessel  draws  too  much  water  to  navigate  the  numerous 
creeks.  With  a  draft  of  6  or  7  feet  and  a  few  good  pivot  guns  this 
country  can  be  easily  kept  clear  of  the  enemy. 

This  vessel  is  also  very  badly  supplied  with  ammunition.  We  had 
but  ten  10-second  fuzes  and  ten  15second  fuzes  in  the  ship.  We 
expended  all  but  six  of  the  10-second  the  day  we  entered  the  creek. 

I  respectfully  request  that  a  supply  of  10-second  shell  for  our  32- 
pounder  may  be  sent  us  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Our  expenditure  of  coal  here  amounts  to  little  over  a  ton  a  day. 
Very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhuo), 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-OflBcer  S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Commandinr/  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  I'ort  Royal, 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  means  for  insuring  an  effective  blockade. 

IsTavt  Depaktmenx,  January  25,  1862. 

Sm:  The  importance  of  a  rigorous  blockade  at  every  point  under 
your  command  can  not  be  too  strongly  impressed  or  felt.  By  cutting 
off  all  communication  we  not  only  distress  and  cripple  the  States  in 
insurrection,  but  by  an  effective  blockade  we  destroy  any  excuse  or 
pretext  on  the  part  of  foreign  governments  to  aid  and  relieve  those 
who  are  waging  war  upon  the  Government. 

There  is  a  manifest  desire,  if  not  determination,  in  certain  quarters 
to  break  the  blockade,  and  the  apology  therefor  will  be,  if  possible,  a 
want  of  vigilance  or  eflSciency  on  the  part  of  our  squadrons  in  guard- 
ing the  coast  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interdict  communication.  While 
confiding  to  your  practical  knowledge  and  judgment  the  disposition  of 
the  vessels  committed  to  you,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  warn  you  of 
the  diflBculty  alluded  to,  and  at  the  same  time  to  suggest  that,  except 
when  required  by  pressing  necessity,  there  should  not  be  a  concentra- 
tion of  vessels  at  any  given  point,  but  that  they  should  be  spread  so 
as  to  make  the  blockade  effective  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  coast 
under  your  supervision.  Most  of  the  important  points  are  well 
guarded,  though  occasionally  we  hear  that  a  vessel  has  run  the  block- 
ade in  bad  weather  or  in  darkness,  or  at  points  least  likely  to  attract 
attention.  Every  case  of  this  kind,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  is  noted 
and  laid  up  as  evidence  that  the  blockade  is  not  effective  and  therefore 
is  to  be  disregarded  by  those  governments  whose  subjects  may  become 
clamorous  for  supplies  from  the  States  blockaded. 

The  Department  is  aware  of  the  difficulties  you  are  compelled  to 
encounter;  it  has  been  gratified  with  the  ability  and  resources  which 
you  have  brought  into  requisition  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  I  wish  in  this  communication — warning  you  of  what  may 
be  apprehended  from  foreign  interference,  provided  there  is  any  want 
of  vigilance  or  effectiveness  in  any  quarter  in  keeping  up  a  rigid 
blockade — to  express  my  commendation  and  also  my  confidence  that 
you  will,  even  in  this  stormy  season,  with  such  as  is  at  your  disposition, 
interdict  communication  at  every  point,  and  thus  destroy  any  pretense 
for  breaking  or  attempting  to  break  the  blockade. 

As  fast  as  we  can  augment  our  force  or  spare  vessels  from  other 
points,  we  shall  endeavor  to  reinforce  your  command.  In  the  mean- 
time our  reliance  must  be  on  your  own  powers  and  capability  in  the 
squadron  that  you  have. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  lioyal,  S.  C. 


Joint  rcconnoissance  in   Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 
and  naval  engagement  January  28,  1863. 

Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Font,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmittiiig  detailed  report. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Koyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  8,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  been 
making  prei)aratious  for  some  time  past  for  the  attack  on  Fernandiua, 
by  calling  ill  the  appropriate  vessels  (which  involved  many  changes  in 
the  blockade)  and  by  filling  up  the  supplies  of  coal  and  provisions. 
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In  some  particulars  my  supply  of  ammunition  is  short,  but  a  move- 
ment like  that  which  I  have  now  in  contemplation  keeps  so  many  ves- 
sels idle  during  the  period  of  equipment  that  I  wilPnot  put  it  off  on  that 
account.  I  am  waiting  now  for  settled  weather.  A  brigade  under 
Brigadier-General  Wright  forms  part  of  the  exjjedition ;  and  it  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  General  Sherman  will  accompany  it 
himself. 

In  the  meantime  I  have,  in  conjunction  with  the  military  commander 
in  chief,  made  a  study  of  the  best  mode  of  cutting  oft'  the  communica- 
tion between  Fort  Pulaski  and  the  city  of  Savannah. 

For  this  purpose  military  and  naval  reconnoisance*  had  been  pushed 
in  boats,  on  the  east  side  through  Cooper  River,  Bull  Eiver,  and  Wall's 
Gut  into  Wright's  River;  and  on  the  west  side  into  Little  Tybee  Eiver, 
or  Freeborn's  Cut. 

Obstructions  were  met  with  in  Wall's  Cut,  consisting  of  a  double  row 
of  piles  and  a  hulk;  the  former  were  removed  by  the  army  sufficiently 
to  clear  the  passage. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  was  found  expedient  to  send  one 
or  more  gunboats  into  Wright's  River  to  make  a  careful  survey  of  the 
passage  around  Cunningham's  Point  into  Savannah  River,  and  a  survey 
also  of  Mud  River.  It  was  decided  by  General  Sherman  and  myself, 
in  conference,  to  make  a  simultaneous  movement  on  the  opposite  side 
through  Freeborn's  Cut  and  Wilmington  Narrows,  which  should  serve 
as  a  demonstration  to  cover  up  our  real  purpose  of  an  attack  on  Fer- 
nandina  and  as  a  reconnoissance  to  answer  the  following  enquiries: 
First,  whether  there  were  any  troops  or  batteries  on  that  side  of  Wil- 
mington Island ;  second,  whether  the  cut  or  narrows  was  navigable  for 
gunboats  with  facility;  third,  whether  the  channels  of  Savannah  River 
could  be  commanded  from  it,  or  whether  the  distance  across  the  inter- 
vening marsh  was. too  great;  fourth,  the  direction  and  termination  of 
this  creek  or  narrows  to  the  northward;  and,  lastly,  whether  gunboats 
could  lie  in  security  in  the  creek  without  the  efficient  support  of  troops 
and  guns  on  shore. 

To  carry  out  these  views,  two  of  the  regular  gunboats  and  four  of 
the  small  armed  steamers  were  placed  under  the  command  of  Fleet- 
Captain  C.  H.  Uavis,  who  was  accompanied  by  Commander  C.  R.  P. 
liodgers. 

The  transports  containing  the  troops  destined  for  Fernandina  accom- 
panied the  naval  detachment  and  were  left  at  anchor  in  Wassaw  Sound. 

For  the  circumstances  and  results  of  this  demonstration  and  recon- 
noissance, I  have  the  pleasure  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Davis,  accompanying  this  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  'Washington,  J).  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Captain  Davie,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  ezpedition. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  J,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
I  got  underway  on  Sunday  morning,  the  26th  ultimo,  and  sailed  from 

-  See  pp. 491-506. 
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this  harbor,  having  under  my  command  the  gunboat  Ottawa,  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  Stevens;  gunboat  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Amman ;  armed  steamer  Isaac  Smith,  LieutenaJnt  Commanding  Nichol- 
son; armed  steamer  PotomsAra,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough; 
armed  steamer  Ellen,  Master  Commanding  Budd;  armed  steamer  West- 
ern World,  Master  Commanding  Gregory,  and  the  two  armed  launches 
of  this  ship;  and  having  in  company  the  transports  Cosmopolitan,  Dela- 
ware, and  Boston,  on  board  of  which  were  the  Sixth  Connecticut,  the 
Fourth  New  Hampshire,  and  the  Ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  Kegi- 
ments;  in  all,  2,400  men,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  H.  G. 
Wright. 

Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers  accompanied  the  expedition. 

The  vessels  anchored  in  Wassaw  Sound  the  same  evening. 

On  Monday  morning  General  Wright  came  on  board  the  Ottawa,  in 
which  ship  I  was,  bringing  with  him  Major  Speidel,  commanding  the 
battalion,  and  Company  C,  of  the  Connecticut  Sixth.  He  also  sent  Com- 
I)any  D,  of  the  same  regiment,  on  board  the  Seneca,  where  Captain 
Rodgers  had  taken  up  bis  quarters.  The  commanding  officers  repaired 
on  board  by  signal,  when  the  plan  of  operations  was  explained  to 
them. 

Owing  to  the  shoalness  of  the  bar  and  channel,  it  was  not  until  half 
past  8  o'clock  that  I  entered  Little  Tybee  River,  or  Freeborn's  Cut,  and 
it  was  half  past  1  before  1  passed  Fort  Pulaski  at  the  nearest  point. 
The  fort  was  not  prepared  for  an  enemy  on  this  side,  and  did  not  fire 
into  the  vessels.  But  preparations  were  immediately  set  on  foot  to 
receive  us  on  our  return.  The  distance  is  that  of  a  long  range  with  a 
rifled  gun,  or  one  of  heavy  caliber. 

After  coming  up  with  and  passing  the  high  land  on  Wilmington 
Island,  the  farther  progress  of  the  gunboats  was  arrested  by  a  block- 
ade of  heavy  piles  driven  in  a  double  row  across  the  channel.  The 
vessels  were  anchored,  and  boats  were  dispatched  from  every  one  of 
them  to  examine  the  numerous  creeks  leading  to  the  river;  and  to  make 
a  reconnoissauce  of  the  main  stream  Captain  Rodgers  landed  with  the 
armed  launches  and  a  detachment  of  troops  to  scout  and  determine 
whether  there  were  then  or  had  been  any  batteries  or  guns  in  position 
on  this  eminence,  and  whether  there  were  marks  of  recent  occupa- 
tion by  troops.  The  regiment  of  City  Light  Guards,  from  Savannah, 
composed  of  very  young  j^ersons,  has  been  stationed  at  Screven's.  No 
earthworks  were  found,  but  traces,  were  discovered  of  horsemen,  who 
must  have  been  on  the  spot  very  lately. 

At  5  o'clock  the  Confederate  steamers,  five  in  number,  one  of  them 
carrying  the  square  flag  at  the  fore  (probably  Commodore  Tattnall's), 
came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  They  had  it  in  their  power 
to  choose  their  distance,  and  this  led  to  the  expectation  of  an  attack, 
but  the  night  passed  quietly. 

At  this  hour  Captain  Ammen  passed  the  marsh  and  cut  the  tele- 
graphic wire  leading  from  Fort  Pulaski  to  the  city. 

After  breakfast  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  28tb,  the  surveys 
and  examinations  were  renewed,  and  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  General 
Wright  for  taking  an  active  part  in  them  all,  and  forming,  from  personal 
examination,  his  conclusions  as  to  the  military  seizure  and  occupation 
of  Wilmington  Island,  to  which  General  Sherman  and  yourself  had 
called  my  particular  attention. 

At  11 :  15  the  five  steamers,  composing  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Tatt- 
nall, as  it  is  supposed,  attempted  to  pass  down  the  river  with  scows  in 
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tow.  Captain  John  Eodgers,  who  lay  at  anchor  in  Wright's  Eiver, 
and  myself  opened  lire  upon  them,  which  they  returned  with  spirit. 
The  result  of  the  engagement,  which  lasted  leae  than  half  [an]  hour, 
was  that  Commodore  Tattnall  and  one  of  his  squadron  were  driven  back. 
The  other  three  escaped  injury,  apparently,  and  made  good  their  pas- 
sage down  to  Fort  Pulaski. 

At  2  o'clock  the  latter  returned  up  the  river,  and  the  flriiig  was 
resumed.  They  had  waited  for  low  water,  and  were  so  well  protected 
by  the  banks  of  the  river,  while  we  ourselves  were  lying  in  a  natural 
trench  or  moat,  that  the  harm  inflicted  upon  them  was  entirely  dispro- 
liortionate  to  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended.  Their  shot,  which 
would  have  easily  reached  us  by  the  ricochet  on  the  water,  were  gen- 
erally spent  in  force  before  they  arrived  at  the  creek  in  which  we  were 
anchored.  We  have  been  told  by  a  contraband,  since  come  in,  that 
one  of  the  steamers  sunk  at  the  wharf  after  getting  to  the  city,  and 
we  could  see  with  our  glasses  that  some  of  our  shells  took  effect. 

The  practice  of  the  day  was  very  instructive.  At  4  o'clock  on  Wednes- 
day morning  I  came  down  the  narrows,  passing  the  range  of  Fort  Pulaski 
before  daylight;  and,  leaving  the  other  vessels  in  Wassaw  Sound,  I 
returned  to  this  place  by  the  way  of  Tybee  Koads  and  Calibogue  Sound. 

As  a  demonstration,  the  appearance  of  the  naval  and  military  forces 
in  Wilmington  and  Wassaw  Sound  has  had  complete  success.  Savan- 
nah was  thrown  into  a  state  of  great  alarm,  and  all  the  energies  of  the 
place  have  been  exerted  to  the  utmost  to  increase  its  military  defenses, 
for  which  purpose  troops  have  been  withdrawn  from  other  places. 

As  a  reconnoissance  the  results  are  satisfactory.  We  have  improved 
our  knowledge  of  these  obscure  and  intricate  passages.  We  have  ascer- 
tained that  Wilmington  Island  is  abandoned,  not  only  by  the  enemy's 
troops,  but  even  by  its  inhabitants;  that  this  cut,  or  narrows,  can  be 
navigated  by  gunboats  without  difficulty;  but,  on  account  of  the  width 
of  the  marsh  opposite  to  the  high  land  on  Wilmington  Island,  that  the 
channels  of  Savannah  Kiver  can  not  be  advantageously  commanded  from 
this  point  at  any  time,  and  especially  at  low  water;  that  gunboats  could 
not  lie  in  safety  in  any  part  of  the  narrows  unless  Wilmington  Island 
were  occupied  in  force,  on  account  of  the  advantages  it  ])ossesses  for 
constructing  masked  batteries  and  the  protection  it  aflbrds  to  riflemen 
and  skirmishers. 

In  the  event  of  my  arriving  at  an  unfavorable  conclusion  in  respect 
to  the  naval  occupation  of  this  passage,  you  directed  me  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  placing  in  it  some  obstructions  which  would  render  it 
useless  to  the  enemy.  In  this  respect  he  has  anticipated  our  wishes ; 
but  the  obstructions  can  be  removed  hereafter  if  desirable. 

During  the  engagement  of  Tuesday,  Colonel  Rosa,  commanding  at 
Tybee,  sent  an  aid  to  me  with  an  offer  of  additional  troops.  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  this  act  of  courtesy  and  dis- 
play of  public  spirit. 

While  all  communication  between  Captain  John  Eodgers,  in  Wright's 
Elver,  and  myself,  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  by  means  of  navy  signals, 
was  very  difficult  or  wholly  impossible,  the  communication  with  army 
signals  was  easy  and  perfect.  I  recommend,  therefore,  their  use'in  the 
naval  service. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  has  been,  as  always,  entirely 
satisfactory.  My  special  acknowledgments  are  due  to  General  Wright 
for  prompt  and  efficient  services  voluntarily  given ;  and  to  Commander 
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C.  E.  P.  Eodgers.  whose  zeal  in  the  public  service  and  superior  abilitj' 
render  his  aid,  wherever  directed,  a  most  valuable  accession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"         C.  H.  Davis, 
Fleet  Captain,  South  Atlantic  BlocMMng  Squadron. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Bu  Pont,  U.  S.  ifavy, 

Comclg.  South  Atlantic  Blocltading  Squadron,  Port  lioyal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  means  for  landing  troops. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps,  January  26,  1862. 
CoMMODOEE:  In  consequence  of  the  wants  of  this  depot  and  the 
number  of  boats  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  send  to  Wall's  Out,  it  is 
my  duty  to  inform  you  that  it  is  impossible  to  supply  the  land  forces  of 
the  expedition  to  cooperate  with  Captain  Davis  with  any  means  of 
landing  whatever.  The  landing  of  our  troops,  therefore,  must  rest 
with  the  Navy,  if  they  are  to  be  landed.  I  know  of  no  other  resource, 
and  it  must  rest  with  you  to  say  whether  it  can  be  done  or  not.  I  regret 
this  want  of  means  on  our  part,  but  the  boats  I  have  had  ordered  here 
have  not  arrived. 


Very  respectfully. 


Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

.     Commanding  Squadron,  etc 


T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Letter  of  thanks  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Rosa,  IT.  S.  Army,  for  offer 

of  assistance. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  10,  1862. 
Colonel  :  It  has  been  reported  to  me  by  Captain  Davis,  fleet  cai)tain 
of  my  squadron,  that  during  the  affair  between  the  gunboats  under  his 
command  and  the  flotilla  of  Commodore  Tattnall,  you  sent  one  of  your 
aids  to  him  with  an  offer  of  assistance. 

I  beg,  colonel,  that  you  will  accept  my  warmest  thanks  for  this  act 
of  military  courtesy,  and  also  that  you  will  believe  that  this  new  man- 
ifestation of  the  cordial  spirit  of  fellowship  which  has  uniformly 
existed  between  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  and  their 
companions  in  arms  on  shore  affords  me  great  gratification. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Colonel  liUDoLPH  Rosa, 

46th  Regt.,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  Gomdg.  Military  Forces  at  Tybee. 


Eeport  of  Brigadier-General  Wright,  V.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  January  29,  1862. 
Captain:  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  the  general  command- 
ing, dated  on  the  ::ilst  and  2,5th  instant,  1  proceeded  on  the  morning  of 
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the  26tb,  with  the  transports  carryiug  my  commaud,  in  company  with 
the  gunboats,  to  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  where  we  arrived  and  anchored 
about  2  o'clock  the  same  day.  The  naval  portioc  of  the  expedition, 
commanded  by  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  (J.  S.  Navy,  was  composed 
of  the  gunboats  Ottawa,  Captain  T.  H.  Stevens;  the  Seneca,  Captain 
Ammen;  the  Isaac  Smith,  Captain  Nicholson;  the  FotomsM,  Captain 
Watniough;  the  Ullen,  Captain  Budd;  the  Western  World,  Captain 
Gregory,  and  two  armed  launches,  with  their  crews,  from  the  Wabash, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  C.  E.  P.  Eodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 

It  was  arranged  between  Captain  Davis  and  myself  that  two 
companies  of  troops  should  be  placed  on  board  the  gunboats,  and  that 
the  latter  should  proceed  to  reconnoiter  the  passage  known  on  our 
maps  as  Wilmington  Narrows.  Accordingly  the  next  morning,  the 
troops  having  been  taken  on  board,  the  gunboats  proceeded  up  the 
narrows,  leaving  the  transports  at  anchor  in  the  sound.  I  accompanied 
Captain  Davis  in  the  Ottawa.  No  obstruction  to  our  progress  was  met 
with,  or  any  sigus  of  an  enemy  discovered,  before  reaching  a  position 
in  the  narrows  between  the  plantations  marked  on  our  sketches  as 
Screven's  and  Gibson's.  At  this  point  the  passage  forks,  and  it  was 
discovered  that  the  one  leading  to  the  right  was  obstructed  by  a  double 
line  of  piling  of  heavy  timber,  near  which  we  anchored. 

Soon  after  anchoring  I  went  on  shore  with  Captain  Eodgers,  of  the 
Navy,  to  examine  the  lower  of  the  three  plantations,  taking  with  us,  to 
cover  the  landing,  the  two  large  launches,  each  carrying  a  boat  how- 
itzer, and  to  serve  as  skirmishers  after  landing,  20  men  from  the  troops 
were  taken  to  act  in  connection  with  the  launches'  crews,  which  were 
armed  with'rifles.  The  place  was  found  to  be  utterly  deserted,  with  no 
evidence  of  its  having  been  occupied  for  weeks  and  perhaps  months. 
All  the  movable  property  of  every  description  had  been  carried  off.  No 
signs  of  life  were  visible.  Soon  after  our  return  on  board,  however,  a 
party  of  some  live  or  six  men  were  seen  from  one  of  the  gunboats,  who 
were  dispersed  by  a  shot  from  the  vessel. 

The  following  morning,  the  28th,  I  started  in  a  small  boat  with 
Lieutenant  Barnes,  of  the  Wabash,  temporarily  with  the  launches,  to 
examine  the  narrows  above  the  piles.  Lieutenant  Barnes  had  been 
over  the  same  ground  the  evening  before,  with  the  black  pilot,  Isaac,  to 
a  point  which  the  latter  represented  as  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
entrance  into  St.  Augustine  Creek.  We  proceeded  a  little  farther  only, 
as  we  came  to  fast  land,  where  it  was  probable  that  pickets  would  be 
stationed,  and,  as  we  confidently  believed,  close  to  the  junction  of  the 
two  creeks.  The  banks  up  to  this  point  were  of  soft  mud,  rendering  it 
impracticable  to  land,  and  overgrown  with  high  grass,  which  made  it 
difficult  to  see  the  surrounding  country.  We  took  carefully  the  bear- 
ings of  the  different  reaches  of  the  creek,  and,  as  often  as  we  could  see 
them,  of  surrounding  objects.  The  soundings  nowhere  showed  a  less 
depth  of  water  than  20  feet,  and  the  width  is  sufficient  for  any  of  the 
gunboats.  The  piling  above  referred  to  was  therefore  the  only  obstacle 
to  the  passage  of  the  gunboats  so  for  as  we  penetrated,  and  this  it  is  no 
doubt  practicable  to  remove. 

Just  as  we  were  preparing  to  return  we  perceived  the  rebel  gunboats, 
five  in  number,  coming  down  from  Savannah,  and  soon  after  reaching 
our  vessels  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  within  the  Savannah  Eiver.  Our 
gunboats  at  once  opened  fire,  as  did  those  under  the  command  of 
Captain  John  Eodgers,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Savannah  Eiver.  The 
leading  rebel  boat,  bearing  a  flag-offlcer's  pennant,  was  soon  apparently 
quite  disabled,  and  turning  back,  made  her  way  slowly  to  Savannah  in 


528        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQDADKON. 

company  with  oue  of  the  others.  The  remaining  three  proceeded  on 
to  Fort  Pulaski.  All  were  represented  to  have  had  barges  in  tow. 
In  the  afternoon,  while  Captain  Eodgers  an«l  myself  were  ou  shore  at 
the  plantation  of  Screven  and  Gibson,  the  three  rebel  boats  last 
referred  to  returned  up  the  river,  and  the  firing  recommenced,  but  the 
boats  got  past  apparently  without  serious  damage  and  reached  Savan- 
nah. This  firing,  though  no  part  of  the  plan,  was  very  instructive  in 
connection  with  any  project  for  cutting  ofi"  Fort  Pulaski  by  batteries  on 
Wilmington  Island  or  by  gunboats  lying  at  or  below  the  obstructions. 
It  showed  conclusively  to  my  mind  that  steamers  might  run  the  gantlet 
not  without  danger,  but  without  any  serious  risk,  even  under  so  heavy 
and  well-directed  a  fire  as  that  delivered  by  our  gunboats.  The  posi- 
tion from  which  to  cut  off  communication  between  the  fort  and  Savan- 
nah by  way  of  the  river  must  therefore  be  sought  higher  up. 

The  plat  of  the  courses  of  the  stream  would  indicate  that  it  empties 
directly  into  the  Savannah  Eiver,  and  not  into  St.  Augustine  Greek, 
as  had  been  supposed,  and  other  circumstances  would  seem  to  confirm 
this  conclusion,  though  contrary  to  some  of  the  evidence  obtained. 
However  this  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  stream  we  followed 
gradually  approaches  the  river,  from  which  it  can  be  separated  only  by 
a  narrow  strip  of  marsh  at  the  point  reached  by  us  in  the  boat.  A 
position  might  therefore  be  taken  up  by  the  gunboats,  after  removing 
the  obstructions,  from  which  the  river  might  be  commanded,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  headland  alluded  to  as  just  above  the  point 
reached  by  us  would  permit  the  establishment  of  a  battery  which  would 
command  both  the  St.  Augustine  Creek  and  the  Savannah  River. 

Wilnfington  Island,  as  a  simple  military  position,  is,  in  my  judgment, 
of  no  importance  whatever,  and  any  troops  landed  there  could  be  of  no 
real  service.  But  should  it  be  decided  to  cut  off  all  communication  by 
the  Savannah  River,  either  by  gunboats  stationed  above  or  by  the 
establishment  of  the  battery  alluded  to,  or  by  both,  then  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  island  becomes  a  matter  of  high  importance,  as  in  this  way 
only  can  the  line  of  communication  with  our  base  be  kept  open.  Should 
it  therefore  be  decided  to  intercept  the  river  communication  in  this 
way,  or  to  use  the  passage  in  any  ulterior  movements  on  Savannah,  I 
would  recommend  the  occupation  of  the  island  in  force,  otherwise  not. 
The  portion  of  the  island  above  Gibson's  is  marshy  for  U  to  2  miles 
back  from  the  bank  of  the  creek,  and  therefore  no  battery  could,  I 
think,  be  established  by  the  enemy  at  any  point  above  Gibson's  which 
could  seriously  annoy  our  gunboats.  The  portion  of  the  island  below 
the  plantation  is  also  marshy. 

Having  made  the  reconnoissaucc  as  above  detailed,  the  gunboats 
returned  to  Wassaw  Sound,  and  after  consultation  with  Captain  Davis, 
whose  orders  required  him  to  return  and  report,  I  thought  it  best  to 
return  with  him  and  report  in  person.  I  accordingly  arrived  here  in  the 
Ottaica  iiust  before  sunset  this  evening,  leaving  the  transports  and  the 
three  other  gunboats  at  anchor  in  the  sound.    I  should  have  stated  our 

nearest  approach  to  Fort  Pulaski  was  within  long  range — say  2  miles 

while  the  distance  from  tlie  fort  to  our  anchorage  near  the  obstructions 
was  much  gi'eater  and  entirely  beyond  range. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Captain  L.  H.  Pklouzk, 

AsHl.  Adjt.  Gen.,  JIdqrs.  Erped'y  Corpis,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Font,  U.  8. 
f{avy,  announcing  the  departure  from  St.  John,  Neio  Brunswick,  of  the 
schooner  Success.  * 

Navy  Department,  January  27,  1862. 
Sir:  Tlie  U.  S.  consul  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  telegraphs  to 
the  Department  that  schooner  Success,  81  tons,  has  cleared  for  Nassau, 
and  will  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  at  some  point  on  the  South  Caro- 
lina coast  between  the  4th  and  8th  of  February. 

The  small  steamers  of  your  squadron  which  require  repairs,  that  are 
not  heavy,  and  can  be  effected  without  their  going  to  a  navy  yard,  had 
better  be  s^nt  to  Baltimore.  Carpenter  J.  McDonnell,  U.  S.  Navy,  is 
stationed  there  to  place  the  vessels  in  the  hands  of  proper  parties  and 
to  give  his  attention  to  the  repairs. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Purviance,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S,  ship  St.  Lawrence  to  proceed  north  for  sup- 
plies. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  27,  18(12. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  without  unnecessary  delay  with  the 
St.  Lawrence  under  your  command  to  Hampton  Koads  and  report  to 
Flag-Oificer  Goldsborough,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  for  a  renewal 
of  your  supplies. 

Such  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions  as  may  be  wanted  in  this 
squadron  you  will  please  deliver  on  my  order;  of  the  latter  you  will 
retain  one  month's  supi)ly. 

liespectfully,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer 
Captain  H.  Y.  Purviance, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence,  Port  Royal. 

Note. — Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  sui)plies  at  Hampton 
Koads,  the  above  order  [is]  so  far  mbditied  that  you  will  i)roceeri  to 
New  York  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Paulding,  commanding  U.  S. 
Naval  Station,  New  York. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  iJn  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  assignment  of  the  TJ.  S.  bark  Restless  to  his 
command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Roy  id  Harbor,  January  28,  1862. 
Sir:  I  send  you  the  armed  bark  fte.vi/e.vs,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Edward  Conroy,  commanding,  for  blockade  duty. 

Please  dispose  other  to  the  best  advantage,  and  if  you  deem  it  advisa- 
ble she  may  proceed  to  Bull's  Bay,  or  relieve  the  Roebuck  off  Charleston,  ^ 
if  it  should  be  necessary  that  the  latter  return  to  this  port. 
N  w  R — VOL  12 M 
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Tbe  Penguin  will  leave   here  to-morrow.      Please  furnish   tlaptain 
(Jonroy  with  a  list  of  suspected  vessels. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  ■»       S.  F.  \)v  Pon'J', 

Flag  Officer. 
Oommauder  E.  G.  Pahbott, 

U.  S.  IS.  Augusta,  Oominandiny  Blockading  Force  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag  Officer  D^i  Pont,  U.  S.Nai-y,  to  Acting  Volunteer  J Aeutenant 
(Jonroy,  U.  iS.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  baric  Mestlens,  to  proceed  to 
bloclcade  duty  off  Charleston  Bar. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  28,  1S62. 
SiE:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  armed  bark  Restless  under 
your  command  ofl'  Oliarleston  Bar  and  report  to  Commander  Parrott, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Avgusta,  for  blockading  duty. 

Enclosed  are  certain  papers  for  your  consideration.      Commander 
Parrott  will  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  sus])ected  vessels. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Dv  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Edwabd  Conkot, 

Armed  Bark  Restless,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  J)u  Pont,  If.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Voln nicer  Lieutenant 
Nickels,  U.  IS.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Onward  to  proceed  to  the 
blockade  off  8t.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wahash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  January  38,  1863. 
SiE:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  armed  sailing  vessel  Onward 
under  your  command  to  the  blockade  of  St.  Simon's,  cruising  between 
that  point  and  Fernandina,  communicating  with  Commander  Le  Koy, 
of  the  Keystone  State,  ofl' Fernandina,  and  with  Lieutenant  Commanding 
McCauley,  of  the  Flag,  off  St.  Simon's,  receiving  from  either  or  both  of 
these  ofiicers  such  information  as  might  be  desirable  in  the  execution 
of  your  duties. 
Enclosed  herewith  are  certain  papers  for  your  consideration. 
Eespectfullv,  etc., 

".  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels, 

Commanding  the  Onward,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmit- 
ting consular  information  regarding  the  arrival  of  blockade  runners  at 
Nassau,  Netc  Providence. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Jauary  38,  18H3. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  two  dispatches,  dated, 
respectively,  January  1!)  and  20,  received  to  day  from  the  U.  S.  consul 
at  Nassau  (New  Providence). 
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The  Department  regrets  to  notice  tbe  continued  infraction  of  the 
blockade  by  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents  through  the  apparent  negli- 
gence or  inattention  of  the  officers  of  the  blockading  squadron. 

The  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  is  si)ecially  invited  to  the 
statement  of  Consul  Whiting  respecting  Captain  Temple. 

I  will  thank  you  to  return,  the  dispatches  when  you  have  made  such 
use  of  them  as  you  think  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  yiawABD. 
Hon.  (r.  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  tkv  iVwr.i/. 

[Kin'loNiires.] 

\j.  S.  Consulate, 
Nanisau,  New  Providence,  January  ]9,  \1B(>2]. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  departure  this  morning 
of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Flambeau,  Temple,  commanding,  for  Port  Koyal, 
S.  C. 

Wliile  I  am  writing,  the  rebel  steamer  Carolina  (now  Kate),  Lock- 
wood,  master,  which  arrived  yesterday  from  Charleston,  is  lying  along- 
side of  the  ship  Uliza  Bonsall,  tAkiug  on  board  the  remainder  of  the 
cargo  destined  for  the  rebel  States. 

The  Isabel,  or  Ulla  Warley,  took  part  of  the  same  ship's  cargo  some 
weeks  since  (and  has  safely  reached  Charleston)  while  the  Flambeau  was 
lying  here. 

The  Gladiajor,  steamer,  is  also  transshipping  her  arms,  I  am  told,  at 
Cochrane  Anchorage,  10  miles  from  Nassau. 

The  Gnrolina,  while  coming  up  this  harbor  yesterday,  ran  between 
the  Fliza  Bonsall  and  the  Flambeau,  and  dipped  her  colors  (rebel)  to 
the  Confederate  ally;  and  Captain  Temple  said  in  this  consulate,  and 
in  the  presence  of  several  American  captains,  that  "had. he  seen  it  he 
would  have  answered  the  salute."  Dip  the  stars  and  stripes  to  the 
reb(  1  rag!  I  told  hjm  that  I  would  sooner  hack  my  hand  off  than  be 
guilty  of  such  an  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Consulate, 
Nassau,  New  Prondence,  January  20,  1802. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on  the 
14th  instant,  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Flambeau,  Temple,  commander,  from 
Key  West,  FJa. ;  all  well. 

I  can  not  but  think  that,  with  proper  management,  the  rebel  steamers 
Isabel  and  Gordon,  which  are  reported  to  have  run  the  blockade,  might 
have  easily  been  captured,  as  they  were  both  lying  here,  ready  for  sea, 
when  the  Flambeau  left  for  Key  West. 

Tlie  (;apture  of  one  or  both  of  these  vessels  would  have  been  a  trench- 
ant blow  to  Bahama  secession. 

The  British  steamer  Gladiator  is  lying  10  miles  from  Nassau,  at  the 
Cochrane  Anchorage,  where  she  has  been  for  a  week.  She  is  far  removed 
from  my  espionage,  and  might  transship  her  cargo  with  little  risk  of 
detection,  though  I  am  watching  her  as  closely  as  1  can. 
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The  rebel  schooner  Garibaldi  arrived  here  on  the  10th  instant  with 
turpentine,  from  JacksoTiville.  Fia. 

On  the  18th  instant  the  fast  steamer  (rebel)  Carolina  came  in  direct 
from  Charleston,  with  the  secession  rag  displayed  at  her  peak. 

She  has  come  for  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Eliza  Bon- 
mil,  and  brings  a  full  load  of  cotton  to  coniplete  that  vessel's  lading 
lor  Europe. 

We  do  not  need  descendants  of  English  nobility  now  to  command 
our  steamers  and  gunboats  as  much  as  we  do  good,  loyal,  vigilant 
seamen. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  ]).  C. 


Letter  frovi,  Bri</adier-Geiteral  Sherman,  l'.  S.  Navi/,  to  Flag-Offiver 
Dii  Pont,  U.  S.  JWci'i/,  regarding  the  rejwrted  lack  of  water  at  Fort 
Pulaski. 

January  29,  1862. 
CoJiMODOKK :  If  you  can  be  ready  by  12 :  30  o'clock,  I  think  we  will 
go  then,  or  any  other  hour  you  may  set. 

A  deserter  came  in  from  Pulaski  last  evening  and  reports  six  mouths' 
])rovisious  there,  but  no  water;  says  (ieneral  Lee  went  down  there  yes- 
terday to  inspect  and  was  left  in  the  work. 
Yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Shbkman, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Report  of   Commander  Marchand,  If.  S.  Navy,  commanding    U.  S.   S. 
James  Adger,  regarding  the  readiness  of  that  vessel  for  sea. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adgek,  January  31,  JS6:^. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  ship  is  in  all  respects 
ready  for  sea. 

The  small  amount  of  coal  here  has  prevented  our  tilling  the  bunkers; 
there  are  205  tons  on  board. 
From  experience,  we  have  thirteen  days'  fuel  for  blockading  purposes. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commander. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blocluding  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Ihi  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  restricting  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  vessels  and  the  plantations  in  their 
vicinity. 

(iBNEUAL  Orders,  i  Flagship  Wabash, 

No.  7.  )  Port   Royal  Harbor,  February  1,  1862. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  attached  to  this  squadron 
will  give  special  attention  to  all  intercourse  between  the  men  under 
their  command  and  the  various  plantations  in  their  vicinity. 
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No -stock  or  provisions  of  auy  kind  must  be  taken  witliout  paying  a 
fair  price  for  the  same  to  the  negroes. 

No  boat  from  auy  of  the  ships  of  the  squadronVau  be  permitted  to 
land  anywhere  but  at  Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head  without  a  pass  from 
the  fleet  captain. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Dit  Pont,  U.  IS.  Navy,  regafding  vessels  under  his 

command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  IS.  C,  February  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  storeships  Courier,  Release, 
and  Relief  are  now  at  this  port,  but  the  Relief  will  leave  early  to-mor- 
row for  New  York.    The  storeship  Supply  has  never  been  at  Port  Koyal. 
The  U.  S.  steamers   Crusader,  Flambeau,  Norwich,  Keystone  State, 
Western   World,  Siimpter,  and  the  armed  sailing  vessels  Restless  and 
Omrard  have,  also  joined  this  squadron  and  are  engaged  in  blockading 
duty. 

Hereafter  I  shall  not  fail  to  report  regularly  the  arrival  of  vessels  on 
the  station  under  my  command,  which  heretofore,  in  the  case  of  the 
storeships,  has  been  uncon.sciously  overlooked. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  JDu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Manton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  storeship  Relief  to  return  to 
Neiv  I'orlx. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  2,  1862. 
SiE:  The  Relief  h&wing  delivered  her  stores  at  this  port  to  the 
squadron,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  to  New  York,  and  on  your 
arrival  there  report  yourself  to  the  flag-ofHcer  commanding  the  U.  S. 
Naval  station,  New  York. 

Eespectfullv,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  B.  D.  Manton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Relief  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,   11.  S.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Truxtun, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  promising  a  steamer  for  the  use  of  the  latter. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  3,  1862. 
Sm:  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  February  2,  giving  the 
information  that  the  enemy  appear  to  be  gaining  confidence,  and  have 
returned  to  South  Edisto  Island  and  Governor  Aiken's  plantation. 
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I  will  seiid  you  »  steamer  as  soon  as  I  can  spare  one.     I  ain  gratified 
to  find  that  you  are  using  all  diligence  and  zeal  in  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy.  ^ 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dtt  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun, 

GoMtnanding  V.  S.  Slooj)  Dale. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  urging  vigilance  in  the  maintenance  of  the  blockade  of  Gharlexton, 
8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Eoyal  Harbor,  February  .5,  1802. 
Sir:  I  send  the  C  S.  S.  Sumpter,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pattison, 
to  Charleston  for  blockading  duty.    You  will  please  send  the  Poca- 
hontas to  this  port  immediately. 

Is  there  any  probability  of  running  the  blockade  at  Bull's  Bay!  If 
so,  try  to  send  a  vessel  there. 

Please  furnish  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pattison  with  a  list  of  sus- 
pected vessels,  and  add  thereto  the  schooner  Success,  which  has  cleared 
from  St.  John's  for  !Nassan  and  will  be  ofi'  the  coast  between  the  4th 
and  8th  of  this  month. 

I  will*  send  you  another  vessel  soon.    Please  use  the  utmost  vigilance 
in  maintaining  the  blockade,  as  I  am  much  pressed  by  the  Department 
on  this  subject  for  fear  of  foreign  complications. 
EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  l)u  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Commander  E  G.  Parrott, 

U.  8.  8.  Augusta,  Gomdg.  Blockading  Force  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Pattison,  V.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  F.  8.  8.  8umpter,  to  report  for  duty  of  Charleston, 
8.  G.  M  , 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  3,  1862. 
Sir:  Ton  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  under  your 
command  tomorrow  morning  ott'  Charleston  and  report  to  Commander 
Parrott  for  blockading  duty. 

Enclosed  are  certain  papers  for  your  consideration.  Captain  Parrott 
will  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  vessels  suspected  of  the  intention  to  run 
the  blockade. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  l)Ti  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
liieutenant  Commanding  Pattison, 

V.  8.  8.  Sumpter,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston, 
regarding  condition  of  affairs  on  that  station. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  February  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  send  to  Port  Royal  t^ie  Focahontas,  in  compliance  witli  your 
instructions  just  received  by  tbe  Sumpter. 

I  have  sent  the  Restless  to  blockade  Bull's  Bay,  as  the  supplies  of 
tlie  Roebuck  will  enable  her  to  remain  here  until  some  time  in  March. 

We  are  all  doing  our  best  to  "  maintain  the  blockade."  The  other 
vessel  which  you  propose  sending  me  will,  I  think,  make  the  number 
quite  sufficient,  at  least  until  we  have  evidence  of  the  use  again  by  the 
insurgents  of  the  southern  channels.  I  purpose  anchoring  her  to  the 
southward  and  inshore  of  the  Roebtick. 

I  have  discovered  no  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  The  French  man- 
of-war  dispatch  vessel  Renaudin,  from  Havana,  anchored  here  on  the 
21st  ultimo.  She  asked  permission  to  communicate  with  the  French 
consul  and  enquired  if  she  would  be  allowed  to  visit  Port  Koyal.  I 
answered  in  the  afiirmative  in  both  cases,  but,  the  late  gale  coming  on, 
she  left  without  communicating.  As  she  resembled  very  much  the 
privateer  Sumter,  1  took  measures  to  identify  her  with  certainty. 

About  300  infantry  and  a  company  of  cavalry  are  often  seen  drilling 
near  Fort  Moultrie.  To  day  three  small  steamers  were  employed  in 
conveying  troops  from  Fort  Sumter  to  the  city.  They  may  be  intended 
for  reinforcements  for  Savannah. 

A  steam  tug  and  a  pilot  boat  have  several  times  stood  down  the 
main  ship  channel  along  Morris  Island  and  sent  out  boats  to  sound, 
keeping  out  of  range.  But  as  these  demonstrations  were  conducted 
with  ostentation  and  firing  of  guns,  I  have  considered  them  a  ruse  to 
draw  off  our  ships  from  the  observation  of  the  northern  channels. 

As  we  liave  had  little  occasion  to  move  lately,  1  think  our  coal  will 
still  last  some  eight  days. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I E.  G.  Parrott,] 
Commander  and  Senior  O^icer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  Dv  Pont. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  tn  Fluff-Officer  Ihi  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
forwarding  consular  information  regarding  the  Confederate  ship  Wir- 
temberg. 

Navy  Department,  February  5,  1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
dated  the  17th  ultimo,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool,  relative  to  the  ship  Wirtemberg,  then  lying 
at  Sunderland. 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Liverpool,  January  17,  1862. 
Sir:  Referring  to  the  information  contained  in. my  last,  that  two 
cases  of  rifled  cannon  had   been  sent  by  Fawcett  &  Preston,  of  this 
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town,  to  Sunderland,  I  have  further  to  inform  you  that  they  arrived  at 
their  destination  and  were  delivered  to  Mr.  James  Loring. 

The  vice-consul  also  states  that  there  waasa  Southern  ship  lying  at 
Sunderland  called  the  Wirtemberg,  which  had  come  there  from  London 
without  papers.  I  find  by  the  records  of  this  oflQce  that  the  ship  Wir- 
temberg was  here  in  November,  1860;  was  registered  at  New  Orleans, 
and  owned  by  persons  residing  there,  and  Taylor  &  Merrick,  of  New 
York,  839  tons. 

Large  quantities  of  muskets  are  being  constantly  sent  to  Africa.  I 
notice  that  a  great  many  rifles  go  also.  It  would  not  be  an  improbable 
thing  for  Southern  agents  to  connect  at  some  point  and  transship  them 
to  the  South. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•Thos.  H,  Dudley, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  \V.  H.  Seward. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offlcer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S. 
Xavy,  regarding  the  proposed  occupation  of  North  Udisto,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  February  5, 1862, 
Sir:  I  herewith  send  you  the  mail  for  the  Crusader.    Owing  to  cir- 
cumstances, 1  have  not  been  able  to  send  another  vessel  to  North 
Edisto,  tout  as  soon  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  so  it  shall  be  done. 

In  the  meantime  I  desire  that  you  will  keep  a  close  watch  upon  all 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  inform  me  of  the  condition  of  the  con- 
trabands of  the  colony  on  Botany  Bay  Island. 

The  possession  of  North  Edisto  is  of  great  importance,  and  I  liave 
the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  commanding  general  will,  in  a 
short  time,  send  a  regiment  there  for  future  joint  operations. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  0.  Rhind, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crusader. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Mars,  of  Fernandino,  Fla.,  February  5, 

1862. ' 

Beport  of  Commandei  Le  Boy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  11.  S.  S.  Keystono  State. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Amelia  Island  Light-House, 

n.  w.  j  w.,  6^  or  7  miles  distant, 
Lat.  30°  07'  N.,  Long,  81°  22'  W.,  Wednesday,  February  5,  1862, 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  making  a  schooner  close  into  the  land  to  the 
southward  of  Fernandina  this  morning  at  8  o'clock,  beating  up  toward 
Feruandina,  and  on  nearing  and  firing  a  gun  she  hove  about  and  stood 
toward  me,  hoisting  British  colors.  When  she  hove  about  she  was 
within  1  or  2  miles  of  the  beach,  and  on  boarding  her  she  proved  to  be 
the  British  schooner  Mars,  of  and  for  Halifax,  |Nova  Scotia],  from 
Inagua,  laden  with  salt.     Crew,  six  in  number,  with  one  passenger, 
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Mr.  Palmer  Thomas.  Eegardingf  the  i)roxiiuity  of  the  Marn  to  an  iusur 
rectiouary  port  as  very  suspicious,  aud  her  muster  statinj,'  lie  was  bound 
to  Hiilifax,  I  had  him  brouglit  on  board,  when  he  pi»oduced  a  letter  from 
his  owner  directing  him  to  proceed  to  the  westward  and  communicate 
with  some  of  the  blockading  vessels  and  ascertain  if  two  Southern 
ports  had  been  opened  to  foreign  trade.  I  thought  it  advisable  to  put 
au  officer  (Acting  Master  Eedman)  and  several  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel 
on  board  the  Mars  and  refer  her  captain  (he  retaining  command  of  his 
vessel)  to  yourself  for  the  desired  information,  believing  the  letter  and 
orders  a  subterfuge  in  the  event  of  falling  in  with  one  of  our  cruisers. 
1  have  nothing  of  further  interest  to  report.  The  Mars  being  the  only 
vessel  I  have  seen  off  this  station,  I  trust  my  course  with  the  Mars  will 
meet  with  your  approval.  I  am  in  hopes  to  be  enabled  to  make  my 
coal  hold  out  two  weeks  from  this  date. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Lk  Koy. 
Flag-officer  S.  F.  Dupont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  forwaTding  copy  of  charter  party. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  9,  1S<i2. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5tli  of  February  Com- 
mander Le  Uoy,  of  the  Keystone  State,  captured  the  British  schooner 
Mars  off  Feruandina,  laden  with  salt. 

I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  her  charter  party,  which  sufficiently 
indicates  her  intention  of  running  the  blockade. 

She  has  been  sent  to  New  York  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  G. 
Kedman,  of  the  Keystone  State,  who  has  orders  to  deliver  the  papers 
and  crew  to  the  IT.  S.  prize  commissioners  of  New  York. 

Some  money  was  fouud  on  board,  consisting  of  notes  on  banks  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  amounting  to  $53;  of  certificates  of  deposit 
in  the  Mechanics' -Loan  and  Saving  Association,  of  Savannah,  from  5 
cents  to  50  cents,  amounting  to  $0.25;  of  English  silver,  consisting  of 
1  English  shilling,  10  English  sixpence,  42  English  threepence,  2  Eng- 
lish one-and-a-half  pence,  and  1  dime  and  1  half  dime  of  American 
money. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  officers,  etc.,  on  board  the  Keystone  State  at  the 
time  of  the  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gil  I  is,  T.  S. 
Wavy,  to  dispatch  the  U.  S.  S.  Seneca  to  Wa.Ws  Gut,  S.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  February  7,  l^ii:2. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  dispatch  the  gun- 
boat Seneca,  without  delay,  to  report  to  Commander  -Tohii  Kodgers  at 
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Wall's  Out  or  Jones  Islaud  (Savaiiuali  River),  in  case  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Ammeu  Las  a  pilot  on  board  who  can  carry  him  there,  through 
Tybee  Koad  and  Oalibogue  Sound,  in  which  ^ ase  he  will  report  in  pass- 
ing to  Commander  Drayton  by  hail. 

If  without  such  pilot,  he  will  repair  immediately  to  this  anchorage 
and  report  to  me. 

Keapectfully,  etc., 

S.  ¥.  Du  Pont, 

F I  a(/- Officer. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  8.  iS'.  Seminole,  Wassato  Sound. 

Confidential. — I  desire  you  to  inform  me  what  force  will  be  sufQcient 
to  guard  Wassaw  Inlet  [Sound  |  against  any  attempt  of  Commander 
Tattnall  to  convoy  Finfjal  to  sea  during  a  temporary  absence  of  a  part 
of  the  present  force. 

S.  V.  Dr  I'ONT. 


Letter  from   Flag- Officer   Du  Pont,    U.  S.  Navy,  to   Brif/arlier-Genei-al ' 
Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  probable  strength  of  the  enemy  at 
Edisto,  8.  C.  '        '  ' 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  8, 1802. 
General  :  I  send  the  report  just  received  from  the  commanding  offi- 
cer at  Edisto,  which  I  thought  you  would  like  to  see.    The  olBcer  off 
Stono  seports  the  forts  considerable  there,  as  we  knew,  and  from  the 
number  of  houses  thinks  there  are  large  garrisons  about. 

General,  I  have  a  favor  to  ask  you.    Can  not  the  Baltic  remain  until 
Monday  morning?    It  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  me  to  clear  up 
my  decks  before  leaving  for  No.  2. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  l)Ti  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
General  Sheeman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  dorps,  Hilton  Head. 


Letter  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman,,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont,  17.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  battery  in  St.  Augustine  Greek,  Georgia. 

Februaey  8, 1862. 

CoMMOBORE:  I  will  order  the  Baltic  to  remain  until  Monday. 

Much  obliged  for  Khind's  report,  and  will  return  it  to-morrow. 

The  Star  of  the  South  went  by  accident  (only  think  of  it)  to  Wassaw, 
where  I  am  very  willing  for  her  to  be,  but  the  Ben  De  Ford  will  start 
for  North  Edisto  to-morrow  forenoon. 

Tliey  telegraph  from  Daufuskie  this  morning  that  the  '> gunboats 
found  a  rebel  battery  at  St.  Augustine  Creek."     First  intimation  1  have 
had  of  their  being  in  the  river,  and  hardly  believe  it  is  so. 
Very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Flag-Offlcei'  S.  F.  Dir  Font, 

Commanding,  etc 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Dk   I 'out,  if.  S.  N^avy,  to  .Commander  Steedman, 
U.  iS'.  Navy,  comman<Un<i  V.  »S'.  iS'.  Bienville,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  February  9, 1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  prowed  with  the  Bienville  under  your  command 
off  Fernaudina  and  St.  Augustine  for  blockading  duty. 

I  am  iiidliced  to  send  you  principally  in  consequence  of  the  iniorma- 
tion  contained  in  the  enclosed  extract  from  a  communication  made 
to  me  by  Gonsul-Geiieral  Shufeldt,  at  Havana,  under  date  of  the  4th 
instant. 

EespectfuUy, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flafi- Officer. 
Goiuniander  C.  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  IS.  Bienville,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Upton,  U.  IS.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  storeship  Release,  to  pro- 
ceed to  blockade  duty  in  Wa^aic  Sound,  Georgia. 

.  Flagship  Wa.bash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  10,  1862. 
Sir:  You  "will  please  proceed  with  the  Release  under  your  command 
to  Wassaw  Inlet  [Sound]  and  report  to  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Semi- 
nole,  for  blockading  duty  in  that  harbor. 

Mr.  Godfrey,  the  pilot,  will  go  down  with  you,  to  return  in  the  Potom- 
ska.    You  will  please  see  to  this. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Upton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Storeship  Release,  Port  Hoyul. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to  the  U.  S.  storeship  Release  to  join  his 

command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C;  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  several  communications  of  2iid  January 
and  7th  February.  The  accompanying  reports  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Navy  Department. 

The  storeship  (armed)  Release  is  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  block- 
ading duty.  Please  give  her  a  secure  station  and  at  the  same  time  one 
that  will  make  her  somewhat  imposing,  to  be  looked  out  for,  however, 
by  the  steamers  in  the  haibor.  Please  send  up  the  Potomska  and  Mr. 
Godfrey,  the  pilot,  who  goes  in  the  Release,  by  her.  You  said  the  former 
wanted  provisions. 

You  can  send  the  sergeant  of  marines  and  iiremen  of  your  vessel, 
unless  they  are  willing  to  remain. 
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Be  -careful  about  the  accouuts,  a.s  I  auj  constantly  pressed  by  the 
Department  on  this  subject. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  "     S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Commander  GiLLis, 

U.  S.  8.  Seminole,  Wassaw  Inlet. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  understood  that  there  is  a  12-pounder  rifle  howitzer 
on  board  the  Ellen.  Please  have  it  transferred  to  the  Release  with  the 
proper  ammunition. 

Jjetterfrom  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Ehind,  U.  8. 
Navy,  acknowledging  report  regarding  the  occupation  of  IJdisto,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  yo.ur  interesting  report  of  the  7th  instant  on  your  occu- 
pation of  the  waters  of  Edisto,  and  am  much  pleased  with  the  energy 
of  your  supervision  there. 

.A  regiment  leaves  early  in  the  morning  for  a  military  occupation. 
On  which  point  they  will  land  I  have  not  been  informed.  So  far  the 
cooperation  and  harmony  existing  between  the  two  arms  of  the  service 
have  been  most  satisfactory,  and  I  am  sure  will  be  kept  up  so  far  as 
depends  upon  yourself. 

I  sent  your  dispatch  to  the  commanding  general,  whro  kept  it  a  couple 
of  days,  and  I  presume  it  assisted  him  in  deciding  where  his  force  should 
be  x)laced. 

1  am  pleased  to  find  that  you  are  giving  proper  and  kind  attention  to 
the  contrabands.  I  will  see  the  general  as  to  removing  them  from 
Botany  Bay  Island. 

Wherever  the  enemy  occupy  houses  for  resort  or  picket  you  are  right 
in  shelling  tliem  out  and,  if  need  be,  burning  down  the  buildings;  but 
except  from  a  military  necessity  1  recommend  sparing  private  property. 

I  regret  your  vessel  is  so  unsuited  by  her  draft  for  her  service.  I  hope 
soon  to  send  you  a  rifle  gun,  and  have  sent  to-night  on  board  the  store- 
ship  to  see  if  I  can  not  get  for  you  a  boat  which  will  carry  a  12-pouiid 
howitzer. 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  send  you  the  lOsecond  shell. 

Captain  Boutelle  goes  to  pilot  in  the  transport  and  to  buoy  out  the 
channel  and  make  sailing  directions  for  Edisto.    He  has  a  topograph- 
ical chart  of  the  district,  which  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  consult- 
ing.    I  regret  I  have  not  one  to  send  you. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commanding  XT.  8.  8.  Crumder,  Xorth  Edisto. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear- Admiral  J)u  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  affairs 
pertaining  to  his  command. 

Private  and  confidential.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Roijal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  10,  1802. 
My  Dear  Sik:  Your  last  unoflicialletter  came  safely ;  many  thanks 
for  it.     I  like  to  glean  from  such  a  little,  of  tlie  inside  tone  and  temper 
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of  the  Department.  I  need  hardly  add  how  much  I  sympathize  in  the 
tremendous  calls  upon  you,  and  what  a  hard  master  our  public  is  to 
serve.  The  best  way  is  not  to  think  too  much  of  Vhat  will  please  it, 
but  to  think  of  what  is  best,  and  what  is  duty.  Now,  for  a  few  jottings, 
as  you  term  them. 

1st.  We  are  stinted  in  coal  and  ammunition,  and  I  am  indebted  1,G00 
tons  to  General  Sherman. 

lid  1  am  anxious  about  the  Vermont.  You  left  too  many  tanks  in 
her;  10,000  gallons  as  a  reservoir  would  have  been  sufticient.  Tell  the 
officer  to  wait  outside  until  I  send  proper  pilots  and  choose  the  time  of 
tide.  1  am  sorry  you  gave  her  to  a  victim.  £  hope  you  are  not  going 
to  ])ermit  women  to  come  along. 

tid.  Davis  will  leave  by  next  steamer,  or  very  soon,  as  soon  as  we  dis- 
pose of  No.  2,  as  we  call  it,  though  I  think  our  press  has  prepared  for 
us  much  trouble  below. 

4th.  We  have  stirred  them  up  beyond  measure  here.  Robert  Lee 
and  Drayton  and  poor  old  Tattfiall  and  Hartstene — the  latter  stationed 
up  a  tree  on  Colleton  Neck  to  watch  my  movements— have  all  been 
flyinj;-  iibout  like  moths  around  a  lamp. 

.5tli.  Seven  gunboats,  including  the  four  regulars,  are  trying  to  get 
in  Savannah  Kiver  under  John  Kodgers,  guaiding  the  soldiers  who  are 
putting  up  a  battery  on  Jones  Island,  a  work  I  think  well  of,  except  for 
the  delay  and  the  absorption  of  my  lorce  in  guarding  troops.  Worst 
of  all,  I  must  have  my  regular  gunboats  and  regular  officers,  and  yet  to 
leave  only  volunteer  people  with  ^^  Western  Worlds"  and  ^'■Merry  An- 
dreifs"  makes  me  ([uakc;  but  I  shall  be  absent  a  precious  short  time. 
The  weather  is  bad  and  unsettled  yet. 

Oth.  The  return  of  ISarannah  and  ISt.  Lawrence,  1  think,  may  give  you 
aid;  the  crew  of  the  latter  would  do  to  send  to  Foote.  You  will  find 
in  history  not  many  generals  or  admirals  who  have  volunteered  to  part 
with  a  portion  of  their  force,  but  I  really  thought  these  ships  were 
wasted  here  and  1  brought  myself  up  to  the  scratch  of  remembering  that 
I  had  captured  Port  Eoyal  with  134  guns,  while  I  had  outside  some 
163  guns  belonging  to  my  command. 

In  this  connection  let  mc  remind  you — not  to  complain,  but  to  keep 
myself  i  ight — that  of  the  five  screw  frigates  1  have  one;  that  of  the  six 
first  class  sloops  I  have  not  one;  that  of  tlie  four  side- wheels  I  have 
one;  that  of  the  eight  second-class  sloo])s  (screws)  I  have  four,  but  two 
of  them  are  the  smallest  and  most  worthless  of  the  lot,  Pocahontas  and 
iSeminole  (Balch  makes  up  a  great  deal,  it  is  true,  for  the  lameness  of 
the  former;  he  is  a  fine  and  brave  officer) ;  and  four  regular  gunboats. 
So  you  will  perceive  I  have  ten  built  men-of-war  in  my  squadron  (nine 
only,  in  fact,  for  the  Pocahontas  (;an  not  be  (Jailed  one).  Where  I  am 
going  I  can  not  but  feel  the  need  of  more  of  the  Mohican  class,  and  one 
of  the  Brooklyn  class,  at  least. 

7th.  Resignations  of  young  engineers  and  acting  masters  come  in 
occasionally.  I  dissuade  and  do  the  best  I  can.  The  Department's 
orders  are  excellent  on  that  head,  and  I  listen  to  no  applications  for 
leave  of  absence. 

8th.  Dispatched  Bienville  yesterday  off  St.  Augustine,  in  addition  to 
Keystone  State,  to  watch  Miramon,  with  powder,  gone  to  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  to  renew  register.  Letter  about  her  yesterday  from 
Shufeldt. 

Oth.  Take  care  about  changing  officers  or  withdrawing  them;  we  are 
very  low.  It  is  like  changing  front  before  an  enemy.  These  men 
should  be  relieved  and  not  called  honie. 
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10th.  Take  care  of  the  Academy.  Do  uot  call  away  another  class,  or 
you  will  leave  it  an  A  B  0  school;  been  written  to  about  this. 

11th.  Please  let  me  know  how  acting  masters  should  rank  when  they 
come  iu  contact  with  midshipmen  acting  masters.  1  had  to  decide  a 
case  on  board  Flag  yesterday.  The  midshipman  acting  master  (Weid- 
mau)  is  a  superior  gunnery  and  drill  officer.  The  acting  master  (War- 
ren) superior  as  a  seaman  and  in  date.  I  decided  on  the  merits  of  the 
case  and  the  necessity  of  the  moment  and  gave  it  to  the  latter,  but  I  go 
for  putting  all  the  regular  officers  now  in  service  in  advance  of  the  out- 
side appointments,  for  gunnery  is  more  than  seamanship  in  a  steam 
navy. 

12th.  My  friend,  1  do  not  like  the  looks  of  things  abroad  in  spite  of 
the  settlement.  So  soon  as  your  gunboats  and  present  steamers  are 
done,  we  shall  have  enough  for  this  rebellion.  The  nation  should  rouse 
itself  and  prepare  against  foreign  interference,  clad  ship,  etc.  Every 
man  should  live  on  one-half  his  means  for  five  years,  all  except  the  man 
who  labors  for  his  daily  food,  until  the-country  is  in  state  of  defense, 
and  1  would  show  John  Bull  and  Johnny  Crapaud  whether  I  would  do 
what  I  pleased  with  our  own  harbors  by  closing  one  entrance  to  New 
York  and  rendering  the  other  impregnable,  and  so  on  along  the  coast. 
Our  independence  and  nationality  are  in  danger.  For  God's  sake,  drop 
the  negro  question.  It  is  dying  of  inanition  without  any  necessity  to 
place  ourselves  legally  and  constitutionally  wrong,  thereby  oflendiug 
our  weaker  brethren.  Let  us  save  the  country  first  from  enemies  within 
and  without. 

I  am  much  interested  in  the  contrabands  within  our  lines.  They  tell 
n)e  there  are  from  eight  to  ten  thousand.  They  are  daily  increasing 
at  Edisto,  and  1  have  induced  the  general  to  send  a  regiment  to 
Edisto.    I  look  tor  great  work  there  when  we  get  through  with  No.  li. 

But  the  contraband  question  is  a  very  intricate  one;  how  to  employ 
them,  who  is  to  control,  what  positions  are  they  to  have,  what  authority 
to  be  given  those  who  work  them?  The  various  so-called  agents  who 
come  down  here — more  or  less  accredited — the  collectors  of  cotton,  col- 
lectors of  negro  statistics,  the  people  of  God,  the  best  of  the  party  who 
want  to  establish  schools,  do  not  all  agree.  Then  we  have  the  philan- 
thropic newspaper  correspondents,  whose  special  happiness  seems  to  be 
to  abuse  a  general,  who,  surrounded  with  extreme  difficulties,  is  doing 
his  best  to  overcome  them.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  while  the  most 
rabid  abolitionist  has  not  exaggerated  their  degraded  condition,  the 
transition  state  has  not  improved  It.  In  England  (I  hate  to  quote  her 
now  for  anything)  a  commission  would  be  appointed  by  Parliament  of 
wise,  unprejudiced,  disinterested,  and  practical  individuals  to  examine 
and  report. 

Governor  Fish  and  good  Bishop  Ames  had  better  be  seut  here  than 
oh  a  very  doubtful  mission  to  Richmond. 

Do  not  mistake  from  my  using  the  word  "contraband"  the  relatively 
few  who  happen  to  be  employed  by  the  Government  and  the  negro  pop 
ulation  on  the  plantations  who  are  without  work. 

The  Hartford  called  and  passed  on,  but  Davis  will  post  you  up  about 
her.    Do  not  fail  to  ask  him. 

My  warm  regards  to  Mr.  Welles. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

.,    ..   ^  S.  K.  Du  Pont, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assisant  Hevretary  of  the  Navy,  Washinj/ton. 
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Letter  from  the  U.  IS.  consul  ut  St.  John,  New  Brunstricl;  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  regarding  the  schooners  Fair  I'la.y  and  Success. 

Consulate  U.  S.  A., 
St.  John,  New  Brunsivick,  February  12,  1802. 
Sir:  1  beg  leave  to  inform  yen  that  a  small  English  schooner,  about 
CO  tons  burden,  called  the  Fair  Ptoj/ (Thayer,  master),  cleared  from 
this  port  for  Nassau,  New  Piovideuce,  having  on  board  sundry  articles, 
in  part  contraband  of  war.  In  my  opinion  she  will  attempt  to  break 
the  blockade  oft'  coast  of  South  Carolina  or  Florida  between  the  24th 
and  28th  February. 

I  urn  happy  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  schooner  Success, 
described  in  my  last  dispatch,  has  not  been  a  "success,"  but  that  after 
being  ten  days  out,  she  put  back  with  a  ruined  cargo  and  frostbitten 
crew.  No  vessel  has  yet  succeeded  in  breaking  the  blockade  which 
has  sailed  from  this  port  since  my  arrival. 

With  high  consideration,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  HOWAKD, 

U.  S.  Consul. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Farrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  grounding  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Huron. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  February  12,  1862. 

SiK:  Yesterday  morning  a  boat  came  to  me  from  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Huron,  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  Downes,  bringing  information 
that  that  vessel  had  run  on  shore  about  2  miles  N.  E.  of  Cape  Eomain 
light  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  (about  the  time  of  higli  water). 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy-  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Downes'  letter. 

I  immediately  sent  the  Fengiiin  to  his  assistance,  with  an  extra  sup- 
ply of  hawsers,  etc.,  and  wrote  that  I  considered  the  chances  of  an 
attack  upon  his  vessel  remote,  and  that  although  to  be  guarded  against, 
the  work  of  getting  afloat  should  not  be  embarrassed  by  them,  and 
that  the  sails  which  he  saw  were  probably  commercial,  engaged  in  the 
inland  coastwise  navigation.  His  position  is  nearly  in  the  track  of  this 
commerce. 

I  also  informed  him  of  the  vicinity  of  the  bark  Restless  at  Bull's 
Bay,  and  also  of  a  Government  bark  and  probably  a  steamer  oft'  George- 
town; 

1  then  proceeded  in  this  vessel  off  Stono,  and  having  concluded  there 
was  no  evidence  of  an  immediate  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  from 
that  place  ( there  was  a  river  steamer  there  which  appeared  to  be  in 
attendance  on  the  forts  and  was  unfit,  I  thought,  for  a  sea  voyage),  1 
took  the  Flambeau  off  Charleston  to  assist  in  the  blockade  there  dur- 
ing the  early  and  middle  part  of  the  night,  and  she  left  so  as  to  be  near 
Cape  Eomain  at  daylight  this  morning. 

1  have  ordered  that  either  the  Penguin  or  the  Flambeau  must  be  back 
off  Charleston  by  sunset  to-night,  and  I  have  requested  and  directed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  not  to  interfere  with  these  orders 
except  for  the  most  urgent  reasons. 
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I  am  iDformed  there  is  an  encampment  of  insurgeuts  in  sight  of  the 
Huron. 

I  shall  run  down  off  North  Edisto  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
this  communication. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  G.  Parrott,] 

Commander. 
Flag-Offlcer  [S.  F.  Du  Pont]. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  GrNBOAT  HUR(JN, 

Cape  Uomain  Shoal,  February  10,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  dispatched  Acting  Master  Baldwin  to  inform  the  com- 
mander of  the  first  man  of  war  he  meets  of  my  distressed  condition. 
He  will  inform  you  of  all  the  circumstances  and  of  the  assistance  I 
require.  As  I  am  near  the  shore  and  have  probably  been  observed,  it 
is  possible  that  I  may  be  carried  by  boarding  during  the  night.  If 
possible,  aftermaking  what  defense  t  can,  I  shall  spike  my  guns  and 
thus  make  her  helpless  to  resist  your  attack,  should  you  be  disposed  to 
attempt  a  recapture.  When  you  appear  off  this  place  and  signalize  by 
tiring  a  gun,  I  will  hoist  the  colors  at  the  peak  and  the  cornet  at  the 
fore  if  all  is  right. 

Perhaps  I  may  get  off  during  the  niglit.     In  that  case  I  shall  proceed 
off' Charleston  and  there  pick  up  my  ofiicer. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Downes,   if.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron, 
regarding  the  grounding  of  that  vesnel. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 
Fort  Royal,  February  13,  1862. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Huron,  under  my  com- 
mand, touched  upon  the  flats  off  Cape  Komain  on  the  night  of  the  10th 
instant,  in  consequence  of  a  considerable  error  in  my  compasses  and 
the  imperfection  of  the  chart  by  which  i  was  running;  and  that,  in 
ordi-r  to  get  her  oft",  I  have  been  obliged  to  sacrifice  certain  portions  of 
my  outfit,  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  list.  In  the  sacrifice  of  my  stores 
I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Department  tliat  I  used  great  caution,  as  I 
only  threw  over  what  I  found  from  the  experience  of  one  tide  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  lighten  the  ship,  in  order  to  float  her  at  the 
highesr  water,  at  which  state  of  the  tide  she  grounded.  One  of  the 
articles  of  outfit  thrown  over  was  the  starboard  chain,  which  1  buoyed, 
in  hopes  of  regaining  it;  but,  unfortunately,  the  buoy  rope  caught  my 
propeller  during  its  revolutions,  and  before  stopping  the  engine,  had 
taken  six  turns  of  the  chain,  which  I  found  it  necessary  to  seek  this 
port,  in  tow  of  the  steamer  Flambeau,  to  clear.  Witli  this  exception,  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  informing  the  Department  that  I  succeeded  in 
warping  the  Huron  off  the  flats  without  injury,  and  with  no  other 
disabling  cause  from  proceeding  ou  her  crui.se. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  (tidkon  Welles, 

iSecreiiiry'of  the  Nary,  Washington,  J>.  C. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Parroti,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commending  his  prompt  action  in  the  relief  of  the  IT.  S.  S. 
Huron.  ■» 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  February  15,  1862. 
Dear  Sie:  A  communicatiou  trom  Flag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  which  I 
have  just  received,  has  added  to  it  as  a  postscript  in  his  own  hand- 
writing the  following  message  to  yourself: 

I  will  thank  you  to  convey  to  Lieutenant  Cominanding  Budd  my  appreciation  of 
his  services  to  the  Huron. 

Though  the  commendation  of  the  flagofflcer  is  in  itself  of  course 
sufficient,  yet  I  think  it  right  for  nie  to  add  that  I  feel  great  pleasure 
in  conveying  it  to  you,  because  the  alacrity  and  zeal  with  which  you 
went  to  the  assistance  of  the  Huron  gave  the  assurance,  which  was 
then  very  comforting  to  me,  that  everything  which  it  was  possible  for 
you  and  your  vessel  to  do  would  be  done  to  extricate  her  from  her  very 
perilous  position. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Pareott, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Thomas  A.  Budd, 

JJ.  S.  fl.  Penguin. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  77.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S,  S.  Huiron  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  February  13,  1862. 
Sie  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  8.  gunboat  Huron  arrived 
oft'  this  pliice  yesterday  evening  in  tow  of  the  Penguin,  having  fortu- 
nately been  gotten  otf  from  the  shoals  of  Gape  Gomain.    As  her  pro- 
peller had  a  turn  of  her  chain  round  it,  and  a  portion  of  the  chain 
dragging,  and  as  the  wind  was  ahead,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  direct 
the  Flambeau  to  tow  her  to  Port  Royal. 
I  hope,  sir,  my  action  in  the  case  will  receive  youi-  approbation. 
A  steamer,  which  we  believe  to  be  the  Ella  Warley,  is  inside,  ajid 
since  our  arrival  here  has  been  watching  a  chance  to  escape.    We  are 
the  only  vessel  present  last  enough  to  catith  her.    We  have  50  tons  of 
coal  left;  we  were  allowed  to  take  only  100  tons  when  last  at  Port 
Royal. 

J  shall  remain  here  up  to  the  last  i)ossible  moment,  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  receive  your  orders  in  the  case. 

We  burn  between  2  and  3  tons  daily  when  at  anchor,  but  much  more 
when  there  is  any  work  to  do. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your'obedient  servant, 

fE.  G.  Pareott, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present] 

Plag-Officer  [S.  F.  Dr  Pont]. 
N  w  R — VOL  12 35 
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Report  of  Actiiuj  Volunteer  JAeutenant  Convoy,  U.  IS.  Navy,  diving  infor- 
mation obtained  from  eontrabandu  regarding  vessels  engaged  in  trade 
with  Charleston,  S.  C.  , 

U.  S.  Bark  Eestless, 
Off  BuWs  Bay,  February  JS,  1862. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  that  ou  the  morning  of  the  11th 
instant  we  discovered  a  small  sail  coming  out  of  Bull's  Bay  and  mak- 
ing for  the  ship,  which,  ou  coming  alongside,  proved  to  be  a  yawl  boat 
containing  two  contrabands. 

Their  names  are  Harry  Eeed  and  William  Maxwell;  were  owned  by 
Mrs.  Ferguson,  of  Suramerville,  S.  (J.,  and  hired  to  Captain  Francis 
Roberts,  of  the  schooner  Theodore  Stoney,  from  which  they  effected  their 
escape. 

Said  schooner  had  loaded  with  2,500  bushels  of  rice  at  Sautee  for 
Charleston,  drawing,  when  loaded,  C  feet  of  water. 

Said  boys  seem  quite  intelligent,  and  from  them  I  have  elicited  many 
facts,  some  of  which  I  herewith  present  to  you. 

They  report  tiiat  there  are  some  twenty-five  scliooners  and  slooi)S 
engaged  in  this  trade,  taking  supplies  to  Charleston. 

By  this  inland  communication  they  are  enabled  to  go  to  Sanf  ee  and 
Georgetown  from  Charleston. 

From  our  anchorage  we  see  daily  from  three  to  four  vessels  contin- 
ually passing  backwards  and  forwards. 

As  these  boys  report  that  tliere  is  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  all 
inland  navigation,  1  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  send- 
ing a  small  steam  tug,  of  light  draft,  by  which  we  could  eftectually  cut 
oft'  this*source  of  supplies. 

It  Is  to  ua  exceedingly  tantalizing  to  see  these  vessels  continually 
passing  and  repassing  and  we  unable  to  interrupt  them  in  the  least, 
not  being  able  to  get  within  4  or  5  miles  of  theto  safely  with  the  ship, 
and  only  having  two  common  merchant  ship  boats. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E»W.  CONROY, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  E.  (i.  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Augusta,  off'  Charleston,  IS,  G. 

[Enclosure.] 
Markel  prices- in  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Homespun  pants per  pair . .     $6.  00 

Cocinion  shoes (to 5. 00 

Cofiee per  pound..       1.40 

Tea do 3.00 

Butter do 1.  30 

Bacon  do 75 

Corn  beef do 40 

Lard do 60 

Tobacco do 18 


Sugar,  light  brown  .  .per  pound..  $0.  90 

Sugar,  dark  brown do ... .  .75 

Molasses per  gallon..  1.30 

FioviT per  barrel- .  25. 00 

Salt per  peck..  5.00 

Bice per  pound..  .  18 

Black  pepper per  pound . .  .75 

Oin per  gallon..  5.00 

Whisky  (common) do 3.00 


General  order  of  Flag-Officer  Bu    Pont,  JT.,8.  Navy,  forbidding  the  pub- 
lication of  information  regarding  movements  of  the  naval  force. 

General  Orders,  \  Flagship  Warash, 

No.  S.  )      Port  Royal  Harbor,  ,S'.  C,  February  ]:;,  78(12. 

Xothiug  in  the  Kupj)re8sion  of  this  rebellion  has  been  more  difficult 
to  contend  with  than  information  (•onvey<d  to  the  enemy  of  projected 
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movements,  sometimes  by  individuals  liolding  places  of  trust,  wlio 
Lave  unexpectedly  proved  to  be  correspondents  of  the  press,  and  not 
infrequently  by  the  publication  of  private  letters.    ^ 

A  recent  glaring  instance  of  the  former  in  my  own  command  has  led 
to  my  asking  the  Navy  Department  to  issue  a  general  order  on  this 
subject. 

Until  this  order  is  promulgated  I  hereby  enjoin  it  upon  every  officer 
and  man  in  this  fleet  to  avoid  such  a  violation  of  military  propriety 
and  of  the  dictates  of  an  honest  patriotism;  for,  whether  intended  or 
not,  the  result  of  the  practice  is  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

This  general  order  will  be  read  at  muster  on  board  of  every  vessel  in 
the  fleet. 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 
Flag-OMcer,  Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 


Destruction  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  in  BulVs  Bay,  South  Carolina, 
by  boat  expedition  from  the  U.  S.  bar],-  Restlesn,' February  13, 14, 1862. 

Beport  of  Rear-Admiial  Da  Pont,  II.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  :H,  18H2. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  an  interesting  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieyitenant  E.  Conroy,  commanding  the  armed  bark  Restless, 
made  to  Commander   Parrott,  of  the  Augusta,  under  the  date  of  the 
loth  instant,  detailing  the  destruction  in  Bull's  Bay,  by  the  armed 
boats  of  that  vessel,  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  loaded  with  rice. 
1  have,  in  a  communication  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy, 
expressed  my  commendation  for  the  discretion  and  skill  displayed  by 
him  in  planning  and  executing  this  expedition  and  my  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  Acting  Masters'  Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  Walter 
Mackie. 

liespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Du  Pont. 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volnnteer  Lieatenant  Conroy,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  bark  Restless.  - 

U.  S.  Baek  Restless, 
Off  BulVs  Ray,  South  Carolina,  February  15,  lSfi2. 

Sib:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant,  about  11 
o'clock  a.  in.,  we  discovered  a  vessel  ashore  on  a  shoal  in  Bull's  Bay. 

I  sent  two  armed  boats  in  ibr  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  and  if 
liossible  to  bring  her  off. 

On   boarding  they  found    her  to  be  a  very  old  and  worthless  craft, 
without  a  cargo,  and  only  four  negroes  on  board. 

While  on  board  the  sloop  they  discovered  three  vessels  lying  at  an 
anchor  inside  the  shoals,  apparently  laden  with  rice,  etc. 

After  the  boats  returned  and  the  (tircumstance  was  reported  to  ine  I 
thought,  if  possible,  to  cut  these  vessels  out  or  destroy  them. 
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At  1:30  a.  U).  on  the  14tb  instant  I  sent  another  armed  boat  with 
orders  to  cut  these  vessels  out  or  destroy  them. 

There  not  being  enough  wind  all  day  to  brtng  these  vessels  out,  they 
were  destroyed  after  dark,  and  their  flags,  papers,  and  arms  taken  iu 
the  boat  and  brought  ofl',  with  two  prisoners. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  vessels  destroyed,  with  their 
cargoes,  which  consisted  of  rice,  for  the  city  of  Charleston : 

Sloop  JEdisto,  1,G00  bushels  rice,  sunk. 

Schooner  Wandoo,  1,800  bushels  rice,  sunk. 

Schooner  Ulizabeth,  1,800  bushels  rice,  sunk. 

Schooner  Theodore  Stoney,  2,500  bushels  rice,  burned. 

The  schooner  Theodore  Stoney  was  a  tine  craft  of  54  tons,  but  could  not 
be  gotten  out,  as  there  was  a  battery  of  three  guns  near  her  anchorage, 
and  consequently  she  was  burned. 

Their  respective  crews  were  all  foreigners  and  negroes,  and  not 
having  room  enough  in  the  boat  to  bring  them  off  they  were  set  ashore 
and  allowed  to  retain  their  personal  effects,  except  arms. 

Not  knowing  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the  prisoners,  I  have 
sent  them  to  you. 

I  also  send  you  a  rebel  flag  with  the  re(]uest  to  forward  the  same, 
with  my  compliments,  to  the  flag-officer. 

In  closing,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  cflftcient  manner  iu  which 
my  orders  were  carried  out  by  Acting  Masters'  Mates  Henry  Easou  and 
J.  Walter  Mackie  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  same. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  the  papers  of  the  destroyed  vessels. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Conboy, 
Acting  Volunteer  TAeutenant,  Commandinf/. 

Commander  E.  (t.  Pareott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Gomdg.  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  Blkdg.  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  iS'.  C. 


Beport  of  Commander  Parrott,  V.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  lOth  instant  a  boat  from  the  U.  S.  bark  Restless,  sta- 
tioned off  Bull's  Bay,  arrived  here.  From  communications  from  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Conroy  (copies  of  which  I  have  the'  honor  to 
enclose),  and  from  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat,  I  learn  the  follow- 
ing facts: 

On  the  Uth  instant  a  boat  with  two  contrabands  from  the  schooner 
Theodore  Stoney,  engaged  in  the  inland  navigation,  came  off  to  the 
Restless.  On  the  l-itli  a  sloop  was  discovered  on  the  outer  shoals  of 
the  bay.  Two  armed  boats  were  sent  to  her.  She  was  found  to  be 
"old  and  worthless,  without  cargo,"  with  a  crew  of  four  negroes,  and 
was  allowed  to  proceed.  From  her  other  vessels  were  seen  at  anchor 
inside  the  shoals,  in  the  N.  N.  W.  part  of  the  bay. 

In  consequence  of  this  and  of  information  received  from  her  crew 
and  the  contrabands  Lieutenant  Commanding  Conroy  sent  an  armed 
boat  to  cut  them  out,  which  left  at  1 :  30  on  the  morning  of  the  14th. 
The  expedition  was  very  successful,  and  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
the  sloop  Edisto  and  tlie  schooners  Wandoo,  Elizabeth,  and  Theodore 
Stomy,  with  their  cargoes  of  rice.  Want  of  wind,  and  the  shoals  and 
the  neighborhood  of  a  battery,  made  the  efforts  to  bring  them  of!'  unsuc 
cessful.    They  were  from  the  Santee  rivers,  and  bound  to  Charleston. 
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The  Theodore  Stonei/  (of  54  tous),  from  which  the.  contrabands  had 
escaped,  was  the  largest  vessel  captured.  One  of  her  owners  and  the 
nephew  of  another,  who,  having  heard  of  their  escape,  were  on  the 
way  in  a  boat  from  Charleston  to  her  assistance,  were  captured.  The 
crews  were  allowed  to  go  on  shore,  but  tliese  two  persons  were  brought 
off  and  have  been  sent  to  ine.  A  rebel  flag  is  also  sent  by  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Conroy  for  presentation  to  yourself,  which  I  have  the 
honor  now  to  forward. 

I  have  written  to  him  that  the  expedition  appears  to  have  been 
boldly,  skillfully,  and  prudently  planned  and  executed,  and  have  con- 
gratulated him  on  his  success,  and  the  blow  thus  given  to  the  rebel 
inland  navigation  in  his  neighborhood.  .1  have  requested  him  to  express 
to  Acting  Master's  Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  Walter  Mackie,  the  ofQ- 
cers  of  the  boat,  my  appreciation  of  their  services,  and  have  said  I  felt 
sure  you  would  be  much  pleased  to  hear  of  his  success  and  would  con- 
firm my  commendation,  which  I  hope  you  will  consider  it  proper  to  do. 

But  in  another  communication  I  found  a  little  fault  with  him  for 
risking  his  boat  so  far  as  this  place,  even  to  bring  her  very  good  news, 
and  obliging  nie  to  return  her  by  a  steamer;  also  for  not  destroying 
the  first  vessel  boarded. 

Four  hundred  men  were  said  to  be  near  a  battery  in  the  1^.  jST.  W. 
part  of  the  bay,  and  another  was  reported  farther  to  the  north  having 
30  men.  The  batteries  on  Bull's  Island,  the  prisoners  thought,  were 
abandoned  and  the  guns  taken  away. 

A  steamer  of  light  draft  and  heavy  battery  lying  inside  would  stop 
this  inland  navigation,  but  she  would  be  near  the  highlands  of  Bull's 
Island  and  liable  to  receive  a  plunging  fire  of  musketry,  and  perhaps 
artillery,  unless  the  northern  end  of  the  island  were  also  occupied. 

Tlie  prisoners  think  there  are  70,000  troo])S  available  for  tlie  defense 
of  Charleston,  and  say  so  many  have  come  in  from  the  country  that  the 
city  troops  have  been  allowed  to  go  home.  They  say  the  new  gunboats 
have  men  and  guns,  but  neither  masts  nor  engines,  and  that  the  only 
vessel  now  building  is  a  river  steamer. 

From  the  circumstances  attending  their  capture,  and.  their  occupa- 
tions, I  suppose  they  could  properly  be  either  retained  as  prisoners  of 
war  or  released.  1  send  them  by  the  Penguin  to  Port  Eoyal,  and  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  the  papers  of  the  captured  vessels. 

The  coal  schooner  briTigs  only  80  tons  of  coal  instead  of  140,  as  we 
supposed,  and  can  give  us  but  55  tons,  requiring  the  rest  for  ballast. 
This  dearth  of  coal  makes  us  more  inactive  than  we  would  wish  to  be. 
We  saw  nothing  of  the  Gonnectioit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  P ABBOTT, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Oflficer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(Jommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding 
commendatory  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  \J.  S.  bark  Restless. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  h'oyal  Harbor,  S.  (J.,  February  24,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the  23d  instant, 

received  to-day  by  the  Penguin,  with  copies  of  two  reports  made  to  you 

by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  commanding  the  bark  Restless, 

and  have  to  thank  yon  for  the  interesting  information  conveyed  therein. 
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Tlie  expeditiou  of  Lieutenant.  Conroy  api)ears  to  liiive  been  well 
planned  and  executed  and  deserving  of  coiuinendatioD  aud  the  con- 
duct of  Acting-  Master's  Mates  Heury  Kaigoii  and  J.  Walter  Mackie 
worthy  of  the  ai)i)robati()n  of  their  commanding  otlicers.  I  have  so 
expressed  myself  in  the  enclosed  communication  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Conroy,  which  you  will  please  forward. 

As  soon  as  1  return  from  my  expedition  southward  1  will  look  after 
Bull's  Bay  and  put  an  end,  if  possible,  to  the  inland  communication 
referred  to  in  your  dispatch,  but  at  present  can  not  spare  any  vessel  of 
light  draft  for  that  purpose.  I  will  send  you  a  supply  of  coal,  if  any 
arrives  here,  at  tiie  same  time. 

Expressing  my  entire  approbation  of  the  vigilance  aud  zeal  you  have 
displayed  in  your  present  position,  1  am,  sir,  re8i)e(;tfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  DU    I'ONT, 

Fliu/- Officer. 
Commander  E.  .G.  Pareott, 

U.  jS'.  A'.  Augusta,  Comdy.  Blockading  Force  off  Charleston. 

[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  34,  1862. 
SiE :  I  have  received. through  Commander  Parrott  copies  of  two  inter- 
esting reports  made  to  him,  dated,  respectively,  the  13th  and  15th 
instant,  one  referring  to  the  escape  of  two  contrabands  aud  giving 
.items  of  intelligence  obtained  from  them,  aud  the  other  to  the  destruc- 
tion in  Bull's  Bay  of  the  sloop  Udisto  and  the  schooners  Wandoo,  Eliz- 
abeth, find  Theodore  Stoney,  with  their  cargoes  of  rice,  by  all  the  armed 
boats  of  your  vessel. 

You  will  please  receive  my  commendation  for  the  discretion  and  skill 
displayed  by  you  in  planning  aud  executing  this  expeditiou,  evincing 
much  coolness  and  courage,  and  you  will  at  the  same  time  express  my 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Acting  Master's  Mates  Henry  Kason  and 
J.  Walter  Mackie,  who  so  successfully  carried  out  your  orders. 

I  have  also  to  thank  you  for  the  Confederate  flag  forwarded  by  you 
through  Commander  Parrott. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FlayOficer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Conkoy, 

Vommandiny  U.  S.  Armed  Bark  Restless,  BulVs  Bay. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commending  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Bestless. 

Navy  Department,  March  14,  1802. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  enclosing  a.  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Conroy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  Restless,  of 
the  -destruction  in  Bull's  Bay  by  the  armed  boats  of  that  vessel  of  a 
sloop  and  three  schooners  loaded  with  rice,  has  been  received.  The 
success  of  the  expedition  is  most  creditable  to- Lieutenant  Conroy,  and 
you  have  but  anticipated  the  Department  in  expressing  commendation 
for  his  discretion  and  skill,  and  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Acting 
Master's  Mates  Henry  Eason  and  J.  Walter  Mackie. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servajit, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloclndiufi  Kqvadron,  Port  Royal  IS.  V. 
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Letter  J'rom  Flay-Ojficer  Ihi  Pont,  U.  ti.  Navy,  to  (Jomiiiauder  Farrott, 
U.  H.  Navy,  vommendbu)  his  oourse  in  the  caxe  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Hnron. 

•\ 
Flagsiup  Wabash, 
Pott  Royal.  Ear  bo  f,  aS'.  C,  February  14,  ISOH. 
SiE:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commuuicatiou  by 
the  Bibb  in  relatiou  to  the  assistance  you  gave  to  the  gunboat  Huron 
while  ashore  off  Cape  Romain;  also  your  dispatch  of  the  13th  in  refer- 
ence to  sending  the  Huron  to  Port  Royal  in  tow  of  Flambeau. 

I  not  only  approve,  but  commend  your  zeal  and  judicious  course  on 
the  occasion. 

In  reference  to  other  i)oiuts  in  your  report,  I  desire  also  to  express 
my  commendation  of  the  earnestness  with  which  you  are  attending  to 
the  strict  blockade  of  Charleston  and  its  contiguous  inlets.  At  this 
particular  juncture  in  our  international  affairs,  the  escape  of  the  Isabel 
would  be  considered  a  grave  matter.  I  therefore  earnestly  desire  that 
tliere  may  be  no  relaxation  in  your  efforts. 

I  am  fully  aware  how  very  diflicult  it  is  to  prevent  the  egress  of  a 
vessel  from  Charleston ;  none,  I  think,  will  ever  venture  to  return  there ; 
the  Isabel  has  been  an  exception  heretofore. 

I  send  the  Flambeau  to  report  to  you,  and  you  will  dispose  of  her  to 
the  best  of  your  judgment. 

Please  not  to  leave  the  station  yourself.  I  will  send  y<m  coal.  I 
have  seven  gunboats  at  Wall's  Cut  which  I  can  not  disentangle  from 
the  army. 

A  contraband  on  board  tells  me  the  Isabel  can  not  get  from  Charles- 
ton into  Stouo,  even  if  she  could  get  over  the  bar  of  the  latter  inlet. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur  thinks  there  is  as  much  as  12  or  13  feet 
of  water  on  that  bar  at  high  water;  contraband  says  only  8. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parkott, 

U.  S.  S.  AuyxiHta,  Comdy.  Bloekadimj  Force  off  Charleston. 

P.  S. — I  send  you  a  printed  list  of  suspected  vessels,  adding  thereto 
the  names  of  several  reported  to  me  since  the  list  was  printed.  You 
will  please  furnish  the  other  ships  of  your  force  with  the  additional 
list,  which  is  in  writing,  and  distribute  the  enclosed  general  orders. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Order  of  F lay-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Upshur,  U.  S. 
Navy,  eommandimi  U.  8.  S.  Flambeau,  to  proceed  to  duty  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  14,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will    please  proceed  with  the  Flambeau  under  your  com- 
mand off  Charleston  Bar  and  report  to  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Augusta. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  ¥.  Dir  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  If.  8.  8.  Flambeau,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  /Secretary  of  State,  forward- 
ing information  regarding  the  extent  of  the  obstructions  in  the  approaches 
to  Charleston,  S.  G.  •» 

Navy  Department,  February  17, 1862. 

SiE:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  14th  instant,  requesting  information  as  "to  the  extent  to  which  the 
entrances  to  the  port  of  Charleston  may  have  been  obstructed  by  the 
sinking  of  vessels,"  and  in  compliance  therewith  to  transmit  to  you  the 
accompanying  copies  of  dispatches  and  their  enclosures,  received 
from  Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont,  relative  to  the  sinking  of  the  two 
stone  fleets  on  Charleston  Bar.  The  first  fleet,  sunk  in  the  main  chan- 
nel, consisted  of  sixteen  vessels;  the  second  fleet,  sunk  in  Maffitt's 
Channel,  of  about  twenty  vessels,  the  majority  of  which  range  from  250 
to  400  tons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GriDEON  Welles. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Baldwin,  V.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Isf  AVT  Department,  February  17,  1862. 
Sir  :  .Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont  to  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  and 
report  to  Flag-Otticer  S.  F.  Du  Pont.*  The  steamer  Kensington  has 
orders  to  accompany  the  Vermont,  and,  when  you  think  expedient,  to 
tow  her.  Transmit  to  the  Department  a  mustei-  roll  of  the  crew  and  a 
separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Vermont  before  sailing  from  Boston. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  A.  S.  Baldwin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Vermont,  Boston 


Report  of  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy^  forwarding  information  ob- 
tained from  a  deserter  regarding  the  defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Wilmington  River,  Georgia,  Monday,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  This  afternoon  we  picked  up  a  canoe  containing  a  white  boy, 
dressed  in  gray  uniform,  and,  according  to  his  own  statement,  a 
deserter  from  the  Georgia  volunteers. 

He  gave  his  name  as  James  Glenn,  parents  residing  in  New  York, 
originally  from  Manchester,  England.  He  ran  away  jrom  his  trade  iii 
New  York  two  years  ago,  since  when  he  has  been  employed  in  or  near 
Savannah,  Ga. 

He  enlisted  for  six  months  and  has  served  with  the  rebel  forces  at 
Thunderbolt,  Tybee,  and  Skiddaway.    His  term  of  enlistment  having 
expired  he  was  anxious  to  leave,  but  his  officers  were  endeavoring  to 
umke  him  enlist  for  the  war.    All  of  the  six  months  men  are  dissatis 
fled  from  the  same  cause.     Glenn  left  Skiddaway  battery  on  Friday 

.v.*  ^^^''^^u.'^  h  ''''1»™«  1'  PP'  335-352,  for  correspoudeuce  relative  to  the  Bearch  for 
the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont. 
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noon,  13tli  instant,  and  went  up  as  far  as  Savannali,  being  unable  to 
obtain  a  canoe. 

Upon  his  representation  that  he  had  lost  his  pass  he  procured  one 
to  return  to  the  battery  nnd  then  left  Savannah  on  Sunday  morning 
(yesterday),  having  obtained  a  canoe.  He  made  his  way  through  the 
marsh  creeks  until  this  afternoon,  when  picked  up  by  a  boat  sent  from 
this  ship. 

He  reports  very  few  soldiers  now  in  Savannah,  but  many  outside  the 
city  and  on  the  roads.  Orders  had  been  issued  not  to  allow  anyone, 
old  or  young,  to  leave  who  could  help  in  defending  the  city,  where  they 
were  expecting  and  preparing  for  an  attack.  All  valuables,  provisions, 
cotton,  and  grain  had  been  removed  back  into  the  country.     ■ 

They  are  at  work  strengthening  both  Thunderbolt  and  Skiddaway 
batteries  and  have  built  a  masked  baltery,  mounting  Ave  guns,  about 
50  yards  below  Fort  Jackson,  on  the  oppposite  or  north  side  of  the  river, 
in  a  marshy,  bushy  place.  Sand  hills  have  been  thrown  to  cover  rifle- 
men along  the  approaches  to  the  city. 

They  are  daily  expecting  an  attack  from  us  at  Skiddaway  battery, 
where  they  have  10  guns  mounted  in  three  batteries,  viz,  one  of  6  guns, 
caliber  unknown;  another  of  2  42-pounders,  and  the  third  mounting  1 
rifled  cannon  and  1  columbiad,  with  300  men. 

The  FiiM/al  has  been  purchased,  and  they  are  now  fitting  her  out  for 
a  man  of  war,  nine  guns  to  be  mounted  on  her,  and  she  will  be  made 
the  flagship  of  Commodore  Tattnall. 

He  reports  the  Ida  taken  up  to  Savannah  the  day  after  she  passed 
through  Lazaretto  Creek ;  she  was  run  ashore  by  our  boats  and  deserted 
by  her  crew;  they  sent  down  for  her  from  Savannali. 

19th. — I  have  sent  the  Mien  to  guard  the  passage  from  Freeborn's 
Cut,  through  Lazaretto  Creek,  to  Savannah  River,  directing  Captain 
Budd  to  seize  anything  attempting  to  pass  that  way.    Shall  I  sink  one 
of  the  stone  hulks  at  entrance  of  the  creek? 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  p.  trILLIS, 

Commander,  Oomdcj.  Naval  Forces,  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  PonTj  U.  S.  Navy, 

Gomdg.  Southern  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  A'oyal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

21st. — Quite  a  sensafcion  was  created  at  Tybee  yesterday  by  the 
anchorage  of  the  Ullen  at  the  mouth  of  Lazaretto  Creek.  A.  dispatch 
was  forwarded  to  me  saying  she  was  a  secesh  steamer,  the  flagship  of 
Commodore  Tattnall,  aground,  with  a  white  flag  flying.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Ellen  writes  me  last  evening  that  the  navigation  of  Laz- 
aretto Creek  is  commanded  by  our  pickets  under  Colonel  Rosa,  who 
are  throwing  up  iutrenchnients  on  a  small  island  near  its  western 
mouth ;  all  boat  intercourse  can  be  stopped  now  by  them,  and  in  six  or 
eight  days,  when  guns  will  be  in  position,  the  passage  of  steamers  will 
be  stopped.  A  boom  also  is  to  be  placed  across  the  creek. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  y.  GiLLIS, 

Commander. 

[EneloHnre.] 

For  1  day.  )  Oglethorpe  Bareaoks, 

Bo.  97.     )  Savannah,  Oa.,  February  16,  1862. 

Private  J.  Glenn,  City  Light  Guard,  Company  C,  First  Volunteer 

Regiment,  Georgia,  C.  S.  Army,  is  authorized  to  pass  the  guards  and 
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seutiuels  on  picket  duty  around  the  city,  in  the  direction  of  Skiddaway, 
by  public  roads,  on  bis  statement  hereby  made  that  he  is  on  lawful 
business.  A  violation  of  this  permission  will  subject  the  offender  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  military  authority. 

Wm.  8.  Rockwell, 
Lmit.  Col.  Vol.  Jieflhiienl,  Georgia,  C.  8.  Army,  Comdg.  Post. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Shanlcland,  V.  *S'. 
Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ourrituch;  to  proceed  to  Port  h'oyal,  »S'.  C. 

]SrAVY  Department,  February  18,  ]8ti3. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Currituck,  as  soon  as  she  is  ready  for 
sea,  to  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont 
for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew 
and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Currituck. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 

.\cting  Master  W.  F.  Shankland,  P.  S.  Navy, 

Oommahding  U.  S.  S.  Gurrituch,  New  York. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Budd,  V.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  Tyl>ec  Roads  as  bearer  of  dispatches. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  18,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceeil  with  the  Ellen  under  your  command  to 
Tybee  Roads,  reporting  to  Commander  Drayton,  and  delivering  such  dis- 
patches and  packages  as  you  may  have  on  board  for  the  vessels  there. 
You  will  then  proceed  to  Wassaw  Sound  and  report  to  Commander 
Gillis,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  W.  BuDU, 

Commanding   U.  S.  S.  Ellen,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Dti  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  steamer  Economist.  ' 

Naay  Department,  February  19,  180:.\ 
Sir  :   r  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  dispatch 
No.  10,  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  the   U.  S.  consul  at 
London,  giving  additional  particulars  of  the  steamer  Economist. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(tIdeon  Welles. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloekadiug  St/uadrou,  Port  Roi/al,  S.  C. 

[Einjlosuri!,J 

No.  10.]  U.  s.  Consulate, 

London,  January  39,  ]8r,2. 
Sir:  The  inm  screw  steamer,  the  Economist,  the  particulars  of  which 
1  forwarded  in -my  dispatch  of  the  L'ith  instant.  No.  8,  went  down  to 
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Puirteet,  l.">  miles  below  Londou,  on  Saturday  last,  and  took  iu  several 
scow  l(jads  of  powder  and  put  to  sea  on  Monday  or  Tuesday.  It  is 
said  slie  will  go  to  Nassau,  where  her  cargo  will,  be  transshipped  for 
Soutlioni  ports  iu  small  steamers  and  sailing  craft,  regular  lines  of 
which  they  heie  inform  us  are  established,  many  of  them  sailing  under 
the  British  flag. 

1  am  assured  by  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  know  that  she  was 
purchased  and  is  now  owned  by  the  Confederates.  Her  cargo  is  valued 
at  $500,000,  and  is  without  doubt  all  destined  for  the  insurgent  States. 
One  otlier  steamer  with  a  similar  cargo  left  this  country  for  the  same 
destination  last  week.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  the  particulars, 
but  may  gather  something  in  relation  to  her  by  Saturday  next.  The 
Economist  is  900  tons,  and  was  built  in  I860,  and  is  classed  at  Lloyd's 
as  A  1  for  twelve  years.  She  is  called  a  very  good  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

r.  H.  Morse, 

Consul. 

P.  S. — The  Ucotiomist,  after  taking  in  half  her  powder,  drew  12  feet 
watei'  forward  and  14  feet  iift. 


Letter  f)om  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of.  the  steamer  Ida  to  Savannah 
through  Wilmington  Narrows. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  8.  C,  February  19,  1862. 
Commodore  :  On  the  26th  of  January  I  informed  you  of  our  inability 
to  provide  the  means  of  landing  the  forces  to  be  sent  with  the  expedi- 
tion. As  I  have  received  no  reply  to  that  communication,*  and  as  I 
am  in  great  doubt  whether  you  intend  to  furnish  the  means,  you  must 
excuse  me,  commodore,  for  again  soliciting  a  reply  to  my  communica- 
tion of  the  26th  ultimo. 

I  have  ascertained  that  the  Ida  got  through  to  Savannah  by  Laza- 
retto Creek  and  Wilmington  Narrows — a  fact  established  that  I  was 
not  before  aware  of — that  gunboats  can  come  down  through  there  and 
take  our  batteries  in  Savannah  River  almost  in  reverse.  This  will  give 
me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  at  a  time  when  least  expected.  I  am  taking 
measures  to  blockade  that  passageway  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Briqadier- General,  Commanding. 
FlagOfiicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Afhnitic  iSiiiiodroii,  Wahash. 


Lelterfrom  F lag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Sher- 
man, r.  8.  Army,  regarding  cooperative  action  in  landing  troops. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  19,  IWIH. 
General:  I  dismissed  the  messenger  who  brought  your  note  of  this 
morning  and  ordered  my  barge,  meaning  to  answer  your  inquiries  in 
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person  aud  to  communiiiate  to  you  some  iiiterestiug  details  conceruing 
our  future  movements,  but  tbe  heavy  mist  and  the  want  of  a  tug  to  take 
me  over'oblige  me,  after  all,  to  resort  to  thisMess  satisfactory  mode  of 
intercourse.     I  hope,  however,  to  see  you  soon. 

I  have,  perhaps,  to  blame  myself  for  not  making  a  formal  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  2Cth  ultimo,  concerning  the  boats  for  landing,  though, 
if  I  remember  aright,  the  subject  has  not  been  omitted  in  our  i)ersonal 
interviews.  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  say  officially  that  ic  has  always 
been  my  intention  to  give  you  the  use  of  all  the  boats  of  the  squadron 
for  landing  your  troops,  and  to  make  this  operation  in  every  way  easy 
and  secure  by  the  means  in  my  own  hands,  though  1  have  certainly 
hoped  that  before  this  the  boats  for  which  you  made  a  requisition  would 
have  been  furnished. 

I  have  to  communicate  to  you  a  new  ])rqject  for  landing  the  troops 
which  will  very  much  lessen  the  difficulties,  provided  you  And  no  objec- 
tion to  its  adoption. 

Will  the  two  hulks  in  Wassaw  Sound  be  useful  to  you  in  the  contem- 
plated blockade  of  Lazaretto  passage?     If  so,  they  are  entirely  at  your 
service.    But  I  hope  to  see  you  tomorrow. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

S.  F.  DtT  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton.  Head. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Fla^- Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  the  closing  of  Lazaretto  Creel: 

Poet  lioYAL,  S.  C,  February  19, 1862.      • 
Commodore:  General  Gillraore  has  gone  down  to  put  up  a  boom, 
but  I  think  the  hulks  might  bo  found  preferable.     It  would  be  neces 
sary  to  examine  the  river  lirst  and  see.     I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  suggestion  and  the  ofier. 

Major  Beard,  our  saw-pile  machinist,  is  on  the  Savannah  Tiiver,  and, 
I  believe,  on  some  important  work.     I  know  of  no  other  one  who  can 
make  the  machine,  but  will  try  and  ascertain. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Hag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Wabash. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  insufficiency  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Vandaliafor  the  protection  of  Tybee. 

U.  S.  S.  PA^A^NEE, 

Tybee  Roads,  February ,  [1863]. 

Mt  Dear  Commodore:  The  condenser  has  been  put  in  order,  and  I 
am  quite  ready  for  any  service,  either  ashore  or  afloat. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  say  about  leaving  the  Vandalia  alone  here  for 
a  week.  So  far  as  regards  herself  she  would  be  quite  safe  from  attack, 
but  could  scarcely  prevent  steamers  from  either  running  in  or  out,  and 
the  Fingal  might  possibly  venture,  although  I  doubt  a  decision  being 
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come  to  on  the  subject  in  so  short  a  time  as  you  mention.  So  far  as 
protection  afforded  to  the  soldiers,  she  could  scarcely  at  any  time  afford 
more  than  moral  |supi)ort|,  and  I  don't  believe  ttiat  this  is  required 
now.  On  the  whole,  however,  it  would  be  perhaps  a  little  risky  to 
leave  these  roads  without  a  steamer.  In  haste. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

r.  Drayton. 
Flag-Oflficer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

]Vabusli. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U,  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  consular  information  regarding  the  steamers  Economist, 
Battalion,  and  Mechid. 

Navy  Department,  February  20, 1862. 

SiB:  I  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  dispatch, 

No.  11,  dated  the  31st  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by 

the  United  States  consul  at  Loudon,  relative  to  the  steamers  Economist, 

Battalion,  and  Bechid,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  rebel  agents  in  Europe. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  0. 

[Enclosure.] 

No.  11.]  U.  S.  Consulate, 

London,  January  31, 1862. 

SiE :  The  steamer  Economist,  of  which  I  have  already  advised  you, 
sailed  yesterday,  Janug,ry  30,  and  similar  cargo  is  now  in  readiness  for 
shipment,  which  I  think  will  go  on  board  the  iron  screw  steamer  Bat- 
talion, now  here  and  abjout  ready  to  receive  it.  It  will  consist  of  arms, 
ammunition,  clothing,  etc.  The  insurgents  are  about  to  ship  fifteen  or 
twenty  rifled  cannon  from  this  or  some  other  port.  1  hear  rumors  of 
shipments  preparing  at  other  ports,  which  T  shall  keep  in  view  and 
advise  you  at  the  earliest  moment. 

I  saw  a  merchant  who  has  an  interest  in  the  Reehid  this  morning, 
and  he  thinks  she  has  before  this  time  got  into  Charleston,  Savannah, 
or  some  other  Southern  port  and  that  they  will  realize  a  profit  of 
£50,000  on  her  cargo. 

The  Confederates  have  labored  very  hard  to  create  the  belief  here 
that  the  blockade  offers  but  little  obstruction  to  the  entrance  and 
departure  of  vessels  from  Southern  ports.  They  pretend  at  Lloyd's  to 
have  a  list  of  1,000  vessels  which  have  passed  the  blockaded  ports 
without  obstruction.  Can  you  give  me  an  approximation  of  the  num- 
ber which  have  passed  out  and  in  of  the  established  ports  for  the  last 
three  months,  and  the  number  that  have  been  taken  in  the  attempf? 
The  report  here  is  that  the  steamer  Gladiator,  with  her  valuable  cargo, 
succeeded  in  getting  into  a  Southern  port. 

From  what  I  have  but  recently  learned  1  have  no  doubt  but  large 
quantities  of  war  material  will  be  shipped  within  the  coming  two  or 
three  weeks,  perhaps  mostly  next  week,  and  it  ought  to  be  well 
looked  after.  1  advised  you  in  a  ])revious  dispatch  of  tlie  loading  of  a 
steamer  some  days  before  the  Economist  left,  with  war  stores,  etc.,  for 
the  insurgents. 
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Should  the  Keehid  get  in  and  out  safely  it  will  afford  great  euconr- 
agemeiit  to  merchants  liere  to  keep  up  this  contraband  traffic. 

People  here  of  all  classes  are  looking  with  great  interest  to  the 
opening  of  PiirJiament,  because  they  anticipate  early  and  important 
discussions,  if  not  action,  on  the  American  question. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MoKSE. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Flaij-Officcr  Dn   I'ont,  I'.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  I'urrott, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  coal. 

PLACiSHIP    WaBA,SH, 

I'ort  Eoyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  20,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  so  anxious  not  to  interfere  with  the  ettectiveness  of  the 
blockade  under  your  chiirge  that  1  send  you  a  schooner  with  some  140 
tons  of  coal — all  that  1  have. 
I  will  relieve  you  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Did  the  Co)mec<ic«i  communicate  with  you? 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  J)u  Pont, 

Fkui  Officer. 
Commander  E.  (i.  Pareott, 

U'.  S.  S.  Augusta,  (Jomdg.  Blockading  Force  off  Charleston. 

P.  S. — I  sent  an  order  by  the  Connecticut  to  dispatch  the  Penguin  to 
this  port.  If  you  have  not  received  this,  and  can  spare  the  Penguin  for 
a  few  days,  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  her  here. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  additional  vessels  for  his  command. 

Navy  Department,  February  21,  isco. 

Sir:  *  *  *  The  steamers -S'acAem  and  (7Mrn««cA:  have  been  ordered 
to  report  to  yon  for  d  uty.  The  Vermont  has  probably  sailed  from  Boston 
for  Port  Royal.  She  will  be  accompanied  by  the  steamer  Kensington, 
ordered  to  the  Gulf. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CiiDEON  Welles. 
Flag-Ofificer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  FlagOfficer  Jhi  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Gardner 
V.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  N.  O.  M.  Pettit,  to' proceed  to  duty  in 
Wall'n  Cut,  South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Noyal  Harbor,  S.  6'.,  February  21.  1862. 
Sir:  Yon  will  please  pioceed  with  tlie  O.  M.  Pettit  under  your  com- 
mand to  Wall's  Cut  and  report  to  Lieutenant  (Jommanding  Collins  of 
the  Unadilla.  ' 
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I  have  detailed  you  for  service  there  at  the  request  of  General  Sher- 
man, and  Lieutenant  Commandiug  Collins  will  direct  you  to  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Vii'le.  " 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  V.  1)1'  Font, 

Fl(((j-  Officer. 

Acting  Master  A.  S.  Gardner. 

Commanding  U.  S.  A'.  0.  M.  Fcttit,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag  Officer  Ihi  Font,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S. 
Navy,  senior  officer  in  ^yrighVs  River,  requrding  the  supervision  of  the 
v.  «.  S.  O.  M'.  Fettit. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  iV.  C,  February  21,  ]862. 
Sir:  The  Fettit  is  ordered  to  report  to   you.     1  send  her  at  the 
request  of  the  commandiug  general   to  assist  and  watch   over  the 
operations  of  Brigadier-General  Viele. 

You  will  therefore  place  her  at  the  general's  disposal,  without,  how- 
ever, withdrawing  your  supervision  of  her  movements  and  consequently 
your  responsibility  for  her  safety. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

Senior  Officer,  Wright's  River. 


!>■  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  TJ.  <S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S. 
ivy,  senior  officer  in  Wright's  River,  regarding  the  position  of  the 


Order 
Nai 
U.  S.'S.  E.  B.  Hale. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  33,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  addressed  you  last  evening  by  General  Viele,  since  which  I 
have  had  some  misgivings  as  to  my  order  about  the  Hale,  and  have 
consulted  Commander  John  Kodgers  in  reference  thereto. 

He  says  very  emphatically  that  she  will  be  much  exposed,  isolated, 
and  cut  ofi'  from  supi)ort  in  New  Eiver,  where  she  may  be  attacked  by 
flats  or  otherwise. 

She  is  also  too  small  to  be  subjected  to  such  an  attack.  You  will 
therefore  I'eplace  her  where  she  was,  and  inform  General  Viele  of  this 
order.  If  he  has  any  apprehensions,  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
he  arrange  pickets  in  boats,  which  could  move  quickly,  while  the  river, 
being  so  crooked,  would  make  it  difficult  for  the  Hale  to  move. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Tiieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

Senior  Officer,  Wright's  h'ivcr. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Qillis,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  23,  1862. 
Sir:  I  send  you  the  Wyandotte,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Whiting, 
for  blockading  duty  in  Wassaw  Sound. 
Please  dispose  of  her  to  the  best  advantage. 
EespectfuUy,  etc., 


Commander  J.  P.  Oillis, 

TJ.  iS.  S.  Seminole  (if  present;  otherwise 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan, 

U.  S.  S.  Norwich). 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du   Pont,    U.  iS.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of 
reconnoissance  in  North  Edisto  River,  S.  C,  February  23-28, 1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  11,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  another  interesting  report  from 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  giving  informa- 
tion of  a  daring  reconnoissance  made  at  Bear  Bluff  by  that  officer  and 
Lieutenant  Prentiss. 

When  relieved  from  the  pressing  importance  of  securing  this  part  of 
the  coast,  I  purpose  to  pay  especial  attention  to  Edisto. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
North  Edisto,  March  3,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  instant  [ultiinoj,  I  received  information  that  the 
enemy  were  building  a  battery  at  Bear  Bluff,  opposite  White  Point. 
On  the  night  of  the  ^4th,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Pientiss,  I  went 
up  in  our  dingey,  with  three  men,  and  lauded  without  being  discovered 
by  the  guard.  Lieutenant  Prentiss  and  I  went  up  and  found  the  bat- 
tery in  an  unfinished  state,  and,  looking  about  us,  discovered  the  mag- 
azine; found  two  of  the  picket  guard  asleep  in  it;  got  one  musket  out 
from  beside  them  without  awakening  them;  returned  to  the  boat  and 
brought  up  two  of  the  men  to  secure  them ;  in  doing  so,  1  regret  to  say, 
one  of  them  was  shot  through  the  head  and  instantly  killed,  the  justol 
in  my  hand  going  off  accidentally  in  the  struggle.  We  carried  both  to 
the  boat  and  escaped  witliout  discovery. 

The  picket  guard  at  the  battery  that  night  consisted  of  15  infantry 
and  2  mounted  men,  in  command  of  a  lieutenant,  so  the  surviving 
prisoner  states.  We  buried  the  other  properly  the  next  day  near  the 
cam])  of  the  Forty  seventh  Regiment.  His  name,  Joseph  A.  Wilson, 
Company  C,  Moore's  battalion,  stationed  at  Church  Flats.  The  other, 
n<nv  on  board  this  vessel,  is  William  M.  Evins,  from  llabun  County,  Ga., 
of  the  same  company.    According  to  his  account  there  are  two  regi- 
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ments  at  Ohurcli  Flats,  sending  pickets  out  regularly  to  Rockville,  Bear 
BluflF,  and  other  points  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Their  men  ill  fed, 
not  paid  nor  clothed,  and  badly  treated.  * 

"Wilson  was  from  Pickens  district,  South  Carolina.  The  musket  we 
have  taken  from  them  is  of  the  English  pattern;  has  the  tower  mark; 
date,  1861.  Both  cartridge  boxes  contained  Ely's  London  stamped 
cartridges. 

I  sent  a  boat  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Prentiss  into  Rockville  on  the 
night  of  the  28th,  but  they  were  discovered,  though  proceeding  cau- 
tiously, and  a  volley  fired  into  them  as  they  touched  the  shore,  without 
hitting  auyone,  however.  Having  orders  to  return  if  discovered,  they 
withdrew.  The  bad  weather  to  day  prevented  my  going  up  the  river 
as  I  intended. 

We  have  picked  up  several  contrabands  from  the  east  side  lately,  one 
coming  from  Charleston,  reaching  here  by  way  of  John's  Island  in 
twenty-four  hours,  though  arrested  by  a  picket  and  detained  on  the 
way.    He  succeeded  in  escaping  again  at  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 
TAeutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comm,anding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Boggs,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  hssume  temporary  command  in  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  2i,  1862. 
SiK :  As  you  have  some  indispensable  repairs  to  do  to  your  vessel,  and 
feeling  confident  you  will  be  in  full  time  for  any  active  service  in  the 
Gulf,  I  have  to  direct  that  you  will  please  take  charge  of  the  harbor 
here  during  my  absence,  or  until  I  can  send  a  vessel  up  to  relieve  you, 
which  I  think  will  not  be  later  than  Saturday. 

The  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb,  Captain  Boixtelle,  will  also 
remain,  and  I  have  given  the  latter  some  directions  as  to  the  Vermont, 
should  she  come  during  my  absence. 

The  Courier,  storeship,  three  hulks,  on  one  of  which  a  machine  shop  is 
being  erected,  and  two  pilot  boats,  witli  the  tug  Mercury,  are  all  I  leave 
behind. 
Some  of  the  blockading  vessels  may  be  coming  in. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Uu  Pont, 

Flag-Offlcer. 
Commander  C.  S.  Boggs, 

U.  S.  S.  Varuna,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  forwarding  consular  information  from  Nassau  regarding  move- 
ments of  blockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  February  25, 1862. 
SiK:  1  herewith  enclose  extracts  from  a  dispatch  dated  the  Vlth. 
instant,  and  a  copy  of  one  dated  the  16th  instant,  received  by  the 
N  w  R — VOL  12 36 


562        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Departrnent  of  State  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau,  in  relation 
to  the  arrival  at  tliat  port  of  the  steamers  Catawba  and  Kate  and  other 
vessels  from  rebel  ])orts,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Dit  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  Consulate, 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  February  12, 1862. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  within  the  past  week  there 
have  been  five  arrivals  of  small  schooners  froiii  Charleston,  S.  C,  all 
laden  with  cottou,  and  this  morning  the  rebel  steamer  Catawba  arrived 
here,  direct  from  Charleston,  fully  laden  with  rice  and  cotton  and  flying 
the  secession  rag  at  her  peak,  to  the  mortification  of  loyal  Americans 
here  and  to  the  intense  gratification  of  the  Conchs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  also  that  the  Gladiator  is  still  here. 
Two  steamers  from  Charleston  have  taken  most  of  her  powder  and  arms, 
and  the  Gataicba  will  complete  the  rest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  Saml.  Whiting, 

Consul. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Commander  Le  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  U.  S.  steamers  Mohican  and  Bienville,  to  join  the  flag  officer  off  St. 
Andrew's  Sound,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
At  Sea,  Tuesday,  February  25, 1862. 
Sib:  Flag-Ofiflcer  Du  Pont  was  to  leave  Port  Royal  this  (Tuesday) 
noon,  and  directed  me  to  advise  you  that  he  wishes  the  Mohican,  liien- 
ville,  and  this  ship  to  join  him  oii'  St.  Andrew's.    He  ex])ects  to  be  there 
this  (Tuesday)  night. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commander. 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican. 
Commander  Chas.  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 

Delivered  personally,  also  verbally,  the  same  night  to  S.  W.  Godon. 

W.  E.  L. 

Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Arrow,  off  Fernandina,  Fla.,  by  the  U.  8.  S. 
Bienville,  February  25,  1862. 

Seport  of  Commander  Godon,  TJ,  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Off  Nassau,  February  25,  1862. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Cominander 
Steedman  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Arrow,  from 
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Nassau,  New  Providence.  She  was  sighted  aud  chased  at  daylight  by 
the  Bienville  oS  St.  John's,  and  myself,  offFernaudiua,  at  about  the  same 
time,  the  Bienville  reaching  her  souietime  before  ttie  Mohican  came  up 
with  her.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  proper,  in  justice  to  Commander 
Steedman's  vigilance  and  activity,  to  direct  him  to  communicate  his 
capture  to  you,  simply  forwarding  his  report  as  the  senior  ofilicer  pres- 
ent. The  vessel  is  of  CO  tons,  her  quarters  are  very  small  aud  no  accom- 
modations for  the  officers  sent  in  her  in  charge,  as  crew  and  officers  will 
be  obliged  to  occupy  the  same  apartment.  If  you  could  have  the  ves- 
sel towed  north  and  return  her  crew,  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the 
Bienville,  and  keep  her  in  better  trim  for  using  her  guns  if  need  be. 
This  is  the  first  vessel  that  has  been  seen  for  several  weeks  from  St. 
Augustine  to  Fernandina  by  any  of  the  blockading  vessels. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 
Senior  O'fficer  Present. 
Flag-OfiQcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Soiith  Atlantic  Blockadiwj  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Commander  Steedman,  TJ.  6.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S,  Bienville. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  St.  Mary's  Harhor,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  ou  this  date,  at  C :  15  a.  m.,  while 
ott'  St.  John's,  in  11  fathoms  of  water,  steering  west  toward  Mount  Cor- 
nelia, with  it  in  plain  sight,  discovered  a  schooner  bearing  north,  steer- 
ing tlie  same  way  as  ourselves,  with  a  free  wind;  steered  for  her,  when 
she  hauled  her  wind  and  stood  north.  About  five  minutes  afterward 
she  kept  off  about  W.  N.  W. ;  altered  the  course  of  our  ship  to  N.  W. 
by  N.  to  get  in  between  her  and  the  land.  She  then  hauled  up  to  the 
northward  for  a  few  minutes,  when  she  came  about  and  went  off  to  the 
southward  and  eastward;  steered  for  lier  and  at  tlie  same  time  discov- 
ered another  sail  to  the  northward,  which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S. 
Mohican,  in  chase.  At  7 :  15  came  up  alongside  of  the  schooner  and 
hoisted  our  ensign,  she  hoisting  English  colors. 

Upon  examination  of  the  vessel,  and  finding  various  articles  of  a  sus- 
l)icious  character,  with  notes  attached  to  them  of  a  similar  nature,  her 
movements  at  the  time  she  was  discovered  and  afterward,  together  with 
her  being  within  the  line  of  blockade,  and  so  much  out  of  the  usual 
track  of  vessels  running  between  the  ports  of  Nassau  and  New  York, 
I  deemed  it  proper  on  these  grounds,  with  the  sanction  of  Commander 
Godon,  to  place  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her,  and  send  her  to  New 
York  for  adjudication,  touching  at  Port  Royal  for  such  instructions  as 
you  may  think  proper  to  give. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Steedman, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  in  Chief,  etc.,  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Wabash. 
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Letter  from  Flag-officer  Dii  Pout,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  the  Judge  of  the  U.  S. 
district  court  at  Philadelphia,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Alert  off  St.  John^s,  Fla.,  Fehrimry  26,  1862^ 

Flagship  Wauash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  tbe  capture  of  the  schooner 
Alert  oil  the  26th  of  Febraary  last,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  Oommander 
Steedmau,  under  the  tbllowiug  circumstances: 

The  Bienville,  while  at  anchor  in  it  fathoms  of  water  and  distance 
2J  miles  from  the  bar  of  St.  John's,  Fla.,  discovered  a  schooner  inside 
of  her  and  on  the  other  edge  of  the  bar,  trying  to  get  into  the  entrance 
of  St.  John's.  Chase  was  immediately  made,  and  after  firing  some  half- 
dozen  shots  at  her,  she,  linding  it  impossible  to  escape,  bore  up  and  ran 
down  for  the  steamer,  at  the  same  time  showing  English  colors. 

She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  ^1  Jert,  and  purported  to  be  from  Ha  vana 
and  bound  to  New  York,  but  the  master  and  owner,  who  was  on  board, 
is  William  Hone,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of 
Savannah,  and  has  been  sent  north  on  the  Bienville  as  a  prisoner. 

All  her  papers  want  the  British  consular  certificates  to  make  them 
legal,  and  her  ciew  list  is  deficient  in  everything  except  the  mere  names 
of  the  officers  and  men.     She  has  no  manifest. 

It  further  a))pears  by  a  memorandum  account  sales  and  disburse- 
ments found  amongst  the  master's  papers  that  he  had  carried  out  to 
Warsaw  [Nassau?]  54  bales  of  cotton  from  Charleston,  S.  C. 

After  her  capture  she  was  brought  into  Port  Royal,  where  she 
remained  in  charge  of  an  acting  master's  mate  until  my  return  from 
an  expedition  to  the  southward. 

I  ordered  a  board  of  officers  to  make  a  careful  and  accurate  appraise 
ment  of  the  value  of  "the  schooner,  with  her  tackle,  etc.,  also  of  her 
cargo,  requiring  them  further  to  examine  into  her  seaworthiness. 

Enclosed  is  tbe  report  com]>rising  an  inventory  of  the  cargo. 

The  board  having  decided  in  favor  of  her  seaworthiness,  1  have 
directed  Acting  Master's  JMate  Charles  V.  Kelly  to  take  her  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  for  adjudication.  He  will  deliver  to  you  all  the  papers 
in  the  case  and  give  necessary  evidence. 

Kespectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  l)u  Pon  r. 

Flag  Officer. 

Hon.  John  Cadwaladbk, 

/ '.  S.  ]>in1rici  Judge. 

Note. — Orders  given  in  the  usual  form  to  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Charles  V.  Kelly  to  take  the  schooner  Alert  to  the  ]>ort  of  Philadel- 
phia for  adjudication. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S 
Navy,  transmitting  information  regarding  the  arrival  at  Nansau,  Neir 
Providence,  of  the  blockade  runner  Kate. 

Navy  Department,  February  27,  JS62. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secre 
tary  of  State  and  referred  to  this  Department  by  George  C.  Barney, 
dated  Nassau,  February  17,  in  relation  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Kate  at  that  port  and  the  manner  in  which  she  is  said  to  have  run  the 
blockade. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Mu  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron,  Port  Roiial.  S.  G. 
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[Enclosure] 

ITassau,  New  Providence,  Bahamas, 

^Fehruarg  17,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  steamer  Kate  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Oharlestou,  S.  0., 
having  run  the  blockade  as  follows:  Leaves  Charleston  under  cover  of 
night;  is  seen  the  next  morning  among  the  fleet  with  the  American 
flag  and  supposed  to  belong  to  the  squadron.  Hemains  all  day  cruis- 
ing about  at  a  distance  and  the  next  night  leaves  for  this  place  and 
arrives  safe  under  British  colors.  Loads  with  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  steamer  Gladiator,  which  arrived  herefrom  Europe  in  Decem- 
ber last  (about  that  time)  and  returns  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  getting  into 
port  in  tlie  same  manner. 

I  h()]ie  soon  to  see  a  stop  put  to  this  game. 
Can  1  be  of  any  service  to  your  Government? 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  C.  Barney. 
Hou.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washimjton,  I).  0. 


Instructions  from  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Hag- 
ijerty,  U.  S.  Navi/.  in  vieiv  of  the  probable  departure  of  the  former  from 
Tybec  Roads,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Tybee  Roads,  February  27,  1862. 
Sn; :  I  am  directed  to  join  the  flag  officer  on  his  appearance  off  this 
place,  as  also  the  other  steamers.     You  will  necessarily  be  left  in  charge 
of  tins  anciiorage.     1  have  received  no  special  instructions  by  which  to 
guide  my  conduct  further  tlian  what  is  contained  iu  my  previous  letters 
and  orders  to  you.     Tlie  geneial  protection  of  Tybee  Island,  so  far  as 
it  may  be  in  your  power,  from  the  water,  and  the  blockade  of  the  Savan- 
nah Kiver,  is  ot  course  a  part  of  j'our  duty,  as  well  as,  if  possible,  to 
board  any  suspicious  vessels  that  may  appear  off  the  port.    Further  than 
this  I  can  think  of  nothing  tliat  it  would  be  of  importance  for  you  to 
know.    As  I  have  received  no  instructions  from  the  tiag-offioer,  you  must 
depend  on  your  own  judgment  for  what  is  right  iu  cases  not  reached 
by  the  general  orders  issued  to  commanders  of  vessels. 
Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Urayton, 
Commander,  Commanding  off  Tybee. 

Commander  P.  S.  Haggerty, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
urging  vigilance  in  the  prevention  of  trade  with  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence. 

Navy  Department,  February  28, 1862. 

Sir  :  From  various  sources,  and  especially  i)y  letters  received  at  the 

Department  of  State,  it  is  apprehended  that  an  active  communication 

is  kept  up  between  Nassau  and  the  rebels.     It  is  of  great  importance 

that  this  communication  should  be  interdicted  or  prevented,  and  that 
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as  many  of  the  vessels  as  possible  engaged  iu  it  should  be  captured. 
The  Department  therefore  hopes  that  amidst  your  multiplied  duties  this 
matter  may  not  receive  the  less  attention  and^that  all  vigilance  may  be 
exercised. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Plag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ihi  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Mather, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Henry  Andrew,  to  remain  for  the 
protection  of  Wassaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Wassaw,  February  28,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  return  to  Wassaw  Sound  with  the  Henry 
Andreir  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan,  of  the  Nor- 
icich,  as  part  of  the  force  for  the  protection  of  Wassaw  Sound  in  case 
the  Seminole  has  left  her  anchorage. 

I  had  intended  that  you  should  accoinjiany  the  present  expedition, 
but  the  public  service  requires  that  you  should  remain  at  Wassaw, 
where  you  may  be  more  wanted  and  may  have  a  greater  opportunity  of 
showing  your  zeal  and  energy,  which  I  fully  appreciate. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather, 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew. 


Expedition  to  coast  of  Georqia  and  Florida,  February  28  to  March  15, 

1862. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  ?ont,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Major  Eejnolds,  U.  S.  Harine  Corps,  regarding 
the  embarking  of  marine  battalion. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  20,  1862. 
MA.JOR:  The  McClellan  will  be  over  at  Bay  Point  to-morrow  after- 
noon (Friday)  to  take  on  board  the  battalion. 

At  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  you  will  leave  at  Bay 
Point  a  guard  of  50  men,  embarking  the  rest. 

You  will  please  see  that  the  provisions  now  on  hand  are  put  in  charge 
of  a  proper  person,  and  let  your  quartermaster  make  out  a  requisition 
immediately  for  a  week's  rations,  to  be  put  on  board  the  McClellan. 
General  Sherman  goes  himself  on  the  McClellan. 
Respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Major  J.  G.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Battalion  of  U.  S.  Marines. 

P.  S. — The  camp  equipage  you  will  not  require. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  V.  S.  Kavy,  regarding  the 

vessels  from  Wassaw  Sound. 

Confidential.]  Flagsjiip  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  SO,  1862. 

Sir:  This  is  to  inform  you  tbat  I  shall  be  oif  Wassaw  on  Saturday, 
li2d  Februnry. 

You  will  please  be  ready  to  come  out  with  all  the  vessels  except  the 
Norwich  and  Release,  to  which  I  will  add  the  Wyandotte,  from  Tybee, 
to  guard  Wassaw  during  your  absence. 

You  will  see  that  these  vessels  are  placed  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
will  leave  Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan  in  charge. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Du  Pont. 

Flag-  Officer 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  8.  8.  8eminole,  Wassatc  Inlet,  Georgia. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Oificer  Du  Font,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  movement  of  troops. 

Pebruary  21,  1862. 
Commodore:  I  will  not  send  the  McClellan  over  today. 
It  is  really  hoped  the  weather  will  settle  soon.    The  order  went  down 
this  morning  for  Wright  to  en)bark  his  troops. 

I  have  been  examining  the  maps  and  fear  there  will  be  much  dif- 
ficulty in  landing  troops,  with  our  means,  on  the  coast  shore.     I  have 
an  idea  which  may  be,  i)robably,  practicable  to  some  extent,  which  1 
will  tell  you  of  when  I  see  you. 
Yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  PoNT. 


letter  from  Flag-Officer  Bu  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  the  embarkation  of  marines. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  23,  1862. 
General:  I  have  given  such  orders  already  in  reference  to  the 
embarkation  of  the  marines  and  the  jneparations  of  this  ship  as  render 
it  preferable  for  me  to  sail  tomorrow.  I  was  induced  to  do  this  fiom 
the  very  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  this  morning,  and  still  continu- 
ing, coupled  with  its  being  Sunday. 

The  Harriet  J.ane  is  coming  in  with  Captain  Porter,  of  the  mortar  fleet, 
and  may  have  important  dispatches. 

Will  Captain  Saxton  remember  this  is  the  day  for  the  Columbia  to 
leave  the  mails  on  the  light  vessel? 

Will  you  send  the  McClellan  over  for  the  marines  this  afternoon? 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Brigadier  General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S,  Navy,  to  Major  Reynolds,  TT.  S.  Harine  Corps,  for  the 

embarkation  of  marines. 

PtAGSHip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  33,  1862. 
Majoe:  Please  embark  this  afternoon  on  the  McGlellan. 
Respectfully,  etc. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FlagOfficer. 
Major  J.  G.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion. 


Beport  of  Major  Reynolds,  V.  S.  Marine  Corps,  of  the  embarkation  of  his  battalion. 

U.  S.  Transport  McOlellan, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  0.,  February  28,  1862. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  marine  battalion,  with 
the  exception  of  the  guard  retained  at  Bay  Point,  is  embarked  on  board 
tiiis  vessel.    My  command  consists  of  15  officers  and  273  rank  and  tile. 
1  would  like  if  my  command  could  be  increased  by  the  presence  of 
Lieutenant  Goldsborough,  formerly  associated  with  the  battalion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  George  RE^NOLDs, 

Major,  Gommandiny  Battalion. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommandiny  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from       igadier-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Dn  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
urging  immediate  departure. 

McClellan,  February  24,  1862. 
Commodore  :  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  the  Wabash  can 
not  get  out  to  morrow  that  we  move  without  her,  and  let  her  come 
along  as  soon  as  she  can.     She  might,  after  all,  get  there  in  time.     I 
have  horrid  fears,  almost,  of  any  further  delay. 
Yours,  truly, 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Flag-Oflacer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommandiny,  etc. 
1  will  move  down  to  Tybee  in  the  morning. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Offioer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  a  delay  of  operations. 

McGlellan,  February  21,  1862. 

Commodore:  I  had  to  come  over  to  this  side  in  consequence  of 
something  I  heard  going  on  here. 

I  will  leave  for  Tybee  to-morrow  morning,  probably  remain  there  two 
hours,  and  thence  to  VVassaw. 

1  can  judge  better  what  I  can  do  after  seeing  the  condition  of  the 
troops  and  horses.  Had  I  the  means  of  landing  1  would  not  hesitate 
to  go  to  the  coast  side  at  once  witli  our  forces.    Whatever  is  to  be  done 
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must  be  done  quickly  now.  I  tremble  almost  at  the  prospect  of  the 
condition  of  the  horses  and  men  at  Tybee  after  a  tarry  there  of  a 
whole  month.  * 

Tours,  truly,  T.  W.  Sherman. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  11.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army, 
regarding  plans  for  cooperative  movement. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  February  24,  1S62. 
General:  After  receiving  your  note  I  went  on  deck,  intending  to 
go  on  board  the  McClellan  to  see  you,  but  found  you  bad  gone  over  to 
the  other  side. 

1  write,  therefore,  to  say  that  I  have  thought  over  most  deeply  our 
conversation  to  day,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  if  the  plan  sug- 
gested by  you  is  the  best — to  cut  oft'  a  retreating  enemy — which  I  do 
not  myself  see,  but  of  which  you  know,  of  course,  best,  it  is  altogether 
unnaval  for  the  capture  of  the  batteries,  and  these  have  to  be  taken  by 
the  smaller  vessels  after  you  land,  and  whether  you  have  succeeded  or 
not  in  your  object. 

The  squadron  of  gunboats  has  to  go  2  miles  in  a  narrow  channel 
under  a  raking  fire  from  three  or  four  batteries,  without  knowing  how 
jiir  Fort  Clinch  is  armed.  Surely,  if  1  can  turn  these,  or  iiass  them  on 
their  weak  sides,  I  could  hardly  be  justified  in  taking  any  other  course. 
I,  therefore,  am  of  opiuion  the  sound  should  be  first  atteuiirted,  and 
if  our  pilots  are  correct  we  shall  pass  through  with  all  but  the  ^yahaf<h 
and  Susguehannti  and  land  you  at  Feniandina  independent  of  weather. 
On  the  coast  the  landing  could  not  be  effected  if  the  weather  was 
easterly. 

1  shall  hojie  to  see  you  at  Tybee  or  Wassaw.     In  the  meantime,  I 
shall  order  my  fleet  to  rendezvous  at  St.  Andrew's. 
Yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flu  (J- Officer. 
General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  on  hoard  U.  S.  S.  McClellan. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 
regarding  the  canse  of  detention. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  y~),  1862. 
General:  This  northeast  wind  kills  another  day;  but  I  think  it  is 
well  the  transports  are  not  outside,  and  in  this  weather  all  landing  on 
the  (joast  would  be  out  of  the  question,  which  reduces  itself,  indeed,  to 
this — whether  to  wait  here  or  at  sea,  besides  giving  information  so  much 
the  longer  to  the  enemy. 

I  thought  I  would  send  a  vessel  down  with  this,  believing  you  would 
be  glad  to  hear  and  to  know  that  we  are  only  detained  by  the  wind. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Tybee  or  Wannaw. 
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letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  11.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army, 
regarding  farther  cause  of  detention. 

Klagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  February  37,  1862. 
General:  I  have  been  much  tried  by  the  weather.     The  delay, 
however,  brought  my  ammunition,  but  it  was  under  hay  and  oats,  and 
in  spite  of  all  I  could  do  I  have  to  leave  my  gunboats  to  receive  it. 
They  will  follow,  lest  I  miss  the  tide, 
lu  haste,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay-Officer. 
General  T.  W.  Sherman, 

(Jommandiny  Expeditionary  Corps,  Tybee  or  Wassaw. 

P.  S. — I  leave  with  the  coming  tide,  and  shall  be  oft"  Wassaw  to-night 
or  to-morniw  morning. 

S.  F.  D. 


Memorandum  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Commanders  Drayton  and  Gillis,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  their  commands. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  February  27,  1862. 
The  flagship  and  the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  in  this  port  will  be  off 
Tybee  entrance  and  Wassaw  Sound  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning. 

Captain  Drayton  and  Captain  Gillis  will  please  be  on  the  lookout  for 
signals,  and  be  ready  to  leave  port  with  the  force  under  their  command 
at  a  moment's  notice.  In  compliance  with  previous  orders,  the  Vandali(( 
will  remain  in  Tybee  lioads,  and  the  Norwich,  Wyandotte,  and  Release 
will  remain  in  Wassaw  Sound. 

TSTo  prescribed  order  of  sailing  for  the  fleet  will  be  adopted  until  after 
leaving  Wassaw,  when  the  order  will  be  conveyed  by  signal,  if  necessary. 
Captain  Mather,  of  the  Henry  Andrew  (who  goes  to  Tybee  and  Was- 
saw for  this  purpose),  will  leave  a  copy  of  this  memorandum  with 
Captain  Drayton  and  Captain  Gillis. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer. 

P.  S. — Captain  Drayton  will  please  take  Acting  Master  Philemon 
Dickinson,  now  on  board  the  Vandaiia,  out  of  that  ship  and  retain  him 
ou  board  the  Pawnee  until  we  meet. 

S.  F.  D. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy,  designating 
vessels  to  join  the  expedition. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Wassaic,  February  28,  1862. 

Siu:  You  will  please  send  out  the  vessels  from  Wassaw,  excepting 
Norwich,  Wyandotte,  and  Release,  and  I  leave  to  your  better  judgment, 
from  the  knowledge,  of  the  localities  and  probabilities,  whether  you  can 
be  spared  with  the  ^Seminole  or  not. 

I  desire  to  have  yon  with  me,  but  you,  as  well  as  myself,  must  yield 
personal  considerations  to  the  necessities  of  the  public  service. 
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Come  out  at  all  events  and  we  will  consult  together.     The  news  is 
very  glorious  from  the  West;  Port  Donelson  has  fallen ;  15,000  prisoners. 
Respectfully,  etc.,  ^ 

S.  F.  Du  Pl.NT, 

F  lag-Officer. 
Commander  J.  P.  Gillis, 

U.  S.  (S'.  Seminole. 


Letter  from  Brigadiei-General  Sherman,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  IT.  S,  Navy, 
regarding  the  changed  aspect  of  affairs  in  view  of  the  reported  evacuation  of  Bronswick, 
Ga. 

[March  — ,  1862.] 
Commodore:  I  find  the  troops  here  in  pretty  bad  condition;  the 
ship  fever  to  some  extent. 

The  news  from  Savannah,  which  I  have  also  seen  confirmed  in  a 
Charleston  paper,  is  that  Brunswick  was  evacuated  on  the  15th,  and  as 
they  brought  to  Savannah  some  twenty -odd  large  guns,  no  doubt  but 
the  forts  at  St.  Simon's  are  abandoned,  too. 

This  changes  the  face  of  matters  much,  and  I  look  upon  the  whole 
Southern  coast  as  now  simply  a  cobweb  to  be  penetrated. 

I  would  like  to  occupy  St.  Simon's  and  Brunswick  with  a  small  force. 
This  might  very  properly  be  done  at  once,  unless  the  weather  will  suit 
and  all  are  prepared  to  move  at  once  for  Amelia  Island.  If  you  Intend 
still  to  enter  Cumberland  Sound  on  the  inside,  the  small  vessels  could 
be  worked  down  through  Jekyl  Greek. 
Yours,  truly,  etc., 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Flag-OfQcer  S.  F.  Da  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Circular.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Andrew's,  March  1,  ]862. 
The  order  of  steaming  while  entering  St.  Andrew's  and  passing 
through  Cumberland  sounds  will  be  the  line  ahead,  in  the  following 
succession : 

1.  Ottawa.  *  7.  Florida.  14.  Pembina. 

2.  Mohican,   accompa-     8.  James  Adger.  15.  Isaac  Smith. 

nied  by  Ellen.  9.  Bienville.  16.  Penguin. 

3.  Seminole.  10.  Alabama.  17.  Potomska. 

4.  Pawnee.  11.  Keystone  State.       18.  McClellan. 

5.  Pocahontas.  12.  Seneca. 

6.  Flag.  13.  Huron. 

The  special  attention  of  the  commanding  officers  is  called  to  the 
following  particulars: 

1st.  The  vessels  will  observe  the  closest  order  consistent  with  safety; 
(a)  for  mutual  support;  (i)  to  take  immediate  advantage  of  the  pilotage 
of  the  preceding  vessels. 

2d.  The  vessels  being  in  the  closest  order,  the  greatest  caution  will  be 
observed  in  firing  to  avoid  injuring  neighboring  vessels  by  the  blast  of 
the  gun  and  fragments  of  the  sabots. 
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3d.  The  utmost  care  will  be  taken  to  insure  accuracy  of  fire  and  avoid 
useless  expenditui 
4th,  The  armed  la 
of  by  special  order. 


a  useless  expenditure  of  ammunition. 
4:th,  The  armed  launches  and  small-arme«l  seamen  will  be  disposed 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 


Uemoiandnm  of  instructions  regarding  plan  of  operations. 

March  1,  1862. 

It  is  understood  that  the  transports  are  to  enter  St.  Andrew's  pre- 
ceded by  the  gunboats  and  to  proceed  to  Cumberland  Sound  by  the 
inland  passage.  Arriving  near  the  southern  extremity  of  Cumberland 
Island,  a  portion  of  the  land  force  is  to  be  landed  in  connection  with 
the  howitzers  of  the  Navy  and  a  force  of  seamen  to  carry  the  batteries 
at  that  point  and  prevent  the  escape  of  their  garrisons;  the  gunboats 
previously  to  open  fire  on  these  batteries.  At  the  same  time  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet  will  attack  the  batteries  on  Amelia  Island,  and 
having  silenced  such  of  the  guns  as  bear  upon  the  Amelia  liiver,  or  as 
soon  as  it  may  be  safe  to  attempt  the  passage,  the  transports  will  pro- 
ceed to  Fernaudiua,  or  its  vicinity,  and  land  the  remainder  of  the 
troops,  a  gunboat  being  promptly  sent  up  the  river  to  a  point  where 
her  guns  can  control  the  railroad  crossing  and  bridge. 

Should  there  i>rove  to  be  a  battery  on  McLure's  Hill,  it  will  probably 
have  to  be  silenced  before  the  transports  can  effect  a  landing. 

After  lauding  and  getting  possession  of  the  town,  fuither  movements 
must  depend  on  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy. 

Should  the  euemy  succeed  in  effecting  a  retreat  down  Amelia  Island 
before  the  troops  can  be  landed,  a  naval  force  will  be  sent  on  the  out- 
side to  intercept  the  retreat  by  firing  across  the  island. 


Hemorandum  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  V.  S.  Navy,  in  view 
of  the  reported  abandonment  of  Femandina,  Fla. 

A  contraband  brings  news  that  the  enemy  is  abandoning  Fernandina. 
Captain  Lanier  will  give  the  particulars  to  Captain  Lardner. 

The  flag  officer  wishes  Captain  Lardner  to  cnt  off  the  retreat  by  sea, 
if  any  is  atteinpted  within  his  reach,  and  to  command  the  southern  end 
of  Amelia  Island  with  his  guns,  the  railroad  included,  if  possible;  and  to 
endeavor  to  ascertain  if  the  guns  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  forts 
on  the  north  end  of  Amelia  Island;  or,  in  other  \viords,  if  the  defenses 
of  Fernandina  have  been  abandoned,  and  send  him  word. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  guns  are  carried  in  a  steamer  through  Nassau 
Sound  outside  into  St.  John's. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  ISquadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

Flagship  Mohican, 
Cumberland  Sound,  March  2,  1862. 
Captain  Lanier  was  sent  into  Fernandina  at  high  tide  to  get  all  the 
information  he  could  and  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  forts,  but  failed  to  get 
in.    Soon  afterwards  Susquehanna  proceeded  to  Nassau. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  occupy  the 
abandoned  defenses  of  Femandina,  Fla. 

Gonfldential.]  Flagship  Mohican, 

Cumberland  Sound,  March  2,  1862. 
SiH:  1  ]iave  received  information  that  the  enemy  is  now  abandoning 
Fort  Clinch  and  llie  earthworks  on  Amelia  Island  and  the  south  end  of 
Cumberland  Island,  which  are,  in  fact,  the  objects  of  this  expedition. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  waiting'  for  daylight  and  tlie  morning  tide,  wiiich 
are  necessary  to  the  vessels  of  large  draft,  you  will  proceed  in  haste, 
with  the  evening  tide,  through  Cumberland  Sound  into  Fernandina 
Hiirbor  and,  taking  i)ossession,  you  will  exert  yourself  to  i)reserve  pub- 
lic and  private  property  and  to  secure  prisoners  and  munitions  of  war. 
A  portion  of  the  troops  will  accompany  you  in  the  steamers  Boston 
and  MvGlellnn.  Major  Reynolds'  brigade  of  marines  is  also  on  board 
the  latter  vessel. 

lender  the  orders  of  General  Wright,  the  town  will  be  garrisone<l  and 
the  railroad  seized  and  occupied  by  the  soldiers  and  marines. 

I  shall  enter  Fernandina  on  the  morning  tide  through  the  main  ship 
channel  with  the  remainder  of  the  fleet. 

A  threat  has  been  made  to  poison  the  wells.     You  will  please  make 
this  known  to  prevent  any  injury  from  such  an  act  of  barbarism. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Comuiander  P.  Drayton, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee. 


Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  11.  S.  Navy, 

Flagship  Mohican, 

Harbor  of  Fernandina,  March  4,  1862. 

RiB:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my  last  dispatch  that  the 
expedition  for  Fernandina  was  equipped  and  waiting  only  for  suitable 
weather  to  sail  from  Port  Royal.  1  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  1  am  in  full  possession  of  Cumberland  Island  and  Sound,  of 
Fernandina  and  Amelia  Island,  and  of  the  river  and  town  of  St.  Mary's. 

I  sailed  from  Port  Eoynl  on  the  last  day  of  February,  in  the  Wabash, 
and  on  the  2d  instant  entered  Cumberland  Sound  by  St.  Andrew's 
Inlet,  in  the  Mohican,  Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  on  board  of  which  J 
have  hoisted  my  flag.  The  fleet  comprised  the  following  vessels,  sailing 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  named: 

Ottaica,  Mohican  (accompanied  by  Mien),  Seminole,  Pawnee,  Poca- 
hontas, Flag,  Florida,  James  Adger,  Bienville,  Alabama,  Keystone  State, 
Seneca,  Huron,  Pembina,  Isaac  Smith,  Penguin,  PotomsJca,  armed  cutter 
Henrietta,  armed  transport  McClellan,  the  latter  having  on  board  the 
battalion  of  marines  under  the  command  of  Major  Reynolds,  and  the 
transports  Empire  City,  Marion,  Star  of  the  South,  Belvidere,  Boston, 
George's  Creek,  containing  a  brigade  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
(Jeneral  Wright. 

We  came  to  anchor  in  Cumberland  Sound  at  half  past  10  on  the 
morning  of  the  2d,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  channel  and  wait  for 
the  tide. 

Here  I  learned  from  a  contraband  who  had  been  picked  up  at  sea  by 
Commander  Lanier,  and  from  the  neighboring  residents  on  Cumber- 
land Island,  that  the  rebels  had  abandoned  in  hiiste  the  whole  of  the 
defenses  of  Fernandina  and  were  even  at  that  moment  retreating  from 
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Amelia  Island,  carrying  with  them  such  of  their  munitions  as  their 
precipitate  flight  would  allow. 

Tlie  object  of  carrying  the  whole  fleet  through  Cumberland  Sound 
was  to  turn  the  heavy  works  on  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  and  the 
north  end  of  Amelia  islands;  but  on  receiving  this  intelligence  I 
detached  the  gunboats  and  armed  steamers  of  light  draft  from  the 
main  line  and,  placing  them  under  the  command  of  Commander  P. 
Drayton,  of  the  steam  sloop  Pawnee,  I  ordered  him  to  push  through 
the  sound  with  the  utmost  speed,  to  save  public  and  i)rivate  proDcrty 
from  threatened  destruction,  to  prevent  poisoning  the  wells,  and  to  put 
a  stop  to  all  those  outrages  by  the  perpetration  of  wliich  the  leaders 
in  this  nefarious  war  hope  to  deceive  and  exasperate  the  Southern 
people. 

In  the  meantime  I  went  out  of  the  sound  and  came  by  sea  to  the 
main  entrance  of  this  harbor. 

In  consequence  of  bad  weather  I  was  unable  to  cross  the  bar  till  this 
morning.  Commander  Drayton,  accompanied  by  Commander  C.  E.  P. 
Kodgers,  with  the  armed  launches  and  cutters  and  the  small-armed 
companies  from  the  Wabash,  had  arrived  several  hours  before  me. 

Immediately  on  his  entering  tlie  harbor,  Commander  Drayton  sent 
Lieutenant  White,  of  the  Ottawa,  to  hoist  the  flag  on  Fort  Clinch,  the 
first  of  the  national  forts  on  which  the  ensign  of  the  Union  has  resumed 
its  proper  place  since  the  first  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  issued. 

A  few  scattered  nuisket  shots  were  fired  from  the  town  by  the  flying 
enemy,  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  railroad  train  was  about  to  start. 
Commatider  Drayton,  on  board  the  Ottaiva,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens,  chased  this  train  for  2  miles  and  fired  several  shells  at  it, 
aiming  at  the  locomotive,  some  of  which  took  effect.  It  is  reported 
tliat  the  Hon.  David  [L.]  Yulee,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States 
from  the  State  of  Florida,  escaped  from  this  train  and  took  to  the 
bush.  Comniander  C.  K.  P.  Rodgers,  pushing  ahead  with  the  launches, 
captured  the  rebel  steamer  Darlington,  containing  military  stores,  army 
wagons,  mules,  forage,  etc.,  and  fortunately  secured  the  drawbridge, 
which  was  held  during  the  night  by  the  second  launch  of  the  Wabash. 

There  were  passengers,  women  and  children,  in  the  Darlington,  and 
the  brutal  captain  suffered  her  to  be  fired  upon  and  refused  to  hoist  a 
white  flag,  notwithstanding  the  entreaties  of  the  women.  No  one  was 
injured,  t  send  the  captain  of  the  steamer  home,  a  prisoner;  his  name 
is  Jacob  Brock;  he  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  but  has  been  a  resident  of 
Florida  for  twenty-three  years. 

The  same  night  Commander  C.  E.  P.  Eodgers  ascended  the  St. 
Mary's  with  the  Ottan-a  and  took  possession  of  the  town,  driving  out  a 
picket  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  town  of  Fernandina  was  also  occupied  by 
a  party  of  seamen  and  marines  from  Commander  Drayton's  command. 
In  both  places  most  of  the  inhabitants  had  fled,  by  order,  it  is  said,  of 
the  rebel  authorities.    A  company  of  seamen  and  marines  under  Lieu 
tenant  Miller  was  sent  from  the  Mohican  to  hold  Fort  Clinch. 

Itis  reported  tome  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes,of  the  Huron, 
that  the  whole  structure  of  the  railroad  on  the  Fernandina  side,  includ- 
ing the  swinging  drawbridge,  is  quite  uninjured.  The  rebels  have  done 
some  damage  by  fire  to  the  trestlework  on  tlie  other  side  of  the  river, 
but  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  its  extent.  Several  locomotives,  baggage 
cars,  tenders,  freight  cars,  and  some  other  property,  besides  that  found 
in  the  steamer  Darlington,  have  been  recoveied. 

The  whole  number  of  guns  discovered  up  to  this  lime  is  thirteen, 
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embracing  heavy  32-pouiiders,  Vlll-inch  guns,  and  one  80  and  one  120 
pounder  rifled  guns. 

The  towns  of  St.  Mary's  and  Fernandina  are  uninjured. 

I  visited  the  town,  Fort  Clinch,  and  the  earthworics  on  the  sea  face  of 
the  island.  It  is  impossible  to  look  at  these  preparations  for  a  vigorous 
defense  without  being  surprised  that  they  should  have  been  voluntarily 
deserted.  The  batteries  on  the  north  and  northeast  shores  are  as  com- 
plete as  art  can  make  them.  Six  are  well  concealed,  are  protected  by 
ranges  of  sand  hills  in  front,  contain  perfect  shelter  for  the  men,  and 
are  so  small  and  thoroughly  covered  by  the  natural  growth  and  by  the 
varied  contours  of  the  laud  that  to  strike  them  from  the  water  would 
be  tlie  mere  result  of  chance. 

A  battery  of  6  guns,  though  larger  and  aftording,  therefore,  a  better 
mark,  is  equally  well  sheltered  and  masked. 

These  batteries  and  the  heavy  guns  mounted  on  Fort  Clinch  com- 
mand all  the  turnings  of  the  main  ship  channel  and  rake  an  approach- 
ing enemy.  Besides  them  there  was  another  battery  of  4  guns  on  the 
south  end  of  Cumberland  Island,  the  lire  of  wiiich  would  cross  the 
channel  inside  of  the  bar.  The  difficulties  arising  from  the  indirectness 
of  the  channel  and  from  the  shoalness  of  the  bar  would  have  added  to 
the  defenses  by  keeping  the  approaching  vessels  a  long  time  exposed 
to  tire  under  great  disadvantages.  And  when  the  ships  of  an  enemy 
had  passed  all  these  defenses  they  would  have  to  encounter  a  well-con- 
stiucted  and  naturally  masked  battery  at  the  town,  which  commands 
the  access  to  the  inner  anchorage.  We  are  told  that  Geneial  Lee  pro- 
nounced the  place  perfectly  defensible.  We  are  not  surprised  at  this, 
if  true. 

We  captured  Port  Royal,  but  Fernandina  and  Fort  Clinch  have  been 
given  to  us. 

We  had  in  the  expedition  Mr.  W.  H.  Dennis,  an  assistant  in  the  Coast 
Survey,  who  possessed  accurate  local  knowledge  of  a  jiart  of  the  ground 
we  passed  over,  of  which  indeed  he  made  the  topographical  map  under 
tlie  direction  of  the  superintendent.  He  was  zealous  and  active,  and 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  mention  him. 

The  Empire  City,  on  board  of  which  was  General  Wright,  grounded 
on  the  bar.  As  soon  as  he  arrived  (in  another  steamer)  ininiediate  steps 
were  taken  to  transfer  to  him  theforts  and  all  authority  and  possessiouon 
tlie  land.  I  desire  to  speak  liere  of  the  liarmonious  counsels  and  cordial 
cooperation  which  have  marked  throughout  my  intercourse  with  this 
able  ofBcer.  Our  plans  of  action  have  been  matured  by  mutual  consul- 
tation, and  have  been  carried  into  execution  by  mutual  heli>. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  reminding  the  Department  that  one  ])rincipal 
and  ultimate  object  of  tlie  naval  expedition  which  1  have  the  honor  to 
command  was,  in  its  first  conception,  to  take  and  keep  under  control 
the  whole  line  of  the  seacoast  of  Georgia,  knowing  (to  use  the  language 
of  the  original  paper)  "that  the  naval  yiower  that  controls  the  seacoast 
of  Georgia  controls  the  State  of  Georgia."  The  report  that  the  fortiti- 
<atioii8  at  St.  Simon's,  armed  with  heavy  coluinbiads,  had  been  aban- 
doned, which  first  reached  me  at  Port  Itoyal,  is  confirmed.  This  being 
the  case,  the  entire  seacoast  of  Georgia  is  now  either  actually  in  my 
possession  or  under  my  control,  and  thus  the  views  of  the  Government 
have  been  accomplished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welljjs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Detailed  report  of  Commander  Drayton,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

,  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  2d  March,  1  left  at  daylight 
on  the  next  morning,  accompanied  by  the  following  gunboats  and 
other  light-draft  vessels,  viz :  The  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
T.  H.  Stevens;  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen;  Huron, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes;  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing J.  P.  Baukhead;  Imac  Smith,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A. 
Nicholson:  Penguin,  [Acting]  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  A.  Budd; 
Potomsfcrt,  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G.  Watmough,  and  Ellen,  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  [Acting  Master]  W.  Budd.  There  were  also  with 
us  three  armed  launclies  of  the  Wabash  and  a  company  of  sailors,  all 
under  the  command  of  Commander  C.  K.  P.  l\'odgers,  of  that  vessel,  as 
well  as  the  transports  McOlallan,  Captain  Gray,  on  board  of  which  was 
the  battalion  of  marines  of  Major  J.  G.  Reynolds;  the  Boston,  with  the 
Ninety-.seventli  I'i'nusylvania  Jiegiment,  Colonel  Guss,  and  the  armed 
cutter  Henrietta,  Captain  Bennett. 

We  proceeded  at  once  down  Cumberland  Sound.  The  navigation, 
however,  proved  to  be  quite  intricate,  and  besides,  the  Pawnee,  the 
Ottaira,  and  Huron  (the  latter  the  only  one  with  a  pilot  except  myself) 
were  alone  able  to  cross  the  flats  at  the  dividing  line  between  tides 
that  meet  in  the  sound  from  the  north  and  south. 

With  these  I  continued  on  until  at  3  o'clock,  and  when  only  '.i  miles 
distant  from  Fort  Clinch,  all  except  the  Ottawa  grounded,  and,  as  the 
tide  was  falling,  there  was  little  hope  of  getting  them  off  until  its 
change,  I  determined  therefore  to  imsh  on  in  that  vessel  with  the  three 
armed  launches  of  the  Wabash.  On  approaching  Fort  Clinch,  it  was 
so  evidently  deserted  that  I  would  not  stop,  but  merely  sent  Lieutenant 
G.  B.  White,  of  the  Ottawa,  on  shore  with  an  armed  boat  to  hoist  the 
American  flag  there  as  a  signal  to  yourself  at  anchor  outside  in  the 
Mohican.    This  he  did  and  returned  to  the  vessel  later. 

On  coming  in  sight  of  Old  Fernandina,  a  white  flag  was  displayed 
by  some  persons  on  shore.  Shortly  after,  and  when  passing  New  Fer- 
nandina, a  few  rifle  shots  were  tired  from  some  busjies  and  a  railroad 
train  was  perceived  Just  starting.  As  it  was  naturally  supposed  to  con- 
tain soldiers  escaping,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  to  try 
and  stop  it,  and  the  road  jtassing  for  some  distance  near  the  river,  and 
we  going  at  full  speed,  there  was  an  oi)portunity  of  tiring  several  shots 
at  the  two  locomotives  attached  to  the  train,  which,  however,  did  not 
prevent  its  escape  across  the  railroad  bridge,  which  is  4  miles  from  the 
town,  and  it  was  soon  lost  in  the  woods  on  the  other  side.  We  after- 
wards found  on  the  track  the  bodies  of  two  men  who  had  been  killed  by 
our  shots,  one  of  whom  was  a  soldier,  and  the  report  was  that  ex-Sena- 
tor Yulee,  who  was  on  one  of  the  cars,  had  also  been  struck,  but  this,  i 
think,  was  a  mistake. 

In  the  meantime,  a  small  steamer  was  discovered  attempting  to  escape 
up  the  narrow  creek  over  which  the  railroad  bridge  passes,  the  draw  of 
which  she  went  through  very  soon  after  the  train  had  crossed.  Several 
shots  were  fired  at  her  without  effect,  and  as  the  Ottawa  could  not  go 
up  the  creek.  Commander  Eodgers  followed  her  with  two  of  his  armed 
boats,  captured  and  brought  her  alongside.  She  was  found  to  be  filled 
principally  with  women  and  (jhildren,  but  also  had  on  board  a  surgeon 
in  the  Confederate  Army  and  a  number  of  mules  and  wagons  belonging 
to  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 
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As  everything  had  beeu  done  now  that  could  be  in  this  direction,  and 
as  it  was  quite  dark,  being  near  8  o'clock,  we  returned  ofi'  the  town  of 
Fernandina.  where  I  left  the  Otta:va  and  went  on  Coard  of  the  steamer 
that  we  had  captured  for  the  purpose  of  returning  with  a  pilot  to  bring 
up  the  Pawnee  and  Huron. 

Soon  after  Commander  Rodgers,  with  the  Ottaiva,  proceeded  to  occupy 
tiie  town  of  St.  Mary's,  Ga.,  a  small  place  on  the  St.  Mary's  Eiver, 
distant  10  miles  from  here,  and  where  we  supposed  some  of  the  guns 
removed  from  Fort  Clinch  had  beeu  taken. 

Owing  to  various  detentions,  I  was  not  able  to  reach  the  Patonee  until 
midnight,  or  to  bring  her  up  until  daylight,  when,  with  the  Huron,  1 
anchored  off  this  town. 

During  the  night  an  armed  launch  of^  the  Wabash,  under  charge  of 
Acting  Master  K.  H.  Lamson,  had  been  left  for  the  protection  of  the 
railroad  bridge,  the  draw  of  which  had  been  opened.  Toward  morning, 
however,  a  number  of  soldiers  came  down,  and  under  cover  of  the  bushes 
set  the  farther  end  on  fire.  They  were  repeatedly  fired  on  and  driven 
off,  but  succeeded  in  very  much  injuring  its  western  portion.  On  seeing 
tlie  smoke,  I  sent  the  Huron  up  to  prevent  the  remaining  part  from 
being  injured,  in  which  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  was  suc- 
cessful. 

The  batteries  on  and  near  Fort  Clinch  on  the  southern  part  of  Cum- 
berland Island  and  at  New  Fernandina,  although  many  guns  have  beeu 
removed,  might  have  offered  most  serious  obstacles  to  our  approach,  as 
will  be  seen  by  my  detailed  report  of  them.  They  were,  however,  being, 
rapidly  disarmed,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  War  Department,  but 
it  was  determined  to  defend  them  from  any  attack  by  sea  until  the  place 
could  be  regularly  evacuated,  and  the  bar  being  a  very  intricate  one, 
and  well  under  fire,  they  might  have  given  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
had  our  advance  been  made  from  that  side. 

At  8  o'clock  of  the  night  previous  to  my  arrival,  however  (the  2d),  a 
telegram  came  from  Brunswick,  mentioning  that  24  of  our  armed  ves- 
sels were  in  Cumberland  Sound.  This  news  seems  to  have  produced  a 
perfect  panic,  as  by  12  o'clock  the  next  day  the  garrison,  which  consisted 
of  1,500  men,  as  well  as  almostall  of  the  inhabitants,  had  gone  off'. 

Shortly  after  bringing  up  the  Pawnee,  and  at  about  7  o'clock  this 
morning,  I  occupied  the  town  with  oar  marines  and  the  Wabash'n  com- 
pany of  riHes  and  endeavored  as  much  as  possible  to  quiet  the  few  people 
left  and  to  prevent  any  injury  to  public  or  private  property.  Midship- 
man M.  L.  Johnson  pushed  along  the  railroad  with  some  of  his  men,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  day  brought  in  two  locomotives  and  three  railroad 
cars.  He  also  collected  and  put  a  guard  over  a  quantity  of  rosin,  tur- 
pentine, and  cotton,  to  prevent  its  being  carried  oft'  or  injured.  At  9 
o'clock  the  Isaac  Smith  arrived,  when  I  immediately  sent  her  out  to 
communicate  with  your  vessel,  which  she  met,  however,  on  the  way  in. 
The  report  of  Commander  Eodgers  accompanies  this,  as  well  as  a 
description  of  the  defenses  of  the  harbor  and  their  armament. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  express  the  great  obligations  that  I  am 
under  to  Commander  Eodgers  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens. 
Except  for  the  former  and  his  boats  we  should  scarcely  have  been  able 
so  readily  to  capture  the  steamer,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  constant 
watchfulness  and  good  management  of  the  latter,  his  vessel  would  not 
have  been  able  to  follow  the  Pawnee  so  far  as  she  did  without  a  pilot, 
and  thus  at  last  enable  us  to  act  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  instead 
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of  waiting  for  the  next  morning,  which  would   otherwise  have  been 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Deayton, 
Commander,  Commanding  Pawnee. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  \Bloohading]  Squadron. 


BepoTt  of  Commander  Bodgers,  IT.  S.  Navy,  Tegarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  DarlingtOD 
and  the  occupation  of  St.  Uary's,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.-Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  after  leaving  the  Ottawa  I  entered 
Kingsley's  Out,  and  proceeding  rapidly  to  the  railroad  bridge  with  the 
second  launch  of  the  Wabash,  passed  through  the  draw,  and  just  after 
dark  captured  the  steamer  Darlington,  which  was  endeavoring  to  escape 
from  Fernandina  with  military  wagons,  mules,  forage,  etc. 

On  board  were  several  passengers  with  their  baggage,  and  among 
them  Assistant  Surgeon  H.  G.  Lungreu,  of  the  Confederate  forces.  We 
also  captured  a  small  schooner. 

I  left  the  second  launch  of  the  Wabash  to  secure  the  drawbridge  and 
hold  the  passage  during  the  night. 

As  soon  as  the  prizes  could  be  taken  to  Fernandina  I  left  that  place 
in  the  Ottawa,  with  the  armed  cutters  of  the  Wabash,  and  reached  the 
town  of  St.  Mary's  soon  after  midnight,  which  we  at  once  proceeded  to 
occupy. 

At  the  time  of  our  arrival  the  place  was  held  by  a  picket  of  cavalry, 
which  made  its  escape,  but  we  seized  their  horses  and  equipments. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  left  the  town ;  some,  how- 
ever, remain. 

Leaving  the  Ottawa  and  one  of  the  cutters  of  the  Wabash  in  posses- 
sion of  St.  Mary's,  I  have  returned  to  Fernandina. 

I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  for  very  cordial 
and  efficient  cooperation.    Assistant  W.  H.  Dennis,  of  the  Coast  Sur- 
vey, accompanied  me  to  St.  Mary's  and  rendered  me  much  valuable  aid. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  P.  RODGERS, 

Commander. 
Commander  Peroival  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy. 


SefenseB  of  Fernandina. 


Fernandina,  March  4,  1862. 
No.  1.  Fort  Clinch:  A  brickwork,  the  front  of  which  alone  is  fin- 
ished and  consists  of  a  parapet  for  guns  en  barbette  with  chambers 
underneath,  loopholed  for  muskets;  is  capable  in  its  present  state  of 
mounting  twenty  guns,  but  its  actual  armament  is  only  as  follows: 
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Caliber. 

Weight. 

Pounds. 
7,161 
7,161 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
8,800 
8,730 
7,000 
14,720 

Mark.s. 

Carriage. 

Remarks. 

J.R.A.&  Co.T.F. 

Seacoast 

do 

Spiked. 
Do. 

Do 

Do 

1820 

do 

Do 

Do 

do     . 

Do. 

Do 

do 

Do. 

Do 

do 

Do 

Vlll-inch 

J.R.A.&  Co.B.F. 

Do. 

Do 

do 

Do 

Rifle  120-pounder 

J.R.A.&Co 

On  a  sling   cart   lor  ro- 
moval. 

2.  A  series  of  earthworks,  beginning  a  quarter  of  a  mile  seaward  of 
the  fort,  and  capable  of  mounting  19  heavy  guns,  which  command  all 
the  turns  of  the  channel  coming  in  from  sea,  protected  by  traverses 
from  enfilade,  and  with  ovens  for  heating  shot. 

3.  Earthworks  at  New  Pernandina:  Four  guus  well  protected  by 
earthworks,  as  follows: 


Caliber. 

Weight. 

Marks. 

Carriage. 

Remark.s. 

Pounds. 
5,000 

5,000 
9,160 
6,000 

No.26,W.  P.S 

Do 

No.  37 

J.R.A.&Co.,T.r. 
McC.  W.  &   Co., 
P.  P.  F.  1836. 

do 

burned. 
Do. 

Rifle  80-poundpr 

32-poiinder 

do 

..do 

Do. 
Do. 

• 

4.  South  point  of  Cumberland  Island :  A  long  unfinished  earthwork, 
intended  to  mount  at  least  twelve  guns,  but  only  prepared  as  yet  for 
four,  which  have  been  removed.    Among  them  were  a  rifle  gun  of  120 
l>ounds  and  one  of  40,  judging  from  the  shells  found  in  the  battery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Deayton, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Fernandinn. 

After  a  careful  examination,  I  find  that  there  were  nineteen  and  not 
nine  (as  I  first  thought)  places  for  guns  between  Fort  Clinch  and  the  sea- 
ward side  of  the  island ;  guns  had,  I  think,  at  some  time  been  mounted  in 
all  of  them,  and  a  number  of  ovens  for  heating  shot  were  conveniently 
placed.    This  would  make  the  available  defenses  as  follows: 

Found  at  Fort  Clinch 10 

Found  at  Fernandina 4 

Found  at  Cumberland  Island,  circles  for 4 

Found  outside  of  Fort  Clinch,  circles  for 19 

37 
Very  respectfully,  P.  Drayton, 

Commander. 


Beport  of  Lientenant  Oownea,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regaTding  an  attempt  to  save  burning  biidgs  at 

Fernandina. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Hueon, 
Fernandina,  March  4,  1862. 
Sir:  I  made  an  attempt  this  morning  with  my  boats  to  extinguish 
the  fire  on  the  bridge,  some  of  my  boats  landing  on  the  left  side  of  the 
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bridge  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  draw.  I  landed  in  my  gig 
on  the  right-hand  side  and  commenced  extinguishing  the  tl.imes,  when 
the  enemy  showed  himself  on  the  edge  of  t"he  woods,  apparently  hav- 
ing a  post  in  the  house  situated  there.  As  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
.  cut  oft'  my  return,  I  returned  on  board  the  ship  and  tired  at  the  house, 
where  we  could  still  see  the  men  there  stationed. 

There  is  depth  of  water  sufficient  for  this  vessel  to  approach  within 
covering  distance  of  the  draw,  but  the  channel  is  so  very  intricate  and 
crooked  that  I  did  not  like  to  venture  my  vessel  therein.  The  arriyal 
of  the  Mien,  however,  gives  me  the  means  of  perforining  the  service 
for  which  I  was  sent  here,  and  1  have  therefore  retained  her  and  am 
about  proceeding  farther  up  the  creek  in  her. 

The  drawbridge  is  yet  perfect,  but  all  the  piers,  which  are  on  fire,  are 
destroyed.  There  is  also  a  baggage  car  and,  I  think,  a  locomotive 
worth  saving.  A  schooiier  lays  farther  up  the  creek,  which  I  shall 
attempt  to  get  out. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenant,  Gonimandmfj. 

Flag-Ofdcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Wright,   TJ.  S.  Army, 
requesting  him  to  occupy  Femandina,  Fla. 

Fernandina, 
Tuesday,  March  4,  1862—12  o^clock. 
General:  Will  you  send  up  and  take  possession"?    There  is  prop- 
erty on  the  railroad. 
They  were  preparing  to  resist  until  night  before  last. 
We  captured  the  Darlington  with  the  women  and  children. 
A  shell  from  the  0«ftW  killed  some  people  (soldiers)  making  their 
escape  by  the  cars. 

In  haste,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Brigadier-General  Wright. 

There  is  a  Mississipjii  regiment  at  South  St.  Mary's,  on  the  main. 


Order  of  Flag-Of&cer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  U.  S.  Navy,  cautioning  him 

against  mistakes  in  firing. 

Flagship  Mohican, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  Monday,  March  4,  [1862]. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  suggestion,  I  have  sent  on  shore  to 
General  Wright  to  send  a  company  of  soldiers  to  the  protection  oi  the 
locomotive,  etc.    They  will  go  up  the  railroad  from  Fernandina,  but  you 
must  be  sure  there  is  no  mistake  made  in  reference  to  them,  and  see 
that  the  Ellen  does  not  fire  into  our  people. 
In  haste,  re8i)ectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes, 

U,  S.  Ounboat  Huron,  off  Railroad  Bridge. 
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Order  of  Elag-OfBcer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  TI.  S.  Navy,  to  verify  the 
report  of  the  abandonment  of  fort  on  St.  Simon's  Island,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Mohican, 
Fvrnandina,  Fla.,  March  5,  1862. 
Sir:  Before  leaving  Port  Royal  information  reached  me  that  the 
preparations  of  this  expedition  had  caused  the  abandonment  of  the  fort 
at  St.  Simon's  Island,  a  very  strong  work,  and  that  thirty  canuou  had 
been  taken  to  Savannah. 
This  has  been  contirnied  by  two  sources  since. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  with  the  Mohican  under  your  command, 
taking  with  you  the  James  Adger,  Commander  Marchand,  and  Potomslca, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  to  St.  Simon's  Sound  and  Bruns- 
wick, approaching  with  proper  caution  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of 
the  above  reports. 

You  will  recover  the  len.ses  belonging  to  the  light-houses  of  Little 
Cumberland  Island  and. St.  Simon's,  said  to  be  in  store  at  Brunswick. 
After  ascertaining  the  true  condition  of  things  at  Brunswick  you 
will  dispatch  the  James  Adger  to  report  to  me  at  Port  Royal. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  S.  W.  GoDON, 

U.  S.  *S'.  Mohican. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
requesting  aid  for  grounded  transports. 

Hdqes.  Third  Brigade,  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  5,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  learned  that  the  steam  transport  Empire  City,  which 
was  got  oft' last  niglit,  is  again  on  shore,  and  tliat  the  Belvidere,  which 
was  sent  to  her  assistance,  is  also  ashore.  The  Marion  has  been  sent 
to  tlie  assistance  of  the  former  and  the  Boston  will  be  dispatched  to 
aid  the  latter  as  soon  as  she  can  land  her  troops. 

Can  yon  lend  some  additional  aid  by  sending  nte  one  or  two  of  your 
light  draft  vessels  at  once"/    The  weather  looks  tliieatening,  and  I  fear 
the  loss  of  the  vessels  unless  they  are  promptly  relieved. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Briqadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 
Flag-Oflicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  Flagship  Mohican,  Fernandina  Harbor,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wright,  TI.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S-.  Navy, 
forwarding  information  regarding  Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Hdqks.  Third  Brigade,  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  5,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  informa- 
tion obtained  from  Dr.  Balsan,  a. Prussian  by  birth,  but  for  many  years 
a  resident  of  Florida,  whom  I  have  met  before  and  in  whom  I  am  dis- 
posed to  rely  with  some  coniidence.     lie  professes  to  be,  and  I  believe 
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is,  a  Union  man;  and  if  to  be  believed,  his  information  in  regard  to 
Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine  is  of  interest  at  this  juncture. 

I  have  arranged  to  go  out  on  the  railroad  ^s  far  as  the  drawbridge 
to-morrow  morning,  and  on  my  return — before  12  o'clock,  I  hope — I  will 
call  on  board  the  liagship  to  confer  with  you  in  regard  to  any  further 
movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Plag-Oflacer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  etc.,  IT.  8.  S.  Mohican. 

[KTii-losure.] 

Dr.  Balsan  owns  a  place  at  Davies'  Point,  on  the  St.  John's  Eiver,  but 
has  resided  some  two  or  three  years  in  Fernandina;  thinks  the  troops  that 
left  Fernandina  are  in  ambusli  somewhere  along  the  line  of  the  railroad; 
says  the  country  between  this  and  Jacksonville  is  such  as  to  preclude 
the  successful  march  of  a  force  across  the  country,  and  that  the  enemy 
will  fall  back  and  scatter  on  the  approach  of  our  troops,  harassing  them 
whenever  an  opportunity  offers.  Understands  there  are  eight  guns, 
some  of  them  rifled,  at  the  battery  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's  lliver ; 
but  thinks  the  battery  of  no  great  value,  owing  to  the  want  of  traverses 
to  the  guns.  Says  it  was  not  abandoned  two  weeks  ago.  At  St.  John's 
Bluff  there  are  some  six  guns  and  perhaps  forty  men ;  doubts  whether 
the  guns  have  been  mounted.  Understands  that  the  ordnance  taken 
from  this  place,  some  twelve  pieces,  most  of  which  was  sent  by  railway, 
is  to  be  put  in  battery  at  Dame's  Point,  on  the  St.  John's  River. 
Although  a  force  can  not  successfully  march  upon  Jacksonville,  thinks 
that  by  water  a  small  force  would  suflSce  for  the  capture  of  the  place, 
where,  at  last  accounts,  there  were  but  two  companies.  The  battery 
on  Talbot  Island  (Nassau  Sound)  is  a  small  affair;  Captain  Haldy 
commands.  Says  not  more  than  10  feet  water  can  be  carried  safely 
over  the  St.  John's  bar  and  up  to  Jacksonville.  From  Picolata  to  St. 
Augustine  is  a  horse  railroad,  distance  18  miles.  There  are  600  men  at 
St.  Augustine,  mostly  from  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  who, 
he  thinks,  will  not  light  much.  The  people  are  tired  of  the  war.  There  ' 
is  a  small  battery  on  Anastasia  Island,  near  the  light-house;  while  at 
Fort  Marion  there  is  scarcely  any  ordnance,  perhaps  two  or  three  guns, 
the  rest  having  been  sent  to  this  aiid  other  points.  Says  the  bar  at  St. 
Augustine  is  at  present  bad ;  not  so  good  as  that  at  the  entrance  of 
the  St.  John's  River. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offlcer  Du  Pont,  TI.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Light-Honse  Board, 
regarding  the  condition  of  the  light-house  on  Little  Cumberland  Island. 

Flagship  Mohioan, 
Off  the  Town  of  Fernandina,  March  5, 1862. 

SlE:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Light- House  Board  that  the 
light-house  on  Little  (Jumberlaml  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation. 
The  lens  was  carefully  taken  down  by  the  light-house  keeper,  wlio 
came  to  me  in  St.  Andrew's  Sound,  and  has  impressed  me  very  favor- 
ably by  his  spirit  and  loyalty.  He  thinks  the  lens  at  St.  Simon's  is 
with  it  at  Brunswick,  where  1  hope  to  recover  the  same. 

The  Light-House  Board  is  aware  that  the  light-house  on  St.  Simon's 
was  destroyed  by  the  rebels. 
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A  large  number  of  buoys  have  been  recovered  here.  I  see  no  moor- 
ings for  them,  however.  The  lighthouse  is  uninjured,  but  I  have  not- 
yet  discovered  the  apparatus. 

In  haste,  yours,  truly,  ■* 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Secretary  of  the  Light-House  Board,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  joint 
occupation  of  Femandina,  Fla. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir:  The' Department  is  very  desirous  that,  in  conjunction  with  an 
army  force,  you  shall  take  possession  of  Fernandina,  Fla.,  and  hold  it. 
You  will  therefore  consult  with  General  Sherman  and  accomplish  this 
matter  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  public  inter- 
ests in  other  directions.  The  Department  does  not  intend  that  you 
shall  abandon  any  undertaking  now  in  progress,  but  leaves  the  time  to 
your  own  excellent  judgment. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  BlocTcading  Squadron,  Port  Boyal,  S.  G. 


Order  for  the  preservation  of  the  property  formerly  belonging  to  General  Nathanael  Greene. 

DuNGENESS  House,  March  6,  1862. 
This  property,  belonging  originally  to  General  Nathanael  Greene,  a 
Eevolutionary  hero  and  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  is  now  the  property 
of  his  grandson,  Mr.  Nightingale.  It  is  hereby  ordered  and  enjoined 
upon  all  who  may  visit  the  place  to.  hold  everything  about  tbe  prem- 
ises sacred,  and  in  no  case  to  disturb  or  take  away  any  article  without 
a  special  order  from  Commodore  Du  Pont  or  General  Wright. 

John  Rodgers, 

Commander,  If.  S.  Navy. 
Charles  Steedman, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Approved. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
March  8,  1862. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Fort  Clinoh  and 

St.  Mary's,.  Ga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa,  March  7, 1862. 
Sir:  Upon  our  arrival  oft"  St.  Andrew's,  I  was  directed  by  you  to 
cross  the  bar  at  that  place  with  the  Seneca,  Huron,  Pembina,  Isaac 
Smith,  Penguin,  Potomsha,  Ellen,  and  McClellan  and  anchor  inside. 
This  was  successfully  accomplished  about  nightfall  of  the  2d  ultimo, 
this  vessel  anchoring  about  2  miles  from  the  point  of  Cumberland 
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Island,  the  Potomsha  anchoring  just  outside  the  bar,  as  a  guide  for  the 
rest  of  the  fleet  to  enter,  as  you  directed. 

The  next  morning,  as  1  had  orders  not  to  engage  any  batteries,  I 
made  a  reconnoissance  in  this  vessel  alone  some  distance  into  Cumber- 
land Sound,  and  finding  no  batteries,  anchored  off  the  light-house  and 
sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  hoist  the  flag  upon  it,  making  signals  to  the 
Seneca-and  Pemhina  to  anchor  near  us.  Joining  the  rest  of  the  squad- 
ron as  they  passed  up  the  sound,  this  vessel,  by  order  of  sailing,  fol- 
lowed the  Patniee,  the  next  morning,  on  our  waj'  to  this  place.  The 
Pan-nee  grounding  about  5  miles  from  Fernandina,  Commanders  Dray- 
ton and  Eodgers  came  on  board,  the  latter  with  the  launch  of  the 
Wabash,  and  we  proceeded  alone  in  the  Ottawa  to  the  nearest  attain- 
able point  to  the  railroad  bridge,  sending,  as  we  passed  Fort  Clinch, 
Lieutenant  White,  the  first  lieutenant  of  this  vessel,  in  the  gig  ashore 
to  hoist  the  flag  upon  tlie  fort,  and  proceeded  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  balance  of  the  work,  and  succeeded  in  caijturing  the  steamer 
Darlington  and  a  pilot  boat.  This  done,  we  were  ordered  to  proceed 
immediately  to  St.  Mary's,  which  we  did,  reaching  the  place  about 
1  o'clock,  where  we  ancliored,  and  Commander  C.  li.  P.  Rodgers,  with 
the  launch  of  the  Wabash  and  the  cutters  of  this  vessel,  landed  and 
took  peaceable  possession.  For  more  complete  details  for  your  infor- 
mation, I  rely  upon  [the  reports  of]  the  senior  officers,  who  were  on 
board  the  Ottawa. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Isaac  Smith  at  St.  Mary's,  I  proceeded  in 
this  vessel,  under  your  instructions,  on  a  reconnoissance  up  the  St. 
Mary's  Eiver,  and  reached  a  point  called  Woodstock  Mills,  a  distance 
of  about*5()  miles  from  this  place,  landing  at  the  plantations  of  a  Mrs. 
Campbell  and  that  of  a  Mrs.  Downes,  a  place  called  the  Brick  Yard, 
and  at  Woodstock  Mills,  owned  and  occupied  by  a  Mr.  Albertis,  noti- 
fying those  whom  I  met  (which  seemed  to  reassure  them)  of  your  inten- 
tion to  protect  all  peaceable  citizens  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
inviting  those  who  had  fled  to  return  to  their  lionics.  I  enclose  here- 
with a  copy  of  the  communication  I  left  with  Mrs.  Campbell  and  Judge 
Albertis  to  signify  the  same  to  the  people  generally. 

Before  leaving  Woodstock  Mills  I  learned  through  a  negro  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  rebels  to  cut  us  off  with  their  liglit  batteries 
and  infantry  of  the  Mississippi  regiment  who  had  been  stationed  here. 
When  near  the  Brick  Yard  the  enemy's  riflemen  attacked  us  in  force 
fiom  both  sides  of  the  river.  1  opened  upon  them  with  our  battery, 
using  grape  and  canister  and  small  arms,  killing  and  wounding  a  large 
number.  The  fire  was  kept  up  from  both  sides  of  the  river  (here  about 
100  yards  wide)  for  about  a  mile,  after  which  we  [neither]  saw  nor  heard 
anything  more  of  them  until  just  above  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  Camp 
bell,  when,  discovering  a  large  body  of  cavalry  about  1,200  yards 
ahead  of  us,  I  threw  a  few  lO-second  Xl-inch  shell  among  them,  when 
they  fled  in  great  haste  and  confusion.  Passing  down  the  river  about 
3  miles  farther,  just  where  it  debouches  into  the  marshes,  we  discovered 
in  ambush  a  body  of  the  enemy,  and  before  tliey  had  time  to  fire,  gave 
them  a  round  from  the  XI  inch  loaded  with  canister,  the  two  24-pound 
howitzers,  and  the  12-pound  howitzer  of  the  Wabash  (which  1  had  taken 
on  board  before  leaving),  which  was  worked  admirably,  as  indeed  all 
the  guns  were.  Very  few  of  the  enemy  escaped  this  destructive  fire. 
I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  casualties  which  occurred  on  board 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  very  accurate,  as  the  various  nar- 
row escapes  of  both  oflicers  aiid  men  and  the  numerous  bullet  holes  in 
the  sides  of  the  vessel  will  testify. 
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I  am  iulormed  that  some  distance  beyoud  the  point  I  reached  there 
are  large  quantities  of  turpentine  on  board  of  two  steamers;  the 
steamers  can  not  escape.  I  saw  also  on  the  bank'of  the  river  the  live- 
oak  frame,  complete,  for  a  sliip  of  1,800  tons,  ready  for  shipment,  and  a 
schooner,  in  very  good  order,  of  about  100  tons;  but  as  the  river  is  very 
narrow,  and  the  turns  following  each  other  in  quick  succession,  short 
and  abrupt,  1  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  attempt  to  tow  down  so  long 
a  vessel.    The  live  oak  abounds  for  many  miles  along  the  river. 

I  am  quite  confident  that  our  visit  will  bo  prodnctive.of  good,  both  to 
those  well  disposed  and  to  our  enemies,  who  have  been  taught  a  lesson 
they  will  not  soon  forget.  From  my  observation,  such  a  thing  as  free 
speech  among  them  is  a  tradition,  and  the  reign  of  terror  rules  every- 
where. Still,  those  I  saw  were  very  grateful  for  the  assurances  given, 
and  I  doubt  not  many  of  them  will  avail  theinselves  of  our  protection. 

Finally,  permit  me  to  commend  to  you  the  gdod  conduct,  uniform 
throughout,  of  both  officers  and  men,  and  to  thank  through  you  Mid- 
shipman Pearson,  of  the  Wabnsh,  who  commanded  her  cutter,  for  the 
valuable  assistance  he  was  always,  in  fire  and  out  of  fire,  ready  to  render. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Feruandina,  Fla. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
St.  Manfs  River,  March  7,  ]8()2. 
Captain  Stevens,  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ottawa,  is  authorized  by  Flag- 
OfiRcer  Du  Pont  to  assure  the  peaceable  citizens  living  on  the  St.  Maiy's 
Eiver  tliat  they  will  be  i)rotected  in  their  persons  and  property;  that 
it  is  his  desire  they  should  return  to  their  homes,  where  nobody  will 
come  near  to  harm  them. 

T.  H.  Steven«, 
TAentenant,  Gomman  ding. 


Ordrr  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Boutelle,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  regarding 
the  baoying  of  the  channel  to  Femandina  and  Brunswick. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  ]f^<)2. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  immediately  proceed  with 
the  Bibh  to  this  (dace,  with  a  projjcr  supi)ly  of  buoys,  to  mark  out  the 
channel  to  Fernandina  and  to  Brunswick. 

The  utmost  dispatch  is  necessary,  as  I  consider  the  bar  a  very  dan- 
gerous one.  In  my  absence  you  will  please  rej)<>rt  to  Commander 
Drayton. 

The  buoys  taken  up  here  are  in  good  preservation,  but  without  moor- 
ings.   I  think,  however,  that  car  wheels,  many  of  which  can  be  had 
here,  will  answer  the  purpo.se.     I  see  no  cliains. 
Eespectfullv,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay  Officer. 
Captain  C.  O.  Boutelle, 

Asst.  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Steamer  Bibb,  Fort  Royal. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Wright,  V.  8.  Army, 
regarding  proposed  expedition  of  gunboats  up  the  St.  John's  Eiver. 

Fi?AGSHiP  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 
General  :  I  have  maturely  considered  since  I  saw  you  this  morning 
the  views  we  expressed  in  reference  to  the  expedition,  of  gunboats  up 
the  St.  John's  Eiver,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  if  it  should  be 
ill  accordance  with  your  views,  that  a  battalion  should  be  embarked 
on  board  of  your  lightest  draft  transport  to  accompany  the  expedition, 
as  it  might  be  desirable  for  them  to  occupy  for  a  short  time  points  on 
the  river,  and  perhaps  Jacksonville  itself,  for  a  lew  hours  until  a  recon- 
iioissance  of  the  same  should  be  made,  to  return,  of  course,  when  this 
should  be  accomplished,  with  the  gunboats. 

I  think  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  be  embarked  by  10  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  as  I  purpose  sending  the  expedition  of  boats  out  by  the 
midday  flood. 

Will  you  please  direct  the  commanding  oflicer  to  place  himself  in 
official  relation  with  Commander  J.  K.  Goldsborough,  now  ofl"  St.  John's, 
to  whom  the  gunboats  will  be  ordered  to  report. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Brigadier-General  Weight. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wright,  IT.  S.  Army,  t(>  Flag-Officer  Su  Font,  U.  S.  ITayy,  regard- 
ing expedition  up  St.  John's  Siver. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  7,  1862. 
Sir:  I  will  at  once  issue  orders  to  the  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Eegi- 
nient  tv  embark  on  the  transport  Boston  early  to-morrow  morning,  and 
presume  everything  will  be  in  readiness  for  moving  by  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
Instructions  will  be  given  to  the  commanding  oflBcer  to  place  himself 
in  official  relations  with  Captain  Goldsborough,  as  you  suggest,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Fernandina  Harbor,  Fla. 


Order  of  Flag-Offioer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Stevens,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  for  reoonnois- . 
sance  in  the  St.  John's  Eiver  as  far  as  Jacksonville. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  desire  that  the  St.  John's  Kiver  should  be  examined  as  far  as 
Jacksonville,  and  I  send  all  the  light  draft  vessels  which  can  possibly, 
by  my  information,  cross  the  bar  of  St.  John's.  I  consider  it  a  recon- 
noissance  in  force,  not  knowing  whether  any  batteries  have  been  erected 
since  the  evacuation  of  Fernandina,  and  1  wish  you  to  penetrate,  under 
a  sound  discretion,  as  far  as  Jacksonville. 
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I  have  requested  Brigadier-General  Wright  to  send  a  battalion  of 
troops  in  a  light-draft  transport  to  accompany  the  expedition,  and  have 
desired  him  to  direct  the  commanding  officer  to  p«t  himself  in  official 
relations  with  you.  These  troops  may  be  of  service  in  holding  tempo- 
rarily points  after  you  pass,  or  more  particularly  to  enable  you  to  exam- 
ine the  condition  of  things  in  Jacksonville,  taking  any  public  property 
that  may  be  there,  destroying  such  as  you  may  not  be  able  to  carry  off 
that  may  be  of  military  importance  to  the  rebels,  but  respecting  to  the 
utmost  private  property.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  go  further  into 
details  with  my  present  knowledge,  but  I  rely  upon  your  judgment  and 
discretion  to  carry  out  effectively  the  general  objects  of  the  expedition. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  any  point  on  St.  John's  River,  and  I 
expect  the  troops  to  return  with  you. 

If  the  blockade  of  St.  John's  can  be  maintained  inside  the  bar  suffi- 
ciently by  one  vessel,  you  will  leave  on  your  return  the  Isaac  Siitith, 
giving  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  the  command  in  that  river, 
to  report  as  opportunity  may  offer  to  Commander  Drayton  at  Fernan- 
dina,  who  is  the  senior  officer  on  the  coast  of  Florida  and  the  adjacent 
coast  and  waters  of  Georgia  up  to  St.  Simon's. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. _ 

Lieutenant  Commanding  STEVENS, 

(I.  8,  Qwnhoat  Ottawa. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Stevens,  V.  S.  Navy,  Commanding 
Tf.  S.  S.  Ottawa,  to  report  for  duty  off  the  bar  of  St.  John's  Hiver. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  prepare  the  Ottawa  to  be  iu  all  respects  ready 
to  proceed  by  the  noonday  tide  to  morrow  with  the  Seneca,  Pembina, 
Isaac  Smith,  Huron,  and  Ellen,  off  the  bar  of  St.  John's,  and  report 
to  Commander  John  R.  Goldsborough,  of  the  Florida,  senior  officer 
present. 
I  send  you  Acting  Master  Dickinsoaas  pilot  for  the  St.  John's. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa,  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Bndd,  TT.  S.  Navy,  for  the  return 
-  of  articles  belonging  to  Confederate  prisoner  of  war. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 
Sir  ;  I  am  informed  that  a  small  schooner  containing  the  effects  of  a 
medical  officer  of  tlie  Confederate  Army  and  those  of  his  wife,  left  near 
the  railroad  bridge  by  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Eodgers,  was  boarded  by 
you  and  more  or  less  of  these  articles  taken  from  her. 

You  win  please  let  me  know  if  such  is  the  fact,  and  should  any  of 
these  things  from  her,  having  been  considered  a  prize,  have  found 
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their  way  on  board  the  Ellen,  you  will  see  that  they  are  instantly 
returned  to  Dr.  Lungren,  a  prisoner  of  war,  whose  private  chattels 
should  be  respected.  * 

As  a  prize,  you  must  be  aware  that  the  provisions  of  the  Vlllth 
Article  of  War  are  very  strict  against  touching  anything  found 
therein. 

I  understand  that  Dr.  Lungren,  having  permission,  visited  your  ship, 
and  was  rudely  treated  by  yon.  I  desire  explanations  on  this  head 
also. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  Wm.  Budd, 

U.  S.  8.  milen,  Fvruandina. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  le  Eoy,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
v.  S.  B.  Keystone  State,  for  a  reconnoissance  off  St.  Augustine. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  8,  J8ii2. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  with  the 
Keystone  State  under  your  command  oft'  St.  Augustine  and  make  such 
reconnoissances  with  your  boats  as  will  enable  you  to  gain  information 
of  the  cojidition  of  things  there. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  W.  E.  Le  Eoy, 

U,  8.  8.  Keystone  8tate. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  6.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  St.  Mary's  and  St.  John's 

rivers. 

Unofficial.]  Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  John's,  March  .9,  186;^. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  sent  an  official  dispatch,  dated  the  4th  instant,  to 
the  Department,  detailing  events  up  to  that  time.  The  gunboat  Ottaioa, 
on  the  same  day,  ascended  the  St.  Mary's  River  about  50  miles  above 
its  mouth  without  meeting  any  resistance.  On  her  return,  however, 
she  was  fired  upon  repeatedly  by  riflemen  on  the  shore,  whereby  four 
of  her  men  were  wounded.  She  replied  with  grape  and  canister,  killing 
and  wounding  a  number  of  the  enemy. 

Fernandina  is  entirely  in  the  posse!3sion  of  the  army  and  St.  Mary's 
is  commanded  by  .the  Fenguin,  rendering  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
rebels  useless. 

I  dispatched  yesterday  the  gunboats  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Pembina,  Huron, 
and  the  steamers  Isaac  Smith  and  Ellen  to  St.  John's  River,  with 
directions  to  proceed  up  that  river  as  far  as  Jacksonville,  to  which 
point  it  is  said  the  enemy  have  retreated. 

I  intend  also  to  send  a  vessel  or  two  to  St.  Augustine,  where,  accord- 
ing to  reliable  information,  there  is  but  a  small  force  of  the  enemy,  who 
are  not  anxious  to  tight  against  us. 
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As  soon  as  I  can  give  the  results  of  these  expeditions  I  will  write  to 
the  Department  in  full,  though  I  may  say  in  confideuce  that  I  have  no 
doubt  we  have  entire  possession  of  the  whole  coaCJit  of  Florida,  as  well 
as  that  of  Georgia. 
Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  communicated  with  the  gunboats.  Lieutenant 
(Jouimauding  Stevens  reports  three  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  St.  John's 
Kiver  with  guns  in  them,  but  deserted. 

S.  F.  D.  P. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wright,  IT.   S.  Army,   to  Flag-Oificer  Bu  Pont,  -U.  S.  Kavy. 
regarding  orders  issued  for  cooperative  expedition  to  St.  Augustine. 

Headqtjaeteks,  March  9,  1862. 
My  Dear  Commodore:  I  send  the  minutes  of  an  examination  of  a 
contraband  recently  from  Jacksonville,  who  was  sent  in  by  the  pickets 
yesterday.     It  is  the  same  information  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  this 
morning. 

I  also  send  a  letter  for  Colonel  Whipple,  commanding  troops  on  the 
Boston,  instructing  him  to  accompany  the  naval  force  to  St.  Augustine 
:ind  to  leave  there,  sjiy,  two  companies,  if  you  conceive  it  desirable 
that  the  place  be  gariisoiied.  May  I  ask  that  the  letter  be  sent  on 
board  the  Boston  to  Colonel  Whipple? 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

H.  G.  Wright. 
Flag-Offlcer  Du  PoNT, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Wright,  V.  S.  Army, 
recommending  the  return  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holland,  C.  S.  Army,  and  others  by  flag  of 
truce. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  John's,  March  9,  1862. 
General  :  The  Boston  having  jjut  on  board  the  gunboats  the  troops 
intended  for  the  expedition  up  the  St.  John's,  owing  to  the  threatened 
change  of  weather,  I  have  concluded  to  send  by  her  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Holland,  adjutant- general  of  Florida,  and  the  six  men  accompanying 
him,  who  were  taken  by  one  of  our  cruisers  when  approaching  under  a 
Hag  of  tiuce,  and  were  detained  for  some  days  under  unavoidable 
circumstances. 

In  accordance  with  your  views  and  mine,  I  recommend  that  he  be 
sent  under  a  flag  of  truce  beyond  our  lines  with  his  men. 

He  has  been  a  guest  in  my  cabin,  and  you  will  find  him  an  intelligent 
and  candid  gentleman. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Brigadier-General  Wright. 
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BepoTt  of  Commander  Drayton,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  by  flag  of  truce  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Holland,  C.  S.  Army,  and  otherB. 

"  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

March  11,  1863. 
Deak  Sik:  I  have  delivered  the  colonel  and  his  six  men  to  General 
Wright,  who  desires  me  to  say  that  he  will  send  him  out  with  a  flap  of 
truce  at  once.  A  deserter  came  in  this  morning  from  the  Mississippi 
regiment.  He  is  a  native  of  Maine,  but  says  had  they  known  it  lie 
would  have  been  hung  in  an  hour.  There  were  in  it  (the  regiment] 
about  440  men,  all  of  whom  left  t^fo  days  since  for  Baldwin.  The 
bridge,  4  miles  from  here,  they  burned,  and  he  says  there  is  not  now  a 
soldier  this  side  of  Baldwin.  It  was  two  companies  from  their  camp 
who  attempted  to  intercept  the  Ottawa.  He  saw  them  go  out  and  come' 
in.  They  said  that  they  drove  off  the  gunboat  and  killed  her  men ; 
they  had  no  one  hurt.  The  Florida  regiment  which  was  in  garrison 
here  had  a  park  of  artillery ;  the  Mississippi  [regiment]  none.  I  took 
the  general  yesterday  to  St.  Mary's,  where  T  went  to  see  [acting  mas- 
ter] Budd,  who  was  exercised  by  the  large  discretion  you  had  given 
him.    I,  however,  set  everything  right. 

St.  Mary's  is  perfectly  quiet,  and  not  a  white  now  left  there,  I  think. 
The  Ben  De  Ford  came  in  yesterday,  bringing  news  to  the  3d,  apa])t'r 
of  which  date  I  send.    Nothing  of  particular  importance  has  occurred, 
except  taking  of  Nashville. 
Very  truly, 

P.  Deatton. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Wabash. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  S.  Pocahontas,  regarding  the  occu- 
pation of  St.  Simon's  Island. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Saint  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia,  llarch  9,  186i'. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  proceeded  in  obedience  to 
your  order  of  this  date  with  the  launch,  armed  with  a  howitzer,  and 
the  second  cutter  of  this  ship,  with  the  marines  and  an  armed  cutter 
from  the  Mohican,  to  take  possession  of  St.  Simon's  Island,  on  which 
we  landed,  instantly  throwing  out  pickets,  and  taking  every  precaution 
against  surprise. 

This  done,  I  took  formal  possession  of  St.  Simon's  Island,  hoisting 
the  American  flag  on  one  of  the  batteries  thrown  up  by  the  rebels.  On 
inspecting  the  two  batteries  on  that  island  we  found  them  to  consist 
of  strong  earthworks,  and  so  arranged  as  to  command  the  approach  to 
St.  Simon's  Sound,  and  in  my  judgment  well  adapted  to  the  purpose 
and  capable  of  offering  strong  resistance  to  the  ingress  of  an  enemy  of 
considerable  force. 

There  are  twelve  embrasures  in  the  two  batteries  and  numerous  and 
well-constructed  magazines,  furnishing  ample  room  for  a  large  supply 
of  ammunition.  We,  however,  found  no  guns  mounted,  but  picked  up 
on  the  beach  a  X-inch  solid  shot,  which  we  brought  on  board. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  plan*  of  the  batteries  drawn  by  Master  Lloyd 
Phoenix,  who  had  charge  of  the  howitzer  and  launch  on  the  occasion, 

*  Not  found. 
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to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  so  good  an  illustration  of  the  defenses  of 
St.  Simon's  Island. 

After  inspecting  the  batteries  we  proceeded  to  ^he  residence  of  Mr. 
King,  but  found  no  one  there  and  took  care  to  enter  no  house  but  such 
as. offered  an  easy  entrance,  and,  furthermore,  scrupulously  abstaining 
from  either  injuring  or  taking  anything  from  the  buildings,  thus  furnish- 
ing no  just  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  rebels. 

Having  finished  the  duty  assigned  us,  the  pickets  were  drawn  in,  the 
command  embarked,  and  we  returned  to  our  respective  ships. 

Before  leaving  the  anchorage  the  flag  which  had  been  hoisted  by  us 
on  the  batteries  was  hauled  down  by  your  direction,  that  it  might  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Pocahontas. 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occnpatlon  of  Brunswick,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Brunswiclt,  Oa.,  March  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  proceeded  this  day  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order  with  the  launches,  armed  with  howitzers,  and  tlie 
boats  of  the  Mohican  and  Pocahontas,  covered  by  the  battery  of  the 
PotomsJca,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  to  laud  and  take  pos 
session  of  the  town  of  Brunswick,  Ga.,  which  we  did,  meeting  with  no 
resistance  whatever. 

We  hoisted  the  American  flag  on  the  Oglethorpe  House  and  posted 
on  that  house  your  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brunswick;  from 
thence  we  proceeded  through  the  town,  searching  for  public  property, 
in  which  we  were,  however,  not  successful,  nor  did  we  discover  auy 
trace  of  the  lenses  for  the  light-house,  for  which  you  directed  me  to 
search. 

We  found  the  town  entirely  deserted  by  its  inhabitants  and  nearly 
all  property  possible  to  be  removed  taken  away. 

Glynn  Couuty  Academy,  an  institution  under  the  care  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  was  visited  by  us,  in  which  we  found  a  number  of 
philosophical  instruments,  maps,  and  school  books,  which  were  left  as 
we  found  them.  This  was  the  practice  of  all  under  my  command  in 
our  search,  through  the  town,  thus  furnishing  no  cause  for  a  charge 
against  us  of  destroying  or  taking  any  private  property.  On  the  acad- 
emy building  we  posted  a  copy  of  your  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Brunswick. 

We  visited  the  town  hall,  on  which  another  coi>y  of  your  proclama- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  Brunswick  was  posted,  and  1  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  state  ofBcially  that  the  command  abstained  entirely  from 
interfering  with  private  property  of  any  kind,  thus  fulfilling  the  require- 
ments of  your  general  order  of  the  9th  instant  in  reference  thereto. 

To  the  officers  and  men  comprising  the  occupying  force  I  tender  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  promptness,  ready  obediencfe,  and  energy  by 
which  we  successfully  accomplished  the  duties  assigned  us. 

Having  accomplished  the  duties  assigned  us,  and  having  hauled  down 
the  flag  which  we  had  hoisted  on  the  Oglethorpe  House  on  taking  pos- 
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session,  that  it  might  not  fall  iuto  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  we  embarked 
and  returned  on  board  of  our  ships. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaftt, 

G.  B.  Balch, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force  off  Brunswick,  Ga. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  tJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  the  batteries  on  Jekyl 

Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Brunswick  Harbor,  Ga.,  March  10,  1862. 
SiE :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday,  T  landed  with  the  rifle 
company  and  marines  of  this  vessel  and  hoisted  the  flag  over"  the  rebel 
batteries  on  Jekyl  Island,  guarding  St.  Simon's  entrance. 

I  found  the  princii)al  battery  to  be  the  one  situated  far  I  her  seaward 
and  intended  to  defend  the  main  channel.  It  is  a  strong  bombproof 
work,  constructed  of  palmetto  logs,  sand  bags,  and  railroad  iron,  well 
supported  and  braced  from  the  interior  with  massive  timbers. 

It  is  capable  of  fighting  three  casemated  guns;  guns  had  been 
mounted  in  each  of  the  three  embrasures,  but  they  with  their  carriages 
and  all  the  ammunition  had  been  removed  by  the  enemy.  The  maga- 
zine I  found  entirely  empty. 

Another  work  about  500  yards  landward  I  found  to  consist  of  two 
casemates  similarly  but  not  so  carefully  constructed  as  the  first;  also 
earthworks  capable  of  mountiiig  guns  en  barbette;  four  guns  had  been 
mounted  on  this  work,  all  of  which,  with  their  carriages,  ammunition, 
etc.,  had  been  removed.  I  found  a  magazine  and  hot-shot  furnance 
attached. 

I  dispatched  a  scouting  party  to  ascertain  if  possible  if  any  of  the 
enemy  remained  on  the  island.    A  number  of  log  huts  on  a  deserted 
camp  ground  were  the  only  signs  of  the  enemy  they  discovered. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Miller, 
Lieutenant,  U,  S.  Navy. 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  /S'.  S.  Mohican. 


Keport  of  Commander  Le  Eoy,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  at  St.  Augustine. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
At  Sea,  Monday  Evening,  March  10,  1802. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  8th  instant,  I  proceeded  ofip 
St.  Augustine,  anchoring  about  9  o'clock  the  same  evening.  On  Sun- 
day morning  1  started  a  boat  inshore  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  fol- 
lowing along  with  the  ship  so  as  to  cover  her  in  the  event  of  her  being 
flred  upon.  No  signs  of  a  human  being  could  be  seen  on  shore,  the 
town  seeming  to  be  entirely  deserted,  as  also  the  fort.  Owing  to  the 
heavy  swell  and  surf  it  was  impossible  to  find  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bor, and  I  accordingly  came  to  anchor  again,  hoping  for  a  smoother 
time.  This  morning  again  I  ran  in  and  anchored,  and  at  1  p.  m.  dis- 
patched two  boats  provided  with  buoys  to  mark  the  bar  and  entrance, 
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bat,  owing  to  the  heavy  surf  breaking,  the  boats  were  unable  to  effect 
anything,  although  at  one  time  close  in  with  the  beaches  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  lighthouse.  No  smoke  was  to  be  vseeft  issuing  from  any 
of  the  houses,  no  colors  flying  on  the  fort,  nor  any  evidence  to  induce 
the  belief  that  a  single  human  being  was  in  the  place.  There  seemed 
to  be  some  few  guns  eu  barbette  on  the  fort  comman'ding  the  entrance, 
but  none  could  be  discovered  on  any  other  part. 

A  little  before  8  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  joined  me, 
and  at  8: 30  I  left  in  obedience  to  the  orders  he  brought  me  to  join  you 
off  St.  John's. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Le  Eoy, 

Comma7ider. 
Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Soiith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Baltimore,  March  10, 1862. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Captain  Lanier,  arrived  here  this  morning 
direct  from  Fernandina,  Fla.,  bringing  Captain  Davis,  late  fleet  captain 
of  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  as  bearer  dispatches  from  Commodore 
Du  Pont  to  Navy  Department,  announcing  capture  Fernandina  and 
Brunswick  by  fleet  under  his  command.  We  are  indebted  to  Captain 
Davis  for  an  outline  of  operations  of  fleet  since  it  left  Port  Eoyal,  about 
1st  of  March,  ou  what  was  announced  as  an  Important  expedition,  the 
place  of  destination  having  been  concealed  at  request  of  Government. 
Tlie  first  point  of  coast  approached  by  the  fleet  was  the  town  of  Bruns- 
wick, Ga. ;  the  enemy  abandoning  their  works  and  precipitately  flying 
at  the  approach  of  the  gunboats,  it  was  taken  possession  of  and  gun- 
boats left  in  charge.  This  gives  our  Government  control  of  the  whole 
coast  of  Georgia  from  South  Carolina  to  Florida.  Brunswick  being 
disposed  of,  the  fleet  moved  20  miles  farther  to  Cumberland  Sound,  the 
entrance  to  harbor  of  Fernandina,  Fla.  The  fleet  entered  Cumberland 
Sound  in  the  following  order:  Mohican  (flagship,  Commodore  Du  Pont), 
Ottawa,  Seminole,  Pawnee,  Flag,  Bienville,  AlalMma,  James  Adger,  Flor- 
ida, Seneca,  Huron,  ami  Fembina.  They  were  followed  by  small  armed 
steamers  Isaac  Smith,  Potomska,  Fengnin,  and  Ellen.  Next  came  armed 
revenue-cutter  Henrietta,  armed  transport  McGleUan,  followed  by  trans- 
ports Empire  City,  Boston,  Belvidere,  Star  of  South,  George'fi  Greek,  and 
brig  General  Wright,  all  loaded  with  troops  under  command  of  General 
Wright. . 

When  the  exj)edition  came  in  sight  of  Fort  Clinch  the  rebels  were 
discovered  making  hasty  flight,  and  fired  two  or  three  random  shots 
from  barbette  guns  of  the  fort;  The  shells  of  fleet,  however,  caused 
a  hasty  evacuation,  and  Fort  Oliucli  was  immediately  taken  possession 
of  and  the  flag  of  the  Union  raised  on  old  staff  whicli  has  been  so  long 
disgraced  by  traitors'  colors.  This  is  first  of  the  old  Southern  forts  of 
the  Union  that  has  been  recovered  since  the  ]>ro(lamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent declaring  that  they  must  all  be  restored  to  the  Union.  As  the  fleet 
approached  the  fort  a  train  of  cars  was  observed  leaving  Fernandina, 
and,  as  the  track  runs  some  3  miles  along  shore  of  sound,  Cominodore 
Du  Pont  sent  one  of  tl)e  gunboats  in  pursuit  of  her.  An  exciting  race 
took  place,  the  steamer  throwing  shells  at  the  flying  train,  some  of 
N  w  E — VOL  12 38 
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them  falling  in  such  close  proximity  that  some  of  the  fleeing  rebels 
jumped  from  it  and  took  to  the  bush.  Among  the  latter  is  said  to  bave 
been  late  Senator  Yulee,  of  Florida,  accompanied  by  his  servant.  The 
train  of  course  outran  the  gunboat  and  escaped.  The  old  casemated 
Fort  Clinch  having  been  taken  possession  of,  tlie  flag  was  also  speedily 
raised  from  the  eight  rebel  earthworks  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 
Twelve  large  guns  fell  into  our  possession,  including  one  immense  rifled 
gun  of  120  pound  caliber.  Five  of  them  were  found  in  Fort  Clinch  and 
the  others  were  in  the  earthworks.  '1  hey  had  hastily  removed  a  por- 
tion of  their  guns  which  were  said  to  be  at  St.  John's,  farther  up  sound. 
An  expedition  was  preparing  to  go  up  to  capture  them  when  tbe  Ala- 
bama sailed.  Considerable  ammunition  was  also  captured,  and  the 
same  evening  the  rebel  steamer  Darlington,  loaded  with  wagons,  ammu- 
nition, and  camp  equipage,  was  also  captured  •  while  endeavoring  to 
escape.  The  expedition  accomplished  its  mission  on  the  4th  March, 
the  anniversary  of  the  inauguration  of  President  Lincoln.  Troops  of 
General  Wright  were  landed  and  Commodore  Burnside  [Du  Pont] 
handed  over  to  his  i>ossession  the  forts  and  earthworks,  which  were 
quickly  garrisoned.  Most  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  Fernandina  had 
fled,  and  the  city  was  also  taken  possession  of.  This  has  been  one  of 
the  most  useful  ports  to  rebels,  a  large  number  of  vessels  having  run 
the  blockade  here. 

Fulton. 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


Beport  of  Commander  Lanier,  TI.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Alabama,  of  the  arrival  of  that 
vessel  at  Baltimore  from  Fernandina,  Fla.,  with  dispatches  and  prisoners. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
Baltimore,  March  10, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama 
at  this  pTace  with  Fleet  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis,  bearer  of  dispatches. 
I  have  on  board  two  prisoners  of  war,  sent  from  Fernandina  by  Flag- 
Offlcer  Du  Pont.    I  await  instructions  from  the  Department  for  their 
dis]iosition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lanier, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  vessels  participating  in 
reconnoissanoe  of  St.  John's  Biver. 

XJ.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
8t.  John's  River,  Florida,  March  11, 1862. 
The  vessels  will  move  at  daylight,  taking  precedence  according  to 
rank.    Should  it  be  necessary  to  engage  the  enemy  tbe  vessels  will  form 
in  line  ahead  at  a  distance  of  a  cable's  length. 

The  first  repeater  at  the  fore  will  be  signal  for  all  ai-med  boats  of  the 
Wabash,  with  the  land  forces  on  board  the  respective  vessels,  to  repair 
on  board  the  Ottaica.  No  boat  will  land  without  permission  of  the 
senior  officer  commanding,  whose  motions  are  to  be  followed. 

T.  n.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
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Beport  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  TT.  S.  ITayy,  regarding  reconnoissance  in  Turtle  Biver,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Brunswick,  Oa.,  March  11,  1862. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  10th  instant,  tbis  ship  and  the  Fotomsha,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
P.  (i.  Watmough,  proceeded  up  Turtle  River  to  the  head  of  navigation, 
both  vessels  anchoring  oft' a  bulkhead  in  the  river  where  but  9  feet  of 
water  could  be  found,  and  where  even  that  depth  of  water  was  in  an 
extremely  narrow  channel  and  offering  so  many  difiBculties  to  our 
farther  progress  up  the  river  that  we  concluded  the  .advantages  to  be 
derived  from  a  further  effort  to  ascend  were  not  such  as  to  lead  us  to 
incur  the  danger  of  delay  in  getting  aground  and  perhaps  preventing 
us  from  rendering  more  important  services  elsewhere.  The  PotomsTca, 
being  of  somewhat  lighter  draft,  preceded  this  ship,  and  we  met  with  no 
difficulty  in  ascending  the  river  to  the  head  of  navigation. 

Along  the  banks  of  Turtle  Eiver  we  could  see  the  embankments  of  a 
railroad  and  a  train  from  Brunswick  passing  over  it  as  we  ascended 
the  river. 

The  Coast-Survey  chart  which  I  had  was  found  very  accurate  as  far 
as  it  went  but  did  not  take  us  up  the  whole  distance. 

To  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmougb  I  feel  under  obligations  for 
his  zeal  and  energy  and  skill,  as  also  to  Mr.  Haft'ards,  who  acted  as 
pilot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 
Commander  S.  W.  GoDON, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force,  Brunswiclc,  Oa. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Bodgers,  U.  S.  ITavy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  St.  Augustine, 

Fla. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  12,  18(12. 

SiE :  Having  crossed  the  bar  with  some  difficulty,  in  obedience  to 
your  orders  I  approached  St.  Augustine  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  as 
I  drew  near  the  city  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  upon  one  of  the  bastions 
of  Fort  Marion. 

Landing  at  the  wharf,  and  enquiring  for  the  chief  authority,  I  was 
soon  joined  by  the  mayor  and  conducted  to  the  city  hall,  where  the 
municipal  authorities  were  assembled. 

1  informed  them  that  having  come  to  restore  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  you  had  deemed  it  more  kind  to  send  an  unarmed  boat 
to  inform  the  citizens  of  your  determination  than  to  occupy  the  town 
at  once  by  force  of  arms;  that  you  were  desirous  to  calm  any  appre- 
hension of  harsh  treatment  that  might  exist  in  their  minds,  and  that 
you  should  carefully  respect  the  persons  and  property  of  all  citizens 
who  submitted  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  that  you  had  a 
single  purpose — to  restore  the  state  of  affairs  which  existed  before  the 
rebellion. 

I  informed  the  municipal  authorities  that  so  long  as  they  respected 
the  authority  of  the  Government  we  serve,  and  acted  in  good  faith, 
municipal  affairs  would  be  left  in  their  hands  so  far  as  might  be  con- 
sistent with  the  exigencies  of  the  times. 
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The  mayor  aud  council  then  informed  me  that  the  place  had  been 
evacuated  the  preceding  night  by  two  companies  of  Florida  troops, 
and  that  they  gladly  received  the  assurandtes  I  gave  them,  and  placed 
the  city  in  my  hands. 

I  recommended  them  to  hoist  the  flag  of  the  Union  at  once ;  and  in 
prompt  accordance  with  this  advice,  by  order  of  the  mayor,  the  national 
ensign  was  displayed  from  the  flagstaff  of  the  fort. 

The  mayor  proposed  to  turn  over  to  me  the  five  cannon,  mounted  at 
the  fort,  which  are  in  good  condition  and  not  spiked,  and  also  the  few 
munitions  of  war  left  by  the  retreating  enemy. 

I  desired  him  to  take  charge  of  them  for  the  present,  to  make  careful 
inventories,  and  establish  a  patrol  and  guard,  informing  him  that  he 
would  be  held  responsible  for  the  place  until  our  forces  should  enter  the 
harbor. 

I  called  upon  the  clergymen  of  the  city,  requesting  them  to  reassure 
their  people  and  to  conflde  in  our  kind  intentions  toward  them. 

About  1,600  persons  remain  iu  St.  Augustine,  about  one- fifth  of  the 
inhabitants  having  fled. 

I  believe  that  there  are  many  citizens  who  are  earnestly  attached  to 
the  Union,  a  large  number  who  are  silently  opposed  to  it,  and  a  still 
larger  number  who  care  very  little  about  the  matter.  I  think  that 
nearly  all  the  men  acquiesce  in  the  condition  of  affairs  we  are  now 
establishing. 

Tliere  is  much  violent  and  pestilent  feeling  among  the  women.  They 
seem  to  mistake  treason  for  courage,  and  have  a  theatrical  desire  to 
flgure.as  heroines. 

Their  minds  have  doubtless  been  tilled  with  the  falsehoods  so  indus- 
triously circulated  in  regard  to  the  lust  and  hatred  of  our  troops. 

On  the  night  before  our  arrival  a  party  of  women  assembled  in  front 
of  the  barracks  and  cut  down  the  flagstaff,  in  order  that  it  might  not 
be  used  to  support  the  old  flag. 

The  men  seemed  anxious  to  conciliate  us  in  every  way. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  place.  There  seems  to 
be  no  money  except  the  wretched  paper  currency  of  the  rebellion,  and 
much  poverty  exists. 

In  the  water  battery  at  the  fort  are  three  fine  army  32-pounders  of 
7,000  pounds  and  two  Vlll-inch  seacoast  howitzers  of  5,600  pounds, 
with  shot  and  some  powder.  There  are  a  number  of  very  old  guns  in 
the  fort,  useless  and  not  mounted.  Several  good  guns  were  taken  away 
some  months  ago  to  arm  batteries  at  otlier  harbors. 

The  garrison  of  the  place  went  from  St.  Augustine  at  midnight  on 
the  10th  for  Smyrna,  where  are  said  to  be  about  800  troops,  a  bat- 
tery, the  steamer  Carolina,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition. 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  Mosquito  Inlet,  upon  which  Smyrna  is 
situated,  has  been  much  used  for  the  introduction  of  arms  from  the 
Bahamas. 

It  is  very  positively  stated  that  the  governor  has  ordered  the 
abandonment  of  east  Florida,  and  proposes  to  make  a  stand  near 
Apalachicola. 

When  I  attempted  to  return  to  the  Wabash  at  o  p.  m.  the  breakers 
had  become  so  heavy  as  to  render  the  bar  absolutely  impassable, 
though  I  had  secured  the  services  of  the  best  pilot  in  the  port. 

I  crossed  them  this  morning  with  much  difdculty,  having  remained 
in  the  town  all  night. 
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Mr.  Dennis,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  who  accompanied  me,  rendered  me 
much  valuable  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yohr  obedien  b  servant, 

0.  E.  P.  EODGEES, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneial  Sherman,  V.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Da  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  sug- 
geating  the  continued  presence  of  gunboats  in  the  St.  John's  Biver. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Off  Port  Royal,  March  13,  1862. 
Commodore  :  I  understand  that  St.  John's  Bluff  is  not  occupied  and 
that  no  armament  is  at  that  point.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
a  few  gunboats  be  kept  in  St.  John's  Eiver  to  prevent  the  occupation 
of  that  point,  and  also  to  prevent  any  of  the  guns  brought  away  from 
Fernandina  from  being  sent  to  St.  Augustine.  A  watch  upon  Jack- 
sonville will  prevent  this.  General  Wright  has  orders  to  land  force  at 
Picolata  and  march  on  St.  Augustine. 

With  a  few  more  gunboats  in  St.  Augustine  Harbor  and  the  St. 
John's  also  guarded  by  gunboats.  Fort  Marion  and  St.  Augustine  Bar- 
racks are  ours. 
I  was  in  Savannah  Eiver  yesterday.  Everything  straight. 
A  refugee  <jame  in  from  Savannah  and  brought  a  paper  of  the  10th. 
Stirring  accounts  of  a  naval  fight  at  Fort  Monroe,  but  do  not  believe 
the  results  arrived  at. 

Yours,  truly  and  respectfuDy, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Fernandina,  Fla. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Downes,  T7.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Huron,  to  hold  St.  Augustine. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  you  can,  with  safety  to  your  vessel,  I  desire  you  to 
cross  the  bar  and  hold  possession  of  St.  Augustine. 
EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes, 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Huron,  off  St.  Augustine. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Ammen,  TT.  8.  Navy,  to  Mr.  Daniel,  threatening  demolishment  of  his 
house  unless  recognition  be  given  to  the  flag. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Off  JacJcsonville,  Fla.,  March  13,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  want  of  acknowledgment  of  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  United  States  in  not  hoisting  a  white  Hag  or  our  ensign  on  our 
passing  your  plantation  yesterday  was  observed. 
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As  the  purpose  of  a  force  in  these  waters  is  to  establish  our  author- 
ity, a  want  of  respect  to  the  iiag  will  not  be  tolerated. 

On  our  passing  down  the  river  your  conditct  will  be  observed,  and  if 
you  have  failed  to  show  a  necessary  acknowledgment  of  our  presence 
your  house  will  be  demolished  by  shelling. 
Very  respectfully, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  off  Jaclcnonville,  Fla. 

Mr.  Daniel,  ok  Agent, 

St.  John's  Bioer. 


Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash 


Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  of  the  4th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the 
Department  of  the  fall  of  Brunswick,  Ga.,  the  capture  of  Fernandina, 
Fla.,  of  the  town  of  St.  Mary's,  and  the  river  of  that  name,  one  of  the 
boundaries  between  these  States,  Cumberland  Island  and  Sound;  in 
short,  the  coast  and  inland  waters  from  St.  Simon's  southward. 

I  forward  herewith  interesting  reports*  from  Commander  Drayton 
and  Commander  C.  K.  P.  llodgers,  detailing  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  capture  of  Fernandina  and  St.  Mary's  and  an  interesting 
extract  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  of  a  recon- 
noissance  in  the  Ottaica  up  the  river  St.  Mary's,  which  reports  had  not 
reached  me  when  my  dispatch  was  sent. 

Having  on  the  7th  dispatched  a  division  of  my  force  to  hold  Bruns- 
wick, consisting  of  the  Mohican,  Pocahontas,  and  Potomslca,  under  Com- 
mander Godon,  I  shifted  my  flag  from  the  first-named  vessel  to  the 
Patcnee  and  organized  another  squadron  of  light  vessels,  embracing  the 
four  regular  gunboats  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Pembina,  and  Huron,  with  the 
Isaac  Smith  and  Ellen,  under  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's  River,  cross,  if 
possible,  its  difficult  and  shallow  bar,  feel  the  forts  if  still  held,  and  push 
on  to  Jacksonville;  indeed,  to  go  as  far  as  Palatka,  80  miles  beyond,  to 
reconnoiter  and  capture  river  steamers.  This  expedition  was  to  be 
accompanied  by  the  armed  launches  and  cutters  of  the  Wabash,  under 
Lieutenants  Irwin  and  Barnes,  and  by  a  light-draft  transport,  with  the 
Seventh  New  Hampshire  liegiment. 

After  arranging  with  Brigadier-General  Wright  our  joint  occupation 
of  the  Florida  and  Georgia  coasts,  including  protection  from  injury  to 
the  mansion  and  grounds  of  Dungeness,  on  Cumberland  Island,  origi- 
nally the  property  of  the  revolutionary  hero  and  patriot,  General  Greene, 
and  still  owned  by  his  descendants,  and  leaving  Commander  Percival 
Drayton  in  charge  of  the  naval  force,  I  rejoined  this  ship,  waiting  for  me 
ofi'  Fernandina,  and  proceeded  with  her  off  St.  John's,  arriving  there  on 
the  9th. 

The  gunboats  had  not  yet  been  able  to  cross  the  bar,  but  expected  to 
do  so  the  next  day,  the  Ellen  only  getting  in  that  evening.  As  at  Nas- 
sau, wliich  was  visited  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevenson  his  way 
down,  the  forts  seemed  abandoned. 

There  being  no  probability  tbat  the  Hiiron  could  enter,  I  dispatched 
her  oft'  St.  Augustine,  where  I  followed  her,  arriving  here  on  the  11th. 

'See  pp.  576, 578. 
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I  immediately  sent  on  shore  Commander  C.  E.  P.  Eodgers  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  having  reason  to  believe  that  if  there  were  any  people  on  this 
coast  likely  to  remain  in  their  houses  it  would  be  at  St.  Augustine. 

1  enclose  Commander  Rodgers'  most  interesting  report,*  which  I  am 
sure  the  Department  will  read  with  satisfaction.  The  American  flag  is 
flying  once  more  over  that  old  city,  raised  by  the  hands  of  its  own  peo- 
ple, who  resisted'  the  appeals,  threats,  and  falsehoods  of  their  leaders, 
though  compelled  to  witness  the  carrying  ofl'  of  their  sons  in  the  ranks 
of  the  flying  enemy.  This  gives  us  possession  of  a  second  national  fort 
of  strength  and  importance. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  by  the  Isaac  Smith  the 
enclosed  printed  slip  and  report  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens 
of  his  operations  in  the  St.  John's  Eiver,  giving  details  of  great  interest. 

From  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  I  learn  with  regret  of  acts 
of  vandalism  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  commanders  (not  the  people)  in 
setting  fire  to  vast  quantities  of  lumber  and  the  sawmills  in  that  region 
owned  by  Northern  men  supposed  to  have  CJuion  sympathies. 

The  Isaac  Smith  has  arrived  opportunely,  as  that  vessel  can  get  into 
St.  Augustine,  while  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  Huron  could  enter.  The 
latter  I  send  to  Fernandinawithdispatches  to  Brigadier-General  Wright. 

In  all  this  varied  and  diflicult  service,  having  to  contend  with  surf 
shores,  dangerous  bars,  and  inland  navigation  in  an  enemy's  country,  I 
think  it  due  to  the  ofQcers  and  men  under  my  command  to  say  that  they 
have  on  all  occasions  displayed  great  spirit  and  ability,  fully  coming  up 
to  my  requirements  and  expectations. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Js'avy,  Washington. 


BepoTt  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Jacksonville. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jachsonville,  March  13,  1862. 

SiE :  I  succeeded  in  crossing  the  bar  with  this  vessel,  the  Seneca,  and 
Pem,bina  the  day  before  yesterday  about  4  o'clock,  having  no  water  to 
spare  under  our  keels.  The  [Isaac]  Smith  arrived  half  an  hour  after- 
wards, and  crossed  without  a  pilot.  As  it  was  necessary  to  make' 
arrangements  to  land  a  company  of  soldiers  for  the  protection  of  the 
guns  before  leaving  the  entrance  of  the  river,  I  found  it  too  late  to  move 
up  to  this  place  that  evening.  Near  10  o'clock  I  discovered  large  fires, 
bearing  W.  S.  W.,  from  the  anchorage,  which  proved  to  be,  on  my  arrival 
here,  the  burning  of  mills,  houses,  and  property  belonging  to  Northern 
men  with  suspected  Union  proclivities,  burned  by  order  of  the  rebel  com- 
mander. I  left  Mayport  yesterday,  with  the  vessels  named,  for  this  point, 
ordering  the  Ellen  to  stop  at  St.  John's  Blufl'  and  take  on  board  the  guns 
and  munitions  of  war  at  that  point,  and  afterwards  to  rejoin  me  here, 
which  mission  was  successfully  accomplished.  We  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing Jacksonville  without  difficulty,  and  at  every  house,  saving  one,  found 
evidences  of  peaceful  demonstrations  of  returning  reason. 

On  our  arrival  at  this  place  the  corporate  authorities,  through  S.  L. 
Burritt,  esq.,  came  oft"  with  a  flag  of  truce  and  gave  up  the  town. 

"See  p.  595. 
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From  conversation  Trith  intelligent  citizens  I  find  that  the  inhabitants 
are  seeking  and  waiting  for  the  protection  of  our  flag;  that  they  do  not 
fear  us,  but  their  own  people,  and  from  the  oupupation  of  this  important 
point  1  am  satisfied,  if  our  opportunities  are  improved,  great  results 
will  follow.  Many  of  the  citizens  have  fled,  many  remain,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  most  of  them  will  return.  I  send  this  coiumunication 
by  Captain  Nicholson,  who  will  be  able  to  inform  you  fully  of  the  actual 
condition  of  things.  I  would  respectfully  request  an  addition  to  the 
land  forces  from  Fernandina,  or  any  other  point,  and  authority  to  leave 
two  vessels  here.  The  land  forces  are  in  want  of  provisions.  I  leave 
this  morning  in  the  Ottmva,  with  the  Mien  in  company,  to  penetrate,  as 
far  as  prudent,  the  upper  waters  of  the  St.  John's. 

I  have  just  heard  the  municipal  government  has  been  restored. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


InBtractions  from  the  mayor  to  the  citizens  of  Jacksonville,  in  view  of  the  occupation  of  that 

place  by  the  TJmon  forces. 

March  7, 1862, 

Fellow  Citizens  :  In  the  present  trying  crisis  much  thought  and 
anxiou?  enquiry  has  been  devoted  by  the  city  council,  the  citizens,  and 
several  of  our  friends  from  the  country,  including  General  S.  K.  Pyles 
and  staff,  to  ascertain  and  determine  what,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
is  best  to  be  done,  and  will  best  promote  the  safety,  comfort,  and 
happiness  of  the  people. 

On  yesterday  evening  a  portion  of  the  city  council  held  an  interview 
with  General  Pyles  and  his  staff,  and  after  full  discussion  and  patient 
deliberation  it  was  unanimously  determined  that,  inasmuch  as  all  the 
Confederate  troops,  arms,  and  munitions  of  war  upon  the  St.  John's 
River  and  in  east  and  south  Florida  generally  are  ordered  away,  and 
that  the  east  and  south  are  to  be  abandoned,  it  is  useless  to  attempt  a 
defense  of  tlie  city  of  Jacksonville,  and  therefore,  upon  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  it  should  be  surrendered.  This  having  been  decided 
upon  as  the  sound  and  proper  course  to  be  pursued.  Colonel  M.  Whit. 
Smith  suggested  that  the  mayor  should  make  it  known  to  the  citizens 
by  proclamation,  and  this  suggestion  being  fully  concurred  in  by  all 
present,  I  tlierefore,  in  conformity  thereto,  make  known  to  you  that  all 
defenses  will  be  immediately  withdrawn  from  the  city  and  the  St. 
John's  liivei-,  and  no  military  force  will  be  kept  on  duty  except  for 
police  pur]joses,  and  such  force  will  be  supplied  by  details  drawn  from 
our  citizens. 

1  advise  and  earnestly  admonish  our  citizens  to  remain  at  their  homes 
and  pursue  their  usual  avocations,  and  I  call  upon  all  good  citizens  to 
give  their  aid  and  counsel  for  the  preservation  of  good  order  through- 
out the  entire  community.  It  is  the  opinion  of  our  most  experienced 
and  intelligent  citizens  (and  I  think  a  correct  one)  that  if  the  enemy 
meet  with  no  resistance,  private  property  will  be  respected,  and  unarmed 
citizens  will  be  allowed  to  pursue  their  usual  occupations.    " 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  our  whole  population  will  act  with  becoming 
prudence,  and  that  no  unnecessary  provocation  may  be  given  that  may 
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furnish  a  reason  for  violence  from  any  quarter;  and  if  after  we  have 
offered.no  resistance  and  given  no  just  provocation,  violence  should  be 
committed,  the  whole  blame  will  rest  upon  the  aggressors. 

Every  citizen  able  to  perform  police  duty  is  hereby  required  to  hold 
himself  in  readiness  to  go  on  duty  upon  receiving  notice  of  the  chief  of 
police. 

H.  H.  HoEG, 

Mayor, 
To  THE  Citizens  op  Jacksonville. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  Sownes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
IT.  S.  S.  Huron,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  remaadina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  14,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  transfer  to  the  Isaac  Smith  the  soldiers  of  the 
Seventh  New  Hampshire  Regiment,  now  on  board  your  vessel,  as  I 
intend  to  substitute  the  former  for  the  Huron  in  occupying  St.  Augus- 
tine, her  draft  being  2  feet  less. 

You  will  receive  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  a  bearer  of 
dispatches  to  Brigadier-General  Wright,  and  will  then  proceed  without 
delay  to  Fernandina,  delivering  to  Commander  Drayton,  of  the  Pawmee, 
the  accompanying  communication  from  me. 

You  will  rejoin  me  off  this  place,  or,  if  not  here,  at  Mosquito  Inlet. 
If  you  can  procure  coal  at  Fernandina,  I  recommend  you  to  till  up. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Downes, 

JJ.  S.  Gunboat  Huron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  forwarding  of  mail  for  the  North  and  the  attitude  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  14, 1862. 

My  Dear  Captain  :  I  send  forward  important  dispatches  in  case  an 
opportunity  offers  for  Port  Royal  before  I  get  there.  I  also  send  the 
Pazvnee  and  Penguin's  mail,  received  here  by  Keystone  State. 

The  Huron  is  too  deep  to  get  over  any  of  these  bars,  and  I  need  the 
Isaac  Smith  to  hold  St.  Augustine.  All  has  gone  well  here;  1,500  per- 
sons have  remained  and  hoisted  the  flag  themselves. 

The  women,  however,  had  a  meeting  the  night  before  and  cut  down 
the  staff"  that  it  might  not  be  hoisted.  Rodgers  met  a  virago  here 
ahead  of  Mrs.  Mitchell.  She  told  him  the  men  had  behaved  like  cowards, 
but  there  were  stout  hearts  in  other  bosoms,  striking  her  own  with 
theatrical  effect.  She  is  the  widow  of  a  Doctor  Loring,  killed  a  few  years 
ago  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel. 

All  is  going  well  at  St.  John's  except  the  burning  of  the  fine  lumber 
mills. 

People  are  remaining  and  want  protection ;  with  the  guns  from  the 
bluff  it  ought  to  be  defended. 

I  think  the  general  will  see  that  it  is  best  to  send  more  troops.  Tell 
him  with  my  best  regards  to  make  short  work  of  that  drunken  colonel. 
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Tbe  troops  will  require  provisions  immediately.  I  am  supplying  them 
myself,  but  they  are  not  yet  on  shore,  the  bar  is  so  rough  from  easterly 
weather.  ■« 

I  have  Keystone  State  at  Mosquito  (Smyrna),  where  the  Carolina,  with 
arms,  is  bagged,  but  it  is  only  an  8-foot  bar  at  high  water. 

In  case  you  have  no  opportunity  of  sending  the  accompanying  dis- 
patches to  Port  Eoyal  before  my  arrival  off  Fernandina,  you  will  please 
send  them  out  on  my  appearing  there,  together  with  your  own  mail  for 
the  North. 

In  haste,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  DiT  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  P.  Deayton, 

U.  S.  8.  Patonee,  Fernandina,  Fla. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to 
St.  Augustine  and  occupy  it  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  Government. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  14,  1862. 
SiE :  So  soon  as  the  Isaac  Smith  can  pass  the  bar  you  will  proceed 
to  St.  Augustine  and  hold  that  harbor  and  city  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  Government. 

The  people  remaining,  some  fourfifths  of  the  population,  arc  friendly 
or  neut»al,  with  probably  some  portion  hostile  to  the  Union. 

You  will  guard  the  town  from  incendiaries,  give  protection  to  the 
inhabitants,  and  let  them  understand  that  while  restoring  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  their  persons  and  property  will  be  respected  and 
that  a  municipal  government  established  by  them  according  to  our 
Federal  forms  will  be  recognized  by  you. 

Major  Doughty  will  land  with  the  marine  guard  of  the  Wabash  and 
with  the  company  of   the  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Regiment  under 

Captain  ■ ,  now  on  board  your  vessel.    You  will  see  to  their  proper 

location  and  give   them  all  the   assistance    in   your   power.    Major 
Doughty  will  be  senior  officer  on  shore. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flny-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Z7.  S.  S.  Isaa^  Smith,  off  St,  Augustine. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TI.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging 
report  of  Fernandina  expedition. 

Navy  Depautment,  March  14, 1862. 
SiE:  The  Department  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  very  grati- 
fying report  of  your  successful  expedition  to  Fernandina,  etc.,  dated 
the  4th  instant,  and  also  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  commendatory 
of  Captain  Charles  H.  Davis. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  BlocTcading  Squadron,  Port  Eoyal,  S.  G. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        603 

General  instxnctions  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  in  Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

FLAGSihp  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  15. 1862. 

SiE:  You  will  please  inform  Major  Reynolds  to  hold  the  marine  bat- 
talion in  readiness  to  embark  for  this  place  on  board  the  Keystone  State 
so  soon  as  I  can  send  her  to  Port  Koyal.  I  will  dispatch  his  orders  by 
that  steamer. 

I  have  already  desired  you  to  send  the  Henry  Andrew  to  Fernandina. 
I  have  further  to  request  that  if  the  Sachem  and  Currituclc  have  arrived 
at  Port  Royal  dispatch  one  to  North  Edisto  to  report  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Khind,  of  the  Crusader,  and  the  other  to  report  to  me  off 
this  place  or  Mosquito  Inlet,  sending  me  the  most  serviceable. 

Please  fill  up  the  Keystone  State  with  coal  as  soon  as  she  arrives. 
She  is  now  very  light.  Send  Major  Reynolds  a  copy  of  that  portion  of 
this  communication  which  refers  to  the  battalion. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  charter  a  vessel  of  light  draft,  not  over  7  feet, 
if  possible  (one  of  the  unloaded  coal  vessels  might  answer),  to  be  laden 
with  two  months'  provisions  for  the  battalion,  one  month's  provisions 
for  the  100  men  on  the  Isaac  Smith,  and  if  any  room  be  left  fill  up  with 
coal.  She  will  be  towed  down  by  the  Keystone  State,  or  if  you  have 
her  ready  send  her  down  before.  I  enclose  requisitions  approved  by 
me  for  the  Isaac  Smith. 

I  think  that  trading  vessels  with  supplies  would  find  it  worth  while 
to  come  to  Jacksonville  and  this  place,  as  most  articles  of  provisions 
are  very  scartje  at  both.  You  are  authorized  to  give  them  a  license  to 
come. 

Perhaps  General  Sherman  may  have  to  send  provisions  to  Jackson- 
ville for  the  troops  here,  and  he  may  be  able  to  furnish  a  light-draft 
steamer,  which  could  at  the  same  time  transport  the  supplies  above 
alluded  to  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  your  chartering  a  vessel. 
But  it  must  be  understood  that  there  can  be  no  transshipment  in  small 
boats  to  cross  these  bars.  The  transport  vessels  must  enter  themselves; 
therefore  the  necessity  of  their  being  of  light  draft. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer. 

Captain  J.  L.  Laednee, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Comdg.  Naval  Force,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Sa  Font,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  IT.  S.  Army, 
regarding  condition  of  affairs  in  Jacksonville,  Pla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  15,  1862. 

Deae  Geneeal  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th ;  have  not 
time  to  write  olticially  and  it  is  hardly  necessary. 

The  bars  off  this  coast  are  our  worst  enemies,  and  I  have  neither  my 
marines  nor  the  company  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  on  shore  yet. 

The  flag  was  hoisted  by  the  authorities  on  shore  and  four-fifths  of  the 
people  have  remained,  with  a  seemingly  cordial  acquiescence  in  my 
views  conveyed  by  Captain  Rodgers. 

They  are  afraid  of  incendiaries,  but  I  will  get  our  people  in  to-day; 
the  troops  here  retreated  to  Mosquito  Inlet  (Smyrna),  where  they 
smuggle  in  arms.    I  have  the  Carolina  shut  up  thete. 
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You  will  doubtless  hear  all  the  news  from  Jacksonville.  Trapier, 
after  iugloriously  retreating,  sent  in  guerrillas,  as  they  call  themselves 
(400),  and  burned  those  fine  sawmills.  * 

*  *  *  *       '         #  *  * 

Baldwin  is  where  the  most  troops  are.  My  launches  and  howitzers 
are  at  Jacksonville  and  two  fine  rifled  cannon  from  the  bluff  were  taken 
up  by  the  Ellen;  surely  they  should  be  able  to  defend  themselves. 

I  have  sent  for  the  marine  battalion  to  hold  this  place,  and  can  then 
send  the  volunteer  company  here  to  Jacksonville  if  you  wish  it. 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  E.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-0-ffi,cer. 
General  Sherman, 

Port  Royal. 


Eeport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  11.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  mails  and  the  landing 
of  troops  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  15,  1862. 
Sir:  Yesterday  I  forwarded  an  important  dispatch  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  the  Huron  to  Fernandina,  with  orders  to  send  it  by  the  first 
opportunity  north. 

The  Rhode  Island  arrived  here  early  this  morning  and  I  have  directed 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Treuchard  to  stop  off  Fernaudiua  and  take  on 
board  the  mails.  As  he  has  no  provisions  to  deliver,  he  will  proceed 
north  without  stopping  at  Port  Royal,  communicating,  however,  with  the 
light- boat  at  the  bar. 

The  troops  will  be  landed  at  St.  Augustine  to-day  to  protect  the  town 
from  being  fired  by  the  rebel  soldiers,  who  are  supposed  to  be  still  con- 
cealed in  the  adjacent  country. 

Further  information  from  the  St.  John's  River  is  satisfactory.  The 
burning  of  the  valuable  mills  and  lumber  with  the  fine  hotel  at  Jack- 
sonville and  the  house  of  Mr.  Robinson,  a  Union  man,  was  by  order  of 
the  rebel  general  Trapier,  who,  after  iugloriously  flying  with  his  forces 
from  the  town,  with  very  considerable  means  of  defense  at  hand,  sent  a 
large.detachmeut  back  for  this  incendiary  purpose,  on  discovering  that 
our  gunboats  had  not  been  able  on  their  first  arrival  to  cross  the  bar. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Goinmanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  DraTton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  arrival  at  Femandina  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Huron  with  the  mail  for  the  north. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 

Femandina,  March  15,  1862 — 7  p.  m. 

Dear  Sie:  The  Huron  has  just  come  in  (6  p.  m.),  having  left  your 

mail  on  board  of  the  Blunt  with  orders  that  it  should  be  placed  on  the 

Rhode  Island,  which  was  seen.coming  up.    I  will  send  the  Darlington, 

according  to  verbal  orders  received,  so  soon  as  1  can  arrange  with 
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General  Wright,  who,  I  understand,  is  to  put  some  troops  on  board. 
She  is  in  rather  a  dilapidated  condition  and  could  scarcely  go  outside 
without  repairs,  which  I  have  commenced  making  on  her,  and  which 
perhaps  your  carpenters  can  continue. 

Colonel  Holland  was  delivered  to  his  friends,  but  no  picket  could  be 
found  6  miles  beyond  St.  Mary's.  There  is  nothing  new  here,  and  every- 
thing perfectly  quiet.  I  send  this  with  the  orders  for  the  Penguin, 
which  go  now. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

r.  Dkayton. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wabash,  off  St.  Augustine. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  issued  to  the  U.  S.  steamers  Dar- 
lington and  Huron. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  16,  1862. 
Deab  Sie:  ThePewg'Mw  went  out  early  this  morning  and  I  now  send 
the  Darlington,  which,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  great  want  of  provisions 
at  St.  John's,  I  venture  outside,  although  she  is  rather  a  slight  afi'air 
and  much  injured  in  her  upper  works  by  various  collisions. 
Your  mail  was  placed  on  board  of  the  Rhode  Island  last  evening. 
I  have  loaned  my  launch's  howitzer  to  the  Darlington  for  the  moment. 
Can  you  have  it  replaced  if  she  is  not  to  come  back  to  me  immediately, 
as  it  might  be  important  to  have  the  power  of  arming  one  of  my  boats? 
1  send  the  Huron  to  St.  Mary's,  for,  although  I  agree  with  you  that 
it  matters  little  whether  the  place  is  burned  or  not,  still  I  think  it  a 
most  important  outpost  of  this  place,  as  enabling  us  to  keep  up  a  com- 
munication with  the  interior  through  the  slaves,  and  at  the  same  time 
preventing  the  scandal  of  their  being  seized  within  sight  of  our  flag  at 
this  anchorage. 

I  believe  that  I  have  done  what  you  wanted  about  the  Darlington, 
although  no  one  seemed  to  know  exactly  what  she  was  to  do;  the 
Huron's  captain  thought  she  was  to  take  soldiers  somewhere,  the  pilot 
provisions,  and  General  Wright  knew  nothing,  so  I  exercised  my  judg- 
ment. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

P.  Urayton, 
Senior  Officer  off  Fernandina. 

Flag-Oflicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Wabash. 


Beport  of  Commander  Drayton,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  dispatching  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry 

Andrew  to  St.  Augustine. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  19,  1862. 
Sib  :  As  I  gather  from  your  letters  in  an  indirect  way  that  you  desire 
the  Henry  Andrew  to  join  you,  and  as  she  is  not  mentioned  among  the 
vessels  detailed  to  remain  here  during  the  absence  of  the  Pawnee,  1 
send  her  to  you. 
She  only  arrived  here  last  evening. 
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If  not  required  farther  south,  she  would  be  very  useful  here  in  keep- 
ing the  communication  open  through  the  sound  to  Brunswick  and 
Darien.  •  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer  at  Fernandina. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Dxx  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  8.  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Eeport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Brunswick,  Ga.,  and 
its  defenses  on  St,  Simon's  and  Jekyl  islands. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  John's,  Fla.,  March  19,  1862. 

SiK:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  in  my  communica- 
tion of  the  13th  instant  that  I  had  dispatched  a  division  of  my  force  to 
Brunswick  under  Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  consisting  of  the  Mohican, 
the  Pocahontas,  and  the  Fotomslca. 

These  vessels  crossed  St.  Simon's  Bar  on  the  8th  instant,  and 
anchored  at  sundown  within  2  miles  of  the  forts  commanding  the 
channel. 

On  the  following  morning  Commander  Godon  with  his  division  moved 
past  the  batteries,  which  he  soon  discovered  had  been  abandoned,  and 
immediately  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  with  three  armed 
boats  to  take  possession  of  the  batteries  on  St.  Simon's  Island,  and 
Lieuten'ant  Henry  W.  Miller,  of  the  Mohican,  with  a  suitable  force  to 
take  possession  of  the  works  on  Jekyl  Island. 

Oil  St.  Simon's  Island  were  two  batteries  consisting  of  strong  earth- 
works and  so  arranged  as  to  command  the  approach  to  St.  Simon's 
Sound.  There  were  twelve  embrasures  and  numerous  well-constructed 
magazines.  No  guns  were  mounted,  but  a  X-inch  solid  shot  found 
near  indicated  the  caliber  of  some  of  them. 

On  Jekyl  Island  were  also  two  batteries  of  much  greater  strength, 
however.  The  one  farthest  seaward  and  commanding  the  main  channel 
was  a  bombproof  work  constructed  of  palmetto  logs,  sand  bags,  and 
railroad  iron,  well  supported  and  braced  from  the  interior  with  massive 
timbers.  It  had  mounted  three  casemated  guns,  though  these,  their 
carriages,  and  all  ammunition  had  been  removed.  The  other  battery, 
500  yards  landward,  consisted  of  two  casemates  and  an  earthwork 
capable  of  mounting  four  guns  en  barbette.  A  magazine  and  a  hot- 
shot furnace  were  attached.  Both  St.  Simon's  and  Jekyl  islands  had 
been  deserted. 

After  examining  the  batteries,  the  vessels  passed  up  the  sound  to 
Brunswick  and  anchored  off  the  town.  A  fire  was  observed  near  the 
wharf,  which  proved  to  be  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf,  the  work  of 
retiring  soldiers. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  with  a  large  force,  covered  by  the 
guns  of  the  Fotomslca,  landed  at  Brunswick  without  any  show  of  oppo- 
sition and  hoisted  the  American  flag  on  the  Oglethorpe  House. 
•  The  town  was  entirely  deserted,  and  nearly  all  property  which  could 
be  removed  had  been  taken  away.  The  lenses  belonging  to  the  light- 
house at  St.  Andrew's  aud  the  light-house  at  St.  Simon's  (the  latt«r 
building  having  been  destroyed  by  the  rebels)  could  not,  after  careful 
search,  be  discovered.  The  channel  buoys  for  the  river  are  still  there, 
but  out  of  place. 
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Proclamations  were  posted  on  several  public  buildings  urging  the 
inhabitants  to  return  to  their  homes,  and  promising  protection  to  the 
property  of  all  good  citizens,  and  the  landing  party  then  retired  to 
their  vessels. 

Nothing  was  removed  from  any  of  the  houses,  the  men  under 
Lieutenant  Balch's  command  carefully  abstaining  from  injury  or  taking 
away  the  private  effects  of  the  inhabitants. 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  Oommauder  Godon's  interesting  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer^  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli>es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington 


KepoTt  of  Commander  Godon,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Brunswick,  6a.,  and  its 
defenses  on  St.  Simon's  and  JekyI  islands. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Off  Brunswiclc,  6a.,  March  10,  18S2. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  inobedience  to  your  order  of 
March  5, 1  left  Fernandina  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  accompanied  by 
the  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  and  the  Fotomska, 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  and  crossed  Fernandina 
Bar  with  just  water  enough  to  comfortably  float  this  ship;  made  the- 
best  of  my  way  to  St.  Simon's  Bar  and  reached  it  at  dead  low  water, 
and  passing  it  and  getting  into  St.  Simon's  channel,  through  which  I 
carried  about  17  feet  to  within  2  miles  of  the  forts  (which  we  could 
plainly  see)  commaudiug  St.  Simon's  entrance. 

Here,  at  sundown,  I  anchored  for  the  night.  After  dark  I  shifted 
tlie  anchorage  of  the  ship  to  alter  the  range  of  any  guns  that  might 
be  left  in  the  batteries.  At  daylight  made  preparations  to  pass  the 
batteries,  and  at  sunrise  weighed  anchor  and  stood  in.  Soon  discovered 
the  batteries  were  evidently  abandoned,  and  anchored  my  little  force 
inside  and  beyond  range  of  the  guns,  and  made  signal  to  land  from  the 
vessels.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch,  of  the  Pocahontas,  with  three 
boats,  took  possession  o^'  the  fort  on  St.  Simon's  Island,  consisting  of 
strong  earthworks  of  considerable  extent,  and  having  had  eleven  guns 
mounted.  Some  solid  X  inch  shot  found  in  the  fort  would  indicate  the 
caliber  of  some  of  the  guns  there.  1  enclose  a  detailed  report  of  that 
battery  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch.  Lieutenant  Miller,  of  this 
ship,  at  the  same  time  occupied  the  fort  on  Jekyl  Island,  which  was,  it 
seems,  a  much  stronger  position.  It  was  a  sand  work,  with  five  case- 
mates finished,  covered  with  railroad  iron  and  very  well  built,  and  two 
unfinished  casemates,  the  iron  rails  ready  to  be  put  up.  These  two 
forts  commanded  the  channel  for  a  long  distance,  and  their  fire  crossed 
tlie  entrance,  which  is  about  a  mile  (or  a  little  more)  wide.  Once  the 
batteries  were  passed  they  could  offer  but  little  dififlculty,  as  in  five 
minutes  the  guns  of  the  vessels  would  have  enfiladed  them,  and  could 
even  tire  directly  in  the  rear.  But  they  would  have  given  a  number  of 
vessels  severe  trouble  in  getting  beyond  them.  I  enclose  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Miller  of  the  fort  on  Jekyl  Island.  As  soon  as  the  boat 
returned  I  went  on  the  PotomsJca  and  proceeded  in  her  up  the  river  to 
Brunswick:  So  soon  as  we  opened  the  town  to  view,  a  heavy  fire  com- 
menced at  the  wharf,  and  at  the  same  moment,  perceived  the  railroad 
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cars  moving  at  full'  speed  iu  the  woods.  I  at  once  determined  to  bring 
up  the  ships  and  place  myself  off  the  town  in  hopes  of  preventing  by 
my  presence  the  place  from  being  burned," and  I  at  once  returned  in 
the  Potomska,  as  I  had  the  pilot  with  me.  Both  the  Mohican  and  Poca- 
hontas were  underway  before  I  reached  them,  and  we  proceeded  to 
Brunswick,  off  which  place  I  anchored  as  the  sun  went  down.  The 
cars  had  returned,  but  again  started  at  our  approach.  The  Pocahontas 
anchored  opposite  the  town,  but  outside  of  Buzzard's  Roost  Island,  the 
Potomhsa  still  higher  up,  and  her  guns  commanded  the  railroad  beyond 
the  town.  The  following  morning  I  sent  the  Potomska  into  the  branch 
opposite  the  town.  Neither  this  ship  nor  the  Pocahontas  can  well  get 
in,  as  at  high  water  only  12  feet  was  found  in  the  bulkhead,  and  between 
the  wharf  and  Buzzard's  Roost  Island  the  river  is  but  about  400  feet 
wide.  With  the  Potomska  Lieutenant  Balch  took  charge  of  a  landing 
party,  consisting  of  25  marines  from  this  ship  and  Pocahontas  and  the  two 
12-pounder  guns,  with  40  riflemen  from  the  different  vessels,  landed,  and 
hoisted  the  flag.  The  place  was  deserted,  and  most  of  the  furniture  of 
the  houses  removed;  still  there  was  much  private  property  about,  some 
in  scows  on  the  wharf  ready  to  be  removed.  After  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  such  buildings  as  might  be  supposed  to  contain  public  property, 
and  a  careful  survey  was  had,  I  visited  the  town  and  then  directed  the 
command  to  return  to  the  ship,  having  posted  a  notice  urging  the  inhab- 
itants to  return  and  promising  protection  to  all  property  for  all  good 
citizens.  I  enclose  Lieutenant  Balch's  report  of  his  landing,  etc.  Noth- 
ing in  the  place  was  touched  by  the  landing  party,  and  such  houses  as 
were  npt  open  were  not  even  entered.  I  sincerely  hope  that  at  least 
some  good  citizens  may  be  found  willing  to  resume  their  homes  under 
my  public  notice,  and  I  shall  not  allow  the  place  to  be  visited  except 
on  duty. 

The  fire  we  noticed  was  the  work  of  retiring  soldiers,  and  proved  to 
be  the  railroad  depot  and  wharf.  The  lenses  belonging  to  the  light- 
house were  not  found.  The  channel  buoys  for  the  river  are  in  the  river, 
but  out  of  place,  and  the  light-house  destroyed.  The  town  is  closely 
surrounded  by  woods,  is  generally  well  built,  and  extends  over  a  con- 
siderable space.  Several  contrabands  have  come  on  board.  Soldiers 
are  said  to  be  in  the  woods,  not  very  distant,  and  most  of  the  inhabi- 
tants are  said  to  be  about  14  or  16  miles  back,  encamped.  I  have  sent 
the  Potomska  and  Pocahontas  up  the  river  as.  far  as  they  could  go  to 
reconnoiter.  There  is  a  schooner  of  considerable  size  on  the  stocks, 
unfinished.  Fires  have  been  burning  about  us,  bat  I  believe  it  is  the 
brush  being  consumed;  nor  have  I  noticed,  as  far  as  the  people  are  con- 
cerned, that  they  are  willing  to  follow  the  advice  of  Messrs.  Toombs  and 
Cobb  by  placing  the  torch  in  the  hands  of  the  children  to  consume  their 
property.  All  that  is  done  in  that  way  seems  to  be  done  by  the  order 
of  military  commanders,  who,  having  no  local  interest  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  their  command,  have  the  heroism  to  destroy  the  property  in 
which  they  have  no  immediate  interest. 

I  am,  -very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GOBON, 
Commander  and,  Senior  Officer  Present, 

Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Font, 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Seport  of  Flag-Offioer  Da  Font,  V,  S.  Navy,  legarding  an  attack  upon  a  boat's  crew  from  tlie 
V.  8.  S.  Pocahontas,  near  Bnmswick,  Qa.,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

Flagship  Wa3ash, 
Off  St.  John's,  Fla.,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  heard  from  Oom- 
raander  Godon  of  a  dastardly  and  concealed  attack  made  upon  a  boat's 
crew  of  the  Pocahontas. 

As  I  have  informed  the  Department,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch 
visited  the  town  of  Brunswick  without  anywhere  discovering  an 
enemy.  A  reconnoissance  had  also  been  made  for  some  miles  up  Turtle 
Creek  [Eiver]  with  the  same  results,  the  rebels  having  apparently  fled 
into  the  interior. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  C. 
Ehoades,  of  the  Pocahontas,  by  permission  of  his  commanding  officer, 
landed  with  a  boat's  crew  near  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
some  fresh  beef  for  the  ships.  Having  accomplished  his  object,  the 
boat  was  returning  to  the  Pocahontas,  but  had  scarcely  gone  20  yards 
from  the  beach  when  they  were  suddenly  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  rebels 
concealed  in  a  thicket,  and  I  regret  to  report  that  2  men,  John  Wilson 
(ordinary  seaman)  and  John  Shuter  (ordinary  seaman),  were  instantly 
killed,  and  7  wounded,  1,  William  [Charles  H.]  Delaney,  mortally  and 
2  seriously,  viz,  William  Smith,  2d  (first-class  fireman),  and  Edward 
Bonsall  (coxswain). 

After  the  rebels  had  fired  their  first  volley  they  called  out  in  most 
offensive  language  to  surrender,  but  this  demand  was  refused  by  Dr. 
Khoades,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  Acting  Paymaster  Kitchen  and 
his  wounded  boat's  crew,  pulled  as  rapidly  as  they  could  toward  the 
Pocahontas,  the  enemy  continuing  their  fire. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  shell  from  one  of  the  Xl-inch  guns  of  the  Mohican 
dropped  among  them,  and  quite  near  to  another  company  of  about  60 
men  who  were  advancing  rapidly.  The  rebels  scattered  and  fled  in  all 
directions.  Several  shells  were  also  fired  at  a  locomotive  and  train 
observed  in  the  distance,  and  it  is  supposed  with  effect. 

Throughout  this  cowardly  assault  Dr.  Ehoades  displayed  great 
coolness  and  courage,  and  in  his  report  of  the  occurrence,  while  com- 
mending the  crew  generally,  he  especially  mentions  the  bravery  exhib- 
ited by  Daniel  Harrington,  landsman,  into  which  1  shall  make  further 
enquiries. 

Enclosed  are  the  reports  of  Commander  Godon,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Balch,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Ehoades. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-0ffice7-,  Commanding  Sotith  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Euclosures.] 

U.  8.  S.  Mohican, 
Anchorage,  St.  Simon's  Sound,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomska 
proceeded  up  Turtle  Eiver  to  the  head  of  navigation,  so  far  as  vessels 
of  10  feet  draft  could  go  with  safety,  and  returned  without  accident. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  those  vessels  from  that  expedition  a  boat 
from  the  Pocahontas  landed  some  distance  outside  the  town  to  procure 
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fresh  beef;. their  work  was  done,  and  the  boat  had  already  left  the 
beach,  when  some  40  or  50  soldiers  made  their  appearance  and  fired 
upon  the  boat,  killing  2  men  and  wounding  s'^veral  others. 

Surprised  as  the  crew  were,  and  almost  disabled  by  the  murderous 
fire,  they  still  refused  to  surrender  at  the  demand  of  the  rebels,  although 
yet  almost  under  the  muzzles  of  their  guns. 

In  a  few  minutes  a  shell  from  one  of  the  Xl-inch  guns  of  this  ship 
dropped  in  among  them,  and  quite  near  to  another  company  of  about 
60  men  advancing  at  double-quick  upon  this  almost  defenceless  boat, 
when  they  scattered  in  all  directions. 

The  Potomsha  moved  at  once  to  the  spot,  and  used  her  32-pounders 
with  eftect,  and  the  Pocahontas  also  fired  several  shells. 

We  then  noticed  in  the  woods  above  the  town  the  steam  from  a  loco- 
motive, and  several  shells  were  thrown  toward  it,  one  exploding  in  its 
neighborhood,  when  it  disappeared  at  full  speed.  Believing  that  the 
rebels  would  return  to  look  after  any  of  their  people  who  were  left 
behind  or  wounded,  at  night  I  directed  two  shells  from  this  ship  to  be 
thrown  at  the  point  where  the  railroad  car  had  beenj  and  in  the  morn- 
ing some  soldiers  were  seen  near  that  spot,  when  the  Potomslca  fired  a 
rifle  shell  which  exploded  over  them. 

By  some  contrabands  that  came  on  board  we  learned  that  our  shells 
had  gone  among  the  rebels  as  they  were  flying  to  the  cars,  and  I  hope 
that  they  were  punished  for  their  insolence. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch's,as  also  Dr.  Ehoades',  report 
of  the  affair  of  the  boat,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  your  atten- 
tion to'the  coolness  and  courage  of  that  of&cer,  and  that  of  the  boat's 
crew  generally.  The  vessels  can  not  anchor  very  near  the  town  unless 
in  the  small  stream  between  the  island  and  the  town,  and  at  low  water 
could  not  be  moved  out  if  needed,  and  without  a  force  on  shore  would 
be  liable  to  be  fired  into  at  any  moment,  without  the  power  of  returning 
it  with  effect.  The  distance  of  the  vessels  induced  the  attack,  which  I 
believe  has  been  suitably  punished.  I  had  intended  leaving  Bruns- 
wick that  day,  but  delayed  in  consequence  of  that  afl'air.  I  am  now 
about  to  go  on  board  the  I'otomska,  and  with  the  Pocahontas  proceed 
through  the  inland  passage  to  the  Altamaha  Eiver  and  toward  Darien, 
and  on  my  return  to  this  anchorage  I  shall  make  a  further  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.   W.   GODON, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Flag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  8.  Pocahontas, 
Off  Brunswick,  Ga.,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  Assistant  Surgeon  Archibald  0. 
Ehoades,  attached  to  the  Pocahontas,  applied  to  me  whilst  on  board  the 
Mohican  for  permission  to  go  on  shore  and  get  some  fresh  beef  for  the 
crew,  which  I  granted. 

From  the  Mohican  he  proceeded  to  land  near  tlie  telegraph  beacon 
south  of  Brunswick  and  opposite  Brandy  Point,  on  Buzzard's  Island. 

His  party  had  succeeded  in  getting  a  supply  of  beef  and  had  already 
embarked,  but  had  not  gone  more  than  20  yards  from  the  beach  when  it 
was  fired  upon  by  some  forty  men,  and  I  regret  to  rejtort  that  2  men, 
John   Wilson    (seaman)  and    John    Shuter  (ordinary   seaman),  were 
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instantly  killed,  and  William  [Charles  H.J  Delaney  (ordinary  seaman) 
was  mortally  wounded  and  G  others  wounded,  '2  seriously,  viz,  William 
Smith,  2d  (first-class  fireman),  and  Edward  Bonsall  (coxswain). 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Surgeon  John  S.  Kitchen,  of  the 
Mohican,  to  whose  care  the  wounded  were  given,  and  to  whom  I  desire 
to  return  my  thanks  for  his  prompt  and  skillful  treatment  of  the 
wounded  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  lihoades,  whose  wounds  rendered  him 
incapable  of  performing  that  service.  But  for  the  heroic  efforts  of  Dr. 
Khoades,  Paymaster  Theodore  Kitchen,  and  Daniel  0.  Harrington 
(landsman),  of  this  ship,  aided  by  the  crew  of  the  boat,  this  dastardly 
attack  of  the  rebels  would  have  resulted  as  they  no  doubt  anticipated 
it  would,  viz,  killing  all  hands,  and  that,  too,  sir,  without  having 
observed  the  customs  recognized  by  all  civilized  people;  they  were  not 
summoned  to  surrender  until  after  a  deadly  volley  had  been  thrown  in 
and  by  which  2  of  our  men  were  instantly  killed. 

I  desire  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  this  breach  of  all  brave 
and  honorable  warfare  that  you  may  more  fully,  as  an  eyewitness, 
hold  up  such  barbarous  warfare  to  the  scorn  it  deserves. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  pride  in  our  noble  profession  that  I  record  the 
essential  service  rendered  my  brave  comrades,  whilst  under  a  murder- 
ous fire,  by  your  timely  shells,  thrown  at  so  opportune  a  moment,  and 
by  the  battery  of  the  Potomslca,  which  hastened  to  their  assistance. 

The  rebels  "did  not  remain  after  the  batteries  of  the  two  ships  once 
opened  fire. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  Dr.  Khoades,  detailing  at  length  the 
circumstances  attending  the  attack  and  his  subsequent  efforts  to 
escape  from  so  overwhelming  a  force,  and  I  rejoice  to  know  that  his 
efforts,  aided  by  Mr.  Kitchen  and  the  boat's  crew,  saved  them  from 
being  made  prisoners,  and  thus  preventing  the  rebels  from  exulting 
over  us. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Pocahontas. 

Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  iS.  Naval  Force  off  Brunswick,  Ga. 


U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Brunswielc  River,  March  12,  1862. 
SiE:  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  afternoon,  having  received  per- 
mission to  land  near  Brunswick,  Ga.,  and  procure  fresh  beef  for  our 
crew,  I  took  the  second  cutter  with  10  men  and  a  coxswain,  and  with 
Acting  Paymaster  Kitchen  landed  at  half  past  3  o'clock.  Having 
accomplished  our  object,  we  left  the  shore  about  5  p.  m.,  and  on  our 
return  to  the  Pocahontas,  as  the  men  commenced  to  pull,  and  when  we 
were  about  20  yards  from  the  beach,  one  musket  was  fired  from  a  thicket 
in  the  direction  of  the  town.  This  appeared  to  be  a  signal,  for  almost 
simultaneously  with  the  report  a  force  of  50  or  40  showed  themselves 
within  the  thicket  and  fired  a  volley  at  our  boat,  killing  2  men  and 
wounding  1  seriously.  In  the  confusion  following  their  first  fire  sev- 
eral of  the  men  jumped  overboard  and  clung  to  the  gunwale  of  the  boat; 
this,  with  the  loss  of  the  men  first  wounded,  and  2  others  also  were 
seriously  wounded  by  the  fire  of  a  second  volley,  diminished  very 
materially  the  effective  force  for  pulling,  so  that  it  was  some  time  before 
wecould  increase  our  distance  from  shore.    However,  Paymaster  Kitchen 
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steered  and  I  pulled  the  stroke  oar,  so  by  great  effort  we  were  enabled 
to  gradually  work  our  way  out  into  the  stream,  being  all  the  time 
exposed  to  a  galling  fire.  After  about  ten  minutes  the  Mohican  opened 
on  the  rebels,  and  the  Potomslca  soon  followed. 

The  first  shell  from  the  Mohican  fell  in  the  midst  of  a  group  who  were 
preparing  to  fire  upon  us.  This  either  injured  or  frightened  them,  as 
most  of  them  either  scampered  toward  Brunswick  or  the  woods  in  the 
rear,  notwithstanding  the  efiorts  of  an  officer,  who  1  could  plainly  see, 
endeavoring  to  get  them  to  continue  firing.  After  this  a  few  scattered 
shots  were  fired  at  us,  but  without  seriously  wounding  anyone.  I 
would  add  that  their  first  volley  was  fired  without  hailing  the  boat,  but 
when  they  saw  us  still  trying  to  pull  from  shore  one  of  them  called  out, 

"  Surrender,  you  damned ;"  but  as  they  had  already  killed 

two  men  and" wounded  others,  I  replied,  "No;  I  won't  surrender." 

Soon  after  the  ships  commenced  firing,  and  while  we  were  still  within 
their  range,  you  came  up  in  the  gig  and  took  us  in  tow. 

On  examining  the  men  I  found  2  killed,  3  seriously  wounded,  and  4 
slightly  wounded.  I  would  especially  mention  the  conduct  of  Daniel 
Harrington,  landsman,  who  exhibited  great  coolness  and  bravery  dur- 
ing the  whole  affair,  and  at  the  same  time  I  must  say  that  nearly  all 
the  men  acted  nobly. 

Very  respectfully, 

Abch'd  G.  Ehoades, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 

Lieutenant  G.  B.  Balch, 

.      Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Pocahontas. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Da  Font,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Godon,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  from  Brunswick  to  Sarien,  Ga. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  John's,  Fla.,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch  of  the  19th  instant  I  have  received 
another  interesting  report  from  Commander  Godon,  giving  the  details 
of  a  reconnoissance  by  the  inland  passage  from  Brunswick  to  Darien,  a 
copy  of  which  I  enclose. 

Commander  Godon,  with  the  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Balch,  and  the  Potomska,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough, 
with  the  launch  and  howitzer  of  the  Mohican,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Miller,  proceeded  to  open  tlie  interior  communication  between  St. 
Sinjon's  Sound  and  the  Altamaha  Kiver.  He  soon  encountered  an 
obstruction  consisting  of  a  double  row  of  heavy  piles  with  their  tops 
just  abov«  water  at  low  tide.  In  a  few  hours  a  sufficient  number  were 
removed,  and  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomslca  passed  through,  but  had 
advanced  only  5  miles  farther  when  another  obstruction  of  the  same 
kind  was  met  with. 

After  an  unavoidable  delay,  owing  to  the  rising  of  the  tide,  this  also 
was  removed  and  both  vessels  entered  the  Altamaha,  and  as  they 
turned  into  the  river  two  rebel  steamers  were  seen  moving  off  from  the 
wharf  at  Darien  with  full  head  of  steam,  rendering  pursuit  useless, 
particularly  as  the  brasses  of  the  Potom.ska's  shaft  bearing  had  broken, 
in  a  measure  disabling  that  vessel. 

Commander  Godon  learned  from  some  contrabands  who  came  off  from 
shore  that  Darien,  like  Brunswick,  was  deserted,  a  company  of  horse- 
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ineu  ouly  remaining  in  the  town,  with  the  intention  of  firing  the  place 
should  the  steamers  apjiroach  it. 

Owing  to  the  crippled  condition  of  the  Potomslca^ Gomm-dndev  Godon 
did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  push  his  reconnoissance  forther,  and  accord- 
ingly returned  through  the  passage  he  had  cleared  to  the  anchorage 
at  Brunswick.  He  visited  a  number  of  plantations  on  St.  Simon's 
Island,  but  with  one  exception  all  were  deserted,  though  some  time 
previously  1,500  troops  had  been  quartered  there. 

Commander  Godon  speaks  in  warm  terms  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Balch  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  WatmougH,  as  well  as  of 
the  officers  and  crews  of  all  the  vessels  under  his  command,  in  which  I 
heartily  concur,  desiring,  however,  to  add  my  commendation  of  the  zeal 
and  ability  of  Commander  Godon  himself  in  carrying  out  my  views  in 
reference  to  our  occupation  of  this  important  section  of  the  coast  of 
Georgia. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

T7.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
St.  Simon's  Sound,  March  16, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant  I  started 
in  the  Potomska,  accompanied  by  the  Pocahontas,  with  the  launch  and 
howitzer  of  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Miller,  in  tow,  and  pro- 
ceeded through  the  inland  passage  toward  the  Altamaha  Kiver. 

I  [hadj  heard  that  there  were  one  or  two  rebel  steamers  at  Darien, 
and  I  hoped  that  1  might  get  possession  of  them.  About  5  miles  from 
the  anchorage  at  this  place,  and  where  I  had  left  the  Mohican  (between 
the  batteries),  we  found,  as  I  had  heard  from  contrabands,  that  the 
river  was  staked  entirely  across.  We  reached  the  spot  at  low  water 
and  found  a  double  row  of  heavy  piles,  with  their  heads  just  above 
water.  I  at  once  got  to  work  with  both  vessels  and  in  a  few  hours 
hauled  enough  out  of  each  row  to  allow  a  passage  for  both  vessels, 
say  40  feet,  and  here  for  the  first  time  I  learned  that  about  5  miles 
beyond  another  obstruction  of  the  same  kind  had  been  placed.  We 
reached  the  second  difficulty  at  midnight,  placed  our  hawser  as  the 
tide  was  rising,  bat  unfortunately  the  hawser  disengaged  itself  from 
the  pile  and  in  the  night  with  the  rising  tide  we  could  not  find  them 
to  go  on  with  the  work,  and  my  hope  of  passing  through  during  the 
night  was  lost.  My  object  was  to  get  into  the  river,  so  as  to  make  a 
dash  up  to  Darien  by  early  daylight.  We,  however,  worked  hard  that 
day  and  by  12  o'clock  got  through  this  last  obstruction.  Between  the 
two  obstructions,  midway,  a  battery  had  been  built  of  mud,  with  the 
seeming  object  of  firing  at  the  vessels  employed  in  removing  the  piles, 
but  which  could  not  be  observed  from  those  vessels. 

As  we  passed  the  second  obstruction  and  turned  the  river  we  saw 
the  steamers  moving  off  from  the  wharf  at  Darien  with  full  head  of 
steam,  going  up  the  Altamaha  Kiver. 

At  sundown  I  anchored  both  vessels  at  Doboy  Island,  passing,  to 
reach  that  spot,  which  is  on  the  Altamaha  River,  through  [Little]  Mud 
River  at  high  water,  with  just  12  feet.  We  remained  that  day  at 
Doboy,  the  wind  blowing  quite  a  gale  from  S.  W.  to  W. 
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As  I  had  lost  all  hope  of  the  capture  of  the  steamers,  and  observiiig 
several  large  fires  in  the  neighborhood  of  Darien,  I  determined  to  pro- 
ceed no  farther  at  this  time,  more  particularly  as  we  found  that  the 
brasses  of  the  Potomsla's  shaft  bearing  had  broken  and  I  feared  she 
might  become  disabled.  I  had,  indeed,  accomplished  my  object,  which 
was  to  open  the  inland  passage  to  Darien,  and  if  the  Poiomska  had  not 
been  in  what  I  fear  a  crippled  condition  I  should  have  placed  her  at 
Doboy,  which  commands  the  river  outlet,  or  at  Sapelo  Island,  which 
commands  the  entire  entrance  to  the  Altamaha  and  the  inland  passage 
to  Savannah. 

Darien  has  been  deserted,  as  was  Brunswick.  This  we  learned  from 
some  contrabands  who  came  off'  to  us,  a  company  of  horsemen  only 
remaining  in  town,  with  the  intention  of  firing  the  place  should  we 
approach  it. 

I  have  now  been  from  one  end  of  St.  Simon's  Island  to  the  other. 
But  one  white  man  is  left  on  it;  I  saw  him;  he  is  with  his  aged  mother 
and  little  child.  He  had  never  been  in  the  army;  refused  to  leave  his 
home,  and  was  in  mortal  dread  of  our  coming,  as  the  military  had 
informed  him  that  we  came  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  even  the 
women  and  children.  We  procured  beef  for  the  vessels  at  his  planta- 
tion, for  which  we  paid  the  price  he  asked,  and  furnished  the  family 
with  some  articles,  such  as  coffee,  salt,  etc.,  which  articles  they  had 
not  even  seen  for  months.  We  stopped  at  one  or  two  other  plantations 
on  our  way  back,  all  deserted,  but  had  been  tenanted  by  the  military 
at  various  times,  for  as  late  as  November  some  1,500  troops  were 
quartered  on  St.  Simon's.  We  found  some  of  the  places  to  contain 
large  quantities  of  cattle,  and  at  King's  plantation,  not  3  miles  from 
this  anchorage,  we  counted  some  50  head  near  where  we  landed. 

All  the  blacks  have  been  removed  from  St.  Simon's,  and  at  Doboy 
we  met  the  only  negro  seen,  who  was  old  and  alone  on  the  place.  He 
had  been  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  but  he  informed  me  that  every 
one  had  been  sold  as  they  reached  about  18  years  of  age,  and,  as  he 
graphically  expressed  it,  "for  pocket  money  for  his  master." 

Your  orders  did  not  embrace  the  reconnoissance  I  have  just  made 
and  which  has  caused  a  delay  of  several  days  in  communicating  to  you 
my  progress  to  Brunswick.  I  hope,  however,  you  will  approve  my 
conduct  in  this  matter. 

I  have  now  cleared  the  passage  to  Darien  from  inside,  which  can  be 
performed  rapidly  by  gunboats  pf  10  feet  draft  at  any  time;  at  low 
tides  11  feet.  The  draft  of  the  Pocahontas  and  Potomska  is  rather  great, 
and  they  might  be  caught  and  delayed  for  higher  tides. 

I  now  beg  leave,  sir,  to  express  myself  in  warm  terms  of  commenda- 
tion for  the  energy  and  skill  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  and 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough,  and  for  the  aid  they  have 
rendered  me  in  the  active  work  we  have  been  engaged  in  for  the  last 
eight  days,  and  I  take  equal  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  cheerfulness 
in  this  work  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  three  vessels  engaged. 

1  send  the  Potomska  with  these  communications  to  Fernandina, 
through  the  inland  passage  by  Cumberland  Sound,  hoping  to  find  you 
still  at  that  place,  and  request  that  you  will  send  that  vessel  back  to  me. 
Should  the  Potomska  not  find  you  at  Fernandina,  on  her  return  I  will 
send  the  Pocahontas  to  Port  Royal  for  your  further  orders. 

The  Potomska  would  not  be  very  safe  at  sea  at  this  season  in  her 
present  condition. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough  to  make  out  a 
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requisition  for  new  brasses  to  be  sent  to  her,  and  she  could  be  usefully 
employed  in  the  sounds  until  they  arrive. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  service  rendered  by  Mr.  Godfrey, 
the  pilot. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  "W.  GODON, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  "South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Su  Ponti  TT.  S.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  StevenB,  X5.  S.  Navy,  expressing 
approval  of  Ms  conduct  of  affairs  in,St.  John's  Biver. 

Flagship'  Wabash, 
Off  St.  John's,  Fla.,  March  21, 1862. 
Sir:  Your  several  interesting  communications,  detailing  events  in 
tlie  St.  John's  Kiver,  have  been  duly  received,  the  first  one  dated  the 
13th,  just  before  my  last  dispatch  to  the  Department,  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  forwarding  it  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
The  success  of  the  expedition  under  your  command  has  exceeded 
my  expectations,  and  I  cordially  approve  of  every  step  you  have  taken 
in  carrying  out  my  general  order,  and  trust  with  you  that  mild,  yet 
firm,  measures  will  result  in  detaching  Florida  from  this  causeless  and 
wicked  rebeyion. 

Geueral  Sherman  has  determined  to  send  another  regiment  to  Jack- 
sonville, which,  in  all  probability,  has  already  arrived  there. 

I  hope  you  will  be  successful  in  raising  the  sunken  steamer  St.  Mary's 
and  the  yacht  America. 

Your  reconnoissauce,  already  so  well  pushed  forward,  will  enable 
you  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  force  you  will  require 
for  the  proper  protection  of  St.  John's  Eiver  and  moral  support  to  the 
inhabitants  by  your  presence. 

The  Ellen,  you  are  aware,  is  almost  broken  down.  If  you  can  have 
her  repaired  at  Jacksonville,  do  so.  If  not,  she  must  be  sent  to  Port 
Eoyal. 

I  will  see  to  your  receiving  coal,  provisions,  and  stores  and  to  the 
forwarding  of  your  mails  with  all  the  punctuality  I  can  command. 
EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 

ij,  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa,  Senior  Officer  in  St.  Jo/tw's  River,  Florida. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  11.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  in  relation  to  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Brunswick  and  Sarien,  Ga. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  28, 1862. 
SiE :  I  have  received  your  interesting  communications,  detailing  your 
occupation  of  St.  Simon's  Sound,  Brunswick,  and  the  Altamaha. 

Please  receive  my  cordial  approval  and  commendation  of  all  these 
successful  operations. 
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With  my  dispatches  to  the  Department  JtAaVe  forwarded  your  several 
communications,  with  their  accompanyM^^eports. 

I  have  ordered  the  Potomska  to  join  me  abPort  Eoyal.    I  wish  also 
the  Pocahontas,  but  I  will  not  withdraw  her  until  I  hear  from  you. 
EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Fhir/- Officer. 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

U.  8.  /S'.  Mohican,  Comdg.  Naval  Force  at  St.  ISimon's  Hound. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pojt,  V.  S.  Navy. 

.    Navy  Department,  March  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  several  dispatches  of  the  4th,  9th,  and  13th  instant,  stating 
that  the  national  flag  was  hoisted  on  Fort  Clinch,  the  first  of  the  national 
forts  on  which  the  ensign  of  the  Union  has  resumed  its  proper  place 
since  the  first  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
issued  announcing  the  fall  of  Brunswick,  the  capture  of  Fernandina  and 
St.  Mary's,  with  Cumberland  Island  and  Sound,  and  in  fact  the  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  coast  and  inland  waters  from  St.  Simon's  southward, 
have  been  received,  and  I  may  congratulate  you  on  the  successful  result 
of  an  expedition  early  and  deliberately  planned  and  intrusted  to  your- 
self by  this  Department  for  its  consummation. 

It  is  some  months  since  I  had  the  gratification  of  tendering  the  thanks 
of  the  G/)vernment  for  your  successful  achievements  at  Port  Eoyal,  fol- 
lowed by  the  acquisition  of  Tybee.  The  persevering  and  assiduous 
labor  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  under  your  command,  has  restored 
to  the  Union  every  important  point,  and  I  may  say  the  entire  seaboard 
from  Bay  Point  to  St.  Augustine. 

It  has  been  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  in  this  continuous  effort, 
by  which  the  national  flag  has  been  carried  forward  to  successive 
acquisitions  and  to  the  reestablishment  of  national  supremacy,  there 
should  have  been  such  harmony  and  concert  of  action  between  the 
army  and  naval  forces.  To  each  branch  of  the  service  the  country  is 
under  obligations,  and  while  extending  the  thanks  of  the  Department 
to  your  command,  our  acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Army,  who  have  so  gallantly  cooperated  with  you  in 
again  unfurling  the  national  ensign  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida,  and  made  so  important  an  advance  toward  the  restoration  of 
the  National  Union. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  WEtLES. 

Flag-Ofiftcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdy.  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron,  Port  Uoyal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  President  to  Congress,  recommending  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  bestowed  upon 
Flag-Offioer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Washington,  March  20, 1862. 
The  third  section  of  the  "Act  further  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Navy,"  approved  December  21, 1861,  provides: 

That  the  Preeiflent  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  shall  have  authority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy  for  the 
command  of  siiuadrona  and  single  ships  such  oUicers  as  he  may  believe  that  the  good 
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of  the  service  requires  to  be  thus  placed  iu  command;  and  such  ofScers  may,  if  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  gallantry  in  action  against  an  enemy, 
be  restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise.  » 

In  conformity  with  this  law,  Captain  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  of  the 
Navy,  was  nominated  by  the  Senate  for  the  continuance  as  the  flag- 
officer  in  command  of  the  squadron  which  recently  rendered  such 
important  service  to  the  Union  in  the  expedition  to  the  coasts  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  fully  cor- 
respond with  the  intention  of  the  law,  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  Samuel 
F.  Du  Pont  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and 
gallantry  displayed  in  the  capture,  since  the  21st  of  December,  18G1, 
of  various  points  on  the  coasts  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  particularly 
Brunswick,  Cumberland  Island  and  Sound,  Amelia  Island,  the  towns 
of  St.  Mary's,  St.  Augustine,  Jacksonville,  and  Fernandina. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repbesentatives. 


fieport  of  Brigadier-General  Irapier,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  evacuation  of  Amelia  Island, 

Fla. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Force, 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  March  28,  1862. 

Major  :  In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Colonel  Edward  Hopkins, 
Fourth  Regiment  Florida  Volunteers,  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
post  at  Amelia  Island  at  the  time  of  its  evacuation  by  our  troops,  I 
have  had  no  oflBcial  report  from  him.  I  have  the  honor,  however,  to 
submit  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general  the  following 
narrative  of  the  events  attending  that  operation,  which,  derived  from 
sources  entitled  to  credence,  may  be  regarded  as  altogether  authentic : 

On  the  evening  of  February  23  I  received  by  telegraph  orders  from 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  then  commanding  the  military  department  in  which 
middle  and  east  Florida  are  embraced,  dated  February  19,  to  withdraw 
from  the  islands,  securing  the  artillery,  etc.  This  order  was  extended 
forthwith,  at  the  hands  of  a  special  messenger,  to  the  officer  command- 
ing the  post  at  Amelia  and  Talbot  islands,  and  to  Colonel  Charles  H. 
McBlair,  provisional  army,  commanding  the  batteries,  with  instruc- 
tions to  dismantle  the  batteries  with  all  possible  expedition  and  cau- 
tion, and  then  to  withdraw  the  troops  and  abandon  the  post. 

On  the  fourth  day  after  this  order  was  received  at  Amelia  Island,  the 
enemy  made  his  appearance  simultaneously  in  the  inland  passage 
between  Cumberland  Island  and  the  mainland  (having  come  iu  at  St. 
Andrew's  Sound)  and  off  the  main  entrance  into  Cumberland  Sound, 
the  principal  approach  from  the  sea  to  the  town  of  Fernandina.  At 
this  time  there  had  been  dismounted,  and  iu  great  part  removed  from 
the  island,  all  the  guns  that  bore  upon  this  approach.  These  were  the 
most  effective  batteries,  and  without  them  it  was  deemed  by  the  officers 
in  council  that  it  would  be  fruitless  to  attempt  the  defense  of  the  place. 
The  order  was  accordingly  given  for  the  troops  to  retire  from  the  island, 
which  they  did  in  good  order  and  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 
The  garrison  from  the  adjacent  island  (Talbot)  was  withdrawn  with 
equal  success. 
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Of  heavy  ordnance  upon  these  islands  there  were,  including  a  battery 
of  field  pieces,  33  guns.  Of  these,  18  were  saved,  thus  showing  a  loss 
of  but  15  guns,  a  fact  which,  in  view  of  our  very  limited  means  of 
transportation  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  removing  heavy  ordnance, 
or,  indeed,  ordnance  of  any  description,  over  sand  hills,  reflects,  in  my 
judgment,  high  credit  upon  the  officers  to  whom  was  assigned  tliis 
arduous  duty,  and  besides  the  guns  there  were  saved  also  all  the  powder 
and  most  of  the  shot  and  shell,  some  of  the  carriages,  implements,  etc. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  all  this  was  accomplished  in  four  days  and 
nights,  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  no  other  conclusion  can 
be  formed  than  that  the  utmost  energy,  industry,  and  vigor  were  exhib- 
ited by  both  officers  and  men. 

Five  of  the  guns  were,  however,  I  regret  to  add,  subsequently  lost. 
They  had  been  placed  at  St.  John's  Bluff,  on  the  St.  John's  Eiver, 
with  the  purpose  of  putting  them  in  battery  there  for  the  defense  of 
that  river.  The  enemy's  prompt  movements  in  that  direction  rendered 
it  impossible  to  remove  them,  as  it  was  my  intention  to  have  done,  in 
pursuance  of  the  orders  from  laeadquarters,  dated  March  1, 1862,  which 
required  that  all  troops  in  this  military  department,  except  such  as 
might  be  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  Apalachicola  Eiver,  should 
be  ordered  to  report  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston. 

Prom  the  above  it  appears  that  our  entire  loss  in  and  consequent 
upon  the  evacuation  of  Amelia  Island  is  20  guns,  and  some  stores  of 
the  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments,  though  no  considerable 
amount  of  either.  The  capture  under  false  pretenses  of  Lieutenant- 
OoloneJ  Holland  and  5  men,  and  his  subsequent  restoration,  have  been 
already  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Trapier, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral,  Commanding. 

Major  T.  A.  Washington, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Pocotaligo,  S.  G. 

[Endorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  S.  C.  and  Ga., 

Pocotaligo,  >S'.  G.,  April  6,  1862. 
This  report  is  respectfully  referred  to  War  Department.    Although 
east  and  middle  Florida  has  been  constituted  a  separate  department, 
reports  and  returns  continue  to  be  made  to  these  headquarters. 

J.  0.  Pemberton, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


BepoTt  of  Colonel  Hopkins,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  evacuation  of  Amelia  Island  by  the  Con- 
federate forces. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Kegiment  Florida  Volunteers, 

Lake  City,  Fla.,  March  30,  1802. 

Sir:  Your  order  to  evacuate  the  island  of  Amelia  was  received  on 
Tuesday,  February  25.  In  accordance  with  that  order  I  consulted 
fully  Avith  Colonel  McBlair,  commander  of  the  batteries,  as  to  the  best 
method  of  effecting  the  important  duty  specially  assigned  him.  I  fur- 
nished him  such  details  of  men  as  were  deemed  necessary,  and,  in  short, 
all  things  which  our  position  would  admit  of. 

On  Saturday,  March  1,  1  ordered  Captain  J.  M.  Martin,  Marion 
Artillery,  to  place  his  battery  2  miles  beyond  the  railroad  bridge  on 
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the  mainland,  leaving  a  strong  guard  to  protect  the  same,  and  to 
return  with  the  rest  of  his  command  to  the  island,  which  he  did,  and 
rendered  me  important  service  to  the  end.  I  also  directed  Captain 
Owens,  commanding  Marion  Dragoons,  to  take  his  horses  to  the  posi- 
tion assigned  the  artillery  and  return  (the  necessary  guard  excepted) 
to  the  island.  This  dismounted  corps,  under  its  efficient  commander, 
was  useful  to  uie  throughout. 

I  had  previously  caused  the  citizens  of  Feriiandina  to  be  notified 
that  ample  transportation  would  be  furnished  all  who  desired  to  leave 
the  city;  that  orders  had  been  issued  for  that  purpose.  Finding  that 
the  citizens  paid  no  attention  to  this  notice,  1  issued,  on  Saturday, 
March  1,  a  written  notice,  to  wit,  that  on  Sunday,  March  2,  at  10  a.  m., 
a  special  train  would  leave  the  city  expressly  for  the  transportation  of 
all  women  and  children  desirous  of  leaving.  But  little  heed  seemed  to 
have  been  given  to  the  second  admonition. 

No  demonstration  beyond  the  usual  blockade  was  made  by  the  enemy 
until  Sunday,  March  2,  about  9  a.  m.  A  bark,  bearing  French  colors, 
appeared  in  the  offing  and  hoisted  signals  for  a  pilot,  whereupon  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel D.  P.  Holland  went  out  to  her  with  a  white  flag,  taking 
with  him  6  soldiers  of  the  Fourth  Florida'  Regiment.  She  proved  to 
be  a  Federal  vessel,  and  they  were  captured  by  the  perfidious  craft 
and  taken  off.  I  have  the  happiness  to  state  that  they  have  since  been 
released  and  are  again  at  their  post. 

About  10  o'clock  the  same  day  several  ships  hove  in  sight,  bore  down 
near  the  bar,  and  anchored.  It  became  evident  that  an  attack  would 
be  made  on  Monday,  the  3d.  Our  position  was  critical.  As  the  enemy 
had  full  view  of  my  quarters,  it  was  necessary  that  the  usual  camp 
quiet  should  prevail. 

It  was  not  until  6 :  .30  p.  m.  that  I  issued  the  order  to  break  camp 
and  transport  everything  to  the  railroad  depot.  This  was  ettected  by 
2  o'clock  next  morning. 

At  an  early  hour  iu  the  night  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Colonel 
Styles,  saying  that  from  nineteen  to  twenty-one  of  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats were  in  Saint  Andrew's  Sound,  of  which  fact  Colonel  McBlair 
was  duly  notified.  In  consequence  of  this  information  he  very  properly 
placed  his  command  en  route  for  the  city,  where  it  arrived  about  1 :30 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

At  1  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  I  repaired  to  town,  and  at  2:30 
a.  m.  ordered  all  the  troops  (three  companies  of  the  Fourth  Regiment 
Florida  Volunteers  excepted)  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  to  the  main- 
land. These  three  companies  I  retained  for  the  protection  of  the  citi- 
zens and  for  the  more  speedy  removal  of  our  equiijage.  No  trains 
were  permitted  to  go  beyond  2  miles  from  the  railroad  bridge.  The 
rush  for  succor  and  aid  was  perplexing.  Duty  on  one  side  and  com- 
miseration for  the  sufferers  rendered  my  position  very  distressing. 

At  12  m.  I  was  informed  that  four  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  had  come 
around  the  north  end  of  Cumberland  Island  and  entered  the  sound. 

At  1  o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  they  were  moving  across, 
whereupon  I  ordered  the  companies  to  file  across  the  bridge,  and  at  2 
p.  m.,  in  company  with  Colonel  McBlair,  I  left  Fernandina.  It  was 
now  that  all  trains  should  have  been  removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  and 
no  diflflculty  would  have  occurred.  The  three  companies  behaved  well. 
There  was  no  confusion — ^not  the  slightest.  The  train  fired  into  was 
not  injured. 

On  Tuesday,  at  4  a.  m.,  I  ordered  Second  Lieutenant  Deakle,  of  Com-- 
pany  C,  Fourth  Regiment,  to  burn  the  trestlework  on  the  side  next  the 
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mainland,  which  he  accomplished,  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  gunboats, 
without  loss.  You  are  aware,  sir,  my  orders  restricted  me  entirely  to 
my  immediate  command,  Colonel  McBlair  having  full  charge  of  the 
batteries. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add  that  nothing  was  lost  belonging  to  my  com- 
mand. My  ill  health  prevented  an  earlier  report,  as  well  as  one  more 
full  and  complete. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Hopkins, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Florida  Volunteers. 

R.  H.  Anderson, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Nickels,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Onward,  regarding 
blockade  duty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Andrew's,  March  1,  1862. 
Sir:  Tou  will  please  proceed  with  all  dispatch  off  St.  John's  for 
blockade,  information   having  been  received   that  a  vessel  is  about 
attempting  to  enter  there. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dti  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels, 

U.  8.  Armed  8hip  Onward,  off  8t.  Andrew's. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of 
the  V.  8.  8.  Flambeau,  and  the  arrival  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Ch'irleston,  March  4,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Flambeau  being  out  of  coal  I  am  obliged  to  send  her  to  Port 
Koyal.  I  had  hoped  the  coal  schooner  would  have  been  able  to  supply 
her,  and  have  since  intended  that  she  should  keej)  up  a  small  supply 
from  the  Sumpter,  but  the  weather  is  too  rough  for  coaling,  with  no 
probability  of  improvement,  and  also  I  think  her  too  light  to  keep  the  sea 
safely  at  this  season.  I  spare  her  with  regret,  as  thereare  several  vessels 
in  the  harbor  which  may  be  ready  to  leave,  and  have  the  honor  to  sug- 
gest that  her  place  should  be  at  once  supplied  by  another  steamer. 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Rinaldo  arrived  here  this  morning  and  has  asked  permis- 
sion to  communicate  with  the  British  consul,  which  I  have  granted  and 
which  he  will  do  when  the  weather  permits. 
1  am, 

[E.  G.  Parrott, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present.] 

[Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont.J 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Dn  Pont,  IT.  S.  Ifavy,  to  Commander  Ooldsborough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  if.  8.  Florida,  to  proceed  to  blockade  off 
St.  John^s.  •^ 

Flagship  Mohican, 
Off  the  Town  of  Fernandina,  March  4,  1862. 
Sib:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Florida  under  your  coramaud, 
passing  out  by  the  first  tide  which  will  enable  you  to  cross  the  bar, 
and  blockade  off  St.  John's. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  J.  R.  Goldsbobough, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida. 

Deab  Goldsbobough  :  St.  John's  is  the  spot  now.    They  are  forti- 
fying and  expect  to  run  everything  in  there. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lanier,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  to  transport  Captain  Davis  to  Baltimore,  carrying  dispatches 
for  the  Government. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  6,  1862. 

SiB:  Tou  will  proceed  with  the  Alabama  under  your  command  to 
Baltimore  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Captain  Charles  H.  Davis  goes  with  you  as  official  bearer  of  dis- 
patches to  the  Government. 

On  your  arrival  you  will  report  by  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  by  him  or  by  the  senior  officer 
you  will  consider  your  ship  as  under  sailing  orders,  giving  your  officers 
only  such  leaves  of  absence  as  will  enable  you  to  reach  them  by  signal 
or  message. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  B.  Laniee, 

TJ.  S.  iV.  Alabama. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  regarding  the  withdrawal  from  his  command  of  Captain  C.  H. 

Davis,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Fernandina,  March  6,  1862. 

SiE :  The  Department,  I  feel  convinced,  will  excuse  some  delay  in 
the  return  of  Captain  Davis  under  its  order  received  in  February,  for 
it  will  appreciate  the  desire  he  and  I  had  to  execute  together  another 
of  those  plans,  matured  under  your  auspices,  of  the  complete  success 
of  which  he  bears  to  you  the  tidings. 

You  are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  this  officer  not  to 
require  any  additional  testimony  from  me.  His  withdrawal  from  my 
command  is  a  great  loss  to  it  and  to  me,  but  the  Department  is  quite 


622        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

right  to  avail  itself  in  a  larger  sphere  of  his  professional  abilities  and 
loyal  devotion  to  his  country's  cause. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,   ■» 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Mag-Officer,  Gommanding  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  request  from  a  citizen  of  New  York,  requesting  pro- 
tection of  his  property  in  Florida. 

Navy  Depabtment,  March  6, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  dated  the  26th 
ultimo,  referred  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  from 
Buckingham  Smith,  esq.,  New  York,  asking  protection  of  his  property 
and  relating  to  matters  in  Florida, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 

[Enclosure.] 

341  W.  Fifteenth  Street, 

New  York,  February  26,  1862.    ' 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  several  times  been  menaced  with  the  seiz- 
ure of  my  property  in  the  South,  and  yesterday  I  was  warned  from  a 
friendly  source  that  my  presence  there  had  become  necessary  for  its 
safety,  all  that  I  have  being  in  the  hands  of  sequestrators  for  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Davis.  In  this  last  stage  of  affairs  (common,  no  doubt,  to 
many  others),  and  as  it  is  not  my  pleasure  to  go  South  at  this  time,  I 
address  myself  to  you,  asking  the  protection  of  the  United  States  under 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  holding  property  as  I  do  in  east  Florida  by 
descent  from  a  Spanish  subject  of  the  country,  and  having  myself  at 
the  time  of  the  cession  been  a  resident  in  the  province. 

I  beg  to  state  these  facts  with  emphasis.  Since  the  time  that  the 
conspirators  took  up  arms  there  has  in  no  wise  any  attempt  been  made 
by  the  Government  to  pacify  the  interior  of  the  Peninsula  of  Florida 
or  the  eastern  shore  by  even  the  looking  in  of  a  gunboat  as  high  up  the 
St.  John's  Eiver  as  Jacksonville,  or  in  passing  the  harbor  of  St.  Augus- 
tine. On  the  average  of  once  a  week  for  a  period  of  nearly  four  months 
the  Jeff  Davis  hovered  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida  within  a  degree  or  two  of 
latitude  of  that  town,  watching  for  prey,  and  finally  it  only  disappeared 
by  the  commander,  Coxetter,  attempting  to  enter  the  port,  supposing 
himself  to  be  pursued  by  a  United  States  vessel  of  war,  when  he  wrecked 
his  vessel.  That  town  is  the  undisturbed  residence  of  that  privateers- 
man,  where  he  has  his  family,  and  has  property,  as  also  have  Hardee, 
Kirby  Smith,  and  Loring,  all  late  of  the  U.  8.  Army,  now  active  generals 
in  the  causeof  the  conspiracy.  Through  these  ports  have  been  received 
from  neutral  countries  necessaries,  particularly  salt,  coffee,  quinine, 
opium,  in  exchange  for  pitch  and  cotton.  Some  passengers  are  passing 
(or  have  passed  until  very  lately)  by  these  means,  and  also  correspond- 
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ence.  The  Garibaldi,  schooner,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  still  continued 
to  make  her  trips  from  Jacksonville.  The  commerce  of  St.  John's  Eiver 
has,  in  no  instance,  as  I  have  said,  been  disturbed,^nd,  in  a  word,  the 
entire  Peninsula  of  Florida  by  sufferance  only  is  in  rebellion,  and  while 
incapable  of  self-defense,  sends  troops  to  Richmond  and  attempts  at 
last,  by  confiscating  the  property  of  contumacious  citizens,  to  supply 
means  for  carrying  on  the  war  to  the  Confederate  Government. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Buckingham  Smith. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sevtabd. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Mayor  of  Wilming- 
ton, Del.,  presenting  two  flags  to  that  city  in  token  of  its  loyalty. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Fernandina,  Fla.,  March  6, 1862. 
SiE :  I  have  retained  in  my  possession,  until  an  opportunity  offered 
of  forwarding  it,  the  American  flag  first  hoisted  on  Fort  Beauregard 
after  its  capture  on  the  7th  of  November,  1861. 

I  send  with  it  a  rebel  flag,  likewise  captured  in  South  Carolina  by  one 
of  the  vessels  of  my  fleet  under  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy. 
Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  present  them  in  my  name  to  the  loyal  city 
of  Wilmington  ?  They  are  the  emblems  of  a  war  forced  upon  us  by  the 
most  wicked  conspiracy  that  a  forbearing  nation  has  ever  had  to  con- 
tend with,  ttte  pretensions  and  crimes  of  which  Wilminigton  has  de- 
nounced from  the  beginning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
His  Honor  Vincent  Gilpin, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Wilmington,  [Del.]. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  harbor  of  Port  Boyal,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Fernandina,  March  6, 1862. 
SiE :  On  the  receipt  of  the  mail  from  shore  to-morrow  you  will  please 
proceed  with  the  Susquehanna  to  Port  Royal  and  take  charge  of  the 
harbor  until  my  return. 

You  will  also  relieve  the  Varuna,  Commander  Boggs,  and  send  her 
on  her  way  to  the  Gulf  as  soon  as  she  is  ready  to  proceed.    Dispatch  a 
coal  vessel,  if  any,  to  this  place. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Captain  J.  L.  Laedner, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Susquehanna,  off  Fernandina. 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Marchand,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  James  Adger,  to  proceed  to  bloclcade  duty 
off  Charleston,  8.  C.  ^ 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed,  with  the  James  Adger  under  your  com- 
mand, passing  out  by  the  first  tide,  to  blockade  off  Charleston. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

[S.  F.  Du  PONT,J 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  [J.  B.]  MARCHAND, 

U.  8.  8.  James  Adger,  Fernandina  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  bloclcade  off  Charleston,  8.  G. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order,  without  waiting  for  the  mails,  you 
will  please  proceed  to  Port  Eoyal. 

If  everything  is  quiet  there,  and  you  find  that  you  can  be  spared,  I 
wish  you  to  take  charge  of  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  embracing 
Stono,  Bull's  Bay,  and  Georgetown. 

I  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  blockade  should  be 
rigorously  maintained,  and  I  will  send  you  as  many  vessels  as  can  be 
spared.  The  James  Adger  proceeds  to-day  to  Charleston,  and  the  Bien- 
ville will  follow  to-morrow,  stopping,  however,  at  Port  Royal. 

Please  to  retain  the  Augusta,  Sumpter,  and  other  vessels  now  on  that 
station  until  they  can  be  relieved,  unless  there  should  be  an  absolute 
necessity  to  send  any  of  them  to  Port  Royal. 

Do  not  send  any  mails  from  Port  Royal  south  for  any  vessels  except 
the  Pawnee,  Florida,  and  the  four  regular  gunboats. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna,  off  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Nickels,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  at  Georgetown,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  8, 1862. 
Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  at  once  off  Fernan- 
dina, and  after  transferring  the  colonel  and  men,  whose  capture  you 
have  reported  to  me,  to  the  Wabash,  you  will  continue  to  Georgetown  and 
relieve  the  Gem  of  the  Sea,  now  on  blockade  there,  informing  Captain 
Baxter  that  he  can  return  to  Port  Royal. 

"Sou  will  show  these  orders  to  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  of  the 
Wabash. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag -Officer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels, 

U.  8.  Armed  Vessel  Omcard,  off  St.  John's. 
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Order  of  Flag -Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldshorough, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  IS.  S.  Florida,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  ofi 
Charleston,  8.  C.  ^ 

Flagship  Pawnee, 
Fernandina  Harbor,  March  8, 1863. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  proceed  with  the 
Florida  under  your  command  for  blockading  duty  oft'  Charleston. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  8.  8.  Florida,  off  St.  John's. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieidenant 
Nickels,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  ship  Omcard,  to  proceed  to 
blockade  duty  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Fernandina,  March  .9, 1863. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  to  the  blockade  off'  Charleston,  report- 
ing to  the  senior  officer  there,  to  relieve  the  Roebuck,  which  vessel  will 
then  return  to  Port  Royal. 
Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels, 

U.  8.  Armed  Vessel  Onward. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,   U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Steedman, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  with  prize  schooner  Alert  to  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  8t.  John's,  March  .9,  1863. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  proceed  with  your  prize  to  Port  Royal  and 
place  her  under  charge  of  Captain  Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna,  or 
the  senior  officer  present,  and  on  my  arrival  there  I  will  take  the  proper 
steps  to  send  the  prize  or  (if  she  be  found  by  survey  unfit  to  go  to  the 
iJorth  at  this  season  of  the  year)  her  cargo  to  the  proper  authority  for 
adjudication. 

As  soon  as  you  are  ready  to  leave  Port  Royal  you  will  proceed  off 
Charleston  for  blockading  duty,  reporting  there  to  the  senior  officer 
liresent. 

Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  Steedman, 

U.  8.  8.  Bienville. 

P.  S. — The  senior  officer  at  Port  Royal  will  send  on  board  of  your 
ship  all  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Bienville  now  on  the  two 
prizes  taken  by  you.  Please  show  him  these  orders  as  authority  there- 
for. He  will  detach,  until  my  arrival,  a  sufficient  force  to  see  to  their 
safety. 

N   W  R— VOL   12 40 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8. 
Navy,  transmitting  information  from  Brussels  regarding  the  steamer 
Economist.  % 

Navy  Department,  March  ll,  1862. 

SiE:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  an  extra(;t  from  a 
dispatch  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  19th  ultimo,  by 
the  TJ.  S.  minister  at  Brussels,  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Economist 
No,  2,  which  vessel  is  suspected  of  a  design  to  carry  munitions  of  war 
to  the  rebels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-OfiBcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  BlocTcading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  8.  G. 

[Enclosure.] 

No.  52.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  February  19,  1862. 
SiK:  *  *  *  I  learn  that  he  has  purchased  several  batteries  com- 
plete, numbering  in  all  80  cannon  of  various  calibers,  and  that  they  are 
to  be  shipped  from  Hamburg  by  a  steamer,  the  Economist  No.  2,  which  is 
to  proceed  thence  to  London  to  take  in  blankets,  etc.,  thence  to  Graves- 
end  to  fill  up,  as  those  which  preceded  her  have  done,  with  powder, 
clearing  for  Nassau,  her  shippers  hoping  she  can  run  the  blockade  thence. 
The  Economist  No.  5  is  a  new  English  steamer,  tliis  being  lier  first 
voyage.    *     *     • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

H. Sandford. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Butler ,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  Lardner,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  off  Charleston,  8.  C,  acknowledging  service  rendered 
by  the  officers  of  his  command. 

On  Board  Steam  Transport  Mississippi, 

Off  Hilton  Head,  fort  Royal,  8.  C,  March  12. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  my  gratitude  for  the  signal  service 
rendered  me  by  the  olticers  of  your  command  during  my  distress  at  this 
post.   They  have  evinced  that  kindness  and  courtesy  for  which  the  Navy 
has  ever  been  distinguislied. 

Since  you  ordered  the  master  of  tlie  Mercury,  Mr.  Baldwin,  to  report 
to  me  for  duty,  he  has  acted,  with  liis  steamer,  with  great  promptness 
and  efficiency,  aud  for  his  wearying  work  for  two  successive  nights  lias 
my  best  thanks. 
Wishing  yourself,  personally,  all  success  with  your  command, 
I  am,  most  truly,  yours, 

Benj.  F.  Butleu, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Flag-OflScer  Lardner, 

Commanding  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Station. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bn  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Le  Boy,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  to  proceed  to  Mosquito  Inlet, 
Florida,  in  view  of  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  the  Steamer  Carolina  from 
Nasmn,  New  Providence. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Of  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  Having  received  information  tbat  the  rebel  steamer  Carolina  has 
got  into  Mosquito  Jiiletf'rom  Nassau  witli  amis,  which  she  is  nowunload- 
ing,  will  you  please  proceed  ac  once  with  the  Keystone  State  under  your 
command,  off  that  place? 

The  bar  is  shallow,  and  of  course  you  can  not  cross  with  your  vessel, 
but  I  desire  that  you  will  keep  as  near  the  shore  as  possible  until  I  can 
send  others  of  light  draft. 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  containing  interesting  information. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  off  St.  Augustine. 

Please  receive  my  commendation  for  the  dispatch  with  which  you 
executed  my  last  order. 

S.  F.  D.  P. 


Capixire  of  the  British  schooner  Fair  Play,  March  J2,  18112. 

Report  of  Acting  7oliinteeT  Lieutenant  Baztei,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  bark  Gem  of  the 

Sea. 

U.  S.  Baek  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Off  Georgetown,  S.  C,  March  12,  ISdP. 
Sir:  At  11  o'clock  this  morning,  Georgetown  light-house  bearing 
W.  by  N.,  distant  'J  miles,  boarded  the  English  schooner  Fair  Play,  of 
Halifax,  [Nova  Scotia],  and  by  her  papers  she  hails  from  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  and  is  bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence.  The  captain  of 
her  re])orts  himself  in  distress  through  loss  of  sails  and  water,  which  is 
his  excuse  for  being  in  here. 

On  opening  his  letter  to  consignee  I  find  by  the  invoice  that  the  Fair 
Play  has  a  suspicious  cargo,  and  1  therefore  consider  it  my  duty  to  send 
the  vessel  to  Port  Royal  for  your  inspection  in  cl.arge  of  Acting  Master 
Nelson  Provost. 

Sir,  I  am,  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding. 
Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — In  the  course  of  a  few  days  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  here 
for  Port  Royal  for  sujiplies. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  V.  S.  ITavy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the 

prize. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 

Off'  Georgetoim,  S.  C,  March  21,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  sent  the  schooner  Fair  Play  to  Port  Royal  for  the  reason  of 
not  having  supplies  to  go  north  and  we  could  not  supply  her,  and  also 
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for  the  decision  of  the  flag-officer  of  the  Sontli  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron.  He  sent  her  back  to  me  for  my  decision  of  the  port  she 
should  be  sent  to.  I  have  now  decided  to  ^end  her  to  Philadelphia, 
which  I  trust  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 
Acting  Volunteer  Jyientenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hecretary  of  the  Nary. 

P.  S. — Please  find  enclosed  an  extract  from  the  New  York  Times  in 
regard  to  Messrs.  Adderly  &  Co.,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  whom 
the  schooner  Fair  Play  and  cargo  was  consigned. 

[Enclosure — Newspaper  clipping.] 

Affairs  at  Naseav — Important  ivformation  regarding  the  movementa  of  rebel  vessels  run- 
ning the  blockade,  etc. 

[Correspondence  of  the  New  York  Times.] 

Nassau,  Saturday,  February  15,  1862. 

But  little  of  importance  has  tran-spired  since  I  wrote  you  last.  I 
reported  the  arrival  of  the  rebel  s,t&Mu%T -Carolina  from  Charleston  in 
my  communication  per  Karnalc.  Her  consignees  took  out  a  British 
register  for  her  and  changed  her  name  to  Kate.  She  carried  away  a 
cargo  of  arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  from  the  British  steamer  Gladiator,  and 
is  reported  to  have  arrived  safely  at  Fernandiua,  Fla.  After  changing 
her  colt)rs,  she  gave  the  conch  secessionists  (witliout  regard  to  color)  a 
sail  around  Hog  Island,  which  forms  our  harbor.  I  am  sorry  to  say  a 
few  of  our  American  visitors,  who  pretend  to  be  strong  Union  men, 
joined  the  party.  Soon  after  the  Eate  left  the  harbor  they  were  visited 
with  a  tremendous  thunder  squall,  such  as  you  seldom  see  except  in 
our  tropical  climates,  which  drove  them  all  below  and  caused  a  large 
portion  of  them  to  part  with  their  morning  meal.  It  is  described  as 
having  been  highly  interesting  to  those  wlio  were  fortunate  enough  not 
to  be  seasick. 

There  have  been  several  arrivals  of  small  craft  from  Secessia  with 
turpentine  and  cotton — one  was  the  notorious  privateer  schooner  Sallie. 
She  is  about  the  hardest  looking  vessel  for  a  privateer  I  have  ever  seen. 
Her  cargo  was  about  100  barrels  of  turpentine.  One  shell  from  a 
32  pounder  would  place  her  among  the  things  that  were.  The  pilot 
boat  Alert  arrived  on  the  0th  instant  from  Charleston,  with  a  cargo  of 
50  bales  of  cotton.  The  captain  told  me  (supposing  I  was  a  seces- 
sionist) that  the  Union  fleet  ott'  Savannah  could  take  the  city  at  any 
time  without  difficulty,  and  even  if  they  remained  in  their  present 
position  for  any  length  of  time  they  would  starve  the  troops  out  of 
Fort  Pulaski,  as  all  supplies  were  entirely  cut  ofl',  and  every  attempt  to 
send  them  had  failed. 

The  steamer  Flla  Warley  had  not  yet  returned,  notwithstanding  she 
has  been  expected  for  the  last  three  weeks  with  cotton  for  the  ship 
Eliza  Bonsa.ll,  now  lying  in  the  harbor  for  a  cargo.  I  think  they  are 
afraid  to  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  again,  as  the  captain  told  ine  it 
was  next  to  an  impossibility  for  a  vessel  of  her  size  to  perform  the 
feat.  Should  she  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  squadron  it  would  prove  a 
heavy  loss  to  her  bogus  owner  here,  who  is  what  we  style  a  "redheaded 
crab,"  about  18  years  old,  with  but  little  brains  and  less  money. 

On  Tuesday  last  the  old  steamer  Governor  Dudley  arrived  from 
Charleston  with  4U0  bales  of  cotton.    The  captain  fearing  the  cotton 
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would  go  North  if  sold  here,  refused  to  take  any  price  for  it.  After 
taking  out  a  British  register  and  changing  her  name  to  the  Nellie,  he 
left  for  Havana  with  a  Nassau  pilot  on  board  to  <?arry  him  across  the 
[Bahama]  Banks.  He  intends  taking  a  return  cargo  to  Charleston, 
and  expects  to  be  back  here  in  about  a  month  with  more  cotton.  The 
Nellie  is  an  old  boat,  nearly  used  up  both  in  hull  and  machinery.  Her 
speed  is  not  over  8  or  10  knots,  with  a  full  head  of  steam. 

The  steamer  General  Miramon  arrived  here  from  Havana  on  the  6th 
instant  with  an  assorted  cargo,  and  sailed  on  the  9th  again  with  the 
same  cargo  for  Havana.  Her  destination  from  here  was  Vera  Cruz, 
but  the  Government  refused  to  clear  her  for  that  port.  The  schooner 
Garahaldi  (which  I  mentioned  in  my  last),  schooner  Thomas  Perry,  and 
several  other  rebel  vessels,  have  cleared  from  here  lately  for  St,  John, 
New  Brunswick,  with  salt  and  general  cargo.  They,  unfortunately, 
lose  their  way  and  invariably  bring  up  in  Charleston,  Fernandina.  or 
some  other  Southern  port,  unless  some  of  our  Union  gunboats  fall  in 
with  theui  and  pilot  them  into  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore. 
The  captain  of  the  Alert  reports  salt  worth  $7  per  bushel  in  Charles- 
ton. He  says  the  Confederate  Government  seize  all  they  can  get  and 
pay  in  shinplasters. 

The  secesh  conchs  here  were  highly  elated  by  a  rebel  report  from 
Charleston  of  a  great  battle  having  been  fought  at  Bowling  Green, 
in  which  the  rebels  were  reported  victorious,  having  cut  the  National 
forces  to  pieces  and  captured  a  large  portion  of  them.  The  news  by 
the  Karnalc  has  put  an  end  to  all  their  rejoicings. 

Several  wrecks  have  occurred  at  the  out  islands  lately.  The  British 
brig  Nyasm,  Campbell,  master,  from  Gonaives  for  Gibraltar  and  orders, 
was  wrecked  at  Inagua  on  the^Oth  ultimo,  with  a  cargo  of  2,20((  bags 
coflee;  800  bags  saved  dry,  900  badly  damaged,  and  500  lost.  The 
bark  Maryland  was  wrecked  at  the  same  island  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
with  a  cargo  of  4,300  bags  coflee;  only  about  GOO  bags  saved,  and  that 
badly  damaged.  The  (German  brig  Alpkons,  from  Savanilla  [SabanillaJ, 
bound  for  Bremen,  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  cigars,  cedar,  and  ivory 
nuts,  was  wrecked  at  Mayaguana  [Mariguana]  on  the  30th  ultimo;  a 
small  portion  only  of  her  (jargo  has  been  saved.  The  brig  George  G. 
Ross,  Rice,  master,  from  Port  au  Prince  for  New  York,  with  coffee, 
honey,  and  logwood,  was  wrecked  at  Long  Cay  about  the  middle  of 
last  month;  all  the  cargo  was  saved  and  sold  there.  The  brig  Ben 
Dunning  was  at  Inagua  on  the  10th,  loading  salt  for  New  York. 

The  steamer  Kate  returned  here  yesterday  from  Fernandina,  in  bal- 
last, to  load  with  part  of  the  rest  of  the  Gladiator^s  cargo.  Is  there  no 
way  this  business  can  be  stopped *J  If  the  Government  would  send  out 
half  a  dozen  fast  gunboats  to  cruise  along  the  [Bahama]  Banks  they 
would  undoubtedly  catch  some  of  these  vessels.  The  brig  A.  31.  Bart- 
lett,  from  Boston,  with  a  cargo  of  hogshead  shocks,  bound  for  Sagua 
La  Grande,  was  wrecked  at  Abaco  on  the  5th  instant.  A  small  portion  of 
her  cargo  was  saved  and  brought  here.  The  Kate  evidently  brought 
bad  news  from  Charleston,  as  the  Karnalc  is  detained  by  H.  Adderly  & 
Co,,  to  take  ori  board  the  cotton  intended  to  be  sent  to  England  in  the 
ship  HUza  Bonsall,  and  the  Uliza  Bonsatl  is  bending  sails  and  making 
other  preparations  for  sea.  H.  Adderly  &  Co.  are  agents  for  the 
Gladiator  and  Uliza  Bonsall,  and,  in  fact,  either  agents  for  or  pretended 
owners  of  nearly  all  the  secession  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  that 
arrive  here,  notwithstanding  they  have  made  a  large  portion  of  their 
money  out  of  northern  wrecks.  They  aid  and  abet  the  South  in  every 
possible  way,  and  are  more  tirnily  oi)posed  to  the  North  than  any  other 
house  here.    Captain  Lockwood,  of  the  Kate,  upon  being  asked  what 
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cargo  he  carried  over  last  voyage,  answered  "food  for  tbe  North,"  luean- 
ing  arms  and  ammunition.  I  hope  he  may  dine  upon  a  meal  of  the  same 
sort  before  he  gets  back  to  Fernaiidina.  He'* reports  the  Ella  Warley 
loaded  in  Charleston,  and  that  the  owners  have  discharged  the  crew, 
as  they  fear  to  make  another  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 

Union. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Wamsutta,  Madgie,  and  Victoria  to  iiroceed  to  duty  in  the 
South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Navy  Ubpaetment,  March  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  all  practicable  dispatch  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wam- 
sutta under  your  command  to  Port  Koyal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  Flag- 
Ofiicer  S.  F.  Du  Pout  for  duty  as  a  part  of  the  South  Alantic  Blockad- 
ing Squadron.  Before  sailiug  transmit  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll 
of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Wamsutta, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenuant  Wm.  L.  Stone,  tJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Wamsutta,  New  York. 

[Orders  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Master  F.  B.  Meriani, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Madgic,  and  Acting  Master  J.  D. 
Warren^  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Victoria.] 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  (J.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andreic. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  March  14, 1862. 
SiE:  Please  send  as  soon  as  possible  the  Henry  Andrew,  now  at 
Wassaw,  to  Fernandina,  to  report  to  Commander  Drayton,  directing 
Commander  Gillis  to  supply  her  with  coal  and  provisions. 

Dispatch  this  order  to  Wassaw  by  the  speediest  conveyance,  pilot 
boat  or  otherwise.    1  want  the  Andreic  much. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Captain  J.  L.  Lardnee, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Gomdg.  Naval  Forces,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 

P.  S. — If  the  E.  B.  Hale  can  be  spared   from  Wall's  Cut  send  iier 
also  to  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lAeutenant  Doiones,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  off  Fernandina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  Id,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  ordered  to  proceed  to  Port  Koyal  and  to  place  you  in 
charge  here  until  my  return,  which  will  be  most  likely  in  a  week. 
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The  Potomska  will  also  remain  until  farther  orders,  and  unless  you 
prefer  being  off  St.  Mary's  yourself,  you  will  place  her  there. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 

Commander,  ISenior  Officer  at  Fernandiua. 

Lieutenant  Oominauding  Jno.  Downes, 

r.  IS.  Gnnboat  Huron,,  of  St.  Mary^s. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Nany,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  8. 
Nary,  regarding  the  transportation  of  battalion  of  marines  to  St. 
Augustine. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  17,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  send  the  Keystone  State  to  Port  Eoyal.  If  the  Bienville  is 
still  there,  and  has  coaled,  you  will  order  the  battalion  under  Major 
Keyuolds  to  be  embarked  on  board  of  her  and  dispatch  the  Bienville  to 
this  place,  allowing  Commander  Le  Koy  to  repair  his  engine.  If,  how- 
ever, the  Bienville  has  left,  give  the  Keystone  State  40  tons  of  coal  and 
send  her  with  the  marines  as  soon  as  possible,  expediting  the  coaling 
witii  all  speed. 

The  accompanying  communications  for  the  Dale,  Western  World,  and 
other  vessels  jylease  have  delivered  whenever  opportunity  otters. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
•  Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardneh, 

U.  S.  S.  Stcsquehanna,  Commanding  Naval  Force,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Reynolds,  U.  S. 
Marine  Corps,  to  report  tcith  his  battalion  at  St.  Augustine. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  17,  1862. 
Major:  On  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  embark  with  tlie  battalion 
under  your  command  on  either  the  Bienville  or  the  Keystone  State,  as 
Captain  Lardner  may  direct,  for  this  place,  leaving  only  your  sick 
behind. 

Bring  all  your  camp  equipage,  as  I  intend  you  to  garrison  St. 
Augustine,  which  you  will  tind  an  important,  but  at  the  same  time 
very  pleasant,  post. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Major  J.  G.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion,  Bay  Point. 


Report  of  TAeutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  reconnaissance  in  St. 
John^s  River  to  Palatka,  and  the  intended  expedition  for  the  capture  of 
yacht  America  and  steamer  St.  Mary^s. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  17,  1862. 
Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  I  have  made  a  reconnoissance  as 
far  as  Palatka,  and  found  uo  hostile  demonstrations;  on  the  coutrkry, 
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the  assurance  I  gave  that  we  did  not  coine  to  molest  peaceable  citizens 
has  had  a  good  effect.  I  am  induced  to  believe  from  the  result  ot  luy 
visit  up  the  river  and  from  my  intercourse  \wih  the  citizens  here,  it  a 
sufficient  force  is  left  at  this  point  to  protect  the  Union  sentiment, 
which  is  showing  itself  more  and  more,  the  State  of  Florida  will  soon 
be  disenthralled.  General  Wright  has  been  and  is  still  here.  He  leaves 
to  morrow  to  meet  you,  and  to  him  I  refer  for  full  particulars  as  to  the 
actual  condition  of  aftairs.     I  am  happy  to  say  our  views  fully  accord. 

If  the  vessels  should  be  kept  here  for  any  length  of  time,  they  will 
require  provisions  and  coal.  On  my  way  down  to  this  place  from 
Palatka,  I  sent  Acting  Master  Budd,  with  the  first  cutter  of  the  Wahash, 
to  seize  9  bags  coffee  belonging  to  the  rebels,  which  he  succeeded  in 
obtaining. 

I  go  up  this  eveniug  in  the  Ellen  with  the  two  armed  boats  from  the 
Wabash,  in  company  with  the  Darlington,  which  latter  vessel  is  now 
here  to  capture,  if  possible,  the  yacht  America  and  steamer  St.  Mary's. 
When  the  objects  in  view  have  been  fully  accomplished,  I  shall  make  a 
full  report  of  what  has  transpired  since  separating  from  the  flagship. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Commandinf/,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandiny  Sotith  Atlantic  Blockading  Stjuadron, 


Report  of  Commander  Le  Boy,  U.  8.  Xavy,  commanding    U.  S.  S.  Key- 
stone State,  regarding  reconnoissance  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Sea,  March  17,  18H2. 

SiK:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I  proceeded  off 
Mosquito  liilet,  anchoring  the  same  afternoon,  and  on  the  following 
morning  sent  in  a  boat  to  make  a  recouuoissance.  We  found  the  chan- 
nel had  changed  to  the  soutliward  of  the  entrance  marked  by  the  buoy, 
the  old  one  being  entirely  closed  atlow  water.  Owing  to  the  sea  on  the 
bar,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  permit  tlie  boat  to  attempt  to  cross 
the  bar,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  I  sent  a  boat  inside,  finding 
11  feet  on  the  bar.  I  enclose  accompanying  a  rough  tracing  of  the 
position  of  the  channel,  with  soundiugs,  etc.  The  only  vessel  visible 
was  a  small  schooner  lying  nearthe  town  of  New  Smyrna,  where  there 
were  only  2  feet  water  at  low  tide,  and  distant  2  or  3  miles  from  the  bar. 
The  boat's  crew  landed  on  one  of  the  points,  but  nothing  of  interest 
was  discovered.  On  the  evening  of  the  16th  the  Penguin  arrived,  and, 
in  obedience  to  the  verbal  order  brought  me  by  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Budd,  I  left  this  morning  at  9  o'(dock,  having  delayed  the  night  to 
enable  nie  to  supply  the  Penguin  with  coal  to  tlie  amount  of  20  tons. 
I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Corndg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  St,  Augustine. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Com- 
mander Godon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Mohican,  regarding 
operations  in  St.  Simon's  Sound,  March  17-30,  18ff2. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  6, 1862. 
Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  an  interesting  report 
from  Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  detailing  events  in  St.  Simon's  Sound 
and  the  establishment  of  a  colony  of  contrabands  on  St.  Simon's  Island. 
This  officer  also  calls  my  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  an 
armed  vessel  at  Doboy,  for  the  double  purpose  of  covering  St.  Simon's 
Island  and  blockading  the   Altamaha,  but  I  regret  to  inform  the 
Department  that  I  have  none  to  send. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
St.  Simon's  Sound,  March  30,  1802. 

SiB:  Since  my  communication  of  the  16th  by  the  Potomska,  I  have 
to  report  that  on  the  17th,  with  the  launch  and  another  armed  boat,  I 
entered  Jekyl  Creek  and  proceeded  to  Dubignon's  place,  where  I  dis- 
covered a  deserted  battery  of  three  guns  to  command  that  stream  and 
the  remains  of  a  camp  of  some  two  hundred  men.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  cattle  remains  on  the  island,  but  very  wild  on  our  approiich. 

The  following  day  the  steamer  Connecticut  arrived,  and  in  endeavor- 
ing to  enter  the  port  ran  aground  to  the  north  of  the  bar. 

I  sent  the  Pocahontas  to  her  aid,  and  by  night  she  was  again  afloat 
without  sustaining  any  injury. 

A  few  hours  after  she  left  for  Fernandina,  a  fresh  gale  sprang  up  and 
continued  to  blow  for  several  days;  indeed,  so  strong  as  to  prevent 
movement  in  boats  about  the  sound. 

On  the  22d  the  Bibb  made  her  appearance,  and  Captain  Boutelle  at 
once  commenced  placing  the  buoys  for  the  bar  and  channel. 

Since  then  I  have  been  some  distance  up  the  inside  passage  of  St. 
Simon's  Sound  and  landed  in  considerable  force  at  Cooper's  place,  where 
we  again  found  a  quantity  of  cattle,  but  equally  wild  with  those  of 
Jekyl  Island. 

Contrabands  continue  to  come  to  us.  I  sent  a  number  by  the  Potomska 
to  Fernandina,  and  also  several  by  the  Connecticut.  On  the  26th  I  started 
for  Brunswick  to  look  to  that  place,  and  on  my  way  up  the  river  twenty- 
seven  more  contrabands  came  to  me.  It  now  became  necessary  to  obtain 
food  for  these  people,  as  they  mustered  over  forty  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, and  both  my  provisions  and  those  of  the  Pocahontas  were  getting 
low. 

I  was  informed  that  a  quantity  of  corn  might  be  had  on  Colonel's 
Island,  opposite  Brunswick,  at  a  Mr.  Scarlet's  place.  1  proceeded  there 
and,  with  the  aid  of  the  contrabands,  who,  in  fact,  had  belonged  mostly 
to  this  Mr.  Scarlet,  I  procured  150  bushels  of  corn,  a  quantity  of  pease, 
and  sweet  potatoes,  with  some  cotton. 

I  also  brought  off  tools  for  working  the  ground,  cornsheller,  and  a 
mill  for  grinding  corn,    Colonel's  Island  is  separated  from  Fancy  Bluff, 
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on  the  mainland,  by  a  small  stream,  and  at  Fancy  Bliift'  we  noticed  tbe 
rebel  pickets. 

At  sundown  I  tbrew  two  shells  from  the  Pocahontas  among  them. 

The  following  morning,  on  landing  to  ilnish  our  work,  we  learned 
through  one  of  the  contrabands  that  the  pickets  had  been  increased  to 
150  soldiers  at  Fancy  Bluft'. 

We  landed  our  fieldpieces  and  a  strong  force  on  Colonel's  Island  and 
obtained  what  we  needed,  and  that  night,  after  again  firing  a  shell  or 
two  at  Fancy  Bluft',  proceeded  to  St.  Simon's. 

Here  I  landed  all  the  contrabands,  with  their  corn  and  provisions, 
tools,  etc.,  and,  having  housed  them,  have  set  them  to  work. 

Already  they  have  planted  potatoes.  To-morrow  they  begin  to  pre 
pare  the  land  for  corn.  They  have  set  up  their  mill,  and  I  have  told 
them  they  are  to  ])lant  cotton  and  thus  to  become  of  use  to  themselves. 
They  seem  contented,  but  without  a  vessel  at  the  other  end  of  the  island 
they  are  in  danger  of  being  interfered  with  by  soldiers  landing  in  that 
direction  and  approaching  them  at  night.  St.  Simon's  is  a  line,  rich 
island,  about  10  miles  long.  On  the  north  end  is  a  village,  Frederica. 
It  is  said  to  be  healthy.  The  marine  battalion  might  be  employed  here 
most  usefully.  They  could  occupy  both  ends  of  the  island,  and  a  small 
gunboat  at  each  end  would  render  it  perfectly  secure  and  block  up 
Brunswick  and  Darien.  A  thousand  blacks  could  be  usefully  employed 
here  and  made  self-supporting.  Such  a  colony,  properly  managed, 
would  do  much  good.  Those  that  are  now  here,  some  forty  in  number, 
live  on  T.  Butler  King's  place,  and  under  cover  of  our  guns.  For  the 
present,  then,  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  food  such  as  the  contra- 
bands are  accustomed  to  to  last  some  time,  even  with  increased  num- 
bers coming  in;  but  I  would  earnestly  recommend  the  sending  of 
another  small  vessel,  as  stated  above,  at  once  to  Doboy  Island.  I  do 
not  know  what  your  intentions  are  in  regard  to  the  blacks.  Should 
they  be  continued  here,  corn  and  salt  fish  should  be  supplied  them 
until  they  can  procure  their  own  living  from  the  land  they  are  now  till- 
ing. I  request  your  further  orders  in  these  matters.  The  provisions 
and  coal  of  both  vessels  are  getting  so  low  that  unless  I  see  you  soon, 
as  your  note  gives  me  the  hope,  1  shall  be  obliged  to  send  the  Poca- 
hontas to  Port  Eoyal  for  supplies,  and  this  vessel  would  soon  have  to 
follow. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  send  the  U.  S.  S.  Pan-nee  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  March  18,  1862. 
Sir:  If  you  can  possibly  spare  the  Pawnee,  send  her  to  Hampton 
Koads  immediately,  with  orders  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gtdkon  Welles. 
Flag-Ofticer  S.  F.  Dxr  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  SquadroH,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  IS.  IS.  Alabama,  to  report  for  duty  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Depaetmbnt,  March  18, 1862. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  all  practical  dispatch  to  Port  Eoyal  and  rei)ort  to 
Flag-OfHcer  Du  Pont  or  the  senior  officer  present. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Coimnander  E.  Laniek,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandiny  U.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Baltimore. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pa.icnee,  to  proceed  with  dispatch  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  to  procure  provisions. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  John's,  Fla.,  March  18,  1862. 
Sir:  I  And  on  reflection  and  examination  of  our  resources  in  this 
sliip  that  it  will  be  must  difficult  to  coal  and  provision  the  S(iuadron.. 

I  find  I  can  leave  you  nothing  on  my  passage  up,  and  you  will  there- 
fore leave  the  Huron  and  Potomska  to  guard  Fernandina  and  proceed 
with  all  dispatch  to  Port  Royal,  lill  up  with  everything  you  can  get, 
and  return  in  all  haste  to  Fernandina. 

1  will,  so  soon  as  Captain  Rodgers  returns  from  Jacksonville,  for 
which  place  lie  leaves  at  daylight,  go  myself  to  Port  Royal  and  expe- 
dite the  coaling  and  jjrovisioning  of  all  the  fleet. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  P.  Drayton, 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  Fernandina. 

P.  S. — Acting  Master  Godfrey,  pilot,  will  have  the  temporary  charge 
of  the  steamer  Darlington,  and  Acting  Master  Mattair  will  act  as  pilot 
for  Fernandina  Harbor,  and  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

S.  F.  Du  P. 


Capture  of  the  British  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  March  18,  and  recapture 
from  prixe  creir,  March  21,  1862. 

Beport  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  March  18,  1862. 

Honorable  Secretary  op  the  Navy  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the 
blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  consisting  of  the  Florida,  James 
Adger,  Sumpter,  Flambeau,  and  ship  Onward,  have  this  day  captured 
the  ship  Fmily  St.  Pierre,  of  Charleston,  from  Calcutta,  loaded  with 
2,173  bales  of  gunny  cloths. 

The  Fmily  St.  Pierre  has  a  British  register  and  manifest,  but  her 
name  being  mentioned  among  those  furnished  by  the  Department,  and 
as  she  belongs  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  take  posses- 
sion of  her,  auU  have  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  under  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Josiah  Stone  with  a  prize  crew  of  two  men  from  each  of  the 
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blockading  vessels,  with  orders  to  deliver  ber  over  to  tlie  U.  S.  district 
attorney  at  that  place. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  11.  (iOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commander,  U.  IS.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.,  Waxhington,  J).  C. 


Eeport  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  Eonior  officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
Off  Charleston,  March  18,  18C2. 

Flag-Officer:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  11  a.  in.  of  this 
day,  the  wind  being  fresh  from  tlie  N.  E.  and  weather  thick,  the  look- 
out ship,  the  Onward,  discovered  a  strange  sail  in  the  oiling,  about  3 
miles  to  seaward,  standing  directly  into  the  harbor  under  full  sail,  and 
with  no  colors  flying.  The  James  Adcjer  being  guard  ship  of  the  day, 
immediately  stood  for  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre, 
of  Charleston,  mentioned  in  your  list  of  suspected  vessels,  from  Cal- 
cutta, November  21,  1S61,  with  a  cargo  of  2,173  bales  gunny  cloth, 
British  papers,  manifest,  etc.,  and  the  word  "Liverpool"  on  her  stern. 
I  have  seized  and  sent  her  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  adjudication 
under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Josiah  Stone,  of  this  steamer,  with  a 
prize  crew  of  two  men  from  each  of  the  vessels  blockading  this  port. 
The  other  vessels  being  short  of  officers,  1  sent  First  Assistant  Engineer 
John  S.  Smith  (not  requiring  his  further  services  since  Mr.  Ziegler  has 
reported)  to  assist  Mr.  Stone.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Eornsby,  of  the 
Onicard,  has  been  detached  from  that  vessel  for  similar  duty.  The 
captain,  steward,  and  cook  of  the  Emily  St.  Pierre  remained  on  board; 
the  balance  of  the  crew  have  been  divided  between  the  James  Adger  and 
this  vessel,  2  mates  and  7  seamen  being  on  board  of  the  Florida;  a  list 
of  her  crew  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Her  ijapers  I  sealed  and  forwarded  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court  for  the  eastern  district  of  I'ennsylvania.  Messrs.  Stone  and 
Hornsby  have  orders  to  return  to  their  vessels  when  their  services  are 
no  longer  required.  I  learn  the  ship  liad  the  secession  flag  flying  fifteen 
days  previous  to  sailing  from  Calcutta. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  1  have  issued  orders  to  the  blockading 
force  off  this  harbor  not  to  allow  any  vessels  to  enter  our  lines  without 
their  nationality  being  fully  establislied. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  11.  Goldsborough, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer  off'  Charleston. 

Flag  OfiBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  transportation  to  Washington,  S.  C,  of  the  crew  of  the  prize. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Off  St.  Augustine,  Flu.,  March  25,  1862. 
Sir:  1  received  by  mail  last  evening  several  commnnications  from 
you,  among  others  one  containing  the  capture  of  the  Emily  St,  Pierre, 
ui)on  which  1  congratulate  you. 
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The  Bienrille,  on  her  way  to  Wasbingtou,  will  stop  ofl'  Charleston 
and  you  will  please  put  on  board  of  her  the  crew  of  the  captured  ship, 
now  on  the  Florida  and  James  Adger.  These  m«n,  according  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Department,  are  not  prisoners  and  can  not  be  unnec- 
essarily detained  except  as  witnesses. 

I  have  forwarded  the  muster  roll  of  the  vessels  blockading  off 
Charleston. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
ComHiander  J.  E.  Goldsbokough, 

IT.  s.  8.  Florida,  Comdg.  Blockading  Forces  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Beport  of  Acting  Master  Stone,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  prize,  regarding  the  recapture. 

Liverpool,  April  26, 1862. 

Deae  Sir  :  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  write  you,  letting  you  know  that  on 
the  18th  of  March  I  was  sent  on  board  the  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre  to 
take  her  to  Philadelphia;  Captain  Wilson  and  his  cook  and  steward 
were  permitted  to  remain  on  board,  the  rest  of  the  crew  being  taken 
ott'  by  Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborough.  Captain  Wilson  was  to  go  as  a 
passenger,  and  I  supposed  he  was  on  parole  with  Captain  J.  E.  Golds- 
liorough,  and  I  treated  him  as  such;  the  cook  and  steward  to  aot  as 
cook  and  steward  for  myself,  officers,  and  men.  All  went  on  well  until 
the  nioniing.of  the  21st  of  March.  I  was  then  off  Cape  Hatteras,  dis- 
tant about  30  miles,  it  bearing  about  W.  N.  W.  Captain  Wilson  came 
on  deck  to  me  in  a  pleasant  manner,  si)oke  of  the  nice  wind  I  had  all 
night;  after  talking  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  he  asked  me  if  I  would  go 
in  the  cabin  and  show  him  the  position  of  the  ship  on  the  chart.  I 
walked  in  with  him,  and  while  in  the  cabin,  he,  Cajjtain  Wilson, 
grabbed  me  by  my  collar  and  drcAv  a  belaying  pin  from  under  his  vest, 
at  the  same  time  tlie  cook  and  steward  sprang  out  of  a  room,  put  two 
revolvers  at  my  head,  threatened  my  life,  put  me  in  irons,  put  me  in  a 
small  room,  and  locked  me  in  and  then  told  me  that  he  had  taken  Mr. 
Hornsby,  the  master's  mate,  and  Mr.  John  S.  Smith  the  same  way.  He 
went  into  these  officers'  rooms  while  they  were  asleep,  put  them  in 
irons,  and  put  gags  in  their  mouths;  after  this  he  went  on  deck.  Six 
of  the  men  being  asleep  in  the  forecastle  he  locked  them  in.  He  then 
got  three  of  the  men  that  were  on  <leck  to  go  down  aft  in  a  scuttle  and 
pass  up  a  coil  of  rigging;  told  tlie  men  that  I  wanted  it.  When  the 
men  were  down  he  put  the  hatches  on  and  thus  had  all  the  crew  fast- 
ened up  except  three.  He  then  got  some  of  the  crew  to  help  him  work 
the  ship  to  this  port.  He  shot  one  man  at  the  time,  but  did  not  kill 
him ;  he  is  getting  well,  and  one  man  on  the  passage  fell  from  the  fore- 
yard  on  deck  and  died  the  next  day,  of  which  I  was  not  told  until  we 
got  here.  Myself  and  master's  mate  were  kept  confined  all  the  pas- 
sage, thirty-one  days.  We  arrived  here  on  the  21st  of  this  month,  and 
are  now  detained  here  by  order  of  Mr.  Adams  at  London. 
Your  humble  servant, 

JosiAH  Stone, 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

There  are  now  six  vessels  in   this  port  taking  in  cargo  to  run  the 
blockade,  four  sailing  vessels  and  two  steamers.    I  will  give  the  names 
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of  the  sailing  vessels:  Ship  Southerner,  brig  Sophia,  brig  Rosalind, 

brig  Lilla;  as  near  as  I  can  iind  out  are  bound  to  Charleston,  and  the 

two  steamers,  Memphis  and  Julia  Usher,  to  ISew  Orleans. 

With  resT)ect, 

J.  Stone. 


Letter  from  Commander  Goldsborough,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  the 
character  of  Acting  Master  Stone,  V.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
St.  Simonli  Sound,  July  1,  1862. 
Sie:  While  I  condemn  in  the  stroujiest  terms  the  course  pursued  by- 
Acting  Master  Josiah  Stone  in  quietly  and  tamely  surrendering  his 
ship,  the  Emily  ISt.  Pierre,  without  the  slightest  eflbrt  of  resistance, 
notwithstanding  the  sword  which  lie  possessed  and  the  revolver  which 
I  gave  for  the  purpose  of  defense,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  bear 
testimony  that  during  the  time  Mr.  Stone  was  under  my  command  his 
moral  character  and  gentlemanly  deportment  merited  my  entire  appro- 
bation, and  his  watchfulness,  vigilance,  and  attention  to  duty  inspired 
me  with  respect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  11.  Goldsborough, 

Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Expedition  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida,  March  18-25, 18(>2,  and  discovery 
and  raising  of  the  C.  S.  yacht  America. 

Beport  of  lieutenant  Stevens,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Of  Jacksonville,  March  28,  1862. 

SiE:  I  returned  this  morning  with  the  launch  and  first  cutter  of  the 
Wabash  and  the  steamers  JJurUngton  and  EUeu  from  Dunn's  Greek  with 
the  yacht  America,  which,  after  a  week's  hard  labor  and  valuable 
assistance  of  Lieutenant  Irwin,  Acting  Master  P>udd,  and  P^irst  Assist- 
ant Engineer  Dungan,  1  succeeded  in  raising  and  bringing  to  this  place, 
where  I  shall  keep  her  awaiting  your  further  instructions. 

She  is  without  ground  tackle  or  sails  and  almost  everything  else  but 
her  lower  masts,  bowsprit,  gafls,  and  some  light  s})ars.  1  send  the 
Darlington  with  the  boats  of  the  Wabash  to  St.  Augustine,  apprehend- 
ing that  you  may  have  use  for  them.  If  not  and  I  can  have  their 
services,  I  i)roi)Ose  to  go  to  Haw  Creek  and  raise  the  steamer  St.  Mary^s, 
in  which  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  succeed.  Farther  up  tiie  St.  John's 
Kiver  there  is  a  large  amount  of  floating  property  which  is  of  value  to 
the  rebels  and  will  be  of  great  use  to  the  IJ.  S.  Government. 

On  my  way  down  I  stopped  at  Palatka  and  took  on  board  the  Ellen 
a  quantity  of  resin,  sirup,  moss,  hardware,  etc.,  which  I  have  placed 
in  charge  of  General  Wright  in  one  of  the  storehouses  of  this  place, 
leaving  word  with  ex  Governor  Moseley,  at  Palatka,  if  the  property 
belonged  to  persons  not  in  arms  or  not  inimical  to  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  it  would  be  returned,  or,  if  used, 
paid  for  at  a  fair  market  value;  otherwise  not.     Some  8  or  10  miles 
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below  Jacksonville  tbere  are  two  pieces  of  artillery  snnlc,  wliicii  Cap- 
tain Ammen  will  endeavor  to  secure  to  morrow.  I  enclose  his  copy  of  a 
communication  which  will  explain  itself.  , 

Everything  remains  quiet  at  this  place. 

Awaiting  your  instructions,  T  remain,  resjiectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

T.  J  I.  Stevens, 
Jjieutenant,  Commondiny,  TI.  S.  Navy. 
Flag-Oflicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gommandinn  ISouth  Allantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  enclose  a  proclamation  of  General  Sherman's,  which  you  may  pos- 
sibly have  not  iseen,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  citizens  of  this  place. 

[Enclosures.] 

St.  John's  JiiVEB,  March  ST,  ISGS. 
To  the  oirners  of  property  at  Orange  j\f)llx: 

The  undersigned,  senior  naval  ofHcer  commanding  the  United  States 
naval  forces  in  tlie  waters  of  St.  John's,  has  reason  to  believe  that  a 
man  named  De  Costa,  while  in  charge  of  the  Orange  Mills  and  property 
adjacent  thereto,  has  been  maltreated  and  incarcerated  for  holding 
intercourse  with  persons  belonging  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  by  some  lawless  person  or  persons.  He  therefi're  notifies  the 
owners  of  property  in  and  about  Orange  Mills  that  if  the  said  De  Costa 
is  not  delivered  in  Jacksonville  by  Sunday  next  he  will  destroy  their 
l)roi)erty.       , 

T.  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 
Commanding  Z\  S.  Xara!  Forces  in  the  iraters  of  St.  John's. 


Headquakteks  Expedition at^y  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  20,  18(12. 
To  the  people  of  Eaxt  Florida: 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  have  come  amongst  you  to  protect 
loyal  citizens  and  their  property  from  further  molestation  by  the  crea- 
tures of  a  rebel  and  usurped  authority,  and  to  enable  you  to  resusci- 
tate a  government  which  they  have  ruthlessly  endeavored  to  destroy. 

All  loyal  people  who  return  to  or  remain  at  their  home,  in  the  (juiet 
pursuit  of  their  lawful  avocations,  shall  be  protected  in  all  their  rights, 
within  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  sole  desire  and  intention  of  the  (iovernment  is  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  and  reclaim  States  which 
have  revolted  from  their  national  allegiance  to  their  former  prosperous 
and  happy  condition. 

There  is  great  satisfaction  in  the  fact,  now  become  patent  to  all,  that 
a  large  portion  of  you  still  cling,  in  your  hearts,  to  that  mother  who 
tirst  liberated  you  from  the  thraldom  of  a  despotic  government;  who 
next  rescued  you  from  the  deathly  grasp  of  the  wily  savage,  at  a  fright- 
ful cost  of  lite  and  treasure;  and  who  afterwards  elevated  you  from 
the  condition  of  territorial  dependence  to  that  of  a  proud  and  inde- 
pendent State. 

I  earnestly  recommend  that  in  every  city,  town,  and  precinct  you 
assemble  in  your  primary  and  sovereign  capacity;  that  you  there  throw 
off  that  sham  government  whicli  has  been  forced  upon  you,  swear  true 
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fidelity  and  allegiance  to  tlie  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
organize  your  government  and  elect  your  oificers  in  the  good  old  way 
of  the  past.  ^ 

When  this  is  done,  then  will  you  see  the  return  of  prosperous  and 
happy  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  trade  and  industry  to  which  your 
extensive  coast  is  so  well  adapted  and  iu  the  immunity  from  that  want 
and  suffering  to  which  you  have  been  so  wickedly  subjected  by  the 
traitorous  acts  of  a  few  ambitious  and  unprincipled  men;  then  will  you 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  your  honest  labor,  the  sweets  of  happy  homes,  and 
the  consolation  of  living  under  those  wise  and  salutary  laws  that  are 
due  only  to  an  industrious  and  law-abiding  people. 

T.  W.  Sheeman, 
Brigadier-  Oenera  I,  Commanding. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Port  Royal,  April  33,  1863. 

Sir:  As  you  intimated  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  more  of  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  recovery  of  the  yacht  America  than 
was  contained  in  my  ofiicial  report,  1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  day 
after  the  occupation  of  Jacksonville  I  i)roceeded  up  the  river  as  far  as 
Palatka,  and  there  met  a  person  who  informed  me  in  general  terms  as 
to  her  whereabouts  and  that  of  the  steamer  8t.  Mary's.  On  my  way 
down  6n  board  the  Ullen  a  boat  was  discovered  with  two  persons  in 
it,  to  which  we  gave  chase,  when  as  we  neared  the  shore  the  boat  was 
abandoned.  Upon  searching  the  boat  a  letter  was  discovered  from  a 
Mr.  Hemming,  the  person  who  was  employed  to  sink  the  yacht  and  the 
steamer,  giving  all  the  information  desired.  I  reached  Jacksonville 
the  same  evening,  and  the  next  morning  I  started  in  the  Darlington, 
with  the  EUenandi  the  launches  of  the  Waiasft,  for  Dunn's  Creek,  where  I 
found  the  yacht  sunk  in  about  3  fathoms  water,  only  her  port  rail  being 
above  water.  Leaving  the  JJ/icM  to  protect  her  from  any  further  injury, 
I  proceeded  on  in  the  Darlington,  with  the  two  boats  of  the  Wabash, 
through  Dunn's  Lake  in  to  Haw  Creek,  a  distance  of  about  140  miles  from 
Palatka,  and  there  found  the  8t.  3Iary''s,  a  fine  and  valuable  steamer, 
also  sunk. 

As  we  had  no  suitable  purchases  to  raise  the  vessels,  I  retuned  to 
Jacksonville  in  the  Darlington  for  them,  leaving  the  Ullen,  with  the 
boats  named,  alongside  of  the  yacht  to  make  preparations  for  raising 
her.  Finally,  after  procuring  such  imperiect  means  as  I  could  find, 
and  after  a  week's  hard  and  laborious  effort  on  the  ))ai  t  of  all  the  com- 
mand, our  efforts  were  successful  in  raising  the  America,  and  I  have  to 
report  her  safe  arrival  in  this  place,  where  she  was  towed  by  the  Ottawa, 
and  where  she  awaits  your  orders. 

The  America  was  brought  to  Jacksonville  by  a  Lord  Dacy,  and,  I  am 
well  informed,  was  sold  to  the  Confederate  Government  some  four 
months  ago  (at  which  time  she  ran  the  blockade)  ior  tliesum  of -fW »,()()(). 
It  is  asserted  and  generally  believed  she  was  bought  by  the  rebels  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  Slidell  and  Mason  to  England. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Ottatva. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  urfiing  the  continued  presence 
of  (ivnboats  for  the  protection  of  the  army  force  in  Wright's  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrighfs  River,  South  Carolina,  March  19,  181)2 — 1  p.  m. 
Sir:  At  the  request  of  General  Viele  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  tliat  the 
gunboats  now  here  are  necessary  for  the  proper  support,  and  protection 
of  his  small  force  of  about  2,{H)0  nien,  extending  over  a  space  of  7  miles, 
and  including  the  batteri(>s  on  Jones  and  Bird  islands  (500),  and  the 
remaining  1,500  on  the  island  of  Daufuskie,  with  but  a  single  fleld 
howitzer  on  the  island. 

Were  there  no  gunboats  here  the  latter  island  would  be  open  to 
attacks  in  tiats  and  boats  by  May,  New,  and  Wright's  rivers. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  (JOLLINS, 

hieutenant,  Commanding. 
Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  GoIUhh,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  continuance  of 
Confederate  communication  between  Savannah  and  Fort  Pulaski. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wriffhfis  River,  South  Carolina,  March  20, 1862. 
Siii:  Lieutenant  Robinson,  of  the  Army,  while  passing  from   Bird 
Island  battery  to  Daufuskie  with  two  deserters  from  Fort  Pulaski, 
stopped  alongside  and  gave  me  the  information  contained  in  my  letter 
of  last  night  to  you. 

Not  wishing  to  detain  Lieutenant  Robinson  I  did  not  question  the 
deserters,  but  T  have  since  understood  they  obtained  the  information 
by  reading  a  letter  from  Savannah. 

From  the  deserters  we  learn  that  communication  between  Fort 
Pulaski  and  Savannah  is  had  every  two  or  three  days. 

As  we  have  no  pilot  for  eitlier  of  the  three  gunboats  now  here  I 
respectfully  request  that  one  or  more  may  be  sent  to  us. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

V.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Senior  Xaval  Officer,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  if.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  of  coopera- 
tion in  view  of  expected  attack  upon  Federal  batteries  in  the  Savannah 
River. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir:  This  morning  at  4  o'clock  I  received  a  note  from  General  Viele, 
informing  me  tliat  he  anticipated  an  attack  upon  his  batteries  on  the 
Savannah  liiver  by  an  expedition  from  the  city,  and  requesting  me  to 
send  him  the  Pettit  and,  if  possible,  one  or  two  other  light  draft  gun- 
boats. 

N  W  R — VOL  12 41 


642        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

I  also  received  a  letter  with  the  same  information  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding'  Collins,  of  the  UnndUla. 

I  at  once  dispatched  the  Pettit,  which  had  come  for  coal,  with  the 
two  launches  of  this  ship,  under  charge  of  the  first  and  third  lieuten- 
ants, to  join  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  and  regretted  that  1  had 
no  gunboats  at  my  disposal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-T.  L.  Laedneu, 

Captain. 
Flag-OfflcerS.  F.  Dii  Pont, 

Gommandinf/  South  AtUnitic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Order  of  Lieutenant    CoUina,    JJ.  8.  Navy,  to   Lieutenant  Gillis,   U.  8. 
yavy,  to  assiiiiie  temporary  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  E.  H.  Hale. 

U.    S.    GlTNBOAT    TJNADILLA, 

WrigUfH  River,  South  Carolina,  March  20,  18G2. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Captain  William  J.Foster, 
you  will  take  command  of  the  E.  B.  Hale  till  the  pleasure  of  the  senior 
naval  ofBcer  at  Port  Koyal  be  known. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
lAeutenant,' Commanding. 

Lieutenant  .Iambs  H.  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from   Captain  Lardiier,   U.  8.  Xacy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,    U.  S. 
Navy,  approving  the  temporary  assignment  of  LiexUenaMt  Qiltis. 

U.  y .'  S.  Susquehanna, 

Bort  Itoyal,  March  :>1, 18G2. 
Sir:  Your  (emi)oiary  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Gillis  is  approved 
until  the  order  of  tlie  commander  iu  chief  is  made  known. 
] Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Tj.  Lardner, 
Captain  and  Senior  0[)icer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  jST.  C.'LLIns, 

V.  8.  Ounboat  Unadilla,    Wrighfs  liiver. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Flag-Officer  l)u  Pont,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  the  judge  of 
the  district  court  of  Florida,  regarding  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
Jackson  mile. 

FLAGSHir  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Johris,  Florida,  March  2J,  1862. 
My  Dear  Judchs:  I  have  Just  communicated  with  General  Sherman 
on  liis  return  from  Jatiksonville. 
A  meeting  was  called  there  last  night  by  the  citizens  and  tlie  sti-ongest 
."i?,"  yesolations  passed,  expressing  the  determination  of  the  people 
ot  \<  lorida  to  be  a  part  of  the  Union  and  condemning  the  Confederate 
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States  Government  as  never  having  been  approved  by  the  people  of 
Florida. 

The  steamer  Jackson  hove  in  sight  as  I  received  Ihe  intelligence  from 
General  Sherman,  and  thinking  it  might  be  agreeable  to  you  to  receive 
the  information,  I  send  these  few  lines. 

Another  regiment  will  be  sent  to  Jacksonville  tomorrow. 

The  gunboats  have  been  u])  the  St.  John's  a  second  time,  finding  the 
steamer  ISt.  Marifs  and  yacht  America  at  Haw  Greek,  at  the  head  of 
Dunn's  Lake.  They  had  both  been  sunk  by  the  rebels,  but  can  be 
raised  with  ease.  It  seems  the  yacht  was  purchased  to  send  to  Eng- 
land Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell. 

We  have  no  later  news  from  the  Forth  than  what  will  be  given  you 
by  Captain  Woodhull,  who  i)assed  yesterday.  If  what  we  heard  be 
true,  and  believed  at  Jacksonville,  that  Pensacola  has  been  abandoned, 
it  would  indicate  a  combination  of  all  the  rebel  forces  at  some  fitting 
point  at  which  to  make  a  great  and  final  struggle,  staking  the  whole 
issue  on  the  result. 

The  sudden  and  unex])ected  victories  in  the  West  have  produced  this 
marvelous  change  in  tlieir  policj'  and  arrogance.  A  Charleston  paper 
of  the  13th  instant  tries  to  allay  the  extreme  panic  produced  in  that 
city  by  the  evacuation  of  Manassas  in  a  brief  paragraph,  which,  how- 
ever, in  itself  clearly  shows  the  consternation  prevailing  there  in  con- 
sequence of  this  unexpected  intelligence.  I  shall  squeeze  them  soon 
from  Edisto,  my  gunboats  having  already  been  up  to  Legare's  plan- 
tation. 

If  Commodore  McKean  should  be  at  Key  West,  give  my  warmest 
regards  to  him. 

With  great  regards,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  V.  l)u  Pont, 

Mag- Officer. 

Hon.  Wm.  Marvin, 

Judge  U.  S.  District  Court. 


L'i'port  of  Lietitenant  Nicholson,  U.  B.  Navy,  regarding  qeneral  condition 
of  affairs  in  ISt.  Augustine. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  21, 1862. 
SiK:  On  the  18th  instant  I  took  possession  of  all  the  post-ofBce  prop- 
erty ( the  postmaster  having  fled  Avith  the  rebel  troops )  and  removed  it 
to  this  vessel  for  safe  keeping.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I 
received  from  Mr.  Arnou  the  lenses  belonging  to  the  light  at  this  place. 
Upon  cross  questioning  the  above-named  gentleman,  1  discovered  that 
he  had  a  large  number  of  articles  in  his  own  house  belonging  to  the 
(ioveniment.  I  at  once  liad  them  all  delivered  to  me  and  they  are  now 
stored,  some  on  board  of  this  vessel  and  the  others  on  shore.  After 
receiving  all  the  property,  I  allowed  Mr.  Arnou  to  depart,  releasing 
him  from  arrest.  Yesterday  I  took  possession  of  a  boat  which  belongs 
to  the  prize  schooner.  I  have  mounted  an  VIII  inch  gun  upon  the 
ramparts  of  Fort  Marion,  in  a  position  to  command  the  main  road  to 
the  city.  Several  contrabands  have  delivered  themselves  to,  or  been 
arrested  by,  the  guard  at  the  entrance  of  the  city;  they  have  fled  from 
their  masters,  who  are  in  rebellion.  1  have  sent  them  to  the  fort;  no 
application  has  as  yet  been  made  for  them.     Everything  is  quiet  in 
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town,  aTid  no  signs  of  any  disturbance  from  any  quarter;  tbe  people 
api)ear  to  be  attending  to  their  usual  avocations.  I  liave  made  arrange- 
ments for  a  supply  of  fresh  beef  and  vegetables  for  the  troops  on 
shore,  as  well  as  the  ship's  company,  and  at  a  very  reasonable  price — 
beef  10  cents  per  pound  and  vegetables  about  2  cents  per  pound.  The 
pilot,  Lopez,  having  come  on  board  as  soon  as  he  returned  from  fish- 
ing, I  did  not  arrest  him,  as  his  excuse  appeared  to  me  a  valid  one;  he 
reports  to  me  daily  on  board.  As  many  of  the  residents  here  are 
decidedly  Union  in  feeling,  and  also  belong  to  more  Nortliern  States, 
they  are  very  desirous  of  writing  to  and  hearing  from  their  relatives 
and  friends.  Can  not  a  post  office  be  established  here,  as  at  Port 
Eoyal?  I  have  volunteered  to  forward  letters  north,  but  how  can  the 
answers  be  received  without  an  office?  As  our  bills  here  will  amount 
to  a  considerable  sum,  and  our  stock  of  money  is  small,  can  you  not 
order  tbe  transfer  of  $1,000  to  this  vessel  from  your  shii)?  I  would 
prefer  it  to  be  in  Treasury  notes  of  small  denominations,  as  the  circu- 
lation of  these  notes  at  the  South  will  be  an  additional  incentive  to 
loyalty  on  the  part  of  the  holder.  Upon  enquiry  on  shore,  I  found  that 
the  only  blacksmith  of  the  place  was  in  the  rebel  ranks.  So  I  took 
possession  of  his  establishment,  which  I  have  since  learned  belongs  to 
the  United  States,  it  having  been  loaned  to  him;  the  tools  are  his  pri- 
vate property,  but  of  course  are  used  by  our  blacksmiths  for  the  public 
work.  Accompanying  are  lists  of  j»ublic  property  that  is  stored  in 
town,  also  lots,  houses,  etc.,  and  lists  of  property  that  I  have  recovered. 
The  oil  on  tbe  list  (about  GO  gallons)  I  have  taken  on  board  for  our 
own  usQ,  as  we  are  short.  To-day  the  Behndere  arrived,  bringing  two 
companies  of  the  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Kegiment,  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bell  in  command,  as  he  was  the  ranking  officer  on  shore,  and 
brought  no  communications  for  me.  He,  at  my  request,  kindly  con- 
sented to  await  your  arrival  ere  assuming  command.  As  your  marines 
were  on  shore  under  the  command  of  Major  Doughty,  I  did  not  think 
it  right  to  place  tlieni  under  his  command,  and  therefore  made  the 
request  that  things  might  remain  as  they  are  until  I  received  further 
orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
JAeutenant,  Covtmandinf/. 
riag-Ofticer  Saml.  F.  Dit  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandinfj  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 


Letter  from  Flaf/-Oficer  ]>u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to   Commander  Golds- 
Itorouyh,  U.  S.  Navy,  urijing  vigilance  in  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
O.f  St.  John's,  Fla.,  March  21,  18(i2. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  tbe  13th  instant  readied  me  oil'  St.  Augustine. 
I  approve  of  the  disposition  you  liave  made  of  tbe  blockading  ships 
and  steamers,  and  desire  you  to  use  the  utmost  vigilance  to  jtrevent  the 
ingress  or  egiesss  of  any  more  vessels  into  or  out  of  Charleston  Harbor. 

I  have  heard  that  the  Isabel  made  her  escape  from  tliat  port  within  a 
few  days;  if  so,  please  inform  me  of  all  the  circumstances  connected 
therewith,  though  you  have  probably  communicated  the  facts  in  a  dis- 
patch which  has  not  yet  reached  me. 
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I  commend  the  zeal  yoa  have  evinced,  and  trust  that  you  will  be  able 
eflectually  to  close  up  Charleston,  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
rigorously  maintain  the  blockade  there, 
licspectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flacj- Officer. 
Commander  J.  It.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  iS.  Florida,  CoiixU/.  Naval  BlockadiiKj  Forces  off  Charleston. 


O/ifrations  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  21-22,  1862. 

Bcport  of  f  lag-Officer  Bu  Font,  IT,  S.  Navy,  regarding  boat  expedition  from  the  IT.  S.  steamers 

Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  Department  some  casualties  that  have 
occurred  to  officers  and  men  belonging  to  two  of  the  vessels  of  my  fleet, 
casualties  as  painful  as  they  were  unex])ectod,  but  the  loss  of  gallant 
lives  has  expiated  the  error  of  judgment  which  enthusiasti(!  zeal  had 
induced. 

The  Department  was  informed  after  the  capture  of  Fernandina  that 
so  soon  as  I  should  take  possession  of  Jacksonville  and  St.  Augustine 
I  would  give  my  attention  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  50  miles  south  of  the 
latter,  which,  according  to  my  information,  was  resorted  to  for  the  intro- 
duction of  aVms  transshipped  from  English  shi])S  and  steamers  at  the 
British  colony  of  Nassau  into  small  vessels  of  light  draft. 

I  accordingly  ordered  the  Fengiiin,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding 
T.  A.  Budd,  and  the  Henry  Andreir,  Acting  Master  S  W.  Mather,  to 
proceed  to  this  place,  the  latter  to  cross  the  bar,  establish  an  inside 
blockade,  capture  any  rebel  vessels  there,  and  guard  from  incendiarism 
large  quantities  of  live-oak  timber  on  the  Government  lands,  cut  and 
ready  for  shipment,  to  which  the  Dei)artment  had  called  my  attention. 

On  reaching  here  myself  on  the  22d,  I  was  boarded  by  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Penf/uin  and  informed  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd, 
with  Acting  Master  Mather,  had  organized  an  expedition  from  the  two 
vessels  and  had  moved  southward  through  the  inland  jiassage  leading 
into  Mosquito  Lagoon,  passing  [New]  Smyrna,  with  four  or  five  light 
boats,  carrying  in  all  some  43  men. 

Soon  after  this  report,  which  I  heard  with  anxiety,  the  results  were 
developed.  It  appears  that  after  going  some  15  or  18  miles  without 
any  incident,  and  while  on  their  return  and  in  sight  of  the  Henry 
Andreir,  the  order  of  the  line  being  no  longer  observed,  the  two  com- 
manding officers  quite  in  advance,  landed  under  certain  earthworks 
which  had  been  abandoned  or  never  armed,  near  a  dense  grove  of  live 
oak,  with  underbrush.  A  heavy  and  continuous  fire  was  unexpectedly 
opened  upon  them  from  both  these  covers.  Lieutenant  Commanding 
ISudd  and  Acting  Master  Mather,  with  3  of  the  ")  men  composing  the 
boat's  crew,  were  killed:  the  remaining  2  were  wounded  and  made 
prisoners. 

As  the  other  boats  came  up  they  were  also  lired  into  and  suflered 
more  or  less.  The  rear  boat  of  all  had  a  howitzer,  which,  however, 
could  not  be  properly  secure<l  or  worked,  the  boat  not  being  fitted  for 
the  iiurpose,  and  could  therefore  bo  of  little  use.  The  men  had  to  seek 
cover  on   shore,   but  as  soon   as  it  was  dark,   Acting  Master's  Mate 
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Mcintosh  returned  to  tlie  boats,  brought  away  the  body  of  one  of  the 
crew  who  had  been  killed,  all  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  flags,  threw 
the  howitzer  into  the  river,  passed  close  to  the  rebel  i)ickets,  who 
hailed,  but  elicited  no  reply,  and  arrived  safely  on  board  the  Benry 
Andrew. 

On  hearing  of  this  untoward  event,  I  directed  Commander  Eodgers 
to  send  off  the  launch  and  cutters  of  this  ship  to  the  support  of  the 
Andrew.  The  boats  crossed  the  bar  at  midnight  and  the  next  morning 
the  vessel  was  hauled  close  up  to  the  scene  of  the  late  attack,  but  no 
enemy  could  be  discovered. 

The  bodies  of  Lieutenant  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Matlii-i  were 
received  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  commanding  oflicer,  a  Captain 
Bird,  who  had  come  from  a  camp  at  a  distance,  made  some  show  of 
courtesy  by  returning  papers  and  a  watch,  as  if  ashamed  of  this  mode 
of  warfare,  for  these  were  the  very  troops  that,  with  sufficient  force, 
means,  and  material  for  a  respectable  defense,  had  ingloriously  fled 
from  St.  Augustine  on  oui-  approach. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Budd,  tije 
original  of  which  was  found  on  his  person  and  was  one  of  the  papers 
returned  by  the  rebel  oflBcer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather  were  brave 
and  devoted  ofiicers.  The  former  commanded  the  Penguin  in  the  action 
of  the  7th  of  November  and  received  my  commendation,  llie  latter,  in 
the  prime  of  life,  was  a  man  of  uncommon  energy  and  daring,  and  had 
no  superior, probably,  among  the  patriotic  men  who  have  been  appoiuti  d 
in  the  Navy  from  the  mercantile  marine. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Gommanding  Sonfli  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Naiiy,  Washington. 


Instructions  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  commanding  officers  of  the  U    S. 
steamers  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew. 

Flagship  Wauash, 
Off  St.  John's.,  Fla.,  March  U),  1863. 
Sir:   1  send  the  Henry  And reWj.Aating  Master  Mather,  commanding, 
to  report  to  you  for  duty. 

You  will  please,  as  far  as  you  can,  buoy  out  the  channel,  and  make 
reconnoissances  in  boats  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water,  and,  if  satis- 
factory, direct  the  Henry  Andrew  to  cross  the  bar  and  blockade  the 
inlet  [Mosquito]  and  [New]  Smyrna. 

If  the  rebel  steamer  Carolina.,  or  Kate,  has  not  left  the  inlet,  capture 
her  and  all  the  other  vessels  found  there. 

From  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  furnished  Acting  Mas- 
ter Mather  you  will  perceive  that  there  is  said  to  be  a  large  quantity 
of  live  oak  timber,  ready  cut,  inside  of  Mosquito  Inlet.  If  this  be  so  I 
desire  that  the  same  should  be  taken  possession  of  in  the  name  of  the 
Government  and  so  held  until  I  can  send  some  light-draft  vessels  to 
transport  it  to  the  North. 

liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

•      Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd, 

Gommanding  U.  S.  S.  Penguin,  off  Mo.sijuito  Inlet,  Florida. 
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Order  of  Flag-Off.oei  Da  Ponf,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Mather,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew,  to  proceed  to  Mofquito  Inlet  for  cooperation  with  the  TJ.  S.  B. 
Penguin. 

t'LAGSH^p  Wabash, 
Off  St.  John's,  Florida,  March  19,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  iiroeeetl  with  the  Henry  Andretv  uuder  your 
cominaud  off  Mosquito  Inlet  and  report  for  duty  to  Acting  Lieutenant 
(Jonimandiug  Eudd,  of  the  Penguin. 

A.s  far  as  possible  1  desire  that  the  channel  should  be  buoyed  and 
that  reeonnoissances  be  first  made  in  boats,  and,  if  satisfactory,  that  the 
Henry  Andrew  shall  cross  the  bar  and  blockade  the  inlet  and  [New] 
Smyrna  from  a  suitable  position. 

The  latest  information  from  Smyrna  is  that  a  small  fort  of  three  guns 
has  been  abandoned.  Mosquito  Inlet  has  been  much  resorted  to  for  the 
introduction  of  arms  in  small  vessels,  transshipped  from  English  sail- 
ing vessels  and  steamers  at  Nassau.  I  am  told  that  the  Carolina,  or 
Kate,  has  recently  been  there;  whether  she  has  left  you  will,  of  course, 
ascertain,  and,  if  not,  capture  her  and  any  other  vessels  there. 

The  accomi.tanying  letter  contains  information  of  importance  in  ref- 
erence to  large  quantities  of  live  oak,  cut  and  prepared  for  shipment, 
but  abandoned  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  this  rebellion.  You 
will  take  possession  of  the  same  in  the  name  of  the  Government,  and 
I  will  endeavor  to  send  at  an  early  day  a  suffi(!ient  number  of  light-draft 
vos.^els  to  receive  it  and  transpoit  it  to  the  North, 
llespectfully,  etc., 

S.  V.  ]>u  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather. 

V.  S.  S.  Henry  Ajidrcw,  off  St.  John's. 


KepoTt  of  Commander  Bodgers,  TT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  bodies  and  effects  of  the  late  com- 
manding off-cers  0   the  V.  S.  steamers  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew, 
Off  [New]  Smyrna,  March  33,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  fouiid  the  vessel  within  400  yards  of  the  houses. 
Mr.  Barnes  had  sent  on  shore  a  flag  of  truce  and  had  arranged  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  until  sunset,  in  order  to  disinter  and  deliver  the 
bodies  of  Captain  Hudd  and  Cai)tain  Mather.  They  have  just  come  on 
boartl,  and  I  send  them  by  the  fifth  cutter  to  tlie  Wabash. 

The  commanding  officer.  Captain  Bird,  met  the  flag  very  courteously 
and  delivered  the  watch  of  Captain  Budd,his  papers,  and  other  effects. 
He  also  sent  for  a  watch  belonging  to  Captain  Mather.  Mr.  Wright, 
who  went  with  the  flag,  thinks  that  tljere  arc  two  infantry  companies 
here  who  formed  the  attacking  force. 

Besides  the  two  captains,  2  men  were  killed  outright,  2  mortally 
wounded,  and  one  slightly  wounded  in  the  gig.  The  negro  pilot  was 
shot  through  the  foot.  We  can  see  two  of  the  boats,  or  could  when  the 
tide  was  lower.  Mr.  Barnes  says  that  they  are  broken  [soj  as  to  be 
useless. 

The  other  two  boats  can  not  be  seen.  The  earthwork  is  within  700 
yards  of  us;  it  seems  unfinished.  Between  us  and  it  is  a  shoal  which 
we  may,  perha])S,  cross  at  high  tide  after  sounding  it  out.  The  pilot 
doubts  if  there  is  room  enougli  lor  us  to  swing. 
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Mr.  Wriglit  saw  two  captains  of  infantry  and  one  cavalry  oflEicer,  from 
wLicli  lie  infers  tbattliere  were  at  least  tliree  companies. 

I  hesitate  under  your  instructions  as  to  remaining  here  another  day 
to  look  for  the  gun.  It  may  possibly  have  been  taken  away,  and  there 
might  be  some  little  difficulty  in  finding  it,  if  it  has  been  left. 

Should  yon  wish  to  recall  our  boats,  will  you  hoist  the  cornet  at  the 
fore  and  flie  a  gun.  I  can  take  no  hostile  step  until  sunset,  under  Mr. 
Barnes'  agreement. 

I  remain,  very  faithfully  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  P.  EODGEKS. 

Flag  Officer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloohading  Squadron. 

Mr.  Barnes'  arrangements  seem  to  have  been  admirable. 


List  of  casualties. 


Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 
Sir:  The  following  casualties  occurred  in  the  attack  upon  the  boat 
expedition  under  Acting  Lieutenant  Bndd  : 


Vessel. 


Ac-ting  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Budd  . . . 
.James  Marlow,  ordinary  seaman. 
Walter  Burcli,  ordinary  seaman  . 
John  Dennis,  master's  mate 


William  Twaitey,  ordinary  seaman  . 


Penguin . 

do-.. 

do... 

do... 


.do. 


Aeting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  commanding Henry  An- 

I      drew. 

Lewis  Deloris,  ordinary  seaman do  . . . 

John  Bates, seaman , do  . .. 

Samuel  Arnold, seaman do  ... 

William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman do  . . . 

A.  W.  Kelsey,  acting  a.ssistant  paymaster do  . . . 

I 

Walter  Bradley,  acting  third  as.sistant  engineer 1 do  . . . 

Thomas  Welch,  ordinary  seaman , do  . . . 

Henry  C.Rich, ordinary  seaman ' do  ... 

James  T.  Allen,  ordinary  seaman ' do  . . . 


Casualty. 


Killed. 
Do. 
Do. 
Wounded     in 

shoulder. 
Wounded     in 

hand. 
KiUcd. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Wounded      in 

hand. 
Wounded      in 

forehead. 
Wounded  and  ■ 
a  prisoner. 
Do. 
Wounded      in 
thigh. 


I  herewith  enclose  Dr.  Clymer's  report  of  the  wounds  received  by 
Lieutenant  Budd  and  Acting  Master  Mather. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  BJoclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Penguin. 

March  21,  1803.— At  5  p.  m.  the  captain,  Acting  IMaster  Wright,  and 
Master's  Mate  Dennis  left  on  an  expedition  up  the  inlet  with  21  men  in 
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the  first  cutter  and  wlialeboat.  At  7  ]>.  m.  Master's  Mate  Dennis  came 
alongside  with  a  verbal  order  from  Captain  Budd  for  a  rifled  howitzer 
and  appurtenances  and  thirty  rounds  of  ammunition,  all  of  which  were 
delivered. 

March  32.— At- 5:03  p.m.  U.S.  frigate  Wabash  arrived.  At  0:05 
Henry  Amlreiv  signaled,  we  repeating  to  the  Wabash.  At  8:30  p.  m. 
boat  from  the  Hagship  came  alongside.  At  8:45  same  boat  left  for  the 
Andrew.  At  9:15  i-eturned,  having  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Andrew, 
bringing  intelligence  that  our  captain  had  been  shot  by  the  rebels,  also 
some  of  the  crew,  aud  needed  medical  assistance.  Assistant  Surgeon 
Higgiubotham,  with  Acting  Master  Blatchford  and  8  men,  repaired 
immediately  on  board.  At  11  p.  m.  four  boats  from  the  flagship  came 
alongside. 


Beport  of  Lientenant  Williamson,  V.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  correspondence  regarding 
the  retam  of  killed  and  prisoners. 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  29,  1862. 
Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  communications  marked  A,  B,  0,  D,  all 
bearing  upon  the  same  subject.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  instructions 
in  my  communication,  I  directed  Acting  Master  Commanding  Harris  to 
send  a  flag  of  truce,  which  he  did  on  the  i!6th  instant.  Acting  Master 
W.  G.  Wright,  who  went  with  the  flag  of  truce,  informed  me  that  he 
saw  a  diflereut  body  of  men  from  those  who  were  at  New  Smyrna  when 
the  first  flag  of  truce  went  there.  You  will  perceive  by  the  postscript 
of  Captain  Bird's  reply  that  they  have  three  prisoners  instead  of  two. 
John  Bates  (seaman)  and  William  Brown  (ordinary  seaman)  were  the 
men  whose  bodies  were  disinterred,  therefore  the  other  prisoner  must 
be  Samuel  Arnold  (seaman)  of  the  Henry  Andrew.  Captain  Bird  stated 
that  the  prisoners  were  not  so  badly  wounded  as  at  first  supposed  and 
that  he  thought  they  would  all  recover. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  Harris  desired  that  I  would  say  to  you 
that  a  ]-i-pounder  rifle  howitzer  would  be  very  useful  to  him  in  case  of 
attack,  to  be  used  on  the  afterpart  of  his  vessel.  He  also  wished  me  to 
say  that  his  vessel  is  not  coppered  and  the  pilot  informs  him  the  worms 
are  very  destructive  in  those  waters. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  C.  Williamson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
FlagOfflcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  tiouth  Atlantic.  Blockading  Squadron. 

FEucloMure  A.] 

tr.  S.  S.  Penguin, 

March  24,  1862. 
SiK:  Please  send  by  the  boat  all  the  information  you  have  to  com- 
municate to  the  flag  ofticer  relative  to  your  observations;  also  send  the 
arms  belonging  to  the  W^abash  as  per  letter  sent. 

The  flag-officer  wishes  to  recover  the  two  prisoners,  and  if  any 
opportunity  oflers  you  can  say  that  the  flag-officer  pledges  himself 
that  two  prisoners  will  be  set  at  liberty  in  exchange  for  them. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Williamson, 

Lientenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Master  Commanding  Thomas  A.  ilAEBis. 
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[Knclosure  B.J 

U.  S.  S.  Hbney  Anpkew, 

Mosqmlo  Inlet,  March  26,  18(12. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  request,  if  deemed  compatible  with  your  sense  of  duty, 
permission  to  disiuter  aud  transfer  to  this  vessel  the  bodies  of  the  two 
men  buried  at  New  Smyrna  on  March  23. 

I  am  also  empowered  to  say  that  should  the  two  prisoners  who  fell 
into  your  hands  on  the  22d  be  returned  by  this  conveyance,  Flag-Officer 
S.  F.  Du  Pont,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  jdedges  himself 
that  two  prisoners  will  be  released  in  exchange  for  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Harkis, 
Commanding  H.  Andrew, 
Captain  Bird, 

Vommandimj  Confederate  Forces,  near  Weic  Smyrna,  Fla, 

[Enclosure  C] 

(J AMP  Near  [NewJ  Smyrna,  Fla.,  Jfarc/t  ^6",  i(96'5. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  this  date.  Your  iirst  request  has  been  already'  complied  with. 
In  reply  to  your  second,  1  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  prisoners  which  fell 
into  my  hands  on  the  evening  of  the  lii'd  have  been  removed  to  the 
interior  iind  placed  in  the  general  ho.spital,  and  in  consequence  refer 
you  to  Brisadier-deneral  Trapier,  commanding  forces  East  aud  Mi  die 
Florida,  at  his  quarters,  Baldwin,  Fla. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  Bird, 
Commanding  Pout. 
T.  A.  Harris, 

Commanding  V.  8.  S.  IT.  Andrew. 

r.  S. — You  seem  to  labor  under  a.  mistake  as  to  the  number  of  pris- 
oners; there  were  3  instead  of  2. 

1).  B.  B. 

[P^iiclosllre  D.] 

r.  S.  S.  Hknrv  Andrem', 
MoiKjuito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  27,  1802. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  copy  of  my  communication  of  2(5th 
instant  to  Captain  Bird,  coinmanding  Confederate  forces,  and  his  reply 
this  moment  received. 

Upon  sending  in,  i)ermission  was  granted  to  disinter  the  bodies  of  the 
two  men  and  transfer  them  to  this  vessel,  and  the  commanding  officer, 
being  some  IS  miles  distant,  will  return  rei)ly  with  regard  to  prisoners 
this  day  at  12  o'clock  m. 
I  have  disposed  of  the  remains  of  the  men  as  ordered. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Harris, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  Renry  Andrew. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  William.^on, 

L'.  8.  8.  Penguin,  off  3Iosqiiito  Inlet,  Florida. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Silworth,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  forces  of  the  Department  of  East  and 

Middle  Florida. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Fo«ces, 
Dei'artment  East  and  Middle  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  April  4,  1862. 
Major:  I  have  to  report  a  most  successful  skirmish,  which  took 
l)lace  at  [Xew]  Smyrna  on  [the]  23d  ultimo,  Captaiu  D.  B.  Bird,  Third 
Regiment,  Florida  Volunteers,  O.  8.  [Army],  commauding  post,  the 
skirmishers  conimandetl  by  Captain  Strain,  Third  Kegiment,  and  Lieu- 
tent  Chambers,  of  Captain  Owens'  independent  troo[)  of  cavalry. 

The  enemy  lauded,  or  attempted  to  laud,  from  gunboats  Penguin  and 
Henry  Andreic  in  launches,  when  our  men  tired  into  them.  The  enemy 
retreated  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and  abandoned  their  launches, 
tive  in  number. 

Captain  Bird  reports  7  killed,  3  prisoners,  and  about  30  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  were  Captain  Mather,  of  the  Henry  Andrew,  and 
Lieutenant  Budd,  of  the  Penguin.  A  runaway  negro  also  was  cap- 
tured, who  had  piloted  the  enemy  into  the  inlet  to  [New]  Smyrna,  and 
who  was  to  be  hanged. 

This  skirmish  J  regard  as  quite  a  success;  not  a  man  on  our  side 
killed  or  wounded. 

[New]  Smyrna  is  the  i)lace  where  arms,  etc.,  for  [the]  Confederate 
States  have  been  landed,  and  the  enemy  were  seeking  tocapture  them. 
The  enemy  are  preparing  to  advance  from  Jacksonville  to  Baldwin  to 
cut  them  off  there. 

1  have  th^  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  S.  Dilworth, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
Major  T.  A.  Washington, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Focotaligo,  ;S'.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  8.  Jsfavy,  to  Acting  Master  Harris,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  March  23,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry 
Andrew  in  place  of  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  supposed  to  have 
been  either  killed  or  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels  in  their  attack  upon 
tlie  boats  on  yesterday. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Master  T.  A.  Harris, 

U.  S.  S.  Penguin,  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  .J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Williamson, 

U.  >y.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pengtiin. 

« 
Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  23,  18(12. 
Sir:  You  are  hereny  ordered  to  take  command  of  tlie  II.  S.  S.  Pen- 
gain,  now  lying  oft'  Mosijuito  inlet,  Acting  Lieutenaut  T.  A.  Budd,  her 
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late  commander,  having,  it  is  supposed,  been  either  killed  or  taken 

prisoner  by  the  rebels  in  an  attack  yesterday  upon  a  boat  expedition 

under  his  charge.  , 

Respectfully,  etc.,  ^     ^ 

^  S.  r.  DxjPont, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  James  G.  Williamson, 

On  Board  the  U.  S.  IS.  Wabash. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,   U.   *'.  Navy,  transmitting  correspondence 
regarding  affairs  in  Savannah  River  and  vicinity. 

TT,  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Fort  Royal,  March  23,  1862. 
Sir  :  T^i%  Alabama  has  just  arrived  from  Baltimore.    I  hasten  her  on 
to  you,  only  waiting  for  your  mail,  which  came  in  at  the  same  time  in 
!motjl)6T*  Rj'ftR.Tiiftr 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  General  Sherman,  also  one  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Collins,  and  another  from  the  senior  lieutenant  of  this 
ship,  who  is  in  Wright's  Kiver  with  the  launches  at  tlie  urgent  request 
of  General  Viele.  Jn  my  reply  to  General  Sherman  I  have  regretted 
that  there  are  no  other  vessels  at  my  disposal  tit  to  be  sent  to  Wright's 
River. 

'The  Fcmnee  is  here  for  supplies.     The  Augusta  and  Keystone  State 
are  ready  to  sail  for  Charleston. 
Thei^  is  no  coal  for  the  Navy  at  Port  Royal. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lauuner, 

Captain. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Dir  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

The  Faumee  will  sail  for  Pernandina  to-iuoirow. 

[Kiiclosurcs.] 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps,  March  23,  1862. 
Captain:  I  have  just  arrived  from  the  south  and  have  learned  the 
reported  condition  of  things  in  the  Savannah  Eiver.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  gunboats  >  ou  have  there  at  present,  but  I  would  respectfully 
and  earnestly  suggest  that  any  light-draft  gunboats  or  armed  tugs 
which  can  get  through  the  creek  which  you  may  have  on  hiind  be  sent 
there  at  once.  It  is  all-important  that  General  Viele's  rear  be  guarded 
by  gunboats,  as  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  the  attack  expected  by 
General  Viele  be  made  in  the  Savannah  River,  it  will  be  accompanied 
with  a  serious  one  by  the  way  of  New  River.  I  am  anxious  that  the 
enemy  be  not  allowed  to  make  an  attack  in  that  direction,  and  it  can 
only  be  prevented  by  gunboats.  An  attack  on  Savannah  River  can 
hardly  be  prevented  if  the  enemy  chooses  to  make  it,  and  we  will  meet 
it  with  all  the  means  in  our  possession;  but  this  in  the  rear  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  prevent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Command iug  ]-li-p';ditionary  Corps. 

Captain  Laudner, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Port  Royal, 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        653 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wriolifs  River,  South  Carolina,  March  19,  i8H2 — 8  p.  m. 
Sir  :  By  two  deserters  just  reached  here,  we  learn  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  rebels  at  Savannah  to  come  down  this  night  or  to  morrow 
to  attack  the  batteries  and  forces  with  the  gunboats  and  one  ironclad 
gunboat  and  barges. 

The  guuboats  JJalr  and   Wentcrn  World  are  aground  excepting  at 
high  tide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Captain  J.  L.  Laudnek, 

U.  S.  S.  Suaquehanna,  Port  Boyal,  S.  G. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrighfn  Eirer,  near  WaWs  Cut,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  yesterday  in  the  steamer  Fettit,  with  the  two 
launches,  and  reported  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins,  who  thinks 
that  1  had  better  remain  for  several  days,  aa  the  rebels  will  no  doubt 
make  an  attack  upou  the  batteries  on  Jones  Island  and  the  gunboats. 

This  morning  1  had  a  conversation  with  the  two  deserters  from 
Pulaski,  and  they  say  that  an  ironclad  boat  was  being  built  at  Savan 
nah  for  the  purpose  of  running  by  the  batteries  and  then  engage  jur 
^•essels.  Some  eight  tlatbottom  scows,  capable  of  containing  400  men 
each,  are  to  be  towed  down  by  the  rebel  steamers,  to  be  landed  where 
our  troops  are,  in  case  the  ironclad  boat  should  be  successful.  This  I 
have  from  General  Yiele.  He  is  of  opinion,  and  Captain  Collins  also, 
that  we  have  not  a  suflicient  naval  force  to  cope  with  an  ironclad  boat, 
and  from  what  1  learn  1  would  recommend  your  sending  here  an  addi- 
tional force.  The  Isaac  Smith,  at  Tybee,  would  be  a  serviceable  vessel. 
Tiie  force  at  the  latter  place  should  be  informed  of  this  ironclad  boat, 
if  only  to  put  them  on  their  guard. 

General  Viele  considers  my  presence  here  with  the  two  launches  as 
necessary  under  the  circumstaiuies.  I  believe  he  has  written  to  you 
upon  the  subject.  Captain  Collins  also  wishes  me  to  remain,  at  least 
for  several  days,  as  I  have  already  stated. 

Lieutenant  Russell,  aid  to  General  Viele,  tells  me  that  this  morning 
early  he  saw  from  the  top  of  a  house  on  Uaufuskie  Island  an  ironclad 
boat  of  the  rebels  near  Fort  Jackson.  She  was  pointed  at  both  ends, 
shaped  like  a  house  on  top,  with  a  turret  at  each  end,  besides  three 
other  small  gunboats. 

Lieutenant  Gillis  was  put  in  command  of  the  ffale  temporarily,  her 
captain  being  sick.  Mr.  Gillis  has  one  of  the  launches  with  him.  The 
Half  aud  Westerfi  World  are  auchorcA  in  Mud  Kiver,  near  Jones  Island 
battery,  and  are  only  two  hours  afloat  out  of  the  twenty-four.  This 
morning  our  first  lauucli,  in  tow  of  the  Fettit,  with  Lieutenant  Greene, 
went  up  New  River  about  3  miles  and  was  fired  upon  by  a  party  of 
rebel  cavalry,  dismounted  (pickets),  without  doing  any  harm.  The  fire 
was  promptly  returned  by  our  men,  when  the  enemy  cleared  out. 

To-morrow  I  am  to  go  up  May  River  to  see  what  is  going  on  in  that 
direction. 

Captain  Collins  tendered  me  the  command  of  the  Hale,  which  I 
declined. 
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The  smoke  of  the  steamers  (rebel)  can  be  distinctly  seen  near  Port 
Jackson.  They  evidently  [intend]  making  the  atteDii)t  very  soon.  The 
capture  of  one  of  our  vessels,  however  sTnall,  would  be  magnified 
into  a  great  naval  victory  by  the  rebels.  J  therefore  think  that  our 
naval  force  should  be  so  strong  as  to  i)revent  tliis.  General  Stevens, 
with  General  Viele,  was  on  board  yesterday  afternoon.  I  shall  keep 
you  informed  of  all  tliat  is  going  on. 
Sincerely,  yours, 

C.  e.  Wells, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Captain  Lardner, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 

I  arrived  here  about  noon  yesterday  and  had  to  coal  the  Pettit 
through  the  General  McGlellan,  winch  was  lying  at  the  end  of  Sea- 
brook's  Wharf.  Captain  Gray,  of  that  vessel,  kindly  allowed  me  to  do 
this,  which  greatly  facilitated  the  work.  Tlie  additional  force,  if  you 
have  any,  should  be  sent  up  at  once.  General  Viele  deems  it  an  urgent 
case. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gollins,  U.  S.  Navy,  referring  to  reconnaissances  in 
New  and  Wrights  rivers. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrighfs  River,  South  Garolina,  March  23,  1862—5  a.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  enclosed  requisitions  from  Acting 
Master  Gregory,  commanding  tlie  steamer  Western  World. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  indication  of  an  attack  since  my  last 
letter. 

The  0.  M.  Pettit,  with  one  of  the  launches  of  the  Susquehanna,  made 
a  reconnoissance  up  New  Eiver  day  before  yesterday,  and  with  both 
launches  up  Wright's  Kiver  yesterday,  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Wells. 

On  the  21st  the  launch  was  fired  into  by  mounted  rebel  pi(;kets,  who 
were  driven  oft'  by  a  single  discharge  from  the  howitzer.  No  one  on 
our  side  was  hurt.    Yesterday  none  of  the  enemy  was  discovered. 

If  General  Viele's  information  in  regard  to  the  preparations  of  the 
rebels  is  correct,  I  would  think  an  additional  naval  force  necessary  for 
the  security  of  Daufuskie  Island. 

The  Pettit  has  the  only  pilot  foi'  the  waters  in  this  vicinity. 

1  regret  to  inform  you  that  George  W.  Collins  (ordinary  seaman),  of 
the  Susquehanna,  was  killed  last  night  at  the  junction  of  PuU-and-be- 
damned  Creek  and  Cooper  River  by  our  own  picket. 

The  culpable  carelessness  of  the  act  will  be  explained  to  you  by 
Lieutenant  Fendall  and  by  Mr.  Miller,  who  were  in  the  launch. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Oswald  Warner,  I  send  to  Port  lioyal  for  medical  survey  Acting  Mas- 
ter W.  J.  Foster,  of  the  E.  B.  Hale,  also  Henry  Collins,  of  the  M'^estern 
World,  who  was  wounded  on  the  14th  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N,  Collins, 

_     ^  .      ^    ^     ,  Lieutenant,  Gommandinq. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Snsijvchavna,  J'ort  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Order  of  Flajj-Offwtr  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  iVavi/,  to  Lieutenant  Williamson, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  charge  of  the  blockade  of  Mosquito 
Inlet. 

Flagship  Wai3Ash, 
0_f  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  24,  1862. 
Sir:  As  I  am  about  to  leave  for  other  .stations  on  the  const,  you  are 
lioicby  directed  to  taice  charge  of  the  blockade  of  Mosquito  Inlet,  out- 
side and  inside  the  bar. 

*  *  if  #  *  *  * 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  0.  Williamson, 

U.  S.  IS.  I'enguin,  off  Mosquito  Inlet. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Dit  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Harris, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  mnintenance  of  the  inside  blochade  of  Mos- 
quito Inlet,  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  March  21,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  consider  yourself  as  under  the  general  directions  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson,  of  the  Penguin,  whenever  it 
be  necessary. to  refer  to  him,  and  the  weather  and  other  circumstances 
permit  your  doing  so. 

Your  special  duty  is  to  maintain  an  inside  blockade  of  the  inlet,  to 
pi  event  introduction  of  arms  and  intercourse  with  the  rebels. 

The  large  and  valuable  quantity  of  live  oak,  cut  aud  piled  in  certain 
localities,  indicated  in  a  ))aper  which  had  been  furnished  to  the  late 
Acting  Master  Mather,  you  will  also  protect  from  injury  as  far  as  in 
your  power. 

You  are  aware  that  three  boats,  not  including  the  gig,  were  aban- 
doned by  the  late  expedition,  with  the  rifled  howitzer  belonging  to  the 
Penguin.  If  these  can  be  recovered,  or  any  portion  of  them,  without 
incommensurate  risk,  it  should  be  done,  but  any  boats  sent  for  this 
purpose  must  have  the  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  Andrew. 

You  will  also,  if  ijossible,  recover  the  bodies  of  the  two  men  who  were 
buried  at  [NewJ  Smyrna,  and  inter  them  by  the  side  of  those  who  were 
buried  from  your  ship. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  T.  A.  Harris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew,  Mosqidto  Inlet,  Florida. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  IS.  Navy,  regarding  measures  for  the 
preservation  of  valuable  timber  in  Mosquito  Inlet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Mosqnito  Tnlet,  Florida,  March  24,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Henry  Andrea-,  now   under  command   of  Acting  Master 
T.  A.  Harris,  has  just  leturned  from  a  reconnoissance  some  4  miles  up 
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Halifax  River,  tbe  inland  passage  uortbward  from  Mosquito  Inlet,  and 
found  about  40,000  feet  of  live  oak  and  2,000  feet  of  red  cedar.  The 
timber  was  on  the  bank  of  the  stream  ready  fipr  shipment,  and  had  been 
apparently  well  cared  for,  being  covered  with  palmetto  leaves  and  mud 
to  protect  it  from  the  sun. 

It  is  in  all  probability  the  timber  referred  to  by  Mr.  Elijah  Swift  in 
his  communication  to  the  Department  of  September  5,  and  forwarded 
to  me  in  the  dispatch  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  5th 
of  October  last. 

I  have  given  directions  that  a  strict  guard  be  kept  to  prevent  its 
destruction  by  incendiarism  awaiting  the  orders  of  the  Department  as 
to  the  proper  disposition  of  it. 

I  should  be  glad  if  Mr.  Swift  could  be  informed  of  the  safety  of  his 
property. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Captain  Lardner,  V.  8.  Xavy,  to  Commander  Farrott,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  of 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Port  Royal,  March  24,  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  t\\&  Augusta,  under  your  command,  is  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  please  proceed  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  report  to  the  senior 
officer  of  the  blockading  squadron  off  that  place. 

The  flagofBcer  considers  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
blockade  embracing  Stono,  Bull's  Bay,  and  Georgetown,  should  be 
rigorously  maintained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardnee, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

V.  S.  8.  Augusta. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Bu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Gillli,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Seminole,  to  report  for  duty  at  MumDfon 
Roads. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Flo.,  March  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  order  please  prepare  with  all  possible  dispatch 
for  sea  and  proceed  to  Hampton  Koads  and  report  to  Flag-OlEcer  L.  M 
Goldsborough  for  duty. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander  J.  P.  GiLLis, 

U.  S.  8.  Seminole,  Commanding  Blockading  Force,  Wassaw. 
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Or(hr  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Steedman,  U.  8. 
Nam/,  commandinfi  U.  8.  8.  Bienville,  to  proceed  to  Washington,  I).  C, 
for  the  transportation  of  marine  battalion. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  8t.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  18(t~'. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  under  your  com- 
mand, to  the  navy  yard,  Washington,  and  report  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  commandant  of  the  yard. 

You  will  transport  to  the  above  mentioned  destination  the  marine 
battalion  under  Major  Reynolds,  who  has  his  orders  to  report 
accordingly. 

You  will  please  receive  from  this  ship  the  remains  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  T.  A.  Budd,  and  Acting  Master  S.  W.  Mather,  recently 
killed  by  guerrillas  within  the  Mos(iuit()  Inlet. 

I  desire,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  tiie  immediate 
return  oi  the  Bienville  to  this  station,  and  bringing  all  the  coal  you  can 
possibly  stow  away. 

Wishing  you  a  ([uick  passage  and  speedy  return, 
1  am,  sii-,  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  ])u  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
(Jominander  O.  Steedman, 

U.  8.  8.  Bienville,  off  8t.  Augustine,  Fla. 


Rei)ort  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pout,  IT.  8.  Navy.^  regarding  orders  issued,  for 
the  return  to  Washington,  J).  C,  of  the  marine  battalion  under  Major 
Reynolds,  U.  8.  Marine  Corps. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  A  ugustine,  Fla.,  March  25, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  for  some  time  had  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  keeping 
any  longer  attached  to  my  command  the  marine  battalion  under  Major 
JCeynolds,  as  my  operations  with  the  squadron  are  of  such  a  character 
as  not  to  render  available  this  line  body  of  oflicers  and  men. 

On  the  expedition  to  Fernandina  I  took  the  battalion  with  me,  but 
their  services  were  not  required.  After  my  capture  of  St.  Augustine, 
having  landed  a  company  of  the  Seventh  "New  Hampshire  Regiment 
in  charge  of  Fort  Marion,  it  occurred  to  me  the  battalion  could  be  fitly 
and  advantageously  placed  in  the  barracks  of  that  city  for  its  protec- 
tion and  for  the  moral  eii'ect  its  fine  discipline  and  bearing  would  pro- 
duce on  the  people  of  this  region  of  Florida. 

1  accordingly  gav.e  orders  to  Major  Reynolds  to  that  effect,  but  on 
informing  Brigadier-General  Sherman  of  what  I  had  done,  he  deemed 
it  ])roper  to  order  two  additional  companies  of  the  Seventh  New  Hamp- 
shire Regiment  under  Lieuteiiaiit-Ooh)nel  Bell  to  hold  St.  Augustine, 
which,  with  the  marines,  would  render  the  force  more  than  necessary. 

Under  these  circumstances  1  have  determined  to  order  Major  Rey- 
nolds to  report  -to  you  at  Washington,  ready  in  all  respects  for  more 
important  service  than  can  be  offered  at  this  moment  on  this  coast. 

1  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  earnest  zeal 
which  has  ever  actuated  Major  Reynolds  in  all  the  duties  pertainiug  to 
his  command,  resulting  in  its  fine  discipline  and  in  an  eager  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  every  officer  and  man  for  more  active  service  in  the  field. 
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The  battalion  goes  north  iu  the  Bienville,  which  vessel  I  should  be, 
at  all  events,  compelled  to  send  north  for  coal,  as  I  have  not  a  ton  to 
give  her.  •« 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offiver  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Colonel  Commandant 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  regarding  the  return  to  headquarters  of  the  marine 
battalion. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 
Colonel:  As  the  most  expeditious  and  satisfactory  manner  of 
explaining  the  return  of  the  marine  battalion,  under  Major  Eeynolds, 
I  enclose  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject. 

I  believe  but  few  officers  would  divest  themselves  of  such  a  body  of 
men  as  I  am  now  doing,  but  after  trying  in  vain  to  find  them  a  sphere 
worthy  of  their  efficiency,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  the  public  service  and 
to  the  battalion  to  adopt  the  course  I  have. 

I  received  only  a  few  days  since,  while  down  on  the  coast,  your  let- 
ter enclosing  Major  lieynolds'  report  to  you. 

Colonel,  from  the  time  of  the  unfortunate  accident  of  the  Governor 
up  to  the  present  hour,  the  battalion  has  been  called  upon  to  endure 
many  privations,  and,  without  troubling  you  with  any  details,  they 
seemed  to  be  such  as  were  beyo-nd  my  control  for  the  moment.  The 
principal  error  was  coming  out  without  accounts  and  without  a  special 
paymaster;  from  this  resulted  all  the  difficulties. 

But  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  a  body  of  men  more  subordinate, 
devoted,  loyal,  and  accommodating  to  circumstances,  however  trying, 
could  not  be  found  in  any  service. 

Major  Reynolds  has  maintained  throughout  his  reputation  as  a  sol- 
dier and  an  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Colonel  John  Haekis, 

Commandant,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Headquarters, 

Washington,  J).  C. 

Commendatory  letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Nary,  to  Major 
h'eynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  tninsmitting  orders  for  his  return  to 
Washington,  I).  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  2'),  1SH2. 
Major:  I  enclose  an  order  for  yon  to  return  to  Washington  with  the 
battalion. 

No  one  is  aware  better  than  myself  that  the  battalion  has  had,  from 
circumstances  beyond  your  control  and  mine,  many  prii^ations  to 
endure,  commencing  with  the  loss  of  the  transport  Governor  and  cou- 
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tiriued  in  various  ways  siuce,  but  these  have  all  been  borne  in  the  best 
possible  spirit,  which  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  me. 

1  part  with  the  battalion  with  regret,  mingled  with  the  satisfaction 
that  more  important  service  awaits  it  than  could  be,  from  the  nature 
of  things,  offered  on  this  coast. 

Major,  you  carry  with  you  my  great  regard  and  high  admiration  for 
you  as  a  soldier  and  an  officer,  and  .1  tiust  your  long  and  faithful  serv- 
ices are  soon  to  be  rewarded  by  i)romotion. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  ]>u  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Major  J.  G.  Keynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion. 

[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 
Ma.jou  :  You  will,  with  the  battalion  of  marines  under  your  com- 
mand, take  passage  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  Commander  8teedman, 
who  is  ordered  to  transport  you  to  Washington.     On  your  arrival  you 
will  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  to  the  Colonel 
Commandant  of  the  Corps. 
Resi)ectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Major  J.  li.  Eeynolds,  U.  S.  Marine  Cor[)s, 

Commanding  Marine  Battalion. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  7)m  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Doughty,  IT.  S. 
Marine  Corps,  transmitting  commendatory  letter  signed  by  the  mayor  et 
al.  of  St.  Augustine. 

Plagship  Wabash, 

At  Sea,  March  26,  1862. 
Majoe:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication 
froui  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  St.  Augustine,  received  by 
me  yesterday,  which  has  been  as  gratifying  to  me  as  it  will  doubtless 
be  to  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  J)u  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Major  Isaac  T.  Doughty, 

U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Flagship  Wabash. 

[Enclosure] 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 

SiE:  The  undersigned,  the  mayor  and  city  council  and  citizens  of 
St.  Augustine,  beg  leave  to  express  their  heartfelt  gratification  and 
satisfaction  of  the  polite  and  urbane  course  of  Major  Isaac  T.  Doughty 
and  officers  of  the  United  States  marines  since  their  arrival  in  and  occu- 
pancy of  this  city,  and  of  the  good  conduct  and  discipline  of  the  troops 
under  their  command,  and  also  their  unfeigned  regret  at  their  depar- 
ture; and  respectfully  ask  tliat  our  high  appreciation  of  their  gentle- 
manly demeanor  be  conveyed  to  Major  Dougiity  and  his  command. 
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They  would  also  express  their  desiie,  and  that  of  the  citizens  in 
geuenwl,  that  the  battalion  of  maiines  under  Major  Eeynolds,  which 
they  understand  is  now  off  our  harbor  (if  the  same  be  compatible  with 
the  plans  of  the  U.  S.  Government),  be  stationed  within  our  city. 
We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

G.  A.  Pacetti, 

Mayor. 

Cristobal  Bkavo, 
Matuias  Leonaeui, 
John  S.  Masters, 
Emanuel  J.  De  Mediois, 

Aldermen. 
Matthew  Solano. 
B.  E.  Cake. 
Geo.  Burt. 
David  E.  Dunham. 
0.  M.  Bravo. 
Nicholas  Eo(riRo. 
Elag-Oflicer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  kS.  Naval  Forces. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  l)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  mayor  et  at.  of  St. 
Augustine,  acknowledging  commendatory  letter  regarding  the  conduct 
of  Mqjor  Doughty,  U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  and  his  command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  &t.  Augustine,  Fla.,  March  25,  1862. 

Gentlemen:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receii)t  of 
your  courteous  and  agreeable  noteof  today  in  which  you  speak  in  most 
kindly  and  complimentary  terms  of  Major  Isaac  T.  Doughty,  the  com- 
mander of  the  marines  on  shore. 

1  will  transmit  to  him  the  expressions  of  your  regard  and  apprecia- 
tion. 

In  reference  to  your  ap])lication  that  the  marine  guard  under  Major 
Reynolds  should  be  stationed  within  your  city,  equally  comi)limentary, 
I  have  to  say  that  the  disposition  of  forces  on  laud  belongs  to  the  mili- 
tary commander  of  this  department,  Brigadier-General  Sherman. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith,  will 
represent  my  authority  in  the  waters  in  and  around  St.  Augustine,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  witbin  his  province  he  will  aid  in  every  way  in 
his  power  not  only  to  promote  the  security  of  the  city,  but  to  contrib- 
ute, in  conjunction  with  you,  gentlemen,  to  its  welfare  in  every  manner. 

I  beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  regard  and 
sympathy,  and  to  acceptthis  acknowledgment  and  appreciation  of  the 
position  which  you  have  assumed  in  the  embarrassing  circumstances 
surrounding  you,  and  I  remain,  with  great  respect  and  consideratiou. 
Your  }uost  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

To  G.  A.  Pacetti,  mayor;  Cristobal  Bravo,  Mathias  Leonardi,  John 
S.  Masters,  Emanuel  J.  De  Medicis,  aldermen;  Matthew  Solano,  B.  E. 
Carr,  George  Burt,  David  E.  Dunham,  C.  M.  Bravo,  Nicholas  Kogiro, 
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Abstract  of  reconnaissance   in   vicinity  of    Wilmington   Narrows    and 
Turner^s  Creek,  by  Commander  Oillis,  IT.  S.  Navy,  Ma.rcU  26, 1862. 

No  obstruction  in  Wilmiiigton  Narrows  above  the  x)iles  and  barrier 
at  its  junction  with  Turner's  Oreet. 

At  three-fourths  of  a  mile  below  St.  Augustine  Creek,  on  starboard 
hand  going  up  Wilmington  Narrows,  found  a  lofty  palmetto  which  had 
evidently  been  used  for  a  lookout  tree  by  the  rebels,  as  ropes  were 
attached  to  it  in  order  to  facilitate  ascending,  distant  from  the  Bird 
Island  battery  about  a  mile. 

Turners  Creek  blockaded  completely  on  the  left  branch,  the  right 
branch  as  yet  unobstructed. 

The  steamer  Leesburgh  is  used  for  purpose  of  removing  household 
goods  from  Wilmington  and  Wither's  islands  to  Savannah,  also  for 
l)urpose  of  ccmveying  rebel  scouting  ])arties  to  Wilmington  Island. 
These  parties  have  compelled  all  the  resideuts  to  leave  the  island,  and 
in  many  cases  have  resorted  to  force  in  removing  them,  and  after- 
wards wantonly  destroying  property  to  a  great  amount  and  carrying 
away  the  negroes.  One  resident  on  Wither's  Island,  who  was  forcibly 
removed  some  five  days  ago,  requested  ttiem  to  leave  the  negroes,  as 
he  would  be  unable  to  provide  for  them  in  Savannah,  so  it  was  better 
for  them  to  fall  into  Northern  hands.  One  Danninfelter,  a  German  by 
birth,  residing  on  the  island,  having  been  ordered  to  leave  under  pen- 
alty of  being  shot  if  fonnd  there  after  the  termination  of  that  period, 
requested  permission  to  accompany  us,  wishing  to  stay  with  the  Union 
fnrees  until  Wilmington  Island  shall  be  taken  possession  of  by  our 
troops.  • 

He  reports  two  ironclad  gunboat.s  building  at  Savannah,  one  of  which 
is  nearly  ready  for  laiinching;  also  five  or  six  gunboats,  whether  iron- 
clad or  not  he  was  uninformed,  are  in  course  of  construction  about  the 
(Mty  at  ditterent  points.  The  Fingal  is  pierced  for  eight  guns,  but  has 
been  used  for  a  transport;  no  guns  on  board  at  last  account.  Fire 
rafts  innumerable  chained  together  were  all  ready  to  be  sent  down  at  a 
moment's  notice.  Fort  .lackson  well  protected  by  batteries,  and  the 
battery  at  Causton's  Bluff  is  a  very  large  one  and  the  one  in  which 
they  place  the  most  dependence. 

The  poorer  class  have  been  compelled  by  force  of  circumstances  to 
take  up  arms,  as  the  authorities  refuse  passes  to  those  who  were  desir- 
ous of  leaving  the  city  for  the  North.  Drafting  has  not  been  generally 
resorted  to,  as  there  were  no  arms  for  the  recruits,  but  upon  receiving 
any  small  number  of  arms  the  authorities  immediately  resorted  to 
drafting. 

Large  numbers  of  South  Carolina  troops  have  been  sent  to  help 
reinforce  the  army  around  Savannah,  but  most  of  them  were  mere 
lads,  poorly  armed  and  poorly  clothed. 

John  Sweeney,  the  prisoner  taken  on  Monday,  24th  instant,  is  repre- 
sented to  be  a  secessionist  at  heart.  He  was  at  the  time  of  the  bom- 
bardment of  Port  Royal  engaged  in  discharging  an  English  bark.  Slie 
had  loaded  at  Beaufort  with  sea  island  cotton  and  timber  for  purpose 
of  running  the  blockade,  but  grounded  inside  of  the  harbor,  and  said 
Swinney  (or  Sweeney)  purchased  her.  He  succeeded  in  taking  away 
one  large  lighter  load,  which  he  disposed  of  in  Savannah,  and  still  has 
some  cotton  buried  in  the  sand  in  Port  Eoyal  Harbor.  On  perceiving 
onr  fleet  victorious  they  set  fire  to  the  bark,  and  she  was  totally  con- 
sumed, since  which  time  he  has  been  employed  in  fishing  and  oyster- 
ing  for  the  Savannah  market. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  John  1'.  Gillis, 

Commander. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measuren  employed 
for  learning  the  location  of  sunken  cannon. 

U,  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
St.  Jolmh  River,  Florida,  March  36,  ISCS. 
I  tbis  day  took  Niels  Johnson  prisoner,  who  I  knew  was  present  at 
the  sinking  of  some  cannon  and  who  refnsed  to  show  me  the  spot. 

1  compelled  him  to  comply  with  my  request,  under  a  threat  of  shoot- 
ing- him  if  he  did  not. 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Thos.  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  /S'.  Naval  Forces  off  Jadcsonvilh:. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  by  the 
U.  (S'.  steamers  ().  M.  Pettit  and  Mercury,  and  Jaimches  vp  New  River, 
South  Carolina,  March  25,  iSt!2. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
WrighVs  River,  South  Carolina,  March  27,  1862. 

Sill:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  wc  made  a  reconnoissance  up . 
New  River  day  before  yesterday  with  the  Pettit,  the  Mercury,  two 
launches  from  the  Susquehanna  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Wells,  and  2.50 
men  of  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  under  commaud  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ely. 

We  fired  a  few  rounds  from  a  howitzer  of  one  of  the  launches  into 
the  bushes  near  Box's  house,  where  the  mounted  rebel  pickets  have 
been  stationed,  and  from  whence  they  had  fired  upon  the  launch  a  few 
days  since. 

We  then  proceeded  to  Foit  Drayton,  at  lied  Bluff,  on  Mr.  White- 
head's plantation,  where  we  found  indications  of  mounted  pickets  having 
left  just  before  we  arrived. 

After  recalling  the  launches,  we  proceeded  5  miles  farther  up  (1.5 
miles  from  Daufuskie)  without  discovering  anything  noteworthy. 

We  had  abundance  of  water  for  the  larger  gunboats,  and  could  have 
ascended  farther,  but  1  deemed  it  pnuleut,  as  the  tide  was  falling,  to 
return  before  night.  We  arrived  safely  at  liaufuskie  at  7  o'clock  p.  m., 
bringing  with  us  two  large  and  serviceable  flats,  which  I  turned  over 
to  General  Viele"s  command. 

Yesterday,  with  the  same  vessels  and  force,  we  ascended  Wright's 
River  13  miles  and  could  have  gone  three- fourths  of  a  mile  farther,  but 
by  so  doing  would  have  been  brought  within  1,{  miles  of  a  dense  pine 
wood.  The  point  at  which  we  stopped  was  nearest  to  the  Savannah 
River,  and  from  which  we  fired  three  rifled  shells  from  the  Pettit  at  the 
rice  house  of  Mr.  Screven,  distant  about  2  miles. 

We  found  as  in  New  River  ample  depth  of  water  for  the  gunboats  of 
this  size,  but  rather  narrow  for  turning  in  the  upper  part. 

Colonel  Ely  was  desirous  of  landing  with  his  force,  but  by  so  doing 
we  should  have  been  detained  on  a  falling  tide  witliin  long  range  of 
Savannah  River  and  the  pine  wood  before  mcntioTied.  I  therefore 
returned  to  this  vessel  at  3:30  p.  m. 

Since  my  last  letter  to  yon  we  have  seen  less  of  the  rebel  gunboats 
in  Savannah  River  than  usual.     Yesterday  afternoon,  however.  Lieu- 
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tenant  Gommandiiig  Gillis  saw  a  new  rebel  griinboat,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  drawing  made  by  hiui. 
Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  bis  written  report.     ■> 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  OOLLINS, 

Lievtenant,  Commanding. 
daptain  J.  L.  Lardnek, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  IT.  8.  S.  Susquehanna,  Fort  Royal,  H.  (!. 


U.  S.  S.  E.  E.  Hale, 
Mud  River,  South  Carolina,  March  27,  18(12. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  transmit  a  description  (so  far 
as  I  am  able)  of  a  rebel  steamer  wbicli  made  its  first  appearance  in  the 
Savannah  Eiver  yesterday,  M arch  2V>,  at  about  i3 :  iS  p.  m.  Said  steamer 
was  a  long,  black  vessel,  apparently  roofed  over.  The  only  thing  to  be 
seen  above  the  deck  or  roof  was  the  smokestack  and  what  I  took  to  be 
a  pilot  house,  but  which  one  of  the  engineers  pronounced  to  be  the 
frame  of  the  cross-head  of  the  engine. 

I  could  not  distinguish  any  appearance  of  portholes;  neither  could  I 
see  anything  which  looked  like  guns.  She  came  down  from  Savannah 
and  appeared  to  stop  at  the  bar  at  the  entrance  to  the  north  channel, 
where  she  remained  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes,  when  she 
turned  and  steamed  back  to  the  city,  since  which  time  she  has  not 
reappeared.  A  rough  sketch  of  her  appearance,  so  far  ns  could  be  seen 
from  the  deck  of  this  vessel,  accompanies  this. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  11.  Gillis, 

Lieutenant,  XT.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Oollins, 

V.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  Wrights  River,  South  Carolina. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  abandonment  of  batteries  oh  Skiddaway  and  Green  islands,  Georgia, 
and  memoranda  given  by  contraband  regarding  affairs  in  Savannah. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  March  27, 1862. 
Sir: On  being  boarded  this  afternoon  while  entering  Port  Eoyal 
Harbor  by  Commander  (Jillis,  of  the  Seminole,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to 
hear  that  formidable  batteries  on  Skiddaway  and  Green  islands  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  rebels,  the  guns  having  been  withdrawn  in 
order  to  be  placed  nearer  Savannah'. 

The  abandonment  of  these  batteries  gives  ns  complete  control  of 
Wassaw  and  Ossabaw  sounds  and  the  mouths  of  Vernon  and  Wilming- 
ton rivers,  which  form  important  approaches  to  that  city. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  Gillis  and  also  memoranda  of 
information  given  by  a  contraband,  which  may  be  of  some  interest  to 
the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dti  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Jilockaditig  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JSary,  Washington. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Ahrenst  TSkiddatoay  Battery, 
Wilmington  River,  Georgia,  March  2C),  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedien(;e  to  your  order  dated  2d  instant,  we  proceeded  itom 
Umnberland  Sound  to  Wassaw  Sound, Georgia,  to  blockade  as  directed. 

Having-  waited  some  days  for  weatlier  to  settle  and  wind  to  lull,  we 
this  afternoon  felt  our  way  with  the  lead  up  the  narrow  channel  of  Wil- 
mington Itiver  to  the  battery  on  Skiddaway  Island,  accompanied  by 
the  Nortcich,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  M.  Duncan,  and  Wyandotte, 
Lieutenant  Oommandiug  W.  D.  Whiting.  I  sent  our  launch  with  how- 
itzer and  crew,  under  charge  of  Master  McNair  and  Acting  Master 
Steel,  alongside  the  Norwich,  and  went  on  board  of  her.  She  being 
the  shortest  vessel  and  of  liglitest  draft,  was  sent  ahead.  After  firing 
a  shell  or  two  at  some  horsemen  near  the  house  on  tlie  left,  and  a 
])icket  guard  at  the  fort  as  we  ap])roached,  I  proceeded  in  the  gig  with 
i'aymaster  Sands  to  the  shore,  followed  by  the  launch,  found  the  bat- 
tery a  strong  bastioned  work  for  ten  guns,  with  boinbproofs,  trenches, 
etc.  The  enemy  had  abandoned  it,  leaving  imitation  guns  covered 
with  canvas  in  position.  Other  boats  from  the  vessels  coming  on 
shoie,  we  destroyed  the  works,  boats,  lighters,  etc.,  of  the  enemy,  hav- 
ing hoisted  the  Union  ilag  over  fort  and  house  with  red  cupola,  and 
returned  on  board  our  respective  vessels.  I  learn  the  Confederate 
battery  on  Green  Island  is  abandoned.  Several  houses  in  sight  are 
burning  this  evening,  the  red  cupola  house  included. 

I  send, to  Port  Royal  "a  prisoner  taken  in  the  marshes  by  the  Release. 
His  statement  a<;companies  this. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.)OHN    P.   GiLLlS, 

Commander,  Commanding  Naval  Force,   Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia. 
Flag-Otticer  S.  V.  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Frigate  Wabash. 

[SubOTiclrisnrc.I 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Wassaic  Sound,  Georgia,  March  'M,  18(i2. 

The  following  statement  is  derived  from  London  Middleton,  a  contra- 
band, picked  up  this  p.  m.  by  the  steamer  Norwich  and  sent  on  board 
this  ship,  viz: 

His  master  was  William  P.  Fulton,  of  Savannah.  He  left  that  city 
on  the  22d  instant  (Saturday),  coming  by  way  of  White  Blufi'and  Green 
Island  to  Raccoon  Key,  from  whence  he  expected  to  reach  "a  sawmill 
which  it  was  said  we  had  on  Wassaw  Island,  with  3,000  trooi)s."  All 
provisions  are  scarce  at  Savannah,  and  very  dear,  particularly  bacon 
rum,  liquors,  and  such  like.  Fresh  beef  is  more  plenty,  but  costs  25  to 
30  cents  for  what  used  to  sell  at  6,  8,  and  10  cents  per  pound  Eggs 
were  at  50  cents  per  dozen;  chickens,  $1.50  a  pair;  tea,  scarce-  coflle 
selling  at  $1.50  to  $1.75  per  pound.  They  are  very  bad  off  for  rum  and 
liquors;  almost  have  to  give  them  up.  and  these,  with  bacon,  they  had 
expected  from  the  West,  somewhere  where  the  Federals  now  hold  nos 
session.  ' 

Folks  are  going  and  coming;  some  who  had  left  are  returuine.  and 
tliey  are  sending  the  negroes  and  cotton  inland,  and  are  moving  all  the 
cash  mone.y  to  Macon,  and  threaten  to  burn  the  city  if  they  should  be 
unable  to  hold  it,  and  are  in  daily  expectation  of  our  attack 
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They  had  given  wp  the  idea  of  defending  the  Savannah  Eiver  by  tor- 
pedoes, because  one  of  the  principal  men  who  were  sinking  them  got 
drowned  while  down  in  a  diving  bell,  and  now  talk  of  piling  the  river 
across.  He  knows  of  no  raft  near  Fort  Jackson,  near  which  Tattnall  is, 
on  board  the  Savannah  (late  Everglade).  When  he  was  last  near  Thun- 
derbolt (some  time  since)  they  had  eight  guns  mounted.  There  is  a 
battery  (number  of  guns  unknown)  at  Oauston's  Bluft',  and  they  said 
tliat  they  were  mounting  guns  at  the  old  fort,  above  Fort  Jackson, 
below  the  gas  house,  and  near  the  first  ferry  wharf;  but  he  knows  little  of 
this  part  of  the  river,  having  been  a  fisherman  around  about  White 
Bluft'  and  Green  Island,  but  more  recently  waiting  on  the  soldiers.  All 
the  approaches  to  the  city,  not  only  main,  but  also  the  byroads,  are 
being  fortified,  and  they  told  him  that  they  had  100,000  men.  Green 
and  Skiddaway  islands  are  abandoned,  except  by  a  few  cavalry.  The 
guns  from  Green  Island  were  taken  to  fortify  Benley  [Beulah,  or  Beau- 
lieu),  and  those  from  Skiddaway  to  Montgomery  (a  part  of  Benley 
[Beulah],  but  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  separate),  both  on  the  Wyn- 
ingberg  [i.  e.,  Vernon  ]  River,  which  runs  from  Eaccoon  Key  up,  making 
Green  Island  the  first  land  to  the  northeastward  going  up,  and  thence 
running  up  to  Benley  [Beulah],  Montgomery,  and  White  Bluff. 

They  expect  us  to  move  across  Skiddaway  Island,  and  have  guns  and 
pickets  at  the  two  bridges' to  cut  them  away  and  fight  our  forces  on 
arrival.     The  first  bridge  is  reckoned  to  be  5  miles  across  from  the 
cupola  house  (last  night  burned  by  the  rebels),  near  Skiddaway  (aban 
doned)  battery. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Commanding  Naval  Forcex,  Wassuir  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Frigate  WaJjash. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  T>u  Pont,  If.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  withdrawal  i>f 
the  U.  S.  S.  Seminole  for  duty  in  Hampton  Roadn. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Off  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  March  27,  18H2. 
Sir:  Immediately  on  the  receil)t  of  your  communication  of  the  18th 
instant  1  dispatched  orders  to  Commander  Gillis,  of  the  Seminole,  to 
proceed  without  delay  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  in 
Hampton  Roads.  The  Pan-nee  liiul  gone  south  on  important  duty;  the 
Seminole  being  of  the  same  draft,  stronger  scantling,  though  not  quite 
equal  in  armament,  was  the  nearest  substitute  I  could  make. 

The  Department,  with  consideration,  left  me  some  discretion  in  the 
matter,  but  seeing  by  the  terms  of  its  letter  there  was  some  urgency,  I 
could  not  hesitate.  I  hope,  however,  it  will  not  be  inferred  that  I  could 
s))are  any  vessel  from  the  squadron  at  this  moment  without  reluctance. 
The  sailing  frigates  I  sent  north  without  orders  because  I  believe  they 
could  be  of  more  use  there  than  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DiJ  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wanhington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 1'aicnee, 
announcing  his  arrival  at  Fernandina. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  reached  here  early  yesterday  moniiiig  from  Port  Koyal,  where 
I  liad  filled  up  with  provisions.  Wheu  I  left  there  was  no  coal,  and  I 
have  now  only  sufficient  for  one  day  on  board,  but  shall  take  what  is 
in  the  schooner  sent  down  by  Captain  Lardner  and  let  her  go  north. 
She  had  350  tons  originally,  of  which  I  find  that  General  Wright  took 
100  and  the  Hnron  and  Jackson  the  same  quantity  between  them,  leav- 
ing 150,  which  will  about  three-fourths  till  my  vessel. 

The  Huron  was  not  ready  to  start  yesterday,  her  machinery  being 
out  of  repair,  but  will  do  so  to-day,  sliould  the  weather  improve. 

The  Potomska  is  still  at  St.  Mary's,  where  matters  are  as  usual, 
except  that  tlie  enemy  are  becoming  much  bolder  in  their  approaches. 
As  1  mentioned  before,  I  think  that  the  presence  of  a  vessel  in  that 
neighborhood  is  important  as  a  check  on  any  farther  advance;  and, 
indeed,  should  the  Georgians  at  any  time  pick  up  a  little  spirit  they 
might  very  well  fit  out  piratical  boats,  which,  were  the  St.  Mary's  liiver 
unguarded,  could  at  night  easily  steal  down  and  board  tbe  army  trans- 
jjorts  or  any  other  defenseless  vessels  that  occasionally  anchor  for  the 
night  in  the  lower  harbor,  and  were  my  vessel  to  be  stationed  there 
the  water  front  would  be  left  free  to  the  disloyal  inhabitants  of  Fer- 
nandina (of  which  I  think  there  are  a  fair  proportion),  besides  opening 
the  other  branch  of  the  St.  Mary's  Eiver,  which  is  opposite  the  town. 
As  the'  chief  engineer  considers  it  actually  dangerous  to  delay  any 
longer  overhauling  the  air  pump  and  cylinders  I  have  commenced  t<) 
have  it  done,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  from  Port  Royal  I  should,  if 
you  sent  me  no  order  to  the  contrary.  This  will  occupy,  with  cleaning 
the  boilers,  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  8enior  Officer  at  Fernandina. 

Flag-Otificer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  8quadro7i,  U.  8.  8.  Wabash. 


Destruction  of  schooner  George  Washington  and  sloop  Mary  Louisa,  and 
capture  of  the  schooner  Julia  Worden,  in  8antee  liiver,  8outh  Carolina 
March  27,  1802. 

Beport  of  Commander  Goldaborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
Off  Charleston,  March  30,  1862. 
Flag-Ofpicer:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Restless, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Conroy,  cajitured  in  the  passage  near  Cape 
Remain  light,  on  the  27th  instant,  the  schooner  Jidia  Worden,  of  and 
for  Charleston,  S.  C,  loaded  with  2,000  bushels  of  rice.  I  have  directed 
Prize  Master  Miller  H.  Johnson  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  aud  report 
to  you.  I  enclose  all  the  pai)ers  found  on  board  the  'Jiilia  Worden 
together  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Conroy's  report  of  the  destruc- 
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tion  of  the  schooner  Georf/e  Washington  and  sloop  Mary  Louisa,  both 
loaded  with  rice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    ■« 

J.   K.   GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Voiimteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  IT.  S.  ITavy,  commanding  V.  8.  bark  Restless. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 
Off  Bull's  Bay,  March  38,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  yesterday,  the  27th 
instant,  1  sent  two  armed  boats  into  the  inner  channel  communicating 
between  Santee  and  Charleston,  with  orders  to  intercept  any  rebel 
vessels  bound  to  Charleston  with  their  cargoes. 

I  now  send  Acting  Master  Miller  H.  Johnson  in  command  of  the 
schooner  JvliaWorden,  laden  with  rice,  with  orders  to  rei)ort  to  you. 

This  vessel  is  one  of  the  three  captured.  The  schooner  George  Wash- 
ington, drawing  too  much  water  (and  there  being  no  time  to  lighten 
her  sufficiently,  we  being  well  informed  that  the  rebels  have  three 
armed  boats  with  lifty  men  in  the  vicinity,  since  the  destruction  of  the 
four  first  coasters  by  our  armed  boats,  formerly  re])orted)  was  scuttled 
and  then  s^  on  fire  by  Executive  Officer  Charles  Smith,  in  command  of 
the  expedition,  a  copy  of  whose  re])ort  I  heiewith  enclose. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Charles  E.  Tucker  was  ordered  by  Executive 
Officer  Charles  Smith  to  board  the  sloop  Mary  Louisa,  and  if  not  able 
to  get  her  out  to  destroy  her. 

The  wind  having  died  away  some  time  before,  the  Mary  Louisa  was 
set  on  fire  and  the  crew  taken  on  board  this  vessel. 

We  have  at  present  11  prisoners  on  hoard  this  vessel,  not  deeming 
it  expedient  or  prudent  to  send  them  to  you  in  the  schooner.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the  captured  vessels,  viz: 


Julia  \Vor(ien,  schooner. . . 
George  Washington,  schooner 
Mary  Louisa,  sloop 


2,000  bushels  rice,  20  bushels  corn . , 

3, 200  bushels  rice,  60  bushels  corn, 

20  bushels  rice  meal. 
2,060  bushels  rice,  100  bushels  corn. 


Sent  to  Charleston  in  command  of 

■Acting  Master  M.  H.  Johnson. 
Scuttled  and  set  on  lire.    - 

Set  on  fire. 


1  consider  the  destruction  of  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes  of  more 
importance,  in  view  of  depriving  the  city  of  Cliarleston  of  these  much- 
needed  staple  articles,  than  their  intrinsic  value. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  this  expedition  have 
carried  out  my  orders  to  the  letter  and  exhibited  much  skill  and  cool- 
ness under  the  circumstances. 

I  enclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Executive  Officer 
Charles  Smith  and  acopy  of  his  report,  with  the  papers  found  on  board 
the  destroyed  vessels. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

Bdwd.  Conroy, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  J.  R.  GoLDsnououGH,  U.  S.  Navy, 

r.  S.  S.  Florida,  Senior  Officer  Present,  off  Charleston.  S.  C. 
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Eeport  of  Acting  Master  Smith,  V.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Eestless. 

U.  ».  Baek  EeS'I'LESS, 
Off  Bull's  Bay,  March  28,  JS62. 

Sir:  According  to  your  orders  of  the  27th  instnnt  I  proceeded  to 
Cai>e  Koiuain  light  house  with  two  armed  boats,  one  commanded  by 
Acting  Master  Miller  H.  Johnson  and  the  other  in  charge  of  myself 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Charles  E.Tucker.  After  arriving  at  the 
lighthouse  we  discovered  two  schooners  coming  down  the  Santee 
Kiver. 

I  immediately  ordered  both  boats  close  in  under  an  old  sawmill, 
where  we  lay  concealed  until  the  first  schooner  was  close  on  to  us. 
Both  boats  started  to  board  her,  and  as  we  came  up  with  her  T  dis- 
covered that  the  captain  and  crew  had  taken  to  their  boat.  I  ordered 
Mr.  Johnson  to  board  the  schooner  while  1  chased  the  boat.  I  had 
three  muskets  fired  at  her,  when  she  turned  round  toward  the  schooner. 

We  found  the  schooner  to  be  the  George  Washington,  with  3,200 
bushels  of  rice,  50  bushels  of  corn,  and  20  bushels  of  rice  meal,  and 
bound  from  Santee  to  Charleston.  After  taking  charge  of  her,  1  sent 
Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Tucker  after  the  other  schooner,  which  they  took 
charge  of  She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Julia  Worden,  with  a  cargo 
of  2,000  bushels  of  rice,  also  bound  to  Charleston.  This  morning  we 
undertook  to  get  the  vessels  out.  Mr  Johnson,  in  command  of  the 
Julia  Worden,  succeeded  in  getting  her  out,  while  I,  with  the  George 
Washington,  on  account  of  drawing  too  much  water,  did  not  succeed. 

I  saw  it  was  useless  to  try  and  get  Ijer  to  the  ship,  so  after  heaving 
overboard  her  deck  load  and  dismantling  her,  1  had  her  scuttled  in 
two  places  and  set  her  on  fire. 

1  believe,  sir,  that  everything  was  carried  out  agreeably  to  your 
orders,  and  I  hope  to  yonr  satisfaction. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chables  Smith, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Conroy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Restless. 


h'eport  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  sketch  of  Confed- 
erate vessel  seen  in  /Savannah  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wright's  River,  South  Carolina.  March  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
this  date  to  "send  back  tha Mercury  with  the  men  of  the  Keystone  State 
and  the  launches  of  the  Susquehanna  without  delay."  They  were  sent 
back  this  morning  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  yesterday  from  Captain 
Lardner. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  drawing  of  a  steamer  seen  in  Savannah  River 
today,  and  memoranda  of  other  vessels,  by  the  coast  jiilot  and  one  of 
the  engineers  of  the  E.  B.  Hale,  from  the  upper  end  of  Elba  Island. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
„        ^  „  Lieutenant,  Connnandinn. 

Flag  OfiQcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  •' 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Roi/ul,  S.  C. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADKON.        669 

[Kiiclo'-ure.] 


March  28,  1862. 
Seen  by  two  officers  of  the  -B.  B.  Hale  from  the  upper  end  of  Elba 
Island:  A  large  bark  lying  off  Savannah  with  her  topgallant  masts 
housed;  also  a  small  side  wheel  steamer  lying  off  the  city.  Oft' Fort 
Jackson,  two  steamers  beside  the  ironclad  vessel.  There  was  a  steamer 
in  St.  Augustine  Creek.  The  light-boat  has  two  guns  mounted,  appar- 
ently 32  pounders. 

Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  TAeutenant  Col- 
lins, U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  expected  attack  by  ihr  enemy. 

Headquakteks  U.  S.  Forces, 

Savannah  River,  March  28,  1862. 

Captain:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  tliat  from  all 
the  evidence  in  our  possession  there  is  eveiy  reason  to  expect  an  [attack] 
at  any  moment,  and  that  it  will  be  peculiarly  unfortunate,  if  not  disas- 
trous, to  be  deprived  of  the  services  of  the  light-draft  boats  under  such 
circumstances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LlEBENAU, 

Ansintant  Adjutant-  General. 
Lieutenant  Collins, 

Commanding. 

[Enclosure.] 

Daufuskib  Island,  March  28, 1862. 
General  :  I  send  another  report  on  the  ironclad  vessel.    My  ojiinion 
is  that  unless  the  channel  is  closed  at  once  by  hulks  or  otherwise  the 
Navy  will  lose  the  greater  portion  of  the  blockading  ileet. 
Very  j-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Egbert  L.  Viele, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
General  T.  W.  Sherman. 


Letter  fro  i  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,   to  .lenior  naval 
officer  at  Port  Royal  regarding  naval  force  required  in  Savannah  River. 

llEADt^UARTERS  EXPEDITIONARY  CORl'S, 

I'ort  Royal,  S.  C,  March  28,  18(i2. 

Sir  :  On  my  return  this  evening  from  St.  Helena  Island,  I  received 
a  dispatch  from  General  Viele,  stating  that  the  tugboats  (armed)  and 
launches  in  Mud  Eiver,  etc.,  had  been  ordered  back  to  Port  itoyal. 

According  to  an  official  report  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  gun- 
boat Hale,  made  to  Captain  Collins,  a  copy  of  which  was  furnished  to 
General  Viele,  it  appears  the  ironclad  gunboat,  about  which  so  much 
has  been  said  of  late,  made  her  appearance  in  tlie  Savannah  liiver  for 
the  first  time  on  the  iOth  instant. 
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It  is  for  you  to  judge  of  tbe  naval  force  required  at  that  point  to  meet 
any  exigency  that  may  arise  from  a  circumstance  that  seems  to  be 
considered  of  a  very  grave  character. 

I  deem  it  important,  however,  to  notify  you  of  the  circumstance,  lest 
it  may  not  otherwise  have  been  reported  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sheeman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

UoMMANDiNG  OFFICER  U.  S.  Naval  Forccs, 

Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offioer  I)u  Pont,  U.   S.  Navy,    to  Brigadier- General 

Sherman,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  naval  vessels  employed  in  defending 

army  batteries. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  March  28,  1862. 

General:  I  returned  to  this  harbor  last  evening  and  your  letter  to 
the  commanding  naval  oflBcer  has  just  been  brought  to  me. 

Should  there  be  any  truth  in  the  report  of  ironclad  vessels,  of  which 
I  do  not  believe  a  single  word,  the  small  tugs  and  launches  would  be 
of  little  avail. 

I  must  dispatch  the  Susquehanna  and  Keystone  State  on  important 
duty  to-morrow  and  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  the  boats  of  the 
one  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  other  before  I  could  do  it. 

I  have  written  already  to  withdraw  several  light-draft  vessels,  uow 
cooperating  with  the  army  at  Fernandina  and  on  the  St.  John's  Eiver. 

General,  whenever  and  wherever  I  can  further  your  operations  and 
plans  I  shall  ever  be  ready,  but  you  must  allow  me  to  say  that  I  never 
expected  that  a  naval  force  could  be  required  to  protect  the  batteries 
on  Venus  Point  and  Bird  Island  after  they  were  completed,  and  if  this 
be  necessary,  and  General  Viele  or  yourself  put  any  credit  in  the  reports 
alluded  to,  the  sooner  these  batteries  are  strengthened  the  better.  I 
learn  my  gunboats  are  aground  nearly  the  whole  of  the  twenty-four 
hours.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  not  satistied  that  it  is  not  my 
duty  to  withdraw  every  one  of  them. 

One  of  the  tugs  I  require  for  squadron  duty ;  the  other  so  soon  as 
watered  will  return  to-morrow. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer 

Brigadier-General  Shebman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  JJu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  confirmation  by  the  Senate  of  his  appointment  as  flag- 
officer. 

Navy  Department,  March  28,  18(!2. 
Sir  :  The  Department  informs  you  that  your  nomination  for  appoint- 
ment as  tlag-otticer  to  command  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squad- 
ron was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  Gth  instant. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Ofiicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  »S'.  6'. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flaf/- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  investigation  by  court  of  enquiry  in  eases  of  evasion  of 
the  hlocJcade.      .  ■> 

Navy  Department,  March  28, 1862. 
Sir  :  Whenever  a  case  is  brought  to  your  knowJedge  of  an  evasion  of 
the  blockade  within  the  limits  of  your  command,  you  will,  without 
unnecessary  delay,  convene  a  court  of  enquiry  for  the  purpose  of  a  rig- 
orous investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending  such  evasion,  and 
direct  the  court  to  report,  in  addition  to  the  evidence  and  a  statement 
of  the  material  facts  ascertained,  their  opinion  whether  the  evasion  was 
in  any  manner  the  consequence  of  negligence  or  other  fault  on  the  part 
of  commanding  or  other  officers  or  persons  in  the  naval  service,  naming 
persons  censurable,  if  any. 

The  record  of  any  court  convened  under  this  order  will  be  promptly 
dispatched  to  the  Department. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wells,  U.  S. 
Nu  ry,  to  assume  command  of  the  U,  S.  ship  Vandalia  in  Tybee  Roads, 
Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  28,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna  and 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vandalia  in  place  of  Com- 
mander F.  S.  Haggerty,  relieved  on  account  of  indisposition. 

The  Vandalia  is  now  at  Tybee  Eoads  blockading  the  entrance  to 
Savannah  River,  where  you  will  join  her,  receiving  Ironi  Commander 
Haggerty  such  information  as  his  experience  at  that  port  may  enable 
him  to  give  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Clark  H.  Wells, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  (J.  8.  Na,vy,  to  Commander  Drayton, 

U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  return  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seneca  to  Port  Royal, 

S.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  find  myself  much  pressed  for  want  of  the  light-draft  vessels 
of  the  squadron,  and  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  forward 
by  the  Darlington  the  enclosed  communications  to  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Stevens,  of  the  Ottaiva,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  directing 
the  immediate  return  of  the  Seneca  and  the  boats  of  this  ship  to  Port 
Eoyal. 

Should  anything  prevent  your  sending  the  Darlington  by  the  inside 
or  outside  passage.  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  find  some  other 
means  of  transmitting  these  orders. 
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The  pilot  boat  Blunt,  by  which  this  commuuication  is  forwarded,  can 
not,  by  reason  of  her  draft,  cross  the  St.  John's  Bar. 

1  desire  further  that  you  will  send  the  Hur»n  and  I'otomsha  to  report 
to  me  here  without  delay,  directing  their  commanding  officers  to  use 
all  dispatch. 

In  withdrawing  these  vessels  from  your  division  I  am  not  unmindful 
of  the  excellent  reasons  you  gave  for  keeping  a  vessel  at  St.  Mary's, 
but  the  necessities  of  the  moment  must  override  them. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flay- Officer. 
Commander  Percival  Drayton, 

U.  S.  iS.  Faicnee,  Senior  Officer  on  Coast  of  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  in  ISt. 
John^s  River,  for  the  return  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seneca  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  March  i'8,  1862. 
Sir:  On  receipt  of  this  communication,  you  will  please  direct  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Ammen,  of  the  Seneca,  to  return  to  Port  Eoyal 
with  all  dispatch  and  report  to  me,  bringing  with  him  the  launch  and 
cutter  and  the  three  boat  guns  belonging  to  the  Wabash,  with  their 
officers  and  crews. 

itespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  p.  ^NT, 
Flag-Officer,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens, 

Or  Senior  Officer  Present,  St.  John's  River. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Oodon,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  importance  of  holding  Wassaw  Sound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  u:),  1803. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Wassaw 
Sound  and  hold  those  waters. 

I  have  been  compelled  to  send  the  Seminole  home,  by  order  of  the 
Department. 

Although  the  battery  at  Skiddaway  has  been  abandoned,  vessels  may 
still  come  down  Wilmington  liiver  from  St.  Augustine  Creek  ;ind  i  un 
out,  or  Commodore  Tattnall  may  make  some  attempts  on  the  vessels  at 
anchor,  as  only  two  are  there  now— the  Norwich  and  Wyandotte. 

It  is  also  believed  that  the  rebels  have  an  ironclad  vessel  or  ram  in 
the  Savannah  Eiver.  If  of  sufficiently  light  draft,  she  might  make  an 
attem])t  on  the  vessels  at  Wassaw. 

The  bombardment  of  Pulaski  will  settle  all  these  annoyances,  but  the 
delay  in  commencing  it  is  painful.  They  expect  to  reduce  the  fort  in 
three  days,  and  to  commence  this  week. 

You  will  i)lace  the  Pocahontas  at  the  besf  point  to  cover  Brunswick 
Are  the  rebels  likely  to  reoccupy  the  .lekyl  island  fort?     Lieutenant 
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Commanding  Balch  should  see  to  this  and  destroy  it  thorouglily  if  any 
probability  of  this  event. 

I  answered  your  various  communications  and  sent  your  letters  by 
Blunt  before  I  knew  I  would  require  your  presence  at  Wassaw. 
Kespectfuily,  etc., 

8.  F.  Dtt  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  S.  W.  (4od(in, 

U.  IS.  is.  Alohican. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Sher- 
man, U.  S.  Army,  referring  to  affairs  in  Savannah  h'iver. 

Flagship  Wabasj, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,- S.  (J.,  March  2!),  ']862. 

(tENEEAL:  I  hfive  just  received  copies  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Collins  to  Captain  Liebenau,  assistant  adjutant-general  at 
Daufuskie,  reporting  the  apxjearance  of  an  ironclad  vessel  under  Fort 
Jackson;  also  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Viele  to  you. 

Just  before  receiving  these  Captain  Hamilton  called  upon  me  in  your 
name  to  ask  that  the  two  tugs,  Pettit  and  Mercury,  should  go  into  the 
Savannah  River  to  give  protection  to  the  sinking  there  of  certain  hulks. 

I  yielded  to  this  request,  but  I  do  not  see  how  two  small  tugs,  not 
intended  for  offensive  purposes,  can  give  protection  against  Commodore 
Tattnall's  steamers,  whether  there  be  an  ironclad  vessel  or  not,  and  the 
larger  gunboats  would  in  all  probability  run  agronnd.  I  will,  however, 
place  these  tugs  at  the  disposition  of  General  Viele,  who  will,  I  pre- 
sume, see  that  they  are  not  im])roperly  hazarded. 

In  reference  to  General  Viele's  letter  to  you,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  unless  the  channel  is  closed  at  once  by  hulks  or  otherwise  the  Navy 
will  lose  the  greater  part  of  the  blockading  tleet,  I  do  not  understand 
whether  the  general  alludes  to  the  blockading  fleet  on  the  coast  gener- 
ally or  to  that  portion  of  it  stationed  in  and  near  Wall's  Cut. 

Tlie  naval  blockade  of  Savannah  River  is  established  at  Tybee  Roads; 
the  vessels  in  Wright's  and  Mud  rivers  are  there  at  your  request  to 
assist  the  batteries,  as  I  understand  it;  having  them  there  formed  no 
part  of  a  plan  of  mine. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor,  general,  to.  write  me  what  your  wishes  are 
on  the  subject  ? 

I  am,  general,  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  I'ONT, 

Flag- Officer. 

Brigadier-GeTieral  T.  W.  Shebman, 

Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps,  Hilton  Head,  A'.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer 
Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  notification  before  irithdrawal  of 
giinboatx. 

Headquarters  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  March  29,  1862. 
Commodore  :  Your  letter  of  last  night  has  been  received. 
When  it  is  your  intention  to  withdraw  any  of  the  gunboats  from  posi- 
tions occupied  by  the  land  forces,  will  you  please,  commodore,  to  give 
N  w  r — VOL  12 43 
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me  timely  notification  of  the  fact.  Some  of  our  troops  have  been  dis- 
tributed ill  such  forces  as  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  the  localities 
under  the  presumption  of  a  cooperation  at  tlwse  points  with  the  naval 
force  left  there.  At  some  of  these  points  there  are  some  additional 
arrangements  on  our  part  [that]  may  have  to  be  made  in  case  of  a  with- 
drawal of  the  naval  force. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Wabash. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  .Du  Pont,    U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant   Collins, 
U.  S.  Navy,  malcing  enquiry  regarding  affairs  at  WalPs  Cut. 

'     Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  21),  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  your  letter  of  yesterday,  with  sketch  of  an  ironclad  vessel, 
as  seen  by  some  officers  of  the  Hale,  lying  under  Fort  Jackson. 

Will  you  inform  me  if  this  vessel  can  reach  the  gunboats  where  they 
are  now  anchored,  and  are  the  boats  required  to  assist  the  batteries? 
General  Vlele  spoke  of  them  today  as  the  blockading  fleet.  Our  block- 
ade of  the  Savannah  Kiver  is  established  at  Tybee,  and  the  only  reason 
for  having  gunboats  at  Wall's  Gut  was  to  aid  tlie  batteries.  Should 
these  require  no  aid,  or  the  gunboats  be  unable  to  give  any,  then  they 
had  better  be  recalled, 
riease  give  me  information  on  this  head. 

Your  several  communications  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner  have  been 
transferred  to  me  and  among  tbeni  your  interesting  reconnoissance  of 
Wright's  and  Mud  rivers,  detailed  in  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant. 

I  have  read  them  all  with  satisfaction.  Your  duties  have  been  arduous 
and  trying ;  i)lease  receive  my  commendation  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  them  all. 

Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-O^cer. 
Lieutenant  Gommauding  N.  G(jllin.s, 

v.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla,  Comdg.  Naval  Force  in  Wrighfs  River. 


Order  of  Flug- Officer  ])h  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  he  Roy,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  to  proceed  to  lAockade  duty 
at  Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harlwr,  S.  C,  March  29,  J8H2. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  witli  the  Keystone  State  under  your  command 
to  blockade  off  Georgetown,  S.  G.,  communicating  on  your  way  with 
the  vessels  off  Gharlestou. 
Kesi)ectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

,.r   T,    r      ^  Flag-Officer. 

Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  Port  Royal. 
P.  S.— I  leave  it  optional  with  you  to  stop  off  Charleston  or  not. 
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Report  of  LAeutenant  Truxtun,    U.  S.  Navy,  tranifmiUmfi  request  from 
Colonel  Welsh,  U.  t^.  Army,  regarding  reinforcements  for  Edisto  Island. 

U  8.  Ship  Dale, 
St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  March  29,  1802. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  day  from 
Colonel  Thomas  Welsh,  commanding  the  post  on  Otter  Island.  1  have 
complied  with  the  request  of  Colonel  Welsh  and  placed  at  his  disposi- 
tion and  subject  to  his  orders  the  marine  guard^  numbering  20  mus 
kets,  the  boat  howitzer,  and  a  crew  of  13  men.  Acting  Midshipman 
Silas  W.  Terry,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Charles  E.  Hawkins.  They 
are  ready  to  embark  at  a  moment's  notice,  though  up  to  this  hour  (8  p. 
•  m.)  the  transport  Ben  I)e  Ford  has  not  made  her  appearance. 

It  appears  the  rebel  forces  have  crossed  over  Watt's  Cut  from  Jehossee 
Island  to  Edisto  Island,  driven  in  the  picket  guard  of  our  troops,  and 
are  supposed  to  be  making  arrangements  for  a  general  attack. 

If  it  is  possible  to  send  one  of  the  small  light-draft  gunboats  with 
reversing  engines  it  will  be  very  easy  to  ascend  the  South  Edisto 
River  to  Watt's  Cut  and  cut  otf  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  forces.  A  light 
howitzer,  with  field  carriage,  should  also  be  sent  and  a  pilot  to  take 
the  vessel  over  the  bar  at  this  post  and  across  that  at  the  South  I'^disto, 
if  possible.  It  is  evident  from  all  I  can  learn  that  a  move  of  some  kind 
is  in  contemplation  by  the  rebels  in  this  vicinity.  A  large  number  of 
contrabands  .just  arrived  assure  me  that  the  rebel  forces  have  aban- 
doned Willstown,  on  the  mainland,  and  moved  over  to  Jehossee  Island, 
where  heretofore  they  have  only  kept  a  small  picket.  Our  troops  on 
the  Edisto  ar^  almost  entirely  without  artillery,  while  the  rebel  forces 
are  said  to  be  quite  well  supplied  with  that  arm.  In  consideration  of 
the  large  number  of  his  forces  that  Colonel  Welsh  comtemplates  taking 
from  his  post,  I  have  not  thought  it  prudent  to  weaken  the  eft'ective 
force  of  this  shij)  by  placing  more  men  under  his  orders. 

An  army  mail  boat  leaves  Hilton  Head  every  morning  at  8  o'clock 
for  this  post.  Communications  for  this  vessel,  if  sent  to  the  post-office, 
will  be  ])romptly  forwarded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Tbuxtun, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron, 

or  Senior  Officer  Present,  Port  Boyal,  S.  C. 

March  30.-^Reports  from  Edisto  this  mornijig  state  that  fighting  has 
been  going  on  all  night.  The  Crusader,  in  North  Edisto,  was  firing  on 
the  rebels. 

liespectlully, 

W.  T.  Tkuxtun, 
lAeutenant,  Commanding. 

[Enclosure. 1 

Headquaktbes, 
Otter  Island,  South  Carolina,  March  29, 1862. 
A  dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  Henry  Moore,  commanding 
U.  S.  forces  on  Edisto  Island,  informs  me  that  his  pickets  have  been 
driven  in,  and  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  are  prepar- 
ing to  attack  his  position.  He  proposes  to  send  the  transport  steamer 
Ben  Ue  Ford  to  this  place  for  reinforcements. 
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I  am  prepared  to  go  up  to  bis  assistance  with  five  companies  of  my 
regiment,  and  would  like  to  have  your  howitzer,  with  a  force  to  work 
it;  also  a  marine  guard  to  accompany  me  to  Btiisto  Island.  I  will  leave 
one  company  and  a  guard  at  Fort  Drayton,  under  command  of  Captain 
C.  G.  Strahan,  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery. 

Your  men  should  be  prepared  to  goon  board  the  Ben  De  Ford  imme- 
diately on  her  arrival,  with  at  least  two  days'  rations  cooked. 
Itespectfully,  etc., 

Thomas  Welsh, 

Colonel  Forty-fifth  Bef/t.,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  (Jommanding. 

Lieutenant  W.  T.  Trcixtun, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Shij)  Dale. 


heiiort  of  Lieutenant  lihind,  U.  8.  Xavy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Crusader, 
regarding  operations  in  support  of  urmy  forces  at  North  Fdisto  March 
39-April  3,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
North  Edisto,  April  3,  18(!2. 
Sir:  I  received  on  the  1st  your  communication  of  the  3()th  March, 
informing  me  that  you  had  ordered  the  Dale  to  this  point  in  conse- 
(jueuce  of  General  Sherman's  apprehension  of  an  attack  on  the  forces 
here.  For  some  days  past  great  uneasiness  seems  to  have  existed 
among^the  troops  on  Edisto  Island,  and  I  have  had  several  intimations 
from  tfiem  of  the  approach  of  a  hostile  force.  On  the  2!)th  two  privates 
of  the  Fifty-lifth  Pennsylvania  Hegiment  informed  me  that  their  com- 
pany had  been  cut  off  on  Little  Bdisto  Island,  and  required  assistance. 
We  ran  up  to  the  mouth  of  Steamboat  Creek  and  sent  two  boats  up  to 
their  relief.  A  portion  of  the  company  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
creek  to  Bdisto  Island,  and  our  boats  took  over  the  remainder.  The 
impression  seemed  to  ])ievail  among  them  that  a  considerable  force  was 
advancing  from  Jehossee  Island  to  attack  th's  point.  On  the  night  of 
31st  I  received  messages  from  Colonel  Moore  and  the  captain  of  the  com- 
pany stationed  at  Seabrooks',  both  anticipating  an  attack  that  night. 
I  sent  the  flat  with  the  howitzer  to  the  latter  and  made  all  necessary 
preparation  to  assist  them  at  tlie  camp.  I  have  not  since  had  any  infor- 
mation from  them  of  what  is  going  on,  and  have  observed  myself  uo 
cause  for  such  alarms.  We  returned  to  the  anchorage  oft'  the  camps 
to  day,  having  gone  up  to  White  Point  this  morning  to  destroy  a  large 
flat  that  had  drifted  on  shore  there.  On  leachiiig  here  1  received  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Truxtun,  of  the  Dale,  informing 
me  tliat  the  steamer  Boston  sent  to  tow  his  vessel  round,  had  not  fuel 
enough  and  he  was  without  a  pilot  to  take  the  shij)  over  the  bar,  and 
that  the  steamer  had  returned  to  Port  Uoyal.  He  mentions  also  that 
the  Dale  draws  1(5  feet.  That  draft  can  be  brought  in  here  only  at  high 
water  with  smooth  sea.  The  Dale  could  lay  oft'  the  camp  here  to  pro- 
tect it,  if  necessary,  but,  except  with  her  boats,  could  do  no  other  serv- 
ice. The  iSumpter  came  in  here  on  the  27th  under  orders  from  Com- 
mander Golrtsborough  to  communicate  with  Colonel  Moore,  and  sailed 
for  Port  Koyal  on  the  same  day.  The  brig  Empire,  partially  loaded 
with  cotton,  got  on  the  north  breaker  of  the  bar  on  the  morning  of 
the  2(ith.  V\e  went  to  her  assistancie  at  once  and  anchored  as  near 
her  as  i)ossilile;  sent  liawser  and  two  kedges  and  used  every  eft'ort  to 
get  her  oft',  but  it  came  on  to  blow  fresli  with  rough  sea,  and  she  bilged 
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that  night.  We  rendered  her  every  assistance  in  our  power.  The 
Sumpter,  if  sent  here,  may  remaiu  with  advantage  off  the  Dawho,  and 
shoukl  the  Dale  get  here,  oii'  the  cami)  would  be  tlie  only  station  she 
could  occupy. 

I  believe,  sir,  if  some  oflBcer  of  sufficient  rank  and  qualification.s  to 
command  is  sent  here,  it  would  be  better  than  auj'  otlier  reinforcement 
to  the  trooi)S  here. 

Uur  stocks  of  coal  will  enable  us  to  kee])  fires  up  for  four  or  five  days 
vet.  Our  provisions  are  running  short  also.  I  shall  therefore  avail 
myself  of  your  permission  to  return  to  Port  Royal  on  the  arrival  of 
some  other  vessel. 

Yerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Ehind, 
Lieutenan t,  Commandinq. 
Flag-Officer  S.  V.  Du  Pont, 

Commandimi  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Rejjort  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Com- 
mander Lc.  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vensel  March  29-April  2'>,  1862,  and  the 
capture  of  the  schooner  Success,  formerly  privateer  Dixie. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  29,  1862. 

SiE:  I  herewith  enclose  an  interesting  report  of  Commander  Le  Koy, 
of  the  Keystone  State,  detailing  the  incidents  of  the  blockade  of  George- 
town by  that  vessel  Iroin  the  29th  of  March  to  the2oth  of  April,  during 
whicli  he  ran  on  shore  a  schooner,  the  Liverpool,  of  Nassau,  and  cap- 
tured another,  now  called  the  Success,  formerly  the  privateer  Dixie. 
He  has  informed  you  of  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  Success, 
and  of  his  having  sent  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication  with  two  of 
her  crew.  The  cai)tain,  L.  D.  Benton,  and  the  remainder  of  the  crew, 
viz,  John  Jones,  John  Wilson,  John  Kane,  and  James  Wliite,  he  brought 
to  this  port.  I  have  sent  them  to  New  York  by  tlie  Empire  City,  direct- 
ing Captain  Baxter,  of  that  steamer,  to  deliver  Captain  Benton  (who  is 
a  strong  secessionist  and  a  very  skillful  pilot  on  this  coast,  and  also  a. 
lieutenant  of  this  same  prize  schooner  when  she  was  called  the  privateer 
Dixie),  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  for  custody  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  IJepartment  is  known. 

On  the  prize  was  an  elderly  gentleman,  Mr.  [.losiah  N.]  Bird,  who 
said  he  was  from  Trenton  and  had  taken  passage  in  order  to  get  North. 
He  liad  in  his  possession  three  letters,  two  of  which  are  enclosed  for 
the  disposition  of  the  Department,  and  a  copy  of  the  third,  to  whicli  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Department,  as  it  very  clearly  shows 
the  stringency  of  the  blockade  oft'  this  coast,  notwithstanding  rebel 
misrepresentations  to  the  contrary.  I  sent  the  original  of  this  last 
letter  to  the  party  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

During  the  cruise  of  the  Keystone  State  several  white  ]iersons  came  off 
to  the  steamer,  viz,  a  Mr.  [J.  N.]  Merritnan,  formerly  collector  at  George- 
town ;  a  Mr.  [William  W.j  Bingham,  and  Mr.  [William  |  Soles,  all  of  whom 
go  north  in  the  Empire  City,  together  with  Mr.  [Josiah  N.J  Bird,  above 
mentioned. 

I  enclose  memoranda  of  information  given  by  Mr.  Bingham  for  what 
it  is  worth. 
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lincloaert  also  is  a  statement  of  tlio  vessels  spoken  and  boarded  by 
the  Keystone  titate  during  the  cruise. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaTit, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Sea,  April  3r>,  1S(S2. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to  off 
Georfjetown,  S.  C  I  did  not  communicate  with  our  force  off  Charles- 
ton, owing  to  tlie  lateness  of  the  hour.  On  the  evening  of  the  30th  I 
anchored,  snpiwsing  I  was  near  Georgetown,  the  mist  preventing  my 
freeing  tlie  land.  At  noon  making  the  light-house,  and  at  1  p.  m.  stood 
farther  north  and  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water.  On  Monday,  the  31st, 
a  little  after  daylight,  made  a  small  sailboat  well  out  from  the  light- 
house. At  6:30  the  boat  came  alongside  with  one  white  person  and  a 
contraband,  the  white  person  representing  himself  as  Mr.  J.  N.  Merri 
man,  of  Georgetown,  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  at 
the  time  of  the  secession  of  South  Carolina  held  the  office  of  collector  of 
the  port  of  Georgetown,  an  office  he  had  never  resigned.  Mr.  Merriman 
stated  that  he  had  escaped  from  Georgetown  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with 
one  of  the  blockading  squadron  and  was  desirous  of  getting  to  Wash- 
ington to  communicate  with  the  Government.  Mr.  M.  gave  me  a  good 
deal  of  general  information;  among  the  things  mentioned  was  the 
escape  from  Beaufort  of  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville,  her  arrival  at 
Georgetown  on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  her  departure  on  the  27th  for  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  where  she  expected  to  take  out  an  English  license  an(i 
engage  in  the  coasting  trade  f on]  this  coast;  that  she  was  not  armed ; 
that  her  former  commander,  Pegram,  had  been  ordered  to  commaml 
the  ironclad  steamer  Virginia  [Merrimaclc],  and  that  the  Nashville  was 
now  commanded  |  by]  a  Captain  Gooding.  Mr.  Merriman  staged  he  had 
been  confined  in  jail  for  a  year  and  twenty  days  for  refusing  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  rebel  Governinent.  Also  that  Mr.  Jefferson 
Davis  was  gathering  all  his  force  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  was  busy 
fortifying  that  place,  intending  to  make  a  desi)erate  effort  to  repel  the 
Federal  forces  should  they  advance  upon  that  i>lace.  Mr.  M.  repre- 
sents Georgetown  as  being  in  a  defenseless  state. 

Mr.  M.'s  companion.  Prince  Coit,  was  an  intelligent  negro  (a  contra- 
band), who  is  represented  as  a  fisherman  and  one  of  the  best  pilots  out 
of  Georgetown. 

After  receiving  Mr.  Merriman  on  board  I  fired  three  guns,  intended 
for  his  friends  as  a  signal  of  bis  safety. 

About  3:30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  made  a  small  boat  standing  out 
from  the  land;  sent  an  armed  boat  in  and  she  returned  towing  the  boat, 
which  contained  two  white  persons  and  a  black  (a  cont.ral>and);  the 
three  last  were  the  vsole  occupants  of  Georgetown  jail,  whence  they 
escaped  the  previous  night. 

One,  Mr.  William  W.  Bingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  states  tnat  he  was 
imprisoned  upon  suspicion  of  being  a  spy  and  was  to  have  been  huug 
on  Thursday,  April  3.  The  other,  Mr.  William  Soles,  of  North  Carolina, 
was  accused  with  others  of  killing  a  man;  his  companions  by  getting 
bail  and  consenting  to  enlist  in  the  rebel  Army  wore  released,  while  lie, 
from  his  inability  to  obtain  bail,  was  kept  a  prisoner.  The  negro,  Jack 
Johnson,  was  imprisoned  for  running  away. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  the  steamer  Seabrook  ca,me  out  from 
Georgetown  and  through  the  inside  of  the  reefs  ran  down  toward  the 
San  tee  Kiver.  I  gave  chase,  firing  upon  her  with,my  ritie  gun,  one  or 
two  of  the  shots  seeming  to  take  effect.  She  succeeded  in  getting  into 
the  fiver  by  crossing  the  breakers,  apparently  taking  the  bottom  in  so 
doing.  She  seemed  to  be  cri[)pled.  The  shoalness  of  the  water  com- 
pelled me  to  discontinue  the  chase.  The  refugees  I  have  on  board  state 
tliat  slie  intended  loading  witli  cotton  at  the  railroad  at  Saiitee  bridge 
and  then  going  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

On  the  night  of  the  4th  I  moved  a  little  to  the  southward  to  cut  off  a 
steamer  (IVina)  tliat  was  expected  to  leave  Georgetown  for  Charleston, 
but  returned  to  uiy  old  position  before  daylight  of  the  6th. 

About  7  a.  m.  of  the  5th  a  small  boat  came  alongside  with  three  con- 
trabands from  the  South  Sautee  Eiver,  who  were  received,  clothed,  and 
provisioned. 

On  Sunday,  the  6th,  I  administered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Mr.  J.  N. 
Merriman,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  William  W.  Bingham,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  Mr.  Soles,  of  North  Carolina. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  instant,  just  before  sunset,  a  schooner 
was  made  to  the  northward,  about  12  miles  distant,  close  in  with  the 
land,  endeavoring  to  reach  one  of  the  entrances  (channels)  of  George- 
town. I  weighed  anchor  and  ran  for  her,  but  before  coining  up  with 
her  she  was  run  on  the  outside  of  the  point  of  the  North  Inlet,  fired, 
and  deserted.  At  7:30  p.  m.  I  sent  in  a  couple  of  boats,  but  owing  to 
the  sea  breaking  and  the  progress  of  the  iiames  they  were  unable  to 
board  her.  The  boats  approached  suflSciently  near  her  stern  to  read 
upon  it  by  the  light  of  the  flames  '■'■  TAverpool,  of  Nassau."  She  was 
from  150  to  180  tons  burden  and  evidently  deeply  laden. 

After  the  boats  returned  I  moved  southward  to  my  previous  anchor- 
age, and  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  steamed  uj)  to  the  wreck  to  ascer- 
tani  or  complete  her  certain  destruction,  but  found  she  was  burned  to 
the  water's  edge,  a  complete  wreck,  and  tlie  sea  breaking  all  over  her, 
so  as  to  render  it  difficult  and  dangerous  for  a  boat  to  near  her. 

On  the  14th  the  Gem  of  the  8ea  joined  me  and  I  assigned  Captain 
Baxter  to  a  position  to  command  North  Inlet. 

On  'the  1.5th,  soon  after  daylight,  a  sail  was  made  to  the  northward 
and  eastward;  thinking  her  suspicious,  I  went  in  chase  and  soon  after 
saw  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  following  her.  About  7  a.  m.  fired  a  gun,  the 
chase  distant  about  2  miles;  she  ho^•e  to,  showing  British  colors.  On 
boarding  her  she  proved  to  be  the  former  privateer  Dixie,  lately  the 
Kate  Bale,  and  now  the  Success,  of  81  tons  burden,  commanded  and 
partially  owned  by  Captain  L.  D.  Benton,  who,  as  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Dixie,  obtained  quite  a  reputation  during  her  i)iratical  cruise,  as  also 
some  means,  all  of  which  I  believe  was  investe<l  in  the  prize  and  her 
cargo,  100  bales  cotton,  234  barrels  spirits  turpentine,  40  bushels  pea 
nuts,  and  3,000  pounds  rice.  The  officers  and  ciew  of  the  prize  num- 
bered seven  in  all,  with  a  Mr.  Bird,  an  elderly'geutleman,  as  passenger, 
he  claiming  to  be  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey,  and  accounts  for  his  being  on 
board  the  prize,  his  inability  to  get  away  from  the  South  in  any  other 
way,  and  that  he  was  bound  in  her  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and 
thence  to  his  home  at  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Captain  Benton  being  regarded  as  a  very  smart  and  determined  man, 
I  deemed  it  better  to  bring  him  and  his  crew  (excepting  two)  and  the 
passenger  on  board  this  ship,  putting  Acting  Master  Hand  and  seven 
of  my  crew  on  board  tl;e  prize,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York, 
for  which  port  the  prize  left  about  1 1  a.  m.,  this  sliip  and  the  Gem  of 
the  Sea  jjroceeding  in  chase  of  a  schooner  to  the  nortliward,  which 
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proved  to  be  the  American  schooner  Henry  B.  MetcaJf,  of  Providence, 
li.  I.,  Ironi  Cardenas,  Cuba,  for  Bristol,  E.  I.,  with  molasses,  fruit,  etc. 
After  leaving  the  Henry  B.  Metcalf  I  returned  to  my  station  off  George- 
town. 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  tlagofflcer  to  the  impor- 
tance of  Georgetown  as  a  ])lace  for  receiving  and  distributing  supplies 
for  the  rebel  States,  and  of  the  necessity  for  more  vessels  to  blockade 
its  waters,  tliere  being  several  outlets,  extending  some  10  or  more 
miles,  that  render  the  blockade  by  sailing  vessels  very  inefiicient,  and 
even  with  the  most  extreme  vigilance  one  steamer  is  incapable  of  prop- 
erly blockading.  But  for  the  opportune  arrival  on  the  14th  of  tlie  Gein 
of  the  Sea,  the  schooner  this  day  (15th)  captured  would  have  succeeded 
in  making  her  escape. 

On  the  Kith  I  casually  learned  that  the  Nashville,  from  Nassau,  had 
been  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charleston  on  the  9th  or  lOtli  instant,  but 
finding  that  port  so  closely  blockaded  did  not  attem])t  to  enter,  but 
sent  in  a  small  boat  with  Captain  Lockhart,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  command  the  steamer  Oladiator  (laying  at  Nassau),  belonging  to 
John  Fraser  &  Co.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  After  landing  Captain  Lock- 
hart  on  the  coast  near  Charleston  with  dispatches,  the  NasMnllc  left 
for  Nassau.  The  Nashville,  it  is  stated,  now  belongs  to  John  Fraser  & 
Co.,  haK  an  English  register,  and  flies  English  colors. 

On  Suhday  morning  (20th)  the  G.  W.  Blunt  made  her  appearance, 
and  after  a  short  delay  was  dispatched  back  to  Port  Koyal. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d.  the  Noricich  arrived  and  I  assigned 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan  a  position  to  command  the  Southeast 
Channel  [or  PassJ,  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  commanding  the  North  Inlet, 
and  this  ship  Bottle  Channel. 

I  enclose  a  couple  of  papers  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Bingham,  professing  to 
give  information,  etc.,  but  from  the  inaccuracies  evident  in  them  and 
the  source  whence  obtained,  I  do  not  consider  of  much  value. 

The  enclosed  manuscript'  in  pencil  Mr.  Merriman  handed  me  soon 
after  his  arrival,  also  the  accompanying  list  of  loyal  and  disloyal  citi- 
zens of  Georgetown.  On  the  evening  of  the  23d  an  extensive  and  dis- 
tant conflagration  was  visible  in  the  bearing  of  Georgetown. 

On  the  24th,  about  1:30  p.  m.,  a  steamer  passed  to  the  northward 
without  communicating,  and  I  after  learned  she  was  the  Connecticut. 
Had  her  commander  have  communicated  with  me  I  would  have  been 
enabled  to  send  the  prisoners  I  have  on  board  to  New  York. 

About  2  p.  m.  the  Albatross  arrived  and  1  communicated  to  Com- 
mander Prentiss  all  the  information  in  my  possession. 

At  7  p.  m.  I  took  my  departure  for  Port  lioyal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Lk  Roy, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandinf/  South  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron. 

Ni'imrt  of  Lieutenant  Gillis,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  ref/ardinf/  a  reconnoissance  in 
the  Siirannah  River  to  ascertain  the  jwsition  of  Confederate  ironclad. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale, 
Mud  Rtrcr,  South  Carolina,  March  30, 1863. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  tlie  following- 

Yesterday,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  Mr.  William  H.  Bullis,  the  coast  pilot 
attached  to  this  vessel,  jiroceoded  oni,  of  this  river  and  up  the  Savan- 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        681 

nah  for.  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  of  what  1  have  judged 
to  be  an  ironclad  vessel  in  the  bands  of  the  rebels. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  his  observations:  He  passed  across 
to  Elba  Island  and  pulled  along  close  in  to  the  marsh ;  went  through  a 
creek  which  puts  into  the  south  channel;  heard  men  at  work;  beard 
thera  talk;  beard  these  expressions,  "Put  the  tube  up";  also,  "Make 
it  well  fast."  Thinks  they  are  sinking  infernal  machines,  or  torjiedoes, 
(in  the  bar. 

Just  above  the  bar  was  what  seemed  to  be  a  bridge,  extending  from 
tbe  rice  plantation  two-thirds  of  the  way  across  toward  Fort  Jackson. 
Saw  the  ironclad  steamer  distinctly.  She  is  a  propeller  with  a  long, 
slim  smokestack ;  was  near  enough  to  hear  talking  on  board,  as  follows : 
"  Have  you  got  a  heat  on?"  "  Bring  her  along."  Did  not  understand 
the  rest  of  the  sentences. 

Tbe  workmen  appeared  to  be  riveting  boilers.  This  was  on  board  of 
a  large  side- wheel  steamer;  thinks  it  was  tbe  Everfflade.  Tbe  ironclad 
vessel  seemed  to  be  120  feet  in  length,  very  low  in  the  water.  Enclosed 
1  I'orward  a  sketch*  of  tbe  steamer  as  near  correct  as  present  evidence 
admits.  It  varies  somewhat  from  the  one  previously  forwarded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Gillis, 

Lieutenant  in  Command. 

Lieutenant  N.  Collins,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Gunboat  Unadilla. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Conroy,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding 
('.  S.  hark  I'estless,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Lydia.  and 
Mary  in  Santee  River,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 
(Jf  liuWs  Bay,  March  ,V0,  iHti'L 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  discovering  yesterday 
two  other  schooners  making  their  way  from  Santee  to  Charleston,  I 
sent  anotbei'  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Henry 
Easoii  with  orders  to  intercejit  or  destroy  them.  He  suc(;eeded  in  get- 
ting out  the  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary  with  a  cargo  of  2,500  bushels  of 
rice  and  two  coils  of  rope.  Tbe  crew  took  to  their  boat  as  soon  as  they 
discovered  the  armed  boat,  after  trying  to  erase  tbe  name  from  tbe 
schooner's  stern. 

Tbe  other  schooner,  its  name  being  entirely  defaced,  was  also 
deserted.  She  bad  a  cargo  of  rice  and  about  000  bushels  ot  corn  meal, 
but  there  being  only  one  boat's  crew,  the  other  ship's  boat  being 
employed  in  getting  tbe  schooner  Julia  Warden  ready  for  sea,  Mr. 
Easou  was  compelled  to  destroy  her,  which  he  effected  by  setting  her 
on  lire. 

The  Lydia  and  Mary  also  had  neither  flag  nor  papers  on  board,  but 
being  evidently  engaged  in  tbe  aufiply  of  provisions  for  the  city  of 
Cliarlestou,  and  captured  in  the  waters  of  Santee,  1  considered  her  a  law- 
tul  prize.  Of  tbe  eleven  prisoners  taken  in  the  schooners  captured  tbe 
day  before,  and  mentioned  in.my  last  report,  five  are  old  and  decrepit 
slaves  (one  of  them  90  years  old,  and  the  others  more  than  60  years), 
rerjuested  to  be  set  ashore  at  Cape  Komain  light  house.  I  granted  their 
retpiest,  having  already  so  many  contrabands  and  prisoners  on  board 
and  expecting  more. 

"Not  fouud. 


682        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

The  captain  of  tbe  schooner  Julia  Warden,  now  a  prisoner  on  board 
this  vessel,  reports  that  there  are  about  5,000  Union  men  in  Gliarleston 
iuixiously  waiting  for  the  Federal  troops  to  t*ke  possession  of  the  city 
and  to  come  to  their  succor;  he  also  reports  that  when  the  boats  of  our 
vessel  destroyed  the  first  four  schooners  on  the  14th  ultimo,  the 
Southern  '"chivalry,"  encamped  at  Harper's  Point,  mistook  them  for  a 
part  of  the  Burnside's  expedition,  set  fire  to  their  tents  and  fled  in 
trepidation. 

At  8  o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday  a  light  was  discovered  to  come  out  from 
Bull's  Island,  and  being  informed  of  a  light-draft  steamboat  coming  twice 
a  week  from  Charleston  with  provisions  for  the  troops  at  Bull's  Island, 
cleared  the  ship  for  action,  cast  loose  the  battery,  and  had  all  the  small 
arms  brought  on  deck,  the  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary  being  about  3 
miles  astern  of  us,  and  the  schooner  Julia  Worden  &t  anchor  at  our  lee. 

Owing  to  the  contrabands  and  prisoners  on  board,  our  provisions  will 
soon  be  exhausted,  and  being  out  of  water  and  fuel  I  got  underway 
and  stood  for  Charleston  in  company  with  the  schooner  i^dm  and  Mary 
to  report  to  you. 

1  also  would  respectfully  request  that  a  survey  may  be  held  on  the 
top  sides  and  the  sheathing  of  the  deck  of  this  vessel.  They  are  leak- 
ing so  badly  that  tbe  crew  have  very  uncomfortable  quarters,  and  their 
hammocks  are  constanUy  wet. 

The  oil  is  also  exhausted,  and  scarcely  enough  left  for  binnacle  light, 
notwithstanding  there  has  not  been  any  oil  used  for  other  purposes  for 
forty  days  or  more. 

In  closing  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  should  you  order  this  vessel 
back  to  her  station,  I  would  deem  it  advisable  to  have  another  armed 
vessel  accompany  us.  Having  during  the  last  month  destroyed  and 
captured  nine  coasting  vessels,  they  may,  in  all  probability,  send  two 
or  three  steainers  from  Charleston  and  in  a  dark  and  calm  night  attack 
us  at  a  disadvantage. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Henry  Bason's  report  and 
am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Conroy, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  J.  E.  Goldsboeough, 

Commanding  U.  IS.  8.  Florida,  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  Restless, 
Off  BulPs  Bay,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  28th  instant,  I  proceeded 
in  charge  of  an  armed  boat  of  this  ship  to  the  channel  of  Santee  River 
and  followed  its  tortuous  course  about  5  miles,  where  I  found  the  rebel 
schooners.  I  boarded  the  first  one  and  found  her  deserted.  In  the 
meantime  1  noticed  the  sails  of  the  second  being  lowered  and  instantly 
started  for  her,  but  before  I  arrived  the  crew  had  left.  She  was  a 
schooner  of  about  50  tons  burden  and  having  a  cargo  of  some  500  or  600 
bushels  of  corn  meal;  her  name  was  defaced. 

I  set  her  on  Are  and  returned  to  the  first  one,  whose  name  was  par- 
tially scraped  ofi',  and  no  papers  found  on  board  either  of  them.  I  suc- 
ceeded, however,  in  making  out  her  name,  which  proved  to  be  Lydia 
and  Mary.  She  is  a  schooner  of  60  tons  burden,  and  had  a  cargo  of  rice 
3  sacks  of  corn,  and  2  coils  of  rope.  By  the  almost  superhuman  exer- 
tions ot  my  boat's  crew  I  succeeded  in  towing  her  some  3^  miles,  wbeu 
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we  got  aground,  and  I  was  obliged  to  await  the  high  water  in  the 
morning.  Alter  removing  her  from  the  shoals,  so  much  time  had  expired 
in  taking  her  to  the  bar  opposite  the  channel  that  I  had  to  await  the 
flood  tide,  that  I  might  be  able  to  run  her  over  the  bar.  In  trying  to 
haul  her  over  I  lost  the  kedge  anchor  and  her  starboard  anchor  with  10 
fathoms  chain.  A  strong  tide  against  her  course  and  a  head  wind  pre- 
vented me  from  arriving  sooner. 

The  men  under  my  charge  performed  their  laborious  duties  cheer- 
fully and  without  a  murmur. 

There  were  farmhouses  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  schooner's 
anchorage  and  McClellan's  Point,  with  an  encampment  of  about  600 
men. 

Hoping  that  I  have  gained  your  approbation, 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eason, 

Acting  Master^ s  Mate. 

A(!ting  Volunteer  Lieuteiiant  Ooinmanding  Edward  Oonroy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Baric  Bestlesti. 


Report  of  Commander  Ooldsborough,  if,  6'.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Florida,  regarding  naval  affairn  off  Charlenton,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
Off  Charleston,  March  30,  1862. 
FLAG-OFFirBR :  Late  this  evening  the  bark  Restless,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Oonroy,  aucliored  otf  Oliarlestou  with  his  second  prize,  Lydia 
and.  Mary,  which  he  captured  on  the  29th  instant,  in  (Jape  Komain 
Passage,  from  Sautee,  bound  to  Charleston,  loaded  with  rice  and  corn 
meal. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Conroy  informs  me  that  he  has  sunk  three 
schooners  in  the  passage,  stoi)pingup  completely  for  the  time  being  the 
inland  water  communication  from  Santee  to  Charleston.  The  Restless 
being  short  of  provisions,  leaking  very  badly  ou  her  spar  deck  and 
bends,  being  also  short  of  many  articles  that  we  are  not  able  to  supply, 
and  having  many  prisoners  and  contrabands  on  board,  I  have  directed 
him  to  ])roceed  to  Port  Koyal  with  the  Lydia  and  Mary  and  report  to 
you.  1  shall  dispatch  the  Onward  immediately  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Restless  off  Bull's  Bay. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  my  boilers  are  getting  in  a  very  bad 
condition,  requiring  overhauling  and  repairing.  My  coal  is  short, 
having  about  60  tons  only  remaining,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to 
return  to  Port  lioyal  iu  about  a  week  to  repair  my  boilers  and  coal.  I 
ask  your  permission  to  do  so,  and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■I.  It.  Goldsborough, 
Commander,  U.  N.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer. 
Elag-OfBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  8outh  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Kn<;Iosed  you  will  tiud  a  late  Charleston  paper. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  IJu  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  direction  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  Bull's  Hay, 
and  iStono. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Foyal  Harbor,  iS.  C,  March  30,  1862. 
Tbouffh  you  may  not  liave  obtained  all  tlie  coal  you  desire,  1  have  to 
request  that  you  will  sail  in  tlie  morning  and  assume  the  direction  of 
the  blockade  of  Charleston,  Bull's  Bay,  and  Stono,  making  the  best 
disposition  you  can  of  whatever  force  you  may  have  from  day  to  day. 
In  consequence  of  some  alarm  at  Edisto,  as  1  informed  you,   the 
Snmpter  was  sent  there  from  off  Charleston,  but  was  then  dispatched 
here  with  reports  to  the  army. 

Those  alarms  have  been  repeated,  and  a  boat  from  the  Bale  informs 
me  the  pickets  have  been  driven  in  there — I  mean  at  Edisto.  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Ehind  may  require  another  vessel,  and  T  have  to 
direct  that  on  your  arrival  off  Charleston  you  will  order  the  Sumpter  to 
return  to  Edisto  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Khind.  The 
Sumpter  has  but  little  coal,  and  little  provision.  I  will  endeavor  to 
supply  her  at  Edisto,  but  if  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind  can  8i)are 
her  she  can  come  here.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pattison  lias  been 
most  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in  blockading  continually  for 
sixty  days. 

Leaving  all  to  your  zeal  and  [discretion], 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
•  Fluff- Officer. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardnee, 

U.  /iS.  (S'.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  determined  to  send  the  Dale 
into  Edisto,  so  that  when  it  is  necessary  to  send  the  Sumpter  for  coal 
and  provisions,  please  let  her  come  direct  to  Port  Uoyal.  When  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  I'attison  left  here  on  Friday  bethought  he  could 
hold  out  a  week. 

S.  F.  D.  P. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Oil  Font,  U.  IS.  Navy,  regarding  measures  of  defenxe  in  the  waters  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Headquaeters  Expbditionaey  Coeps, 

Port  Royal,  !S.  C,  March  30,  1862. 

Commodore:  Yours  of  yesterday  was  received  by  the  hands  of 
Captain  C.  E.  P.  Rodgers. 

General  Yiele  expressing  himself  sanguine  as  to  the  necessity  of 
placing  hulks  in  the  Savannah,  and  having  no  suitable  boat  to  do  it 
with,  1  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  ask  you  for  the  tugboats  for  tliat 
])arpose.  T  ])resume  that  the  general  will  be  careful  and  not  hazard 
these  boats  to  tlie  fire  of  the  rebel  navy  if  it  possibly  can  be  avoided. 
I  am  very  thankful  to  you  for  your  willingness  and  readiness  in  furnish- 
ing them. 

1  really  am  not  aware  of  General  Viele's  meaning  in  expressing  his 
fears  for  the  safety  of  the  blockading  fleet  in  case  of  an  attack  of  the 
alleged  ironclad  gunboats.  I  entertained  hopes  that  you  would  inter- 
pret it,  and  therefore  sent  yon  a  <',opy. 
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Captain  Rodgers  has  spoken  of  the  propriety  of  sending  the  Dale  to 
North  Edisto,  instead  of  detaining  her  at  Otter  Island.  I  think  that 
would  be  an  excellent  arrangement,  as  I  consider  North  Edisto  com- 
paratively weak,  considering  the  flank  and  rear  of  that  position  and  its 
proximity  to  Charleston.  Otter  Island,  as  now  arnied  and  garrisoned, 
I  consider  strong  enough  to  resist  any  force  that  can  be  brought 
against  it. 

Captain  K.  has  also  sj)oken  of  the  sloop  of  war  now  at  Tybee.  I 
consider  Tybee  sufficiently  armed  to  stop  any  vessels  endeavoring  to 
pass  through  that  channel,  except  ironclad  vessels;  and  if  that  ship 
can  be  put  to  a  better  service  I  would  certainly  recommend  it. 

As  to  the  gunboats  in  Mud  and  Wright's  rivers,  it  is  hard  to  say 
what  is  sufBcient  there.  The  batteries  were  established  in  the  Savan- 
nah Eiver  with  the  understanding  that  the  approaches  through  Mud, 
Wright's,  and  New  rivers  were  to  be  covered  by  gunboats.  We  have 
no  force  that  can  prevent  th».se  batteries  being  taken  in  rear  by  three 
different  approaches  unless  stationed  on  Hog  Marsh  and  the  mainland 
about  Ked  Bluff.  The  first  is  out  of  the  question,  from  the  nature  of 
the  ground;  the  second  would  require  a  larger  force,  considering  the 
liability  of  being  assailed  by  an  overwhelming  force  from  Savannah 
and  Hardeeville,  than  I  am  prepared  to  send  there.  The  occasional 
appearance  of  a  gunboat  in  New  River,  therefore,  I  have  always  deemed 
important  and  necessary.  A  gunboat  to  sweep  Upper  Wriglit's  River 
is  also  important  and  necessary;  and  the  two  now  lying  in  Mud  River, 
to  i)revent  an  assault  from  that  direction,  are  certainly  no  more  than 
sufficient.  If  there  are  any  ironclad  boats  to  assail  us,  I  have  not  suf- 
ficient knoA-ledge  of  the  effects  of  that  si)ecies  of  vessel  to  say  what 
such  a  contingency  would  demand. 

I  am,  commodore,  with  highest  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Flag-OfQcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  Wahanli. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  T)n  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Truxtun,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Dale,  regarding  a  change  of  station  from 
St.  Helena  Sound  to  North  IJdisto,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  30, 1862. 

Sir:  General  Sherman  is  of  opinion  that  the  Dale  is  not  necessary 
to  the  protection  of  the  garrison  at  Otter  Island,  and  seems  desirous 
that  I  should  increase  the  naval  force  at  Edisto. 

You  will,  with  the  Dale  under  your  command,  proceed  to  North 
Edisto  and  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader, 
for  service  in  that  river.  The  steamer  which  takes  this  dispatch  will 
carry  the  provisions  required  by  you. 

I  take  occasion  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  zealous  and  efficient 
manner  with  which  you  have  discharged  your  duties  while  holding  St. 
Helena  Sound. 

I  will  write  to  the  Bureau  in  reference  to  the  sails  for  your  vessel. 
The  requisition  of  which  you  speak  in  one  of  your  late  communications 
was  forwarded. 

The  transport  steamer  is  to  tow  you  out  and  into  Edisto. 
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I  have  received  your  report  on  the  charge  made  by  the  United  States 
resident  agent,  through  his  clerk,  against  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  of 
your  vessel,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  forward«d  to  Lieu  ten  ant-Oolonel 
W.  H.  Reynolds. 

The  charge  in  this  case  seems  to  have  had  little  foundation,  and  the 
explanation  given  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Gommaudiug  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

U.  IS.  Ship  Dale.,  St.  Helena  Sound. 


Letter  from  Flag-Offi^.cr  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  lihind, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Dale  to  his  com- 
mand in  North  Edisto. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  March  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  received  during  my  absence  from  Port  Royal  several 
interesting  communications  from  you,  detailing  events  in  North  Edisto, 
which  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  before  of  acknowledging. 

General  Sherman  appears  to  apprehend  an  attack  upon  the  part  of 
the  enemy  in  North  Edisto,  and  as  the  Dale  is  no  longer  re(iuired  for 
the  protection  of  the  batteries  on  Otter  Island,  I  have  determined  to 
send  her*  to  you. 

I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  send  you  the  Ellen.  She 
is  at  Jacksonville,  very  much  in  want  of  repairs.  I  have,  however, 
directed  the  Sumpter  to  return  to  Port  Royal,  and  will  dispatch  her  by 
Edisto  after  she  has  received  her  provisions  and  repaired. 

If  you  desire  to  come  to  Port  Royal  in  the  Crusader  after  the  Sumpter 
arrives  at  Edisto,  or  if  you  deem  the  Dale  sufficient  without  the  Sumpter, 
you  can  do  so,  returning  to  Edisto  so  soon  as  you  have  filled  up. 
RespectfuUj',  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Gommaudiug  A.  G.  Rhind, 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  North  Edisto. 


Report  of  JAeutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  orders 
issued  in  relation  to  the  De  Costa  affair-. 


United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Fin.,  March  31,  1862. 


Sir:  On  Saturday  last  I  wrote  you  by  the  steamer  Darlington,  giv- 
ing you  an  account  of  what  had  been  accomplished  up  to  that  date. 

This  morning  I  sent  Gaptain  Ammeu  in  the  Seneca  to  Orange  Mills, 
to  attend  to  the  De  Gosta  affair,  and  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my 
orders  to  him,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

We  are  greatly  in  want  of  provisions,  coal,  etc. 

Captain  Ammen  has  succeeded  in  getting  the  two  guns  which  wei;e 
sunk  some  10  or  12  miles  below  Jacksonville. 
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Everything  remains  quiet  here,  though  we  have  reason  to  believe  the 
enemy  are  concentrating  a  force  of  some  2,500  men  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

Itespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  and  /Senior  Officer  Fresent. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

(Jommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  30,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Seneca  under  your  command 
to  Orange  Mills,  at  as  early  an  hour  as  is  practicable  to-morrow,  to 
carry  out  the  intentions  signified  in  the  notices  I  have  handed  to  you. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  person  known  as  Dr.  Mays  is  the  one 
responsible  for  the  abduction  of  Be  Oosta.    If,  upon  investigation,  you 
And  this  to  be  the  fact,  his  premises  alone  are  to  be  destroyted,  slTould 
this  be  necessary.    If  others  are' implicated  in  the  matter,  1  leave  it  to 
your  discretion  to  do  what  is  right  and  Just. 

On  your  return,  please  make  a  written  report  of  your  jlroceedings 
to  nie. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Daniel  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  response  to  request  for  infor- 
mation regarding  the  gunboats  in  Wright's  Miver,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrighfs  River,  South  Carolina,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  29th  instant,  requiring  certain  information  in  regard  to 
the  gunboats  at  this  place. 

The  draft  of  the  supposed  ironclad  vessel  is  unknown.  Should  it 
exceed  8  feet  G  inches  (8J  feet)  she  could  not  reach  the  E.  B.  Hale  or 
Western  World  at  high  water  of  the  ordinary  spring  tides.  With  a 
less  draft  she  could  approach  from  Savannah  Eiver  through  Mud  River 
to  the  boom,  300  yards  distant  from  the  E,  B.  Rale  and  500  from  the 
Western  World.  The  boom  is  a  temporary  obstruction  only.  But 
without  leaving  the  deep  water  of  the  Savannah  Eiver  she  can  approach 
within  1,600  yards  of  those  vessels. 

This  vessel  in  her  present  position  could  not  give  any  aid  to  the  bat- 
teries if  attacked  from  the  westward. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  four  guns  on  the  shore  opposite  the  E.  B. 
Hale  would  be  more  effective  for  protecting  the  Venus  Point  battery 
and  the  lauding  in  Mud  River  th;in  the  nine  guns  of  the  Bale  and 
Western  World,  to  say  nothing  of  the  better  security  for  the  men.  I 
believe  that  Captain  John  Ilamiltou,  chief  of  artillery  of  General  Sher- 
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man's  division,  eutertains,  with  myself,  the  opinion  that  the  gunboats 
are  almost  useless  for  aiding  the  batteries. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-OfiBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Truxtun,  U.  S.  Navy,  calling  attention  to  the  unpro- 
tected condition  of  the  Sotith  JSdisto  River. 

TJ.  S.Snip  Dale, 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  3()th  instant.  I  shall  pro- 
ceed with  this  ship  to  tlie  North  Edisto  as  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  with  tlie  provisions. as  possible. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  exposed  and  unpro- 
tected condition  of  the  South  Edisto  River.  There  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent steamers  from  entering  it  at  any  time  and  moving  their  cargoes 
up  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the  railroad.  The  earthworks  on  Big  Bay 
Point  are  in  good  condition,  one  or  two  guns  placed  in  them,  with  not 
more  than  two  companies,  would  eft'ectually  seal  up  its  only  channel, 
which  passes  witliin  easy  range  of  tlie  lightest  caliber.  1  have  called 
the  attention  of  the  commander  of  this  post  to  the  fact  and  he  has,  I 
believe,  yrritten  to  General  Shermau  on  the  subject. 

I  am  quite  sure  there  is  water  enough  for  a  short  and  light-draft 
guTiboat  to  ascend  the  South  Edisto  to  Jehossee  Island,  the  base  of 
the  rebel  operations;  if  so,  that  islatid  could  be  rendered  untenable  by 
the  enemy,  who  would  be  obliged  to  fall  back  on  the  mainland,  thus 
leaving  all  of  the  Edisto  islands  protected  by  the  river  from  sudden 
attack. 

If  the  general  commanding  decides  to  occupy  Big  Bay  Point,  I  do 
not  think  there  will  be  the  least  necessity  for  a  vessel  in  this  neighl)or- 
hood,  unless   you  should  wish  to  cairy  on  operations  farther  \\\)  the 
South  Edisto  in  conjunction  with  the  force  in  the  North  Edisto. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

W.  T.  Truxtxtn, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohi- 
can, regarding  immediate  departure  froni  St.  Simon's  Sound  to  Wassaw, 
as  directed. 


U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
St.  Simonh  Sound,  March  31,  1862. 


-  board,  and 

ot  course,  under  the  information  you  give  me,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
keep  up  considerable  steam. 

My  provisions  are  also  very  low;    a  prompt  siii)ply  of  coal,  at  all 
events,  will  be  absolutely  necessary.     1  shall  direct  Lieutenant  Com- 
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manding  Balch  to  remove  the  railroad  iron  from  the  Jekyl  Island  fort, 
although  1  do  not  believe  the  rebels  would  attempt  to  occupy  the  place 
other  than  as  sharpshooters  and  as  a  means  of  attaok  upon  boats.  The 
rails  are  valuable  and  I  will  have  them  cared  for,  to  be  removed  when 
convenient.    The  battery  I  will  direct  to  be  blown  up. 

I  have  furnished  some  old  muskets  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Balch,  to  be  given  to  the  contrabands  now  on  shore  for  their  protection 
from  night  attacks. 

I  trust  that  a  small  vessel  be  sent  at  once  to  Doboy  Island.  This 
will  place  St.  Simon's  Island  under  control  of  our  vessels.  Other 
contrabands  are  arriving.  1  write  in  haste  in  order  not  to  detain  the 
Bibb,  and  hope  to  reach  Wassaw  by  to-night. 

The  Pocahontas  is  greatly  in  want  of  coal  and  provisions,  and  should 
be  supplied  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Oflacer  S.  F.  Dxi  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcadinf/  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  copy  of  my  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch. 


Instructions  from  Commander  Oodon,  TI.  S,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Balch, 
U.  8.  Navy,  in  view  of  a  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  former  from  St. 
Simon's  Sound. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
St.  Simon''s  Sotmd,  March  31,  1862, 
SiE :  Under  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief,  I  shall  leave  here 
at  once.  You  will  therefore  remain  in  charge.  I  wish  you  would,  with 
as  large  a  force  as  you  can,  at  once  remove  the  railroad  iron  from  the 
bombproof  on  the  fort  of  Jekyl  Island  and  place  it  in  some  convenient 
spot  above  high-water  mark  for  shipment,  after  which  blow  uj)  the 
casemates.  It  would  be  well  to  send  your  launch  from  time  to  time 
some  distance  up  the  inland  passage  of  St.  Simon's  Island  to  recon- 
noiter,  using  every  caution  prudence  would  suggest,  to  obtain  informa- 
tion as  to  movements  about  the  island.  I  leave  in  your  charge  the 
little  colony  of  contrabands,  and  shall  urge  upon  the  commander  in 
chief  the  necessity  of  sending  a  vessel  to  Doboy,  subject  to  your  orders. 
I  send  eight  flint-lock  muskets,  which  yon  can  distribute  to  the  contra- 
bands for  self-protection  from  night  attacks,  which,  however,  I  do  not 
anticipate.  1  know  you  will  give  every  encouragement  to  the  contra- 
bands to  push  forward  their  cultivation  and  so  prove  themselves  self- 
supporting.  I  shall  call  attention  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  your 
want  of  coal  and  provisions.  We  have  now  been  closely  engaged  in 
the  same  work  for  nearly  a  month,  and  on  separating  from  you  for  a 
time  allow  me  to  tender  to  you,  as  well  as  to  your  officers  and  men,  my 
thanks  for  your  ready  and  efficient  aid  in  all  our  operations  and  the 
cheerful  spirit  you  have  always  evinced  in  whatever  work  your  ship 
was  called  upon  to  perform. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  GODON, 

Commander  and,  Senior  Officer  Prenent. 

[Lieutenant  Ct.  B.  Balch,  U.  S.  iSTavy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  '8.  Pocahontas.] 
N  w  E — VOL  12 H 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  8.  Navy,  stating  the  cause  of  the  deten- 
tion of  the  steamer  Darlington,  and  announcing  success  in  securing  the 
yacht  America.  •» 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Jachsonville,  Fla,,  March  31,  1862. 
My  Dear  Captain  :  I  hope  you  will  appreciate  the  motives  which 
have  induced  me  to  keep  the  Darlington  mxA  Mr.  [James  O.]  Mattair  so 
long  away  from  you.    Mr.  M.  started  in  the  Darlington  last  Saturday, 
expecting  to  reach  Fernandina,  in  search  of  theflag-officer;  but  learning 
that  the  flagship  had  gone  to  Port  lioyal,  the  Darlington,  with  the  boats 
of  the  Wabash,  followed  him  there,  leaving  Mr.  Mattair  on  board  the 
Belvidere,  off  St.  John's  Bar.    Without  his  assistance  I  could  not  have 
moved  toward  the  interior;  with  it,  I  have  gone  some  120  miles  inland, 
and  have  done,  I  hope,  some  good.    We  have  succeeded,  among  other 
things,  in  getting  the  yacht  America. 
Tours,  sincerely, 

T.  H.  Stevens. 
Captain  P.  Deayton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  the  St.  Mary's. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy, 
to  furnish  to  the  Department  reports  of  vessels  boarded  and  the  stations 
of  blockading  squadron. 

ifAVY  Dbpaetment,  March  31,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Flag-OflScer 
McKean  on  the  6th  September  last,  directing  that  weekly  report  of 
vessels  boarded  and  spoken  be  sent  to  the  Department.  It  does  not 
appear  on  record  that  you  were  requested  to  send  similar  reports. 
Your  attention  is,  however,  called  to  it,  and  you  will  have  them  regu- 
larly forwarded.  You  will  also  be  pleased  to  prepare  and  transmit  to 
the  Department  every  fortnight  a  statement  of  the  respective  stations 
of  the  several  vessels  composing  your  squadron. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Ofacer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 

[Enclosurt!.] 

Navy  Department,  September  6,  1801. 
SiE:  Direct  the  commander  of  each  vessel  under  your  command  to 
furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement  weekly  of  each  and  every  vessel 
seen  and  boarded,  Avith  date,  name,  name  of  captain,  nationality,  posi- 
tion, cargo,  where  from,  where  bound,  and  such  other  reinarks  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary.  All  commanders  will  take  care  to  examine  the 
character  of  every  vessel  within  tlieir  reach.  You  will  send  a  copy  of 
these  reports  to  the  Department  as  opj)ortunity  occurs,  with  explana- 
tions, if  any  vessel  shall  be  seen  and  not  thoroughly  examined.  »  *  * 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

„     ^  .    TKr   TIT-  -,T  T^  ^('^'ii^S  Secretary. 

Captam  W.  W.  McKean, 

Appointed  Flag-Officer,  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officers  McKean,  Farragut, 
and  bn  Font,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  alleged  violations,  of  the  hlocTcade 
of  Charleston,  S.  0.  ■> 

Naty  Department,  March  31, 1862. 

Sir:  It  is  represented  that  vessels  frequently  run  the  blockade  at 
Charleston,  and  that  a  constant,  if  not  extensive,  communication  in  kept 
up  between  that  port  and  Nassau,  [New  Providence].  Small  vessels 
loaded  with  cotton  are  represented  as  arriving  almost  daily  at  Havana. 

The  sensitiveness  that  exists  in  regard  to  the  blockade,  and  every- 
thing that  indicates  commercial  intercourse  with  the  people  blockaded, 
renders  it  necessary  there  should  be  unremitting  vigilance  to  prevent 
such  intercourse.  While  the  Department  desires  to  and  must  confide 
to  the  flag-ofiBcers  the  disposition  and  ariangement  of  the  vessels  com- 
posing their  respective  squadrons,  and  has  every  reason  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  manner  in  which  your  duties  have  been  discharged,  it  has 
deemed  it  not  improper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  alleged  intercourse 
at  Charleston.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  much  exaggeration  in  the 
matter,  but  every  precaution  should  be  used. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Oflflcer  Wm.  W.  McKean, 

Gomdg.  East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Key  West,  FJa. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Ship  Island. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to*  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  masters  and  crews  of  British  vessels  sent  in  for  adjudica- 
tion. 

Kavt  Department,  April  i,  1862. 
Sib  :  Complaint  has  been  made  by  the  English  minister  of  the  sej)- 
aration  of  masters  and  crews  of  vessels  seized  for  violation  of  the 
blockade  and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  claiming  that  it  is  not  regular, 
and  may  be,  especially  as  regards  the  master,  attended  with  serious 
detriment  to  the  owners. 

So  far  as  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  the  officers  and  crews  will  be 
kept  together  and  will  be  sent  into  port  with  the  prize. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Commander  Drayton,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Rockwell, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hope,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to 
St.  John's  Bar,  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  April  1,  1862. 

Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  in  the  Hope  to  St.  John's 
Bar,  and  from  there  send  Master's  Mate  Kedding,  with  one  of  your 
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boats,  armed,  to  Jacksonville  or  any  nearer  place  where  one  of  our  gun- 
boats can  be  found.  When  he  has  performed  this  duty,  you  will  return 
to  this  place.  ^ 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  Setnor  Officer  at  Fernandina. 

Acting  Master  Jno.  B.  Eookwell, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Hope,  Fernandina. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Lanier,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  (I.  8.  8.  Alabumii,  to  proceed  to  8t.  8imon^s  8ound, 
Georgia,  and  relieve  the  U..  8.  8.  Pocahontan. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  1,  1862. 
Sib:  You  will  please  proceed  to  St.  Simon's,  Ga.,  with  the  Alabama 
under  your  command  and  relieve  tiie  Pocahontas,  Lieutenant  Oommand- 
ing  Balch,  dispatching  him  here  for  coal  and  supplies. 

You  will  obtain  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Balch  all  the  neces- 
sary information  connected  with  the  occupation  of  those  waters  while- 
held  by  Commander  Godon  and  himself,  giving  protection  to  a  colony 
of  (!outrabands  already  formed  on  St.  Simon's  Island. 

Acting  Master  Godfrey  will  go  on  board  of  you  to  pilot  you  out  of 
this  harbor  and  into  St.  Simon's.     I'leasfe  see  that  he  returns  in  the 
Pocahofitas.     He  iulbrms  me  that  in  order  to  be  at  the  Brunswick  Bar 
in  proper  time,  you  should  leave  here  by  9  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  l)u  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  E.  Lanier,  * 

U.  8.  8.  Alabama,  8outh  Cnrolina. 


Report  of  F lug-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  condition  of 
light-houses  on  the  Soi'thern  coast. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  During  a  recent  cruise  in  this  ship  on  the  coast,  extending  as  far 
south  as  Mosquito  Inlet,  east  Florida,  I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  the  light-houses  as  left  by  the  rebels,  believing  such 
information  would  be  of  interest  to  the  Light-House  Board. 

1st.  The  tower  at  Cape  liomain  is  standing,  but  the  lantern  and  iron 
railing  at  top  were  all  broken  and  the  apparatus  itself  ruthlessly 
destroyed,  the  blockading  officer  who  landed  under  it  having  picked 
up  the  prisms. 

2d.  The  structure  at  Bull's  Bay  seems  to  have  been  treated  in  the 
same  way;  everything  recklessly  broken,  down  to  the  oil  cans,  etc. 

3d.  At  Charleston  the  tower  was  blown  up  last  winter. 

4th.  At  St.  Helena  the  tower  was  likewise  blown  u]).  Immediately 
after  our  occupation  here,  portions  of  the  lens  were  recovered  and  sent 
north. 

5th.  At  Tybee  the  Board  is  aware  that  the  tower  is  standing,  but  the 
interior  was  burned  and  the  lantern  much  Injured.  It  is  presumed  the 
lens  was  taken  to  Savannah. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        693 

6tli.  At  Little  Cumberland  the  tower  and  lantern  are  uninjured. 
The  lens,  with  that  of  St.  Simon's,  was  carefully  packed  and  sent  to 
Brunswick,  but  the  commanding  officer  there,  Cohiuiyuder  Godon,  has 
not  been  able  to  find  them  in  the  store  indicated  by  the  light-house 
keeper  at  Little  Cumberland. 

8th.  The  tower  and  lantern  at  Fernandina  remain  in  good  order,  but 
the  lens  has  not  been  recovered;  it  is  said  to  have  been  taken  to 
Tallahassee. 

9tb.  At  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's  both  the  new  and  the  old  towers 
are  standing,  the  new  one  in  good  order.  The  officer  holding  the  St. 
John's  River,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  has  orders  to  search 
for  the  apparatus  and  collect  all  the  aids  to  navigation.  Many  of  the 
buoys  have  been  found,  including  the  bell  buoy. 

10th.  At  St.  Augustine  the  tower  is  in  perfect  order.  The  rebel  col- 
lector, who  remained,  at  first  denied  knowing  where  the  apparatus  was, 
but  on  my  having  him  arrested,  and  with  orders  to  have  him  kept  on 
board  the  gunboat  in  the  harbor  until  it  was  produced,  he  dispatched 
carts  to  the  country  and  it  has  been  brought  in,  together  with  the 
apparatus  belonging  to  the  Cape  Canaveral  light-house.  They  seemed 
to  have  been  carefully  packed  and  are  now  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson,  on  board  the  Isaac  Smith. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  intentions  of  the  Board  as  to  relighting  this 
coast,  nor  am  1  prepared  to  make  any  suggestions  in  reference  to  it. 
Where  we  have  an  inside  blockade,  as  at  Bull's  Bay,  Edisto,  St.  Helena, 
Tybee,  Brunswick,  Fernandina,  St.  John's  Eiver,  and  St.  Augustine,  it 
could  be  doHe  with  security,  excepting,  perhaps,  Bull's  Bay.  There  is, 
however,  no  commerce  yet,  and  the  men-of-war  and  transports  have 
pilots.  A  regular  buoy  tender,  to  avoid  the  chartering  of  a  vessel, 
might  be  of  service.  On  the  whole,  we  are  getting  on  well,  and  this 
work  might  be  commenced  more  advantageously  later. 

May  I  ask  how  are  the  people  in  the  Port  Eoyal  light  vessel  to  be 
paid?  The  captain  came  yesterday  to  see  me  about  it.  As  yet  they 
have  had  nothing.  As  you  are  aware,  directing  expenditures  outside 
of  the  regular  expenditures,  even  in  time  of  war,  is  difficult  to  accom- 
plish, but  these  men  are  suffering. 

With  my  best  respects  to  the  individual  members  of  the  Board,  and 
cordial  regards  to  yourself, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

[Superintendent  Light-House  Board.] 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  JAeutenant  Dowries,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Huron,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charleston, 
8.  V. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  ().,  April  2,  1862. 
SiE:  Ton  will  please  proceed,  with  the  Huron  under  your  command, 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  duty  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  8usquehanna. 
Eespectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  DowNES, 

JJ.  8.  Ounboat  Huron,  Port  Eoyal. 
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Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  opera- 
tions of  the  U.  S.  S.  Onward  in  BidVs  Bay,  South  Carolina,  April 
2-lS,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  2,  1862. 
SiE:  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels,  detailing  proceedings  at  Bull's  Bay.  He 
crossed  the  bar  with  the  Onward  on  the  7th  ultimo  and  anchored  within 
SOO  yards  of  the  light-house  on  Bull's  Island  and  opened  fire  on  a  small 
work  situated  about  60  yards  to  the  southward  of  the  light-house. 
Shortly  after  he  landed  in  his  boats,  covered  by  the  guns  of  the  Onward. 
The  rebels  fired  upon  the  party,  but,  not  awaiting  an  attack,  escaped 
from  the  island  tothe  mainland. 

The  Omcard  ha,s  now  complete  command  of  the  channel,  so  that  no 
vessel  can  either  enter  or  go  out. 

One  schooner  attempted  to  pass  in,  not  awqre  of  a  blockading  ship 
being  inside  the  bar,  but,  on  discovering  its  mistake  in  time,  tacked 
and  ran  down  the  coast,  when  she  was  discovered  by  the  Huron  and 
run  on  shore. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Sifip  Onward, 

Bull's  Bay,  April  9,  1862. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  arrived  here  on  the  2d  of 
this  mouth,  and  on  the  evening  of  tlie  -Ith  I  went  in  my  boat  to  examine 
the  channel  to  Bull's  Bay  and  also  the  island;,  but  discovering  nothing 
of  importance  that  night,  I  returned  to  the  ship,  and  on  the  following 
afternoon  I  again  started  in  the  gig,  accompanied  by  the  first  cutter. 

On  nearingthe  fortification,  situated  about  50  yards  to  the  southward 
of  tlie  light-house,  I  noticed  indications  of  the  island  being  occupied, 
and  pulled  to  within  100  yards  of  the  beach,  and  succeeded  in  drawing 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  to  the  extent  of  about  fifteen  shots  without  injur- 
ing anyone.  Being  uncertain  of  the  number  on  the  island,  and  dark- 
ness coming  on,  we  retired  to  the  ship. 

On  iSunday  afternoon  made  a  sail  in  the  oiling,  chased  and  boarded 
the  schooner  Henry  Nutt,  from  New  York,  bound  to  North  Edisto; 
returned  and  anchored  near  the  bar. 

Monday  morning,  the  7th,  I  went  in  and  sounded  and  buoyed  the 
channel  to  Bull's  Bay,  and  at  1.30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded 
in  over  the  bar  (touching  slightly  in  doing  so)  and  came  to  anclior  in 
4  fathoms  within  800  yards  of  the  light  house;  opened  fire  on  the  fort 
and  woods  near  the  beach  to  see  if  the  enemy  (if  any)  could  be  driven 
out.  After  firing  a  couple  of  broadsides,  I  then  started  with  _tho  gig 
and  first  cutter  to  make  a  landing,  and  on  uearing  the  beach  we  were 
again  fired  upon  from  the  fort.  I  then  sent  back  the  first  cutter  with 
instructions  to  Mr.  Dill,  the  second  otiicer  in  charge  of  the  ship,  to 
throw  a  few  more  shell  and  cover  our  landing,  which  he  did  (he  seeing 
the  enemy  from  the  ship  prepared  to  dispute  our  landing,  and  we  not 
able  to  see  them,  owing  tothe  high  bank)  by  throwing  shell  among  them 
just  as  we  were  landing,  which  lauding  we  accomplished  as  soon  as 
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possible,  but  too  late  to  prevent  them  from  escaping  to  the  mainland 
from. the  opposite  side  of  the  island  in  boats,  setting  fire  to  a  house  in 
their  hasty  flight,  which  we  discovered  (next  day,  8th)  to  belong  to  W. 
H.  Whilden,  the  former  keeper  of  the  light  house.  On  9th,  sent  parties 
on  the  island,  and  after  a  thorough  search  found  it  to  be  entirely 
abandoned.  We  are  now  lying  inside  the  bar  at  anchor  in  4  fathoms 
of  water  within  about  800  yards  of  the  HghtThouse,  having  complete 
comnmnd  of  the  channel,  so  that  no  vessel  can  enter  or  go  out. 

Although  1  am  aware  that  we  are  liable  to  be  attacked  by  steamers 
from  Charleston  by  the  inland  passage,  yet  we  are  fully  prepared,  and 
by  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  we  feel  able  to  resist  any  attack  they  may 
make  on  us.  Although,  of  course,  you  are  aware  that  we  can  not  ma- 
neuver a  sailing  [vessel]  as  we  could  a  steamer,  being  only  able  to  bring 
our  guns  to  bear  by  means  of  springs.  A  steamer  could  anchor  inside 
here  and  go  out  at  any  time  over  the  bar,  as  there  is  from  14  to  16  feet 
of  water  at  low  tide.  I  would  further  add  that  I  have  on  several  occa 
sions  seen  lights  flashed  from  the  mainland,  which  I  consider  signals. 
Having  endeavored  to  do  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  I  trust 
my  actions  in  the  matter  will  meet  your  approbation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Onward. 

Commander  Goldsboeough, 

Or  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 

P._S. — I  hg-ve  to  report  that  this  morning  at  daylight,  April  12,  we 
made  a  schooner  bearing  about  N.  by  E.  from  us,  about  2J  miles, 
running  under  all  sail  for  Bull's  Bay. 

At  once  sprung  the  ship's  broadside  to  him.  He  did  not  appear  to 
see  us  until  we  had  done  so.  We  then  threw  a  shot  at  him,  which 
nearly  reached  him,  when  he  tacked  ship  ofishore.  We  threw  two  more 
shots  at  him  without  any  effect.  He  ran  down  the  coast,  we  not  being 
able  to  pursue,  as  the  wind  would  not  admit  of  our  getting  out.  I  would 
further  add  that  at  7 :  30  a.  m.  saw  one  of  your  steamers  in  pursuit,  and 
at  8: 10  a.  m.  saw  her  fire  a  gun  and  bring  the  schooner  to.  If  we  had 
lain  outside,  the  schooner  would  have  got  inside. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  schooner  was  chased  on  shore  by  the  Huron. 

J.  L.  Lardner. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Seneca, 

regarding  expedition  to  Orange  Mills,  Fla.,for  the  investigation  of  the 

De  Costa  affair. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  2, 1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  I  got  underway  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  following  day,  and  at 
about  3  p.  m.  anchored  off  the  Orange  Mills. 

Mr.  Sproston,  the  first  lieutenant  of  this  vessel,  went  on  shore  with 
armed  boats  and  was  met  by  a  Mr.  Crews,  who  handed  him  a  letter 
marked  "A." 
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After  due  consideration,  and  aware  that  the  object  of  a  visit  was  not 
the  destruction  of  property,  but  a  practical  exhibition  of  our  power,  as 
well  as  a  disposition  to  use  it  with  strict  jrtstice,  at  least,  if  not  with 
actual  generosity,  1  did  not  injure  the  jiroperty  of  Dr.  Mays  or  other 
persons,  but  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Crews,  who  promised  to 
forward  it  to  Dr.  Mays  without  delay,  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is 
appended  and  marked  "B." 

Upon  the  reply  of  Dr.  Mays,  or  upon  default,  further  action  may  be 
taken  if  desirable. 

On  the  morning  of  April  1  three  slaves  belonging  to  Mr.  Byar  came 
on  board.  On  examination  1  was  told  that  their  master  was  too  old  to 
serve  and  that  two  of  his  sons  were  in  the. rebel  Army.  About  noon 
Mr,  Byar  arrived,  and  having  satished  myself  that  his  sons  in  the  rebel 
service  were  not  minors,  I  remanded  the  men  to  him. 

On  the  morning  of  April  2  eight  men  came  on  board,  and  having 
satisfied  myself  that  their  masters  were  rebels  in  arms,  I  gave  them  a 
passage  and  they  now  await  your  orders. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state  that  during  your  absence  from 
Jacksonville  I  learned  of  two  pieces  of  field  artillery  that  had  been  sunk 
about  12  miles  below,  and  that  I  visited  the  spot,  obtaining  the  trails 
and  axles,  and  returned  to  Jacksonville  to  await  a  more  favorable 
opportunity  for  the  recovery  of  the  other  parts;  subsequently,  upon 
your  return,  by  your  direction,  I  visited  the  spot  again  and  received 
[recovered]  the  wheels  and  one  brass  C-pounder,  marked  on  base  of 

10 
breech. 786  and  on  trunnions  1837  and  C.  A.  &  Company. 
G.T. 

Also  one  old  iron  6-pound  fleldpiece,  of  English  pattern,  with  the 
wheels  belonging  to  it.  This  piece  appears  to  be  of  little  value.  With 
the  parts  before  recovered  we  have  carriages  and  guns  complete. 

The  Seneca  left  the  vicinity  of  Orange  iJills  at  8 :  30  a.  m.  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Lietdenont,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Thos.  H.  Stbvbns, 

Oommandiny  Naval  Forces  off  Jacksonville. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

March  30, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  did  not  receive  Captain  Stevens'  note  in  reference  to 
De  Costa  until  late  last  evening,  and  send  you  all  the  information  I 
have  upon  the  subject. 

De  Costa  was  a  member  of  a  company  in  the  service  of  the -Confed- 
erate States  for  the  term  of  three  years,  as  a  substitute  for  another,  and 
had  no  authority  to  be  at  the  mill.  He  was  arrested  by  a  military  man 
without  any  collusion  of  anyone  interested  in  the  Orange  Mills  property, 
and  brought  off  to  join  his  company,  without  violence  or  constraint  of 
any  kind,  so  far  as  1  know.  His  company  had  marched  before  he 
reached  here,  and  he  remained  here  several  days,  sleeping  in  the  same 
room,  eating  at  the  same  table  with  the  person  who  had  him  in  charge, 
without  any  constraint  being  placed  upon  him  so  far  as  I  know.  I  saw 
(and  when  he  left  transportation  was  furnished)  him  to  the  railroad, 
and  money  given  him  to  pay  his  expenses  to  his  friends.  Where  he  is 
now  I  do  not  know,  as  he  consulted  his  own  pleasure  after  reaching 
the  railroad. 
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I  make  this  statement  that  innocent  parties  may  not  sufler.  [As]  for 
my  own  property,  it  is  in  Captain  Stevens'  hands,  and  be  must  do  his 
pleasure.  •» 

I  hope  they  will  leave  the  graves  of  my  children  untouched,  and  Cap- 
tain Stevens  must  do  what,  as  a  naval  officer  and  gentleman,  he  feels 
to  be  his  duty. 

Should  my  property  not  be  destroyed,  I  beg  that  you  will  give  it  what 
protection  you  can.     Use  the  garden  at  your  pleasure. 

My  age  and  blindness  unfit  me  for  the  turmoil  of  a  frontier  warfare, 
and  I  go  to  the  interior. 
Very  truly, 

K.  G.  Mays. 

[Enoloaure  B.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Orange  Mills,  St.  John's  Biver,  Florida.,  April  1,  1802. 

Sir  :  T  have  been  handed  a  note,  addressed  to  Mr.  Crews,  from  you, 
under  date  of  March  30. 

The  explanation  so  far  as  stated  in  relation  to  De  Costa  appears  sat- 
isfactory, yet,  as  it  is  not  stated  that  he  had  received  no  punishment 
for  having  met  officers  of  the  Ottawa,  I  desire  to  be  more  particularly 
informed  on  that  point. 

You  will  therefore  be  good  enough  to  state  upon  honor,  and  address 
your  note  to  Captain  Thomas  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  gunboat  Ottawa, 
whether  you  know,  suspect,  or  believe  that  De  Costa  received  punish- 
ment for  holding  such  intercourse,  and  whether  you  favor  the  punish- 
ment of  persons  who  hold  such  intercourse  in  an  open  manner,  without 
reference  to  any  supposed  information  given. 

The  officers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  these  waters, 
as  elsewhere,  are  averse  to  destroying  or  interfering  with  the  rights  of 
property  or  persons,  and  are  not  disposed  to  enquire  much  into  the 
past;  they  will,  however,  not  fail  to  repress  anarchy  and  violence,  and 
in  the  end  establish  the  authority  of  the  United  States  unless  it  may 
be  in  the  Everglades  and  similar  places,  where  it  will  not  much  con- 
cern us  whether  the  lords  of  the  soil  and  waters  are  bears,  alligators, 
or  the  persons  who  flee  there.  Certainly  we  will  be  indifferent  whether 
courts  of  justice  or  post  routes  are  established;  if  the  inhabitants  are 
satisfied  we  will  be. 

We  would  recommend  for  the  consideration  of  all,  as  better  than  the 
use  of  arms  at  this  juncture,  a  simple  exercise  of  common  sense  and  to 
act  in  accordance  with  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 

Dr.  Mays, 

Orange  Mills,  St.  John^s  Biver,  Florida. 


Eeport  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  operations 
ill  St.  John's  Biver,  Florida,  and  transmitting  report  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  earthworks  .on  St.  John's  Bluff. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  3,  18t>2. 
SiE:  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  in  the  Seneca,  leaves  to-day, 
according  to  your  orders,  to  report  to  you.    The  armed  boats  of  tlie 
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Wabash  left  with  me  I  presume  have  ere  this  reached  Port  Eoyal. 
Captain  Auimen's  eervices,  always  so  distinguished,  have  been  invalu- 
able to  me  in  the  expedition  you  have  homored  nie  in  placing  under 
my  command,  and  I  part  from  him  with  great  regret.  He  arrived  here 
yesterday  from  Orange  Mills,  where  he  had  been  to  investigate  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  abduction  of  De  Costa,  the  correspondence* 
in  relation  to  which  I  herewith  enclose.  I  shall  visit  the  place  to 
receive  Doctor  Mays'  answer  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen's 
note  and  take  such  action  as  may  be  needed  in  the  way  [of  J  retributive 
justice. 

Your  communication  of  March  22  reached  me  yesterday,  I  thank 
you,  sir,  for  the  complimentary  manner  [in  which]  you  have  been  pleased 
to  speak  of  my  services.  Always  anxious  to  do  my  duty,  I  find  new 
incentive  to  exertion  in  the  cordial  recognition  from  you  of  this  desire 
on  my  part,  and  I  trust  that  in  the  future  I  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
give  you  satisfaction.  With  proper  means  I  have  no  doubt  I  shall 
succeed  in  securing  a  great  amount  of  public  property,  but  without  a 
light-draft  steamer  and  a  couple  of  boats  armed  with  howitzers  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  confine  my  operations  to  a  very  small  portion  of  the  St. 
John's  River  and  its  tributaries. 

In  regard  to  the  naval  force  required  here,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
two  gunboats,  with  the  Ellen,  will  be  sufficient  to  insure  the  objects 
you  have  in  view.  This  will  enable  me  to  keep  two  vessels  at  this 
point  and  leave  one  to  keep  moving  up  and  down  the  St.  John's  from 
Mayport  to  Palatka,  to  insure  protection  from  lawless  marauders  to 
the  iuhabitants  living  on  its  borders. 

The  llUen  is  undergoing  necessary  repairs,  which  can  be  done  here 
at  reasonable  prices  and  by  experienced  workmen.  The  rebels  in 
destroying  by  fire  the  frame  of  a  gunboat  being  built  for  their  service 
under  the  direction  of  Farraud,  late  a  commander  in  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
left  untouched  the  berth  deck  planking  of  the  vessel,  which  is  now 
being  used  for  repairing  the  mien's  hurricane  deck. 

The  repairs  to  her  upper  works,  boiler,  and  machinery  can  be  eflected 
here;  her  bottom,  you  are  aware,  is  not  coppered.  Should  you,  upon 
this  representation  deem  it  necessary  for  her  to  go  to  Port  Royal  to 
have  her  bottom  repaired,  will  you  please  send  a  substitute  in  a  vessel 
of  a  similar  class. 

I  understand  that  General  Wright  is  about  erecting  a  battery  with 
the  guns  taken  from  St.  John's  B.lufi'  by  Acting  Master  Budd,  in  the 
Mien,  near  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  as  additional  protection  to  the 
place.  I  enclose  herewith  Captain  Budd's  report  concerning  the  guns 
and  also  a  list  of  articles  taken  on  board  at  Palatka  by  my  orders.       ' 

You  will  have  been  informed  from  my  previous  communication,  as 
well  as  from  other  sources,  I  presume,  that  upon  the  river  St.  John's 
from  its  mouth  upward,  a  distance  of  some  250  miles  upon  each  side' 
including  the  towns  of  Jacksonville  and  Palatka,  the  inhabitants  are 
for  the  most  part  quite  peaceable  and  apparently  well  disposed  toward 
their  old  flag;  to  this  maybe  superadded  the  city  of  St.  Augustine 
and  the  tract  of  country  which  lies  between  it  and  the  river  St.  John's' 

The  population  of  all  this  region  which  I  have  mentioned  is  to  be 
sure,  but  a  very  small  portion  of  that  of  the  whole  State  'vet  I 
venture  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  well 
to  furnish  them  at  an  early  day  the  benefits  of  a  civil  administration 
ot  the  federal  laws.  This,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say,  can  be  done  onlv 
by  the  appointment  of  Federal  officers,  viz,  a  judge,  district  attorney, 

*  See  pp.  696,  697. 
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aiul  inarshal,  as  alfso  custom-house  officer  and  postmaster.  Questions 
are  now  (joutinually  arising,  and  which  will  naturally  multiply  as  we 
extend  our  occupation  of  the  country,  touching  seiznres,  and  the  rights 
of  property  generally  as  between  the  United  States  Government  and 
individuals.  They  have  already  been  found  to  be  in  many  cases 
embarrassing,  and  in  justice  to  the  parties  should  be  dealt  with  judi- 
cially. I  suppose  that  the  laws  of  the  General  Government  must  be 
regarded  as  in  force  in  the  State  of  Florida  as  though  no  rupture  had 
occurred,  and  that  the  appointment  of  civil  officers  is  only  necessary  to 
secure  their  execution,  so  far  as  this  portion  of  the  State  is  concerned. 

With  your  permission,  I  purpose  to  buoy  the  channel  of  the  St.  John's 
Bar,  having  found  suitable  buoys  at  this  i)lace,  and  only  require  new 
moorings  to  accomplish  the  work. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  public  feeling,  I  am  glad  to  assure  you 
that  the  policy  inaugurated  by  you  is  bringing  forth  good  fruits,  and 
the  leading  citizens  agree  with  me  in  the  belief  that  in  a  brief  while 
the  State  will  be  disenthralled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevkns, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  U.  8.  Navy,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Ellen, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  yesterday  in  this  vessel 
to  St.  John's  Blufl',  having  on  board,  in  addition  to  our  own  crew,  Com- 
pany G  (Captain*  O'PIynn),  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers. 

We  found  two  earthworks,  one  intended  for  four  and  the  other  for 
three  guns,  both  in  an  unfinished  state;  also  seven  houses  for  the 
accommodation  of  troops,  a  large  quantity  of  lumber,  some  unfinished 
platforms,  and  tools,  and  the  following  guns  and  munitions  of  war. 

Two  Vlll-inch  columbiads,  weight  of  each,  8[4]75;  marks,  B.  F.  J. 
E.  A,,  1861,  with  barbette  carriages;  all  new  and  in  good  order. 

One  4.2-inch  rifle  gun,  not  mounted;  in  good  order. 

One  3-inch  steel  gun,  rifled  (spiked),  with  field  carriage  and  caisson; 
marks,  Noble  Bros.,  Rome,  Ga. 

One  4.2-inch  smoothbore  steel  gun  (si>iked),with  field  carriage  and 
caisson ;  marks,  Noble  Bros,,  Rome,  Ga. 

One  old  English  24-poiind  iron  gun,  on  field  carriage  (spiked). 

20  Vlll-inch  shot  in  boxes. 

62  Vlll-inch  shell,  loaded  and  fuzed. 

83  4.2-inch  shell,  some  loaded,  no  fuzes. 

5  sponges,  different  sizes. 

i)  rammers,  different  sizes. 

2  worms. 

1  scoop. 

With  exception  of  the  24-pounder,  which  I  destroyed  by  bursting, 
all  the  above  guns,  etc.,  were  taken  on  board  the  Ellen  and  removed  to 
this  place,  landed  and  delivered  to  Major  J.  D.  Drew,  Fourth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers  (for  safe-keeping),  whose  receipt  for  the  same  I 
enclose. 

Before  leaving  the  bluffs  I  set  flre  to  the  houses,  platform,  etc. ;  every- 
thing not  carried  oft"  was  destroyed. 
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Captain   O'Flynn  and   his  command  rendered   the  most  valuable 
assistance.    Without  their  aid  much  more  time  would  have  been  con- 
sumed in  removing  the  above-mentioned  guTis,  etc. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Budd, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ellen. 

Lieutena.nt  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  St.  John's  liiver,  Florida. 


Report  of  Commander  Godon,  17.  8.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  the 
waters  adjacent  to  the  Savannah  River,  transmitting  request  from  Bri- 
gadier-General  Gillmore,  U.  8.  Army,  for  the  cooperation  of  a  gunboat. 

U.  S.  S.  Norwich, 
Gibson's  Point,  Wilmington  Narrows,  [April  S,  1862]. 
SiE:  I  was  unable  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  sea  ou  the  bar  on  the 
1st  to  get  into  Wassaw  that  evening.  A  heavy  fog  prevented  my 
doing  so  the  following  morning,  but  last  night  at  7:30  I  anchored  in 
the  Mohican  in  Wassaw  Sound,  and  found  the  Norivich  and  Wyandotte. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Duncan  came  on  board  at  once  and  handed  me 
a  letter  from  General  Gillmore,  a  copy  of  which  J  enclose.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Duncan  had  only  been  prevented  by  the  heavy  fog  from 
taking^  his  vessel  at  once  up  the  river  as  desired,  and  when  I  arrived 
it  was 'too  late  to  do  so.  This  morning,  however,  I  came  on  board  this 
vessel  and  at  10  o'clock  got  over  the  bulkhead  at  Wilmington  Narrows 
and  came  up  to  the  hulk.  Here  Captain  Hinckel  came  on  board  from 
the  ))icket  hulk  and  reported  that  17  of  the  men  supposed  to  [be]  cap- 
tured had  returned,  but  tliought  others  might  be  in  the  marsh  above, 
so  we  steamed  up  to  Shads  [Shad  ItiverJ,  passing  within  2  miles  of  Fort 
Pulaski,  which  threw  a  shot  at  us,  good  line,  but  falling  400  yards 
short.  Having  gone  far  enough  to  decide  that  no  one  could  be  about 
the  marsh  near  to  where  the  capture  had  been  made,  returned  to  the 
hulk  again,  receiving  a  shot  from  Pulaski,  but  falling  200  yards  or 
more  short  of  us.  Under  the  application  of  General  Gillmore  I  shall 
leave  tlie  Norwich  at  this  point  for  the  present.  This  vessel,  the  Nor- 
wich, is  not  suited  for  the  duty.  A  small  vessel  with  a  good  range  gun 
would  be  proper  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  a  boat  attack  upon 
the  hulk;  since,  by  the  rebels  obtaining  information  through  the  cap- 
tured soldiers,  they  might  make  some  attempt  upon  that  vessel.  I  do 
not  feel  at  all  posted  yet  as  to  the  localities  or  points  about  here,  as  I 
have  had  but  a  few  hours  to  look  around  me.  I  returned  to  the 
Mohican  in  an  hour  or  so  in  my  boat.  I  trust  yon  will  not  forget  ray 
coal;  I  am  down  to  12  tons,  am  entirely  out  of  soap  and  many  other 
articles  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  the  crew,  and  provisions  very  short. 
I  write  this  to  go  through  the  army  mail.  You  know  we  are  without 
our  mails  and  1  trust  they  will  not  be  omitted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 

•  Commander. 

Flag-Oflficer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  U,  S.  Fobces, 

Tybee  Islahd,  April  1, 1862. 
Sir:  From  dispatches  received  from  the  hulk  Montezuma,  anchored 
in  Lazaretto  Creek,  1  learn  that  the  enemy  are  very  active  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Wilmington  Island.  Yesterday  a  boat  guard  sent  out  from 
the  hulk  could  not  be  found  when  the  relief  [was]  sent  for  it.  A  cap- 
tured contraband  informs  me  that  they  were  taken  by  the  enemy  on 
Monday.  They  also  captured  2  men  from  the  hulk  who  were  imprudently 
allowed  to  go  ashore  on  Wilmington  Island. 

I  have  always  considered  the  hulk  in  an  exposed  position,  and  the 
guard  boatsentiromheriuadvancemuchmoreso.  It  was  made  my  duty, 
however,  to  guard  this  passage,  and  I  was  forced  to  do  it  with  the  best 
and  only  means  I  had.  I  should  very  much  fear  a  boat  attack;  a  gun- 
boat ought  to  be  there.  Can  you  favor  me  by  sending  one  there  until 
the  result  of  an  application,  which  I  make  this  day  to  the  commanding 
general  at  Hilton  Head,  is  known?  I  hope  one  will  be  ordered  to 
remain  permanently  in  Lazaretto  Creek  or  Wilmington  Narrows.  In 
case  you  can  not  get  a  gunboat  up  there  this  evening,  or  in  case  you 
decline  to  put  one  there  without  an  order  from  your  superior  officer,  I 
have  to  request  the  services  of  a  boat  howitzer  nightly  until  some  more 
satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  Gillmoee, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

The  Senior  Officer  of  the  Navy, 

In  Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,   U.  /S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 

Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  in  view  of  the  transfer  of  the  latter  to  another 

department. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  3,  1862. 

General:  I  understand  you  are  transferred  to  another  military 
department  and  are  about  to  leave  Port  Royal. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  my  feelings  and  to  our  late  intimate 
official  relations  were  I  to  permit  you  to  depart  without  expressing  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  vigorous  and  harmonious  cooperation  with 
which  you  have  ever  been  ready  to  assist  in  or  lighten  the  heavy  respon- 
sibilities of  my  command. 

I  shall  remember  our  past  association,  professionally  and  personally, 
with  pride  and  satisfaction,  and  shall  ever  bear  testimony  to  the  unflag- 
ging zeal  with  which  you  Lave  availed  yourself  of  every  means  in  your 
power  to  secure  an  effective  tenure  of  this  coast  while  preparing  a  base 
of  operations  which,  with  the  reinforcements  you  had  a  right  to  look 
for,  would  have  led  to  more  brilliant  but  in  no  manner  more  important 
results  than  those  you  have  accomplished. 

Wishing  yi  iu  every  success  in  your  new  sphere  of  action,  I  am,  general, 
with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient. servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman. 
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Letter  of  ackrw n-ledgment  from  Brigadier- General  Sherman^  U.  S.  Army, 
to  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Atlantic, 
Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  April  3,  1862. 
Commodore:  I  have  received  your  very  flattering  testimonial  of 
yesterday's  date,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  heartfelt  thanks. 
I  agree  with  you  that  our  intercourse  and  cooperation  have  been  of 
the  most  perfect  harmony,  and  of  this  I  am  proud,  and  all  I  regret  is 
that  I  have  never  had  the  material  and  the  means  to  afford  that  assist- 
ance in  our  combined  operations  that  would  have  been  productive  of 
the  most  good  to  the  service  and  most  agreeable  to  myself. 

Rest  assured,  commodore,  that  I  sliall  ever  cherish  the  remembrance 
of  our  past  official  and  social  relations  with  pride  and  satisfaction. 
With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General,  Late  Commanding  Expeditionary  Corps, 

Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Frigate  Wabash. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer 
Du  Pont,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  official  letter  regarding  cooperative 
action  in  cutting  off  communication  with  Fort  PulasM. 

Private.]  Hilton  Head,  April  3,  1863. 

My  Dear  Commodore:  Kot  knowing  what  you  would  desire  or 
think  necessary  in  these  cases,  I  have,  on  consultation  with  General 
Hunter,  addressed  you  directly  on  the  matters  referred  to  in  the 
enclosed  official  communication. 

As  relieving  General  Sherman  in  the  command  of  all  his  troops,  and 
of  this  district,  comprising  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  u|)per  Florida, 
and  frequently  being  required  to  act  promptly,  and,  perhaps,  during  the 
absence  of  the  general  commanding  the  department  in  other  districts, 
as  at  Key  West  or  Pensacola,  it  appears  to  [me]  as  most  expedient  that 
I  should  be  in  direct  communication  with  yourself. 

Should  any  other  course  appear  to  you  more  advisable,  however,  it 
will  be  cheerfully  complied  with  on  learning  your  wishes  to  that  effect. 
Very  faithfully,  yours, 

H.  W.  Benham. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Northern  Distrkit, 

Department  of  the  Soi  th, 

Hilton  Head,  April  3,  1862. 
Sir:  By  reports  received  this  morning  from  Tybee  Island,  we  learn 
that  some  17  of  our  men  and  a  fieldpiece  in  a  plantation  canoe  have  just 
been  captured  by  the  enemy  at  or  near  Wilmington  Island,  as  we  fear, 
through  some  mismanagement  of  the  lieutenant  in  command.  Acting 
Brigadier-General  Gillmore  at  once  api)lied  to  the  senior  officer  of  the 
gunboat  near  to  aid  him  in  protecting  the  [St.  ]  Augustine  Creek  Chan- 
nel, which  he  has  kindly  consented  to  do  by  sending  a  boat  there  for 
the  present,  awaiting,  however,  your  further  orders  or  sanction  in  the 
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matter.  As  it  will  now  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication of  Fort  Pulaski  with  the  city,  it  being  rumored,  as  I  learn, 
that  $12,000  have  been  offered  there  for  bringing  off'  the  garrison,  and 
as  I,  immediately  after  my  visit  to  Tybee,  directed  every  precaution  to 
be  taken  on  our  part,  I  will  trust  that  you  may  be  able  to  aid  usin  this 
matter,  and  would  respectfully  request  that  you  would  sanction  the 
movement  of  your  commanding  officer  there  and  aid  us  in  this  effort  by 
such  further  means  as  aire  in  your  power  from  this  place,  for  with  the 
information  which  we  fear  the  enemy  may  obtain  from  our  men  (if  pris- 
oners, as  we  expect),  we  may  find  it  expedient  to  open  our  batteries 
somewhat  prematurely,  or  before  we  had  intended. 

I  would  mention  that  the  Boston  is  now  coaling,  and  as  soon  a-s  she 
returns  1  propose  to  send  her  to  Bdisto  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  and 
if  you  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  proper  pilot,  which  my  own  enquiries 
here  have  not  enabled  me  to  procure  as  yet,  I  should  be  happy  to  meet 
your  wishes  in  having  him  accompany  her  to  tow  the  Dale  out  from 
Otter  Island.  Will  you  please  let  mie  know  immediately  if  you  have  a 
pilot  and  desire  the  service  of  the  Jioston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Benham, 
Brigadier-  General,  Gommnnding 
Northern  District  and  1st  Division  of  South. 

Fl as  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oommanding  U.  S.  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,    U.  S.  Navy,  to   Brigadier- General 
Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  expressing  a  desire  for  cooperation. 

FLAGSHir  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  3,  1862. 

General:  I  will  communicate  immediately,  if  1  can,  with  the  officer 
at  Tybee,  and  have  your  wishes  and  those  of  Brigadier-General  Gillmore 
carried  out,  so  far  as  the  limited  means  at  his  disposal  will  admit. 
A  skillful  pilot  has  been  put  on  board  the  Boston. 
In  reference  to  the  subject-matter  of  your  private  note,  for  which 
please  accept  my  thanks,  I  need  hardly  add  that  any  system  of  pro- 
cedure in  our  mutual  helps  and  cooperation  best  calculated  to  give  effi- 
ciency and  dispatch  to  the  public  service  and  current  business  will  be 
entirely  agreeable  to  me.  After  seeing  General  Hunter  on  the  subject 
we  may  have  some  definite  understanding. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DxT  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Brigadier-General  11.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding  N[orthern  District,  Department  of  the  So^Uh\. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pout,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  closing  of  Wilmington  River  by 
obstructions. 

Flagshit  Waisash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  3,  18(12. 

General:  If  you  are- forwarding  anything  to  Wassaw,  may  I  ask 
you  to  include  the  accompanying  dispatch  and  roll  to  the  senior  naval 
officer,  for  I  have  no  steamer  to  send  by  sea. 
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The  dispatch  coiitaius  my  instructions  based  on  your  letter,  a  copy 
of  which  I  am  also  sending  to  Commander  Godon. 

General,  I  wish  I  had  the  means  of  closing  Wilmington  River  by 
obstructions.    It  is  now  the  only  access  to  Wassaw  and  the  sea  from 
Savannah;  this  would  head  ott'  rams  and  steamers  and  would  require 
but  one  gunboat  to  watch  the  obstruction. 
Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 


Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Benham. 


Flag- Officer. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  If.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Oodon, 
U.  8.  Navy,  for  a  reconnaissance  in  Wilmington  River,  with  a  view 
to  closing  it. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Boyal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  3,  ]8fJ2. 

SiK :  You  will  find  an  extract  from  a  communication  received  by  me 
from  Brigadier-General  Benham,  who  commands  this  division  of  Major- 
General  Hunter's  department.  It  will  assist  you  in  getting  at  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  and  around  Wassaw. 

The  general  seems  desirous  to  have  some  reconnoissance  made  up 
Wilmington  River,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  ascertain  how  mat- 
ters stand  there.  It  should  be  done  with  caution.  I  do  not  wish  you 
to  engage  any  batteries,  but  to  see  if  any  exist. 

1  have  myself  a  greater  desire  to  obstruct  thoroughly  Wilmington 
River.  As  you  are  aware,  it  is  the  only  access  left  from  Savannah  by 
St.  Augustine  Creek  to  Wassaw  and  to  the  sea,  except  by  the  narrow 
stream  of  Freeborn's  Out,  where  the  troops  have  a  hulk. 

I  will  thank  you  to  see  where  piling  or  sinking  of  wrecks  conld  best 
be  done,  how  many  it  would  require,  with  the  depth  of  water,  and 
amount  of  labor,  etc.,  involved.  It  should  be  strong  enough  to  head 
off  steamers  and  rams,  too,  if  there  be  any;  the  apprehension  on  the. 
latter  subject  seems  to  have  passed  off  with  the  springtides;  a  boat 
scouting  party,  however,  say  they  were  close  alongside  of  it  and  heard 
the  conversation  of  the  men  at  work  riveting  the  boilers.  She  is  a 
screw. 

With  the  Wilmington  River  closed,  I  could  withdraw  all  but  one 
vessel  from  Wassaw  to  watch  the  obstructions. 

The  fall  of  Pulaski  alone  does  not  give  us  any  more  control  of  Wil-" 
mington  River.  Captain  [John]  Hamilton,  chief  of  artillery,  informs 
me  he  thought  it  would  be  reduced  in  three  days  from  the  time  fire 
was  opened;  they  have  been  waiting  for  the  carriages  of  the  X-inch 
columbiads,  which  were  not  sent  out.  The  mortars  are  in  position, 
twelve  of  Xlll-inch  and  some  of  X-inch. 

Please  send  by  first  opportunity  your  requisitions  for  provisions,  etc. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  S.  W.  GODON, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Dray  ton,U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  general  affair n  in  Florida  ivaters. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Javlf.sonville,  Fla.,  April  H,  1862. 

My  Dear  Captain  :  Mr.  Keddiug  came  up  to  this  place  yesterday 
in  a  small  boat  froin  tiie  bar,  iiotifyiug  me  of  the  arrival  of  the  Rope 
and  bringing  your  letter,  with  the  several  communications  from  the 
tlagofficer.  To-day,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  flag-officer,  I  dis- 
patch the  Seneca  to  him,  with  instructions  to  communicate  off  the  bar 
with  you,  to  receive  any  mail  communications  vou  may  wish  to  send  to 
Port  Koyal,  [S.  C.]. 

1  am  very  sorry  about  the  Darlington,  as  I  have  before  written  you. 
Lieutenaut  [John]  Irwin,  of  the  Wabash,  left  here  last  Friday  in  her  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  to  the  flagship  the  launches  of  the  Wahiish,  which 
1  understood  were  greatly  needed  for  some  important  service.  I  directed 
Ii  win  to  go  to  St.  Augustine  and  from  there  to  Fernandiua,  but  liad  no 
idea  of  Lis  taking  the  Darlington  to  Port  Koyal.  1  hope  she  is  safely 
back  again  under  your  orders.  If  you  can  spare  her  I  have  a  great 
deal  of  work  to  do,  which  can  not  be  done  without  her  assistance. 

I  think  if  I  could  have  her  services  for  a  week  I  could  send  her  back 
at  the  end  of  that  time.  The  work  that  is  to  be  done  in  securing  the 
floating  property  of  the  rebels  up  the  St.  John's  requires  a  light-draft 
steamer,  and  can  not  be  done  without. 

I  have  been  trying  to  get  Mr.  Mattair  to  you  for  some  time  ])a.st,  but 
thus  far  he  has  only  .succeeded  in  getting  as  far  as  the  bar  of  St.  John's. 
I  send  Mr.  tHark,  who  is  a  good  pilot  for  Fernandina,  in  the  Hope  to 
report  to  you,  because  if  you  can  possibly  si)are  the  services  of  Mr. 
Mattair  1  have  great  use  for  them  in  the  difficult  navigation  of  the 
upper  waters  of  the  St.  John's.  If  you  can  not  spare  Mr.  Mattair,  will 
you  please  send  Mr.  Clark  to  Jacksonville  when  convenient. 

A  Colonel  Bryant  and  a  Mr.  Fairbanks,  both  gentlemen  of  character' 
and  influence  in  this  section  of  the  country,  go  to  Fernandina  in  the 
Hope,  to  look  after  some  slave  property  which  has  deposited  itself 
there,  they  understand.  I  have  told  them  F  would  mention  the  object 
of  their  visit  to  you,  and  request  you  to  give  them  wliatever  facilities 
your  official  i>osition  may  afford  towaid  securing  the  object  of  their 
mission. 

Colonel  Titu.s  has  been  informed  that  two  of  his  slaves  have  been  left 
by  the  Wabash  at  li'oruaudina.  Can  they  be  sent  in  one  of  our  vessels 
to  him?    1  told  him  I  would  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice. 

Everything  is  quiet  here,  though  the  people  are  greatly  alarmed  about 
the  reported  gathering  of  a  large  force  in  tlie  neighborhood.  1  think 
with  the  means  we  have  here,  never  mind  what  the  numerical  force  of 
the  rebels,  we  are  perfectly  secure;  but  it  would  hardly  do  to  leave  the 
l)lace  with[outJ  the  naval  protection  it  now  enjoys,  at  least  not  for  a 
time.  Everything  about  us  looks  promising  and  we  all  hope  before 
long  that  Florida  will  be  once  more  under  the  protection  of  the  flag  we 
all  delight  to  honor. 

I  think  1  wrote  you  we  had  succeeded  in  raising  the  yacht  America. 
She  is  now  anchored  off  the  town.  I  hope  the  flag-officer  will  conclude 
to  give  the  good  people  of  New  York  once  again  a  sight  of  tliis  beauti- 
ful vessel. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  Sherman's  proclamation,  and  a  notice  of  mine 
to  the  persons  interested  in  property  at  Orange  Mills. 
N  W  E — VOL  12 45 
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Thanking  you  for  considerate  kindness  in  regard  to  the  flag  and  news- 
papers, I  remain, 

Very  truly,  yours.  •> 

T.  H.  Stevens. 

Commander  P.  Drayton, 

Gommandimj  Naval  Forcea  in  the  loaters  of  the  St.  Mary^s. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Vont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Wat- 
mouffh,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Potomska,  to  proceed  to 
blockade  duty  in  St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  3, 1802. 
SiE:  You  will  please  proceed  in  the  morning  with  the  Potomska 
under  your  command  to  St.  Simon's  Sound  and  report  to  Commander 
Lanier,  of  the  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  blockading  that  sound  and 
the  adjacent  waters,  extending  your  reconnoissances  where  Commander 
Lanier  and  yourself  may  deem  advisable. 

I  have  to  recommend  proper  caution  and  sound  discretion  in  the 
scouring  of  those  waters. 

I  desire  also  that  the  contrabands  on  St.  Simon's  Island  be  cared  for 
and  protected. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
•       Flag -Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G,  Watmough, 

U.  S.  S.  Potomska,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 
U.  S.  storeships  Release  and  Relief. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  3,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  dis- 
patched the  U.  S.  storeship  Release,   Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Upton,  to  New  York. 

The  U.  S.  storeship  Relief,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Manton, 
arrived  here  a  few  days  before  my  return  to  this  port. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  F lag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  requesting  additional 
vessels  for  his  command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  3,  1802. 
Sir:  I  have  been  deterred  from  pressing  the  Department  on  a  par- 
ticular point,  knowing  how  tremendous  the  calls  are  upon  it  from  every 
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quarter,  and  what  gigautic  and  successful  efforts  it  makes  to  meet 
tbem.  I  can,  however,  no  longer  refrain  from  stating  that  my  force  is 
uot  adequate  to  the  work  I  have  in  hand.  The  occupation  of  the 
coasts  of  Georgia  and  Florida  having  absorbed  so  many  of  my  vessels, 
and  particularly  where  a  military  force  has  not  been  placed,  cripples 
me  much. 

In  addition  to  this,  some  of  my  most  valuable  vessels  are  breaking 
down  in  their  machinery  and  hulls;  others,  not  coppered,  will  soon  be 
destroyed  by  the  worms,  if  I  can  not  at  least  beach  them  and  put  on 
some  (lescription  of  coating. 

The  tugs  Mercury  and  Pcttit,  most  important  to  the  etHcient  dispatch 
of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  when  they  come  in  for  supplies,  are  both 
with  the  army  at  Wall's  Cut,  where  three  gunboats  besides  are  in  Mud 
and  Wright's  rivers,  aiding  in  the  army  defenses. 

I  would  thank  the  Department  to  let  me  have  four  more  vessels  of 
light  draft  of  the  regular  class,  two  of  the  double  rudder,  and  two  of 
the  gunboats,  and  in  addition  two  tugs,  like  the  Fettit  and  Mercury. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Dtr  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Oomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the' Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  measures  employed  by  the  Department  for  supplying 

coal, 

Navy  Department,  April  3, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  your  dispatch  of  the  27th  ultimo 
relative  to  the  abandonment  by  the  rebels  of  their  batteries  on  Skid- 
daway  and  Green  islands,  and  also  your  dispatch  of  the  same  date  in 
relation  to  the  want  of  coal  for  the  squadron. 

The  Bienville  has  been  ordered  from  Washington  to  Philadelphia, 
where  she  will  be  filled  up  with  all  dispatch  with  coal  and  sent  to  you. 
Flag-OfiBcer  Goldsborough  has  been  directed  to  send  to  Port  Royal  any 
coal  vessels  that  he  may  have  at  Hampton  Roads  and  can  spare. 

Directions  have  been  given  to  the  Navy  agent  at  New  York  to  char- 
ter a  steamer  for  3,100  tons,  and  it  will  be  followed  up  at  the  rate  of 
1,100  tons  per  week.    Several  sailing  vessels  have  also  been  towed  to 
sea,  and  are  uuderwaj"  with  coal  for  Port  Royal. 
I  am;  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-OfBcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  G, 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susque- 
hanna, regarding  the  seizure,  off  Charleston,  8.  C,  of  the  British  sloop 
Coquette. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  3,  18(i2. 
Sir  :  The  English  sloop  Coquette,  of  Nassau,  New  ProvidencCj  was 
seized  by  this  vessel,  under  my  command,  at  daylight  this  morning, 
about  2  miles  from  Charleston  Bar,  for  violating  the  rules  governing 
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the  blockade,  and  seut  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication.    She  has  a  cargo 
suitable  for  und  in  great  demand  in  a  gouthern  port. 

A  schooner  with  similar  papers  and  cargo^  and  from  the  same  port, 
was  examined  by  the  ship  Onward  on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant,  and 
allowed  to  proceed.  Shortly  afterwards,  havingbeen  alarmed  by  another 
vessel  of  the  blockading  squadron,  she  was  run  on  shore  on  Sullivan's 
Island,  beyond  our  reach,  where  she  remains,  a  wreck. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  British  Empire  at  Matamas,  Fla.,  April  3,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  request  for  the  sale  to  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Augjistine  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  3,  1862. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  3d 
ultimo  l^ieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson,  of  the  Isaac  Smith, 
then  stationed  at  St.  Augustine,  having  heard  tliat.a  schooner  had 
come  in  over  Matanzas  Bar,  some  18  miles  to  the  southward,  dispatched 
three  armed  boats,  together  with  a  detachment  of  2*)  men  from  Colonel 
Bell's  command,  to  capture  her,  which  was.  done  and  the  schooner 
brought  up  to  St.  Augustine. 

The  vessel  was  called  the  Empire  City  [British  Empire].  She  had 
an  English  register  and  cleared  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  for  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick.  The  crew  consisted  of  0  men,  2  of  whom  only 
had  shipped  at  Nassau.  The  schooner  is  owned  by  a  Captain  Willie, 
of  Jacksonville,  Fla. ;  her  former  name  Eebecca.  She  sailed  from  the 
St.  John's  Kiver  on  the  2d  of  March  last  with  a  cargo  of  turpentine 
and  resin  and  succeeded  in  running  the  blockade.  (.)n  her  return  from 
Nassau  she  ran  into  Matauzas  Inlet,  as  above  stated,  and  was  taken. 

Her  cargo  consisted  of  provisions,  dry  goods,  medicines,  etc.,  and 
the  vessel  is  represented  as  old  and  worthless  and  utterly  unfit  to  be 
sent  north. 

After  her  capture  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bell  sent  an  official  communi- 
cation to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  and  also  a  letter  from  the 
leading  citizens  of  St.  Augustine  (copies  of  which  are  enclosed),  ask- 
ing that  the  cargo  might  be  sold  there  at  once,  as  the  citizens  were 
without  the  necessaries  of  life  and  with  no  means  of  getting  them. 

Ill  consideration  of  these  facts.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson 
sold  the  cargo,  or  a  portion  of  it,  at  auction,  considering  that  the  "over 
ruling  necessity"  mentioned  in  Upton,  p.  240,  authorized  his  doing  so. 
I  liave  approved  his  course,  directing  him,  however,  to  keep  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  sales. 

The  captain  of  the  schooner  has  since  escaped;  the  rest  of  the  crew 
will  be  sent  north  by  the  first  opportunity.  The  information  above 
given  relating  to  the  history  of  the  sciioouer  was  given  under  oath  at 
St.  Augustine  by  the  mate  and  two  of  the  crew. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  the 
course  taken  in  this  case,  aiid  also  that  instructions  be  given  as  to  the 


SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  709 

proper  means  to  be  taken  to  secure  the  benefit  of  the  capture,  if  any; 
to  the  oflScers  and  crew  of  the  Isaac  Smith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  ])u  Pont, 

Flaff-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  (tIdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navg.,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

Fort  Marion, 
St.  Augustine,  Fla,.,  April  4,  18(12. 
Sib  :  I  am  informed  that  the  schooner  British  Empire,  lately  nmde  a 
prize  to  the  Isaac  Smith,  has  a  large  amount  of  provisions  on  board. 
Very  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine  are  suffering  for  the 
want  of  the  very  article  of  food  this  prize  has  on  board,  and  would  be 
glad  to  buy  it  if  they  had  an  opportunity.  The  destitution  of  the 
majority  of  the  city  (this  city,  whose  citizens  raised  the  flag  of  the 
United  States)  is  so  great  that  I  have  been  (compelled  to  feed  several 
families  from  the  rations  furnished  by  Government  for  tlie  Army, 
to  keep  women  and  children  from  perishing  from  starvation.  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  that  such  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  British  Umpire 
as  may  tend  to  relieve  the  pressing  wants  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Augustine  ni;iy  be  sold  here.  I  ask  this  (though  I  know  the  course  is 
unusual)  from  tlie  extreme  and  overruling  necessity  of  the  case. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Louis  Bell, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Regiment, 
Commanding  Post  of  Fort  Marion  and  St.  Augustine  Barracks. 

Lieutcnant-(3omman(ling'  iTiCHOLSON, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Isaac  Smith. 


Report  of  lieutenant-Commander  Nicholson,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  S.  Isaac  Smith. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac;  Smith, 
St.  Augustine,  Flu.,  April  7,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  3d  instant,  receiving  information  that  a  vessel  had 
come  in  over  Matanzas  Bar,  1  dispatched  three  armed  boats  from  this 
vessel  and  a  detachment  of  25  men  from  Colonel  Bell's  command  on 
shore,  which  he  had  placed  at  my  disposal.  Acting  Master  Gregory, 
in  command  of  the  exjjedition,  after  a  tedious  pull  of  18  miles,  boarded 
and  seized  the  schooner  British  Empire,  and  on  the  4th  instant  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  her  off  the  town.  This  vessel  has  an  English 
regiTster,  and  cleared  from  Na.'^sau,  New  Providence,  for  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick;  she  is  not  tifc  to  go  to  sea  for  any  voyage.  Her  history  is 
as  follows:  She  belongs  to  a  (Japtaiu  Willie,  of  .lacksonville,  Fla. ;  her 
name  Rebecca;  she  sailed  from  Jacksonville  about  the  .'id  day  of  Febru- 
ary last;  remained  at  Mayport  Mills  till  the  2d  of  March,  when  she  sue 
(;eeded  in  running  the  blockade;  and  with  a  cargo  of  turpentine  and 
resin  arrived  at  Nassau,  New  Providence.  She  then  took  in  a  cargo  of 
piovisions,  dry  goods,  medicines,  etc.,  cleared  for  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  but  bound  for  some  port  in  the  Confederate  States,  and 
brought  up  at  Matanzas  Inlet.  This  account  I  have  from  the  mate  and 
two  of  her  crew.  1  have  had  them  examined  before  an  officer  of  the 
Fourth  New  Hampshire,  who  is  a  justice  of  the  peace,  etc.    They  tes- 
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Cifled  to  all  tbe  above  facts  under  oath.  The  captain  declined  to 
answer  any  (|uestion  that  bore  upon  the  above, facts,  while  two  seamen 
shipj)ed  in  Nassau  know  nothing  about  her.  There  were  six  souls  on 
board  whom  I  have  removed  to  this  vessel  for  safe  keeping,  and  I  have 
placed  a  prize  crew  on  board.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dell  has  addressed 
me  an  oflScial  communication,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward;  also  a  letter 
from  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town,  asking  that  the  cargo  may  be  sold 
here  at  once,  as  the  citizens  are  without  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  with 
no  means  of  getting  them.  In  consideration  of  tliese  facts  I  have 
determined  to  sell  the  cargo,  or  a  portion  of  it,  at  auction,  as  1  consider 
that  the  overruling  necessity  mentioned  in  Upton's  law  book,  page  246, 
exists. 

Will  you  please  send  orders  how  to  proceed  with  the  papers  and  case, 
that  it  may  be  properly  adjudicated,  as  there  are  no  courts  here,  and  it 
is  not  possible  for  the  vessel  to  go  north. 

Her  cargo  is  worth  about  $3,000  and  will  probably  bring  that  sum  or 
more  here,  while  the  vossel  is  worthless  or  nearly  so. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  P.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Gommandiny  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  S.  G. 


Letter  fron^  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  approving 
the  disposition  of  the  cargo  of  the  prize  schooner  British  Empire. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  ^.  6'.,  April  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  several  communications  dated  the  7th,  8th, 
17th,  and  20th  instant,  but  have  heretofore  been  unable  to  reply  to 
them. 

Tour  proceedings  in  disposing  of  the  cargo  of  the  British  Empire, 
captured  by  you  in  Matanzas  Inlet,  under  the  circumstances,  1 
approve,  but  I  wish  you  to  keep  a  strict  account  of  the  sales  and  enter 
in  the  log  book  such  parts  of  the  cargo  as  were  taken  and  remain  on 
board  your  ship.  Send  up  the  crew  to  Port  Royal  by  the  first  favor- 
able opportunity;  hand  over  the  vessel  itself  to  the  authorities  at  St. 
Augustine  for  safekeeping  at  present. 

The  Garibaldi  you  will  take  with  you  into  St.  John's  where  she  may 
be  used  as  a  tender  and  (lisi)atch  vessel  to  the  naval  forces  in  that  river 
and  to  communicate  with  me. 

I  appreciate  your  anxiety  in  endeavoring  to  fulfill  my  orders  by  the 
Bibh,  but  unavoidable  circumstances  have  detained  you,  and  to  this 
necessity  we  must  submit. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

r  ■     t         ^  /^  ,  •       T  ,„  Flaq-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  off  St.  John's. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont.  TJ.  S.  Navv,  to  furnish  .  full 
report  to  U.  S.  district  attorney  regarding  the  sale  of  cargo. 

Navy  Department,  May  12, 186.2. 

r^^%'^?^J^^^^^^''L^^^^^^  instant,  in  relation  to  the  prize  J?mmre 
Gity  [British  Empire]  has  been  received,  with  its  enclosures 
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The  Department  presumes  that,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  uo 
exception  will  be  taken  to  the  disposition  made  of  the  captured  prop- 
erty ;  but  a  full  report  of  the  facts  should  be  made\o  the  U.  S.  attorney 
for  the  district  into  which  the  prisoners  or  captured  crew  are  sent,  and 
the  proceeds  of  sale  are  to  bo  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  iJ.  S. 
court  for  the  same  district. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  iSouth  Atlantic  Blockading  Hquadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Additional  Teport  of  Lientenant  Nicholson,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
St.  Johnh  River,  East  Florida,  July  11,  1802. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  circular  from  Navy  Depart- 
ment, dated  14t"h  May,  1862,  I  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  3d  of  April  last  1  dispatched  a  boat  from  this  ship  (then  at 
anchor  at  St.  Augustine)  to  Matanzas  Inlet,  18  miles  to  the  southward, 
and  there  seized  the  schooner  British  Empire,  just  arrived  from  Nassau, 
New  Piovidence.  She  had  a  British  register,  made  out  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence;  her  crew  consisted  of  6  persons,  of  whom  the  captain, 
mate,  and  two  of  the  men  were  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  while  the  other 
two  shipped. in  good  faith  (they  said)  at  Nassau,  bound  to  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick.  The  schooner  was  quite  old,  built  at  Wilmington, 
Del.,  owned  by  Captain  Willie,  of  Jacksonville.  She  leaked  badly,  hav- 
ing knocked  her  false  keel  off  in  getting  over  the  bar  at  Matanzas. 
Shortly  after  I  brought  her  to  St.  Augustine,  the  colonel  commanding 
the  town  addressed  me  a  letter  stating  that  the  citizens  were  in  a  starv- 
ing condition;  the  leading  citizens  also  addressed  me  a  letter  of  the 
same  import,  and  requesting  me  to  sell  the  cargo,  which  was  composed 
of  articles  such  as  were  needed.  1  therefore  sold'a  portion  of  the  cargo 
to  relieve  the  distress,  and  the  residue  I  took  on  board  of  this  vessel  for 
safe  keeping.  I  sent  the  crew  to  Port  Eoyal,  by  order  of  Flag-OflScer 
Du  Pont,  and  he  also  appro\ed  of  my  proceedings.  The  vessel  being 
unseaworthy  anchored  her  close  to  the  town,  giving  her  in  charge  of 
the  civil  authorities  to  hold  till  claimed  by  competent  authority  from 
the  United  States ;  this  also  was  done  by  order  of  Flag-OflBcer  Du  Pont. 
The  proceeds  of  the  cargo,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $3,.371,73, 1  turned 
over  to  the  paymaster  of  this  ship  for  the  use  of  the  vessel,  taking  his 
receipt  therefor.  Of  the  cargo  received  on  board,  I  have  used  for  the 
vessel  some  articles,  of  which  I  send  the  bill  and  appraisement,  as 
required.  I  also  enclose  a  list  of  officers  and  men  on  board  of  ship  at 
the  time  of  capture.  No  United  States  vessels  were  in  sight  at  that 
time. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,    U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  engagement  at 

Yelloiv  Bluf,  Fla.,  and  other  operations  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida, 

April  4-8, 1862. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  «S'.  G..  April  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  od  the  evening  of  Thursday, 
April  3,  I  was  shown  by  Lieutenant  Oomuiandiiiff  8tevens  orders 
directing  my  return  to  Hilton  Head. 

Proceeding  to  the  bar  on  the  following  day  and  taking  a  pilot,  we 
sounded  at  high  water  and  found  less  water  oii  the  bar  than  our 
draft.  The  following  day  gave  us  less  rise  of  tide,  and  as  detention  was 
unavoidable  until  the  period  of  neap  tides  had  passed,  1  determined  to 
go  again  to  Jacksonville  in  order  to  carry  out  certain  duties  previously 
assigned  relating  to  the  supposed  conduct  of  Dr.  Mays,  of  Orange 
Mills. 

Passing  up  the  river,  at  about  2  p.  m.  we  were  fired  upon  from  Yel 
low  Bluff,  12  or  14  miles  below  Jacksonville,  by  a])arty  supposed  by 
me  to  consist  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  small-arms  tnen  and  by  the 
flrst  lieutenant  of  double  that  number. 

About  fifty  balls  struck  the  ship.  The  man  at  the  masthead,  John 
Bult  (ordinary  seaman),  was  shot  through  the  calf  of  left  leg,  and 
Andrew  Webb  (coal  lieaver)  through  the  thigh:  a  negio  man  (contra- 
band passenger)  was  sliot  in  the  back.  All  are  doing  well,  and  it  is 
believed  no  permanent  injury  will  result. 

As  we  had  to  pass  within  less  than  100  yards  of  the  bluff,  and  owing 
to  our  entire  immunity  on  all  former  occasions,  the  men  and  ofheers 
were  much  exposed.    It  is  difilicult  to  suppose  so  ineffective  a  fire. 

We  opened  at  once  with  the  howitzer,  and  when  the  XI  inch  and 
rifle  could  be  brought  to  bear,  with  them  also,  anchoring  as  soon  as  the 
channel  would  permit  outside  the  range  of  small  arms.  We  fired  four 
XI  inch,  one  20  pound  rifle,  and  ten  24-pound  howitzer  shells,  with  what 
effect  is  unknown. 

We  weighed  anchor  and,  as  intended,  went  to  Jacksonville.  I  found 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  had  already  gone  up  the  river  with 
the  Ottawa  to  carry  out  what  lie  designed  sliould  be  done  by  us.  On 
calling  upon  General  Wright  lie  requested  that  the  iScneca  would  tow 
down  the  schooner  Azalea  and  carry  communications  which  would  pre- 
vent any  unnecessary  exposure  in  tlie  jiassage  of  vessels,  which  I  did 
the  following  morning. 

I  found  the  schooner  Neal  near  St.  John's  Bluff  and  directed  her  to 
await  my  return  before  psissing  Yellow  Bluff',  and  on  returning  directed 
her  to  get  underway  and  follow,  which  the  captain  declined  doing 
although  the  breeze  was  fresh  and  favorable.  Although  1  did  not  know 
that  tiie  iXeal  was  cliarfered  by  the  Navy,  on  arriving  near  Yellow 
Bluff  I  determined  to  remain  there  until  she  came  up.  We  anchored, 
but  before  doing  so  fiied  one  round  of  great  guns  into  the  ambuscade, 
and  came  to  out  of  the  ranj^e  of  small  arms. 

The  schooner  Neal,  seeing  that  the  use  of  her  sails  was  necessary, 
got    underway  and    afier  a  run  of  3  miles  got  aground,  which  sin- 
would  have  avoided  if  she  had  followed  us,  as  directed.     We  weiglied 
anchor,  endeavored  to  get  her  oft',  remained  until  the  next  day  (Mon 
day)  by  her,  then  got  her  off'  and  towed  lior  to  Jacksonville. 

General  Wright  requested  nie  to  aid  as  far  us  jwssible  in  giving  pas- 
sage to  persons  obliged  to  flee  from  Jacksonville.  I  brought  four  gen- 
tlemen and  three  of  their  families,  consisting  of  twenty-two  persons, 
and  have  landed  them  on  Hilton  Head. 
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I  have  landed  also  eight  contrabands  from  the  vicinity  of  Palatka; 
one  of  them  was  wounded,  as  above  mentioned,  but  he  had  already  so 
far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  walk. 

We  crossed  the  bar  at  2  p.  m.  of  the  8th,  tbe  earliest  tide  possible 
since  the  receipt  of  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Seneca. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  reported  concentration  of  Confederate 
forces  for  the  relief  of  Fort  PulasM. 

Hilton  Head,  April  5, 1862. 

CoMMODOEE:  I  trust  your  dispatches  for  Wassaw  liave  arrived  in 
time  to  go  by  my  courier,  whom  I  have  sent  to  recall  if  possible;  if  not, 
I  will  have  them  at  Tybee  this  afternoon,  and  if  my  engineers  can  con- 
trive a  means  of  obstructing  Wilmington  River,  I  will  have  it  done, 
tliough  I  much  fear  now  the  force  of  the  enemy  (believed  to  have  been 
increased  lately  in  that  vicinity)  may  render  this  more  difficult  than  at 
a  previous  day,  if  not  impossible  even. 

The  reports  of  General  Viele  from  Daufuskie  last  night  lead  us  to  fear 
that  the  rebels  are  concentrating  troops  near  Wilmington  Island,  pos- 
sibly for  an  eflbrt  to  relieve  or  reinforce  the  garrison  of  Fort  Pulaski. 
As  it  appears  impossible  for  a  land  force  to  act  efficiently  in  those 
marshes,  and  we  have  scarcely  any  means  for  elective  action  by  water, 
(ieneral  Hunter  and  myself  were  last  evening  most  earnestly  wishing 
that  you  had  the  means  of  increasing  your  own  power  to  an  important 
extentjust  now  upon  the  Wilmington  Kiver  and  Narrows  and  on  Tybee 
liiver. 

Very  respectfully  and  faithfully,  yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  Benham. 

FlagOfficer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  U.  S.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- Oeneral  Hen- 
ham,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  measures  of  cooperation. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  Saturday,  April  5,  1862. 

GrENEEAL :  I  liave  your  favor  of  this  mornin<;-  and  send  an  order  to 
the  commander  of  the  Vandalia  to  go  around  to  Wassaw,  if  you  think 
that  a  more  important  place  for  her  than  Tybee  Road.  She  is  a  pretty 
formidable  ship,  a  sailing  vessel,  however,  and  coukl  lay  across  the 
mouth  of  the  Wilmington  River.  I  shall  have  to  send  provisions  down 
to  her,  as  she  is  out  of  everything. 

Since  your  first  letter  about  Wassaw,  I  am  liappy  to  tell  you  that  the 
Mohican  has  entered  there.  She  is  one  of  my  most  formidable  vessels, 
having  two  Xl-inch  guns  and  a  ritie. 
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I  will  Btrain  every  nerve  to  give  you  all  the  aid  just  now  I  can,  but  I 
have  not  vessels  enough,  and  particularly  of  light  draft.  I  hear  just 
now  that  the  Crusader,  at  Edisto,  is  out  of  coal.  I  am  very  appreheusive 
for  the  gunboat  I  have  inside  at  [NewJ  Smyrna  (Mosquito  Inlet).  I 
have  ordered  up  the  Seneca,  a  regular  Xl-inch  gunboat,  from  St.  John's, 
and  expect  her  hourly. 
Please  present  my  regards  to  General  Hunter. 
Yours,  respectfully  and  truly,  and  in  haste, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Brigadier-General  Benham. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Ben- 
ham,  U.  a.  Army,  viaTcing  additional  suggestion  regarding  measures  of 
cooperation. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  5,  1862. 
General:  Since  closing  my  note,  which    goes    with    this,  it  has 
occurred  to  me  it  would  be  advisable  to  place  one  of  your  engineers  or 
other  ofiBcers  in  relation  with  Commander  Godon  at  Wassaw,  that  the 
latter  may  the  better  understand  your  views  and  the  military  authority 
near  him  understand  his,  as  senior  naval  officer. 
Kespectfully,  and  truly, 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officcr. 
Brigadier-General  Benham. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wells,  V.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Wassaw,  Ga. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  5,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  this  order,  you  will  please  proceed  with  all 
possible  dispatch  to  Wassaw  and  report  to  Commander  Godon,  of  the 
Mohican,  for  duty. 
When  ofl'  the  bar  at  Wassaw,  you  can  make  signal  for  a  pilot. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  0.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy, 

JJ.  8.  Ship  Vandalia,  Tyhee  Roads. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Batch,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  North  Edisto,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  5,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  gratified  to  hear  that  you  have  got  ready  for  service  so 
promptly.    You  will  please  proceed,  at  any  hour  in  the  morning  most 
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convenient  to  yourself,  to  North  Edisto  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Oom- 
niandiiig  lihind,  who  is  short  of  supplies  and  coal,  receiving  from  him 
such  information  as  liis  long  experience  there  will  suggest. 

I  have  ordered  the  Bale  to  assist  in  the  occupation  of  North  Edisto, 
and  Captain  Boutelle  has  gone  to  Otter  Island  to  pilot  her  out  of  St. 
Helena  Sound  and  into  Edisto,  when  the  transport  steamer  Boston  goes 
round  there  to  tow  her  in,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  given  to 
her  captain  by  the  U.  S.  quartermaster,  so  soon  as  he  has  delivered  the 
provisions  at  Edisto  with  which  he  left  here  this  morning. 
Respectfully, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  B.  Balch, 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Dxt  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Williamson, 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  position  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew  at 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  5,  18/12. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  March,  with  tije  accompanying  papers,  and  approve  of  the 
steps  you  have  taken  to  carry  out  my  instructions.  1  beg  you  also  to 
convey  to  Acting  Master  Commanding  T.  A.  Harris  my  approval  of  his 
actions. 

I  dispatch  this  by  the  TJ.  S.  surveying  vessel  Bibb,  under  Captain 
Boutelle,  assistant  of  the  Coast  Survey,  to  ascertain  from  you  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  aflairsin  and  around  Mosquito  Inlet. 

Captain  Boutelle  takes  down  a  12  pounder  rifled  howitzer  for  the 
Henry  Andrew,  which  is  sent  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  Acting 
Master  Harris. 

I  wish  you  to  inform  me  if  you  consider  the  Henry  Andrew  as  in  any 
danger  from  the  rebel  fire  where  she  lies,  and  whether  she  can  maintain 
her  position  inside  the  bar  without  improper  hazard.  My  object  in  keep- 
ing her  there  was  not  only  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  arms  from  Nassau, 
New  Providence,  but  also  to  guard  the  large  quantity  of  live  oak  from 
incendiarism. 

At  this  season  the  blockade  can  be  effectually  maintained  outside, 
particularly  with  two  vessels,  but  I  should  regret  theloss  of  the  timber, 
yet  this  must  be  submitted  to  if  there  is  any  risk  of  the  loss  of  the 
Henry  Andrew  in  her  present  position. 

Yon  will  therefore  act  according  to  your  best  judgment  in  the  matter, 
and  withdraw  her  if  necessary  outside  the  bar. 

You  will  please  reply  in-full  to  this  communication,  informing  me  of 
your  wants  in  the  various  departments  of  botli  vessels. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson, 

U.  8.  8.  Penguin,  off  Mosquito  [Inlet.] 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written  the  Bibh  goes  down  under  charge 
of  her  first  officer,  Mr.  Piatt. 

S.  F.Du  Pont, 

Flag-OffiA}^. 
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Letter  of  commendation  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieu- 
tenant Stevens,  U.  8.  Navy,  on  the  recovery  of  the  yacht  America. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  5,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  not  had  au  opportunity  to  write  to  you  since  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  28th  ultimo,  informing  me  of  your  recovery  of 
the  yacht  America. 

[  beg  you  to  receive  my  commendations  and  congratulations  on  this 
interesting  service,  in  the  ])erformance  of  which  you  have  siiown  so 
much  untiring  dete.rniiuatiou  and  skill.  1  have  received  from  Lieuten- 
ant Irwin,  of  whom  you  have  spoken  so  favorably  in  your  report,  a  full 
account  of  the  event. 

Please  convey  my  tliauks  to  Acting  Master  Budd,  and  First  Assistant 
Engineer  Dnngan,  whose  valuable  assistance  is  also  referred  fo  by  you. 
The  historic  interest  which  attaches  to  this  vessel  and  the  incidents 
attending  her  careei'  up  to  the  time  of  your  remarkable  capture  and 
recovery  of  her,  make  me  very  anxious  to  get  her  safely  to  Port  lioyal, 
where  1  purpose  to  refit  her  and  send  her  North. 

You  will  therefore  use  your  best  judgment  in  getting  her  towed  up 
by  the  first  army  transport  that  may,  with  the  approval  of  General 
»\  right,  undertake  the  service,  recommending  great  caution  to  the 
captain  in  the  performance  of  it.  If  you  think  any  other  mode  be  pref- 
erable, please  suggest  it. 
Itespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Flag-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa,  Senior  Officer  in  St.  John's  River: 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  within  communication  I  have  been  informed, 
through  a  message  this  moment  received  from  lirigadier  (General  Hen- 
ham,  that  the  order  had  gone  forward  to  withdraw  the  troops  from 
Jacksonville,  stating  that  the  occupation  of  it  was  a  military  error. 

I  endeavored  unofficially  to  represent  the  political  requirements  of 
Florida  and  the  necessity  of  holding  Jacksonville  by  a  respectable 
force  in  both  branches,  but  this  is  no  longer  a  question;  I  write  to  call 
your  special  attention  as  to  what  may  be  the  efl'ect  of  the  withdrawal 
of  the  troops,  and  you  must  have  a  vigilant  eye  to  the  safety  of  the 
naval  force  under  youi'  command. 

You  will,  of  course,  give  all  the  security  you  can,  and  hold,  as  far  as 
you  are  able,  the  city  of  Jacksonville  and  the  coitst  of  the  St.  John's 
River,  but  you  must  not  unnecessarily  hazard  your  vessel  in  guarding 
that  which  is  1  he  duty  of  the  Army  to  protect,  if  jjrotection  is  necessary. 

The  blockade  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  our  first  duty,  and  you  will 
see  that  this  is  effectually  maintained  by  your  force,  whether  inside  or 
outside  of  the  bar. 

I  can  not  be  more  specific,  but  1  rely  upon  your  discretion  and  .judg 
ment  in  meeting  this  new  condition  of  affairs. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

I  need  hardly  add  that  all  protection  to  loyal  people  that  you  can 
give  will  meet  my  warm  approval,  even  to  receiving  them  on  board. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Dii  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Drayton, 
U.  (S'.  Navy,  to  aid  in  the  foricarding  of  dispatches  for  Lieutenant 
Utevens,  U.  8.  Navy,  in  8t.  Johns  River,  Florida.    ^ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  April  5,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  sending  the  Bihh,  under  Mr.  Piatt,  her  executive  officer, 
to  Mosquito  and  St.  Augustine,  with  orders  to  run  in  and  communicate 
with  you. 

The  Bibb  can  not  cross  the  St.  John's  Bar,  and  I  have  no  means  of 
communicating  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens.  Will  you  for- 
ward the  accompanying  dispatch  to  him,  and  if  you  cap  carry  out  in 
any  way  my  wishes  expressed  therein  with  regard  to  the  yacht  Amer- 
ica i  wish  you  to  do  so. 

Eespectfully,  etc.,  S.  V.  13u  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  P.  Deayton, 

U.  8.  8.  Paivnee,  Fernandina. 

P.  S. — You  will  perceive  by  my  postscript  to  the  communication  to 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  the  great  importance' of  sending  my 
dispatch  to  him. 

I  have  since  learned  that  our  new  military  authorities  have  directed 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Jacksonville,  which  has  caused  me 
to  send  the  Isaac  Smith  there  at  once,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Nicholson  will  deliver  the  dispatch  hiuiself  to  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens.  The  military  force,  I  learn,  is  to  be  somewhat  increased  at 
St.  Augustine,  which  enables  me  to  withdraw  the  Smith.  1  feel  great 
concern  for  the  inhabitants  of  Jacksonville  who  have  committed  them- 
selves to  the  Union  cause,  and  though  my  duty  is  to  blockade  and  not 
to  protect,  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  to  do  all  he 
can  to  efl'ect  the  latter. 

S.  F.  l)u  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Report  of  Brigadier- General  Viele,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  rumored  readi- 
ness of  Confederates  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Pulaski,  Savannah  River. 

Daufuskie  Island,  April  6,  1862. 
General:  I  was  sorry  not  to  have  seen  you  here  yesterday,  as  1 
would  be  glad  to  have  you  see  what  my  arrangements  are. 

A  negro  from  Fort  Pulaski  came  in  last  evening.  He  says  that  Col- 
onel Olmstead,  at  the  fort,  read  a  letter  on  parade  from  the  command- 
ing general  at  Savannah,  saying  that  the  preparations  were  completed 
for  relieving  the  garrison,  and  that  it  would  be  done  in  a  few  days  with 
their  entire  force  of  30,000  men  if  necessary.  They  are  to  attack  the 
batteries  on  the  river  simultaneously  with  those  on  Tybee.  I  under- 
stand that  Commodore  Du  Pont  talks  of  taking  the  gunboats  away  from 
here.  This  would  leave  me  in  an  extraordinary  position  of  helpless- 
ness, I  think  that  all  the  light-draft  boats  at  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
modore should  be  here  or  in  this  vicinity  at  this  time.  With  their  aid 
we  can  give  the  rebels  a  crushing  defeat  if  they  attack  us.  *  *  * 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Egbert  L.  Viele, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Hilton  Head. 
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[Endorsement.] 

Extract  from  letter  from  General  Viele  received  April  6,  1862.  In 
absence  of  General  Benham,  referred  to  General  Hunter  for  action.  If 
the  letter  referred  to  was  read  on  the  parade  as  of  the  day  when  it  is 
said  a  person  got  access  to  the  fort,  it  must  have  been  read  some  two 
days  ago  or  more. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  Ely, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[Second  endorsement.] 

Most  respectfully  referred  to  Commodore  Du  Pont,  flag-officer,  U.  S. 
Navy,  who  is  most  earnestly  requested  to  give  us  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power.  As  two  days  have  elapsed  since  the  reading  of  the  letter 
in  Pulaski,  the  time  for  its  relief  is  at  hand  and  all  our  exertions  for 
the  safety  of  the  batteries  should  be  made  at  once. 

D.  Hunter, 
Major- General. 

Letter  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major- General  Hunter, 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  naval  vessels  sent  to  Wall's  Gut,  South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  €.,  April  6,  1862. 
Geneeal  :  I  have  this  moment  received  the  letter  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Viele  to  Brigadier  General  Benham  referred  by  you  to  me,  and 
have  already  made  signal  to  the  armed  tug  Mercury  to  rejoin  the  naval 
force  at  Wall's  Out. 

The  Mercury  is  the  only  vessel  I  have  of  which  the  draft  will  admit 
of  going  to  the  support  of  General  Viele.  I  have  no  intention  of  with- 
drawing the  gunboats  in  Wright's  and  Mud  rivers  without  first  inform- 
ing you  of  the  same,  though  I  want  them  much  elsewhere. 

I  am  looking  hourly  for  the  Seneca,  an  Xl-inch  cannon  gunboat,  which 
I  will  immediately  place  at  your  disposal. 

The  force  at  Wassaw  I  increased  yesterday  by  the  Vandalia,  sailing 
corvette,  making  four  vessels  there,  three  steamers. 

Excuse  the  haste  of  this  note  and  believe  me,  general,  with  great 
respect,  yours,  most  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Major-General  D.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head. 


Report  of  F lag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  the  names  of  addi- 
tional vessels  cavtured  by  the  blockading  fleet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  6,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  capture  of 
some  vessels  not  heretofore  communicated. 

The  British  schooner  Arroip  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Commander  0.  Steedman,  on  the  25th  of  February  last. 
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She  was  discovered  early  in  the  moruiiig  by  the  Jiienville  when  cruis- 
ing off  St.  John's,  Fla.,  standing  toward  the  land.  Finding  herself 
pursued,  she  altered  her  course  iirst  to  the  northward  and  then  to  the 
southward  and  eastward.    When  overtaken  she  hoisted  English  colors. 

The  Arroic  was  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  purported  to  be 
bound  to  New  York.  Her  cargo  was  salt,  which,  with  her  position  so 
near  the  coast  and  steering  directly  for  the  land,  seems  enough  to  secure 
her  condemnation. 

The  schooner  Alert  was  also  captured  off  St.  John's  by  the  Bienville 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  February.  She  was  taken  just  off  the  bar 
when  attempting  to  cross.  Her  master  and  owner  is  William  Hone,  of 
the  city  of  Savannah,  who  was  taken  north  as  a  prisoner  by  the  Bien- 
ville. She  cleared  from  Havana  and  her  cargo,  by  her  bill  of  lading, 
consisted  of  25,000  cigars  and  207  bags  of  coffee. 

The  schooner  Julia  Warden  and  the  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary  were 
captured  in  Cape  Romain  passage,  between  the  Santee  River  and 
Charleston  (the  first  on  the  27th  and  the  second  on  the  29th  ultimo),  by 
the  U.  S.  armed  bark  Restless,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Oonroy, 
commanding.    Their  cargoes  were  rice  and  corn  meal. 

The  four  vessels  above  named  are  now  in  this  port.  I  have  ordered 
a  board  of  officers  to  apjjraise  their  value,  the  value  of  their  cargoes, 
and  to  determine  their  seaworthiness.  When  the  reports  are  ready,  I 
will  inform  the  Department  of  the  result. 

The  ship  Emily  8t.  Pierre,  of  Charleston,  from  Calcutta,  was  captured 
on  the  18th  ultimo  by  the  blockading  squadron  whilst  steering  directly 
for  Charleston  Harbor.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  2,173  bales  of  gunny 
cloth.  Comnlander  Goldsborough  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudica- 
tion. Most  of  her  crew  went  north  in  the  steamer  Oriental,  which  left 
Port  Koyal  on  the  28th  ultimo. 

The  English  sloop  Coquette,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  was  captured 
by  the  Susquehanna,  Captain  Lardner,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d 
instant,  about  2  miles  from  Charleston  Bar.  She  had  a  cargo  suitable 
for  and  in  great  demand  in  a  Southern  port.  Captain  Lardner  sent  her 
to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication. 

Another  schooner  was  seen  on  shore  by  the  blockading  vessels  on 
Sullivan's  Island,  where  she  remains  a  wreck. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  Senate  resolution  regarding  the  reported 
inefficiency  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  G. 

Navy  Department,  April  7, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated  the  3d 
instant,  received  from  the  Hon.  John  P.  Hale,  chairman  Committee 
Naval  Affairs,  TJ.  S.  Senate,  asking  information  respecting  the  blockade 
of  the  Southern  coast,  particularly  the  port  of  Charleston,  which  sub- 
ject the  committee  are  directed  to  enquire  into  by  resolution  of  the 
Senate. 
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The  Department  invites  your  particular  attention  to  Mr.  Hale's  letter 
and  the  resolution  it  embodies,  and  desires  you  to  furnish  as  early  as 
practicable  a  full  report  on  the  subjects  of  enquiry. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Ofllcer  S.  P.  Du  Pont,  etc. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Senate  Naval  Committee  Room,  April  .9,  Jf96'5. 
SiK:  A  resolution,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  and  referred  to  this  committee: 

liesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  he  instmoted  to  enquire  whether 
there  has  been  any  laxity  on  the  part  of  our  naval  officers  charged  with  the  blockade 
of  the  Southern  Atlantic  coast,  and  particularly  at  the  port  of  Charleston,  and 
whether  there  be  any  ionudation  in  truth  for  the  stateinent  made  by  the  British  con- 
sul to  his  Government,  that  armed  troopships  of  the  Confederate  States,  carrying 
munitions  of  war,  have  been  allowed  to  go  in  and  out  of  Charleston  and  no  attempt 
made  to  stop  them,  and  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
pnpers. 

In  behalf  of  the  committee  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  com- 
municate to  them  all  the  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Department 
relative  to  the  matter  enquired  of  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  also 
that  you  will  as  early  as  practicable  obtain  from  the  naval  officers 
stationed  near  Charleston  and  charged  with  the  blockade  of  that  port 
a  full  and  explicit  statement  touching  the  same  subject  of  enquiry. 
Very  resjiectfully,  yours, 
•  Jno.  p.  Hale, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Order  of  Flafj-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Truxtun,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  retain  command  in  ISt.  Helena  Sound  and  South  Edisto,  South 
Carolina, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  7,  18H2. 

SiE :  On  full  reconsideration,  I  have  determined  t«  revoke  the  orders 
before  given  to  you. 

Ton  will  please,  therefore,  to  remain  in  charge  of  the  waters  of  St. 
Helena  Sound  and  South  Edisto,  placing  your  ship  in  the  best  i)osition 
for  that  purpose,  informing  Captain  Boiitelle  of  this  change  in  your 
orders. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  T.  Teuxtttn, 

U.  S.  Ship  Dale,  St.  Helena. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Prentiss,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 

Navy  Department,  April  7,  1862. 
Sir  :  Tou  will  proceed  with  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Albatross  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 
and  report  to  Flag-OfiBcer  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  George  A.  Prentiss, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Albatross,  off  Beaufort,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gillis,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  reconnaissance  by 

the  U.  <S'.  steamers  U.  B.  Hale  and  Mercury,  in  Wright's  River,  South 

Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  B.  Hale, 
Wrighfs  River,  South  Carolina,  April  7,  18H2. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  this  date,  I  proceeded  with 
this  vessel  and  the  steam  tug  Mercury  so  far  up  Wright's  River  as  I 
thought  it  would  be  prudent  to  venture,  which  was  within  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  of  the  earthwork  in  process  of  construction  by  the  rebels  at 
what  is  called  the  "  rice  plantation,"  on  the  borders  of  the  North  Chan- 
nel of  Savannah  River. 

On  my  way  up  I  saw  a  force  of  150  or  200  men  located  a  short  dis- 
tance above  Fort  Drayton.  Some  of  them  were  mounted.  I  threw 
shell  among' them,  the  first  one  exploding  in  their  midst  and  causing 
them  to  disperse  in  all  directions.  1  also  saw  a  few  men  about  the  fort, 
but  could  discover  no  signs  of  its  being  reoccupied  by  the  rebels;  the 
shell  thrown  into  it  failed  to  elicit  a  reply. 

I  turned  my  attention  next  to  the  forces  encamped  on  the  rice  plan- 
tation, in  number,  I  judge,  500,  a  large  portion  occupying  the  negro 
quarters. 

A  few  well-directed  shell  from  this  vessel  and  the  Mercury  caused  a 
rapid  evacuation  and  a  retreat  to  the  earthworks.  Several  shell 
exploded  immediately  over  them,  and  one  at  the  corner  of  the  mill. 

Our  10-second  shell  could  reach  them  easily  from  our  position,  and 
had  the  tide  permitted  a  longer  stay,  I  should  have  remained  and  com- 
pleted the  work  of  shelling  them  out.  But  as  in  passing  up  we  found 
in  one  place  but  9  feet  of  water,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  return,  pre- 
ferring such  a  course  rather  than  being  taken  at  a  disadvantage,  A 
causeway  distant  from  us  but  one-fourth  of  a  mile  would  have  enabled 
the  enemy  to  bring  guns  to  bear  upon  us,  and  a  low  tide  would  have 
prevented  a  retirement. 

Below  1  append  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  of  this 
vessel, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Jambs  H.  Gillis, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  E.  B.  Hale. 

Lieutenant  N.  Collins,  U.  S,  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla. 

lO-second  shell 30 

15-8econd  shell 3 

5-secoiid  shell 3 

Total 36 
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Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Ihi  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Upshur,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commandiny  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Charleston,  S.  G.  •> 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  S,  J862. 
Sib:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Flambeau,  under  your  com- 
mand, off  Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner  for  blockading 
duty. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

F  lag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur, 

v.  S.  S.  Flambeau,  Port  Royal. 

Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Hunter,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  J)u  Pont, 
U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  contemplated  attack  upon  Fort  Pulaski,  Savan- 
nah River. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  April  S,  18()2. 
Commodore:  1  contemplate  opening  the  attack  on  Fort  Pulaski  by 
sunrise  to-morrow  morning  and  have  to  ask  of  you  all  the  cooperation 
and  assistance  in  your  power.  A  few  days'  further  delay  would  place 
our  batteries  on  Tybee  Island  in  a  more  perfect  condition,  perhaps;  but 
I  am  satisfied  that  such  delay  would  be  of  more  service  to  the  enemy 
than  to  ourselves. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obsdient  servant, 

D.  Hunter, 

Major-  General. 
Flag-OfBcer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Hunter, 

U.  S.  Army,  responding  to  the  request  of  the  latter  for  cooperation 

against  Fort  Pulaski. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  8,  1862. 

General  :  I  have  your  communication  of  this  date  and  will  be  happy 
to  give  any  assistance  you  may  deem  advisable ;  but  I  have  not  a  vessel 
that  could  be  of  the  slightest  support,  of  suflBciently  light  draft  to  enter 
Tybee  Koads,  except  the  regular  gunboats.  They  are  all  away,  except 
the  Unadilla,  at  Wright's  River,  with  Brigadier-General  Viele's  com- 
mand. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Rodgers  to  go  on  shore  and  call  upon  you  in 
reference  to  the  matter. 

I  had  ordered  the  Vandalia  from  Tybee  Roads  round  to  Wassaw  to 
increase  the  force  there,  at  General  Benham's  request.  If  she  has 
not  left  Tybee,  and  you  prefer  she  should  remain  there,  I  will  send 
an  order  to  that  effect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Major-General  Hunter, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wells,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  ship  Vandalia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  8,  1862. 
Sib  :  If  this  order  reaches  you  in  time  you  will  please  remain  at 
Tybee  Eoads,  if  the  military  commanding  officer  considers  you  are  of 
more  service  in  your  present  position;   otherwise,  proceed  at  once  to 
Wassaw. 

ResiiectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  O.  IL  Wells, 

TJ.  8.  Ship  Vandalia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Oolds- 
horongh,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  violation  of  orders  in  the  matter  of 
correspondence  with  newspapers. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  S,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  perceive  in  the  New  York  Times  of  April  4  a  letter  dated 
from  the  Florida,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  to  thevNew  York  Times  and  signed 
"J.  S.  G." 

This  publie  correspondence  with  a  newspaper  I  consider  a  violation 
of  my  General  Orders,  No.  8. 

I  am  determined  to  send  home  every  officer  in  this  fleet  who  violates 
this  order,  and  I  request  that  you  should  let  this  be  understood  in 
future  on  board  of  your  ship. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  J.  E.  Goldsborough, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Florida,  Port  Boyal. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  general  affairs  in 
and  about  8t.  Augustine. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
St.  Augiistine,  Fla.,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  my  communications  of  yesterday  1  have  received  your 
orders  (by  the  Bibb)  to  leave  for  St.  John's  River. 

I  shall  be  unable  to  leave  before  the  full  moon,  if  then,  as  the  tides 
have  been  so  very  low  for  some  time  past  that  it  is  dangerous  even  for 
one  of  our  cutters  to  cross  the  bar. 

The  small  schooner  TJnited  States,  that  brought  the  provisions  to  us, 
has  been  lying  at  the  bar  for  the  last  eight  days,  unable  to  get  over, 
and  she  only  draws  7  feet. 

You  are  aware  probably  that  I  have  but  15  tons  of  coal,  or  two  days 
steaming,  none  having  been  sent  down  to  me.  My  provisions  will  last 
some  time,  as  I  have  purchased  some  from  the  sale  of  the  prize  schooner. 

Will  you  send  me  orders  as  to  the  disiwsition  of  the  two  schooners, 
the  Garibaldi,  captured  in  here,  and  British  Empire,  at  Matanzas  ?    In 
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my  opinion  the  latter  is  nearly  worthless,  being  an  old  lumber  vessel, 
and,  after  being  stripped  of  anything  of  use,  had  best  be  burned. 

What  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  cre\r  of  said  schooner?  The 
captain  and  three  of  the  crew  are  from  Jacksonville;  the  remaining  two 
are  from  Nassau. 

In  my  communication  of  yesterday  I  stated  my  reasons  for  disposing 
of  the  cargo  prior  to  its  being  condemned.  The  sale  will  be  concluded 
to-day,  and  such  articles  as  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  town  I  will 
take  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

Having  acted  in  this  matter  of  the  prize  schooner  from  the  best 
motives,  viz,  to  relieve  my  fellow-creatures  in  distress,  I  trust  that  you 
will  approve  of  my  proceedings  in  writing,  that  I  may  forward  that 
approval  with  the  other  documents  for  the  consideration  of  the  court 
that  has  to  adjudicate. 

Can  you  not  send  me  answers  to  this  before  the  next  spring  tide  (the 
14th  instant)? 

Matanzas  Inlet  had  10  feet  of  water  at  the  time  the  schooner  ran  in; 
they  buoyed  the  bar  out. 

They  left  the  Cecile  steamer,  also  Ulla  Warley,  at  Nassau,  both 
loading. 

Everything  appears  to  be  quiet,  although  rumors  of  an  exciting  char- 
acter are  flying  around  of  the  advance  of  Governor  Milton,  with  »,000 
troops,  upon  Jacksonville  and  this  town.  Most  of  the  men  appear  to 
be  well  disposed,  while  many  of  the  ladies  are  becoming  to  be  ladylike, 
while  others  are  still  bitter  toward  the  defenders  of  that  flag  under 
which  tjiey  have  enjoyed  such  prosperity. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Dv  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Stevens,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  the  master  of  the  steamer 
Cosmopolitan,  urging  that  transports  preserve  their  proper  stations 
in  line. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
St.  John^s  River,  Florida,  April  .9, 1862. 
My  Dear  Captain  :  I  address  you  for  the  purpose  of  impressing 
upon  you  the  absolute  necessity  for  the  transports  to  preserve  their 
proper  stations  in  the  line;  otherwise  the  vessels  of  war  designed  for 
the  ])rotection  of  the  transports  and  troops  on  board  will  be  unable  to 
afford  it. 

Within  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  two  below,  our  vessels  have  been 
fired  upon  from  the  thickets  by  the  rebels,  and  I  design  shelling  them 
out  if  there. 

Yours,  truly, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Senior  Naval  Officer. 
Captain  [A.  C]  Crookek, 

Commanding  Steamer  Cosmopolitan. 
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Letter  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Forbes  to  Flag- Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  for- 
warding information  regarding  the  proposed  attempt  to  break  the 
blockade. 

Beaufort,  April  9,  1862. 
My  Dear  Commodore  :  I  have  just  received  a  line  from  our  friend 
P.  S.  Forbes,  dated  New  York,  2d  April,  in  which  he  says  he  has  cer- 
tain information  that  the  rebels  are  expecting  three  ironclad  steamers 
from  Europe,  with  the  intention  of  breaking  the  blockade.  He  fears 
they  are  ou  the  way  now,  and  begs  me  at  once  to  report  the  informa- 
tion to  you. 

You  are  aware  that  our  friend  has  very  intimate  relations  with  the 
French  naval  officers  and  also  has  a  very  close  correspondence  with 
Paris.    He  does  not  indicate  where  he  gets  his  information,  but  I  think 
it  worth  sending  to  you  promptly. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Forbes. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  V.  Dtt  Pont. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  postponement 
of  the  attack  vpon  Fort  Pulaski,  Savannah  River. 

Ttbee,  April  9, 1862. 

Mt  Dear  Commodore:  The  batteries  were  not  quite  ready  last 
night,  all  th*  artillerists  had  not  been  sufficiently  instructed,  a  colum- 
biad  and  a  mortar  remained  to  be  mounted,  and  General  Hunter  deter- 
mined to  defer  the  attack  until  tomorrow  morning.  There  are  35 
mortars  and  cannon  in  battery  at  Tybee. 

There  is  a  serious  want  of  fuzes,  and  I  have  told  the  general  that  I 
was  sure  you  would  aid  him  to  the  extent  of  your  resources.  Lieutenant 
Shunk,  the  chief  of  ordnance,  has  been  ordered  to  apply  to  you  for  what 
you  can  give.  Mr.  Preston  can  show  him  the  inventory  of  the  Haseltine 
with  our  ordnance  stores,  and  we  might  supply  some  from  the  Wabash. 

General  Hunter  will  give  a  battery  to  a  detachment  from  the  Wabash 
if  you  will  send  one.  It  strikes  me  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  Navy  to  have  a  hand  in  the  bombardment.  If  we  take  the  battery 
we  should  man  it  with  our  best  men,  who  know  how  to  aim  well,  for 
they  would  be  much  observed.  Seventy-five  or  a  hundred  men  would 
answer,  furnishing  three  reliefs,  for  the  army  guns  are  much  more  easily 
worked  than  ours.  Our  batteries  are  very  well  placed,  the  mortars 
are  superb,  the  guns  excellent,  but  I  do  not  think  much  of  the  defenses 
against  the  enemy's  shot. 

I  beg  you  to  pardon  the  great  haste  in  which  I  write,  and  to  believe 
me,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  most  faithfully  yours, 

C.  R.  P.  EODGBRS. 

Flag-Offlcer  Dtr  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

It  is  quite  important  about  the  fuzes.  Preston  had  better  do  all  he 
can  to  help  Mr.  Shunk. 

I  enclose  a  letter  just  received  from  General  Gillmore.  I  think  a 
portion  of  his  requisition  can  be  furnished  from  our  ship  and  the 
Ma^eltine. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier- General  GUlmore,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander 
Rodger  s,  U.  S.  Navy,  naming  articles  required  for  the  attack  upon  Fort 
PulaaM. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Tyhee  Island,  Ga.,  April  9,  1862. 
Captain:  The  articles  we  require  the  most  to  enable  us  to  open  fire 
in  fair  condition  are  5,000  X-iuch  columbiad  cartridge  bags,  or  flannel 
to  make  them  of;  2,500  X-inch  sabots  and  tin  straps  (sabots  for  IX-inch 
shells  will  answer);  6,000  paper  fuzes  (10,  14,  and  20  seconds);  1,200 
Vlll-iuch  sabots  and  straps  (sabots  for  32pounder  shells  will  answer). 
If  you  can  assist  me  in  getting  any  or  all  of  the  above-named  articles 
from  any  of  the  gunboats  in  Wassaw  Sound,  you  will  do  a  great  public 
service  and  confer  a  favor  on. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GiLLMORE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Captain  Eodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

On  hoard  U.  S.  Transport  McClellan,  Tyhee. 

A  note  from  you  to  the  senior  officer  at  Wassaw  would  perhaps  facili- 
tate matters. 

Q.  A.  G. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  8.  Wavy,  regarding  a  reconnaissance  in 
'  North  Hdisto  River,  South  Carolina,  April  9-10,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
North  Edisto  River,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  the  sailing  of  the  Crusader  I  have  endeavored  to  become 
acquainted,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  localities  of  this  station;  and 
that  we  might  more  effectually  cooperate  with  the  forces  stationed  on 
North  Edisto,  I  invited  Colonel  B.  Q.  Fellows,  of  the  Third  New  Hamp- 
shire flegiment,  and  several  members  of  his  staff  to  come  aboard,  that 
we  might  together  make  a  reconnoissauce  up  the  North  Edisto. 

On  the  9th  instant  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  passing  the  mouth  of 
the  Dawho,  and  anchored  a  short  distance  above  the  position  where 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ehind  found  the  torpedoes,  and  which  he  so 
successfully  captured. 

Having  been  informed  by  a  contraband  that  there  was  a  battery  of 
two  guns  on  Bear  Bluff,  and  observing  some  rebels  on  shore,  I  directed 
the  X-inch  gun  to  be  fired  in  that  direction.  This  dispersed  the  rebels, 
but  brought  no  reply  from  the  battery,  and  we  were  of  the  opinion  that 
there  was  no  battery  on  Bear  Bluff. 

Having  received  an  invitation  from  Colonel  Fellows,  of  the  Third 
New  Hampshire  Regiment,  commanding  the  post,  to  cross  the  island 
and  visit  the  outposts,  I  gladly  availed  myself  of  his  kind  offer  and 
accompanied  him  to  the  South  Edisto  side  of  the  island,  and  near  to 
Watt's  Cut,  where  we  saw  only  about  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  rebel 
pickets,  but  did  not  go  nearer  them  than  easy  rifle  range. 

The  admirable  disposition  of  the  troops  at  the  present  time  secures, 
n  my  judgment,  the  complete  control  of  this  island  and  vicinity,  and 
an  attack  from  the  enemy  can  be  successfully  repelled  by  the  force  now 
here. 
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We  draw  from  the  recouuoissauce  luade  ou  the  Dth  instant  aboard 
this  ship,  and  ou  the  10th  iustaiit  across  the  island,  that  a  light-draft 
gunboat  off  Jehossee  Island,  in  the  South  Edisto,-and  a  vessel  off  the 
Dawho,  as  recommended  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ehind,  which 
position  I  shall  take  in  the  morning,  will  render  an  attack  from  the 
rebels  impossible. 

I  need  only  say  that  the  heartiest  cordiality  exists  betwixt  the  com- 
mandant of  this  post  and  myself,  not  only  socially,  but  oflQcially.  I 
have  expressed  my  desire  to  cooperate  in  every  way  most  advantageous 
to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  aboard  the  Pocahontas. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  Balch, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Oomdtj.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  St, 
Simon's  Sound,  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
St.  Simon's  Sound,  April  10,  1862. 

SiE :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  1st  instant,  I  proceeded  from 
Port  Koyal  Harbor  to  this  place,  relieving  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Balch,  who  sailed  to  Port  Koyal  for  supplies. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  found  on  St.  Simon's  a  colony  of  26  men,  C 
women,  and  9  children,  contrabands,  since  which  there  has  been  an 
addition  of  14  men.  All  of  these  are  at  work  planting  potatoes,  corn, 
etc.,  and  are  doing  well,  requiring  as  yet  but  little  aid  in  the  line  of 
provisions  aside  from  what  is  to  be  had  on  the  i)lace. 

I  have  visited  Dubignon's  plantation,  on  Jekyl  Island,  and  procured 
a  supijly  of  sweet  potatoes  for  use  of  the  colony. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Potomslca  I  dispatched  her  to  the  north  end  ot 
St.  Simon's  Island  to  blockade  Doboy,  etc.,  and  prevent  any  landing  ou 
that  end  of  the  island. 

Having  heard  this  morning  from  an  intelligent  contraband  that  a 
schooner  loaded  with  blankets,  shoes,  etc.,  had  run  into  St.  Catherine's 
some  ten  days  since,  and  is  now  lying  back  of  the  island  trading  with 
the  rebels,  I  intend  sending  an  armed  boat  with  orders  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Watmough  to  take  the  schooner  if  safe  and  practicable. 

I  have  my  men  at  work  on  Jekyl  Island  getting  the  railroad  iron 
from  the  forts  to  the  beach.  I  should  judge  there  will  be  about  125 
tons  of  this  iron. 

Commander  Godon  left  orders  that  when  the  iron  was  removed  to 
blow  up  the  casemated  forts.  Should  you  desire  the  forts  destroyed,  1 
can  do  so  by  burning. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


E.  Laniee, 
Commander. 


Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flagship  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G. 
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Order  of  Commander  Lanier^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Watmough,  U.  S. 
Ncivy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Potomslca,  to  search  for  blocTcade  runner 
near  St.  Catherine's,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
St.  Simon's  Sound,  April  10,  186S. 
Sir:  I  have  heard  from  contrabands  that  a  schooner  some  ten  days 
since  ran  the  blockade  and  that  she  is  now  lying  back  of  St.  Cathe- 
rine's, between  tliat  island  and  the  main.     I  have  sent  Acting  Master 
[John  S.]  Dennis  with  C  marines  and  an  armed  boat's  crew,  in  case  you 
may  need,  their  services. 
If  you  can  go  in  the  Potomslca  you  may  be  able  to  take  the  schooner, 
I  do  not  wish  you  to  expose  the  boats  where  you  can  not  cover  them 
with  your  guns.    I  trust  to  your  own  good  judgment  to  guide  yon  in 
this  affair,  if  you  go.    Your  pilot  will  be  able  to  inform  you  if  you  can 
get  through,  with  good  water  back  of  the  island. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lanier, 
Commander. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Watmough, 

U.  S.  S.  Potomska,  East  End  St.  Simon's. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  withdratcal  from 
JacTcsonville  in  view  of  the  presence  in  that  vicinity  of  a  large  Confed- 
erate ^orce. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Mayport,  Fla.,  April  10,  1862. 
Sir:  Upon  consultation  with  General  Wright,  who  had  orders  to 
evacuate  Jacksonville  and  withdraw  the  land  forces,  I  concluded  to 
withdraw  the  naval  forces  under  my  command  to  this  place.  A  large 
rebel  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonville  renders  a  conflict  between 
them  and  our  forces  probable,  in  which  event  the  town  would  be  in 
peril ;  and  as  it  contains  a  large  amount  of  property  belonging  to  Union 
people,  this  was  the  main  reason  which  influenced  my  course. 

The  Ellen  returns  to  Jacksonville_ to-day  with  orders  to  send  a  boat 
on  shore  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  land  Judge  Burritt  and  family,  who 
came  on  board  the  Ottan-a  for  protection,  and  now  desire  to  return. 

Since  communicating  with  you  I  have  visited  Orange  Mills  and  shelled 
thehouseof  Dr.  Mays,  afterbeing  satisfied  he  was  the  party  mainly  impli- 
cated in  the  abduction  of  De  Costa.  Should  I  not  receive  instructions 
from  you  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  I  shall  visit,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating  with  you  personally  for  new  instructions  in  the 
change  of  policy,  which  has  produced  great  distress  among  the  Union 
people,  many  of  whom  are  fleeing  for  their  lives  for  protection  against 
the  Confederate  Government,  and  are  on  board  of  the  transports  and 
naval  vessels. 

Tlie  visit  of  the  Ellen  to  Jacksonville  will  assure  the  Confederate 
authorities  [that]  we  still  hold  possession  of  the  rivei-.    Captain  Budd 
has  orders  to  hoist  the  flag  of  truce  only  when  appearing  oft'  the  town. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  U.  S.  ifavy. 

Flag-Ofticer  S.  Y.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  JHoclmding  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Budd,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Ellen,  to  proceed  on  special  duty  to  Jack- 
sonville. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Of  Mayport,  [Fla.],  April  JO,  1862. 
Sir:  The  opeu  instructions,  which  I  herewith  enclose,  you  will  show 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  rebel  troops  at  Jacksonville  to  explain 
the  object  of  your  visit. 

Availing  yourself  of  this  opportunity,  you  will  examine  carefully  the 
different  points  upon  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  informing  yourself 
whether  there  is  any  evidence  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  rebels 
to  prevent  our  free  occupation  of  it. 

While  cautioning  you  against  the  probability  of  ambuscades,  I  would 
also  caution  you  against  an  unnecessary  display  of  force.    The  mission 
intrusted  to  your  charge  is  a  delicate  and  responsible  one,  for  the  per- 
formance of  which  I  rely  upon  your  discretion  and  judgment. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Comdg.  77.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  St.  John's. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ellen. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Mayport,  April  10,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Ellen  io  Jaclisonville  and  there  land 
Judge  S.  L.  Burritt  and  family,  with  such  of  their  effects  as  are  on 
board  your  vessel  if  he  should  desire  it,  unless  objections  should  be 
made  thereto  by  the  enemy,  who  may  be  in  occupation  of  the  place. 

On  your  arrival  at  Jacksonville,  should  a  force  be  there,  you  will 
send  a  boat  on  shore  with  a  white  flag  and  exhibit  these  instructions 
to  the  officer  in  command  to  show  him  the  purpose  of  your  visit. 

Having  accomplished  tiie  object  of  your  mission,  you  will  return 
without  delay  and  report  to  me  at  this  place. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Na.val  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  the  St.  John's. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,   . 

Commanding  Ellen. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  L>ii  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  resume  blockade  duty  off  Georgetown,  S.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  10,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  under  your 
command  and  resume  the  blockade  of  Georgetown,  S.  C,  reporting  to 
Commander  Le  Roy,  of  the  Keystone  State. 
Please  see  that  you  have  the  mails  for  the  last-named  vessel. 
Respectfully,  etc;., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Volujiteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Bark  Oem  of  the  Sea,  Port  Royal. 
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Participation  of  a  naval  force  in  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort 
PulasM,  Ga.,  April  10-11,  1862* 

Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pout,  11.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  13,  1863. 
Sir:  The  dispatches  from  the  coiiiiuaiiding  general  of  this  depart- 
ment to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  will  convey  the  gratifying 
intelligence  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Pulaski. 

It  was  a  purely  military  operation,  the  resnlt  of  laborious  and  scien- 
tific preparation  and  of  consummate  skill  and  bravery  in  the  execution. 
It  would  not  have  pertained  to  me  to  address  you  in  reference  to  this 
brilliant  and  successful  achievement  had  not  Major-General  Hunter, 
with  a  generous  spirit,  long  to  be  remembered,  permitted  the  Navy  to 
be  represented  on  this  interesting  occasion  by  allowing  a  detachment 
of  seamen  and  officers  from  this  ship  to  serve  one  of  the  breaching  bat- 
teries. I  have  thanked  the  general  personally  for  this  kindness,  and  I 
desire  at  the  same  time  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  Brigadier- 
General  Benham  and  Acting  Brigadier-General  Gillmore  for  acts  of 
consideration  shown  by  them  to  my  officers  and  men. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  0,  E.  P.  Kodgers,  who  had  the 
honor  to  command  Battery  Sigel  on  the  second  and  important  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Special  Order  of  Brigadier-General  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Army,  assigning  naval  detachment  to  Bat- 
tery Sigel. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  37.  I  Tybee  Island,  Ga.,  April  11,  1862—4  a.  m. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  having,  in  compliance  with  a  request  from  the 
major  general  commanding  the  Department  of  the  South,  directed  a 
detachment  of  sailors  from  tiie  frigate  Wabash,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant John  Irwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  report  to  Commander  C.  E.  P.  Eodg- 
ers,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  service  in  one  of  tlie  batteries,  they  are  assigned 
to  Battery  Sigel,  just  vacated  by  two  companies  of  the  Forty-sixth  New 
York  State  Volunteers,  and  will  take  charge  of  the  three  30-pounder 
Parrott  aud  one  24pounder  James  on  the  right  of  the  battery. 

The  balance  of  the  battery  will  lemain  with  Captain  Turner,  U.  S. 
Army,  commissary  of  subsistence,  aud  will  be  served  by  a  detachment 
of  the  Eighth  Maine  Eegiment  under  Ca])tain  Mc  Arthur. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore. 

W.  L.  M.  Burger, 
First  Lieut.,  Vol.  Engineers,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  For  reports  of  army  operations,  see  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confeder- 
ate Armies  in  the  War  of  tlie  Rebellion,  Series  I,  Vols.  VI  aud  LIII. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Irwin,  TI.  S.  Navy,  to  command  detach- 
ment from  the  IT.  S.  S.  Wabaah. 

Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  8.  C,  April  9,  1862. 
SiE :  General  Hunter  having  kindly  suggested  that  he  would  give  a 
battery  on  Tybee  Island  established  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Pulaski 
to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ^Y abash,  you  will  please  take  such  a  force 
as  Lieutenant  Corbin  will  detail  and  report  to  Commander  G.  E.  P. 
Eodgers  for  this  purpose. 

I  am  well  assured  you  will  do  honor  to  yourself  on  this  service  and 
sustain  the  reputation  of  your  ship. 
EespectfuJly,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Irwin, 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Bodgen,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  13,  1862. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  the  detachment  from 
this  ship  which  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  part  in  the  bombardment 
of  Fort  Pulaski.  It  reached  Tybee  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  just 
before  the  fire  was  opened,  and  the  batteries  being  already  manned, 
our  men  couI&  not  participate  in  the  action  of  the  first  day. 

General  Hunter,  General  Beuham,  and  General  Gillmore,  all  mani- 
fested the  most  generous  desire  to  give  the  Navy  a  share  in  the  good 
work,  and  ou  the  11th,  the  most  important  day,  four  rifled  guns  in  Bat- 
tery Sigel,  one  of  the  nearest  and  most  exposed  batteries,  and  conse- 
quently one  of  the  posts  of  honor,  were  assigned  to  the  men  of  the 
\Vabash.  We  occupied  it  at  daybreak,  and  kept  up  a  steady  and  well- 
directed  fire  until  the  fort  hauled  down  its  flag,  at  2  p.  m. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  I  beg  leave  to  commend  to  you 
Lieutenant  Irwin,  Acting  Master  Eobertson,  and  Midshipmen  M.  L. 
Johnson  and  Frederick  Pearson ;  Lewis  Bonn,  captain  of  the  forecastle, 
and  George  H.  Wood,  quartermaster. 

When  the  enemy  hoisted  the  white  flag,  General  Benham  most  cour- 
teously invited  mo  to  detail  a  naval  officer  to  accompany  the  officer  sent 
by  him  to  arrange  the  terms  of  surrender,  and  I  sent  Lieutenant  Irwin 
upon  that  honorable  duty. 

I  spent  the  first  day  of  the  bombardment  in  the  trenches  with  Gen- 
eral Hunter  and  in  visiting  the  different  batteries,  which  I  caused  to 
be  visited  by  several  of  our  officers  and  men  that  they  might  profit  by 
tlie  experience  to  be  acquired. 

The  bombardment  began  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  10th  and  continued  during 
the  day,  but  at  first,  while  procuring  the  ranges,  it  was  somewhat  inac- 
curate, many  of  the  artillerists  being  quite  untrained. 

On  the  second  day,  in  spite  of  a  high  wind,  the  firing  from  the  rifled 
guns  and  columbiads  was  excellent,  the  former  boring  into  the  brick 
face  of  the  wall  like  augers,  the  latter  striking  like  trip  hammers  and 
breaking  off  great  masses  of  masonry  which  had  been  cut  loose  by 
the  rifles. 

The  four  upper  batteries  were  above  1,600  yards  distant  from  Pulaski, 
and  quite  beyond  the  distance  at  Avhich  it  has  hitherto  been  held  prac- 
ticable to  effect  a  breach,  but  which  jiroved  an  easy  breaching  range 
with  these  wonderful  projectiles  which  we  now  possess. 
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When  the  fort  surrendered,  the  barbette  guns  had  been  silenced  and 
many  of  them  had  been  dismounted ;  the  breach  was  practicable  in 
two  places,  and  could  have  been  stormed  without  doubt.  Our  projec- 
tiles were  passing  through  it,  and  were  knocking  down  the  opposite 
wall,  which  protected  the  main  magazine,  so  that  the  garrison  was 
convinced  that  in  an  hour  or  two  the  magazine  must  be  blown  up. 

The  heavy  Xlll-inch  mortars  inflicted  much  less  injury  than  I  had 
expected.  The  casemates  did  not  seem  at  all  shaken  by  them.  The 
parade  ground  had  been  formed  into  deep  furrows,  into  which  the 
shells  rolled  and  burst  without  the  power  of  doing  much  harm. 

The  guns  used  by  the  men  of  the  Wabash  were  three  30-pounder 
Parrotts  and  one  24-pounder  James. 

I  am,  very  res]>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  K.  P.  EODGEES, 
Commander,  Commnndimj  IT.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

Flag-Officer  S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Sonth  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baxter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
V.  8.  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  April  10- 
June  16,  1862. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  op  the  Sea, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  June  16,  1362. 

Sir:. I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  proceedings  with  the  U.  S. 
bark  Gem  of  the  Sea,  under  my  command  from  the  10th  of  April  up  to 
the  present  date. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  received  the  10th  of  April,  to  proceed 
with  the  Gem  of  the  Sea  and  resume  the  blockade  oft'  Georgetown,  S.  C, 
I,  the  following  morning  at  5  o'clock,  got  the  Gem  underway  and  pro- 
ceeded to  sea  with  the  wind  from  northeast. 

On  the  12th  instant,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  latitude  30°  46'  N.,  longi- 
tude 79°  52'  W.,  fell  in  with  and  boarded  the  U.  S.  ship-of-the-line  Ver- 
mont, Commander  Baldwin,  from  Boston  for  Port  Royal,  and  supplied 
him  with  the  sailing  directions  into  that  port. 

Same  day,  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  latitude  33°  04'  N.,  longitude  79°  45' 
W.,  came  up  with  and  boarded  the  hermaphrodite  brig  Mary  E.  Thomp- 
son, of  Searsport,  Me.,  Captain  Haverland,  from  Cardenas,  with  a  cargo 
of  sugar  and  molasses,  bound  to  Philadelphia. 

On  the  13th  instant,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  latitude  33°  08'  N.,  longi- 
tude 79°  42'  W.,  came  up  with  and  boarded  the  schooner  Daniel  E. 
Townsend,  of  Sag  Harbor,  Captain  W.  H.  Townsend,  from  Trinidad  de 
Cuba,  with  -a  cargo  of  molasses,  bound  to  Philadelphia. 

On  the  14th  instant,  at  2:15  p.  m.,  Georgetown  light-house  bearing 
W.,  distance  8  miles,  fell  in  with  TJ.  S.  8.  Keystone  State,  Commander 
Le  Eoy,  and  reported  to  him  as  per  order.  He  assigned  to  me  a  posi- 
tion to  blockade  between  Bottle  Channel  and  the  north  entrance  to 
Georgetown,  so  that  I  could  have  an  eye  on  both  entrances  At  11 
o'clock  p.  m.,  while  lying  to,  with  the  raaintopsail  aback,  8  miles  E.  IS"  E 
from  Georgetown  lighthouse,  boarded  the  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  from 
Philadelphia,  for  Port  Eoyal,  and  received  from  her  our  mail  and  fresh 
provisions. 

XT  w  ^^®J^*^  instant,  at  4:20  a.  m.,  Georgetown  lighthouse  bearing 
N.  W.  by  N.,  distance  6  miles,  we  saw  a  schooner  about  4  miles  south 
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from  us,  heading  to  the  N.  E.,  apparently  out  from  Georgetown.  I 
immediately  set  all  sail  possible  and  went  in  chase  of  her;  in  the  mean- 
time we  were  discovered  from  the  schooner  and  she"*tacked  to  the  south. 
At  5:30  we  had  gained  on  her  about  1  mile  when  the  steamer  Keystone 
State  was  discovered  at  the  south,  standing  toward  the  schooner. 
She  soon  came  up  with  and  captured  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  rebel 
privateer  Dixie,  now  hailing  from  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  and  called 
the  Success. 

On  the  24th  instant  Albatross  came  on  this  station  to  relieve  the 
Keystone  State,  who  left  here  the  following  day  for  Port  Koyal. 

On  the  26th  instant  boarded  the  hermaphi  odite  brig  Zuleika,  of  Bos- 
ton, Captain  C.  W.  Grozier,  from  New  York  for  Port  Royal,  with  coals 
for  the  Government. 

On  the  night  of  the  same  date,  while  lying  to  anchor,  about  6  miles 
N.  E.  from  Georgetown  light- house,  took  a  heavy  squall  from  N.  E., 
and,  a  heavy  short  sea  running,  parted  best  bower  chain  and  lost  anchor 
\\itli  21  fathoms  chain. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  was  struck  by  lightning;  the  lightning 
striking  the  fore  royal  masthead  and  ran  down  as  far  as  the  royal 
sheave  hole,  shivering  the  head  of  the  mast,  when  it  ran  out  on  the 
sheave  bolt,  and  so  down  the  mast  to  the  deck,  without  doing  further 
damage  than  to  rip  up  the  mast  coat,  and,  scattering  itself  on  the 
anchor  chains  and  guns,  passed  off. 

May  3,  spoke  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  from  New  York,  bound  to 
Port  Eoyal,  and  received  from  her  a  mail,  fresh  provisions,  and  one 
box  containiflg  300  revolver  cartridges. 

On  the  8th  instant  steamer  Keystone  State  came  up  from  Port  Royal 
tons;  we  received  from  her  one  box  containing  revolvers,  cutlasses, 
etc.,  and  a  small  mail. 

On  the  20th  instant  the  steamer  Albatross,  Captain  Prentiss,  came 
up  alongside  and  delivered  to  us  a  small  mail,  and  requesting  me  to 
get  underway  with  the  vessel  and  work  down  off  the  North  Santee  and 
anchor  as  near  him  as  possible  with  safety,  which  request  was  duly 
complied  with. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  steamer^ i^a<ross  got  underway,  running 
across  our  stern,  hailed  me,  and  requested  me  to  drop  in  as  near  the 
entrance  of  the  North  Santee  as  possible  with  safety,  as  he  was  going 
up  to  Georgetown  light-house.  Shortly  aiter  leaving  us  he  signalized 
to  the  iVorwic/i.  to  get  underway  and  follow  him.  At  12  noon  we  saw 
tliem  cross  the  bar  at  Bottle  Channel,  enter  the  river,  and  proceeded  up 
out  of  sight.  On  the  22d,  in  the  afternoon,  the  steamers  came  down 
the  river  near  the  light-house  and  anchored.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing, at  8  a.  in.,  we  saw  a  flagstaff'  erected  on  the  light-house,  with  the 
glorious  flag  of  our  Union  attached  to  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant  saw  a  small  schooner  working 
into  the  entrance  of  the  North  Santee  River;  as  it  was  blowing  a  gale 
from  N.  E.,  with  heavy  squalls  and  much  rain,  with  ccmsiderable  sea  run- 
ning at  the  time,  I  deemed  it  imprudent  to  send  boats  to  intercept  her. 
In  the  afternoon  she  attempted  to  run  out,  and  in  so  doing  got  aground 
on  the  south  point  of  South  Island.  1  fired  one  shot  and  two  shells 
while  she  was  aground,  which  fell  but  a  short  distance  from  her.  The 
men  on  board  of  her  hoisted  a  flag  at  her  fore  masthead  and  left  her,  19 
in  number,  going  up  near  the  fort,  and  remained  there  nearly  one  hour, 
when  the  tide  rose  and  the  schooner  floated;  they  then  returned  to  the 
schooner  and  got  her  underway  and  worked  lier  up  under  the  land  and 
entered  the  river  to  Georgetown.     While  she  was  running  up  1  fired 


734        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

several  shot  and  shell  at  her,  which  fell  short.  The  day  following  I 
was  informed  by  Captain  Duncan,  of  U.  S.  S.  Norwich,  that  the  schooner 
was  one  that  Captain  Prentiss  had  taken  tip  the  river,  fitted  her  out, 
and  sent  her  on  an  expedition  up  the  North  Santee,  about  10  miles  to 
a  rice  mill  to  cut  out  the  steamer  Seahroolc,  which  he  supposed  was  lying 
there.  On  receiving  the  above  information  I  felt  very  badly  to  think 
that  I  had  fired  on  our  own  people,  but  I  consider  Captain  Prentiss  was 
very  much  to  blame  tor  not  notifying  me  of  his  fitting  out  the  above 
expedition.  About  sundown  the  same  afternoon  saw  a  schooner  drop 
down  out  of  the  South  Santee  under  a  jib  and  anchor  outside  the 
entrance.  I  immediately  sent  two  boats,  one  under  charge  of  Acting 
Master  J.  W.  Bentley  and  the  other  under  charge  of  Mr.  Molloy,  mas- 
ter's mate.  Doctor  Mathews  and  Paymaster  Strong  volunteering  their 
services,  accompanied  them,  to  intercept  her,  if  possible.  Shortly  after 
the  boats  leaving  it  clouded  up  and  became  very  dark.  The  boats 
pulled  down  as  near  as  they  could  judge  to  the  place  where  she 
anchored,  and  not  seeing  anything  of  her,  anchored  and  lay  until  day- 
light next  morning,  when  they  found  that  she  had  escaped.  They  then 
returned  to  the  ship. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  1  saw  the  steamer  Ericsson  bound  south 
and  sent  two  boats  to  communicate  with  her,  but  they  could  not  come 
up  with  her,  as  she  did  not  stop. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  captured  the  schooner  Mary 
Stetcart,  hailing  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  1§  miles  from  the 
entrance  of  the  South  Santee.  By  papers  found  on  board  ascertained 
that  she  was  firojn  Nassau,  New  Providence,  bound  to  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick,  with  a  cargo  of  308  sacks  of  salt,  1  case  of  paper,  1  box  of 
soap,  1  barrel  of  mackerel,  10  kegs  of  soda,  0  barrels  of  salt  (supposed 
to  be  saltpeter),  4  barrels  of  alum,  2  barrels  of  castor  oil,  and  1  box  of 
tea.  Her  crew  consisted  of  the  captain  and  (i  men :  S.  L.  Dexter,  cap- 
tain, H.  Thompson,  mate;  Julius  Potent,  James  Eussell,  L.  A.  Jackson, 
P.  T.  Eoberts,  and  N.  A.  Wood,  seamen.  When  our  boats  went  along- 
side they  found  her  deserted,  with  all  sail  set,  the  helm  lashed  to  port, 
and  the  main  boom  guyed  out  on  the  same  side.  By  appearance  the 
crew  had  but  just  left  her  in  their  boat,  as  there  was  a  large  fire  in  the 
caboose,  and  cofteepot,  cups,  and  sugar  bowl  standing  on  the  companion 
way,  as  though  they  had  just  taken  their  coft'ee  previous  to  leaving. 
We  ran  her  up  to  the  North  Santee  and  there  anchored  her  under  my 
guns. 

On  the  morning  of  the  same  date  boarded  the  steamer  Massachusetts 
from  New  York  for  Port  Eoyal,  and  received  fresh  provisions  and  some 
later  papers  from  her. 

On  the  same  night  I  put  the  boatswain's  mate,  C.  B.  Price,  two  men, 
and  a  boy  on  board  the  prize  schooner  Mary  Stewart  to  take  care  of 
her.  At  1  o'clock  a.  m.  took  a  heavy  squall  fi  om  the  southward,  which 
lasted  about  one-half  hour.  When  it  lighted  up,  the  prize  was  dis- 
covered to  be  underway,  standing  in  for  land.  A  few  minutes  after  she 
tacked  and  stood  out  to  sea.  As  her  chain  was  short  and  very  poor 
she  parted  them  and  lost  both  her  anchors  and  chain.  Those  on  board 
of  her  got  her  underway  and  stood  out  to  sea  to  keep  her  from  going 
ou  shore. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  we  picked  up  five  contrabands  in 
the  schooner's  boat  that  we  captured  on  the  3d,  who  made  their  escape 
from  Mr.  A.  Blake's  plantation  on  tlie  mainland,  near  Cape  Homain. 
One  of  them  has  been  in  the  rebel  service,  on  the  steamer  Chester lield 
for  nine  mouths,  who  informs  me  that  he  is  a  good  pilot  in  all  the  inland 
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creeks  and  rivers  from  the  South  Santee  to  Savauuah,  whose  informa- 
tion I  send  you  in  a  separate  report. 

I  wont  ashore  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instaut,  on  the  north  end 
of  Cedar  Island  and  the  south  end  of  South  Island,  in  company  with 
Doctor  Mathews  and  Paymaster  Strong  and  a  boat's  crew.  We  entered 
some  ten  or  fifteen  houses  on  Cedar  Island  and  found  them  deserted  of 
inhabitants,  with  no  furniture  or  anything  whatsoever  in  them.  We 
also  visited  a  large  stable  on  the  same  island,  which  had  the  appear- 
ance of  having  been  lately  used  by  cavalry.  The  only  things  we  saw 
of  note  on  that  island  were  six  colts.  On  South  Island  we  examined 
the  fort  thoroughly,  and  it  had  the  appearance  of  being  intended  for 
a  very  strong  fortification,  but,  by  the  looks  of  it,  it  never  was  finished, 
and  what  is  left  of  it  is  fast  going  to  decay. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  the  prize  schooner  returned  and  anchored 
near  us,  off  the  North  Santee.  It  gives  nie  much  pleasure  to  recom- 
mend to  your  notice  Boatswain's  Mate  C.  B.  Price  for  his  energy  and 
zeal  in  getting  the  schooner  underway,  after  parting  her  chains  and 
standing  out  to  sea,  and  in  returning  her  to  a  safe  anchorage  near  us. 

1  was  obliged  to  take  an  anchor  and  chain  from  the  bark  to  anchor  lier 
with,  as  she  had  nothing  of  that  description  on  board. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  our  boats  went  into  the  South  Santee  to 
Mr.  William  Lucas's  rice  mills,  situated  on  the  north  end  of  Murphy's 
Island.  They  found  there  an  old  mulatto  and  his  family  and  two  old 
negroes  in  charge  of  the  mill.  The  old  mulatto  informed  Mr.  Molloy, 
master's  mate,  that  he  was  free,  and  was  employed  by  Mr.  Lucas  to  run 
the  mill,  receiving  a  yearly  salary.  He  also  informed  Mr.  Molloy  that 
the  steamer  "Seabroolc  and  the  schooner  Lucy  Barling  were  looked  for 
daily  from  Nassau ;  also  that  there  was  a  small  steam  tug  up  the  San- 
tee, which  towed  lighters  from  the  different  plantations  to  the  rice  mills 
and  back,  and  he  expected  her  down  that  evening  to  their  mill.  He 
says  there  are  no  troops  on  any  of  the  islands  in  this  vicinity,  and  gave 
one  of  the  gig's  crew  the  Charleston  Courier  of  the  27th  May,  which 
paper  I  sent  to  Captain  Prentiss.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  date  we 
saw  a  smoke,  apparently  of  a  steamer  coming  down  the  North  Santee 
and  go  through  a  passage  into  the  South  Santee,  nearly  in  a  direction 
of  Lucas's  mills.  At  dusk  I  fitted  out  an  expedition  under  charge  of 
Mr.  Bentley,  who  volunteered  his  services  with  Doctor  Mathews  and 
Paymaster  Strong  to  capture  her  if  possible.  On  their  arriving  at  the 
rice  mills  they  were  informed  that  she  had  not  been  there,  but  she  had 
gone  down  to  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Creek,  1  mile  to  the  southward 
of  the  South  Santee,  where  there  is  more  water  than  there  is  at  the 
entrance  of  the  South  Santee.  With  five  of  the  picket  guard  on  board 
to  look  after  the  schooner  Lncy  Darling,  in  case  she  arrived,  and  tow 
her  in,  the  boats  then  returned  to  the  ship,  where  they  arrived  at 

2  o'clock  a.  m. 

0\\  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Wentern  World, 
Captain  Gregory,  from  Port  Koyal,  arrived  off  the  entrance  to  North 
Santee  Kiver,  South  Carolina,  for  blockading  purposes,  and  delivered 
our  mail.  He  then  ran  in  over  Georgetown  Bar  and  communicated 
with  Captain  Prentiss,  of  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  who  lies  at  anchor  near 
the  light-house.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  received  dispatches  and 
orders  from  Captain  Prentiss  for  me  to  proceed  with  all  i)ossible  des- 
patch to  Port  Eoyal  and  deliver  the  dispatches  to  the  flag-ofl&cer  of  the 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqnadron.  I  immediately  got  the  vessel 
underway  and  proceeded  to  sea. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  was  spoken  by  tlie  U'.  S.  S.  Alabama  off' 
Charleston. 
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Ou  the  l.")th  itistaut  1  arrived  at  this  port  aud  delivered  my  disj)atches 
to  you,  according  to  orders  received  from  Captain  Prentiss. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Houth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Enclosed  please  find  report  of  contrabands  who  made  their 
escape  from  Mr.  A.  Blake's  plantation;  and  also  Executive  Officer  J. 
W.  Bentley's  report  of  expedition  to  Lucas's  mills. 

[Enclosures.] 
Beport  of  contrabands  picked  iip  near  South  Santee  River,  South  Carolina. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Off  North  Santee  River,  June  5,  1862. 

Sir:  This  morning,  at  6: 30,  picked  up  a  boat  with  five  contrabands 
who  report  they  made  their  escape  from  Mr.  A.  Blake's  plantation  on 
the  mainland,  near  Cape  Koinain.  The  most  intelligent  man  among 
them  gives  his  name  as  Ca[)tain  Blake,  who  states  the  following:  He  is 
a  pilot,  and  has  been  in  the  rebel  service,  employed  on  the  Confederate 
steamer  Chesterfield,  for  nine  months,  in  and  about  Charleston.  He 
left  CharlestoB  the  12th  of  las^t  mouth,  aud  came  uj)  to  his  master's 
plantation  on  Thursday  night,  the  15th  of  May.  On  Saturday  morn- 
ing, 24th,  at  11  o'clock,  a  boat  came  ashore  at  the  plantation  with  four 
men,  Who  escaped  from  the  steamer  Caroline,  from  Nassau,  which 
steamer  was  captured  by  some  of  our  blockading  vessels.  The  men 
were  the  captain,  mate,  and  two  pilots.  On  the  17th  of  May,  at  night, 
the  steamer  Seahrook,  which  has  been  running  between  Georgetown 
and  South  Santee  all  winter,  attempted  to  go  out  the  South  Santee, 
and  in  so  doing  got  aground.  They  sent  two  lighters  from  Blake's 
plantation  on  Sunday,  1 8th,  and  lighted  her  over  the  bar,  and  she  put 
to  sea  on  tlie  night  of  Monday,  19th,  in  a  heavy  squall  off  the  land. 
She  was  loaded  with  cotton  and  resin.  On^the  night  of  the  26th,  the 
schooner  Lucy  Holmes  ran  out  from  South  Santee  with  a  cargo  of  rough 
rice,  bound  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Mr.  Blake  is  an  Englishman,  and  went  to  England  one  week  after 
the  taking  of  Fort  Sumter.  He  (Blake)  had,  before  leaving  his  planta 
tion,  between  600  and  700  slaves,  but  a  great  many  had  died  froui 
neglect  and  want  of  medicines,  nearly  one-half.  There  are  now  about 
150  on  the  plantation,  and  150  more  have  been  removed  back  to  the 
pine  woods,  which  is  called  Hammond's  Hall,  aud  is  about  2  miles  from 
the  plantation.  About  a  mile  farther  back  there  is  a  picket  guard  of 
four  cavalry  stationed,  and  3  miles  farther  still,  the  main  body  of 
troops  are  stationed,  numbering  300  cavalry.  The  boat  that  the 
negroes  came  out  in  was  the  one  belonging  to  the  schooner  Mary  Steio- 
art,  which  we  captured  on  Tuesday  last,  the  3d  of  June.  Theie  were 
seven  men  on  the  Mary  Stewart  that  went  ashore  to  Blake's  plantation 
in  the  schooner's  boat,  with  their  trunks  and  baggage,  and  were  taken 
from  thence  to  Charleston.  Between  the  time  of  the  steamer's  leaving 
and  the  leaving  of  the  Lucy  Holmes,  another  schooner  left,  called  the 
Emma,  loaded  with  rough  rice  for  Nassau,  New  Providence.  These 
schooners  were  formerly  engaged  in  conveying  rough  rice  between  this 
place  and  vicinity  and  Charleston  and  Savannah.  Another  man,  giv- 
ing his  name  as  Robert,  states  he  was  one  of  Mr.  Blake's  slaves,  and 
has  been  on  his  plantation  all  winter.    The  troops  are  about  7  miles 
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from  the  plantation  and  numbered  three  weeks  ago  300  men  or  there- 
abouts, but  one  company  has  since  gone  to  Charleston,  but  does  not 
know  whether  any  more  have  left  since,  or  whethQf  any  new  ones  have 
arrived.  They  have  a  picket  guard  of  four  meu  in  a  hut  about  4  miles 
this  side  of  Sea  Shore,  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  cavalry  are 
stationed.  The  meu  arriving  at  Blake's  plantation  in  a  boat  on  the 
24:tli  that  left  the  steamer  Caroline,  report  that  the  Seabrook  was  spoken 
by  the  Caroline  about  twenty- four  hours  before  she  ( Caroline)  was  cap- 
tured. The  overseer  of  Blake's  plantation  is  a  Scotchman  named  John 
McGinnis,  and  has  been  there  seven  years.  The  overseer  goes  out  to 
the  pine  woods  every  night  and  is  on  the  plantation  in  daytime  only. 
The  names  of  the  contrabands  are  as  follows:  "Captain"  Eobert, 
Prince,  John,  and  Michael;  the  last  three  are  boys. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  Baxter, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Commodore  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea, 
Off  North  Santee  River,  June  10,  1862. 
SiE :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  9th  instant,  I  armed  the  crew 
of  tlie  first  cutter  (ten  men,  including  a  contraband  pilot)  and  with 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Strong  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Matliews,  volunteers  for  the  occasion,  proceeded  to  the  South  Santee 
Kiver  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  a  small  steamer  which  we  saw  run- 
ning in  that  direction  late  in  the  afternoon.  We  left  the  ship  about  7 
o'clock  and  landed  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  about 
10  p.  m.  We  then  cautiously  approached  Lucas's  plantation  and  sur- 
rounded the  house  of  his  miller,  a  negro,  who  informed  us  that  the 
steamer  had  not  been  there  for  some  time,  as  there  was  no  rice  for  her 
to  carry  away.  Leaving  two  men  to  watch  the  house,  the  party  then 
visited  the  rice  mill  and  the  landing  near  it,  and  after  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  neighborhood  satisfied  ourselves  that  there  was  no 
steamer  in  that  vicinity.  We  then  returned  to  our  boats  and  made  the 
best  of  our  way  to  the  ship,  where  we  arrived  about  2  o'clock  a.  m. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Bentley, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  I.  B.  Baxter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Huron  against  blockade  runners,  April  12-26,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Koyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  1, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  12tli  ultimo  a  schooner 
attempted  to  run  into  Bull's  Bay,  but  discovering  the  U.  S.  armed  ves- 
sel Onward,  she  ran  down  the  coast,  when  she  was  i)i'rceived  by  the 
Huron  and  chased  on  shore,  where  she  became  a  wreck. 
N  w  E — VOL  12 47 
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On  the  uight  of  the  19th  ultimo  the  Huron  captured  the  schooner  Glide, 
of  and  just  out  of  Charleston,  bound  to  Nassau,  loaded  with  100  bales 
of  cotton,  5  tierces  of  rice  in  bags,  and  a  quastity  of  flour. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudi- 
cation. The  mate  of  the  captured  vessel  was  left  on  board ;  the  captain 
was  sent  north,  I  believe,  by  the  Connecticut.  The  rest  of  the  crew,  the 
owner  of  the  vessel,  and  a  passenger  were  put  on  shore. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes  ran 
another  schooner  on  shore  at  Bull's  Bay.  He  endeavored  to  board  her 
with  his  boats,  but  the  sea  was  so  high  and  the  wind  was  blowing  so 
strongly  from  the  northeast  that  the  boats  could  not  approach  her.  She, 
however,  was  thumping  heavily  on  the  beach,  with  the  sea  breaking 
over  her. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes,  from  my  own  observation  as  well 
as  from  the  reports  of  Captain  Lardner,  has  proved  himself  an  earnest 
and  energetic  officer,  and  very  efficient  on  blockade;  but  I  regret  to  say 
that  the  machinery  of  the  Huron  is  very  much  out  of  order,  and  will 
require  at  least  twelve  days  to  repair. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Huron,  Lieutenant  Downes,   TJ.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

April  12, 1862. — At  7  a.  m.  slipped  our  chain  and  steamed  in  chase  of 
a  strange  sail,  which  proved  to  be  a  schooner  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade.  At  9  she  ran  on  the  beach.  Fired  12  shells  from  the  Xl-inch 
gun  and  eighteen  from  the  20-pounder  Parrott  during  the  pursuit.  At 
9 :  25  returned  to  our  anchorage. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Budd,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ellen, 
regarding  expedition  to  Jaclcsonville,  Fin. 

0.  S.  S.  Ellen, 
St.  John^s  River,  Florida,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  went  up  to  Jacksonville 
yesterday,  and  landed  Judge  Burritt  and  family  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  found  the  place  occupied  by  the  State,  or  provisional  forces  (num- 
bering about  300),  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maxwell,  who 
informed  me  that  he  was  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preserving  order 
and  protecting  the  town  from  the  acts  of  evil  disposed  persons,  who 
might  take  advantage  of  the  confusion  occasioned  by  our  evacuation  to 
commit  deeds  of  plunder  and  violence. 

There  was  no  flag  flying,  nor  could  I  discover  any  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  to  interfere  with  our  occupation  of  the  waters  of  the 
St.  John's. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  I  was  received  and  treated  with  the  great- 
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est  courtesy  by  Colonel  Maxwell  aud  the  other  officers  of  his  command 
with  whom  I  came  in  contact. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    " 

Wm.  Budd, 
Commanding  Ellen. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  ISt.  John's  River,  Florida. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  matters  connected 
with  the  loithdrawal  from  Jacksonville. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
OffMayport,  \Fla.],  April  13,  1862. 

My  Dear  Captain  :  Upon  consultation  with  General  Wright,  who 
had  orders  to  evacuate  Jacksonville,  I  withdrew  the  naval  forces  to 
this  place,  my  reason  being  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  property 
which  belonged  to  Onion  people,  rendered  probable  by  a  conflict  with 
the  land  forces  of  the  rebels;  of  this  I  have  informed  the  flag-offlcer. 
At  the  same  time,  when  the  Ellen  returned  the  day  before  yesterday  to 
Jacksonville  to  land  Mr.  Burritt  and  family,  who  had  come  on  board 
the  Ottawa  for  protection,  I  directed  Captain  Budd  to  display  the  white 
flag  only  wheu  appearing  oft'  the  place,  and  to  haul  it  down  as  soon  as 
his  mission  was  fulfilled.  This  was  done  to  signify  to  the  enemy  that 
we  claimed  egaA  intended  to  hold,  if  desirable,  possession  of  the  entire 
river,  and  at  the  same  time  aiford  protection  to  the  oppressed.  It  is, 
it  appears  to  me,  the  wisest  course  to  pursue  for  the  present,  but  as  the 
whole  condition  of  things  has  been  changed  by  the  evacuation  of  Jack- 
sonville, I  shall  go  in  a  day  or  two  with  the  Ottawa,  Ellen,  and  America 
to  Port  Eoyal  to  learn  the  flag  officer's  wishes  and  policy.  .  You  are 
aware  when  we  first  entered  the  St.  John's  the  flag-officer  intended  and 
so  instructed  me  to  make  an  armed  reconnoissance  as  far  as  Jackson- 
ville; this  accomplished,  I  was  directed  to  return,  leaving  a  vessel  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  for  blockading  purposes,  with  orders  from  the 
commanding  officer  to  report  to  you  whatever  information  he  might 
have.  These  original  instructions  I  shall  now  act  under  and  will  leave 
here  the  Pembina. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  S.  L.  Burritt,  esq.,  a  personal  friend  of 
mine,  and  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  Florida.  He  goes  to 
Fernaudina  in  company  with  several  prominent  citizens,  all  of  whom  I 
know  have  been  quite  peaceable  and  unoff'euding  citizens,  who  have 
taken  no  active  part  in  the  rebellion,  to  endeavor  to  secure  some  prop- 
erty which  has  escaped  from  them  in  some  of  the  transports  which 
were  at  Jacksonville.  Captain  Bankhead  says  he  heard  General  Wright 
give  the  order  to  put  all  the  negroes  on  shore  before  leaving,  and  that 
afterwards  they  were  enticed  on  board  by  the  soldiers.  Of  course,  our 
relations  to  the  subject  are  very  delicate,  but  at  the  same  time  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  an  easy  matter  for  the  commanding  officer,  without  taking 
any  active  part  in  remanding  them,  to  allow  owners  to  take  them.  I 
can  assure  you,  and  so  will  Judge  Burritt,  that  the  policy  pursued  by 
us  in  the  noninterference  of  property  was  rapidly  producing  a  reaction 
of  feeling,  which  would,  in  a  short  time,  have  converted  a  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  the  State  to  the  Union  cause,  and  now  by  refusing  to 
carry  out  this  policy  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  the  great  advantages 
gained  on  securing  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  divesting  them  of 
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erroneous  impressions  will  be  more  than  lost,  not  only  as  it  affects  the 
Union  cause  here,  but  throughout  the  South.    In  view  of  this,  will  you 
give  Judge  Burritt  whatever  assistance  youtsan  in  effecting  the  object 
of  his  visit?    He  has  been  of  great  service  to  me  in  the  attempt  I 
made,  and  was  doing  so  well  in  his  efforts  to  bring  back  people  to  their 
senses.     I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you,  but  the  good  of  the  cause  will,  I 
hope,  as  a  motive  with  me,  be  sufficient. 
I  shall  leave  Bankhead  with  an  ample  supply  of  provisions  and  coal. 
If  you  have  any  mails  for  us,  will  you  please  send  them  to  Port  Royal  ? 
A  telegraph  dispatch  lately  received  at  Jacksonville  says  Beauregard, 
after  having  driven  Grant  back  near  Corinth,  has  in  turn  retreated. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  V.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  P.  Drayton, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  the  St.  Mary's. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau 
of  Construction  and  Repair,  reporting  the  arrival  of  coal  for  the 
squadron. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Koyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  13,  1862. 
Sir  :•  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Bureau  that  coal  sufiScient  to 
supply  all  the  vessels  of  my  squadron  has  arrived,  and  in  order  to  save 
the  great  expense  of  keeping  the  steamers  Marion  and  Fulton  here 
until  my  vessels  can  come  in  from  the  blockading  stations,  I  have 
offered  to  return  to  the  army  2,000  tons. 

I  would  recommend  that  future  shipments  to  keep  up  the  weekly 
supply  required  be  made  in  schooners  and  not,  as  at  present,  in  steam- 
ers and  barks. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
John  Lbnthall,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Construction,  Eqitipment,  and  Repair, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  S. 
Navy,  responding  to  request  for  additional  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  April  14,  l86fi. 
Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  ask 
ing  to  be  furnished  with  four  more  vessels  of  light  draft,  and  informs 
you  that  your  request  shall  be  complied  with  as  soon  as  the  movements 
about  Hampton  Roads  are  finished. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Report  of  Flaf/-Offiver  I)u  I'ont,  U.  8.  Navy,  announcinf/  the  arrival  of 
United  States  vessels  at  Port  Boyal,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  14,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Vermont  arrived  off  the  bar 
yesterday  and  will  probably  be  towed  into  the  harbor  to-day.    The 
rudder,  etc.,  for  her  have  arrived. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  the  Bienville,  Commander  MuUany,  and  the 
U.  S.  S.  ^Yamsutta,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Semmes,  came  into  port  this 
morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  XJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  JJ.  8. 
Navy,  recalling  the  U.  8.  S.  0.  M.  Pettit  to  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 

Wabash,  April  14,  [1863]. 
SiE :  The  want  of  the  tugs  is  so  pressing  just  at  this  time  that  I  am 
forced  to  recall  the  Pettit. 
Tou  will  please  send  her  to  Port  Royal  as  early  as  possible. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

TJnadilla,  Wright's  River. 

P.  S. — I  thank  you  for  the  scrajjs  from  Southern  papers.  I  hope  to 
reply  to  your  official  letters  soon  and  to  be  able  to  recall  you  with  your 
vessel  to  Port  Royal  in  a  few  days. 

S.  F.  D.  P. 


Report  of  Commander  Drayton,  U.  8.  Navy,  requesting  the  restriction  of 
the  sale  of  intoxicants  on  trading  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawnee, 
Fernandina,  April  14,  1862. 

SlE :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  an  evil  which  has  already 
become  very  great,  and  which  will  undoubtedly  go  on  increasing  unless 
a  remedy  is  speedily  applied,  that  is  the  trading  schooners  which  come 
with  stores  to  the  squadron  under  permits  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  but  which  are  fast  becoming  in  spite  of  every  precaution 
jnore  or  less  floating  grogshops.  The  B.  B.  Higgins  carried  on  a  most 
disgraceful  trade  in  almost  poisonous  liquors,  retailed  at  most  exorbi- 
tant prices  to  the  sailors,  until  detected  and  sent  ott',  but  not  until 
considerable  mischief  had  been  produced  both  ashore  and  afloat,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  either  vessel  or  Captain  Berry  should  be  permitted 
again  to  have  intercourse  with  your  squadron . 

I  would  suggest,  as  the  best  remedy  for  the  evil,  that  no  one  bringing 
a  cargo  of  which  spirit  formed  a  part  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
any  port  under  your  control,  or,  what  would  perhaps  be  better,  that  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  not  to  grant  trading  permits 
under  such  circumstances.  This  would  be  uo  hardship  to  the  only 
class  of  persons  really  having  the  power  to> purchase,  the  officers,  as 
the  liquor  is  of  such  a  character  that  they  would  scarcely  make  use  of 
it,  and  it  is  usually  sold  at  such  enormous  profit  that  they  could  get  a 
drinkable  article  for  a  less  sum  through  Adams  Express. 

As  my  eyes  are  now  open  to  the  traffic,  I  think  that  for  the  future  I 
shall  be  able,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  stop  it,  but  still  am  satisfied 
that  the  only  thorough  remedy  is  to  be  applied  at  home  in  the  way 
that  I  have  suggested,  the  ingenuity  which  is  brought  to  bear  in  the 
smuggling  on  shore  of  liquor,  which,  although  worth  only  10  cents,  can 
readily  be  sold  for  $2  a  bottle,  being  almost  more  than  a  match  for  any 
amount  of  watchfulness. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Drayton, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer  at  Fernandina. 
Mag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  A  tlantic  Squadron,  Port  Royal. 


Joint  reconnaissance  to  SeabrooVs  Island,  April  14,  1862. 
Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Focabontas,  Lieutenant  Balcb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

April  14, 1862. — From  8  to  12  meridian :  Sent  our  boats  ashore  and 
brought  off  troops.  At  11  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down  the 
harbor.*  Commenced  to  rain  very  hard.  At  12:10  p.  m.  anchored  in 
10  fathoms.  At  3 :  30  p.  m.  a  detachment  of  troops  from  the  Third  New 
Hampshire  and  Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  regiments,  under  Captain 
Van  Brunt,  with  a  detachment  of  marines,  with  the  launch's  crew, 
with  the  howitzer,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Phoenix,  and 
the  first  cutter's  crew  in  the  flatboat  v^  ler  Acting  Master  McGlensey, 
covered  by  the  guns  of  the  Pocahontas,  ^anded  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
on  Seabrook's  Island,  [North  Edisto  Eiver].  At  7:15  p.  m.  boats  re- 
turned; got  howitzer  and  ammunition  on  board  and  got  ready  for 
getting  underway.  At  8 :  20  got  underway  and  stood  upstream.  At 
8:45  came  to  off  steamboat  landing.  Put  the  troops  ashore  in  our 
boats. 


BepoTt  of  Colonel  Fellows,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Headqxtaeters  United  States  Forces, 

Edisto  Island,  S.  C,  April  15,  1862. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  commanding  general : 

A  reconnoissance  on  Seabrook's  Island  was  made  yesterday  under 
the  cover  of  the  gunboat  Pocahontas.  The  force  consisted  of  a  portion 
of  the  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  and  United  States  marines 
from  the  Pocahontas,  covering  ground  which  had  not  been  visited  by  us 
before,  and  advancing  within  a  mile  of  the  village  of  Eockville.  It  is 
evident  there  has  formerly  been  a  large  picket  stationed  on  the  island, 
but  has  been  withdrawn,  there  being  no  evidence  of  any  of  late.  The 
rebel  picket  can  be  seen  at  different  points  between  liockville  and 
Church  Flats.  A  reconnoissance  will  soon  be  made  by  the  Pocahontas 
to  Church  Flats  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  force  there.  From  the  in- 
telligence I  get  from  contrabands,  this  is  among  the  best  approaches  to 
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Charleston.  The  distance  to  Church  Flats  is  ."i  miles;  from  there  to 
Charleston,  15  miles.  It  is  reported  a  battery  of  four  guns  exists  at 
Church  Flats.  The  Charleston  and  Savannah  Raitroad  is  but  2  miles 
from  Church  Flats.  No  intelligence  has  been  received  of  late  from  the 
mainland,  but  I  shall  use  every  endeavor  to  obtain  all  the  intelligence 
I  can. 

It  was  reported  yesterday  morning  that  the  enemy  were  erecting 
earthworks  at  Watt's  Cut,  on  Jehossee  Island.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  point  to  be  shelled,  and  sent  a  detachment  from  the  Tbiid  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  under  cover  of  artillery,  on  the  island.  The 
earthworks  proved  to  be  simply  a  shelter  for  the  picket  stationed 
there.  I  propose  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force  on  the  island  in  a 
few  days,  and  am  in  hopes  to  capture  a  few  of  the  enemy  on  picket 
opposite  Little  Bdisto  Island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Q.  Fellows, 
Colonel-  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 

Lieutenant  A.  B.  Ely, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Font,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Mullany,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bienville,  to  proceed  to  Mosquito  Inlet, 
Florida,  carrying  coal  and  supplies. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  April  15,  1862. 
SiE:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Bienville  under  your 
command  off  the  bar  of  Mosquito  Inlet,  East  Florida,  where  you  will 
And  the  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew,  the  latter  inside  the  bar. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Williamson  is  in  want  of  coal  and  supplies; 
the  requisitions  for  both  vessels  will  be  filled  and  sent  to  the  Bienville 
for  them.     Will  you  please  till  up  both  vessels? 

After  performing  this  service,  you  will  proceed  to  Charleston  and 

report  for  blockading  duty  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner,  of  the  Susquehanna. 

On  your  way  down,  call  off  the  St.  John's  Bar,  and  if  you  can  draw  a 

boat  out  from  the  Ottawa,  or  any  vessel  lying  at  Mayport  Mills,  send 

the  accompanying  dispatch  in  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens. 

Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  R.  M.  Mullant, 

U.  8.  8.  Bienville,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  ]Savy,  to  Lieutenant  Ammen,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Seneca,  to  relieve  Lieutenant  Stevens,  TJ.  8. 
Na%iy,  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  15,  1862. 
Sib:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Seneca  under  your  command 
to  the  St.  John's  River  and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  as 
senior  officer  of  the  naval  force  there. 
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As  Lieutenant  Commanding  iSteveus'  relief  will  probably  be  here  in 
the  Rhode  Island,  you  will  please  say  to  the  former  that  I  desire  him  to 
return  to  this  port  with  the  Ottawa. 

You  will  receive  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  such  direc- 
tions as  his  recent  experience  and  valuable  services  in  the  St.  John's 
River  will  enable  him  to  impart.  Until  I  can  consult  him  myself,  and 
receive  accurate  information  of  the  condition  of  things  in  that  river  and 
at  Jacksonville  since  the  unfortunate  withdrawal  of  the  armry  forces,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  more  definite  instructions,  but  whilst 
carefully  guarding  your  command,  I  desire  that  you  will  dispose  of  it 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  produce  the  greatest  moral  effect  and  give  all 
the  aid  and  comfort  you  can  to  Union  people. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen, 

U.  S.   Gunboat  Seneca,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ooldshorough, 
U.  S-  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Florida,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
in  St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  15,  18H2. 
SiK :  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  least  delay  in  the  Florida  to 
St.  Simton's  Sound  and  take  charge  of  its  blockade  and  of  the  suirouiid- 
ing  waters  extending  to  the  northward  as  far  as  St.  Catherine's,  where, 
I  learn,  a  small  vessel  lately  succeeded  in  entering,  between  these 
points  on  the  Altamaha  (Darien),  Doboy,  and  Sapelo,  which  will  have 
to  be  looked  to. 

You  will  direct  Commander  Lanier  to  proceed  without  delay  off 
Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  Lardner  for  blockading  duty. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  J.  R.  Goldsboeough, 

U.  8.  S.  Florida,  Port  Royal,  [S.  C.]. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Conroy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  bark  Restless,  to  proceed  to 
'  blockade  duty  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash. 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  [8.  C],  April  15,  1802. 
8m :  You  will  please  proceed  to-morrow  with  the  Restless  under  your 
command  oflf  Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  Lardner  for  blockading 
duty.  ^ 

You  will  please  suggest  to  Captain  Lardner  what  you  have  recom- 
mended to  me— the  propriety  of  covering  the  coast  between  the  Rattle- 
snake Shoal  and  Caper's  Island. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Coneot, 

U.  8.  Bark  Restless,  Port  Royal. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  ]>u  Poni,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  rAeutenant  Rhind,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crusader,  to  assume  the  charge  of  affairs  in 
North  Edisto  River.  ^ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  i)lease  proceed  with  the  Crusader  under  your  com- 
iiiaixl,  tomorrow  if  possible,  to  Xorth  Edisto  and  resume  the  charge  of 
those  waters,  directing  Lieutenant  Comniaudiug  Balch  to  leave  with 
all  dispatch  and  report  to  Captain  Lardner  for  blockading  duty  off 
Charleston. 

Your  experience  off  Edisto  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  you 
have  performed  your  duties  there,  and  the  probability  of  more  active 
operations  in  that  quarter,  induce  me  to  send  you  back.  So  soon  as  I 
can  withdraw  the  Hale  from  Wall's  Cut,  a  7-foot  vessel,  in  which  I  will 
put  a  rifled  gun,  I  will  dispatch  her  to  you.  While,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  you  will  give  all  the  assistance  and  support  you  can  to  any 
military  operations  there,  you  will  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
such  cooperation. 

Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

U.  8.  8.  Crusader,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Semmes,  U.  8, 
Navy,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8.Wam,sutta,  to  report  for  duty  in  St.  Simon^s 
8ound. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  15, 1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta  under  your 
command  to  St.  Simon's  Sound  (Brunswick)  and  report  to  Commander 
Lanier,  of  the  Alabama,  for  duty  in  the  inland  waters  connected  with 
the  sound. 

EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Alexander  A.  Semmes, 

U.  8.  8.  Wamsutta,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  8tevens,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Davis,  G.  8. 
Army,  regarding  conduct  in  relation  to  the  property  of  unoffending  citi- 
zens in  vicinity  of  8t.  John's  River,  Florida. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Mayport,  April  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  note  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Pierson  did  not  reach  me  in  time 
to  reply  to  on  his  return. 

I  now  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  the  return  of  Captain 
Steele  affords,  to  express  to  you  my  regret  that  the  course  of  conduct 
I  have  endeavored  to  pursue  as  commanding  officer  of  the  naval  forces 
in  the  waters  of  the  St.  John's,  in  relation  to  the  property  of  unoffend- 
ing citizens,  should  have  been  capable  of  misconstruction  by  anyone. 
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liest  assured,  sir,  no  encouragement  or  inducement  has  been  offered 
on  my  part,  or  on  the  part  of  any  officer  or  man  under  my  command,  to 
entice  slaves  away.    My  orders  are  stringen^  upon  this  subject  and  I 
know  of  no  violation  of  them. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 
Gomdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  Waters  of  the  St.  John's. 

Colonel  W.  G.  M.  Davis, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Provisional  Forces,  East  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  I>u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Crocher, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Kensington,  to  proceed  with  dispatch 
to  report  to  Flag ■  Officer  Farragut,  V.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  1(J,  1862. 
Sir  :  Having  completed  your  repairs  of  engine  and  rodder,  and  hav- 
ing been  supplied  with  coal  by  the  recent  arrivals,  you  will  please  pro- 
ceed with  the  Kensington  to  the  execution  of  your  orders  from  the  Navy 
Department,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Farragut. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  during  your  unavoidable  detention 
here  you  have  rendered  important  service  to  several  vessels  of  my 
squadron  by  furnishing  them  with  a  supply  of  iresh  water  from  your 
condenser,  and  as  I  am  sure  that  a  similar  service  will  be  much  desired 
in  the  squadron  of  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  I  recommend  your  using  the 
utmost  dispatch  in  proceeding  thither. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  F.  Ceockbe, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Kensington,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
requesting  a  permit  for  a  cargo  of  provisions  for  the  naval  forces  at 
Port  Royal,  8.  G. 

Navy  Department,  April  16, 1862. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  naval  forces  at  Port 
Koyal,  S.  C,  are  in  need  of  live  stock,  fresh  vegetables,  and  supplies, 
and  other  articles  of  minor  importance  essential  to  their  comfort,  and 
that  an  application  has  been  made  to  the  Department  by  Mr.  H.  S. 
Sedgwick,  of  New  York,  for  permission  to  send  a  cargo  of  such  articles 
to  them.  He  proposes  to  load  his  vessel  with  cattle,  potatoes,  onions, 
turnips,  apples,  and  other  vegetables,  ice,  fresh  meats,  flour,  hams, 
bacon,  preserved  meats,  milk,  molasses,  sugar,  butter,  tobacco,  cheese, 
clothing,  hats,  boots  and  shoes,  cigars,  pipes,  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  Mr.  Sedgwick  may  be  permitted 
to  clear  a  vessel  from  New  York  for  Port  Royal,  with  such  articles  as 
are  enumerated  above,  with  restrictions  not  to  trade  with  or  supply  any 
portion  of  his  cargo  to  any  other  persons  than  those  in  the  service  of 
the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  carry  out  in  his  vessel 
any  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquors  whatever,  under  a  penalty  of  a 
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forfeiture  of  his  vessel  and  cargo,  or  any  other  penalty  you  may  think 
more  judicious  to  impose. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(jideon  Welles. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


lieport  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  request  of  Brigadier- 
General  Viele,  U.  S.  Army,  for  the  movement  of  gunboats  from  Wrighfs 
to  Savannah  River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Wrighfs  Biver,  South  Carolina,  April  16, 1862. 
Sir:  General  Viele  has  requested  that  the  gunboats  here  may  be 
moved  into  the  Savannah  River,  to  offer  additional  inducements  to  the 
rebels  for  more  effectually  obstructing  tbe  channel,  which  has  been 
partially  done  since  the  fall  of  Pulaski. 
I  respectfully  desire  your  authority  to  comply  with  his  wishes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-OflBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Benham,  U.  S.Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Dm 
Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  requesting  the  presence  of  a  gunboat  in  North  and 
South  Edisto. 

Hdqrs.  Noethehn  Distbiot,  Department  op  the  South, 

Milton  Head,  April  16,  1862. 
SiE:  Would  it  meet  your  views  and  would  it  be  practicable  for  you 
to  send  a  gunboat  of  light  (7  feet)  draft  to  North  Edisto?  I  have  had 
repeated  and  urgent  solicitations  for  one  to  be  stationed  there.  If  this 
could  be  done,  and  especially  if  another  similar  one  could  be  stationed 
at  South  Edisto,  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  passage  to  those  islands 
could  be  held  securely  against  any  attack  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Benham, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
Flag-OflBcer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Operations  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seneca  and  other  vessels  in  St.  John's  River, 
Florida,  April  16  to  May  3,  1862. 

Report  of  Plag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Kavy,  tTansmitting  report  of  Lientenant  Ammen,  T7.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  6, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Department  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen,  the  senior  oflScer  in  the  St.  John's 
River,  with  some  enclosure^ 
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The  DepartmcDt  will  not  fail  to  see  how  energetically  and  intelli- 
gently this  officer  has  held  control  of  the  waters  of  the  St.  John  s,  not- 
withstanding the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Jacksonville;  this  too, 
with  so  small  a  force,  which  has,  however,  penetrated  again  up  to 
Picolata. 

I  commend  him  to  the  special  notice  of  the  Department. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson,  in  the  Isaac  Smith,  was  detained 
over  three  weeks  at  St.  Augustine  before  it  was  possible  for  him  to  get 
over  the  bar.  lie  entered  the  St.  John's  liiver,  however,  on  the  4th 
instant,  as  I  am  infonned  by  a  letter  just  received  from  Commander 
Drayton,  who  also  announces  the  arrival  at  Fernandina  of  the  refugees 
alluded  to  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  S.  F.  DuPONT, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


BepoTt  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  IT,  S.  Navy,  commanding  V,  S.  S.  Seneca. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Mayport  Mills,  St.  John's  Biver,  Fla.,  May  3, 1862. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
dated  April  15,  the  Seneca  left  Port  Eoyal  on  the  IGth  and  arrived  oif 
St.  Jotln's  Bar  the  next  day  at  noon. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens,  of  the  Ottaica,  sent  a  pilot,  who 
went  on  shore  again  and  returned  the  following  morning,  stating  that 
he  had  sounded  coming  off,  and  although  rougher  than  he  liked,  yet  he 
could  take  the  vessel  in  without  injury.  We  struck  heavily,  however, 
a  report  of  which  is  forwarded  in  obedience  to  general  order. 

I  found  the  Ottawa,  Pembina,  and  Ellen  inside  the  bar,  and  oa  com- 
municating with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  learned  that  on  a 
personal  inspection  of  the  Ulleii  he  deemed  her  return  to  Port  lioyal  a 
necessity. 

On  the  19th  the  Ottawa,  towing  the  yacht  America  and  accompanied 
by  the  Ellen,  went  to  sea,  followed  by  three  or  four  schooners  that  had 
remained  ten  days  for  a  fair  wind. 

On  the  iiOth  the  SenecaskwA  Pem&ma gotunderway ;  the  latter  anchored 
above  St.  John's  Bluff,  with  orders  to  return  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
the  following  morning,  unless  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  the  vicinity  of 
Jacksonville. 

We  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  when  abreast  of  Jacksonville  observed 
a  number  of  men,  some  of  whom  were  reported  bearing  muskets.  At 
sunset  we  anchored  10  miles  above. 

On  the  morningof  the  2Ist  westood  up  the  river.  When  near  Picolata 
we  saw  a  high-pressure  steamer  coming  down.  We  chased  under  all 
sail  and  steam,  but  the  shoal  water  impeded  our  progress,  and  when  up 
with  the  Orange  Flats  1  regarded  further  pursuit  as  futile,  and  we 
returned  to  the  terminus  of  the  St,  Augustine  Railroad. 

On  the  22d  we  went  down  the  river.  On  passing  Jacksonville  a 
company  of  sixty  or  a  hundred,  who  had  formed,  hastily  withdrew,  but 
sentries  appeared  at  various  points  and  groups  of  men,  evidently  sol- 
diers or  officers,  deinandcd  our  forbearance  by  the  presence  of  women 
and  children.  About  sunset  we  anchored  near  the  pilot  houses  at  May- 
port  and  found  the  Fembina, 
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At  sunrise  of  the  24th  we  got  underway  and,  accompanied  by  the 
Pembina,  proceeded  off  Jacksonville,  anchoring  abreast  the  lower  saw- 
mill, or  within  10-second  range  of  the  entire  town.  -  Before  anchoring,  a 
woman  in  a  boat  made  signs,  and  on  her  getting  alongside  we  found 
her  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Vandergrift,  who,  with  his  father,  had 
sought  our  protection  several  days  before.  She  insisted  that  she  had 
been  abused  and  that  her  life  had  been  in  danger  from  the  fact  that  her 
husband  had  joined  us.  I  therefore  took  her  on  board,  landing  her  at 
this  point. 

About  the  time  of  leaving  the  river  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens 
had  stated  to  me  that  it  was  supposed  that  a  small  steamer  had  come 
down  to  Jacksonville ;  this  was  confirmed  from  various  sources.  The 
boat  was  sent  up  again  in  great  haste,  without  landing  two  heavy  pieces 
of  artillery  that  she  had  on  board. 

On  the  25th  a  man  named  Hall  was  observed  pulling  by  the  vessel, 
and  was  captured  by  us.  He  bears  the  character  of  being  a  regulator, 
a  gang  of  marauders  who  have  committed  enormities  for  sometime 
past.  He  was  placed  in  double  irons  and  told  that  he  would  suffer  for 
any  further  crimes  committed  against  Union  people  along  the  river. 

On  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  the  follow- 
ing morning  received  on  board  three  deserters  from  Captain  Steele's 
company.  The  Fembina  went  up  the  river  to  Picolata,  and  the  follow- 
ing evening  both  vessels  anchored  again  at  our  usual  i)oint  just  below 
Jacksonville. 

On  the  27th  a  flag  of  truce  left  the  town  and  was,  after  some  delay, 
received  by  us.  The  object  was  to  deliver  a  letter  to  Hall  and  to  state 
formally  that  he  was  a  soldier.  I  stated  that  I  was  aware  that  he 
belonged  to  Captain  Steele's  company,  that  I  had  apprehended  him  by 
name,  and  that  he  was  a  reputed  "regulator."  However,  as  he  had 
been  the  object  of  a  visit,  1  would  be  circumspect  in  relation  to  him, 
and  that  he  would  receive  no  punishment  without  trial  and  conviction 
by  court-martial.  I  asked  the  officer  wiiether  many  women  and  chil- 
dren were  still  in  Jacksonville.  He  stated  that  many  remained;  and  1 
then  asked  him  to  give  my  compliments  to  the  commanding  officer  and 
say  that  I  thought  an  early  removal  of  them  would  be  advisable. 

Two  hours  later  another  flag  of  truce  was  received  by  us,  bearing  a 
letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  (marked  "A")  is  a  copy.  The  following 
morning  I  sent  Lieutenant  Sproston  with  a  flag  of  truce  bearing  a  let- 
ter, marked  "B."  The  commanding  officer  stated  to  Mr.  Sproston  that 
none  of  the  eventualities  specified  would  occur. 

On  the  28th  the  Seneca  and  Pembina  weighed  anchor,  the  former 
going  up  and  the  latter  down  the  river  to  the  bar.  We  anchored  well 
in  under  a  point  near  I'icolata,  but  saw  no  steamers  attempting  to  ])ass 
down. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3()th  both  vessels  anchored  again  off'  Jack- 
sonville. The  town  had  every  appearance  of  being  almost  entirely 
deserted. 

The  following  morning  the  Seneca  proceeded  to  the  bar,  hoping  to  find 
the  Isaac  Smith  or  some  other  vessel  assigned  to  these  waters,  but  as 
yet  none  has  arrived.  I  believe  it  probable  that  the  rebels  wish  to 
use  Black  Creek  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  guns  or  other  heavy 
burdens,  and  therefore  a  vessel  above  the  mouth  appears  necessary,  and 
another  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's  seems  advisable.  This  occu- 
pies the  i)resent  force  and  leaves  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonville  unoccu- 
pied, except  upon  the  occasional  removal  of  the  vessels  from  the  other 
points. 
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There  are  at  this  time  about  twenty  persons  at  Mayport  Mills — fami- 
lies of  refugees  and  of  the  soldiers  who  deserted.  They  are  wholly 
destitute,  and  I  am  obliged  to  feed  them  or'^ee  them  starve. 

Coming  from  Jaeksouville  this  morning  I  seized  upon  a  large  sailboat, 
which  I  will  employ  in  sending  them  to  Feruandina  tomorrow,  if  the 
weather  is  favorable. 

The  Petnbinais  now  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek,  and  will  remain 
there  four  days,  when  she  will  again  meet  this  vessel  at  Jacksonville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Offlcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Eegiment  Florida  Volunteers,  C.  S.  A., 

Jachsonville,  April  27,  1862. 
Sir:  Major  Bowen,  of  the  Fourth  Florida  Regiment,  informed  me 
this  morning  [that]  the  removal  of  women  and  children  from  this  city 
would  be  agreeable  to  you  as  it  is  equally  so  to  me. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  you  that  by  Thursday  night  next  the 
object  will  be  effected,  providing  conveyance  can  be  found  for  the  pur- 
pose, of  which  you  shall  be  duly  notified. 

Families  desiring  to  move  up  or  across  the  river  in  boats  or  lighters, 
it  is  supposed,  will  not  be  interfered  with. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Hopkins, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


[Encloaure  B.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Off  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  April  28,  1862. 
Sir:  I  received  your  note  yesterday  by  the  hands  of  Ma,jor  Bowen. 
The  removal  of  women  and  children  from  tlie  immediate  presence  of 
hostile  forces  is  always  desirable,  and  as  I  had  made  my  appearance 
here  several  days  ago  1  supposed  by  this  time  few  remained. 

If  it  is  not  your  object  to  erect  batteries  within  1  statute  mile  of  the 
city,  or  to  throw  large  masses  of  men  into  it,  or  if  we  are  not  fired  upon 
in  the  vicinity,  no  danger  need  he  apprehended  by  the  peaceable  inhabi- 
tants, and  a  removal  will  not  be  necessary. 

If,  however,  any  of  the  eventualities  specified  are  in  contemplation, 
r  advise  the  earliest  removal  of  all  who  do  not  expect  to  share  the  fate 
of  those  who  are  in  arms. 

As  I  indicated  verbally  the  above  points  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of 
your  note,  I  trust  that  they  have  already  received  your  full  considera- 
tion, and  that  an  early  if  not  an  immediate  answer  may  be  given. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Comdg.  Naval  Forces,  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 

Colonel  Hopkins, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Forcen  at  Jacksonville. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Sproston,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  the  resnlt  of  an  interview,  tmder  flag  of 
truce,  with  the  senior  Confederate  officer  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
O/"  Jaclcsonville,  Fla.,  April  38,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  conveyed 
the  dispatch  iutiusted  to  my  charge  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Colonel 
Hopkins,  of  the  Fourth  Florida  Regiment,  senior  rebel  officer  in  Jack- 
sonville. 

Colonel  Hopkins  read  the  dispatch  attentively,  and  stated  in  reply 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  be  the  cause  of  or  to  witness  the  destruction  of 
property;  that  women  and  children  should  not  be  made  to  suffer  the 
privations  of  war  where  it  could  be  prevented;  consequently,  that  no 
batteries  would  be  erected  within  the  distance  of  a  mile  above  or 
below  the  town.  In  alluding  to  the  congregating  of  armed  men  in 
numbers  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  it 
was  done  without  his  knowledge.  He  also  disavowed  the  acts  of  bands 
of  regulators,  and  mentioned  that  a  late  illness  from  which  he  had 
suffered  had  prevented  his  making  enquiries  into  local  matters. 

I  observed  while  on  shore  that  the  stores  in  Jacksonville  were  closed ; 
the  place  having  generally  a  deserted  air.    I  did  not  see  more  than 
fifty  soldiers  off  duty,  and  tlie  sentry  posts  were  at  long  intervals. 
Nothing  appertaining  to  great  guns  or  field  artillery  was  visible. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Glendy  Sproston, 

Lieutenant. 

Lieutenant.Commanding  Daniel  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  IS.  Seneca,  Gomdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  St.  John's  River,  Fla. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Bu  Font,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  expressing 
approval  of  the  conduct  of  affairs  in  St.  John's  Blver. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  ff arbor,  S.  C,  May  6, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  received  last  night  your  interesting  dispatch  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  desire  to  express  to  you  tiie  satisfaction  I  have  felt  at  the  course 
you  have  pursued  in  the  St.  John's  River. 

I  have  enclosed  your  report  to  the  Department,  calling  its  especial 
attention  to  it. 

I  have  heard  that  the  Isaac  Smith  has  joined  you  and  I  dispatch  this 
day  the  steamer  Patroon;  she  will  be  able  to  cross  the  bar  without 
much  difficulty. 

The  Massachusetts  will  follow  her  with  supplies  to-morrow  morning, 
calling  at  Wassaw,  Brunswick,  and  Fernandina.  I  think  the  Patroon 
will  enable  you  to  communicate  with  her.  Whatever  the  Massachu- 
setts has  for  distribution  which  you  may  require,  or  which  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Cooper  can  spare,  you  can  obtain,  having  a  due  regard 
to  proper  requisitions,  receipts,  etc.  You  can  also  place  any  sick  on 
board  of  her. 

Should  affairs,  in  your  judgment,  authorize  it,  and  the  presence  of 
the  Isaac  Smith  aiid  the  Patroon  be  deemed  sufficient,  you  can  send  the 
Pembina  up  here  to  report  to  me.  1  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  dispatch 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


752  SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Commeuding  your  energy,  but  at  the  same  time  enjoining  the  exer- 
cise of  a  sound  discretion, 

I  remain,  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Lieutenant  Oommandiug  D.  Ammen, 

V.  S.  S.  Seneca,  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  dispatch  the  U.  S.  8.  E.  B.  Hale  to  Port  Royal,  8.  G. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  17,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  dispatch  at  once  to  this  anchorage  the  E.  B. 
Hale  to  report  to  me. 

I  must  express  my  surprise  at  finding  oflacers  from  your  command 
over  on  a  visit  to  Fort  Pulaski  on  Tuesday  last,  at  a  moment,  too,  when 
the  rebel  steamers  were  near  your  station,  and  were  being  lired  at  by 
the  fort  or  by  the  gunboats. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

U.  8.  8.  Unadilla,  Wright's  River. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Ben- 
ham,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  dispatching  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  E.  B.  Hale 
to  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  April  17,  1862. 
General  :  In  accordance  with  the  request  in  your  letter,  I  have  sent 
for  the  E.  B.  Hale,  now  at  Wall's  Cut,  which  I  will  dispatch  to  North 
Edisto.     She  is  the  only  efiQcient  armed  vessel  of  7  feet  depth  in  my 
squadron,  and  I  propose  to  give  her  a  rifled  gun  besides. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding  Department  of  South. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Viele,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Lieutenant  Collins, 
V.  S.  Navy,  requesting  cooperation  in  holding  Savannah  River. 


Headquarters  U,  S.  Forges, 

Savannah  River,  April  17,  1862. 


Captain  :  I  purpose,  if  I  can  obtain  your  kind  cooperation,  to  sink 
the  hulk  I  have  at  Cooper  Kiver  across  tiie  channel  of  Mud  River, 
above  the  dock  at  Jones  Island.  This  will  relieve  the  gunboat  at  that 
point. 
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After  tbat  a  gunboat  in  the  Savannah,  between  Jones  and  Long 
islands,  and  one  near  the  mouth  of  New  River,  will  be  all  sufficient  to 
hold  this  position  against  the  wliole  State  of  Georgia,  now  that  the 
fort  has  been  returned  to  its  rightful  owner. 

As  they  are  very  busy  sinking  vessels  in  the  river  near  Fort  Jackson, 
I  have  thought  it  would  be  a  good  way  of  expediting  tlieir  laudable 
offorts  to  shut  themselves  in  by  making  a  demonstration  in  the  river 
ti>-morrov\'  or  next  day,  with  an  apparent  intention  of  going  up  at  night. 
This  will  cause  them  to  sink  everything  they  have  left  in  a  great  hurry, 
to  repent  of  their  folly  at  leisure.  Please  to  let  me  know  what  you 
think  of  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

Egbert  L.  Vielk, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Captain  Collins, 

Gommawlinfi,  etc. 


Letter  from  FlagOfficer  Du  Pont,  U.S.  Navy, to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.S. 
Navy,  giving  authority  to  proceed  into  the  Savannah  River. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  17,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have,  at  a  late  hour,  your  letter  of  this  date,  asking 
autiiority  to  go  into  the  Savannah  Jtiver.    You  can  do  so,  using  proper 
caution  and  vigilance. 

The  Hale,  fiowever,  1  must  have,  as  the  general  requires  her  at  North 
Edisto. 

In  haste,  yours,  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

FlagOfficer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins, 

U.  S,  S.  Unadilla. 


Report  of  JAeutenant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  explaining  his  inability  to 
cooperate  in  the  defense  of  St.  A  ugustine. 

U.  S.  S.  IsAAo  Smith, 
St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  April  17,  18K2. 

Sir:  Having  heard,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  of  the  evac- 
uation of  Jacksonville,  and  of  its  having  been  taken  possession  of  by 
a  force  of  rebels,  1  made  all  necessary  preparations  for  aiding  Colonel 
Bell  in  the  defense  of  this  town,  his  force  having  been  quite  small. 

As  many  of  the  Union  faujilies  expressed  a  wish  to  come  on  board  of 
this  vessel  in  case  of  an  attack,  1  freely  offered  all  who  desired  it  a 
refuge. 

On  the  10th  Colonel  Bell  placed  the  town  under  martial  law. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant  he  was  reinforced  with  four  com- 
panies of  his  regiment,  and  therefore  is  now  in  condition  to  defend  the 
town  without  my  aid. 

It  has  been  blowing  freshly  from  the  eastward  (with  but  an  interval 
of  a  few  hours)  since  the  8th  instant,  making  a  heavy  sea  on  the  bar, 
rendering  it  impossible  for  this  vessel  to  cross.     Since  the  11th  instant 
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we  have  had  full  tides  of  10  feet,  but  the  pilot  will  not  attempt  to  take 
us  out  so  long  as  the  breakers  are  so  heavy.  It  has  been  a  source  of 
much  annoyance  to  uie  that  1  have  been  unable  to  comply  with  your 
orders  of  the  6th  instant.  I  have  personally  examined  the  bar  myself 
on  two  occasions,  aiid  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  chance  of  getting 
outside  until  the  heavy  breakers,  which  at  present  are  continuous  the 
whole  length  of  the  bar,  are  moderated  either  by  change  of  wind  or  a 
calm.  Having  received  no  answers  to  my  communications  of  the  8th 
and  9th  instant,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  it  meet  your  views 
I  should  tow  the  two  vessels  I  have  here  to  Port  Eoyal,  especially  as  I 
must  have  coal  and  some  other  articles. 

I  neglected  to  mention  in  my  last  that  the  prize  schooner  had  on  board 
the  oakum  for  the  Confederate  gunboat  which  was  burned  at  Jackson- 
ville. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  list*  of  articles  on  board  of  this  vessel  taken 
from  prize  schooner;  also  a  letter  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  this 
vessel. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A..  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. . 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  I)u  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal. 


Letter \from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Ben- 
ham,  U.  8.  Army,  requesting  information  regarding  reported  engage- 
ment at  Wilmington  Island,  Georgia. 

Flagshii'  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.  April  17,  186 Ji. 
Gkneral:  I  had  written  an  order  to  withdraw  one  of  the  four  ves- 
sels at  Wassaw,  when  1  learned  there  had  been  some  encounter  with 
tlie  enemy  on  Wilmington  Island. 

I  immediately  suspended  the  order  and  write  to  ask  you  if  there  be 
any  foundation  for  the  report,  and  what  your  wishes  would  be. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Brigadier-General  Bbnham, 

Commanding  Northern  Division. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Benham,  TJ.  8.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  proposing  cooperative  measures  in  the  Savannah 
River  and  reporting  casualties  at  Wilmington  Island. 

Hilton  Head,  April  17, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  saying  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date 
that  there  will  be  no  objection  to  withdrawing  the  one  gunboat,  as  you 
propose,  from  Wassaw.  But  as  General  Hunter  and  myself  feel  that  it 
may  be  important  to  keep  theeuemy  on  the  alert  at  Savannah  we  would 
be  glad  if  you  would  spare  as  many  as  you  can  conveniently  of  those 

"  Not  found. 
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least  valuable  for  your  other  purposes,  which  boats  might,  without 
much  exposure  to  themselves,  by  constant  movements  as  if  of  reconnois- 
sance,  if  so  directed  by  yourself,  keep  the  eneiT*y  either  from  any 
approaches  toward  us  here  or  from  diverting  his  troops  to  Charleston. 
The  reconnoissance,  or  the  affair  you  heard  of,  it  seems,  was  made  by 
the  order  of  Acting  [Brigadier]  Cieneral  Gillmore  to  Wilmington  Island 
by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  Toi)ographical  Engineers,  escorted  by  400  men 
of  Colonel  Fenton's  Eighth  Michigan.  They  lost  10  or  12  killetl  and  35 
wounded,  as  reported  to  me,  and  our  men  claim  to  have  driven  a  regi- 
ment of  800  men  to  the  extreme  point  of  the  island,  holding  the  battle 
ground  for  three  hours  and  returning  unmolested.  I  am  not  satisfied 
yet  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Benham, 
Brigadier-  General. 
Flag-OflBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  l^avy, 

U.  6'.  /S'.  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Godon,  V.  S. 
Navy,  to  dispatch  a  vessel  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  April  17,  1862. 
Sir:  The  fall  of  Pulaski  will  enable  me  to  withdraw  a  vessel  from 
Wassaw. 

Please  send  to  this  port  either  the  Norwich  or  Wyandotte,  whichever 
you  can  best  spare. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  PCNT, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  S.  W.  Godon, 

Senior  Officer,  Wassarc. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy 
regarding  the  movements  of  supply  vessels  and  squadron  limits. 

Navy  Department,  April  17, 1862. 
Sir  :  The  steamers  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  will  hereafter  supply 
the  (julf  squadrons  only.    They  will,  however,  touch  at  Port  Koyal 
both  going  and  returning. 

Tlie  steamer  Massachusetts  will  supply  the  Atlantic  blockading  squad- 
rons.   She  will  proceed  as  far  south  as  you  may  require.    The  Depart- 
ment has  not,  I  believe,  heretofore  advised  you  that  the  limits  of  the 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  extended  to  Cape  Canaveral. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-OfBcer  Saml.  V.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  ISouth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 
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Report  of  Commander  Lanier,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  colony  on  St.  Sim,on^s 
Island,  and  transmitting  report  relative  to  expedition  to  St.  (Jatharine^s 
Sound  in  search  of  escaped  blockade  runner- 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georf/ia,  April  18,  18G3. 

Sir:  111  my  last  dispatch  I  mentioned  my  intention  of  sending  an 
armed  boat  to  the  PotomsTca  for  the  purpose  of  seizing-  the  vessel  which 
had  run  into  St.  Catharine's  Sound.  I  enclose  jou  a  copy  of  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  Watmough's  report. 

The  colony  on  St.  iSimoii's  has  largely  increased  since  I  have  been 
liere;  it  now  consists  of  60  men,  10  women,  and  13  children;  total,  89. 

They  have  jilanted  at  this  time  about  80  acres  of  corn  and  several 
acres  of  potatoes  and  beans.  I  obtain  from  Jekyl  Island,  where 
there  are  about  50  cattle,  beef  for  them,  and  the  rebel  Colonel  Spauld- 
ing's  barn  on  Sapelo  supplies  corn.  As  yet  the  colony  has  been  no 
expense  to  the  Government. 

I  have  removed  the  railroad  iron  from  the  forts  on  Jekyl  Island. 
There  are  900  bars  oi' this  iron. 

1  regret  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Florida  has  arrived  to  relieve  me 
from  my  agreeable  duty  on  this  station,  bringing  me  your  orders  to 
proceed  off  Charleston  and  report  to  Captain  Lardner;  in  obedience  to 
which  order  I  shall  leave  this  port  in  the  morning  and  report  to  Captain 
Lardner,  off  Charleston. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Laniee, 
.  Commander. 

Flag-OfBcer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flagship  Wabash,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

[Enclosure] 

U.   S.   S.    POTOMSKA, 

Doboy  Sound,  April  11,  18H2. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  return  of  your  boat  to  inform  you  that  in 
obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday's  date  I  left  Doboy  Sound  last 
night  at  1  a.  m.  and  reached  St.  Catherine's  S(mnri  this  morning  at  sun- 
rise without  accident  or  delay.  No  vessels  being  there,  we  communi- 
cated with  some  old  contrabands  at  a  Mr.  Hargraves'  (VValdeburg) 
[Walburg]  jilantation,  and  found  that  the  brig,  an  English  one,  had 
passed  there  a  week  or  ten  days  since,  having  entered  ar  Sapelo,  and 
from  thence  passed  tlirough  the  inland  waters  to  Kiceboro  River  ( which 
goes  inland  from  the  head  of  St.  Catherine's),  up  which  narrow  and 
difficult  river  she  had  been  carried.  They  (the  contrabands)  say  she 
had  had  a  hard  time  and  been  obliged  to  throw  overboard  a  portion  of 
her  cargo  of  salt;  had  lost  her  caboose,  etc.  That  she  was  very  deep, 
though  I  fancy  she  must  have  been  a  small  vessel,  as  theriver  she  went 
up  only  permits  7  or  8  feet  draft  and  is  full  of  difficulties,  according 
to  our  pilot,  in  whom  I  have  confidence.  We  had  a  look  up  this  stream, 
but  1  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  dispatch  boats  so  far  from  the  vessel, 
especially  as  we  had  no  boat  gun. 

On  Blackbeard  Island  we  saw  a  deserted  battery.  There  is  also  one 
on  the  soutli  end  of  Sapelo,  which  mounted  five  guns,  with  bombproof 
magazine.  The  lighthouse  at  this  point  is  stripped  and  all  the  appa- 
ratus carried  to  U;irien,  according  to  contraband  accounts.  Yesterday 
we  went  up  to  within  a  mile  or  two  of  that  town,  but  did  not  consider 
it  safe  to  go  farther,  as  the  stream  is  narrow  and  we  would  have  been 
left  aground  at  lialf  tide.  We  saw  evidences  of  partial  occupation  of 
the  neighboring  houses  and  plantations. 
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On  our  arrival  at  Doboy  Island,  some  days  since,  we  surprised  a  poor 
Irishman,  with  his  wife  and  infant,  who  had  come  (Jown  to  the  island 
to  collect  some  of  their  household  articles,  left  on  their  first  desertion 
of  the  place.  1  permitted  him  to  return  the  same  evening,  having  no 
accommodations  for  the  family.  He  represented  things  in  sad  colors, 
much  distress  prevailing  from  high  prices. 

Both  St.  Catherine's  and  Sapelo  offer  fair  opportunities  for  light-draft 
vessels  to  enter,  and  no  doubt  they  rea])  a  rich  reward  for  their  ven- 
ture. 

The  passage  between  all  the  points  is  interfered  with  by  a  "  divide," 
through  which  we  can  pass  only  on  high  water,  thus  causing  delays; 
otherwise  more  frequent  trips  could  be  made  without  danger  or  delay. 

The  islands  are  all  deserted  by  the  whites,  who  have  left  a  few  old 
slaves  to  care  for  things  and  shift  for  themselves. 

I  will  be  back  to  St.  Simon's,  according  to  your  orders,  on  Monday  as 
soon  as  possible,  barring  unavoidable  delays  from  grounding. 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

[P.  G.  Watmouth, 
Acting  Lientenant,  Commanding.^ 

Commander  E.  LANIER, 

TJ.  S.  8.  Alabama. 

P.  S. —  Heavy  firing  all  day  yesterday  at  [Fort]  Pulaski;  none  to-day. 


Engagement  with  a  Confederate  force  at  SeabrooVs  Island,  S.  C,  April  18, 

1862. 

Beport  of  Flag-Oliicer  Da  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  22,  1862. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  a 
concealed  attack  upon  one  of  his  boats,  in  which  Acting  Master  William 
D.  Urann  was  severely  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Khind,  with  tlie  cooperation  of  Colonel 
[E.  Q.J  Fellows,  of  the  Army,  commanding  the  post  at  North  Edisto, 
planned  a  niglit  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  though  not  successful  in 
surprising  them,  had  a  short  engagement  with  the  rebels  in  which  he 
says  "The  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  feel  sure,  was  sufficient  to  punish  them 
for  their  cowardly  attack  on  our  boat."' 

Three  of  the  Crusader^s  men  were  wounded  in  this  skirmish,  viz: 
Custave  Wacker,  ordinary  seaman,  in  the  right  arm  and  breast; 
Theodore  Peterson,  seaman,  wounded  on  the  hip  slightly;  and  James 
Wilson,  1st,  boatswain's  mate,  on  the  leg  slightly.  Acting  Master  W.  D. 
Urann,  who  was  fired  upon  in  the  boat,  was  wounded  in  the  left  index 
finger  and  right  wrist.    The  finger  has  since  been  amputated. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Ehind  speaksof  him  asan  excellent  officer. 
He  is  disabled  for  some  time,  but  has  no  desire  to  leave. 

The  name  of  James  Wilson,  boatswain's  mate,  is  also  mentioned 
favorably. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
F lag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Beport  of  Lieutenant  Bhind,  V.  S,  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Cmsader. 

^U.  S.  S.  Ceusadee, 
North  Udisto,  April  30,  1862. 

Sib:  On  the  18th  a  partj^  of  the  enemy  concealed  in  the  woods  below 
Seabrook's  Point  tiied  on  one  of  our  boats,  sent  there  to  assist  Mr.  lley- 
nolds,  Groverument  agent,  in  securing  some  cotton.  Acting  Master  Wil- 
liam D.  Urann,  who  had  charge  of  the  boat,  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  right  arm  and  left  hand. 

No  one  of  the  enemy  was  seen  during  the  fire,  which  was  promptly 
returned  by  our  boat's  crew.  1  planned  au  expedition  to  capture  the 
Darty  that  night  and  called  on  Colonel  Fellows,  commanding  the  post 
liere,  for  some  men  to  assist  me.  He  promptly  aflbided  them,  and  ena- 
bled me  to  land  a  party  of  about  sixty  men,  including  oflBcers. 

We  marched  through  the  swamps  to  two  plantations,  wliere  1  expected 
to  And  the  enemy,  reaching  the  farther  place  about  3  a.  m.  The  enemy 
discovered  our  approach  and  fled,  receiving  the  fire  of  a  platoon  of  Fifty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Itegiment,  under  Lieutenant  Hedell,  of  Comi)any  K. 
We  halted  there  to  rest  our  men  and  shortly  after  daylight  discovered 
a  considerable  force  of  mounted  riflemen  approaching  rapidly  to  attack 
us.  They  opened  lire  on  us  boldly,  but  fled  as  rapidly  as  they  advanced, 
after  a  smart  skirmish  of  twenty  to  twenty-tive  minutes.  I  had  one 
howitzer  with  me,  and  the  first  fire  from  it  brought  them  to  a  sudden 
lialt.  The  third  and  fourth  dispersed  them.  Three  of  the  Crusailer's 
crew  were  wounded  in  the  affair.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  feel  sure, 
was  sufficient  to  punish  them  lor  their  cowardly  attack  on  our  boat. 

Their  numbers  were  variously  estimated  at  from  50  to  KM).  We 
returned  leisurely  to  the  vessel,  the  enemy  not  attempting  to  follow, 
though  all  well  mounted. 

I  am  under  obligations,  for  the  prompt  response  to  my  call,  to  Colonel 
Fellows  and  to  Captain  R.  C.  Dow,  of  Company  H,  Third  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Lieutenant  E.  Bedell,  Company  K,  Fifty  fifth  Pennsylvania, 
for  their  cordial  cooperation. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  the  assistant  surgeon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  llHIND, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

GommmuHng  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Crusadee,  April  20,  1802. 

Sir:  I  make  you  the  following  report: 

April  is.— Acting  Master  William  1).  Urann,  wounded  in  the  left 

index  finger  and  right  wrist;  the  finger  has  since  been  amputated. 

April  J9.— Gustave  Wacker,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded  in  the  right 

arm  and  breast.    Theodore  Peterson,  seaman,   wounded  on  the  hip, 

slightly.    James  Wilson,  1st,  boatswain's  mate,  on  the  leg  slightly. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  H.  H.  Breintnall, 

.     „    .,,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
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Repoit  of  Lieutenant  Bhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  Acting-Master  TTiann,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
North  EMsto,  April  20,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  favorable  notice  Mr.  William 
1).  Qraun,  acting  master,  mentioned  iu  the  report  of  [Acting]  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Breintnall. 

Mr.  Urann  is  disabled  for  some  time,  but  has  no  desire  to  leave.  I 
miss  the  services  of  this  excellent  officer  very  much. 

James  Wilson,  1st,  boatswain's  mate,  also  mentioned  as  slightly 
wounded,  has  on  several  occasions  distinguished  himself  for  coolness, 
courage,  and  ability. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.  Ehind, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

(Jommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  announcing  the  arrival  at 
Port  Royal,  8.  C,  of  the  U.  S.  steamers-  Albatross  and  Madgie. 

FLAUsnip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  19,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  Commander  G.  A.  Premiss,  and  the  IT.  S.  S.  Madgie, 
Acting  Master  F.  IJ.  Meriam,  commanding,  at  this  port  to-day. 

The  latter  got  on  shore  ou  Cape  Lookout,  bnt  was  kedged  oft'  after 
being  two  days  on  the  beach.  She  lost  the  shoe  of  her  rudder-post 
and  had  her  main  steam  pipe  broken.  A  few  days  will  suffice  to  put  her 
iu  repair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Flag-Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lard- 

ner,  U.  8.  Nnvy,  referring  to  Senate  resolution  regarding  the  inefficiency 

of  the  blocJcade  of  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  19,  1862. 

My  Dear  Lardner:  I  have  not  time  to  write  ofiQcially,  but  will 
include  my  orders  in  this. 

First.  When  Bienville  arrives,  take  the  coal  from  her  deck  and  give  it 
to  other  vessels,  relieving  her  all  you  can. 

Second.  When  Augusta  returns,  please  run  down  here  and  fill  up  your 
coal  and  supplies,  leaving  Commander  Marchand  in  charge,  who  will, 
when  you  return  to  Charleston,  come  here  and  fill  up  the  Adger. 

There  is  a  new  excitement  about  the  blockade.  The  Department  is 
pressing  me.  Hale  has  introduced  and  had  a  resolution  passed  to  enquire 
into  its  violations,  with  authority   to  send   for  persons   and  papers. 
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Steamers  with  arms  are  reported  at  Bermuda,  and  lists  of  new  vessels 
intended  to  run  the  blockade  are  still  transmitted  from  the  State 
Department,  and  iuformatiou  received  that  a  joint  stock  company  is 
being  formed  in  Liverpool  to  run  vessels  in,  humbugged  by  the  rebel 
lies  as  to  the  profits  made  by  such  vessels  as  do  get  in. 

This  movement  of  Mr.  Hale  was  doubtless  instigated  by  the  letter  in 
the  Tribune  of  the  ;^lst  March,  from  its  correspondent  here,  detailing 
the  running  of  the  blockade  off  Charleston  in  all  its  details,  with  names 
of  vessels,  etc.,  received  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Upshur  on  his 
arrival  here  in  the  Flambeau.  A.  more  extraordinary  case  of  furnish- 
ing a  man  with  a  stick  to  break  your  own  head  with  is  not  now  within 
reach  of  my  memory.  I  believe  if  Mr.  Gregory  could  have  had  that 
Tribune,  Lord  John  Russell  would  have  been  deterred  from  making  his 
declaration  that  the  blockade  was  effective.  I  send  this  in  advance  of 
the  Augusta,  that  you  may  be  able  to  come  down  immediately  on  her 
arrival. 

1  send  Blunt  on  to  Le  Roy.  Have  you  thought  of  a  vessel  outside  of 
the  Rattlesnake  eastward  to  get  first  glimpse  of  fellows  heaving  in 
sight  ■? 

Lanier  is  ordered  up  to  report  to  you. 

Your  friend,  much  pressed,  S.  F.  Dv  1'ont. 

Captain  [J.J  L.  Lardnek, 

U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna,  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag  Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Augusta,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Charleston,  8.  C. 

I'^LAGSHip  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  19,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Augusta  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  for  blockading  duty  to  Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

Resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

f'.  8.  8.  Augusta,  Port  Royal. 

P.  S.— In  one  of  the  envelopes  addressed  to  Captain  Lardner  is  an 
additional  list  of  suspected  vessels.  Please  have  a  copy  made  for  your- 
self, and,  if  your  clerk  has  time,  copies  for  the  other  blockading  vessels 

S.  F.  D.  P. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Wave,  April  19,  1862. 

Keport  of  Acting  Master  Beers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  tchooner  6.  W.  Blunt. 

Port  Royal  Bay,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir :  On  Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  at  10 :  30  p.  m.,  while  on  my  wav 
to  Georgetown,  I  fell  in  with  the  pilot  boat  Wave  and  captured  her 

1  have  placed  Mr.  North,  acting  master's  mate,  with  three  men  in 
charge  of  the  above  prize  and  given  him  orders  to  bring  the  vessel'  to 
Port  Royal. 
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The  Ware  is  said  to  be  CO  tons  register.  Slie  had  on  board  39  bales 
cotton  and  a  crew  consisting  of  Captain  William  Ryan  and  four  men, 
and  was  bound  for  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jamks  K.  Beers, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  0.  W.  Blunt. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


fiepoTt  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  captured  papers. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  39,  1803. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  pilot 
boat  G.  W.  Blunt,  Acting  Master  James  11.  Beers,  commanding,  on  her 
way  to  Georgetown,  S.  G.,  fell  in,  on  the  I'Jth  iustant,  at  10:30  j).  m., 
with  the  rebel  schooner  Wave  and  captured  lier. 

She  is  said  to  be  60  tons  register  and  had  on  board  39  bales  cotton. 
Captain  William  Kyan  and  four  men  (lonstituted  her  crew,  all  of  whom 
1  believe  are  residents  of  Charleston. 

By  her  papers  the  H'afe  belongs  lo  Messrs.  Street  &  West,  of  Charles- 
ton, and  was  consigned  to  the  house  of  H.  Adderly  &  Co.,  Nassau, 
New  Providence.  1  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  by  her 
owners  to  Captain  Ryan,  also  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  the  con- 
signees, whith  shows  more  clearly  than  we  have  been  able  heretofore  to 
do  the  modus  operandi  of  the  rebels  and  their  neutral  friends  in  evad- 
ing the  blockade. 

I  have  placed  Acting  Master's  Mate  (J.  B.  Worth  in  charge  of  the 
Wave  and  sent  her  to  Philadelphia  for  adjudication.  Two  of  the  caj)- 
tured  crew,  James  Murray  and  Alfred  Stygall,  remain  on  board;  Cap 
tain  William  Ryan  and  the  remainder  of  her  <;rew,  viz,  Michael  Quini. 
and  Patrick  Sullivan,  will  be  sent  to  New  York  by  the  Empire  City,  the 
captain  ot  which  steamer  has  orders  to  deliver  them  to  the  commander 
of  the  navy  yard,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Government  may  direct. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  6.  W.  Blunt  at  the 
time  of  tlie  capture,  who  may  be  entitled  to  prize  money. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosures.] 

Charleston,  April  IS,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  Yon  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  there  consigning  to  our  friends  Messrs.  H.  Adderly  &  Co., 
who  have  our  instructions  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  Wnvc. 

We  have  written  Messrs.  H.  A.  &  Co.  to  sell  the  vessel  in  Nassau  if 
they  can  do  so  at  not  less  than  $3,500;  otherwise  to  load  her  with  salt 
and  let  her  come  back. 

We  have  directed  our  friends  to  pay  you  $200  on  the  safe  arrival  of 
the  vessel  at  Nassau;  the  mate,  $20;  cook,  $50;  MikeQuinn  (seaman), 
$40,  and  the  other  seaman,  $10. 

We  ask  that  you  will  use  all  possible  dispatcli  in  loading  and  dis- 
charging.    Be  as  economical  as  possible.    On  returning,  we  expect 
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that  Oharlestou  iw  the  best  port  of  ingress,  and  you  had  better  not  try 
any  other  place. 

In  case  of  danger  of  being  captured  by  tbd  enemy's  vessels,  yon  are 
hereby  positively  instructed  to  destroy  the  vessel  by  lire,  so  that  she 
can  not  fall  into  their  hands. 

If  you  are  captured,  destroy  every  paper,  letter,  flag,  and  samples 
which  may  give  any  clue  to  the  enemy  as  to  where  you  came  from,  to 
whom  the  vessel  belongs,  and  where  she  was  bound. 

Have  your  papers  prepared  for  sinking  before  leaving  this  port  or 
Nassau. 

The  Wave  will  change  her  nationality  and  name  in  Nassau  to  the 
Pilot,  of  Nassau. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  voyage,  we  remain. 
Yours,  truly, 

Strekt  &  West. 

Captain  Wm.  Rya.n. 


Charleston,  April  18, 1862. 

Gents:  Enclosed  we  have  the  pleasure  of  handing  shipping  docu- 
ments for  40  bales  cotton  to  your  consignment  by  this  conveyance,  the 
schooner  Wave.  The  cotton  is  all  of  excellent  quality  and  cost  low. 
We  wish  it  disposed  of  in  Nassau,  if  you  can  get  not  under  20  cents  per 
pound,  with  a  bond  that  it  shall  not  go  to  the  United  States.  If  you 
can  not  do  this,  ship  the  lot  to  your  friends  in  Liverpool,  with  instruc- 
tions to.  sell  on  arrival  at  best  market  price,  but  one  thing  we  urge 
upon  you,  do  not  sell  the  cotton  to  the  Yankees.  If  you  can  sell  the 
Wave  at  a  price  not  less  than  $3,500,  you  are  authorized  to  do  so. 
If  this  be  impracticable,  change  her  name  and  nationality  and  let  her 
return  with  salt.  We  enclose  power  of  attorney  for  your  Mr.  Adderly 
to  sell  the  vessel.  We  propose  Flint  as  her  new  name.  The  captain 
is  to  receive  $200  on  his  safe  arrival  at  your  port;  the  mate,  $20;  the' 
cook,  $50;  Mike  Quinn  (seaman),  $40,  and  one  other  seaman,  $10. 
The  vessel  is  in  complete  order  and  we  do  not  think  will  want  any- 
thing done  to  her  in  Nassau  except  painting;  at  any  rate,  we  beg  that 
you  will  see  that  no  extravagance  is  committed. 

The  funds  derived  from  sale  of  this  cargo  and  perhaps  vessel  we  wish 
returned  to  us  in  exchange  on  England,  as  directed  in  our  letter  of  the 
25th  ultimo  regarding  schooner  Rutherford,  except,  of  course,  such 
portion  as  may  be  invested  in  return  cargo  and  disbursements  of 
vessel. 

This  whole  transaction  we  wish  kept  entirely  separate  from  any  other 
business  we  may  have  had  with  you,  and  distinct  accounts  rendered. 

In  case  you  can  not  get  salt  in  your  market,  send  the  vessel  in  ballast 
to  some  neighboring  island,  clear  the  vessel  as  usual,  and  direct  Cap- 
tain Ryan  what  papers  to  destroy  in  case  of  capture  in  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade.  We  duly  received  your  valued  favor  of  the  5tli 
instant  and  note  with  pleasure  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Vride  and  Ruther- 
ford. We  hope  to  see  them  both  arrive  safely  with  good  cargoes  at 
this  port. 

We  have  purchased  the  schooner  Lucy  G.  Holmes  and  will  load  her 
with  100  bales  cotton  to  your  consignment. 
We  remain,  yours,  truly. 

Street  &  West. 
Messrs.  H.  Adderly  &  Co., 

Nassau. 
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BepoTt  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ,  S.  Navy,  regarding  letter  addressed  to  the  Department  by 
the  captain  of  schooner  Wave. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  35,  1862. 
SiE:  I  have  the   honor  to   acknowledge  the  receipt   of  a  letter* 
addressed  to  the  Department  by  a  Captain  liyan,  of  the  captured 
schooner  Wave,  dated  May  24  from  I'ort  Lafayette,  and  referred  to  me. 
The  schooner  Wave  belonged  to  a  tirni  in  Charleston,  and  this  man 
Ryan  had  the  most  stringent  instructions  to  destroy  all  i)apers,  docu- 
ments, etc.,  when  in  danger  of  capture. 

His  business  was  running  the  blockade,  and  I  can  not  see  with  what 
propriety  chronometers  and  charts,  the  very  instruments  most  efteotive 
in  carrying  it  on,  can  be  considered  private  property. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  ¥.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  JDownes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Huron, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Glide,  April  19,  1862. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  by  this  vessel,  on 
the  night  of  the  l!)th  instant,  of  the  schooner  Glide,  of,  and  just  out  of, 
Charleston,  bound  to  Nassau,  loaded  with  100  bales  of  cotton,  5  tierces 
of  rice,  in  bags,  and  a  quantity  of  flour. 

The  owner  and  one  passenger  for  Nassau  were  captured  in  the 
schooner. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  I  dispatched  her  to  Philadelphia,  under 
charge  of  Master's  Mate  Samuel  Delano,  with  a  prize  crew  of  four  men, 
and  sent  the  mate  in  her  to  serve  as  witness  on  the  trial.  The  captain 
1  shall  send  north  with  the  same  object  in  the  Connecticut,  now  hourly 
expected,  as  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  place  them  both  on  board  the 
schooner,  manned  by  so  weak  a  crew.  The  remainder  of  tiie  crew,  the 
owner,  and  the  passenger  I  shall  place  on  shore  the  first  favorable  oppor- 
tunity, as  the  detention  of  noncombatants  as  prisoners  I  judge  to  be 
undesirable,  as  it  is  inconvenient.  At  5  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  20th 
a  schooner  was  reported  to  me  as  standing  in  for  the  land,  and  I  imme- 
diately slipped  and  gave  chase,  as  there  was  a  prospect  of  her  reaching 
shoal  water  before  I  could  intercept  her.  Upon  getting  into  good  range 
I  opened  fire  from  the  rifle  gun  on  her,  but  it  was  not  until  tlie  fifth  shell 
liad  been  fired,  all  of  them  striking  in  close  proximity  to  her,  that  she 
hove  into  the  wind  to  await  my  approach.  Upon  speaking  her  I  was 
much  astonished  to  find  her  a  prize  already  to  the  schooner  Blunt,  with 
a  prize  crew  from  that  vessel  on  board,  in  charge  of  a  master's  mate,  who 
gave  as  an  excuse  for  7iot  heaving  to  before  that  he  was  below  and  did 
not  know  I  was  firing  at  him. 

Some  one  on  board,  however,  must  have  been  conscious  of  the  fact, 
whose  fault  seems  to  me  to  be  no  light  one. 


'  Not  found. 
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The  detachment  of  the  prize  crew  for  the  schooner  Glide,  aud  of  one 
other  mau  (a  fireman),  who,  by  (Japtain  Lardner's  authority,  I  am  about 
to  send  homeiu  the  Connecticut  invalided,  will  leave  this  vessel  six  men 
short  of  her  complement,  a  deficiency  seriously  felt  in  her  small  force. 
In  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  reporting  the  capture  of  the  Glide  I  have 
mentioned  this  fact. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Jj-ieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Benliam,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Henry  Andrew. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Eant  Florida,  April  20,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  just  been    informed  by  the  commander  of  the  Henry 
Andrew  that  his  vessel  is  on  shore  and  in  a  critical  position. 

You  will  please  take  charge  of  three  boats  from  this  ship  (arming 
the  crews  before  leaving)  and  proceed  to  the  Henry  Andrew,  there 
taking  such  measures  for  her  preservation  as  you  may  deem  most 
judicious. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commander. 
Lieutenant  A.  E.  K.  Benham, 

Executive  Officer  U.  S.  8.  Bienville,  off  Mosquito  Inlet. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  U.  8.  Nacy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Isaac 
8mith,  regarding  his  inability  to  proceed  to  sea. 

U.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  April  20,  1802. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  of  the  17th  instant  1  fully  informed  you  of  my 
situation.  The  winds  have  still  been  from  the  eastward  until  to  day; 
the  surf  still  breaks  very  heavy,  and  there  is  now  no  possibility  of  my 
getting  to  sea  before  the  spring  tides,  and  not  then  unless  I  have  coal. 
1  send  the  small  schooner  with  my  dispatches,  and  beg  that  you  will 
send  me  a  few  tons  of  coal  by  her  with  all  possible  speed. 

I  have  been  now  eleven  days  watching  for  an  opportunity  for  getting 
to  sea.  The  schooner  United  States  is  not  yet  out,  and  the  steanuT 
Belvidere  is  also  "  bar  bound."  A  steamer  last  night  came  to  off  the 
bar  and  signalized  that  she  had  communications  for  me,  but  left  at  I 
o'clock,  not  giving  me  a  chance  of  getting  a  boat  to  her  at  daylight-, 
I  took  her  to  be  the  Rhode  Island. 

Captain  Parsons,  the  captain  of  the  prize  schooner,  deserted  from  me 
at  [St.]  Augustine;  he  belongs  to  Jacksonville  and  has  )nade  his  way 
there.  A  few  days  ago  he  acknowledged  all  the  facts  about  the 
scliooner  and  said  that  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  her;  that 
he  had  only  taken  charge  of  her  to  prevent  being  made  a  Confederate 
soldier. 
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I  have  uo  other  news  except  that  a  party  of  rebels  under  a  Colonel 
Davis  is  still  threatening  the  town,  awaiting,  as  they  say,  the  gunboats 
leaving.  1  have  arranged  with  Colonel  J^>ell,  in  case  of  an  attack,  to 
go  back  to  the  town  with  this  vessel,  if  it  shoufd  take  place  before  I 
get  outside  the  bar. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Lieutenant,  Gommandinfj. 
Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commnnding  South  A  tlantic  Blockading  Squadroti,  Port  Boyal. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,   U.   8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General 
Benham,  TT.  S.  Army,  regarding  affairs  at  8t.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  21,  1862. 
Dear  General:  I  have  a  dispatch  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Nicholson,  of  the  gunboat  Isaac  Smith,  dated  St.  Augustine,  April  20 
(probably  19th),  which  contains  the  following: 

No  other  news  except  that  a  party  of  rebels  xiuder  Colonel  Davis  is  still  threaten- 
inii  the  town,  awaiting,  as  they  say,  the  giinhoats  leaving;.  I  have,  arrangerl  with 
Colonel  Bell,  in  case  of  an  attack,  to  go  back  to  the  town  with  this  vessel,  if  it 
shonlil  take  place  before  I  get  outside  the  bar. 

I  had  ordered  the  Isaac  Smith  to  the  St.  John's  River  after  the  fort  had 
been  reinforced.  He  has  been  awaiting  eleven  days  for  sufficient  water 
to  cross  the  bar.  He  mentions  the  Belvidere  as  detained  for  the  same 
cause.  Colonel  liell  has  five  guns  mounted,  and  two  we  captured  in 
the  St.  John's  River  have  arrived  and  are  being  well  placed. 

General,  you  know  best,  but  these  Floridians  ought  to  be  well  pun- 
ished while  you  are  waiting  for  your  reinforcements  for  more  impor- 
tant work. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  the  major-general  that  the 
Somerset,  Lieutenant  Commanding  English,  which  called  in  for  coal 
yesterday,  will  leave  early  in  tlie  morning  for  Key  West.  She  brought 
a  Herald  of  the  15tb,  one  day  later  than  we  had  by  Atlantic.  I  send 
it  with  this  in  case  your  papers  were  also  oidy  to  the  14th. 
I  am,  my  dear  general,  yours,  truly, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Brigadier-General  H.  W.  Benham, 

Commanding  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Du 
Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  responding  to  his  communication  regarding  affairs  at 
St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Hilton  Head,  April  21, 1862. 
Dear  Commodore:  (Is  that  a  tabooed  word  or  not?  Jt  ought  to 
have  begun  with  an  "A"  years  ago.)  1  am  much  obliged  for  your  kind 
note  and  the  Herald,  and  also  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Belvidere  is 
safe  at  St.  Augustine,  for  which  place,  stopping  at  ]<'ernandiiia,  I 
expect  to  start  on  a  tour  of  inspection  to-morrow  in  the  Cosmopolitan, 
say  at  D  a.  m.     Would  you  wish  to  send  dispatches'? 
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I  do  not  fear  for  St.  Augustine,  as  I  ordered  the  garrison  to  be  made 
up  to  600  men  and  sent  my  engineer  officer  to  repair  the  fort,  mount 
guns,  etc. 

More  than  this,  I  am  determined  that  my  threats  of  a  fourfold  retri- 
bution against  acts  contrary  to  the  usages  of  war  shall  be  executed,  if 
I  send  Stevens  down  on  purpose  to  do  it. 

I  will  trust,  however,  that  I  have  heard  incorrectly  that  one  of  your 
officers  did  not  execute  a  threat  which  he  had  made,  of  destroying  cer- 
tain property  in  case  a  certain  person  was  not  returned  to  him  on  the 
St.  John's  River. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  be  true  or  not,  but  the  proclamation  was 
shown  me,  and  the  statement  was  made  that  the  man  was  not  returned, 
supijosed  to  have  been  hung  even,  while  the  property  threatened  is  safe. 
Do  you  think  it  worth  an  examination,  as  I  think  an  unexecuted  threat 
does  great  injury  to  us? 

General  Hunter  will  avail  himself  of  your  kind  offer  (to  send  his 
orders  to  Key  West  by  the  Somerset),  and  will  send  a  boat  to  the  Wabash 
this  evening. 

Very  faithfully,  yours, 

H.  W.  Benham. 

Flag-Officer  S.  Y.  Dv  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Mag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Duncan,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Norwich,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Oeorgetoivn,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  21,  1862. 
Sir:  Important  information  just  received  in  reference  to  the  block- 
ade of  Georgetown,  S.  C.     I  have  to  request  that  you  will  fire  up  and 
proceed  early  in  the  morning  off  that  port  and  report  to  Commander 
Le  Eoy  for  blockading  duty. 

I  will  dispatch  in  two  days  the  steamer  Albatross  to  the  same  x)oint, 
and  as  soon  as  the  Keystone  State  can  come  here  and  coal  1  will  send 
her  back  to  relieve  you  and  you  can  return  to  Port  Royal  to  take  in 
your  supplies. 

1  have  not  time  to  write  to  Commander  Le  Roy,  but  you  will  show 
him  these  orders,  and  if  he  can  hold  out  till  Thursday,  giving  time  for 
the  Albatross  to  get  up,  then  I  would  prefer  his  doing  so. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  [M.]  Duncan, 

U.  S.  S.  Norwich. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  T)ii  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
to  dispatch  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Navy  Department,  April  21, 1862. 
Sir  :  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order  direct  the  Susquehanna 
to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Flag  Officer  Goldsborough. 
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The  vessel  wliich  conveys  this  will  supply  the  place  of  the  Susquehanna 
on  blockading  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Samuel  1'\  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantio  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  lioyal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Prentiss, 
r.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross,  to  assume  command  of 
the  blockade  off  Oeorgetoicn,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  22,  1HU2. 

SiK:  I  had  intended  offering  you  two  or  three  stations  on  the  line  of 
coast  under  my  command,  not  only  in  deference  to  your  position  as 
one  of  the  senior  commanders  in  this  squadron,  but  to  the  energy  and 
zeal  you  have  shown  in  this  war  on  another  station ;  but  last  night  I 
received  from  Commander  Le  Eoy  a  dispatch  which  induces  me  to  believe 
that  the  harbor  of  Georgetown  will  be  much  resorted  to  Just  now  by 
the  numerous  vessels  intending  to  run  the  blockade,  the  more  so  that 
I  have  been  lately  enabled  to  place  more  vessels  before  Charleston  than 
ever  before. 

I  have  therefore  to  recjnest  that  as  soon  as  you  are  ready  for  sea  you 
will  proceed  off'  Georgetown  with  the  Albatross  under  your  command 
to  assume  the  blockade  of  that  port.  The  Gem  of  the  Sea,  Acting  Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant  iiaxter,  a  sailing  armed  bark,  which  has  proved  very 
effective  on  blockade  duty,  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Norwich,  Lieutenant  Coni- 
nianding  Duncan,  will  be  under  your  orders  and  disposal  for  the 
efficient  covering  of  the  port. 

Commander  Le  lioy,  in  the  Keystone  State,  will  give  yon  such  informa- 
tion as  his  experience  of  the  localities  will  render  desirable.  He  is  very 
short  of  coal,  and  I  have  written  to  him,  notwithstanding,  to  remain  if 
possible  until  your  arrival. 

You  will  therefore  dispatch  him  here  to  fill  up  in  case  he  has  not  left. 

You  will  find  enclosed  numerous  orders-  and  circulars  which  Irom 
time  to  time  have  been  issued  in  this  squadron. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  particularly  to  General  Orders,  No.  8, 
in  reference  to  officers  and  men  of  this  squadron  corresponding  with 
l)ublic  journals,  which  1  am  determined  to  prohibit  to  the  extent  of  my 
authority. 

Very  respectfully,  et(!., 

S.  V.  Dv  J^ONT, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Commander  G.  A.  Perntiss, 

v.  S.  S.  Albatross. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Clary,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dawn,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  April  22, 1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Daion  under  your  command,  with  all 
liracticable  dispatch,  and  report  to  Flag-Otticer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pout  for 
duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  S(iuadron.    Transmit  to  the 
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Department  before  leaving  New  York  a  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a 
separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Daicn. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servajit, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Lieutenant  A.  G.  Olaey, 

Commanding  Dawn,  New  York. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Williamson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  floating  of 
the  TJ.  8.  S.  Eenry  Andreic  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

[I.  S.  S.  PBNatUN, 
Off  Mosquito  Inlet,  April  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Commander  Mullany  having  determined  to  remain  after  1  had 
closed  my  communication  of  the  2lst  instant,  to  learn  if  Captain  Harris 
succeeded  in  getting  his  vessel  oft'  at  high  water,  furnishes  me  the 
opportunity  of  again  addressing  you. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  to  you  that  Acting  Master  Command- 
ing Harris  was  successful  on  last  night's  high  tide  in  getting  the  Henry 
Andrew  afloat.  This  morning  at  G  he  proceeded  up  the  Halifix  River, 
and  when  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bob's  Blutt' commenced  tiring  shell, 
and  occasionally  we  heard  the  report  of  small  arms.  At  about  noon  he 
returned  to  the  entranceof  the  harbor  and  cameou  board.  He  reports 
he  went  up  the  river  to  ascertain  if  the  live  oak  had  been  disturbed,  as 
a  tire  was  seen  in  that  direction  while  his  vessel  was  ashore.  He  dis- 
covered, I  regret  to  say,  the  live  oak  on  fire,  and  all  consumed  but  about 
10,OuO  feet,  which  he  thinks  he  may  preserve. 

During  his  absence  to  report  he  left  Acting  Master  Wright,  with  36 
men  armed  with  small  arms  and  the  howitzer,  to  extinguish  the  fire. 
Tlie  steamer  returned  up  the  river  to  cover  the  men,  without  waiting  for 
Captain  Harris's  return. 

While  passing  up  the  river  this  morning  he  discovered  a  body  of 
about  60  men,  which  was  the  cause  of  the  firing.  He  dispersed  the 
men  before  he  returned  to  the  entrance,  1  have  furnished  Captain 
Harris,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able,  with  everything  he  reqnires  for  the 
defense  of  his  vessel;  among  those  most  essential  were  my  hot- water 
hose  and  my  boarding  netting. 

I  did  have  placed  on  the  bar  a  can  buoy  (which  I  found  on  shore), 
but  the  wind  has  been  so  constantly  from  the  eastward,  making  a  lieavy 
surf  there,  that'it  has  been  swept  away,  with  other  buoys  we  had  there 
to  mark  the  channel.  It  is  the  impression  that  the  bar  has  shifted  and 
is  tilling  u|>,  but  at  present  we  are  unable  to  ascertain  on  account  of 
the  sea  on  the  bar. 

April  23, 1862. — I  have  just  received  reports  from  Acting  Master 
Commanding  T.  A.  Harris  and  Acting  Master  P.  Dickinson  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Henry  Andrew  got  ashore,  which  I  enclose,  marked 
"A"*  and  "B;"*  also  Mr.  Harris's  report  of  the  firing,  and  the  exam- 
ination of  the  live  oak  timber  on  the  l!2d  instant,  marked  "C,"*  which 
I  enclose.  The  Henry  Andrew  is  now  outside  taking  in  her  coal  and 
provisions,  and  I  shall  send  her  in  if  possible  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Harris  states  in  coming  over  the  bar  at  1:20  p.  m.  he  had  one- 
fourth  less  2  fathoms. 

A'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  Williamson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  V.  S.  iS.  Penguin. 

riag-Officer  S.  F.  Dti  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

"  Not  found. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Harris,  U.  S.  Na^vy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry 
Andrew,  regarding  the  attempt  to  save  live-oak  lumber  in  Mosquito 
Inlet. 

U.  S.  S.  H.  Andrew, 
Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  April  22,  1862. 
Sir:  Referring  to  mine  of  Hist,  we  succeeded  iu  getting  afloat  last 
night  at  high  water,  2  a.  m.,  with  no  damage  to  the  vessel.  I  immedi- 
ately pumped  up  the  boilers  and  hastened  steam  in  order  to  examine 
the  condition  of  the  live  oak,  for  tiie  safety  of  which  1  had  reasons  to 
feel  some,  apprehension.  Upon  arriving  there,  found  that  the  whole 
had  been  flred;  placed  30  men  on  shore  (with  howitzer)  to  extinguish 
the  Are,  and  save  all  that  was  not  so  far  consumed  as  to  render  it  use- 
less, and  returned  below  to  report  the  facts  at  once,  thinking,  possibly, 
the  Bienville  would  leave  before  we  should  succeed  in  extinguishing 
the  fire. 

I  have  succeeded  in  saving  about  10,000  feet. 

The  party  was  tired  upon  from  near  the  house  opposite;  two  dis- 
charges only.  Threw  a  couple  of  shell,  and  heard  nothing  more  from 
them  afterwards. 

I  was  unable  to  get  to  the  bar  in  time  for  the  tide  this  day,  but  will 
come  out  as  early  as  possible  to-morrow. 

Gould  you  spare  six  rifles,  or  less,  with  their  ammunition,  they  would 
be  a  very  important  addition  to  our  small  arms,  this  vessel  having  only 
twenty  very  inferior  muskets. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Harris, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Captain  J.  K.  M.  Mx^llany, 

Commanding  U.  S.  iS'.  Bienville,  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to    Lieutenant'  Greighton, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Ottawa  and  prepare 
for  sea. 

Flauship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  23,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Ottawa  having  arrived,  so  soon  as  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Stevens  is  ready  to  hand  over  to  you  the  command,  you  will,  in  con- 
formity with  your  orders  from  the  Department,  assume  the  same  and 
prepare  her  with  all  possible  dispatch  for  sea. 

The  Otfaica,  I  have  just  learned,  has  gone  into  Skull  Creek  to  receive 
her  coal  from  the  Fulton.  She  will  return  to  this  anchorage  tomorrow 
morning,  when  Lieutenant  Commanding  Stevens  will  be  ready  to 
receive  you  on  board. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  B.  Creighton, 

U.  )S.  8hip  Vermont,  Port  Royal. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Collins,  JJ.  S.  Wavy,  regarding  conditions  in  Savan- 
nah River. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 
Venus  Point,  Savannah  River,  April  23, 18(12. 
Sir:  From  LieuteiiautColonel  JBartou,  cominauding  Fort  Vulcan,  at 
Venus  Point,  1  learn  the  rebels  Lave  probably  sunk  eight  schooners 
and  two  sloops  in  the  channels  of  the  river,  near  and  opposite  to  Fort 
Jackson,  besides  having  been  continually  euii)loyed,  since  the  surrender 
of  Pulaski,  with  a  steam  pile  driver  in  apparently  obstructing  the 
channels. 

I  do  not  deem  the  presence  of  the  gunboats  in  this  vicinity  any  longer 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  General  Viele's  command,  unless  an 
attack  on  Baufuskie  by  the  way  of  New  liiver  should  be  apprehended, 
in  which  event  one-half  of  the  guns  to  be  removed  from  these  batteries 
and  placed  on  Daufuskie,  opposite  the  mouth  of  JSTew  River,  would  be 
much  more  effective  than  a  gunboat. 

When  the  tides  increase  sufficiently,  a  hulk  now  in  the  lower  part  of 
Mud  Eiver  will  be  moved  up  to  the  boom  and  there  sunk  in  the  channel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Ofacer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  a  statement  regarding 
vessels  captured  or  destroyed  on  the  Charleston  blockade. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  April  23,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  for  coal  and 
other  needful  supplies. 

As  the  occurrences  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston  were  made  known 
in  separate  reports,  it  may  perhaps  be  as  well  to  mention  in  one  paper 
that  five  vessels  were  taken  or  destroyed  during  the  first  tliree  weeks 
of  April  for  attempting  to  enter  that  port,  viz,  one  sent  to  Philadelphia 
by  this  ship,  one  to  New  York  by  the  Huron,  one  to  Port  Royal  by  the 
Blunt,  and  two  ran  on  shore,  and  became  wrecks,  to  avoid  seizure. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Captain. 
Flag-Offieer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Eytmge,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp,  to  pro- 
ceed to  duty  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Navy  Department,  April  23, 1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp  is  ready  for  sea  pro- 
ceed with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and 
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report  to  Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont  for  duty  iu  the  South  Atlantic 
Blockadiug  Squadron. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Bytinge, 

Commanding  Shepherd  Knapp,  Netv  York. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bv  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  efficiency  of 
the  blockade  and  the  disposition  of  the  blockading  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  23,  18f)2. 

Sir:  It  has  been  my  intention  for  some  time  past  to  write  very  fully 
to  tlic  Department  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  of  the  Southern  ports 
within  the  limits  of  my  command,  but  the  pressure  of  business  has 
hitherto  interfered. 

I  have  received  from  time  to  time  dispatches  from  the  Department, 
enclosing  communications  from  our  ministers  and  consuls  abroad, 
referring  to  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  suspected  of  the  intention  of 
running  the  blockade. 

A  list  has  been  printed  under  my  directions  at  this  place,  and  a  copy 
supplied  to  every  ship  in  my  squadron,  to  which  are  added  the  names 
of  such  vessels  as  are  mentioned  in  subsequent  dispatches. 

In  one  of  my  communications  to  the  Department  I  submitted  a  change 
or  modification  in  my  instructions  to  the  blockading  ships,  directing 
1  iiein  to  board  every  vessel  proceeding  toward  a  blockaded  port,  and  if 
1)11  examination  any  irregularity  appeared  in  her  papers,  or  any  sus- 
picious circumstances  were  discovered  attending  her  position  or  cargo, 
and  particularly  it  she  had  any  knowledge  of  the  blockade,  such  vessel 
was  to  be  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication. 

Under  this  general  instruction  no  vessel,  steamer,  or  otherwise  can 
apiHoach  our  coast  without  being  liable  to  seizure,  no  matter  under 
what  flag  she  may  profess  to  be  sailing,  and  certainly  no  ship  contain- 
ing contraband  of  war  would  be  allowed,  after  examination,  to  escape, 
whether  she  may  be  on  the  list  of  suspected  vessels  or  not.  I  merely 
mention  this  in  passing  to  show  the  Department  that  I  am  fully  pre- 
pared to  captuie  eVery  vessel  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  so  far  as 
my  force  and  circumstances  will  admit. 

Much  has  been  said  in  the  papers  at  home  and  abroad  of  the  utter 
insufficiency  of  the  blockade,  and  a  too  ready  credence  given  by  our 
public  functionaries  and  our  merchants  to  the  representations  of  par- 
ties interested  in  making  out  a  case  against  the  Government. 

The  list  of  suspected  vessels  in  my  possession  made  up  from  various 
sources  coini)rises  schooners  of  light  draft,  larger  sailing  vessels,  and 
steamers,  amounting  to  about  KiO,  and  of  this  large  number  how  few 
have  ever  run  the  blockade,  or  even  ventured  to  approach  the  coast! 
With  a  rare  exception  none  but  very  small  craft  and  two  or  three  rebel 
steamers,  with  the  assistance  of  local  ]>ilots  of  long  experience,  con- 
certed signals  in  rowboats  and  on  the  shore,  and  mostly  under  the 
protection  of  the  night  or  dense  fogs,  have  been  successful. 

The  Bermuda  and  the  Fingal  are  the  only  foreign  steamers  that  have 
evaded  the  vigilance  of  the  squadron,  and,  as  the  Department  is  aware, 
the  former  is  at  present  at  Bermuda,  not  daring  to  run  the  hazard  again, 
and  the  latter  has  never  made  her  escape  from  the  Savannah  River. 
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The  steamers  Gladiator,  Talisman,  Sidney  Hall,  Tage,  Cambridge, 
Imperatrice,  Economist,  Southwicl;  Herald,  Bahama,  Minna,  Sedgwick, 
and  others  which  have  left  the  friendly  shores  of  Britain,  said  to  be 
loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war  of  all  kinds  for  tlie  rebels, 
seek  shelter  in  the  so  called  neutral  colonies  off  our  coast,  and,  not 
venturing  to  approach  the  blockaded  ports,  transship  their  cargoes  into 
small  vessels  of  the  lightest  draft,  provided  in  a  great  measure  b>  the 
merchants  of  these  same  neutral  colonies,  who  seem  ever  ready  to 
assist  in  any  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

The  capture  of  the  forts  at  Port  Royal,  which  occurred  immediately 
after  my  arrival  on  this  station,  gave  us  possession  of  this  noble  har- 
bor, and  was  followed  shortly  after  by  the  entire  control  of  the  entrance 
of  the  Savannah  Kiver,  of  Wassaw  and  Ossabaw  sounds,  Georgia;  St. 
Helena  Sound,  and  North  and  South  Edisto,  South  Carolina,  in  all  of 
which  an  inner  blockade  was  effectually  established. 

Other  vessels  of  my  squadron  were  dispatclied  southward  to  guard 
the  numerous  inlets  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  and  northward  to  cover 
Stono,  Charleston,  Bull's  Bay,  and  Georgetown,  S.  C,  a  very  extensive 
and  difficult  coast  to  blockade,  particularly  in  the  winter  season,  where, 
from  constantly  recurring  gales,  the  blockading  ships  are  liable  to  be 
driven  off  from  their  stations  or  on  shore  under  the  rebel  batteries. 

Happily,  at  the  present  time,  these  difficulties  have  in  a  great  meas- 
ure disappeared  by  the  success  attending  the  expedition  of  the  last 
month,  which  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  an  inner  blockade 
of  St.  Catherine's,  Sapelo,  Uoboy,  and  St.  Simon's  sounds,  Fernandina, 
St.  Johfi's  Eiver,  St.  Augustine,  and  Mosquito  Inlet,  thus  closing  the- 
entire  coast  of  Florida  and  Georgia  to  all  eUorts  of  the  rebels  and  our 
neutral  friends  to  introduce  provisions  or  arms. 

During  the  progress  of  this  expedition  1  had  abundant  evidence  of 
the  stringency  of  the  blockade  in  the  great  scarcity  of  even  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  the  very  high  price  demanded  for  both  food  and 
clothing,  further  shown  by  the  prices  current  as  given  in  the  Southern 
papers,  the  most  essential  articles  being  continually  on  the  rise.  Only 
one  small  vessel  (and  that  was  captured)  had  entered  the  harbor  of 
Fernandina  for  ninety  days  prior  to  our  taking  i)ossession,  though, 
according  to  the  reports  of  the  rebels  and  those  interested  abioad,  as 
mentioned  in  one  of  the  consular  communications  from  London  to  the 
Department,  it  was  almost  an  open  port. 

1  claim  to  have  some  experience  in  blockading,  for  during  onr  war 
with  Mexico  1  was  much  employed  in  this  most  arduous  and  often 
thankless  duty  on  the  west  coast  of  that  country.  I  claim,  also,  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  naval  history  in  connection  therewith,  and  I 
therefore  make  the  declaration,  under  a  full  sense  of  iny  responsibility 
in  doing  so,  that  no  blockade  in  the  history  of  the  world  has  ever  been 
more  effective,  particularly  when  the  extent  and  character  of  our  coast 
in  all  its  features  are  considered,  together  with  the  many  circumstances 
rendering  this  service  most  embarrassing,  such  as  an  organized  system 
in  Europe,  especially  in  England,  to  evade  it,  with  colonies  on  our 
flanks  used  as  intermediary  stations  to  aid  and  abet  in  its  violation.  I 
beg  also  to  remind  the  Department  how  much  the  difficulty  of  main- 
taining a  close  blockade  has  been  increased  by  the  introduction  of 
steam. 

The  Department,  while  referring  to  the  blockade  generally,  have 
required  particular  information  as  to  the  port  ot  Charleston.  In  a  dis- 
patch to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  as  far  back  as  the 
28th  of  January,  I  spoke  of  the  sinking  of  the  second  stone  fleet,  thereby 
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closing  two  of  the  channels  leading  into  that  harbor,  guarding  those 
unobstructed  by  no  less  than  three  vessels. 

Since  that  time  the  force  oft'  Charleston  has  never  been  diminished, 
but  on  the  other  hand  has  been,  whenever  practicable,  increased,  and 
always  under  the  direction  of  experienced  officers.  At  the  present 
time  I  have  no  less' than  six  steamers  and  two  sailing  vessels,  which  I 
purpose  further  to  increase. 

In  reference  to  the  resolution  of  enquiry  of  the  Senate,  which  the 
DepHrtment  has  forwarded  to  me,  I  presume  the  i)receding  statements 
fully  cover  the  spirit  of  it.  As  to  the  assertion  of  the  British  consul  at 
Charleston  contained  therein,  whatever  may  have  occurred  on  this 
coast  in  the  early  days  of  the  rebellion,  if  it  be  intended  to  apply  to  the 
period  of  my  command,  1  have  only  to  stamp  it  as  one  of  those  absurd 
partisan  statements  of  which  this  rebellion  has  been  so  fruitful. 

The  present  position  of  the  blockading  fleet  is  as  follows: 

Ofl'  Georgetown :  The  Keystone  State,  Norwich,  and  armed  bark  Oein 
of  the.  Sea,  Albatross  on  her  way. 

In  Bull's  Bay,  effectually  preventing  ingress  and  egress:  The  armed 
ship  Onward. 

Oft'  Charleston :  The  James  Adger,  Augusta,  Bienville,  Alabama,  Poca- 
hontas, Huron,  and  armed  sailing  vessels  Restless  and  Roebuck. 

OttStono:  The  Flambeau. 

In  North  Edisto :   Crusader  and  E.  B.  Male. 

In  St.  Helena  Sound:  Dale. 

In  Wall's  Cut:   Vnadilla  and  Western  World. 

In  Wassaw  Sound:  The  Mohican,  Wyandotte,  and  Vandalia. 

In  St.  Catherine's,  Sapelo,  Doboy,  and  St.  Simon's  Sound :  The  Flor- 
ida, Potomska,  and  Wamsutta. 

At  Femandina  and  adjacent  waters:  The  Pawnee,  Darlington,  and 
Hope. 

In  St.  John's  River:  Seneca  and  Pembina. 

At  St.  Augustine:  The  Isaac  Smith. 

Oft' and  in  Mosquito  Inlet:  The  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew. 

There  are  at  this  port  the  Wabash,  the  Susquehanna,  and  Ottaica, 
coaling,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Charleston;  the  Sumpter,  repairing 
engines  after  seventy  days'  service  oft'  Charleston;  the  Madgie,  which 
has  Just  joined  the  squadron  in  a  disabled  condition,  and  the  JEllen, 
which  I  fear  will  be  found  unfit  for  further  active  service. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
F lag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vnadilla,  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  24,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  leave  the  Western  World  wherever 
she  had  best  be  stationed,  and  repair  wi  th  the  Unadilla  to  this  anchorage. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Collins, 

U.  S.  Ounboat  Vnadilla,  Wrighfs  River,  Georgia. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag- Officer  IJu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  Cunard  steamer  KarnaTc. 

Navt  Department,  April  24, 1862. 
Sir:  The  Cunard  steamer  £^fflr»a/i;  sailed  from  Havana  on  the  12th 
instant,  for  New  York,  via  Nassau,  Laving  on  board  the  mails.  She 
is  now  overdiie  five  days,  and  as  she  has  always  been  very  regular, 
fears  are  entertained  that  she  may  have  met  with  some  accident  to  her 
luachinery. 

The  Department  desires  you  to  direct  any  of  your  vessels  ])roceeding 
aloTig  the  coast  to  keep  a  lookout  for  the  Karnalc,  and  if  fallen  in  with 
to  render  her  assistance  if  required.  She  is  an  iron  screw  steamer, 
bark -rigged,  1,1G3  tons  gross. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Creighton,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  to  St.  Augustine,  towing  the  schooner  Garibaldi,  car- 
rying supplies. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  24,  1803. 
SiE:  You  will  please  take  in  tow  the  schooner  Garibaldi,  with  (!oal 
and  supplies  for  the  steamer   Isaac  Smith,   Lieutenant  Commanding 
Nicholson,  now  inside  the  bar  at  St.  Augustine,  and  deliver  hei-  to  that 
officer. 

Immediately  on  the  performance  of  this,  service  you  will  proceed  off 
Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior  officter  there  for  blockading  duty. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  (Commanding  J.  B.  Creighton, 

U.  8.  Gunboat  Ottawa,  Port  Royal. 

P.  S. — It  is  barely  possible  that  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson 
has  left  St.  Augustine  and  may, be  in  St.  John's  River.  Should  this 
be  the  case,  please  tow  the  Garibaldi  off  St.  John's.  1  would  recom- 
mend your  looking  in  on  your  way  down. 

S.  F.  Du    I'ONT. 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bien- 
ville, regarding  expedition  of  that  vessel  to  Mosquito  Tnlcl,  carrying 
coal  and  supplies. 

U.  S.  S.  P>ienville, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  24,  18fi2. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order  of  the  15th,  I  proceeded  with  this  ves- 
sel to  the  anchorage  off  Mosquito  Inlet,  East  Florida,  arriving  the  17th 
instant,  and  delivered  coal  and  supplies  to  the  Penguin  and  Henry 
Andrew  with  as  much  dispatch  as  the  very  liigh  sea  that  prevailed 
during  my  stay  would  permit.  1  supplied  the  Pnu/iiin  with  1 ,000  pounds 
of  bread  to  replace  a  portion  of  that  sent  to  her  which  proved  unfit  for 
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use,  i;i()  tous  of  coal,  2,000  gallons  of  water,  and  a  spare  coudeuser  I 
had  ou  board,  capable  of  making  from  20  to  30  gallons  of  fresh  water 
per  hour,  and  which  was  in  operation  before  I  l^ft.  I  supplied  the 
Henry  Andrew  with  50  tons  of  coal,  a  boat,  and  5  Enfield  rifles,  with 
accouterraents  and  ammunition,  which  Acting  Master  Commanding 
Harris  represented  himself  greatly  iu  need  of. 

I  was  detained  until  the  23d  instant  in  consequence  of  the  Henry 
Andrew  being  unable  to  come  out  to  receive  her  supplies  and  coal,  at 
first  on  account  of  the  heavy  sea  on  the  bar  and  subsequently  owing  to 
her  grounding  on  a  sand  spit  in  the  harbor  on  the  19th  instant. 

As  her  situation  was  precarious,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Benham,  the 
executive  officer  of  this  ship,  with  three  boats  and  crews,  to  her  assist- 
ance, with  orders  to  take  such  measures  for  her  preservation  as  he 
might  deem  most  Judicious. 

Fortunately,  she  was  floated  off  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  22d  instant  and  was 
employed  during  the  day  iu  looking  after  the  Government  live  oak. 

On  the  23d  slie  came  outside  at  high  water,  received  lier  supjilies, 
and  returned  on  the  same  tide. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Acting 
Master  Commanding  Harris,  of  the  Henry  Andreic.  One  of  the  ship's 
boats  was  swamped  on  the  bar  while  going  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Henry  Andrew,  but  all  hands  were  saved,  together  with  the  boat, 
though  I  regret  to  say  five  Enfield  rifles,  accouterments,  and  ammuni- 
tion were  lost. 

The  Penguin  and  Henry  Andrew  had  each  about  20  tons  of  coal  in 
their  bunkers  in  addition  to  what  I  gave  them. 

There  is  n*ow  on  board  this  vessel  365  tons  of  coal,  100  of  which  is 
required  for  ballast. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ]{.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdy.  iSonth  Atlantic  Blucliadiny  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 


Expedition  of  the  0.  8.  steamers  Wamsutta.  and  Potomska  in  search  of 
an  escaped  brig  in  the  vicinity  of  Dorchester,  Oa.,  April  2t>-27,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  14, 1862. 

Sib.:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  A.  A.  Semmes,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta,  of  a 
rcconnoissance  made  by  him  and  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  P.  G. 
VVatmough,  iu  the  U.  S.  S.  Potomsha,  up  Eiceboro  Hiver  on  the  26th 
and  27th  ultimo. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  things 
in  tljat  vicinity,  as  well  as  to  destroy  a  brig  which  was  known  to  be 
near  Dorchester. 

After  proceeding  up  Eiceboro  Eiver,  a  very  crooked  and  narrow 
stream  communicating  with  the  waters  of  Sapelo  Sound,  about  30 
miles,  and  within  less  than  2  miles  of  Dorchester,  they  ascertained 
that  the  brig  had  been  burned  by  the  rebels,  and  not  deeming  it  advis- 
able (to  proceed  furtlier],  tbe  vessels  reruriud. 
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On  descending  the  liver  they  were  fired  upon  by  a  company  of  dis- 
mounted cavalry  concealed  in  the  woods  and  thick  underbrush  on 
Woodville  Island,  and  two  of  the  men  of  the-Wamsutta ,  James  Brown, 
quartermaster,  and  George  Boswell,  ordinary  seaman,  were  killed. 

Enclosed  are  the  certificates  of  the  acting  assistant  surgeon  and  act- 
ing assistant  jiaymaster  of  that  vessel. 

The  fire  of  the  rebels  was  replied  to  by  both  steamers  with  shell, 
grape,  and  canister,  which  effectually  silenced  them.  Their  loss,  as 
reported  by  contrabands  who  came  in  shortly  after,  was  16  killed  and 
32  wounded. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer^  OommandirKj  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Beport  of  Commander  Goldsborongli,  V.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  Florida, 
St.  Simon'n  Island,  Georgia,  May  S,  1862. 

Flag  Ofpicee:  I  enclose  report  of  Lieutenant  Oouimauding  A.  A. 
Senimes,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta,  of  a  reconuoissance  made 
by  him  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  G,  Watmough,  In  the  steamer 
Potomska,  up  Newport  Biver  on  the  2Gth  and  27th  ultimo. 

Their  object  in  ascending  the  river  was  to  ascertain  the  exact  condi- 
tion of  tilings  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  destruction  of  an  English  brig 
that  had  run  the  blockade  at  8apelo  about  two  months  since,  and  men- 
tioned in  your  instructions  to  me  of  the  15th  ultimo.  Having  proceeded 
about  ;J0  miles  up  the  river  and  within  IJ  or  2  miles  of  Dorchester, 
opposite  to  which  the  brig  was  at  anchor,  they  discovered  her  to  be  on 
fire  and  learned  from  some  captured  contrabands  that  the  rebels  had 
scuttled  and  fired  her  and  that  she  was  burned  to  the  water's  edge. 
Tlie  object  of  their  visit  having  been  accomplished,  they  deemed  it 
l)roper  to  return,  and  while  descending  the  river  were  attacked  by  a 
company  of  dismoniited  cavalry,  concealed  in  the  woods  and  thick 
underbrush  on  Woodville  Island,  during  which  the  Wamsutta  lost  two 
of  her  crew. 

I  am,  very  lespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Officer. 
Flag-OflBcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Seport  of  Lieutenant  Semmes,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta. 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 
J)ohoy  Sound,  April  :-J0,  1862. 

Sir:  Theeveningof  the  2.1th  instant  Acting  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing P.  G.  Watmougli  sent  niu  his  ])ilot  and  information  that  he  was  10 
miles  up  the  Biceboro  Biver.  The  following  day,  near  noon,  I  joined 
him  with  this  vessel,  and  both  went  up  after  the  brig  that  ran  the 
blockade  at  Sapelo  vSonnd.  Captain  Watmough  captured,  the  night  of 
the  25th  to  26th,  three  negroes  carrying  provisions  to  a  rebel  picket  of 
cavalry  near  his  anchorage. 

They  pointed  out  some  of  the  many  dangers  of  the  river,  up  which 
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we  went  about  15  miles  tbat  day.  Tlie  morning  of  the  27th  we  reached  a 
point  within  about  a  mile  of  Dorchester,  where  two  negroes  (one  of  whom 
left  this  forenoon  for  8t.  Simon's  Sound)  came  on  ijoard  and  informed 
us  that  a  smoke  observed  by  us  at  2  p.  m.  the  previous  day  was  the 
burning  of  the  brig,  she  having  been  stripped,  scuttled,  and  tired  at 
that  time.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truthfulness  of  their  information; 
she  was  opposite  Doichester. 

Having  gone  thus  far,  say  30  miles,  a  point  was  reached  (where  the 
Fotomnl;a  grounded)  where  the  river  became  so  very  narrow,  with  a 
still  narrower  channel,  that  we  deemed  it  imprudent  to  go  any  farther. 

At  noon  both  vessels  started  down  on  the  ebb, backing  or  going  head 
first,  as  the  tide  happened  to  take  them.  We  took  tiie  bottom  so  often 
that  we  began  to  expect  it  at  every  bend. 

It  took  five  hours  to  get  down  to  Woodville  Island,  where  the  rebels 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us,  at  adistanceof  from  20  to  30 yards,  with  rities. 
This  vessel  was  ahead  and  grounded  in  the  bend  when  under  this  fire. 
We  replied  to  their  fire  with  shells,  grape,  and  canister.  Two  men  were 
mortally  wounded  at  the  first  volley.  The  negroes  jjut  the  rebel  force 
at  about  100.  The  rapidity  of  their  fire  went  to  show  that  to  be  nearly 
correct.  Fortunately  the  Potomska  could  bring  her  battery  to  bear 
when  our  guns  could  not  be  used.  At  one  point  our  starboard  battery 
was  used  to  assist  the  Potomslca. 

The  Potoniska's  fire  was  well  directed  and  of  great  assistance  to  us. 
She  had  no  casualties.  Our  port  side  bore  pretty  good  evidence  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  which  commenced  at  5 :  40  and  ended  at  (i :  liO. 

The  follow.ing  day  reached  this  anchorage,  leaving  the  Potomska  in 
Sapelo  Sound.  The  men  who  were  killed  were  buried  the  same  night 
on  Doboy  Island. 

It  gives  me  ])leasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  all 
engaged  on  our  side. 

The  enclosed  sketch*  will  convey  to  you  some  idea  of  the  difliculties 
of  the  river.  It  is  not  much  exaggerated,  if  any.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  the  doctor's  report  of  the  casuiilties,  also  other  papers  from  him  and 
the  paymaster. 

With  a  good  pilot  a  higher  point  could  probably  have  been,  reached, 
with  the  chance  of  having  the  river  obstructed  before  getting  down.     _ 
I  am,  I'espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmbs, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  U.  IS.  Navy. 

Commander  Jno.  R.  Goldsboeough, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Florida,  St.  Simon^s  Sound,  Georgia. 


Suigeon'B  lepoTt  of  casualties  on  the  V,  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 
Doboy  Sound,  April  28,  1863. 
SiE :  In  the  action  between  this  vessel  and  the  rebels  on  Woodville 
Island,  on  the  27th  instant,  1  have  to  report  the  following  casualties: 

James  Brown,  quartermaster,  and  George  Boswell,  ordinary  seaman, 
were  both  shot  through  the  abdomen  and  died  of  their  wounds  the 
same  evening,  th.e  former  at  half  pastlO  and  the  latter  at  a  quarter  past  7. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Saml.  F.  Quimby, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  A.  Semmes. 

*  Not  uecussarj-  to  publish. 
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General  order  from  Flag- Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  property 
under  the  charge  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

General  Orders,  )  Flagship  Wabash, 

No.  10.  )  Port  Royal,  April  20,  1802. 

No  subsistence,  forage,  mules,  horses,  oxen,  cows,  sbeep,  cattle  of  anj- 
kiud,  or  other  property  must  be  taken  by  the  officers  or  men  of  tlie  ves- 
sels of  this  squadron  from  plantations  under  the  charge  of  the  special 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  nor  must  the  men  ever  be  allowed 
to  visit  such  plantations  without  a  written  i)ermissioii  from  their  com- 
manding officer. 

S.  V.  Dtj  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flug-Officer  Dm  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Active,  April  20, 1802. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  29,  1802. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Flambeau,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Upshur,  on  the  26th  instant,  at 
(J: 40  p.  m.,  discovered  and  captured,  about  7  miles  south  of  Stono 
[JnletJ,  South  Carolina,  the  schooner  Active,  under  Englisli  colors. 

Slie  was  from  Nassau  and  purported  to  be  bound  for  New  York,  witli 
a  cargo  ])rincipally  of  salt  and  coffee  and  other  articles  now  veiy  much 
needed  in  a  Southern  port.  The  captain  admitted  that  the  families  of 
himself  and  mate  are  residents  of  Cliarleston. 

I  have  sent  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  W.  L.  Kempton,  of  the  Flamhea%i.  The  captain  and  cook  of  the 
prize  remain  on  board.  The  rest  of  the  crew  will  be  forwarded  by  the 
lirst  opportunity.  The  vessel  is  so  small  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
send  more  of  the  crew  with  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blovhading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  TAeutenant  Upshur,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Active,  April  20,  1802. 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 
Off  Charleston,  8.  C,  April  27,  1802. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  2Gth  instant,  at  G :  40  p.  m., 
we  discovered  and  captured,  about  7  miles  south  of  Stono,  the  schooner 
Active,  from  Nassau,  under  English  colois.  I  hereby  send  you  her 
l)apers  and  accompanying  log.  1  send  also  the  captain  and  cook  of  tlie 
schooner,  the  remaining  three  men  having  been  received  by  Captain 
Marchand,  of  the  James  Adger.  The  captnin  ol  the  schooner  iulmits 
iliat  Liic  hiuiilies  of  liiniself  and  mate  aie  residents  of  Charleston,  and 
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it  is  evident  from  his  Masouic  diijloma  that  he  was  iu  that  city  on  the 
3tl  of  March  last. 
We  have  not  had  time  to  examine  the  schooner  i)r  her  cargo. 
In  conclusion,  1  would  also  state  thar,  exclusive  of  the  prize  crew  on 
board  the  schooner,  I  am  short  of  seven  ordinary  seamen  and  landsmen, 
a  want  which  is  very  manifest  on  board  this  ship. 
Acting  Master  Kemptou  and  three  men  compose  the  prize  crew. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshur, 
TAeutenaiit,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gonidt/.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  h'oyal,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sheldon,  U.  S.  N'avy,  commanding  prize  schooner 
Actii^e,  of  arrival  at  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  May  IS,  1862. 
Sir:  I  was  ordered  to  New  York  in  charge  of  the  prize  schooner 
Active,  captured  oft'  Stouo  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  April  20, 1802,  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Flambeau,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H.  Upshur.  After  leav- 
ing Port  Royal  found  the  foremast  sprung,  bowsprit  rotten  at  the  heel, 
and  the  vessel  leaking.  Bore  up  for  the  Capes  of  Delaware;  asked 
and  obtained  permission  from  Flag-OfB(!er  Pendergrast  to  come  to  this 
port,  which.  1  accordingly  did. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Sheldon, 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  G. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Belle  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Uncus,  April  26,  1862. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Uncus,  Acting  Master  L.  G.  Crane,  commanding,  arrived  at  this  anchor- 
age on  the  27th  instant,  with  the  schooner  Belle  as  a  prize,  captured 
the  day  previous. 

He  reports  that  when  off'  Charleston,  S.  C,  bearing  N.  N.  W.,  dis- 
tant 30  miles,  lie  made  a  sail  two  points  on  the  port  bow,  running 
^.  N.  W.  Acting  Miister  Crane  proceeded  on  his  course,  intending  to 
s|)eak  her.  As  he  approached  her,  she  hove  in  stays  and  hauled  E.  S.  E. 
He  then  changed  his  course  and  gave  chase  for  two  hours,  when  he 
fired  a  shot  across  her  bow.  She  then  hoisted  the  English  ensign 
and  continued  her  course.  Another  shot  was  fired  across  her  bow,  to 
which  no  attention  was  paid,  but  a  third,  striking. just  ahead  of  her, 
caused  her  to  heave  to.  She  was  from  Nassau,  New  Piovidence, 'and 
purported  to  be  bound  for  Philadelphia  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  pepper, 
and  soap. 

The  captain,  on  being  boarded,  claimed  to  be  iu  distress,  saying  he 
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had  sprung,  the  uight  before,  foremast  and  bowsprit.  When  asked 
why  he  carried  sail  on  her  so,  replied  that  he  wanted  to  get  into  the 
nearest  port. 

I  send  her  to-day  to  the  port  of  New  York  for  adjudication,  and  with 
her  the  master,  W.  E.  Green,  and  Frank  Farrar,  cook.  The  rest  of 
the  crew,  W.  J.  L.  Uptegrove,  John  Morris,  Antonio  Leone,  and  Prank 
Sary,  proceed  to  New  York  in  the  morning  by  the  Empire  City.  The 
vessel  is  so  small  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  send  more  of  the  crew 
with  her. 

She  goes  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  L.  Cooper,  of  the  U.  S.  shij)  Ver- 
mont,  whose  resignation  was  forwarded  to  the  Department  by  the  mail 
of  the  19th  instant.  I  have  directed  hiin  on  his  arrival  at  New  York 
to  report  to  the  Department  by  letter. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  oflScers  and  crew  of  the  Uncas,  who  may  be 
entitled  to  prize  money. 

Keapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Crane,  U.  8.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Uncas, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Belle,  April  20,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Uncas,  April  20, 1862. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  re|)ort  the  following: 

When  off  Charleston,  S.  C,  bearing  N.  N.  W.,  distant  30  miles,  made 
a  sail  two  points  on  the  port  bow,  running  N.  N.  W.  T  proceeded  on 
my  conrse,  thinking  of  speaking  her.  As  I  approached  her,  she  hove 
in  stays,  hauled  E.  S.  E.;  then  I  became  suspicious  of  her.  1  altered 
my  course  and  steered  after  her,  chasing  her  two  hours.  I  fired  a  shot 
across  her  bow.  He  then  hoisted  the  English  ensign  and  continued 
his  course.  Blowing  very  heavy,  1  then  fired  another  across  her  bow; 
he  then  did  not  stop  her  at  tliat.  I  then  fired  one  from  our  pivot  gun, 
striking  about  40  feet  ahead  of  him.  He  then  hove  to,  and  I  sent  Mr. 
Tarr  aboard  to  examine  her  papers.  When  boarding,  before  Mr.  Tarr 
had  chance  to  say  a  word,  the  captain  said  he  was  in  distress;  that  the 
night  before  she  sprung  her  foremast  and  bowsprit.  Mr.  Tarr  then 
asked  why  he  carried  sail  on  her  so.  He  said  he  wanted  to  get  into 
the  nearest  port,  and  also  that  he  had  been  laying  to  in  the  Gulf  repair- 
ing damages.  Mr.  Tarr  then  asked  him  where  he  was  from,  and  where 
bound.  He  then  answered  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  pepper,  and  soap.  Mr.  Tarr  then 
demanded  her  papers  and  then  ordered  him  to  follow  me  to  Port  lioyal, 
being  too  rough  to  put  a  ])rize  crew  aboard.  I  then  altered  my  course 
and  ran  N.  N.  W.,  and  made  the  blockading  fleet  off  Charleston  Bar. 
The  weather  moderated,  and  I  put  a  prize  crew  aboard  and  steamed  for 
Port  Royal. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  Crane, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting   Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels,   U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

the  schooner  Ohase,  captured  April  26,  1862,  near  BidVs  Bay,  South 

Carolina.  •, 

U.  8.  8hii'  Onward, 
BulVs  Bay,  South  Carolina,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  tbat  oq  Saturday,  the  36th  instant,  I  observed 
a  schooner  in  the  S.  E.,  steering  directly  for  the  channel  into  Bull's  Bay, 
running  with  the  wind  free.  A  gunboat  was  on  her  weather  quarter, 
about  4  miles.  Thinking  it  might  be  a  vessel  bound  into  Bull's  Bay,  I 
disguised  the  ship  as  much  as  possible.  When  she  was  near  enough 
to  make  us  out  she  kept  oft'  to  the  northward,  the  gunboat  giving  chase. 
The  schooner  soon  ran  ashore  on  Ractcoon  Key  (the  island  on  which 
Eomain  light  stands),  about  the  middle  of  the  key.  As  soon  as  I  saw 
that  she  was  to  tlie  southward  of  the  key  1  sent  Acting  Master  11.  J. 
Sleeper  in  charge  of  the  launch,  and  I  soon  followed  in  the  gig.  When 
neariug  her  we  discovered  that  she  was  on  lire,  but  when  the  launch 
got  close  to  her  Mr.  Sleeper  discovered  that  the  surf  had  extinguished 
tlie  flames  and  the  schooner  was  deserted.  By  pulling  in  as  close  as  we 
could  we  ascertained  her  to  be  the  schooner  Chase,  of  Nassau.  Night 
coming  on  and  the  surf  being  heavy,  we  returned  to  the  ship. 

On  Sunday  I  sent  Acting  Master  Sleeper  in  the  gig  to  examine  her. 
On  his  return  he  reported  that  be  did  not  think  she  could  be  got  oft', 

On  Tuesday  I  started  in  the  gig,  accompanied  by  Acting  Master's 
Mate  George  Blauchard  in  charge  of  the  launch,  for  the  schooner  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  to  get  her  oft.  On  our  arrival  we  found  her  almost 
out  of  water,  but  full,  and  by  boring  holes  in  her  and  bailing  we 
succeeded  in  getting  all  the  water  out  ot  lier.  At  high  water  she  was 
aH(jat.  1  run  her  anchor  out,  but  on  trying  the  kedge  it  came  home, 
the  schooner  swinging  broadside  on  the  beach. 

We  had  now  been  without  water  seven  or  eight  hours,  and  having  a 
long  pull  to  the  ship  we  left  her  at  8  p.  m.  and  reached  the  ship  on  the 
following  morning  at  7  a.  m. 

At  3  p.  m.  on  Tuesday  I  had  sent  the  gig  back  to  the  ship  with  two 
wounded  men,  caused  by  a  disturbance  among  them  in  consequence  [of] 
finding  liquor  from  the  wreck  on  the  beach. 

The  schooner  is  apparently  a  good  one,  by  her  register  is  rated  at 
about  20  tons,  but  is  much  larger  by  American  tonnage.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  get  her  oft',  but  if  I  find  it  impossible,  shall  burn  her. 

I  must  apologize  for  this  lengthy  report,  but  I  thought  it  necessary 
in  this  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  NiOKBLS, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  JJ.  S.  Ship  Onward. 

Commander  E.  Gr.  Farrott, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Augusta,  off  Charleston. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S. 
Navy,  forwarding  order  of  detachment  from  the  squadron  under  his 
command. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  27,  1862. 
Sir:  The  order  accompanying  this  will  inform  you  of  your  detach- 
ment from  this  squadron  with  the  Susquehanna  under  your  command, 
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which  I  trust  will  be  but  temporary.    Be  this  as  it  may,  I  think  it  due 
to  you  and  to  myself  tr>  express  my  most  unqualified  appreciation  of 
the  zeal,  efficiency,  and  devotion  which  have  marked  your  services  in 
this  fleet,  and  I  trust  they  will  not  be  overlooked  by  the  Department. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.F.DUPONT, 

Flag-Officer. 

Captain  J.  L.  Lardnbk, 

U.  8.  S.  Susquehanna,  Fort  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  I)u.  Pont,  U.  S.  Na,vy,  to  Captain  Lardner,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Hampton  Roads. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  <S'.  6'.,  April  27,  1862. 
SiK :  1  have  received  orders  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock  to  send  the 
Susquehanna  to  Hampton  Koads. 

You  will  discontinue  coaling,  and  as  the  tide  will  not  serve  to  allow 
you  to  cross  the  bar  this  evening,  you  will  please  proceed  at  daylight 
in  the  morning,  and  on  your  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads  report  to  Flag- 
Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough. 

The  rifled  howitzer  of  the  Susquehanna,  now  on  board  the  Hope,  will 
be  returned  this  very  evening. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

B.  F.  Du  Font, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Captain  J.  L.  Lardner, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  objecting  to  the  icithdrawalfrom  the  squadron  of  Captain  Lardner 

and  the  U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  27,  l.%2. 

Sir:  I  received  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock  the  Department's  order  to 
direct  the  Susquehanna  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborough. 

She  happened  to  be  in  this  harbor  coaling  and  I  have  given  orders  to 
Captain  Lardner  to  proceed  to  sea  at  daylight  to-morrow  ujorning,  the 
state  of  the  tide  not  eiiabling  him  to  cross  the  bar  this  evening. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  public  interests  here  and  to  inyself 
did  I  fail  to  say  that  tlie  withdrawal  of  tliis  ship  and  the  ofiicer  in  com- 
mand is  a  serious  inroad  into  the  efficiency  of  this  squadron. 

1  had  prepared  to  shift  my  flag  to  her  on  Tuesday  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  Charleston,  and  to  see  for  myself  if  it  was  possible  to  place  the 
blockading  ships  in  more  ett'ective  positions.  Captain  Lardner's  experi- 
ence made  his  presence  there  very  important  to  me. 

The  Susquehanna  is  the  only  vessel,  by  her  armament,  which  could 
cover  the  large  force  of  weak  vessels  now  ofl'  that  port.  I  ha ve  informa- 
tion that  three  ironclad  gunboats  may  be  soon  expected  from  France. 
Boats  of  that  kind,  too,  are  building  iu  Charleston  itself.    It  has  been 
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stated  frequently  tliat  an  iron  ram  is  at  Savannah  and  may  come  down 
Wilmington  River  and  attack  the  force  there. 

I  have  information  to-day  that  nearly  all  the  live  oak  has  been  burned 
at  [New]  Smyrna,  some  30,000  feet  of  it.  The  Henry  Andrew  could  not 
prevent  it,  but  landed  her  crew  and  put  out  the  lire.  She  is  the  only 
vessel  that  can  cross  Mosquito  Bar,  and  troops  should  have  been  sent 
to  protect  it. 

Further,  the  rebels  are  in  possession  of  Jacksonville,  and  my  gun- 
boats only  control  the  river  below  it. 

A  vessel  ran  into  Darien  a  few  days  since.  I  require  more  vessels 
everywhere.  The  Department  is  sending  me  more  and  more  stringent 
directions  in  reference  to  the  blockade,  directing  courts  of  enquiry  to 
be  held  for  any  infra(!tions  of  it,  and  the  Senate  is  passing  resolutions 
reflecting  on  myself  and  my  officers,  and  I  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the 
Department  if  this  is  a  moment  to  rednce  my  force  and  take  from  me 
my  most  efficient  ships  and  most  experienced  officers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  V.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  vessels  seized  for  violation  of  the 
blockade. ' 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  28, 1862. 
Sir:  All  vessels  seized  for  violating  the  blockade  must  be  sent  either 
to  Philadelphia  or  New  York,  and  not  to  this  port,  attention  being 
paid  also  to  the  general  orders  from  the  Department  about  the  separa- 
tion of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  captured  vessel. 

You  will  please  so  inform  the  commanding  officers  of  the  blockading 
ships  under  your  direction. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  Senior  Officer  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  J)u  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Collins,  U.  8. 
Navij,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Charleston, 
S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Eoyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  28,  1862. 
Sir:  Yon  will  please  proceed  with  the  Unadilla  under  your  command 
off  Charleston  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  in  charge  for  blockading 
duty. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  N.  Collins, 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Mdrchand, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  James  Adger,  to  proceed  icith  that 
vessel  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  B.  C,  April  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  Od  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  please  transfer  the  charge  of 
the  blockading  force  off  Charleston  to  Oommaiider  Parrott  and  return 
with  the  James  Adger  to  this  port  for  repairs,  etc.  Please  inform  Conj- 
mander  Parrott  that  I  have  information  that  the  Nashville  is  again  off 
the  coast,  loaded  with  arms,  and  will  probably  attempt  either  Charles- 
ton or  Georgetown. 

Enclosed  are  some  copies  of  a  general  order  from  the  Department  in 
relation  to  the  separation  of  master  and  crew  of  prize  vessels,  which 
you  will  have  distributed  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  blockading 
vessels. 

Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Commander  J.  B.  Maechand, 

U.  IS.  8.  James  Adger,  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  enjoining  vigilance  in  view  of  the  reported  presence  of  the  steamer 
Nashville. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  28,  1862. 
SiE:  As  the  James  Adger  will  return  to  this  port,  you  will  be  left  in 
charge  of  the  blockade  ott'  Charleston,  and  I  rely  on  your  zeal  and 
energy,  as  exhibited  ou  previous  occasions,  to  keep  up  the  strictest 
watch. 

I  have  information  that  the  Nashville  is  again  off  our  coast,  loaded 
with  arms.  She  was  chased  by  the  Bantiago  de  Gvba,  but  ran  away 
from  her.  Commander  Kidgely  succeeded,  however,  in  capturing  the 
Flln  Warley  (Isabel)  and  brought  her  this  morning  into  this  port.  The 
Nashville  will  probably  attempt  either  Charleston  or  Georgetown. 

I  had  intended  to  visit  Charleston  myself  in  the  8iosquehanna  to- 
morrow, but  she  has  been  ordered  to  Hampton  Roads. 
Use  all  vigilance,  and  1  will  send  you  more  vessels  as  soon  as  I  can. 
L'espectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer. 
Commander  E.  G.  Paerott, 

U.  8,  8.  Augusta,  off  Charleston. 


Report  of  Commander   Marchand,    U.   8.  Navy,  regarding   affairs   off 

Charleston,  8.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off'  Charleston,  8.  C,  April  28, 1862. 
SiE:  This  morning,  at  2  o'clock,  a  boat  came  alongside  of  the  Bien- 
ville, containing  (ifteen   negroes,  who  represented  that  they  escaped 
from  Charleston  about  f)  o'clock  last  night. 

One  of  the  contrabands  has  been  in  the  employment  of  General  Rip- 
ley, conmiander  in  chief  here,  and  rejjorts  conversatioTi  overheard  be- 
tween this  general  and  other  otticeiw,  evincing  much  despondency  as 
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to  the  success  of  tlie  Soutlieru  arms,  such  as  "  Two  more  battles  are 
only  necessary  to  destroy  us."  "They  have  sent  me  here,  and  as  soon  as 
the  forts  are  taken  I  will  surrender  the  city  without  burning,"  etc.  He 
further  reports  that  Stono  Eiver  and  Wappoo  Creek,  connecting  it 
with  Charleston,  is  defended  by  eight  batteries,  one  of  which  has  16 
guns  and  another  24  guns,  and  about  500  torpedoes  sunk  in  the  channel. 

From  his  statement,  the  number  of  soldiers  hiis  been  diminished  in 
the  forts  and  at  the  batteries,  and  that  all  other  troops  have,  within 
the  last  two  weeks,  been  sent  to  Virginia,  etc. 

Another  of  the  contrabands  has  for  many  years  been  in  pilot  boats, 
and  says  that  no  vessels  attempt  to  enter  or  leave  except  by  Maflitt's 
(Mianuel  and  pass  north  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  close  along  the  land. 
He  reports  that  but  one  sailing  vessel,  a  schooner,  succeeded  in  getting 
in  for  along  time,  and  that  about  six  weeks  ago.  But  I  regret  to  have 
to  report  that  he  said  the  scjrew  steamer  Cecile,  of  8  or  9  feet  draft 
of  water,  by  skirting  close  along  shore,  succeeded  in  breaking  the 
blockade  and  running  into  Charleston  befoie  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  25th  or  26th  instant. 

The  Focahoiiia.s  is  nightly  at  anchor  between  Itattlesnake  Shoal  and 
the  entrance  to  Mafiitt's  Channel,  having  a  boat,  when  the  weather  ])er- 
mits,  on  the  lookout  between  her  and  the  shore.  Since  obtaining  the 
information  from  the  contraband  the  Pocahontas  has  taken  a  berth 
about  4,000  yards  from  the  battery,  at  east  end  of  Sullivan's  Island. 

The  bark  Restless  and  steamers  Bienville  and  Huron  anchor  and  cruise 
at  night  to  the  N.  E.  of  Rattlesnake  Shoal,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the 
sfjuadron  occupies  position  in  front  of  Charleston,  oft'  Sttmo  Inlet  and 
Bull's  Bay.    • 

The  Huron,  by  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Downes, 
requires  repairs  to  her  engines,  etc.,  but  have  referred  the  letter  for  yonr 
decision. 

Her  coal  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  I  authorized  her  being  sui)plied 
from  the  Bienville. 

This  ship  has  already  been  furnished  with  coal  from  the  Alabama  and 
Augusta  and  to-morrow  will  procure  15  tons  from  the  Bienville. 

Reports  of  vessels  captured  and  chased  asliore  in  the  breakers  have 
been  forwarded  as  they  occurred. 

Herewith  1  forward  a  statement  from  Commander  Mullauy  of  infor- 
mation he  obtained  from  one  of  the  contrabands,  also  a  statement  from 
another  of  the  same  party,  given  on  board  this  ship. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J .  B.  Mabchand, 

Commander. 

Flag-Oflicer  S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Statement  made  by  a  contraband  regarding  the  condition  of  the  defenses  of 

Charleston,  8.  G. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  28,  1862. 
Statement  made  by  Allen  Davis,  one  of  the  contrabands  who  came 
to  the  Bienville  this  morning  from  Charleston,  in  relation  to  the  defenses 
of  Charleston : 

At  Dewees  Inlet,  9  miles  to  the  N.  E.  of  Charlcstitn  Harbor  entrance, 
there  are  6^  feet  water  at  the  liighest  tide,  but  no  defenses  of  any  kind. 
N  W  R — VOL  12 50 
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The  next  opening  is  Breiieb  Inlet,  at  the  eiist  end  of  Snliivan's  Island, 
defended  by  a  battery  of  4  guns,  ;W  pounders,  smoothbore.  Between 
ihe  inlet  and  Fort  Moultrie  are  two  batteries  of  2  or  3  guns.  Three- 
(juarters  of  a  mile  east  of  Moultrie  House,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  an 
intrenclmient  has  been  cast  up,  extending  across  tlie  island,  armed  with 
guns  taken  from  Oumiuiug's  Point  and  the  floating  battery  inside  of 
Charleston  Harbor. 

Piles  have  been  driven  inside  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  to  compel 
vesselsto  pass  near  Fort  Johnson.  An  additional  fort  is  being  built  on 
the  "  middle  ground  "  inside  of  the  harbor. 

One  battery  at  Light- House  Inlet  protects  that  place  with  4  guns. 

Three  batteries  command  Stono  Inlet,  u)ountiug,  respectively,  24,  16, 
and  <i  guns. 

About  6  miles  farther  up  Stono  River  is  another  battery,  mounting 
8  guns. 

In  Wappoo  Creek,  connecting  Stono  River  with  Charleston,  are  8 
batteries,  having  from  4  to  (J  guns  each. 

About  500  torpedoes  are  sunk  in  Stono  River  and  200  in  Ashley  River. 

The  road  from  Stono  River  to  Charleston  passes  over  8  bridges,  each 
of  which  is  mined,  and  by  lines  led  to  a  long  distance  can  be  blown  up. 
An  intrenchment  and  camp  exist  at  the  race  ground,  3  miles  from 
Charleston,  but  defended  only  by  muskets. 

There  are  800  on  Sullivan's  Island,  COO  at  Fort  Johnson,  IGO  at  Castle 
Piuckney,  500  at  Fort  Sumter,  and  between  1,500  and  1,000  men  to 
defend  the  batteries  at  Stono  River,  Wappoo  Creek,  and  the  race 
ground,  encampment. 

Two  small  flatboats,  with  2  guns  each,  and  the  little  steamer  Lady 
Davis,  also  with  2  guns,  occupy  the  creek  inside  of  Morris  Island,  as 
no  defenses  remain  on  the  island. 

In  relation  to  the  blockade: 

All  vessels  attempting  to  break  the  blockade  pass  MaflBtt's  Channel, 
close  along  the  north  shore,  keeping  in  very  shoal  water  and  at  the  edge 
of  the  breakers ;  lights  on  tlie  forts  guide  them.  They  neither  approach 
nor  leave  the  land  till  passing  Dewees  Inlet,  that  they  may  escape  by 
being  concealed  by  the  trees  or  run  ashore  if  chased.  Vessels  approach- 
ing make  the  land  by  Dewees  Inlet,  which  is  conspicuous,  or,  if  possi- 
bl(%  [Cape]  Romain  light-house,  from  whence  they  are  enabled  to  take 
a  departure  after  night. 

Two  s]iii)s,  the  Mackinaw  and  Ravenel;  three  brigs,  the  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  Prince  Albert,  and  Prince  of  Wales,  are  in  Charleston,  together 
with  five  schooners. 

The  steamer  South  Carolina  is  loaded  and  ready  any  night  to  run  out. 

The  screw  steamer  Gecile,  from  Nassau,  drawing  from  8  to  9  feet 
water,  ran  into  Charleston  on  Friday  or  Saturday  morning. 

But  one  schooner,  and  that  about  six  weeks  ago,  succeeded  in  run- 
ning in. 

It  is  not  intended  that  the  schooner  running  out,  loaded,  should 
return  here,  but  go  elsewhere,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  running 
the  blockade;  but  steamers  are  tlie  only  vessels  depended  upon. 

Two  wooden  gunboats  are  being  built  in  Charleston.  One  of  them 
has  her  frame  partly  up.  The  other,  generally  called  the  "  Ladies^  Boat,^^ 
from  the  fact  of  being  built  by  their  contributions,  had  her  keel  laid  a 
week  or  ten  days  ago,  neither  of  them  being  intended  to  be  ironclad,  as 
it  can  not  be  obtained. 

There  is  no  ironclad  boat  building  in  Charleston.  Six  steamers  are 
nightly  expected  at  Charleston,  the  pilots  for  which  are  at  Nassau  and 
Bermuda. 
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Report  of  Oommander  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy,  (jiving  information  received 
from  a  party  of  contrabands  from  Charleston,  S.  G. 

^ 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Charleston,  8.  C,  April  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Fifteen  contrabands  came  off  to  this  ship  at  2  o'clock  this 
morning. 

They  state  that  they  left  Charleston  yesterday  at  9:30  p.  m.,  and 
that  the  boat  used  belonged  to  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the 
rebel  army. 

I  obtained  the  following  information  in  reply  to  questions  jmt  to  one 
of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  party,  named  Gabriel: 

The  enemy  are  putting  up  "rat  holes"  [port  shutters]  in  the  case- 
mates to  keep  out  shells.    What  this  means  I  do  not  know. 

The  batteries  about  the  harbor  and  city  are  as  follows:  Forts  Moul- 
trie, Sumter,  Johnson,  battery  at  Wappoo  Creek,  Castle  Pinckney,  and 
a  new  fort  in  the  "  middle  ground,"  not  armed. 

Two  gunboats  are  building;  their  keels  have  just  been  laid,  one  at 
the  yard  of  Mr.  Jones  and  the  other  at  that  of  Mr.  Knox.  There  are 
also  tow  gunboats  in  the  harbor  that  have  no  steam  power,  but  depend 
on  being  towed,  but  there  are  no  ironclad  boats  in  the  harbor. 

But  very  few  soldiers  are  now  in  the  city.  Troops  have  to  be  drawn 
from  the  forts  daily  for  sentinel  duty. 

Three  railroad  trains  left  with  troops  last  week,  said  to  have  been  for 
Virginia,  but  were  captured. 

There  is  a  battery  of  liglit  guns  some  distance  up  Wappoo  Creek, 
which  is  the  only  one  near  or  around  the  city. 

At  Stono  Inlet  there  are  batteries  at  the  en  trance  and  one  up  the 
river.  There  are  two  ships,  a  brig,  and  a  steamer  waiting  to  run  the 
blockade,  the  ships,  The  John  Randolph  and  Mackinaw,  for  Liverpool, 
and  the  steamer,  South  Carolina,  for  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

The  steamer  Cecile  ran  in  night  before  last,  and  the  Nashville  and 
Ulla  ^yarlcy  and  others  are  expected  daily. 

The  vessels  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade  sight  the  land  and 
squadron  Just  before  dark.  After  dark  they  run  close  into  the  land 
well  to  the  eastward,  and  toward  daylight  feel  their  way  in  through 
the  Beach  or  Maffitt's  Channel,  kee]>ing  the  land  close  aboard,  and 
passing  inside  of  Rattlesnake  Shoals.  This  is  the  only  channel  used 
by  vessels  running  the  blockade. 

The  battery  at  Breach  Inlet  is  called  Fort  Beauregard  [Marshall], 
and  mounts  a  few  32-pounders. 

Gabriel  estimates  the  force  at  Charleston  as  follows:  Sumter,  500; 
Pinckney,  200;  Beauregard,  300;  Wappoo  Creek,  400;  and  Stono 
Inlet,  1,000. 

He  says  the  city  will  be  given  up  in  case  the  forts  are  captured. 

Gabriel  has  been  a  hand  on  board  a  jjilot  boat  for  twelve  years,  is 
intelligent,  and  appears  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  channels 
leading  into  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  I  understand  there  are  other 
nren  among  the  party  equally  well  acquainted  with  the  channel  and 
harbor. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commandsr. 

Commander  J.  B.  Maeohand,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  8.  8.  James  Adger,  Senior  Officer  Present,  off  Charleston,  8.  C. 
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Order  of  Flmi- Officer  Thi  Pont,  U.  S.  Xavy,  lo  TAcntenout  I'attison,  XL  S. 
Navji,  eommandino  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  to  proceed  to  dutij  at  Wamtaw  Inlet, 
Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  V.,  April  30,  1862. 
Sm:  You  will  please  proceed  when  ready  for  sea  with  the  Sumpter 
nnder  your  command   to  Wassaw   Iiilef,  and  report  to   Commander 
S.  W.  Godon,  of  the  Mohican,  for  blockading  duty. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Oomiuanding  Pattison, 

U.  8.  8.  8umpter,  Port  Royal. 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough, 
U.  8.  Nary,  rirging  vigilance  in  maintaining  an  efficient  blockade  of  St. 
Simon's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Fla&ship  Wahash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  39,  1863. 
Sir:  1  send  you  the  Uncus,  Acting  Master  L.  G.  Crane,  for  blockad- 
ing service. 

I  think  with  four  vessels  you  will  be  enabled  to  keep  some  moving 
in  ditierent  directions.  I  would  send  two  to  make  a  full  reconnoissance 
to  ascertain  the  exact  condition  of  things  in  the  sounds  and  rivers 

1  perceive,  by  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Comiiiandiug  Watmough  to 
Commander  Lanier,  that  St.  ('atlierine's  and  Sapelo  otier  f-iir  opportu- 
nities for  light  draft  vessels  to  enter. 

You  must  do  all  in  your  i)0\vei'  to  guard  all  accessible  jioints,  for, 
with  the  more  stringent  blockades  elsewhere,  every  attempt  will  be 
made  to  find  weak  points,  as  they  (the  rebels)  are  becoming  quite  des- 
perate. 

I  send  you  a  small  coal  schooner  with  137  tons  of  coal.     Please  have 
it  distributed  in  the  several  vessels,  and,  endorsing  the  return  papers, 
send  her  home  direct  unless  you  could  load  her  with  the  railroad  iron 
without  too  much  labor  and  at  a  reasonuble  freigiit. 
Resi)ectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  8.  8.  Florida,  St.  Simon^s. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  l)u  Pont,  U.  8  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Crane, 
U.  S.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Uncas,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
in  the  inland  tcaters  of  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  Afril  3<),  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  TJncas  under  your  command 
to  St.  Simon's  and  report  to  Commander  J.  R.  Goldsborough,  of  the 
Florida,  for  blockading  duty  in  the  inland  waters  of  Georgia. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du   I'ONT, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  L.  G.  Crane, 

U.  8.  8.  Uncas,  Port  Royal. 
P.  S. — Enclosed  are  squadron  impeis  for  your  consideration. 

S.  V.  Du  P. 
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Expedition  of  the  U.  S.  8,  Crusader,  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commandina,  up  the  South  Udittto  River  to  QrimbalVs  plantation. 
South  Carolina,  April  39,  1862. 

Report  of  Flag-Oflicer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flag-ship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  another  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Rhiud,  of  tbe  Crusader,  giving  the  particulars  of  an  expedi- 
tion on  tbe  liOth  ultimo  with  tbe  Hale  to  capture  a  battery  on  Grimball's 
plantation,  near  tbe  junction  of  tbe  Dawbo,  Paw  Paw,  and  South 
Edisto  rivers.  The  enemy  opened  on  the  Hale  when  within  1,800  yards 
and  continued  their  lire  as  she  winded  her  way  to  engage  them  at  close 
quarters,  but  when  tbe  Hale  reached  the  last  bend  and  was  making  a 
straight  course  for  tbe  battery,  the  i  ebels  fled  in  haste.  Lieutenant 
Gillis  landed  with  a  iDarty  of  20  men  to  destroy  it.  Tbe  work  was 
about  350  yards  from  the  river  bank ;  mounted  two  fine,  long  24-pound - 
ers  on  excellent  field  carriages ;  one  of  the  guns,  so  rapid  was  the  flight 
of  tbe  1  ebels,  loaded  and  primed. 

Owing  to  the  marshy  character  of  the  ground  between  the  battery 
and  the  river,  the  guns  could  not  be  removed,  but  Lieutenant  Gillis 
discharged  the  one  loaded  against  tbe  other,  knocked  ofl'  the  cascabel, 
and  took  a  large  piece  out  of  tbe  breech.  Both  were  then  spiked  with 
rat-tail  files,  and  a  large  fire  was  made  under  them  of  the  carriages, 
lumber,  etCj  The  ammunition  left  was  brought  away.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Rhind  next  attempted  to  ascend  the  Paw  Paw  [Pon  Pon] 
Eiver,  but,  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  tbe  pilot,  grounded.  After  get- 
ting ott'  he  retraced  bis  steps,  endeavoring  to  pass  through  South 
Edisto  Eiver,  but  finding  the  pilot  knew  nothing  of  tbe  channel,  gave 
that  up,  determined  to  return  by  tbe  Dawbo  to  North  Edisto. 

Expecting  an  ambuscade  at  a  point  near  Slann's  Blutf,  he  made  the 
proper  disposition  to  receive  the  close  fire  of  tbe  eiieiny.  He  reached 
the  point  about  8  in  the  evening,  and,  as  anticii)ated,  was  saluted  by  a 
heavy  fire  of  fieldpieces  and  mnsketry.  The  men  on  the  Hale  were 
kept  under  cover  till  the  enemy  had  delivei'ed  their  fire,  when  they 
replied  with  grajie,  canister,  and  shell.  Tbe  point  was  soon  passed  and 
the  Hale  returned  to  her  anchorage  without  having  had  a  man  injured. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Kbind  commends  the  officers  and  men,  and 
particularly  Lieutenant  Gillis,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  Hale, 
who  managed  his  vessel  well  in  the  very  narrow  and  crooked  stream  ot 
the  Dawho. 

As  the  Department  is  aware  what  a  small  vessel  and  how  lightly 
armed  tbe  Hale  is,  it  will  appreciate  this  spirited  affair  of  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Phind.  I  have  given  him  my  commendation,  and  will 
add  that  his  manner  of  holding  the  waters  of  North  Edisto  for  several 
months  has  been  most  satisfactory  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag  Officer,  Commandinq  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Eeport  of  Lieutenant  Khind,  IT.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report. 

U.  S.  S.  Ceusadee, 
North  Edisio  River,  April  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  somewhat  detailed  report  of  an  expedition  on  the 
Ecde  up  the  Dawlio  River,  also  an  application  of  Lieutenant  Gillis  for 
another  officer.  At  the  request  of  Lieutenant  G-.,  I  received  Mr.  Cleverly 
on  board  this  vessel  temporarily  for  medical  treatment,  transferring  one 
of  our  master's  mates  for  teuiporary  duty  on  board  the  Hale.  I  can  ill 
spare  the  services  of  an  officer,  now  having  one  disabled  with  wounds. 
1  have  heard  that  the  Hale  was  not  considered  a  lieutenant's  command. 
1  beg  leave  to  say  that  under  Lieutenant  Gillis  the  vessel  seems  to  be 
attaining  an  eflficiency  that  I  understand  she  did  not  formerly  possess. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  other  vessel  in  the  squadron  except,  perhaps, 
the  Ellen,  that  can  be  taken  easily  through  the  Dawho,  so  crooked  and 
narrow  is  that  stream.  The  Hale  is  very  manageable,  but  unfortunately 
very  vulnerable,  the  greater  part  of  her  machinery  and  even  part  of  her 
boiler  much  exposed.  The  Parrott  gun  on  her  forecastle  disappointed 
us  in  its  performance  both  for  range  and  accuracy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  0.  Ehind, 
lAeutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DxJ  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Defailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Ehind,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Crusader. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Ceusadee, 
North  Edisto  River,  April  30,  1862. 

SiE:  At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  I  started  in  the  U.  S.  S. 
E.  B.  Hale,  Lieutenant  Commanding  James  H.  Gillis,  to  destroy  a  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy  on  the  Dawho  River.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Breintnall,  Master's  Mate  Henry  Parsons,  and  2i!  men,  with  the  flat  and 
howitzer  of  the  Crii.uider,  were  added  to  the  force  of  the  Hale. 

On  coming  in  siglit  of  Grimball's  plantation,  near  the  junction  of  t'.ie 
Dawho,  Paw  Paw  [Pon  Pon],  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  the  buttery  was 
discovered. 

The  enemy  opened  (ire  on  us  at  a  turn  in  the  river,  distant  about 
1,800  yards  from  the  battery,  and  continued  his  Are  at  the  various 
points  in  the  bends  where  advantageous  opportunities  were  afforded. 
One  long  reach  we  had  to  make  under  a  raking  lire,  but  our  shell  had 
been  planted  so  eflectively  by  Lieutenant  Gillis,  who  sighted  most  of 
the  guns  liimself,  that  by  the  time  we  reached  the  last  bend  and  were 
making  a  straight  course  for  the  battery,  the  lookout  reported  the  enemy 
deserting  it  in  haste. 

We  then  threw  a  few  shells  into  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  work, 
ran  the  Hale  alongside  the  bank  abreast  of  it,  and  landed  a  party  of 
about  20  men  under  Lieutenant  Gillis  to  destroy  it. 

The  work  was  found  to  be  about  350  to  400  yards  from  the  banks, 
mounting  two  tine  long  24  ponndeis  on  excellent  field  carriages. 
Lieutenant  Gillis  found  one  of  the  guns  loaded  and  primed,  and  turning 
it  upon  the  other,  knocked  off  the  cascabel  and  took  a  large  piece  out 
of  the  breech ;  both  were  then  spiked  witli  a  rat-tail  file,  a  good  fire 
made  under  them,  of  the  carriages,  limbers,  etc.,  the  powder  left  in  the 
magazine  brought  away,  and  every  effort  made  to  render  the  guns 
unfit  for  use  tliat  our  meairs  afforded. 
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I  landed  shortly  after,  and  found  tlie  fire  well  at  work  on  the  guns  and 
platforms.    It  continued  to  burn  during  the  whole  day. 

Having  finished  our  labors  at  this  point  we  started  about  11  a.  m.  to 
go  up  the  Paw  Paw  [Pon  Pon]  River  to  capture  or  destroy  a  small 
schooner  at  the  wharf  of  Morris's  rice  mill,  but  owing  to  the  ignorance 
of  the  pilot  got  hard  aground  about  a  mile  up  the  river. 

We  remained  in  that  position,  unable  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  on  either 
side  until  about  5  p.  m. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  object 
to  detain  us  during  the  night,  we  reluctantly  gave  up  that  portion  of 
the  expedition  and  started  at  .5:30  to  return,  intending  to  go  round  by 
the  South  Edisto  Kiver. 

After  proceeding  a  short  distance  through  that  stream  I  found  the 
pilot  ignorant  of  the  channel,  and  turned  the  Hale  back  to  the  Dawho 
to  run  the  gantlet  of  an  ambuscade  that  we  well  knew  would  be  pre- 
pared for  us  at  a  favorable  point  near  Slann's  Bluff'. 

We  reached  that  on  our  return  about  8  p.  m.,  and  had  made  proper 
disposition  to  receive  the  close  tire  of  the  enemy  there.  As  we  antici- 
pated, when  close  abreast  the  place  in  the  narrow  river,  they  opened  on 
us  a  heavy  fire  of  fieldpieces  and  musketry.  Our  men  were  kept  under 
cover  till  their  fire  was  delivered,  when,  manning  our  guns,  we  gave 
them  iu  return  some  grai)e,  canister,  and  shells. 

The  point  was  soon  passed,  and  we  eame  out  into  the  North  Edisto 
River  about  9  p.  m.  without  having  a  single  man  hurt. 

During  the  engagement  with  the  battery  the  Hrile  went  through  a 
very  close  ^re,  but  one  shot  striking  her,  however,  and  that  a  glancing 
shot  on  tlie  port  bow,  doing  no  damage. 

While  under  fire  on  our  return  one  of  the  guns  (32-pounder)  was 
struck  in  the  muzzle  by  a  solid  shot  from  a  field])iece,  knocking  out  a 
piece  and  cracking  the  muzzle  badly  for  some  distance.  I  fear  the  gun 
is  rendered  compaiatively  u.seless. 

Canister  and  rifle  balls  struck  her  in  various  i)laces,  but  no  damage 
was  sustained.    The  Hale  was  well  handled  in  that  very  narrow  and 
crooked  stream  by  Lieutenant  Gillis  and  his  able  executive  officer,  Mr. 
Bullis.    Officers  and  men  all  did  their  duty. 
Very  resj)ectfully, 

A.  C.  RniND, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

riag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Commanding  South  A  thintic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting 
letter  of  commendation  from  the  Department. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Koyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  28,  1802. 
Sir:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  enclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  the  Department  referring  to  your  bold  and  successful  capture  of 
the  rebel  battery  on  the  Dawho. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  Lieutenant  Gillis  and  the  officers 
and  men  who  were  under  yonr  command. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  C.  Rhind, 

I'.  S.  iS'.  Cri'Hiider,  North  Bdisto. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  May  10^  1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  in  another  comiiiuiiication  has  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  enclosing  the  interesting 
report  of  Lieutenant  Oonimauding  A.  0.  Rhind,  of  the  Crusader,  of  an 
expedition  on  the  j!!Jth  ultimo  with  the  K.  B.  Hale,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing James  H.  Gillis,  to  capture  a  rebel  batteiy  near  the  junction  of  the 
Dawho,  Paw  Paw  [Pen  PonJ,  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  but  the  bold 
ness  of  the  movement  and  the  success  that  attended  it  deserve  special 
notice  and  commendation. 

You  will  therefore  please  communicate  to  Lieutenants  Commanding 
Ehiud  and  Gillis,  and  the  officers  and  men  wlio  were  uudei  their  com- 
mand on  the  occasion  referred  to,  the  Department's  appreciation  of  their 
gallantry  and  services. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag -officer  a  commanding  blockading 
squadrons,  regarding  the  selection  of  commanding  officers  for  vessels 
fitting  out  at  naval  stations. 

Navy  Department,  May  1,  1862. 

Sir:  Applications  are  constantly  received  from  the  masters'  mates 
in  the  squadron  under  your  command  for  appointment  as  acting 
masters. 

The  Department,  desiring  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  such  of  these  offi- 
cers as  have  merited  promotion  and  have  tlie  necessary  qualifications, 
has  already  directed  you  to  appoint  them  to  fill  vacancies. 

But  as  these  are  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence,  you  will  select  such 
of  the  most  deserving  among  tliem  as  can  be  sjjared,  and  direct  them 
to  proceed  north  by  the  earliest  public  conveyance,  and  to  rejjort  upon 
their  arrival  to  the  Department  and  await  its  orders.  It  is  designed  to 
assign  them  as  acting  masters  to  the  vessels  now  fitting  out  at  the  dif- 
ferent naval  stations. 

The  places  of  the  master's  mates  thus  withdrawn  from  duty  in  your 
squadron  may  be  tilled,  as  before  directed,  from  the  crews  of  the  diflerent 
ships,  or  if  there  are  none  worthy,  they  can  be  sent  out  in  the  supply 
vessels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  Samuel  F.  Du  Pont. 
Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farragut. 
Mag  Officer  William  W.  MoKean. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  prizes  captured 
and  the  disposition  of  their  cargoes. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
I'ort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  1,  1862. 
Sir:  In  previous  dispatches  1  informed  the  Department  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  schooner  Arrow,  by  the  Bienville,  on  tlie  2r)th  February 
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last,  and  also  that  of  the  schooners  Julia  Worden  and  Lydia  and  Mary, 
bj'  the  Restless,  on  the  27th  and  29tli  March,  that  these  vessels  had 
been  condemned  by  a  board  of  officers,  whose  rejwrts  were  also  for- 
warded. 

I  have  transshipped  their  cargoes  to  the  brijj  Ullcn  P.  Stewart,  A.  H. 
Cain,  master,  bound  to  Philadelphia,  consigned  to  the  II.  S.  district 
Jndge,  as  per  bills  of  lading  herewith  enclosed. 

There  is  al.so  on  board  10  bales  of  cotton  and  7^  barrels  of  resin,  con- 
signed to  the  U.  S.  navy  agent,  Philadelphia,  to  await  tlic  disposition 
of  the  (lovernraent,  bill  of  lading  enclosed.  This  cotton  and  resin  were 
found  on  board  a  small  schooner  called  tlie  Mar/uet,  which  was  taken  at 
Pernandiua  on  our  occupation  of  those  waters.  The  cai)tain  had 
deserted  her  and  the  crew,  two  Englishmen,  have  been  sent  north. 
Tiie  vessel  is  unfit  to  send  north,  and  not  being  coppered,  will  soon  be 
destroyed  by  the  worms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  I)u  Pont, 
Flay-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  BlocTcadinfi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels,  V.  S.  Wavy,  commanding 
U.  S.  ship  Onward,  regarding  the  destruction  of  ihe  schooner  Sarah, 
May  1,  1862. 

U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 
BulVs  Bay,  South  Carolina,  May  J,  is<i2. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  we  discovered  a 
schooner,  bearing  N.  N.  E.  from  us  about  5  niiles,  at  anciior,  ajjparently 
waiting  for  dayliglit  to  run  into  Hull's  P.ay.  1  imiiiediately  sent  Acting 
Ma.-^ter  Sleej)er  in  ch.irge  of  the  launch  to  caiJtiuc  lier.  On  discovering 
our  launch,  and  not  being  able  (as  the  wind  wns  liglit  from  the  S.  E.) 
to  get  out  of  the  bay,  she  tripped  lier  anchor  and  ran  ashore,  where 
they  set  Are  to  her,  the  launch  about  2  miles  from  her.  Mr.  Sleeper 
went  alongside  of  her,  but  finding  it  too  late  to  extinguish  the  flames, 
and  discovering  the  crew  on  the  beach,  he  made  for  tlieni,  hut  they 
escaped  in  tlieir  boat  to  the  mainland,  leaving  l)ehind  them  in  their 
haste  .•<oine  of  their  clothing  and  a  quantity  of  i)rints  and  delaines  in  a 
damaged  condition. 

The  schooner  is  entirely  burned  up,  having  burned  very  rapidly, 
owing  to  some  very  combustible  matter  in  her  cargo. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  Acting  Master  Sleeper's  report  for 
further  particulars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F,  Nickels, 
Vohmteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 

Oommander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta,  off  Charleston 

[Enclosure.] 

Off  Bull's  Island, 
Thursday,  May  1,  lf^r>2. 

In  pursuance  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  in  the  launch  to  the  strange 
schooner  bearing  iST.  N.  E.  by  eompas.^.     Shortly  after  leaving  the  ship 
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I  perceived  that  they  had  run  her  ashore,  and  wheu  withiu  about  2 
miles  of  her  discovered  that  they  had  set  her  on  fire  and  abandoned, 
and  were  then  on  the  beach.  On  my  nearei>approach  they  fled  in  great 
haste  in  their  boat  toward  the  mainland,  leaving  sundry  articles  on  the 
beach,  a  portion  of  which  I  brought  on  board  in  a  comparatively  worth- 
less state. 

She  is  a  schooner,  about  100  tons,  and  called  the  Sarah,  of  and  hail- 
ing from  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

When  I  left  her  she  was  on  fire  fore  and  aft  and  burning  fast,  appar- 
ently loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Henky  J.  Sleeper, 
Acting  Master  U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 
J.  F.  Nickels, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Ontvard. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  ]>oiones,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron, 

regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Albert,  oif  Charleston,  S.  C,  May 

],'l86S. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Huron, 

Off  Charleston,  May  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  seized  the  &(i\\oouei  Albert, 
late  Irene,  of  New  Jersey,  under  English  colors,  ott'  this  place,  upon 
suspidion  of  an  intention  to  violate  the  blockade,  on  the  1st  instant,  at 
4  p.  m. 

When  first  descried  she  was  about  12  miles  distant  from  the  land, 
under  easy  sail  (foresail),  headlTig  about  N.  N.  W.,  or  in  for  land  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  Bull's  Bay,  and  in  fact  did  not  make  any  material  change 
in  her  course  until  we  hove  her  to. 

She  was  without  a  manifest  or  crew  list,  and  the  bills  of  lading  did 
not,  so  far  as  we  could  ascertain,  give  the  true  nature  of  the  cargo;  as 
we  found  boxes  of  knitting  needles  and  cotton  cards  not  mentioned 
tberein.  One  of  the  bills  of  lading  handed  to  me  among  the  papers 
contained  one  item  of  01  boxes  of  merchandise,  of  the  contents  of  which 
I  could  obtain  no  account,  but  from  the  description  I  received  of  their 
form  and  dimensions,  being  about  5  feet  long  by  2|  wide,  I  judge  them 
to  contain  muskets,  but  they  being  stowed  beneath  all  lihe  cargo,  I 
could  not  satisfy  myself  on  the  point  by  opening  them. 

The  register  was  a  new  one,  taken  out  on  the  Itth  ultimo  at  Nassau, 
from  which  place  she  last  sailed,  clearing  for  New  York,  and  contained 
no  mention  of  change  of  owners  or  nationality,  though  she  is  mentioned 
therein  as  being  "foreign  built,"  late  Irene,  of  New  Jersey,  and  those 
on  board  of  her  when  seized,  stated  the  change  of  nationality  as  the 
cause  for  taking  out  her  new  register,  and  that  she  changed  her  name 
with  her  nationality,  and  yet  I  find  that  when  slie  cleared  from  Matan- 
zas,  Cuba,  for  New  York,  via  Nassau,  which  she  did  about  a  fortnight 
previously,  it  was  under  the  name  of  Albert,  of  English  nationality. 

The  captain  gave  as  a  reason  for  being  found  in  such  close  proximity 
to  this  place,  under  short  sail,  and  beading  such  a  course,  that  "he 
was  running  in  for  smooth  water  to  set  up  his  rigging,"  though  I  could 
not  i)erceive  that  it  required  it,  and  as  the  rigging  was  old  it  certainly 
seems  strange  that  he  should  have  left  port  with  it  too  slack  to  make 
the  proposed  voyage. 
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The  cargo  purported  to  coTisist  of  coffee,  sugar,  salt,  dried  fruit, 
oranges  and  lemons,  bananas,  maraschino,  drugs,  soap,  beef,  cigars, 
sponges,  and  61  boxes  of  merchandise. 

Her  crew  consisted  of  the  captain,  mate,  and  five  hands,  and  she  had 
two  Spaniards  on  board,  who  purported  to  be  passengers  for  Spain, 
via  New  York,  though  I  suspect  them  to  be  the  true  owners  of  the 
cargo. 

•  As  I  could  supply  her  with  but  a  weak  prize  crew,  I  sent  home  in  her 
only  the  captaiTi  and  steward  as  witnesses.  The  others  I  have  on  board 
the  Huron  and  seek  a  passage  to  New  York  for  them. 

Early  on  the  morning  following  the  seizure  I  dispatched  her  to  New 
York  with  a  prize  crew  of  four  men,  under  charge  of  Master's  Mate 
Joseph  M.  Blake,  and  this  detachment  leaves  me  10  men  short  of  my 
complement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Downes, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Pa.rrott,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
transmitting  reports  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Flash,  off 
Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina,  May  2,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  May  10,  1862. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  two  reports  from  Acting  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Nickels,  of  the  Omrard.  One  gives  an  account  of  the 
capture  by  the  boats  of  the  Onward  of  the  master,  crew,  and  papers  of 
the  schooner  Flash,  of  Nassau,  previously  reported  to  you  as  having 
been  sent  to  New  York  by  the  Restless. 

The  other  describes  the  persevering  but  unsuccessful  efforts  of  the 
lieutenant  commanding,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  Onward  to  save  and 
get  afloat  the  schooner  Chase,  of  Nassau,  also  previously  reported  as 
having  been  run  on  shore  by  the  Huron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nickels,  it  appears,  maintains  his  reputation 
for  zeal  and  energy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Paerott, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  BlocTcading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Ship  Onward, 
BnlVs  Bay,  S.  C,  May  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  This  morning  I  discovered  a  schooner  ashore  toward  the  south- 
ern end  of  Bull's  Island.  I  immediately  sent  the  gig  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master's  Mate  Bunting,  who,  on  rounding  the  point,  discovered 
the  boat  of  the  schooner  containing  the  crew,  which  he  succeeded  in 
capturing.  The  boat  contained  the  captain  and  seven  men,  all  of 
wlioni  I  now  have  in  charge,  together  witli  the  ship's  papers,  of  the 
schooner  Flash  of  Nassau.  Before  I  could  send  my  boats  to  the 
schooner  again  I  discovered  the  boats  of  the  bark  Restless  approaching 
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the  schooner,  which  they  succeeded  in  getting  off.  I  have  also  to 
state  that  from  information  received  i'roin  the  prisoners  from  tlie 
schooner  Flash,  there  are  still  six  or  seven  more  scliooners  offshore, 
one  of  which  we  saw  captured  to  day  by  the  gunboat  Huron.  There  is 
one  of  the  schooners  (the  Albine)  that  has  a  very  valuable  cargo  on 
board.  Also  they  informed  me  tliat  they  saw  the  steamer  Isabel  tow- 
ing the  steamer  Gecile  a  few  days  ago,  tiie  latter  apparently  injured  in 
some  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Gommandinf/  U.  IS.  Ship  Onward. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Senior  Officer,  Commandin/j  U.  8.  S.  Augusta,  of  Charleston. 

jSTote. — These  vessels  were  i)robably  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  towing 
the  Isabel. 

E.  G.  P. 


U.  S.  Bark  Eestless, 
Off  Caper's  Island,  Near  Charleston,  8.  C,  May  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Navy  Department  that  at 
i;i:30  a.  m.  this  morning,  while  on  blockading  duty  off  Oai)er's  Island, 
near  Charleston,  S.  C,  a  schooner  was  discovered  making  for  Price's 
Inlet.  I  immediately  beat  to  ((Uiirtcrs  and  lired  a  shot  from  our  pivot 
ritle  gun,  which,  as  subsequently  ascertained,  went  through  her  main- 
sail. She  immediately  lowered  all  sails,  and,  it  being  dark  and  misty, 
we  for  the  moment  lost  sight  of  her. 

At  4  a.  m.,  we  got  under Wiiy  and  gave  chase.  So  soon  as  the 
schooner  discovered  us  she  was  run  asliore.  Two  armed  boats  from 
this  vessel  were  sent  alongside,  with  orders  to  get  her  out  or  destroy 
her,  according  to  circumstances.  Ou  boarding,  tlie  schooner  was  found 
abandoned  and  on  Are,  wliicli  was  immediately  extinguished,  and,  she 
being  loaded  with  salt  and  100  hundred  boxes,  and  a  good  vessel,  every 
exertion  has  been  used  to  get  her  off  successfully.  The  boats  were  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  M.  11.  .Johnson  and  A(;tiiig  JIaster's  Mate 
Henry  Eason,  the  latter  having  distiuguislied  himself  in  the  capture 
of  the  nine  schooners  previously  reported  by  Flag-Officer  8.  F.  Du 
Pout. 

No  papers  were  found  on  board,  but  a  log  book,  from  which  it  is 
inferred  that  her  name  was  the  Flash,  from  Nassau,  and  having  found 
English  colors  on  board,  it  is  inferred  that  she  has  been  sailing  under 
an  English  register. 

We  have  reason  to  supi^se  that  she  was  formerly  called  the  C.  K. 
Lavrence.  I  have  sent  her  tor  adjudication  to  the  ])ort  of  New  York 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Charles  Smith. 

Being  short  of  officers  and  men,!  respectfully  rec]  nest  that  Acting 
Master  Charles  Smith,  together  with  the  prize  crew,  may  be  ordered 
to  return  to  this  vessel  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Conroy, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nury. 
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Order  of  Fla<i-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  A'.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Woolsey,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Ellen. 

Flagshiy  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  2, 1803. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  assume  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Ellen,  a  vessel  which  has  been  most  useful  and  efficient  in  this  squad- 
ron, and  now  undergoing  repairs. 

A  copy  of  a  survey  upon  her  will  be  furnished  you,  and  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  give  all  your  attention  to  hastening  these  repairs 
and  report  to  me  when  she  is  ready  for  service. 
EespectfuUy,  etc., 

S.  ¥.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieut-enaut  Commanding  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Z7.  8.  8hip  Vermont. 

P.  S. — You  iire  authorized  to  procure  whatever  mechanical  aid  you 
desire  for  the  repairs  to  the  Ellen. 

a.  F.  Du  p. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flafj-Offioer  Du  Pont,  IT.  8. 
Xaiu/,  transmitting  Confederate  signal  code  captured  on  steamer  Ber- 
muda. 

JSTavt  Depaetment,  May  5,  J/^(i2. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  directions  for  running  the  block- 
ade off  Charleston,  found  on  board  the  steamer  Bermuda.    They  may 
be  of  service  to  vessels  on  that  station. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Oflicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

fEnclosure.] 

Place  the  steamboat  in  a  position  which  will  bring  me  iu  W.  N.  W 
and  burn  a  single  blue  light. 

A  bhie  light  with  a  white  light  above  it  will  signify:  The  chances 
are  bad  for  getting  in  Maffitt's  Channel;  try  Ship  Channel  to-morrow 
night  at  high  water. 

A  blue  light  with  a  white  light  to  the  south  of  it  will  signify:  The 
chances  are  bad  for  your  getting  iu  here  at  present. 

A  blue  light  with  a  white  light  to  the  north  of  it  will  signify:  Try 
Pumpkin  Hill  Channel  to-morrow  night  at  high  water. 

A  single  red  light  will  signify:  Steer  in  for  us. 

A  red  light  with  a  white  light  above  it  will  signify:  Go  to  Bermuda 
and  await  orders  from  your  owners. 

A  red  light  with  a  white  light  below  it  will  signify:  Steer  in  W.  S.  W. 
(west  southwest). 

A  red  light  with  a  white  light  to  the  north  of  it  will  signify:  Steer 
in  W.  by  S.  (west  by  south). 

A  red  light  with  a  white  light  to  the  south  of  it  will  signify:  Steer 
in  west. 

Two  red  lights,  one  above  the  other,  will  signify:  Steer  in  W.  hy  N. 
(west  by  jiorth). 

Two  red  lights  alongside  of  each  other  will  signify:  [Imperfect.] 

Two  rockets  from  the  boat  will  signify:  We  are  ashore,  all  safe. 

One  rocket  will  signify:  We  are  captured. 
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Report  ol  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Nary,  of  the  arrival  of  the  V.  S.  S. 
Patroon  off  Port  Boyal,  S.  C. 

T^'LAGSHip  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  0,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  ou  Sunday  last,  the 
4th  instant,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Patroon,  Acting  Master  Lelar. 

I  have  previously  reported  the  arrival  of  the  Madgie  and  Albatross. 
The  Kensington  left  for  the  Gulf  some  time  ago.    The  Madgie  is  still 
undergoing  repairs  from  injuries  communicated  in  a  previous  dispatch. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•^        ^  S.  F.  DUPONT, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

p.  s. — Kensington  left  Port  Royal  April  16. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Meriam, 
U.  S.  Navy',  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Madgie,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  6,  1862. 
Sib  :  You  will  please  proceed  witb  the  Madgie  under  your  command 
ofif  Charleston  and  report  to  Oommander  Parrott,  of  the  Augusta,  senior 
officei*  tbdre,  for  blockading  duty. 

Accompanying  tills  you  will  And  a  list  of  squadron  papers.    The  list 
of  suspected  vessels  will  be  furnished  you  by  Oommander  Parrott. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
Acting  Master  F.  \i.  Meriam, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Madgie,  I'orf  Boyal. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Le  Boy,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty 
of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal,  8.  C,  May  6,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Keystone  State  under  your 
cominand  off'  Georgetown,  S.  0.,  communicating  with  the  Albatross, 
Commander  Prentiss.  After  supplying  his  vessel  with  water,  you  will 
])lease  proceed  off  Charleston  and  report  to  tbe  senior  officer  of  the 
blockading  fleet  off  that  place  (Commander  Parrott  at  this  moment)  for 
blockading  duty. 

The  port  most  threatened  with  infractions  of  blockade,  from  the  best 
of  my  information,  is  Charleston,  and  the  fleetness  of  the  Keystone  State 
will  be  an  important  accession  toward  closing  it  effectually. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flng-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Oommander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  Port  Boyal. 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Bit  I'oiit,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Lclar,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  iS.  8.  Patroon,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  St.  John's 
River,  Florida, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  6,  1862. 
Sib:  You  will  proceed  this  afternoon,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Patroon -anAev 
your  command,  to  the  St.  John's  River. 

Ou  approaching  the  bar  you  will  make  the  usual  signals  lor  a  pilot, 
and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen,  or  some  of  the  commanders 
inside,  will  doubless  communicate  with  you. 

You  will  report  for  duty  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen,  of 
the  8eneca,  the  senior  officer  in  the  river. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Dv  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Master  Lelak, 

U.  8.  8.  Patroon,  Port  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Cooper,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Massachusetts,  regarding  distribution  of 
supplies  for  blockading  vessels. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  6,  1862. 

SiK:  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  from  the  Department 
exhibited  to  me,  you  will  proceed,  with  the  Massachusetts  under  your 
command,  to  supply  the  blockading  ships  of  the  squadron  stationed 
along  the  coast  to  the  southward. 

First,  at  Wassaw  Sound,  where  you  will  find  the  Sumpter,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Pattison  (senior  ofidcer),  and  the  Vandalia,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Wells. 

Second,  at  St.  Simon's,  where  you  will  find  the  Florida,  Commander  J. 
E.  Goldsborough  (senior  ofiflcer) ;  the  Wamsntta,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Semmes;  the  Potomska,  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough  commanding, 
and  the  Uncas,  Acting  Master  Crane. 

Third,  at  Fernandina,  where  you  will  find  the  Pawnee,  Commander 
Drayton;  the  Hope,  Acting  Master  Rockwell,  and  the  Darlington, 
Acting  Master  Godfrey. 

Fourth,  at  St.  John's,  where  you  will  find  the  8eneca,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Ammen  (senior  officer) ;  the  Pembina,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Bankhead;  the  Isaac  /SHwi/t,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Mcholson, 
and  the  Patroon,  Acting  Master  Lelar.  This  last-named  vessel  will 
leave  early  in  the  morning  tlirect  for  the  St.  John's  River,  to  inform 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Ammen  that  you  are  on  your  way  down,  that 
he  may  come  to  the  mouth  of  tlie  river.  I  have  directed  him  to  employ 
the  Patroon  to  cross  the  bar  and  take  on  board  the  supplies  intended 
for  the  vessels  inside,  which  are  much  in  want  of  thein. 

Fifth,  ofi'  Mosquito  Inlet,  where  you  will  find  the  Penguin,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Williamson  (senior  officer),  and  the  Henry  Andreic,  Acting 
Master  Harris,  the  former  outside  the  bar,  the  latter  within. 

After  supplying  the  vessels  above  named  you  will  return  to  this  port. 

Y'ou  will  receive  on  board  Assistant  Paymaster  Heberton,  who  goes 
down  to  join  the  Henry  Andreir;  also  two  marines  for  the  Pawnee,  a 
rifled  gun,  and  some  ordnance  stores  for  the  same  vessel. 
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As  you  go  down  the  coast,  and  ou  your  return,  you  will  please  keep 
a  good  lookout  for  suspicious  vessels. 
Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F,  Du  Pont, 

FImj- Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  H.  Cooper, 

U.  S.  8.  Massachusetts,  Port  Boyal. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  General  G.   C.  Pinelcney,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

May  />,  1862. 

.  Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  'J,  isa:^. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Acting  Volun- 
teer Lieutenant  Nickels,  of  the  Onicard,  discovered  on  the  morning  of 
the  1st  instant  a  schooner  at  anchor  about  4  miles  oflf,  apparently  wait- 
ing for  daylight  to  run  into  Bull's  Bay.  He  immediately  dispatched 
Acting  Master  Sleeper  in  the  launch  lo  capture  her.  The  schooner,  on 
observing  the  launch,  tripped  her  anchor  and  ran  ashore,  where  she 
was  fired  by  the  crew,  who  then  made  their  escape  to  the  mainland. 
On  reaching  her  in  his  boat  Acting  Master  Sleei>er  found  it  impossible 
to  extinguish  the  flames.  She  was  called  the  8arnh,  about  100  tons 
burden,  and  hailed  from  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

On  the  Cth  instant  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ottawa" captured  the  rebel 
schooner  General  C.  C.  Pinelcney,  from  Charleston,  bound  to  Nassau 
with  94  bales  of  cotton,  rosin,  etc. 

On  the  night  of  the  8th  instant  t\ie>  Alabama  ran  on  shore  a  schooner 
at  Light- House  Inlet.  Tlie  Pocahontas  this  morning  went  into  15  feet 
of  water  and  fired  upon  her,  but  the  guns  could  not  reach;  she  is  near 
a  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flaff-Officer,  Commandiruj  8outh  Atlantic  Blockading  8qiiadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8eeretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Eeport  of  Lieutenant  Creighton,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa. 

II.  S.  GuNROAT  Ottawa, 
Blockading  8quadron,  off  Charleston,  8.  C,  May  10, 1862. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  captured  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th  instant,  about  30  miles  to  the  eastward  of  this  port,  after  a 
chase  of  three  hours,  a  schooner,  the  General  C.  G.  Pinckney,  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  of  about  50  tons,  she  having  run  the  blockade  the  night 
previous  in  a  gale  of  wind.  She  had  as  cargo  94  bales  of  upland  cotton, 
10  barrels  of  rosin,  and  4  boxes  of  tobacco. 

I  have  sent  her  to  New  York  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Dockray 
and  a  prize  crew  of  five  men  from  this  vessel,  the  owner  of  vessel  and 
cargo  remaining  in  the  prize.  The  mate  and  four  of  her  crew  are  on 
board  of  this  vessel. 
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I  ])arted  luy  starboard  cable  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant  and 
was  obliged  to  put  to  sea.  I  have  since  been  supplied  by  the  Augusta 
with  an  anchor  of  nearly  the  same  weight  as  the  one  lost.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  cables  of  this  vessel  are  defective,  as  this  is  the  second 
anchor  lost.  The  port  anchor  was  lost  in  the  8t.  John's  Kiver  previous 
to  my  taking  command.  The  instance  mentioned  under  my  own  obser- 
vation, I  do  not  think  the  cause  was  sufficient  to  have  parted  a  good 
cable. 

I  would  request  that  I  may  have  an  officer  ordered  in  the  place  of 
Acting  Master  Dockray,  also  a  master's  mate,  which  will  make  the 
complement  of  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Blakkley  Oreighton, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Scpiadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
regarding  permit  for  the  distribution  of  supplies  to  the  blocTcading  ves- 
sels at  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  Fernandina,  Fla. 

jSf AVY  Depaktment,  May  7, 1862. 
SrK:  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Mr.  H.  K.  Miller  may  be  per- 
mitted to  seiid  a  cargo  of  ice,  poultry,  fresh  beef,  sheep,  vegetables, 
potatoes,  ap])les,  and  onions  to  Port  Royal  and  Fernandina,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  those  articles  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States 
there,  with  restrictions  not  to  carry  any  articles  thaii  those  above  men- 
tioned or  any  spirituous  or  intoxicationg  liquors,  nor  to  trade  with  any 
other  persons  than  those  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
under  a  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  his  vessel  and  cargo,  or  any  other  jien- 
alty  you  may  think  more  judicious  to  impose. 
T  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Abstract  log  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Command.er  Lanier,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

commanding. 

May  7, 1802. — Made  a  schooner  S.  S.  W. ;  chased  to  cut  him  off,  firing 
three  shots  from  pivot  gun.    At  11 :40  lost  sight  of  him ;  anchored. 

Mays. — At  daylight  saw  the  schooner  we  had  fired  at  last  night 
ashore  off  Light  House  Inlet.  Got  underway  and  stood  in  as  far  as  the 
depth  of  water  would  allow;  fired  two  shots  from  the  Parrott  gun  at 
her,  which  fell  short.  At  9:30  a.  m.  the  Pocahontas,  a  mile  inside  of 
us  trying  to  get  at  the  stranded  vessel,  which  a  number  of  people  on 
the  beach  were  discharging.  She  was  unable  to  reach  her,  however; 
they  apparently  emptied  her;  the  vessel  bilged.  They  had  several 
pieces  of  field  aitillery  in  position,  and  a  tug  with  two  heavy  guns 
(rifled)  to  repel  an  attack  with  boats. 
N  w  E — VOL  12 51 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Bu  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Oodon,  U.  S. 

Navy,  to  resume  command  of  the  blockade  off  St.  Simoii's  Sound,  Georgia, 

and  adjacent  waters.  > 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  8,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  tlie  steamer  j¥o/«ca?i  under  your  com- 
mand and  resume  the  control  and  blockade  of  St.  Simon's  Sound  and 
the  inland  waters,  extending  from  St.  Catherine's  to  St.  Andrew's 
Sound,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  relieving  Commander  Goldsborough  in 
the  Florida,  the  present  senior  officer. 

Your  force  will  consist,  in  addition  to  your  ship,  of  the  Wamsutta, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Semmes;  the  PotomsJca,  Acting  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Watmough,  and  the  Uncas,  Acting  Master  Commanding 
Crane.  In  proportion  as  the  blockade  of  Charleston  is  made  more 
secure,  attempts  will  doubtless  be  made  at  other  points  on  the  coast. 

You  have  already  had  some  experience  in  those  waters,  and  your 
operations  there  I  have  already  api)roved  of.  You  will  receive  from 
Commander  Goldsborough  all  information  his  more  recent  experience 
may  enable  him  to  give. 

The  movements  of  the  vessels,  the  points  to  be  watched  at  anchor  or 
to  be  resumed  at  stated  periods,  the  collection  and  comfort  of  the  con- 
trabands, with  the  acquisition  of  all  information  from  them  which  may 
be  of  public  utility,  are  left  to  your  sound  discretion. 

If  you  should  require  another  steamer,  I  will  endeavor  to  send  one, 
but  at  present  I  have  no  suitable  light  draft  vessel  to  spare. 
.  Eespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 

Commander  S.  W.  GoDON, 

V.  8.  S.  J^Iohica^l,  Port  Royal,  S.  G. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Goldsborough, 
U.  S.  Navy,  transferring  his  command  from  St.  Simon's  Sound  to  Was- 
sato  Inlet,  Georgia. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  8,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  transfer  the  charge  of  the  blockade  of  St. 
Simon's  and  adjacent  waters  to  Commander  Godon,  of  the  Mohican, 
transmitting  to  him  such  information  as  your  recent  experience  will 
enable  you  to' give. 

You  will  then  please  proceed  to  Wassaw  Inlet  and  take  charge  of  the 
blockade  there.  The  Sumpter  and  Vandalia  will  form  part  of  your  com- 
mand, to  which  I  will  endeavor  to  add  another  vessel,  in  order  that  you 
may  make  a  reconnoissance  of  Ossabaw  Sound  to  ascertain  tlie  nature  of 
the  intercommunication  between  it  and  Wassaw,  and  whether  vessels 
could  run  into  the  former,  so  as  to  transship  their  cargoes  to  the 
railroad. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

,       ^    ^  Flag- Officer. 

Commander  J.  E.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Florida,  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  St.  Simon's. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  1^.  Navy,  to  the  Asuistant  Fostmas- 
ter-General,  regarding  the  establishment  of  post-offices  on  the  coast  of 
Georgia. 

Plagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  &  C,  May  8,  1862. 
SiE :  Your  communication  of  March  24  has  been  received.  In  refer- 
ence to  its  subject-matter,  I  would  state  that  up  to  the  present  time 
there  are  no  places  on  the  coast  of  Georgia  where  post-offices  could  be 
established.  We  hold  the  waters  and  control  Brunswick,  etc.,  but  no 
troops  of  ours  are  in  possession. 

Whenever  I  can  give  you  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  points 
mentioned  in  your  letter  I  shall  do  so  with  pleasure. 

What  is  most  wanted  in  this  region  is  a  regular  mail  from  New  York 
to  Port  Eoyal.    The  post-office  here  is  well  administered,  but  there  are 
no  regular  stated  days  of  arrival  and  departure.    The  interregnum 
between  the  dates  of  the  two  last  mails  was  nineteen  days. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Bu  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 
John  A.  Kasson, 

First  Assistant  Postmaster- General,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  difficulties  in  pre- 
venting blockade  running  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  May  9,  1862. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  dispatch  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  2d  instant,  referring  to  the  vessels  which,  according  to 
reports  from  the  consuls  at  Nassau  and  other  places,  had  run  the  block- 
ade at  Charleston. 

In  a  previous  dispatch  I  wrote  very  fully  on  this  subject  of  the  block- 
ade and  do  not  purpose  now  to  dwell  further  on  it. 

I  have  explained  the  difficulties  of  closing  against  daring  and  des- 
perate adventurers  such  a  coast  as  ours,  and  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  asked  the  Department  to  send  ine  more  ships  suitable  for  this 
arduous  duty.  I  have  endeavored,  with  tiie  comparatively  small  force 
under  my  command,  composed  in  part  of  vessels  utterly  unsuited  for 
the  purpose,  to  guard  all  the  ports  within  the  limit  of  ray  command, 
and  particularly  the  port  of  Charleston,  the  only  port  on  the  whole 
coast  where  the  blockade  is  ever  violated.  This  I  assert  without  fear 
of  contradiction. 

I  have  now  eleven  vessels  covering  the  coast  from  Stouo  Inlet  to  Bull's 
Ray,  a  distance  of  3(t  miles ;  eight  of  these  are  oil'  Charleston,  an  arc  of  13 
miles.  The  officers  are  vigilant;  there  is  a  spirit  of  rivalry  between  the 
ships;  some  of  the  commanding  olHcers  with  suitable  vessels  arc  very 
bold;  from  sunset  to  sunrise  they  are  personally  on  watch;  the  block- 
ading forces,  variously  grouped  during  the  day,  change  their  stations 
after  nightfall,  and  these  are  constantly  shifted,  so  as  to  avoid  bearings 
being  taken  of  them  in  the  harbor.  They  approach  the  shoals  and 
shallow  waters  as  near  as  their  vessels  will  permit,  and  frequently  draw 
upon  themselves  the  fire  of  the  batteries. 

Still,  as  I  have  stated  in  a  previous  communication,  very  small  craft 
and  very  light  draft  steamers  may  still  get  in  and  out.    There  is  no 
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vessel  in  this  squadron  that  can  pass  where  they  do  within  a  mile,  a 
distance  sufficient  to  avoid  discovery  on  a  starlight  night,  shielded, 
moreover,  as  they  are  by  the  shadow  of  the  laud  behind  them;  but 
within  the  last  few  weeks  the  number  of  these  captured  has  been  greater 
than  I  could  have  hoped. 

In  a  list  of  vessels  given  in  a  letter  from  Nassau  of  April  11,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  New  ^ork  Times  of  the  3d  instant,  as  having  run  the 
blocknde,  some  are  stated  to  have  run  out  of  the  St.  John's  Eiver  and 
Fernandina.  If  they  had  been  announced  as  coming  out  of  Port  Eoyal 
and  passing  under  the  yardarms  of  the  Wabash  the  statement  would 
be  equally  correct. 

Some  time  back  a  list  of  65  vessels,  furnished  by  a  commander's  clerk 
in  this  squadron  to  a  Philadelphia  evening  paper  as  vessels  suspected 
of  an  intention  to  run  the  blockade,  was  published  by  that  paper  under 
a  caption  in  large  capitals,  "Vessels  that  have  run  the  blockade," 
though  only  two  of  the  whole  list,  the  Bermuda  and  the  Fingal,  had 
succeeded  in  doing  so. 

Still  there  is  room  for  more  steamers  oft'  Charleston.  I  have  used  my 
best  judgment  in  the  distribution  of  those  under  my  command  along 
the  coast,  yet  if  the  Department  desires  that  the  blockade  should  be 
more  stringent  and  effective  I  trust  it  will  supply  me  with  more  vessels 
for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hob.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  affairs  in  St.  John^s 

Eiver,  Florida. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Off  Jaclcsonville,  Florida,  May  9,  1802. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  Gth  by  the  arrival  of  the  I'atroon  to  day. 

As  there  appears  to  be  no  necessity  for  a  force  at  present,  except  for 
the  police  of  the  river,  I  send  the  Pembina,  as  directed.  Kecent  advices 
from  our  armies  will  probably  prevent  the  erection  of  a  battery  at  some 
point,  as  I  think  was  intended,  and  if  it  should  be  done,  and  I  think 
the  vessels  in  the  river  insufficient  to  take  the  battery  without  diffi- 
culty, I  will  ask  an  additional  force  for  the  purpose. 

The  Isaac  Smith  arrived  on  the  4th  and  on  the  Gth  the  Darlington 
was  sent  by  Commander  Drayton  from  Fernandina,  under  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Maxwell,  to  ask  a  flag  of  truce  in  relation  to  the  return  of 
certain  citizens  of  Florida  and  for  the  exchange  of  army  prisoners. 

I  think  the  presence  of  Mr.  Bryant  prevented  any  action  on  the  part 
of  the  local  authorities.  They  evidently  fear  his  influence,  and,  pending 
the  arrival  of  instructions  from  Tallahassee,  neither  he  nor  the  citizens 
desirous  of  returning  were  permitted  to  hold  intercourse  with  their 
acquaintances. 

I  shall  therefore  direct  the  return  of  the  Darlington  tomorrow  to 
Fernandina  and  the  Isaae  Smith,  accompanied  by  the  Patroon,  will 
proceed  up  the  river,  taking  Mr.  Bryant  as  passenger.     I  have  directed 
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Lieutenant  Commauding  Nicholson  to  facilitate  the  wishes  and  move- 
ments of  Mr.  Bryant  as  far  as  in  bis  judgment  tliey  were  in  accordance 
with  the  interests  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Nicholson  will  proceed  to  as  high  a  point  as  he  deems 
advisable  and  will  meet  me  oil'  Jacksonville  on  the  14th,  at  which  time 
I  will  proceed  up  the  river. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  point  on  Wednesday,  the  6th,  I  received  a  flag 
of  truce,  statin  g  that  the  com  mandin  g  general  of  East  and  Middle  Florida 
wished  to  know  whether  1  was  willing  to  exchange  Private  Hall 
(alluded  to  in  my  former  report)  for  another  prisoner. 

1  replied  that  I  had  apprehended  [Durham]  Hall,  not  as  a  soldier,  but 
as  a  disturber  of  the  public  peace,  aud  that  I  was  not  willing  at  this 
time  to  exchange  him.  Since  his  seizure  no  threats  or  enormities  have 
been  perpetrated  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Forces  in  St.  John^s  Biver,  Florida. 

Flag-Ofticer  Same.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Southern  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Ammen,  U.  S.  Wavy,  transmitting  report  of  lAeuten- 
ant  Nicholson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  the  St.  John's  River, 
Florida,  Maj/  9-21,  1862. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Seneca, 
Mayport  Mills,  St.  John's  Biver,  Florida,  May  21,  1862. 

Sir:  ^ince  my  report  of  the  9th  instant  the  Fatroon  has  been  at 
anchor  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Greek. 

On  the  14th,  as  agreed  upon,  the  Tsaac  Smith  met  me  at  Jacksonville. 
I  sent  flag  of  truce  on  shore  .and  received  an  answer  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  former  flag  of  truce  sent  through  Commander  Drayton 
by  the  Darlington,  of  which  Colonel  Bryant  formed  a  party.  I  did  this 
at  his  solicitation,  much  against  my  wishes.  He  conveyed  the  letter  to 
tbe  commanding  officer  at  Fernandiua. 

The  Seneca  and  the  Isaac  Smith  then  came  to  the  bar,  the  latter  for 
the  purpose  of  coaling.  On  the  15th  she  took  in  6  or  8  tons  from  the 
wharf  and  11  tons  from  us,  and  the  next  day  proceeded  uj)  the  river 
with  discretionary  orders,  to  be  absent  from  five  to  ten  days,  as  might 
be  deemed  expedient. 

I  directed  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  to  go  above  the  mouth 
of  Black  Creek,  and  as  much  farther  up  as  he  thought  advisable, 
taking  all  necessary  precautions  to  avoid  iujury  from  ambuscades  if  he 
went  into  dangerous  localities. 

He  went  within  a  very  short  distance  of  Welaka,  where  the  river 
was  so  narrow  as  to  require  the  kedging  of  the  vessel  around  the 
bends,  and  was  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  riflemen,  who,  however,  did  no 
injury  to  anyone,  although  they  were  at  a  very  short  distance. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson  swept  the  ground  with  grape  and 
shells  and  then  dropped  down  to  a  secure  point.  He  found  tbe  mouth 
of  the  Ocklawaha  could  not  be  reached  without  great  danger  to  the 
crew,  and  understood  fully  that  his  orders  did  not  justify  this  expo- 
sure. He  therefore  returned  to  this  point  within  the  time  specitied,  and 
has  made  tbe  reports  wliicb  I  have  tbe  l)onor  to  forward  you. 
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The  extraordinary  penetration  of  the  rifle  balls  showed  plainly  that 
the  bulwarks  are  no  protection  except  as  a^screen  to  the  persons  on 
board  of  that  vessel. 

Jacksonville  appears  to  be  almost  entirely  deserted,  and  I  learn  there 
is  a  great  scarcity  of  food  throughout  Florida,  except  beeves,  which 
are  abundant  in  Marion  County  and  to  the  south  of  it. 

An  occupation  of  the  line  of  railroad  between  Fernaudina  and  Cedar 
Keys  by  our  troops  would  cut  this  supply,  as  well  as  any  transportation 
from  any  part  of  the  Peninsula. 

I  send  the  Garibaldi  to  communicate  with  Fernandina.    Upon  her 

return,  if  not  otherwise  directed,  I  shall  go  up  the  river,  probably  not 

above  Palatka,  for  about  one  week,  leaving  the  Isaac  Smith  at  the  bar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  St.  John's  River. 

Saml.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  Southern  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Isaac  Smith, 
St.  John's  River,  Florida,  May  21,  1862. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  orders,  I  proceeded  up  this  river  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  a  point  within  5  or  6  miles  of  Lake  George.  At 
this  point  we  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  concealed  riflemen,  but 
fortunately  (although  numerous  shots  went  completely  through  our  light 
bulwarks)  not  a  man  was  injured.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  opened  fire, 
1  dropped  anchor  and  shelled  the  woods,  at  once  silencing  their  fire. 
As  we  were  within  oO  yards  of  these  woods,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
our  heavy  fire  must  have  done  some  execution.  About  fifty  shots  were 
fired  at  us,  twelve  of  them  striking.  The  river  above  Palatka  is  nar- 
row, with  a  tortuous  channel.  I  was  obliged  to  kedge  around  some 
points,  the  vessel  being  too  long  to  turn. 

I  considered  it  too  hazardous  to  proceed  any  farther  than  I  did,  as 
the  channel  would  have  had  to  be  sounded  and  the  vessel  could  not 
protect  the  boats  on  account  of  the  sudden  turn  in  the  river.  On  my 
])as8age  down  I  stopped  at  Orange  Mills  and  watered  ship. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  there  are  about  twenty-five  men  stationed  in 
the  rear  of  Orange  Mills,  about  one  hundred  at  Black  Horse  Landing, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Ocklawaha  (this  was  the  party  that  fired  upon 
us),  and  two  companies  at  Black  Creek. 

Five  miles  this  side  of  Jacksonville,  observing  a  flag  of  truce  putting 
toward  me,  I  anchored  and  received  on  board  three  refugees  (one  a 
female),  with  their  household  goods,  they  desiring  to  go  north.  I  also 
received  one  contraband  on  board,  belonging  to  Dr.  Mays,  a  noted  rebel. 
I  would  suggest  that  the  whole  establishment  about  Orange  Mills  be 
destroyed,  as  it  is  a  hotbed  of  traitors,  who  are  now  all  in  arras 
against  their  country.  As  there  is  considerable  valuable  property 
(now  abandoned),  it  might  be  seized  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government 
and  tlie  houses  burned. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Daniel  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 
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Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,   U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Ammen, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  further  operations. 

Flagship  KeysI'onb  State, 

Fernandina,  May  22,  181)2. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  yesterday  and 
the  enclosed  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nidiolson,  and  must 
again  express  my  approval  of  the  judgment  and  activity  exercised  by 
you  and  the  officers  under  your  command  in  holding  the  control  of  the 
St.  John's  Eiver.  I  leave  your  future  movements  to  your  own  discre- 
tion. 

I  have  noticed  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Nicholson 
in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  the  houses  around  Orange  Mills,  but 
for  the  present,  unless  the  vessels  are  fired  upon  from  that  vicinity, 
I  do  not  wish  that  there  should  be  any  destruction  of  property. 

Since  Sunday  last  I  have  been  moving  up  and  down  the  coast,  visit- 
ing Charleston,  Georgetown,  and  St.  Simon's,  arriving  here  yesterday. 
I  shall  be  at  Port  Royal  again  by  Saturday  evening. 

You  have  probably  heard  of  the  bold  exploit  of  a  contraband  pilot 
employed  on  General  Ripley's  steamer,  the  Planter.  The  captain  and 
engineer  having  gone  on  shore  to  visit  their  families,  Robert  Smalls 
before  daylight  quietly  cast  oii'  the  hawser  by  which  she  was  moored 
to  the  wharf  in  front  of  the  General's  quarters,  steamed  past  Fort 
Sumter,  giving  the  usual  signals  and  ilying  the  Confederate  Hag  until 
out  of  range,  when  he  pulled  it  down,  and  hoisting  a  white  flag  brought 
the  steamer  safely  out  to  the  blockading  fleet.  The  pilot  is  quite  intel- 
ligent and  gave  some  valuable  information  about  the  abandonment  of 
Stono.  At  my  instance  Captain  Marchand  made  a  reconnoissance,  and 
finding  the  statement  true,  crossed  the  bar  on  Tuesday  last  with  the 
gunboats  Unadilla,  Pembina,  and  Ottawa.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Charlestonians  thought  their  time  had  come. 

The  news  from  the  Mississippi  is  very  gratifying.  The  whole  rebel 
fleet,  nearly,  is  destroyed  on  the  Lower  Mississippi  by  Flag-Officer  Far- 
ragut,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Wright  by  Acting  Flag  Officer  Davis, 
who  is  now  in  command,  vice  Foote,  returned  to  the  East  on  account  of 
his  wound.  I  send  you  a  late  paper  or  two.  Please  say  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Nicholson  that  I  have  read  his  report  with  interest;  am 
glad  that  he  escaped  so  well. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  D.  Ammen, 

Z7.  8.  Gunhoat  Seneca,  Senior  Officer,  St.  Jolm^s  Eiver. 

P.  S.^My  Dear  Captain:  Besides  the  news  by  the  enclosed,  I  have 
to  add  that  McClellan  is  well  up  toward  Richmond;  the  gunboats  past 
City  Point.  The  fight  at  Williamsburg  and  West  Point,  on  the  York 
Eiver,  was  sharj).  Franklin's  division  at  the  last  place  was  outnum- 
bered by  General  Lee,  but  the  gunboats  gave  him  a  great  lift,  as  usual. 
Norfolk  is  ours  again  and  Stribling  in  command.  Excepting  the  dry 
dock,  not  much  destroyed  on  the  yard.  Pensacola  is  abandoned  and 
much  destruction  at  the  navy  yard.  Fort  Gaines  is  abandoned  and 
Mobile  will  soon  be  ours. 

Captain  Davis  arrived  the  day  before  Hollins  made  his  attack  and 
thrashed  him  well.  He  came  out  with  eight  ironclad  boats  against  six; 
he  blew  up  two  and  sank  a  third,  when  The  five  retreated  under  Fort 
Pillow. 

Yours,  most  truly,  S.  F.  D.  P. 


808        SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8. 

Navy,  regarding  the  temporary  withdrairal  Jrovi  his  command  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna.  " 

Navy  Department,  May  lO,  1862. 

Sir:  Tour  dispatches  of  the  following  dates  have  been  received: 
April  27,  concerning  the  withdrawal  of  the  Susquehanna.  The  Depart- 
ment would  here  state  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  Susquehanna  was 
occasioned  by  au  extraordinary  emergency  at  Hampton  lioads,  and  as 
soon  as  that  ceases  she  will  be  returned  to  you. 

»  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  ])u  Pont. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  WoodhuH,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut,  regarding  the  duties  of  that  vessel. 

Navy  Department,  May  lO,  1862. 

Sir:  Hereafter  the  U.  S.  S.  Connecticut  will  not  supply  the  vessels 
of  the  Atlantic  Squadrons  and  will  touch  at  Port  lioyal  only  on  the 
way  to  the  Gulf.  The  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron  commences  at  Gape 
Canaveral.  On  your  return  tiip  you  will  touch  both  at  Port  lloyal 
and  Hampton  Koails,  forwarding  your  mails,  as  usual,  from  the  latter 
point  to  the  Department.  You  will  continue  to  bring  home  the  sick 
and  wotinded  from  Port  Royal  and  Hampton  Koads  and  from  any  of 
the  vessels  of  the  Atlantic  Squadrons  that  you  may  communicate  with. 
Proceed  on  this  service  as  soon  as  the  Connecticut  is  ready  for  sea. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Commander  M.  Woodhull, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S,  Connecticut,  Neir  Yorlc. 


Report  of  lAeiitenant  Semmes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Wam- 
sutta,  regarding  an  expedition  to  Darien,  Ga. 

U.  S.  S.  Wamsutta, 
St.  Simon's,  Georgia,  May  10, 1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  Commander  J.  K.  Goldsborough, 
dated  the  6th  instant,  received  the  8th,  directing  me  to  proceed  with 
the  Potomsha  and  this  vessel  to  Darien,  Ga.,  to  look  for  the  light-house 
apparatus  of  Doboy  (which  a  contraband  reported  as  being  stored  there), 
1  started  yesterday  morning  at  4  o'clock.  At  6,  having  anchored  off  the 
town,  a  suitable  force,  consisting  of  the  marine  guard  of  the  Florida 
and  a  detachment  of  sailors  from  the  Potomska,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Scott,  of  the  Florida,  was  landed,  and  sentries  were  posted 
to  command  the  streets  leading  to  the  house  to  be  searched. 

With  some  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel  the  house  was  thoroughly 
searched  by  Lieutenant  Scott  and  myself,  but  without  success. 

Tlie  search  was  confined  to  one  house,  as  it  was  quite  evident  from 
the  appearance  of  things  that  all  valuables  had  been  removed  to  some 
other  point. 

No  whites  were  seen  while  our  force  was  on  shore;  two  showed  them- 
selves after  the  vessels  droi)pe<l  below  the  town;  they  watched  our 
movements  very  closely. 
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An  old  steamer,  whicli  was  perfectly  useless  without  extensive  repairs 
to  her  hull,  I  directed  to  be  set  ou  fire.  While  she  was  burniug  we  put 
a  shell  from  this  vessel  through  her  boiler.  She  had  beeu  sunk  in  the 
river,  but  had  drifted  to  where  we  found  her,  about  half  a  mile  below 
the  town. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Semmes, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  S.  W.  GoDON,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  IS.  Mohican,  Present. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Mary  Teresa  off  Charleston,  S.  C,  May  10, 1802. 
Report  of  Lieutenant  CoUins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  May  10,  1862. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  this  day,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m., 
seized  the  schooner  Mary  Teresa,  J.  A.  Silliman,  master,  under  English 
colors,  for  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  at  this  place. 

She  was  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  of  salt  and 
assorted  merchandise,  bound  to  Halifax,  [Nova  Scotia]. 

She  was  formerly  the  pilot  boat  Ifo.  10,  of  Charleston,  and  was  built 
in  1852  at  WHrnington,  N.  C. 

In  her  certidcate  of  British  registry  she  is  described  as  having  one 
deck,  two  masts,  schooner-rigged,  square  stern,  carvel-built,  no  gal- 
leries, billet  head,  framework  wood,  55  feet  long,  17, \  feet  wide,  0,'-,, 
feet  deep;  total  tonnage,  ii7-i^,%. 

On  the  29th  day  of  April,  instant,  at  Nassau,  a  certificate  of  British 
registry  was  issued  to  her,  wherein  J.  A.  Silliman  was  master  and 
Edmund  Gardner  as  sole  owner,  which  certificate,  with  an  imperfect 
manifest,  and  her  crew  list  were  the  only  papers  found  on  board. 

An  American  ensign  was  found  in  her  cabin.  A  copy  of  the  applica- 
tions of  her  two  passengers,  bound  to  Charleston,  to  Flag-Officer  S.  F. 
l)u  Pont  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  send  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  W.  H.  Brice. 
Enclosed  is  a  descriptive  list  of  the  crew  of  the  Mary  Teresa. 
T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure] 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Unadilla,  May  lO,  1862. 
Honorable  Sir:  The  Mary  Teresa  having  been  taken  a  prize  by 
the  U.  S.  gunboat  Unadilla,  on  going  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  we,  the  under 
signed  passengers,  are  now  on  board  awaiting  your  pleasure,  and  i)ray 
that  we  may  be  sent,  as  you  may  deem  best,  to  Charleston. 

MOWBKAY   HeSLOP. 

Thomas  Heffeon. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

U.  S.  Fla(/shij)  Wahiish,  I'orl  h'oi/<il,  ,S'.  C. 
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Beport  of  Commander  Farrott,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  TT.  S.  S.  Angosta. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Cliarleston,  May  11,  1862. 

SiE:  I  send  the  Alabama  to  Port  Eoyal,  as  she  is  nearly  out  of  coal 
and  a  fresh- water  condenser  awaits  her  there. 

I  send  by  her  the  master  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Flash,  of  Nassau, 
who  were  captured  by  the  Oiiioard.  As  they  ran  on  shore  and  deserted 
their  vessel  in  an  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  J  suppose  they  Lave 
no  claims  to  be  sent  north,  but  some  of  them  might  be  useful  as  witnesses 
for  her  condemnation.     Some  of  them  wish  to  sliip  for  the  Omcard. 

I  also  send  by  the  Alabama  that  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel 
schooner  General  G.  G.  Pinclcney,  which  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Creighton,  of  the  Ottawa,  retained  on  board  on  sending  her  to  New 
York.  I  have  not  landed  them,  as  I  believe  they  would  reengage  in 
eflorts  to  run  the  blockade  or  be  obliged  to  assist  in  the  defense  of 
Charleston. 

After  capturing  her  the  Ottawa  chased  a  brig,  which  is  believed  to 
have  gotten  out  of  Charleston  at  the  same  time,  but  was  outsailed  by 
her.  The  previous  night  had  been  dark,  with  rain  squalls,  and  too 
rough  for  the  inshore  vessel  on  the  north  end  of  the  line  (the  Pocahon- 
tas), to  send  a  boat  inshore,  as  is  her  custom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  10th  instant,  by  the 
Vnadilla,  of  the  schooner  Mary  Teresa,  of  and  from  Nassau,  and  pre 
tending  to  be  bound  for  Halifax.  She  was  formerly  pilot  boat  No.  10, 
of  Charleston.  She  carried  an  assorted  caigo,  and  has  been  sent  to 
New  Yofk. 

Occasionally,  when  the  state  of  the  tide  and  weather  has  made  it 
prudent,  a  vessel  has  been  allowed  to  leave,  for  the  moment,  the  inner 
blockade  and  cruise  seaward,  just  out  of  siglit  of  the  blockading  fleet. 
This  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  General  G,  C.  Pinckney  and  the 
Mary  Teresa,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  keep  a  vessel  permanently 
in  that  position. 

With  the  James  Adger,  Huron,  and  Alabama  back  here,  and  the 
number  of  vessels  then  present  kept  up,  I  think  this  could  be  done, 
and  a  gunboat  which  could  go  in  and  out  over  the  bar,  also  snared  for 
Bull's  Bay. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blocl-ading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

P.  S.— Two  passengers  captured  on  board  the  Mary  Teresa  by  the 
Unadilla  are  also  sent  to  the  Alabama. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Vommander. 


Beport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  G.,  May  13,  18(12. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  lOtii  instant,  ott' 
Charleston,  of  the  schooner  Mary  Teresa  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Unadilla.. 
She  was  formerly  pilot  boat  No.  10,  of  Charleston.     Lieutenant  Com 
manding  Collins  sent  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication. 

1  send  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachvsetts  the  master  and  crew   of  tlie 
schooner  Flash,  which  vessel  was  captured  by  the  Restless  and  sent  to 
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New  York  for  adjudication.  Tbe  crew  had  abandoned  the  schooner 
and  were  escaping  with  her  papers  to  the  mainland  when  taken  by  the 
boats  of  the  Onward.  I  forward  by  the  Massachusetts  the  papers,  direct- 
ing them  to  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioners,  New  York. 

I  also  send  by  the  same  steamer  five  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner 
General  C.  C.  FincJcney,  captured  by  the  Ottaica  on  the  6th  instant. 

Also  five  of  the  crew  of  the  scliooner  Albert,  captured  by  the  Huron, 
together  with  two  passengers  who  were  on  board  at  the  time. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  r.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-  Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Report  of  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  capture  of  hoafs 
ereicfrom  the  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  near  Fort  Jackson,  6a.,  May  11, 1862. 

Flagship  Vermont, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  G.,  July  29,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  omitted  hertofore  to  inform  the  Department  of  an 
iin])ortant  occurrence  that  took  place  about  the  middle  of  May  last. 

The  Sumpter  was  stationed  at  Wassaw,  on  the  inner  blockade.  Her 
commander.  Lieutenant  Pattison,  sent  one  of  his  boats  by  the  inner 
passage  to  Fort  Pulaski  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information  con- 
cerning the  enemy's  gunboats,  and  placed  her  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Levi  trowell.  Several  other  officers  were  permitted  to  go  at  the 
same  time. 

By  some  unaccountable  mistake  the  boat,  instead  of  continuing  on 
the  route  to  Pulaski,  wandered  up  Wilmington  Narrows  and  got  into  St. 
Augustine  Creek,  near  Fort  Jackson,  and  was  taken  by  the  pickets  of 
the  rebels.  This  information  was  subsequently  obtained  under  a  flag  of 
truce. 

I  have  endeavored,  through  General  Hunter,  to  effect  an  exchange, 
but  my  eflbrts  have  not  been  successful.  The  oflBcers  and  men,  by  tbe 
last  information,  were  at  Augusta,  Ga. 

Their  names  and  rates  are  as  follows: 

Officers. — Levi  Crowell,  acting  master;  Charles  G.  Stevens,  acting 
second  assistant  engineer;  Warren  Ewen,  acting  third  assistant  engi- 
neer; Frank  W.  Turner,  acting  master's  mate;  liobert  F.  Euss,  acting 
master's  mate. 

Creu: — William  F.  Spraguo. coxswain ;  Henry  Stotler,  quartermaster; 
John  Ward,  seaman ;  James  Durham,  seaman;  O.  F.Stone,  ordinary 
seaman;  John  Miller,  ordinary  seaman;  W.  J.  C.  Mclutire,  ordinary 
seaman;  David  Wooster,  landsman;  Thomas  Fay,  landsman;  Alfred 
W.  Minor,  surgeon's  steward. 

I  have  forwarded  the  list  in  case  there  is  a  general  exchange  of 
prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  learn  that  the  above-named  persons  are  very  comfortably  off 
at  Augusta. 

S.  F.  D.  P., 
Flag- Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Beport  of  Acting  Master  Growell,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Ids 
capture  ichile  on  boat  expedition  from  the  U.  IS.  S.  Sumpter,  in  Savannah 
River,  May  11,  1863. 

West  Dennis,  [Mass.],  October  24, 1862. 
Deak  Sir:  I  was  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  Thoma,s'Patt\so\i, 
lieutenant,  commanding,  in  the  capacity  of  acting  master  while  on  the 
blockade  oft'  Charleston  and  at  Wassaw  Sound  Irom  January  to  May 
last.  Was  taken  prisoner  on  tlje  11th  of  May  last  (see  report  enclosed) 
and  remained  in  rebel  prisons  until  the  11th  instant,  on  which  1  signed 
my  parole  at  Eichmond,  Va.  Arrived  home  yesterday.  Hope  soon  to 
b(^  exchanged,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  remain  inactive  during  this  war  for 
the  preservation  of  our  glorious  Union.  My  address  is  West  Dennis, 
Mass.    Below  1  have  written  a  copy  of  the  parole. 

Most  respectfully,  I  remain  your  most  humble  servant, 

Levi  (Jeowell, 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Parole. — We,  the  undersigned,  do  most  solemnly  swear  and  pledge 
our  most  sacred  word  of  honor  that  we  will  not  aid,  assist,  or  abet  the 
eneuiies  of  the  United  States  or  Confederate  States  of  Ameiica  in 
the  existing  hostilities  between  the  United  States  and  Confederate 
States  of  America  until  released  or  exchanged. 

•  [Enclosure.] 

West  Dennis,  Mass.,  October  24,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  was  attaclied  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  Thomas  Pattison, 
lieutenant,  commanding.  On  the  11th  of  May  last,  our  ship  lying  at 
Wassa\Y  Sound,  blockading  that  i)lace,  I  received  permission  from 
Captain  Pattison  to  visit  Fort  Pulaski.  I  left  the  ship  at  8  a.  m.  with 
the  second  cutter  and  a  crew  of  9  men,  and  5  officers  accompanied 
me,  whose  (officers')  names  are  signed  to  this  report.  We  started  for 
the  inland  passage  inside  of  Tybee  Island,  which  is  narrow  and  circuit- 
ous, and  the  entrance  not  easy  to  be  observed.  The  correct  passage 
was  inside  our  lines,  and  we  were  unarmed.  One  of  the  sailors  in  the 
boat,  named  James  Durham  (who  did  not  belong  to  this  boat),  professed 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  way  to  the  fort,  and  said  he  had  been  uj)  those 
rivers  and  creeks  a  few  years  before  when  in  the  revenue  cutter  Dobbin, 
and  volunteering  his  services  as  pilot.  I  not  being  acquainted  In  those 
waters,  followed  his  directions.  This  man  Durham,  as  we  proceeded, 
kept  assuring  me  we  were  going  all  right  and  would  soon  come  to  the 
creek  wliicli  led  to  the  fort.  We  must  have  passed  the  creek  without 
noticing  it,  and  continued  on  up  the  river  until  we  were  taken  prisoners, 
all  the  while  under  the  directions  of  Durham.  We  were  surprised  by  a 
rebel  picket  force  of  8  men  oft'  Whitemarsh  Island,  about  1  p.  m.,  within 
])istol  shot  of  the  shore.  The  pickets  were  concealed  in  the  long  grass, 
and  rising  suddenly  up  and  leveling  their  rifles,  called  on  us  to  surren- 
der. As  we  were  unarmed,  resistance  was  useless.  We  were  taken  to 
Savannah,  a  distance  of  about  8  miles,  and  sent  oft'  to  Macon  that  night. 
Our  sailors  were  imprisoned  at  Macon  and  the  officers  were  sent  to 
Atlanta,  where  weiemained  about  live  weeks;  were  then  taken  to  Mad- 
ison, [Ga.],  together  with  (ieneral  f  B.  M.]  Pi  entiss  and  his  officers,  where 
we  remained  until  the  7th  instant :  we  then  started  for  Kiclimond.  This 
Durham  deceived  mc  Either  lie  did  not  know  the  way  or  purposely 
misled  us  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  to  revenge  himself  on  me,  as  he 
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bad  been  put  in  irons  only  about  two  weeks  before  by  my  orders  for 
drunkenness  and  insulting  language  to  his  superior  officers,  and  had 
only  been  out  of  irons  a  few  days  previous  to  starting  for  the  fort.  He 
told  officers  who  were  in  the  same  prison  with  him  that  we  were  all 
armed  and  threw  our  arms  overboard,  and  other  base  falsehoods.  I  am 
confident  we  should  uot  have  been  prisoners  but  for  this  man. 

Levi  Orow^ell, 
Acting  Master,  U.  A'.  Navy. 

Ohas.  G.  Stevens, 
Second  [Assistant]  Engineer. 
Warren  Ewen, 
Acting  Third  Assistant  JUnginecr. 
R.  F.  Euss, 

Master^s  Mate. 
Frank  W.  Turner, 

Acting  Masterh  Mate. 
Alfred  W.  Minor, 

Surgeon's  Steward. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — One  of  the  boat's  crew,  Oliver  F.  Stone,  died  in  jmsou  at  Macon, 
Ga.,  August  29. 

Letter  from  Naval  Constructor  Lenthall,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Flag- Officer 
Du  Pont, .  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  vessels  and  stores  for  the  South 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron;  also  expressing  his  opinion  that  tear 
ships  should  be  built  of  iron. 

Washington,  May  11, 1862. 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letters  of  the  28th  March  and  21st  April, 
but  you  mention  another  one  from  St.  Augustine  that  has  never  come 
to  hand.  Any  of  your  vessels  that  can  come  to  Baltiuiore  will  befitted 
with  very  little  delay  and  the  Flag  will  now  be  ready  in  a  week  or  ten 
days;  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  done  to  her.  Commodore  Paulding 
was  urgently  requested  to  send  the  stores  you  asked  for,  and  if  there 
was  no  steamer  to  take  up,  a  fast  schooner  as  you  recommended.  I 
told  him  to  send  yellow  metal  and  nails  and  also  a  quantity  of  the  paint 
they  use  in  New  "York  for  the  bottoms  of  the  vessels  that  are  not  cop- 
pered, and  by  beaching  the  small  vessels,  no  doubt  you  can  do  much 
to  save  them. 

******* 

I  have  written  to  Commodore  Paulding  to  say  that  you  would  like  a 
good  gang  of  carpenter's  mates  to  be  shipped  and  live  on  board  the  Ver- 
mont, and  if  such  a  gang  can  be  raised  to  confer  with  you  at  once;  that 
what  you  wanted  might  be  done  at  once;  if  you  have  uot  heard,  write 
again.  I  also  told  him  it  was  thought  a  set  of  ways  for  hauling  up  your 
light  vessels  might  be  useful  and  to  consult  with  Mr.  iJelano,  who  was 
familiar  with  the  size  of  your  vessels,  and  if  it  could  be  done  to  make 
and  send  them  out  witli  suitable  crabs  or  capstans.  They  have  been 
directed  in  Boston  to  make  a  new  rudder  and  send  it  out  ready  to  hang 
and  to  hurry  it  off  to  you.  The  mainmast  of  the  Vi'abash  was  ordered 
to  be  made  in  New  York,  but  another  can  be  made,  but  as  I  did  not 
get  the  letter  you  refer  to,  do  not  know  if  any  order  has  been  given  as 
to  when  or  where  the  ship  will  come  in.  My  idea  about  the  Vermont 
was  tiiat  she  would  only  mount  four  or  six  guns,  but  Mr.  Fox  and  the 
ordnance  officer  thought  differently,  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel 
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wanted  long  topgallant  masts  and  man  of-war  looks,  all  of  which  it 
seeins  to  me  takes  from  the  real  usefulness  of  the  vessel. 

A  large  quantity  of  oil  has  been  ordered  Qut,  and  if  it  has  not  corne 
write  to  the  New  York  yard  at  once,  for  every  requisition  has  been 
promptly  forwarded  there.  When  Captain  Steedman  arrived  there 
were  one  or  two  vessels  loading  with  coal  in  Philadelphia,  and  there 
seems  to  have  been  great  difficulty  in  getting  vessels  to  go  to  Port 
lioyal,  but  I  immediately  directed  the  navy  agent  in  New  York  to  pur- 
chase about  5,000  tons  of  coal  and  dispatch  the  vessels  one  after  the 
other  as  fast  as  possible  and  have  them  towed  to  sea.  This  was  being 
done  when  your  letter  came  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  Mr.  Fox 
ordered  that  10,000  tons  must  be  sent  and  all  the  steamers  taken  up  in 
New  York  if  necessary  to  do  it.  In  that  way  the  steamers  came  to  be 
taken.  No  statement  I  could  make  was  considered  satisfactory,  and  he 
sent  the  Bienville  besides.  The  navy  agent  of  New  York  was  told  to 
send  you  future  supplies,  and  it  appears  he  has  since  sent  a  cargo,  but 
that  has  been  stopped.  I  was  very  sorry  when  your  letter  came,  and 
was  much  distressed  about  it  then  and  since,  but  the  reason  it  may  be 
better  to  tell  on  some  other  occasion  than  to  write  now.  Your  case  was 
a  trying  and  peculiar  one,  and  I  can  not  find  fault  with  it.  You  must 
try  and  do  the  best  you  can  with  the  coal,  and  if  you  choose  can  send 
some  of  the  vessels  on  to  Key  West,  and  the  additional  freight  will  be 
paid  there.  If  there  is  anything  for  which  you  are  in  a  particular  hurry, 
just  name  it,  so  that  it  may  be  expedited. 

I  see  that  Captain  Davis  was  on  a  board  to  report  on  the  "  Stevens 
vessel,"  and  the  report  was  not  conclusive.  They  have  asked  him  for 
some  esplanations.  Professor  Bache  was  to  have  been  on  the  board, 
but  he  prudently  has  so  much  to  do  that  he  could  not  go. 

Commodore  Smith,  Isherwood,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Hartt,  and  myself  are 
on  a  board  examining  all  the  models  offered  for  ironclad  vessels,  rams, 
and  all  such  matters.  My  opinion  is  men  of-war  for  war  times  must  now 
be  of  iron;  this  may  be  against  my  personal  interests,  but  it  is  in  the 
interest  of  my  employers.  Wooden  vessels  covered  with  iron,  when 
wanted,  will  be  found  to  be  rotten,  and  unless  for  temporary  immediate 
use  ought  not  to  be.  Congress  has  appropriated  twenty-three  millions 
for  ironclad  vessels,  and  the  impression  seems  to  be  it  must  be  spent  at 
once,  but  surely  so  great  a  thing  as  reconstructing  the  Navy  at  such  an 
immense  expense  is  not  to  be  hurried  quite  so  fast.  Well,  I  supjjose  I 
am  slow,  and  there  are  plenty  of  fast  ones  ready  to  jump  in  the  boat. 
The  commodore  will  not  agree  to  the  report  I  proposed,  so  he  makes  his 
own.  i  will  send  you  a  copy  of  mine. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  Lenthall. 
Captain  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  JJu  I'ont,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  and 
chart  of  the  position  of  the  blockading  vessels  of  Charleston,  IS.  6'.,  May 
11,  1862.  ^ 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  14,  1862. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  chart  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Boutelle,  assist- 
ant superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  showing  the  position  of  the 
blockading  vessels  off  Charleston,  with  a  communication  from  Com- 
mander E.  G.  Parrott  explanatory  of  it,  to  which  I  desire  to  call  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Department. 
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Oft'  Georgetowu  at  ])reseiit  is  the  Albatrosn,  Norwich,  and  Gem  of  the 
Sea. 

In  North  Edisto,  the  Crusader  aud  Hale. 

At  St.  Helena,  the  Dale. 

In  Savannah  liiver,  the  Western  World. 

At  Wassaw,  the  Florida,  Vandalia,  and  Svmpter. 

From  St.  Catherine's  to  St.  Andrew's  Sonnd,  inside,  are  the  Mohican, 
Wams^itta,  Potomsha,  and  Uncas. 

At  Fernandina,  the  I'aunee  and  the  Darlington  and  Hope. 

In  .""t.  John's  Eiver,  the  Seneca,  Isaac  Smith,  and  Pairoon. 

OtY  Mosquito,  Henry  Andrew,  and  Penguin. 

The  James  Adger  left  this  morning  for  Charleston;  tlie  Alabama  and 
Pembina,  now  here  for  coal  and  supplies,  follow  in  a  few  days.  The 
Wyandotte  left  this  morning  for  Mosquito,  to  relieve  the  Penguin, 
ordered  to  this  port.  The  Ellen  is  still  undergoing  repairs.  The  Huron 
will  be  ready  for  service  this  week. 

I  have  read  in  the  last  papers  the  account  of  the  recapture  of  the 
ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  taken  oft'  Charleston,  effected  by  clever  artifice 
and  enforced  bj''  gagging  and  putting  ia  irons  the  prize  ofticers  and 
crew. 

Under  the  stringent  orders  of  the  Department  I  am  recjuired  to  treat 
the  ofticers  and  crew  of  vessels  captured  for  violation  of  the  laws  of 
blockade  as  passengers,  whose  personal  comfort  must  not  be  interfered 
with,  irons  not  to  be  thought  of  except  for  our  own  people,  and  further, 
that  the  master  and  principal  officers  and  most  of  the  crew  must  be 
sent  in  the  prize  itself.  Of  course,  under  these  orders,  recaptures  may 
be  looked  for. 

I  can  not  refrain  from  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Government  pur- 
poses to  insist  ui)on  the  return  of  the  Emily  St.  Pierre  to  the  United 
States  courts  for  adjudication,  inasmuch  as  the  recapture  by  the  crew 
of  a  neutral  vessel  is,  as  I  believe,  contrary  to  the  law. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  l)u  Pont, 
Flag- Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Encloaiire.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 
Port  Boyal,  S.  C,  May  J.^,  isr,2. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  liave  executed  your  instruc- 
tions of  the  i)th  instant,  and  have  ])lace(l  two  buoys  upon  the  Rattle- 
snake Shoal,  ott'Ciiarleston. 

The  position  aud  cliaracter  of  the  buoys  are  described  in  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  mcto  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S. 
Navy,  senior  officer  on  the  blockade  off' Charleston. 

I  have  also  determined,  approximately,  the  position  occupied  by  the 
ditterent  blockading  vessels  oft' Charleston  yesterday  morning  and  sub- 
mit herewith  a  sketch  showing  the  positions  of  the  vessels  named 
upon  it  on  the  morning  of  May  11.  I  also  enclose  a  memorandum 
drawn  up  by  Captain  Parrott,  to  accouipany  the  sketch,  and  which  he 
has  requested  me  to  transmit  to  you. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Chas.  O.  Boutelle, 
Assistant,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Commanding  Surveying  Steamer  Bibb. 

Flag-Offlcer  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  lllockadiHg  Squadron, 
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-V 


[SuboneloHures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bibb, 
Of  Charleston,  S.  C,  May  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to-day  placed  two  buoys  near  the  llattlesnake  Sboal. 
Tlie  outermost  buoy  is  in  3i  fathoms  at  mean  low  water.  It  is  a  first- 
class  nun  buoy,  painted  in  black  and  red  horizontal  stripes,  and  carries 
a  white  stall',  with  white  and  black  crossbars  at  the  top.  From  it 
N.  B.  point  of  Long  Island  bears  north,  Breach  Inlet  bears  N.  74°  W., 
and  Fort  Sumter  S.  88°  W. 

The  inner  buoy  is  a  second-class  nun  buoy,  painted  like  the  outer 
one,  and  carrying  a  red  staff,  with  red  and  black  crosspieces.    It  is 
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moored  iu  3  fathoms  at  mean  low  water,  and  is  in  range  from  tlie  outer 
buoy  to  Fort  Sumter  (nortii  wall),  with  the  south  side  of  the  clump  of 
trees  on  Jones  Island,  known  as  Styles  Point  woofl,  just  open  to  the 
north  of  Fort  Sumter. 

From  it  Breach  Inlet  bears  N.  61°  W.,  Fort  Sumter  S.  88°  W.,  and 
your  present  anchorage  bears  S.  The  distance  between  the  buoys 
is  2j  miles. 

Twenty  one  feet  at  low  water  may  be  carried  from  the  inner  to  the 
outer  buoy,  passing  north  of  the  shoal  and  south  of  the  southernmost 
wreck,  which  shows  only  the  end  of  a  yard  out  of  water.  I  think  that 
a  good  channel  will  also  be  found  north  of  the  wrecks,  but  have  not 
tested  the  fact  to-day. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Chas.  O.  Boutelle, 
Assistant,  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Gomdg.  Surveying  Steamer  Bibb. 

Commander  B.  G.  Paeeott,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  on  Bloclade  off  Charleston. 


Positions  of  the  vmsels  of  the  blockading  fleet  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  May  11,  18(i2. 

The  Keystone  State  and  Unadilla  are  ofi'  and  near  Dewees  Inlet. 
This  inlet  is  tbe  best  night  landmark  on  the  coast,  and  vessels  making 
the  land  to  the  eastward,  and  keeping  close  in,  recognize  their  position 
when  ofl'  it  and  attempt  to  run  into  Charleston  by  the  northern  channel, 
still  keeping  close  in  with  the  breakers,  and  at  high  tide  passing  inside 
of  the  wrecks  of  the  second  stone  fleet.  Vessels  going  out  of  Charles- 
ton endeavor  to  keep  near  the  shore  iii  the  same  manner,  and  when  off 
Dewees  Inlet  are  in  a  good  position  for  running  seaward.  The  Unadilla, 
with  her  light  draft,  can  take  a  position  close  in,  and  the  speed  of  the 
Keystone  State  would  enable  her  to  chase  successfully.  They  purposely 
vary  their  positions  somewhat,  and  take  distances  from  each  other 
along  the  laud  according  to  the  clearness  of  the  weather,  endeavor  also 
to  intercept  vessels  passing  outside  of  them,  and  receive  signals  from 
the  G.  W.  Blunt,  stationed  farther  to  the  eastward. 

The  Pocahontas  is  as  near  in  toward  Breach  Inlet  as  the  shoalness  of 
the  water  and  the  battery  there  will  allow.  At  night  she  keeps  a  boat 
inshore  when  the  weather  will  permit. 

She  would  hear  the  guns  of  the  vessels  off  Dewees  Inlet  attempting 
to  prevent  any  endeavor  to  run  in,  and  consequently  be  on  the  lookout, 
and  they  would  hear  hers,  attempting  to  stop  vessels  from  running  out. 

The  Flambeau  is  about  S.  S.  E,  from  the  Pocahontas,  ready  to  assist 
her  or  to  stop  vessels  which  have  doubled  round  her  and  attempt  to  run 
seaward,  or  to  chase  them,  as  she  is  fast. 

The  Boebuclc  is  the  next  vessel  to  the  southward.  She  makes  night 
signals  of  vessels  attempting  to  run  in  or  out,  and  on  a  signal  from  this 
ship,  or  at  her  own  discretion,  on  an  alarm,  hoists  her  lights,  that  ves- 
sels underway  may  have  a  point  for  bearings. 

The  next  vessel  to  the  southward  and  westward  is  the  Augusta;  then 
comes  the  Bienville,  and  then  the  Alabama.  These  vessels  cover  the 
distance  from  the  Roebuck  to  the  Onward,  which  is  placed  off  the  main 
ship  channel,  near  the  position  marked  "  bell  buoy  "  on  the  chart.    She 
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makes  siguals  of  what  slie  sees,  aud  is  a  point  f<>r  bearings  at  her  end 
of  the  line. 

The  Madgie  is  oft' the  Lawford  Channel  anrl  close  in. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  the  ends  of  the  line  are  as  near  the  shore  as 
is  practicable,  the  center  is  thrown  well  out.  This  partly  arises  from 
the  trend  of  the  bar,  but  also  it  has  been  considered  the  best  formation, 
as  giving  more  room  for  pursuit  in  the  direction  of  the  bar. 

Tlie  Ottawa  is  oft'  Stono,  and  the  Rextless  at  Bull's  Bay.  Particular 
care  is  tHken  to  have  the  fires  of  the  steamers  in  condition  for  going 
ahead  fast  at  daylight  and  at  high  ride  at  night. 

One  of  the  difticulties  of  the  blockade  of  Charleston  is  that  high  water 
there  occurs  about  the  time  the  moon  goes  down. 

The  distance  necessary  to  cover  with  vessels  for  making  a  complete 
blockade  of  Charleston  is  very  great,  and  counting  from  off  Dewees 
Inlet  to  the  east  end  of  Ilattlesnake  Shoal,  and  from  Breach  Inlet 
rcmnd  to  shoal  water  near  Lawford  Channel,  is  not  less  than  17  nautical 
miles,  or  20  statute  miles. 

KespectfuUy  submitted  to  l''lag-OflRcer  l)u  Pont  by  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Order  of  Flag- Officer  Ihi  Pont,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Commander  Marchand, 
U.  S.  Navy,  enjoining  vigilance  in  the  nuppression  of  blockade  running. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  are  acquainted,  through  our  several  interviews  aud  from 
letters  from  the  Department,  how  systematic  aud  determined  the  efforts 
are  to  run  the  blockade  of  Charleston. 

I  rely  upon  the  vigihince  and  determination  you  have  already  shown, 
upon  yonr  resuming  the  comniatid  oft  that  post  as  senior  officer,  that 
everything  will  be  done  to  make  the  blockade  more  and  more  stringent. 
I  will  keep  increasing  your  force  by  every  available  vessel  which 
reaches  me. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  PoN'i', 

Flag-  Officer. 
Commander  J.  B.  Marohand, 

TJ.  8.  (V.  James  Adgcr. 

Order  of  Flag -Officer  JJu  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  TAeutenant  Whiting,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Wyandotte,  to  proceed  to  blockade  duty  off 
Mosquito  Inlet. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  12,  1862. 
Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  under 
your  command,  oft'  the  bar  of  Mosquito  Inlet,  east  coast  of  Florida, 
and  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  C.  Williamson,  of  the  Penguin 
in  charge  of  the  blockade.  ' 

You  will  receive  sucli  information  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Williamson  which  his  exi)erience  oft'  Mosquito  may  suggest  as  desir- 
able you  should  know. 
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On  your  way  down  please  call  oft'  the  bar  of  St.  .loliu's  Eiver,  and  if 
any  of  the  gunboats  are  iuside  let  t'leiii  send  oft'  for  their  mails. 

In  case  none  are  there,  you  will  pioieed  on  to  yjnur  station,  placing 
them  on  board  the  renj/nin,  with  my  directions  to  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Williamson  to  call  on  his  way  ui)  and  deliver  them,  if  any 
vessel  should  be  there.  I  would  fire  a  couple  or  so  of  guns,  as  the  gun- 
boats might  be  at  Yellow  Bluft',  in  which  case  I  would  wait  three  or 
four  hours. 

Keep  a  lookoui-  along  the  coast  for  sails  and  steamers.  The  large 
force  oft'  Charleston  is  directing  them  elsewhere  to  run  the  blockade. 

Please  consult  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Williamson  as  to  the 
necessitj-  of  retaining  the  Henry  Andrew  any  lon«ter  inside  the  bar. 
If  she  can  be  dispensed  with  send  her  to  Port  Royal  to  report  to  ine. 
Kespectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  D.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  S.  Wyandotte,  J'ort  Royal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  WilHamson, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Penguin,  to  proceed,  to  Port  Royal, 
S.  C. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal' Harbor,  8.  C,  May  12,  1862. 
Sir:  The  "Wyandotte,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Whiting,  proceeds  to 
relieve  j'ou.    After  transferring  the  blockade  to  him  and  giving  him 
such  information  as  your  recent  experience  will  suggest  in  reference  to 
it,  you  will  return  to  this  port. 

I  wish  particularly  to  know  if  you  deem  the  presence  of  the  Henry 
Andrew  any  longer  necessary  inside  the  bar.  The  live  oak  being 
burned,  and  no  attempts  made  to  run  the  blockade,  I  should  think  the 
Wyandotte  would  cover  the  inlet  sufficiently. 

If  this   should   be  your   opinion,  direct    Lieutenant   Commanding 
Whiting  to  send  her  uj)  as  soon  as  she  can  cross  outside  the  bar. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-  Officer, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  .].  C.  "Tilliamson, 

U.  8.  8.  Penguin,  Mosquito  InUt. 

V.  S. — You  will  please  see  that  all  the  eft'ects  of  the  late  Acting 
Master  Mather  are  transferred  to  your  ship. 

S.  F.  Du  P. 


Order  of  Flag -Officer  Du  Pont,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Gillespie, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  baric  Braziliera,  to  proceed  to  Philadel- 
phia.. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  12,  18(i2. 
Sir  :  As  I  can  not  supply  you  with  the  men,  ofticers,  and  stores  asked 
for  in  your  requisitions  of  to-day.  you  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  and  report  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  to 
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wbom  you  will  make  knowu  your  wants.     I  will  inform  the  Department 
by  the  mail,  which  leaves  here  on  Wednesday,  of  these  orders. 
Kespectfully,  etc.,  .» 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag- Officer. 
Acting  Master  W.  T.  Gillespie, 

U.  8.  Bark  BraziUera,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  the  master  of  the  TJ.  S.  Army  transport  Delaware,  regarding 
relief  extended  to  the  TJ.  IS,  ship  Shepherd  Knapp. 

Stkamek  Delawaee,  May  13, 186Z. 
Dear  Sie  :  Yesterday,  on  my  passage  from  Edisto  to  Port  Koyal,  I 
saw  a  United  States  ship  making  signals  of  distress.  I  immediately 
ran  in  for  her  and  found  her  to  be  the  Shepherd  Knapi).  She  was 
ashore. ofi'  St.  Helena  Sound.  I  laid  by  her  until  the  tide  made,  and 
theii  pulled  her  off  and  towed  her  in  7  fathoms  water,  where  she 
anchored.    The  ship  is  all  right. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Gannon, 
Master  Steamer  Delaware. 
Captain  Kodgers, 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Flag- Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  proposed  attack  upon  Charleston,  8.  C. 

GontidentiiiL]  Navy  ]>epartment.  May  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  This  Department  has  determined  to  capture  Gharleston  as  soon 
as  Eichmond  falls,  whicii  will  relieve  the  iron  boats  Galena  and  Moni- 
tor. These  vessels,  and  such  others  as  can  be  spared  from  Hampton 
Roads,  will  be  sent  to  Bull's  Bay  under  convoy  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  glorious  achievements  of  our  Navy,  inaugurated  by  yourself, 
give  every  reason  to  hope  for  a  successful  issue  at  this  point,  where 
rebellion  first  lighted  the  flames  of  civil  war. 

The  War  Department  sends  instructions  to-day  to  General  Hunter, 
with  whom  you  will  consult,  and  with  whom  you  will  cooperate  fully, 
unless  the  move  should  be  purely  naval,  when  he  will  render  you  every 
assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Abduction  of  the   Confederate  steamer  Planter  from  Gharleston,  S.  C, 

May  13,  1862. 

Beport  of  Flag-Offioer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  14,  1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 
brought  here  last  night  by  the  late  rebel  steam  tug  Planter,  in  charge  of 


Confederate  Steamer  Planter. 
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an  officer  and  crew  from  the  Augusta.  She  was  an  armed  dispatch  and 
transportation  steamer  attached  to  the  engineer  department  at  Charles- 
ton, under  Brigadier-General  Kipley,  whose  barge",  a  short  time  since, 
was  brought  out  to  the  blockading  fleet  by  several  contrabands. 

The  bringing  out  of  this  steamer,  under  all  the  circumstances,  would 
have  done  credit  to  anyone.  At  4  in  the  morning,  in  the  absence  of  the 
captain,  who  was  on  shore,  she  left  her  wharf  close  to  the  Government 
oflice  and  headquarters,  with  palmetto  and  Confederate  flag  flying, 
passed  the  successive  forts,  saluting  as  usual  by  blowing  her  steam 
whistle.  After  getting  beyond  the  range  of  the  last  gun  she  quickly 
hauled  down  the  rebel  flags  and  hoisted  a  white  one. 

The  Onward  was  the  inside  ship  of  the  blockading  fleet  in  the  main 
channel,  and  was  preparing  to  fire  when  her  commander  made  out  the 
white  flag. 

The  armament  of  the  steamer  is  a  33  pounder,  on  pivot,  and  a  fine 
24  pounder  howitzer.  She  had,  besides,  on  her  deck,  four  other  guns, 
one  7-iuch  rifle,  which  were  to  be  taken  the  morning  of  the  escape  to 
the  new  fort  on  the  middle  ground.  One  of  the  four  belonged  to  Fort 
Sumter,  and  had  been  struck,  in  the  rebel  attack  on  that  fort,  on  the 
muzzle. 

Robert,  the  intelligent  slave  and  pilot  of  the  boat,  who  performed 
this  bold  feat  so  skillfully,  informed  me  of  this  fact,  presuming  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  interest  to  us  to  have  possession  of  this  gun. 

This  man,  Kobert  Smalls,  is  superior  to  any  who  has  yet  come  into 
the  lines,  intelligent  as  many  of  them  have  been.  His  information  has 
been  most  ini;erestiug,  and  i)ortions  of  it  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  steamer  is  quite  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  squadron,  by  her 
good  machinery  and  very  light  draft.  The  officer  in  charge  brought  her 
through  St.  Helena  Sound  and  by  the  inland  passage  down  Beaufort 
River,  arriving  here  at  10  last  night. 

On  board  the  steamer  when  she  left  Charleston  were  8  men,  5  women, 
and  3  children. 

I  shall  continue  to  employ  Robert  as  a  pilot  on  board  the  Planter  for 
the  inland  waters,  with  which  he  appears  to  be  very  familiar. 

I  do  not  know  whether,  in  the  views  of  the  Government,  the  vessel 
will  be  considered  a  prize;  but,  if  so,  I  respectfully  submit  to  the 
Department  the  claims  of  this  man  Robert  and  his  associates. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Flag-Officer,  Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Beport  of  Commander  Farrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S.  Augnsta. 

U.  S.  S.  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  May  IS,  1S62. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  armed  steamer 
Planter  was  brought  out  to  us  this  morning  from  Charleston  by  eight 
contrabands  and  delivered  up  to  the  squadron.  Five  colored  women 
and  three  children  are  also  on  board.  She  carries  one  32-pounder  and 
one  24-ponnder  howitzer  and  has  also  on  board  four  large  guns,  which 
she  was  eigaged  in  transportiiig. 

I  send  her  to  Port  Royal  at  once,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the 
present  good  weather.    I  send  Charleston  papers  of  the  12th,  and  the 
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very  intelligent  contraband  who  was  in  charge  will  give  you  the  infor- 
mation which  he  has  brought  off. 

I  hnve  the  honor  to  recinest  that  you  will  Send  back,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, the  officer  and  prize  crew  sent  on  board. 

1  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Gr.  Paerott, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  lieutenant  ITickels,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  V.   S.  ship 

Onward. 

U.  8.  Ship  Onwaeu, 
Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  May  IS,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  at  sunrise  I  saw  a  steamer 
coming  from  the  direction  of  Fort  Sumter  and  steering  directly  for  this 
ship.  I  immediately  beat  to  quarters  and  sprung  the  ship  around  so  as 
to  enable  me  to  bring  her  broadsides  to  bear,  and  had  so  far  succeeded 
as  to  bring  the  port  guns  to  bear,  when  I  discovered  that  the  steamer, 
now  rapidly  ajiproaching,  had  a  white  flag  set  at  the  fore. 

The  steamer  ran  alongside  and  I  immediately  boarded  her,  hauled 
down  the  flas;  of  truce,  and  hoisted  the  American  ensign,  sind  found 
that  it  was  the  steamer  I'lanter,  of  Charleston,  and  had  successfully 
run  past  the  forts  and  escaped.  She  was  wholly  manned  by  negroes, 
representing  themselves  to  be  slaves. 

I  herewith  place  the  steamer  in  your  hands  for  disposition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Onicard. 
Commander  E.  G.  Pakrott, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  Blockading  Squadron  off  Charleston. 


Order  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Wataon,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed 
with  the  steamer  Planter  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

U.  S.  S  Augusta, 
Off  Charleston,  May  IS,  J862. 
Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  prize  steamer  Planter,  proceed  with 
her  to  Port  Koyal,  and  report  to  Flag-Ofiicer  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

You  will  make  every  exertion  to  rejoin  this  vessel  with  your  i)rize 
crew  and  the  arms,  etc.,  intrusted  to  your  care  as  soon  as  i)0ssible. 
I  am, 

[E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander.] 
Acting  Master  Watson. 


Order  of  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

appraisement. 

Navy  Department,  May  is,  18(12. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  interesting  dispatch  in  rela- 
tion to  the  rebel  armed  steamer  Planter,  htought  out  from  Charleston 
by  eight  contrabands  and  delivered  to  our  naval  forces  off  that  i)ort. 
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You  will  |)lease  liave  the  Planter  appraised  and  the  report  of  apjjraise- 
iiient  forwarded  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal,  S.  G. 


Memorandum. 

The  following  memorandum  was  found  on  board  the  rebel  steamer 
Planter,  brought  out  of  Charleston  by  Robert  Smalls  (contraband),  on 
13th  May,  1862,  written  in  pencil  without  date  or  signature: 

The  enemy  appeared  to  be  conversant  with  the  locality  of  the  forts. 

The  channel  in  by  Martin's  Industry  gave  them  some  considerable  trouble  and 
delay. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  enemy  met  with  some  loss.  One  of  the  heavy  shot  from 
Bay  Point  struck  the  flagship  amidships  and  no  doubt  caused  some  loss  of  life. 

The  enemy  kept  up  an  animated  fire,  outflanking  with  their  light  gunboats  Hilton 
Head  Fort  to  the  westward. 

The  troops  in  the  fort  fought  with  great  courage  and  determination.  At  Bay 
Point  the  order  to  retreat  was  felt  to  be  judicious,  but  the  soldiers  were  anxious  to 
remain  and  battle  it  out  to  the  last. 

Captain  Elliott  spiked  his  guns  and  destroyed  most  of  his  ammunition. 

It  is  thought  that  20,000  Northern  troops  have  Ijiuded  on  Hilton  Head.  The  ene- 
my's facilities  were  complete,  and  from  this  time  Port  Koyal  will  be  held  at  will. 

Their  powerful  Navy  possesses  every  advantage,  but  on  the  land  their  troops  are 
bound  to  be  badly  whipped. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Font,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy 
of  an  act  of  Congress  in  the  caso  of  Boliert  Smalls  and  others. 

Navy  Department,  July  15,  18fi2. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewitli  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Smalls  and  ottier.s ;  also  a  duplicate  of  a  letter  in  reference  to 
the  same,  addressed  to  you  from  this  Department  the  0th  ultimo. 

Your  dispatch  of  the  9th  ultimo  states  the  appraisal  of  the  vessel, 
exclusive  of  the  loose  guns  sent  to  New  York,  to  be  $0,000. 

The  loose  guns  were  appraised  at. $108,  making  the  total  $9,108, 
one-half  of  which  ($4,584)  is  to  be  divided  between  Robert  Smalls  and 
his  associates. 

You  will  inform  the  Department  in  what  proportion  this  amount 
should  be  divided  between  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

tiiDEON  Welles. 
Flag-Ofificer  S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  lioyal,  S.  (). 

[Enclo.sure.] 

Navy  Department,  Jitne  «,  1862. 

Sir:  1  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  a(;t  of  Oongre.ss  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Smalls  and  others. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  last  clause  of  the  first  section. 

You  will  have  the  boat  appraised,  as  before  ordered,  and,  with  the 
appraisal,  forward  to  the  Department  the  names  of  the  a.ssociates  ot 
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Robert  Smalls,  with  the  amount  which,  in  your  opinion,  should  be 
apportioned  to  each  of  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles. 
Flag-Officer  S.  ¥.  Du  Pont, 

Gomdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  (J. 

[Subenclosure.J 
Private  No.  12. — An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Robert  Small  [s]  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  the  steam  transport  boat 
Planter,  recently  in  the  rebel  service  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and 
all  of  the  arms,  munitions,  tackle,  and  other  projjerty  on  board  of  her  at 
the  time  of  her  delivery  to  the  Federal  authorities,  to  be  appraised  by 
a  board  of  competent  officers,  and  when  the  vaine  thereof  shall  be  thus 
ascertained  to  cause  an  equitable  apportionment  of  one-half  of  such 
value  so  ascertained  as  aforesaid  to  be  made  between  llobcrt  Small[s| 
and  his  associates  who  assisted  in  rescuing  her  from  the  enemies  of  the 
Government. 

Section  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
may,  if  he  deems  it  expedient,  cause  the  sum  of  money  allotted  to  each 
individual  under  the  preceding  section  of  this  act  to  be  invested  in 
United  Sta^ea  securities  for  the  benefit  of  such  individual,  the  interest 
to  be  paid  to  him  or  to  his  heirs  annually  until  such  time  as  the  Secre- 
tary of 'the  Navy  may  deem  it  expedient  to  jjay  to  him  or  his  heirs  the 
principal  sum  as  aforesaid. 

Approved  May  30,  1862. 


Letter  of  Commander  Eodgers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  TT.  S.  S.  Wabash,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  regarding  the  flags  of  the  Planter. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 
Philadelphia,  July  15,  1862. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  I  have  the 
honor  to  send  to  you,  through  Adams  Express,  the  two  flags  of  the 
steamer  Planter,  brought  out  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  in  May  last 
by  Robert  Smalls  and  his  associates,  and  by  them  delivered  to  the 
blockading  squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  RODGERS, 

Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Wabash. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Eeport  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  apportionment  of  prize  money  to 

Bobert  Smalls  and  others. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  August  19,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  tbe  following 
apportionment  of  the  one-lialf  of  the  appraised  value  of  the  steamer 
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Planter,  with  her  armament  and  loose  guns  found  on  board,  among 
Robert  Smalls  and  his  associates: 

The  appraised  value  of  the  vessel  and  her  armament  was $9,  000 

The  appraised  value  of  loose  guns 168 

Total 9,168 

Amount  to  be  apportioned  is  one-half,  or 4,584 

To  be  distributed  as  follows : 

Robert  Smalls,  leader  of  the  party $1, 500 

John  Smalls 450 

A.  Gridiron,  old  engineer  of  Planter 450 

J.Chisholm 400 

A.  Alston 400 

G.Turno 400 

A.  Jackson 400 

W.  Morrison,  who  joined  the  Planter  after  she  left  tlie  wharf 384 

Livinia  \  Unprotected  women  of  the  party 100 

Total 4,584 

The  other  women  (not  mentioned  above)  derive  benefit  through  their 
various  relationships  to  the  men ;  these  two  have  no  such  connection, 
and  are  destitute  and  unprovided  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 
Rear- Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretdry  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Beport  of  Lieatenant  Kavenel,  C.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Military  Dist.  of  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  May  13,  1862. 

General:  I  have  to  report  that  the  steamer  Planter  was  stolen 
from  Southern  Wharf  at  between  3  and  3.30  o'clock  this  morning  and 
taken  to  the  enemy's  fleet,  oft'  the  bar,  where  she  was  visible  till  late  in 
the  forenoon.  By  telegram  from  Stoiio  this  afternoon  it  is  reported 
that  she  has  gone  south.  The  Planter  i.s  a  high  pressure,  light-draft 
boat,  drawing  ordinarily  not  more  than  3^  to  4  feet,  and  has  been 
employed  in  the  Confederate  service  in  the  transportation  of  oidnance, 
etc.,  to  and  from  the  various  posts  in  the  harbor  and  other  localities  in 
the  neighborhood.  She  was  under  the  command  of  0.  J.  Relyea  as 
master,  Samuel  B.  Smith,  a  Charleston  pilot,  being  mate,  and  Zerich 
Pitcher,  engineer,  with  a  colored  crew,  eight  in  number,  and  all  slaves. 
Neither  the  captain,  mate,  nor  engineer  were  on  board  at  the  time  of 
her  deiiarture,  notwithstanding  Paragraph  VIII,  in  Orders  No.  5,  viz: 

All  light-draft  steamers  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  will  be  in  readiness  to 
move  at  once,  their  officers  and  crews,  when  at  the  wharf,  remaining  on  board  day 
and  night. 

Four  of  her  colored  crew  and  one  of  the  colored  crew  of  the  steamer 
Etowah  are  missing,  and  are  supposed  to  be  parties  to  the  theft.  The 
Planter  was  to  have  taken  to  the  .Middle  Ground  battery  early  this 
morning  a  portion  of  the  armament  for  that  fortification,  which  had 
been  put  on  board  yesterday  afternoon,  viz,  a  banded  rifle  42,  one 
Vlllinch    columbiad,    one    Vlll-inch    seacoast   howitzer,    and    one 


826  SOUTH    ATLANTIC    BLOC^KADING   SQUADRON. 

32-poun(ler.  She  had  also  uiouuted  for  her  own  use  odb  32-pOuiider 
and  a  24:-pounder  howitzer,  and  for  use  in  Fort  Sumter  a  X-inch  colain- 
biad  carriage,  iill  of  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

From  an  examination  of  the  guard  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  whaif 
whence  the  Planter  was  stolen,  it  would  appear  that  about  8  o'clock  last 
night  two  white  men  and  a  white  woman  went  on  board  of  her,  and  as 
they  were  not  seen  to  return  it  is  supposed  that  they  have  also  gone  in 
her.  The  sentinel  on  post  about  50  yards  from  where  the  Planter  was 
moored  noticed  her  movement  from  the  wharf  at  between  3  and  3.30 
o'clock,  but  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  stop  her,  presuming  that  she 
was  but  pursuing  her  usual  business.  The  Planter,  after  leaving  the 
wharf,  proceeded  along  the  bay  as  far,  perhaps,  as  the  Atlantic  Wharf, 
where,  after  a  short  stoppage  and  the  blowing  of  her  whistle,  she  was 
turned  and  proceeded  on  her  course  to  sea.  She  passed  Fort  Sumter 
at  4.15  o'clock  and  was  reported  by  the  sentinel  on  duty  to  the  officer 
of  the  day.  She  was  supposed  to  be  the  guard  boat  and  allowed  to  pass 
without  interruption. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

F.  G.  Ravenel, 

Aid  (ie  Gamp. 

Brigadier-Cxeneral  R.  S.  Ripley, 

Second  Military  District. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  October  3,  1861. 
Leave  in   possession  of  the  navy  officers  whatever  they  claim  as 
belonging  to  that  Department. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
("aptain  (Jhilds, 

Savannah,  (ia. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  to  Lieutenant  Dozier, 
C.  S.  Navy,  declining  to  grant  furlough. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Richmond,  October  7,  1861. 
SiE:  Your  telegraph  dispatch  has  been  received. 
The  Department  declines  granting  you  a  furlough,  as  your  services 
are  required  at  New  Orleans. 

There  is  no  more  prospect  of  an  immediate  fight  with  the  enemy  at 
Charleston,  S.  V,.,  than  at  New  Orleans. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 
Captain,  in  Charge,  etc. 
Lieutenant  W.  O.  Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Neir  Orleans. 


SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.        827 

[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  October  29,  1861. 
Colonel  Mercer  was  appointed  brlgadier-geueral  to-day.    The  enemy's 
tleet  sailed  south  this  morning;  destination  unknown. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
General  [A.  R.]  Lawton, 

Savannah, 


[Telegram.] 

RiOHMOND,  November  1,  1861. 
1  have  just  received  information,  which  I  consider  entirely  reliable, 
that  the  enemy's  expedition  is  intended  for  Port  Royal. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Brigadier-General  [Thomas  F.]  Drayton, 

Beaufort,  S.  C. 


[Telcffram.] 


RiCHMi  )N1),  November  1,  1861. 
I  have  just  received  information,  which  1  consider  entirely  reliable, 
tliat  the  enemy's  expedition  is  intended  for  Port  Royal. 

J.  P.   BUNJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Brigadier-(ieueral  fRosWELL  S.]  Ripley, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  November  1,  1861. 
I  have  just  received  information,  which  I  consider  entirely  reliable, 
that  the  enemy's  expedition  is  intended  for  Port  Royal. 

J.  P.  Ben.tamin, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Governor  F[rancis]  W.  Pickens, 

Columbia,  S.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Charleston,  November  3,  1861. 
Enemy  passing  close  in,  somewhat  scattered.  Two  of  his  steauisliips 
reported  ashore  near  Geoigetown,  Crews  prisoners.  Commodore 
Tattnall  at  Port  Royal.  Am  in  connection  with  (Jeneral  Lawton  and 
General  Anderson."  Desire  authority  to  retain  seivi(-es  of  General 
Trapier,  should  the  enemy  land,  fur  a  time.  Port  Royal  to  be  reinforced 
aud  supplied  today  and  tomorrow. 

HiPLEY, 

General. 
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[Telegram.] 

Savannah,  November  4, 1861. 
The  enemy's  fleet  concentrating  between  Savannah  Eiver  and  Port 
Royal.    Point  of  attack  still  doubtful.    More  than  twenty  vessels  in 
sight. 

A.  li.  Lawton, 
Brigadier-  General. 
J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram-.J 

Chaeleston,  November  4, 1861. 
Enemy's  fleet  concentrating  between  Tybee  and  Port  Koyal.  Have 
started  reinforcements  to  General  Drayton.  Am  occupying  the  country 
inland  with  cavalry  and  concentrating  the  force  here  to  reinforce  either 
Drayton  or  Lawton.  Desire  authority  for  General  Anderson  to  reinforce 
me.    Not  much  fear  of  any  landing  north  of  Bdisto. 

li.    S.   KiPLEY. 

General  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Chaeleston,  November  5,  1861. 
Forty-one  vessels  reported  off  Beaufort.  Attack  Imminent.  Have 
requested  General  Lawton  to  reinforce  Hilton  Head  with  from  500  to 
1,000  men,  and  have  requested  General  Anderson  to  send  me  two  regi- 
nieuts  and  a  field  battery.  Will  you  confirm  the  requests!  Shall  start 
in  jjerson  as  soon  as  reserve  is  organized,  and  attack  as  soon  after  they 
land  as  I  can  reach  them. 

E.  S.  Ripley. 
General  S.  Ooopbe. 


[Telegram.] 

GOLDSBOEOTTGH,  Novemher  6,  1861. 
The  following  letter  has  just  reached  me,  having  been  picked  up  near 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Union,  addressed  by  Louis  H.  Pelouze,  act- 
ing assistant  adjutant-general,  to  the  captain  of  that  steamer: 

In  the  event  of  yonr  transport  being  separated  from  the  fleet  you  will  proceed  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  and  report  to  quartermaster  of  that  port. 

R.  C.  Gatlin, 

Brigadier-  General. 
General  S.  Coopee. 


[Telegram.] 


CoLtriCBiA,  November  13,  1861. 
Steel-dad  steamer  Fingal,  cargo  arms,  etc.,  just  run  the  blockade  and 
safe  at  Savannah.     Now  ))lease  send  me  an  order  for  arms,  as  it  is  nec- 
essary.    I  am  just  off  for  Charleston.     Arm  us  and  we  are  safe 

P.  W.  Pickens. 
President  ])Avis. 
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Special  orders  of  General  Lee,  G.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  superintendence 
of  the  armament  of  batteries  in  Charleston  Harbor  and  the  mustering 
into  service  of  South  Carolina  troops.  ^ 

Special  Ordeks,  )  Hbadquabters, 

No.  1.  )  Charleston,  S.  C,  November  16, 1861. 

I.  Commodore  lugraham,  0.  S.  Navy,  is  assigned  to  duty  in  Charles- 
ton Harbor.  He  will  superintend  the  preparation  and  arn)ament  of  the 
batteries  for  its  defense;  assign  to  duty  the  naval  ofBcers  at  Ms  dis- 
posal as  ordnance  officers  at  the  batteries,  and  execute  such  other 
orders  relative  to  the  naval  operations  in  the  harbor  as  he  may  receive 
from  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  Provisional  Navy. 

II.  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  S.  Preston,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
C.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  ordered  to  inspect  and  muster  into  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  the  war  such  troops  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina as  may  be  transferred  by  the  governor  of  the  State. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

T.  A.  Washington, 
Captain,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 


EiCHMOND,  November  18, 1861. 
We  have  sent  yon  every  naval  man  and  artillerist  we  could  lay  our 
hands  on.     In  a  few  days  I  may  possibly  get  hold  of  two  or  three  more. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 
Acting  Secretary  of  \Yar. 
General  [James  H.]  Tbapibe, 

Charleston. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  QUI,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  condition 
of  coast  batteries  from  Savannah,  Qa.,  to  Fernandina,  Flu. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  November  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  directed  in  Special  Orders,  No.  2,  Headquarters,  Coosaw- 
hatchie,  November  17,  1861,  I  proceeded  to  Fernandina  and  to  the 
batteries  along  the  coast  to  examine  the  condition  of  their  armament, 
and  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  rei)ort: 

1st.  The  batteries  on  Amelia  Island  are  not  completed;  some  of  the 
guns  are  to  be  changed,  and  others  have  yet  to  be  mounted.  These 
are,  one  10-inch  rifle  gun,  one  32-pounder  riile  gun,  three  Vlll-iuch 
columbiads,  four  army  and  four  navy  pattern  32-))ounder  guns,  two 
24-pounder  guns,  and  one  of  iield  guns,  two  3-inch  rifle  guns,  four 
6-pounder  bronze  guns,  one  6-pounder  iron  gun. 

The  guns  in  position  (barbette)  are  well  mounted,  except  an  Vlll-inch 
columbiad,  Avhich  has  an  unequal  bearing  on  the  platform.  It  is  being 
remedied  by  letting  the  pintle  bolster  deeper  into  the  pintle  cross.  In 
the  columbiad  carriages  yellow  pine  is  substituted  for  oak,  and  I 
directed  an  additional  iron  strap,  to  secure  the  braces,  to  be  added  to 
each  brace.  I  may  add  that  all  the  columbiad  carriages  on  the  coast 
are  made  of  yellow  pine,  and  are  additionally  strengthened  in  the  same 
way. 
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The  guns  are  all  supplied  with  the  necessary  equipments;  have  all 
the  imi)lemeuts  for  firing  hot  shot  and  i)reparing  and  firing  shells,  and 
are  provided  with  shot,  shells,  fuzes,  and  ammunition  for  70  rounds 
each. 

I  have  directed  a  few  articles  to  be  sent  to  Colonel  Dilworth.  He 
asked  lor  45  sabers  and  1,000  Enfield  rifles. 

2d.  The  battery  on  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  has  four  32-pounder 
naval  gnns  en  barbette.  The  carriages,  platforms,  and  guns  are  in 
excellent  order,  but  the  battery  is  almost  deficient  in  implements. 
There  are  no  shells;  50  rounds  of  powder  and  shot  for  eacli  gun. 
Orders  have  been  given  for  its  supply  at  once,  and  until  furnished 
spare  implements  and  shells  have  been  sent  from  Amelia  Island. 

3d.  The  battery  on  Jekyl  Island  has  one  42-pounder  gun  en  barbette; 
four  32-pounder  navy  guns  eii  barbette.  They  appear  to  work  well, 
and  have  each  about  GO  rounds  shot  and  shell;  not  a  sufficient  number 
of  the  latter.  This  battery  is  scantily  furnished  with  implements. 
I  have  arranged  to  send  them,  through  Lieutenant  Harden,  acting 
ordnance  officer  at  Brunswick,  all  that  will  be  required. 

4th.  St.  Simon's  batteries  have  one  X-inch  columbiad;  one  Vlll-inch 
columbiad  (in  process  of  mounting);  two  42-pounder  guns;  five 
32-pounder  guns.  The  guns  and  carriages  work  well,  except  the 
X-inch  columbiad,  which  bears  too  heavily  on  the  pintle  bolster.  This 
was  directed  to  be  remedied  by  cutting  away  a  small  part  of  the  chassis. 
The  battery  is  supplied  with  implements;  each  gun  has  about  75 
rounds  of  shot  and  shell,  with  the  ammunition.  lint  as  the  guns  are 
to  be  distributed  in  several  batteries,  I  conceive  it  proper  to  order 
additional  stores.     (See  requisition  for  depot  at  Brunswick.) 

5th.  Port  Pulaski  has  five  X-inch  columbiads  en  barbette,  six  VIII- 
iiich  columbiads  en  barbette,  two  X-inch  mortars  en  barbette,  three 
Vlll-inch  columbiads  in  casement,  two  42-pounder  guns  in  casement, 
twenty  32-pounder  guns  in  casement,  one  24-pounder  guTi,  plank  case- 
ment. The  guns  and  carriages  are  all  m  excellent  condition ;  have  an 
abundance  of  all  kinds  of  implements,  fuzes,  etc.  Each  gun  has  about 
120  rounds  of  shot  and  shell.  Some  of  the  fuzes  are  imperfect;  these 
I  am  renewing  with  new  ones  from  the  Augusta  arsenal. 

The  fuzes  in  a  number  of  instances  are  imperfect  in  several  batteries; 
as  fast  as  they  can  be  made,  others  are  supi)lied.  The  two  mortars  have 
but  70  shells  between  them.  I  have  ordered  an  additional  supply  to 
the  fort,  and  have  recommended  two  12-pounder  field  howitzers  to  be 
placed  so  as  to  flank  the  ditch. 

6th.  Fort  Jackson  (Ga.)  has  one  32-pounder  navy  gun  (rifled),  five 
32-pounder  navy  guns,  three  18-pounder  guns.  They  are  in  good  order, 
and  are  supplied,  or  being  supplied,  with  the  necessary  implements,  etc. 
Each  gun  has  about  60  rounds. 

7th.  Battery  on  Green  Island  has  one  10-inch  [sic]  rifled  gun  (caliber 
6.4),  one  X-inch  columbiad,  two  VIII  inch  columbiads,  two  42-pouuder 
guns,  four  32-pounder  guns.  The  rifle  gun  has  just  been  mounted.  I 
fired  from  it,  and  with  9^°  elevation  attained  a  range  of  about  1^  miles. 
The  guns  and  carriages  work  extremely  well;  they  have  everything  to 
make  their  fire  effective.  The  battery  is  supplied  with  about  60  rounds 
to  a  gun;  has  a  portable  shot  furnace,  which  1  tln'nk  too  small  for  this 
point. 

8th.  Thunderbolt  battery  has  one  Vlll-inch  gun  (columbiad),  three 
l8-i)ounder  guns.  The  battery  is  in  good  order,  and  has  about  50  rounds 
to  a  gun. 

The  batteries  in  the  neighborhood  of  Savannah  are  well  served,  and 
with  the  allowance  of  ammunition  will  do  very  ettective  service. 
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I  liave  advised  in  every  (^ase  the  ad<)i)tioii  of  ricochet  firing.  This, 
if  the  guns  are  not  fired  too  rapidly,  will,  in  uiy  opinion,  enable  all  the 
batteries  to  make  a  good  defense  against  shipping.  To  make  the  men 
more  deliberate,  particularly  in  the  commencement  of  an  action,  the 
gunners  should  not  be  permitted  to  fire  but  a  certain  number  of  rounds 
in  an  hour,  and  the  loading  be  by  "detail." 

There  has  been  some  trouble  in  firing  shell  from  several  of  the  bat- 
teries; the  fuzes  in  some  instances  were  imperfect  and  the  fuze  plugs 
improperly  driven  in  others.  1  have  made  arrangements  for  a  new  sup- 
])ly  of  fuzes  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  supplied  at  the  Augusta  arsenal, 
and  have  giveu  instructions  so  as  to  inauretheproper  loading  of  shells, 
etc. 

Some  of  the  regiments  on  the  coast  are  armed  with  shotguns  and 
sporting  rifles.  Tliey  have  little- or  no  ammunition.  I  propose  to  put 
up  for  the  shotguns  a  blank  cartridge,  to  fire  a  small  linen  bag  contain- 
ing twelve  buckshot.  I  requested  the  StHte  ordnance  officer  to  give 
me  the  calibers  of  tlie  rities,  to  make  fixed  ammunition  for  them.  I  will 
furnish  each  regiment  with  a  caliber  gauge,  and  it  will  enable  them  to 
furnish  me  with  the  kind  and  quantity  of  cartridges  required. 

Fire  and  light  balls,  rockets,  fuzes,  port  fires,  fixed  ammunition,  and 
cannon  powder,  implements,  and  gun  carriages  are  required  most  at 
present.  These  I  have  been  engaged  on  at,  Augusta  arsenal,  and  I  will 
repair  thither  and  push  the  force  employed  there  as  nuich  as  possible 
ill  supplying  tlie  above  deficiency.  I  find  it  necessary  to  be  there  to 
superintend  the  works  in  construction,  as  there  is  no  one  there  <if  suffi- 
cient experience  in  artillery  or  ordnance  duties  to  direct  matters. 

In  an  order  from  the  ordnance  officer,  received  in  October,  I  was 
directed  to  obtain  reports  from  all  the  butteries  along  the  coast  of 
Georgia  and  Florida  as  far  as  Apalachicola.  with  the  view  of  furnishing 
those  batteries  with  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  Some  of  these 
reports  have  been  received,  and  I  will  prepare  the  arsenal  to  supply 
their  wants. 

In  conclusion   I  will  state  that  the  powder  mills  at  the  arsenal  have 

been  delayed  in  their  work.     On  my  return  there  I  will  work  them  at 

once  night  and  day,  and  expect  to  turn  out  from  IHH)  to  500  pounds  of 

cannon  fpowderj  per  day.     If  ])()ssible,  this  amount  shall  be  increased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  Gill, 
TAeutenant- Colonel,  Ordnance  Officer. 

Captain  T.  A.  WASHIN&TON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Letter  from  Louis  Heylif/er  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  blockade 
runners  Theodora^  and  Isabel. 

Charleston,  [S.  O.J,  December  i,  isai. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  yesterday  and  telegraphed  to  you  that  we  wouhl 
get  off  to-night.  Such  is  still  the  intention,  the  only  difficulty  being  the 
completion  of  the  crew,  but  that  we  fully  expect  to  get  through  with 
this  afternoon. 

The  Theodora  has  75  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  of  which  55  cost  8  cents, 
quality  middling,  and  20  good  middling,  8J  cents.  Amount  of  invoice, 
$2,6;j7.40. 

The  steamer  Isabel  got  off  last  iiiL'ht  for  Nassau,  dispatched  by  John 
Fraser  &  Co.,  with  800  bales  of  cotton. 
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I  got  the  bill  for  £3,000  at  25  per  cent  premium.    It  is  drawn  by  the 
State  Bank  on  the  Royal  Bank  of  Liverpool. 

Please  present  my  best  regards  to  my  friend  St.  Martin  and  to  Messrs, 
Kennea  &  Declouet,  and  believe  me, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyliger. 

Hon.  J.  F.  Benjamin, 

/Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  E.  J.  Arthur  to  Hon.  W.  W.  Boyce  urging  attention  to  the 
serious  condition  of  affairs  in  South  Carolina. 

OoLTiMBiA,  S.  C,  December  7,  1S61. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  2d  instant  did  not  reach  me  until  yesterday. 
1  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  my  petition.- 

In  relation  to  Charleston,  I  have  unpleasant  news  to  communicate, 
which  will  probably  have  reached  you  before  this  does.  I  must  believe 
the  General  Government  has  been  kept  in  the  dark  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  South  Carolina.  Last  night  a  dispatch  was 
received  here  that  an  innumerable  fleet  had  appeared  off  Charleston,  and 
every  man  that  could  be  had  was  called  for.  General  Jones  told  me 
that  our  whole  effective  strength  from  Charleston  to  Savannah  was 
7,000  men,  scuttered  along  the  line  of  the  Savannah  and  Charleston 
Eailroatl.  I  learn  this  morning  that  the  slaves  of  the  islands  are  flock- 
ing in  large  numbers  to  the  Yankees.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  from  all  the 
information  I  can  get,  that  the  result  of  the  Port  Eoyal  affair  has  been 
entirely  to  destroy  confidence  in  their  general  oflBcers,  more  particularly 
in  Drayton  and  Kipley.  I  have  heard  that  a  prominent  officer  who  was 
at  Port  Eoyal  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  difficult  again 
to  bring  the  men  who  were  in  that  engagement  up  to  the  fighting  point 
under  the  lead  of  their  present  generals.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
the  troops  have  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  skill  or  ability  of  their 
general  officers. 

It  seems  to  be  pretty  generally  conceded  that  if  the  Yankee  fleet  of 
gunboats  choose  to  do  so  they  can  easily  run  the  gantlet  of  Forts 
Sumter  and  Moultrie.    Charleston  is  in  a  perfect  jjanic. 

Do  you  not  think  our  President  and  his  advisers  have  been  outgener- 
aled by  the  Yankees  keeping  up  the  appearance  of  an  advance  upon 
Manassas  and  drawing  all  the  effective  men  of  the  South  to  that  point 
whilst  they  have  been  preparing  the  most  enormous  expeditions  for  the 
South  Carolina  coast,  where  we  are  most  vulnerable  and  least  protected, 
and  where  an  effective  blow  struck  would  do  more  to  crush  the  rebel- 
lion, as  they  call  it,  than  anywhere  else.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
Charleston  and  tlie  whole  lower  country  of  South  Carolina  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  before  the  1st  of  January  unless  President 
Davis  will  send  us  large  reinforcements  or  else  send  us  a  general  like 
Beauregard,  in  whom  the  army  has  confidence.  With  Lee,  Eipley,  and 
Drayton  we  are  gone,  and  the  whole  State  is  liable  to  be  overrun. 

Can  yon  not  do  something  for  us?  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  an 
alarmist,  but  I  do  assure  you  the  most  confident  of  our  people  here  are 
evidently  seriously  alarmed  at  the  present  state  of  affairs. 

For  God's  sake  send  us  more  troops  or  a  good  general. 
Truly,  your  friend, 

E.  J.  Arthur, 

Hon.  W.  W.  Boyce, 
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Letter  from  Louis  Heyliger  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  his  arrival 
at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  in  the  steamer  Theodora,  in  disabled 
condition. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  10, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  just  iiirived  here  in  distress.  Twenty-four  hours 
alter  leavingOharlestoii  weeucouiitercd  heavy  weather, which  increased 
to  a  gale,  and  during  forty-eight  hours  we  battled  for  life  inch  by  inch, 
expecting  every  moment  to  go  to  the  bottom.  Tlie  water  in  the  hold 
was  up  to  our  ash  pans.  It  was  a  torril)]e  time,  and  we  had  all  given 
ourselves  up  as  lost.  The  captain,  engineers,  and  crew  behaved  nobly. 
The  forward  works  were  stove  in,  but  the  hull  has  suffered  no  injury — 
at  least  1  hope  so.  Probably  tlie  lower  tier  of  cotton  is  damaged.  She 
will  have  to  be  recalked  and  examined.  A  portion  of  her  guards  will 
have  to  be  cut  off.  Indeed,  we  ought  never  to  have  gone  to  sea  with 
the  guards.  It  is  altogether  too  dangeious  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
This  will  cause  a  detention  here  of  several  days,  and  an  expenditure, 
including  coal,  of  probably  $000  to  -1^1,000.  I  ascertained  an  hour  after 
my  arrival  that  a  British  dispatch  boat  was  to  leave  for  Havana  during 
the  day,  and  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Adderly  the  governor  has 
allowed  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  give  me  a  passage.  I  intend, 
therefore,  to  leave  immediately,  iind  arrange  with  Mr.  Helm  so  that 
there  may  be  no  unnecessary  delay  in  getting  cargo  at  Cardenas.  I 
trust  you  will  approve  of  this. 

If  the  cotton,  or  rather  a  small  portion  of  it,  is  only  slightly  wet,  I  have 
told  the  Ciptain  to  bring  it  all  on  to  Cardenas.  If  some  of  the  bales 
should  be  badly  damaged,  they  may  as  well  be  disposed  of  here. 

This  letter  goes  by  the  Gladiator,  Captain  Bird,  who,  I  hope  to  God, 
will  run  the  blockade  safely.  Her  cargo  is  immensely  valuable;  but 
you  will  know  all  about  this.  Captain  P>ird  was  instructed  to  meet 
Helm  here,  and  was  greatly  disappointed  in  not  finding  him.  As  it 
would  not  do  for  the  steamer  to  remain  here  for  any  length  of  time,  the 
captain  has  concluded  to  go  to-morrow,  taking  with  him  as  pilot  Mr. 
Lockwood,  a  brother  of  our  captain,  who  came  out  on  the  Isabel. 
Rather  than  that  he  should  have  failed  in  getting  the  right  man,  I 
would  have  given  up  my  captain,  for  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  is 
worth  ten  Theodoras. 

The  affair  of  the  Trent  I  find  creates  a  universal  feeling  of  indigna- 
tion among  the  Britishers.  I  heard  an  officer  say  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  resent  it  becomingly  he  would  forever  renounce  his  title 
as  Englishman. 

Eemember  me  kindly  to  St.  Martin  and  to  Messrs.  Kennea  & 
Declouet,  and  believe  me,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Heyliger. 

Hon.  J.  P.  BEN.JAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 


Report  of  General  Lee,  G.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  mustering  of  State 
regiments  into  the  Confederate  service  and  the  condition  of  Southern 
defenses. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  December  16,  1861. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  Sthinstant,  forwarded  from  Coosawhatchie,  has 
just  been  received.    Two  of  the  batteries,  Thornton's  and  Leake's,  and 
N  w  R — VOL  12 53 


834  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

two  of  the  regiments,  [Alfred  S.j  Fulton's  and  [John  H.]  Savage's,  men- 
tioned in  your  letter,  have  arrived.  I  hope  the  others  named  will  be 
dispatched  without  delay.  ^ 

I  liave  notified  (iovernors  Pickens  and  Brown  that  unless  they  had 
troops  from  their  States  "for  the  war"  ready  to  receive  the  arms  at 
my  disposal  I  should  issue  them  to  regiments  from  other  States  that 
have  offered  themselves  for  service  in  this  dejtartmeut.  On  being 
informed  by  General  Lawton  that  he  had  been  advised  by  Governor 
Brown  that  he  had  none  from  Georgia,  1  directed  him  to  arm  the  Mis- 
sissippi regiment.  Colonel  Dowd.  On  the  application  of  General 
Trapier  for  reinforcements,  having  no  other  regiment  available,  I  have 
directed  General  Lawton  to  send  the  Mississippi  regiment  to  Fernau- 
diiia,  where  they  have  only  l,.3(t(»  men. 

The  Mississippi  regiment,  with  some  Georgia  companies  that  have 
been  mustered  into  the  Confederate  States  service  for  the  war,  will 
absorb  all  the  arms  intended  for  Georgia  troops.  There  are  several 
com]>anies  in  this  State  organized  for  the  war,  recently  raised  and 
unarmed,  attached  to  Colonels  Orr's  and  Dunovant's  regiments,  that 
will  require  so  many  arms  as  not  to  leave  more  than  sufficient  for  one 
regiment.  If  a  regiment  is  not  furnished  by  South  Carolina  I  will 
receive  either  Colonel  Mitchell's  or  Colonel  C.  C.  Lee's  regiment  from 
North  Carolina.  The  latter  officer  is  a  graduate  of  the  West  Point 
Academy,  and  1  believe  before  his  recent  resignation  was  in  the  ord- 
nance corps.  He  served  in  Virginia  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  Colonel 
[Daniel  H.]  Hill's  regiment.  North  Carolina  volunteers. 

Could  more  arms  be  had  for  troops  for  the  war,  J  believe  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  men.  There  is  great  need  of  more 
heavy  guns;  but,  knowing  the  constant  demand  in  every  section  of  the 
countiy  for  arms  and  ammunition,  hesitate  to  make  requisitions.  If, 
however,  twenty  could  be  spared  for  tliis  department,  they  would  be  of 
great  benefit — VIII  or  X  inch  guns,  42  and  32  pounders,  for  water 
defense,  and  VHI  inch  howitzers,  24-pounders,  or  less,  for  land  defense. 

The  land  defenses  around  the  city,  commencing  on  the  coast  side  of 
James  Island,  extending  to  Wappoo  Creek,  thence  to  Ashley  River, 
across  the  neck  between  Ashley  and  Cooper,  and  from  the  branch 
through  Christ's  Parish  to  the  sound,  are  in  good  state  of  progress 
and  will  now  give  steadiness  and  security  to  our  troops  in  any  advance 
of  the  eiremy  from  any  of  those  ((uarters  and  afford  time  to  move 
troops  to  meet  them.  The  works  have  been  mostly  constructed  by 
labor  furnished  by  the  planters,  i  hoi)e  they  will  be  completed  this 
week.  The  batteries  in  the  harbor  are  in  good  condition,  and  if  prop- 
erly served  should  arrest  the  approach  by  the  channel.  Wappoo  Creek 
is  also  provided  with  batteries  in  addition  to  those  previously  con- 
structed at  the  mouth  of  the  Stono,  which  should  stop  vessels  by  that 
direction.  They  form  part  of  the  lines  of  land  defense  and  points  of 
support  where  they  touch  the  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  E.  Leb, 
General,  Gommanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Letter  from  I).  T.  Bishie  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  the  arrival  of 
the  steamer  Gladiator  at  Nassau,  New  Frovidence,  and  suggesting  meas- 
ures for  the  transfer  of  cargo  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Steamship  Gladiator, 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  111  the  absence  here  of  any  one  more  fully  authorized,  1  deem 
it  my  duty  to  make  the  following  report  to  your  Department: 

On  the  4th  ultimo,  at  the  suggestion  of  Hon.  A.  U.  Maun,  I  accepted 
the  charge  of  the  cargo  of  this  vessel,  which  was  then  to  have  left  on 
the  ()th,  but  for  some  reason  did  not  sail  until  tlie  10th.  Before  leaving, 
Gajitain  (J.  Huse,  Confederate  agent,  handed  uie  very  full  and  explicit 
instructions  in  reference  to  the  landing  and  storing  of  the  cargo,  but 
gave  me  no  control  over  the  movements  of  the  shi])  before  reaching  a 
Confederate  port.  The  cargo,  as  j'ou  arc  doubtless  aware,  is  very 
valuable,  (;onsistiug  of  Bulield  rifles,  munitions,  medicines,  etc.,  costing 
ill  England,  I  was  informed  by  Colonel  M..  something  like  $850,000. 

On  the  voyage  out  we  encountered  much  rough  weatlier  and  shipped 
some  heavy  seas,  one  of  which  carried  .iway  the  fore  hatchway.  1 
have,  however,  made  several  personal  examinations  of  the  cargo  so  far 
as  it  was  possible,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  it  apparently  in  good 
condition  and  the  shi])  free  from  leakage. 

We  reached  Tenerifife  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  November,  where 
the  captain  was  ordered  to  take  in  sufficient  additional  coal  to  carry 
him  across  the  Atlantic.  He  could  only  get  40  tons,  however,  out  of 
100  he  required,  and  this,  too,  only  after  a  delay  of  two  days.  To  this 
delay  and  fwilure  to  get  coal  must  be  in  a  great  measure  ascribed  our 
being  hemmed  in  here  at  present. 

We  arrived  here  on  the  morning  of  tlie  9th  instant.  It  was  neces- 
sary, as  1  have  just  intimated,  to  take  in  coal  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
of  supply  at  Teneriffe.  The  captain's  orders  were  to  make  tlie  port, 
however,  in  any  case,  where  Mr.  Helm,  the  agent  of  your  Department 
at  Havana,  was  to  meet  us  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  latest  informa- 
tion of  the  United  States  blockading  vessels,  to  designate  our  ])ort  of 
entry,  and  to  furnish  us  a  pilot.  We,  however,  found  neither  Mr.  Helm, 
nor  instructions,  nor  i  pilot.  Fortunately  the  Isabel  {Ella  Warley),  from 
Charleston,  was  here,  and  Captain  Bird  succeeded  in  engaging  their 
pilot.  Two  days  were  required  to  ship  our  coal,  and  before  it  was  in 
the  U.  S.  gunboat  Flambeau  came  into  the  harbor  under  circumstances 
that  leave  no  doubt  that  she  came  expressly  for  us,  and  will,  in  all 
probability,  wait  fo  take  us  when  we  go  out.  Her  Otticers  have  been 
heard  to  say  that  they  shall  not  move  an  inch  for  the  Theodora  or  Ulla 
Warley,  as  the  Gladiator  is  the  one  tliey  came  for  and  intend  to  have. 

1  am  perfectly  satisfied,  and  so  is  Captain  Bird,  that  information  of 
the  sailing  of  this  vessel  (Gladiator)  -was  transmitted  from  England  to 
Washington.  Captain  Bird  says  the  custom-house  officers  in  London 
intimated  to  him  their  virtual  knowledge  of  our  destination,  and  gave 
him  friendly  warning  that  several  persons  had  been  making  a  very 
critical  examination  of  the  custom-house  books.  The  chief  mate  was 
told  two  or  three  days  before  we  sailed,  as  a  secret,  that  the  Gladiator 
was  to  run  the  blockade.  The  second  mate  received  similar  information 
from  another  source,  and  two  days  before  sailing  two  persons  in  a 
small  boat  were  off  broadside  in  the  stream  for  several  hours  a,ppar- 
ently  engaged  in  making  a  careful  sketch  of  her  build,  rig,  etc.  I  was 
hardly  surprised  at  this  when  I  learned  that  her  cargo  was  put  in 
without  the  slightest  disguise,  the  cases  of  muskets  being  so  labeled 
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in  large,  plain  letters,  the  cartridges  ditto,  and  tlie  powder  in  the  well- 
known,  ordinary  packages  of  that  article.  Neither  Mr.  Scott,  who  was 
to  have  carried  the  dispatches  to  Eichmond,  Mr.  Fry,  who  takes  this, 
nor  myself,  however,  knew  even  the  name  of  the  vessel  until  the  day 
she  left.  We  were  not  surprised,  therefore,  to  find  the  Flambeau  so 
close  upon  us. 

There  are  now  two  steamers  here  and  one  fast-sailing  sloop  belong- 
ing to  Charleston.  Were  Mr.  Helm  or  anyone  else  here  authorized  to 
order  it,  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  could  be  easily  divided  among  those 
three  vessels  and  our  own  with  a  moral  certainty  that  three  out  of  the 
four  would  run  the  blockade.  As  it  is,  we  run  into  the  very  jaws  of  cap- 
ture if  we  start  alone,  as  our  vessel  is  a  craft  of  less  than  8^  miles  aver- 
age speed  and  totally  unprovided  with  cannon  for  defense.  But  Mr. 
Helm  is  not  here.  As  our  coming  was  announced  by  the  letters  which 
lelt  London  on  the  2d  November,  and  which  must  have  reached  iiim  on 
the  22d,  1  fear  that  illness,  cai)ture,  or  other  disability  must  have  pre- 
A'ented  his  coming,  and  although  we  have  written  him  from  here,  urging 
him  to  come  immediately,  feel  much  doubt  in  reference  to  it. 

Under  these  circumstauces,  1  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  send  you  this 
communication,  and,  further,  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  Mr.  Helm's 
reaching  here,  the  great  value  of  the  cargo,  and  the  importaiicf  of  Its 
early  and  safe  arrival,  beg  to  suggest: 

First.  The  propriety  of  sending  the  Theodora,  which  carries  this,  back 
again  for  a  part  of  our  cargo. 

Second.  That  your  Department  send  to  myself  or  Captain  Bird  au- 
thority to  divide  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  between  the  Ella  Warley, 
Theodores,  the  schooner  before  spoken  of,  and  herself.  The  steamers 
Theodora  and  Warley  are  both  far  swifter  than  the  Gladiator,  and  the 
schooner,  in  a  fair  wind,  not  much  slower.  Thus  divided,  the  fleet  might 
run  out  in  face  of  the  gunboat  and  endeavor  to  outstrip  her,  or  depart 
singly.  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  changing  cargo  in  a  neutral  port, 
but  tliink  it  may  be  managed. 

Third.  That  the  Theodora  bring  out  a  few  cannon,  by  which  she,  the 
Isabel,  and  schooner  can  make  light.  This,  however,  is  only  a  casual 
suggestion. 

I  have  ventured  also  to  enclose  some  suggestions  for  the  loading,  etc., 
of  future  cargoes  from  England  for  your  Department.  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  the  liberty  for  the  sake  of  tiie  motive.  Mr.  Fry,  the  bearer  of 
this,  can  give  you  any  further  needed  information. 

I  have  the  honor  of  bearing  letters  of  introduction  from  Colonel  Mann 
to  members  of  the  Cabinet,  with  memoranda  of  suggestions  which  he 
wished  me  to  make  to  them  verbiilly.  I  had  the  honor  of  an  introduc- 
tion to  yon  in  June  last,  in  Kichmoiid,  and  am  known  to  his  Excellency 
Governor  Letcher,  ex-rresident  Tyler,  etc.,  in  Richmond. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  BiSBiE. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  etc. 

Siifji/eslioii^. 

1st.  To  charter  or  purchase  no  vessel  whose  former  log  book,  on  actual 
trial,  under  all  circumstances,  does  not  show  a  speed  of  13  to  1,5  miles 
average. 

2(1.  To  make  the  amount  of  the  charter  or  purchase  money  dependent 
in  i)art  on  the  success  of  the  run,  so  as  to  make  the  owner  or  agent 
interested  in  maintaining  that  secrecy  necessary  to  success. 
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3d.  That  the  steamer  bought  or  chartered  should,  if  possible,  be 
taken  out  of  some  regular  trade — as  from  London  to  Cadiz;  that  her 
cargo,  if  arms,  etc.,  should  be  in  disguised  packages  directed  to  real 
persons  at  the  place  or  places  to  which  the  steamer  formerly  ran  (which 
names  the  parties  shipping  would,  of  course,  know),  and  that  the 
steamer  load  at  her  usual  wharf  or  dock,  in  her  usual  way,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  excite  no  attention,  without  a  single  soul  around  her 
knowing  anything  about  the  cargo  or  its  destination  except  the  ship- 
ping agent  or  firm,  who,  as  above  suggested,  would  be  interested  in 
complete  secrecy. 

4th.  That  powder,  which  is  not  allowed  to  be  loaded  in  London,  be 
placed  on  board  some  small  vessel,  directed  to  parties  in  some  other 
port  of  England,  France,  etc.,  and  quietly  put  on  board  the  steamer  at 
her  first  night's  anchoring  in  the  [English]  Channel. 

5th.  That  at  this  point,  also,  the  captain  and  crew  intended  to  run 
the  blockade  take  charge  of  the  vessel. 

Cth.  That  each  ship  should  have  two  pilots,  previously  sent  over 
from  the  Confederate  States,  who  are  perfectly  familiar  with  the  coast; 
that  she  should  carry  coal  enough  to  make  the  entire  trip,  and  hn  ve 
iroTi,  steel,  and  tools  enough  on  board  to  make  any  necessary  repairs 
to  boilers  or  machinery  on  her  way  out. 

A  vessel  so  loaded  and  provideil  would  only  have  to  select  some  port 
on  this  or  some  other  West  India  island  as  points  of  enquiry  (even  if 
that  were  necessary),  and  proceed  at  once  U)  the  (Confederate  States 
with  almost  a  positive  certainty  of  running  the  blockade  successfully. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Ueport  of  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  regardino  the  need  of  f/uns  for  land 

defense. 

Headquarters, 
Coosaichatchie,  S.  C,  December  20,  ISdl. 
Sir:  I  am  much  in  need  of  guns  for  land  defense  and  the  protection 
of  the  rivers  extending  into  the  country.  I  have  understood  that  there 
are  carronades  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  unemployed.  I'lease,  if  prac- 
ticable, send  me  eight  42-pounder  carronades  on  cliassis  carriages,  with 
a  supply  of  shot,  gra])e,  shell,  and  primers,  implements,  etc.,  complete, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1{.  E.  Lee, 
General,  Commanding. 

Hon.  J.  P.  BEN.TAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Endorsements.] 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Gorgas,  for  immediate  attc^ntion. 


.1.  P.  P.. 


On  the  I7th  December  tlii-ee  .32-poundei-  heavy  guns,  on  the  lilst 
December  two  Vlll-inch  colunibiads,  were  sent  General  Lee,  and 
to  morrow  one  Vlll-inch  colunibiad  and  one  24-pounder  siege  gun  will 
be  sent. 

Very  respectfully, 

LfAKDNER]  Gibbon, 

(Jajdain. 
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December  30,  18fil. 
Eight  42-pounder  carronades  were  sent  from  Norfolk  navy  yard  to 
General  Lee  December  27,  as  per  invoice  received  from  Commodore 
Fairfax.    The  ammunition  will  be  sent  from  here  to  day. 

J.  GOEGAS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Chief  of  Ordnance. 


Letter  from  John  Fraser  &  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  regarding 
the  reported  arrival  of  blockade  rtmners  at  Nassau,  New  I'rovidence. 

OhAKLESTON,  [S.  C],  J^ecember  23, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Theodora,  at  Wilmington,  brings  intelligence  of  the 
arrival  tit  Nassau  of  the  steamer  Isabel  {Ella  Warley)  and  schooner 
Prince  of  Wales  from  this  port,  both  with  cotton  hence,  which  we  des- 
tine for  Liverpool.  Our  ship  Eliza  Bonsall  had  also  arrived  there  with 
an  assorted  cargo,  partly  owned  here.  The  Gladiator  had  also  arrived, 
but  not  having  had  any  letters  by  her,  we  enclose  you  the  within  from 
a  stranger,  of  whom  we  have  no  knowledge,  but  it  may  be  useful.  It 
seems  matter  of  regret  that  the  Theodora  did  not  bring  a  part  of  the 
Gladiator's  cargo. 

We  are  dispatching  the  steamer  Carolina  hence  to  Nassau,  to  sail 
about  Thursday  or  Friday  next — upon  reflection,  the  holidays  inter- 
vening, say  Monday  next — and  if  tlie  Government  desires  to  avail  of 
the  oppArtunity  for  passage  of  agents  or  transmission  of  dispatches 
have  the  kindness  to  keep  her  in  view.  This  vessel,  though  a  good 
seaboat,  is  exceedingly  light  draft  and  will  meet  with  but  little  trouble 
around  Nassau,  we  hope. 

The  Ella  ^yarley  is  taking  some  of  the  FAiza  lionsall's  cargo  for  this 
place.     She  is  under  British  colors. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Jno.  Fraser  &  (Jo. 

llou.  0.  G.  Memminger. 

[Ent^losure.] 

Steamer  Theodora,  December  20,  1861. 
Gentlemen:  Having  ])iomised  Captain  Bird,  of  the  steamship 
Gladiator  (consigned  to  your  care),  that  I  would  call  upon  you  and 
explain  the  position  of  that  vessel,  but  having  succeeded  in  running 
the  blockade  at  a  different  point  from  what  I  expected,  and  having  no 
business  to  take  me  to  Charleston,  1  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you 
a  few  lines  for  the  purpose  of  acquitting  myself  of  the  promise.  It  is, 
perhaps,  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  write,  for  Captain  Lockwood, 
who  promises  to  deliver  this,  will  be  able  to  explain  to  you  (juite 
fully  the  nature  of  the  blockade  from  which  the  Gladiator  is  suli'eriug. 
1  will  simply  state  that  we  left  Gravesend  on  the  10th  of  November 
with  a  cargo  of  inestimable  value  for  the  Confederate  States  Army, 
with  instructions  to  proceed  to  Teneriffe  and  coal  and  then  to  go  to 
Nassau  to  meet  Mr.  Helm.  We  had  difficulty  in  procuring  coal  at 
Teneriffe  in  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  French  and  Spanish 
steamers  taking  in  coal  for  the  Mexican  expedition,  and  we  were 
finally  comi)elled  to  leave  with  an  insuttident  quantity.  We  reached 
Nassau  on  Monday,  the  !tth  of  this  month,  and  to  our  great  annoyance 
Mr.  Helm  was  not  vhere.    The  weather  we  had  just  before  running 
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into  Nassau  was  of  a  magnificent  character  for  raiming  tlie  blockade, 
but,  uiifoituiiately,  we  had  iioi)ilot,  nor,  indeed,  had  tlie  captain  author- 
ity to  deviate  from  the  presciibed  course.  On  eur  arrival  we  found 
the  steamer  Isabella,  from  Charleston,  the  captain  of  which  was  kind 
enough  to  let  us  have  his  excellent  pilot.  It  was  necessary  to  make 
some  alterations  to  the  machinery,  in  order  to  increase  her  speed, 
and  to  take  a  few  tons  of  coal  on  board.  This  would  have  detained 
us  until  Thursday  morning.  On  Wednesday  morning,  to  our  great 
disgust,  the  Federal  steamer  Flambeau,  mounting  two  guns,  came  into 
port,  and  the  Oladiator  was  effectually  blockaded.  Tlie  captain  did 
not  dare  venture  out,  as  the  Flambeau  is  a  much  faster  vessel  and 
would  overhaul  the  Gladiator  without  trouble.  Tlie  great  mistake, 
indeed,  has  been  to  send  so  slow  a  vessel  on  such  an  exi)edition. 
Thinking  that  if  no  other  vessels  came  to  the  assistance  of  the  Flambeau 
it  might  not  be  impossible  to  send  some  vessel  which  might  be  more  than 
a  match  for  her  and  extricate  the  Gladiator  from  her  embarrassment, 
I  arranged  with  the  officers  before  leaving  a  series  of  signals  by  which 
she  could  be  informed  by  any  vessel  sent  to  her  relief  of  her  character 
before  entering  the  harbor,  and  could  in  return  inform  her  if  there  were 
any  more  Yankee  gunboats  in  the  harbor  and  the  number  of  guns  they 
carry.  From  what  I  heard  of  vessels  outside  I  fear  this  will  be  of  no 
use,  but  should  the  information  be  desired  I  would  readily  communi- 
cate— nay,  if  desired,  would  even  accompany  an  expedition  sent  out 
with  prospects  of  success. 

I  remain,  respectfully, 

Wm.  D.  Hoyt, 

Athens,  Ga. 
^Messrs.  John  Fraser  &  Oo. 

As  the  passage  money  demanded  on  the  Gladiator  was  very  large 
(£90),  I  asked  the  gentlemen  who  sent  her  out,  before  leaving  London, 
if  I  found  it  necessary  to  come  from  the  West  Indies  on  another  vessel 
if  they  would  pay  my  fare.  They  said  they  would.  I  think  1  am  thus 
fairly  entitled  to  the  £6  paid  for  my  passage  on  this  vessel.  I  mention 
it  now  to  you,  as  I  intend  applying  for  this  sum  according  to  our  agree- 
ment. I  do  not  know  of  whom  to  request  it  at  present,  but  when  the 
opportunity  occurs  I  shall  make  application. 

Eespectfully,  W.  D.  H. 

Letter  from  John  Fraser  &  Go.  to  the  Seeretanj  of  War  refjardinf/  instruc- 
tions for  the  transportation  of  the  Gladiator's  cargo  from  Nassau,  New 
Providence. 

Charleston,  [S.  C],  December  28,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  today  is  just  received.  The  Ella 
Warley  will  have  left,  we  think,  long  before  the  Carolina  can  reach 
Nassau.  We  had  provided  a  cargo  for  the  latter  vessel  also,  but  we 
will  give  instructions  to  have  the  goods  by  the  Gladiator  brought  in 
preference  to  all  others,  or  so  much  of  them  as  the  Carolina  can  safely 
bring.  We  have  sent  you  a  telegram  to  the  eiiect  of  the  foregoing. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

Jno.  Fraser  &  Co. 

Hon.  J,  P,  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond. 
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Letter  from   Captain   Ingraham,  C.  S.  Wavy,  to  the  Secretary     '  War 
in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  the  steamer  Theodora. 

Charleston,  [S.  C],  December  39,  1861. 
Sir:  The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  informed  me  the 
War  Department  would  pay  for  the  purchase  of  the  steamer  Theodora 
and  her  outfit.  It  is  now  upward  of  a  month  since,  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  purchased  the  steamer  for  the  sum  of  $60,000 
cash,  payable  in  Con  federate  bonds.  Mr.  Porcher,  one  of  the  owners, 
at  my  request,  paid  all  tjje  disbursements  from  his  private  funds,  the 
vouchers  for  whicli  I  sent  some  time  since.  May  I  hope  the  Depart- 
ment will  forward  the  money  and  bonds  to  meet  these  payments  as 
early  as  possible,  as  Mr.  Porcher  is  put  to  great  inconvenience  from 
this  outlay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  N.  Ingraham, 
Captain,  G.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Report  of  Commander  McBlair,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  defenseless  con- 
dition of  his  command  in  Florida. 

Fernandina,  February  24,  1802. 

Dear  "Captain  :  I  feel  some  embarrassment  growing  out  of  my  posi- 
tion, half  military  and  half  naval,  in  addressing  an  official  communica 
tion  to  the  Secretary  relative  to  tlie  atf airs  of  my  command;  but  things 
are  in  such  a  condition  here  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  certain  liacts 
and  views  before  him.  As  my  command  is  of  the  naval  defenses  of  the 
place,  perha|)S,  indeed,  1  might  be  blamed  for  remaining  silent  any 
longer.  It  is  the  very  general  belief  here  that  our  position  has  be- 
come very  critical.  Late  develoi)ments  indicate  that  the  attack  on  this 
place  will  be  made  with  vessels  of  light  draft,  mounting  heavy  gnns. 
Burnside's  fleet  is  of  that  description.  He  could  not  have  ojjerated  in 
Pamlico  and  Albemarle  sounds  with  vessels  drawing  over  7  feet  ot 
water.  Since  the  removal  of  the  batteries  at  Saint  Simon's  and  Jekyl 
islands  the  enemy  has  entire  control,  whenever  they  choose  to  take  it, 
of  the  inland  passage  between  this  and  Savannah,  and  the  strong  prob- 
abilities are  that  when  an  attack  is  made  here  the  approach  will  lie  from 
that  direction.  You  are  aware  that  all  our  heavy  guns  are  disposed  so 
as  to  command  the  main  ship  channel.  They  are  mounted  at  Fort 
Clinch  and  on  the  sand  batteries  stretching  eastwardly.  Turn  this 
defense  and  Amelia  Island  is  completely  at  the  mercy  of  a  fleet  even  of 
an  inconsiderable  size.  That  this  can  be  done,  and  with  little  or  no 
risk,  no  one  acfjuainted  with  these  localities  can  entertain  a  reasonable 
doubt.  A  fleet  approaching  west  of  Cumberland  Island,  turning  up  the 
Saint  Mary's  River  and  following  it  to  its  Junction  with  Bell's  liiver, 
and  pursuing  the  last  to  its  debouchment  into  Amelia,  opposite  the 
town  of  Fernandina,  would  avoid  the  range  of  our  sea  batteries  and 
only  have  to  encounter  a  small  battery  of  four  guns  commanding  the 
month  of  Bell's  Eiver.  The  guns  on  this  last  battery  are  two  light  32- 
pounders,  one  24-pounder,  and  one  8  inch  rifie.  Everything  points  to 
that  mode  of  approach  and  invites  it.  Indeed,  it  would  be  to  the  last 
degree  rash  and  absurd  for  the  enemy  to  make  a  detour  and  attemjjt 
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tbe  luain  ship  channel,  where  he  would  have  to  confront  our  heaviest 
guns,  when  a  more  direct  and  safe  access  Is  open  to  him.  Silencing  our 
small  town  battery,  he  would  follow  up  the  Amelia  -liiver  some  3  miles 
to  the  railroad  bridge,  our  only  means  of  reaching  the  mainland,  and 
the  inevitable  consequence  would  be  tlie  capture  of  every  man  on  the 
island  and  all  our  military  stores,  including  every  piece  of  artillery  and 
large  amounts  of  ammunition.  The  attack,  when  made,  will  probably 
be  conducted  in  the  way  I  have  indicated,  or  the  fleet  might  be  divided, 
one  portion  approaching  the  railroad  bridge  through  the  Nassau  Sound, 
and  the  other  by  the  channels  releri  ed  to.  The  only  defense  at  Nassau 
Inlet  is  a  battery  of  one  32-pounder  and  two  (i  pounders. 

There  is  another  source  of  danger  perhai)S  not  so  imminent,  but  still 
quite  worthy  of  attention.  Tlie  circuit  of  Amelia  Island,  estimating 
the  seaward  and  inland  line  of  coast,  may  be  roughly  stated  at  from  30 
to  40  miles  in  extent.  Our  means  are  so  scant  that  this  is  necessarily 
but  ineftectually  guarded  except  at  the  points  occupied  by  the  bat- 
teries, and  the  enemy,  choosing  time  and  place,  might  throw  any  body 
of  troops  on  shore  and,  indeed,  effect  several  landings  at  the  same 
time  to  distract  our  forces.  To  oppose  them  we  have  in  all,  exclusive 
of  the  battalion  manning  the  batteries  and  allowing  for  the  sick,  an 
available  force  of  not  more  than  about  1,700  men.  A  vigorous  attack 
from  a  superior  number  would  disperse  these  to  the  winds,  ajid  our 
batteries  would  fall  without  tiring  a  gun.  In  short,  it  would  be  a  repe- 
tition of  tbe  affair  at  Roanoke  Island  without  the  advantage  they  had 
there  of  bringing  the  batteries  to  bear  on  the  enemy.  So  long  as  the 
Federal  vessels  were  of  a  size  to  oblige  them  to  use  the  main  ship 
channel  I  had'no  uneasiness  in  view  of  an  attack,  but  you  will  perceive 
that  the  face  of  affairs  has  materially  changed,  and  an  attack  on  this 
place  from  any  other  quarter  turns  the  sea  batteries  completely  and 
renders  them  entirely  useless.  This  condition  of  things  is  widely  and 
deeply  felt  among  the  military.  It  is  a  topic  of  constant  and  exciting 
discussion,  and  I  am  assured  a  spirit  of  discontent  is  spreading  by  no 
means  favorable  to  a  vigorous  resistance.  The  men  are  beginning  to 
feel  that  they  are  at  any  moment  liable  to  capture,  and  if  they  are 
obliged  to  fight  it  will  be  with  Lafayette  haunting  their  imaginations, 
and  to  some  degree  paralyzing  their  efforts.  It  is  urged  that  the  island 
is  a  barren  wilderness,  not  worth  the  risk  of  trying  to  defend  it  with  so 
small  a  body,  and  that  the  town  has  no  importance  beyond  that  derived 
from  being  the  terminus  of  a  railroad  which  could  be  rendered  useless 
to  the  enemy  simply  by  removing  the  motive  power;  and  furtuer,  that 
the  back  country  for  miles  away  is  but  thinly  settled  and  offers  no 
temptation  to  invasion.  There  is  a  strong  sentiment,  too,  that  the  con- 
tinued occupatiou  of  the  island  proceeds  rather  from  tiie  political  influ- 
ence of  property  holders  than  military  expediency.  Of  course  I  keep 
aloof  from  such  discussions.  I  give  them  for  what  they  are  worth, 
without  venturing  any  opinion  of  my  own,  but  some  reference  to  them 
is  necessary  to  show  the  temper  of  the  troops  and  the  condition  of 
thi  gs  here.  What  I  feel,  and  feel  very  sensibly,  is  that  the  military 
force  on  the  island  is  quite  inadequate  to  tlie  support  of  the  batteries 
in  case  the  enemy  land,  and  if  the  attack  is  only  by  water,  they  will 
turn  our  main  defenses  and  leave  me  but  the  small  town  battery  to 
tight,  (ieneral  Trapier  left  here  on  Friday  last  for  Tallahassee.  I  had 
very  full  and  free  conversations  with  him  and  his  staff',  and  the  opinion 
was  unanimous  that  the  island  should  be  evacuated  for  the  reasons  1 
have  indicated — scarcity  of  troops  and  the  probability  amounting 
almost  to  certainty  that  the  sea  batteries  will  be  turned.     The  general 
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has  recommended  this  measure  to  General  Lee,  and  will  probably  have 
an  answer  this  week.    I  forgot  to  state  that  we  are  dismiiiitliDg  the 
battery  at  Cumberland  Island  for  want  of  men  to  man  it  and  a  sup 
porting  force.    I  have  written  hastily,  but  hope  I  have  made  tlie  case 
intelligible. 

I  am,  truly,  yours, 

Ohas.  H.  McBlair. 
Captain  Franklin  Buchanan, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Detuil,  Navy  Deportment,  Richmond. 

[E;ndorsement.] 

I  am  requested  by  Captain  McBlair,  in  the  event  of  the  absence  of 
Commodore  Buchanan,  to  bring  the  matter  to  which  the  enclosed  com- 
)nunicatiou  refers  to  the  early  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Tlie  writer  says  the  comnuiuication  is  coniidential  and  only  to  be 
brought  to  the  view  of  the  Secretary. 

Lloyd  .\.  Beall, 

Colonel,  etc. 


Report  of  a  hoard  of  officers  of  the  inadvisability  of  an  attack  upon  Fed- 
eral battery  on  Oakley  Island. 

C.  S.  S.  Savannah,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  been  requested  by  you  to  express  our  opinion  as  to  the 
advisability  of  an  attack  by  the  vessels  of  your  squadron,  assisted  by 
200  men  of  the  Army  in  boats,  on  the  battery  at  Oakley  Island,  we 
report  as  follows: 

The  boats  and  vessels  would  be  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  of  grape 
and  canister  at  short  range  from  the  battery,  sui)ported  by  a  cross  fire 
from  the  gunboats  and  battery  opposite,  aud  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  result  would,  in  all  probability,  be  a  failure,  attended  with  great 
loss  of  life  and  vessels.  In  that  event,  our  present  preparations  for  the 
defense  of  Savannah  would  be  thrown  away,  and  a  fearfully  depressing 
moral  effect  produced.  Should  such  an  expedition  prove  successful,  it 
.pould  result  in  the  spiking  of  a  few  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  a  slight 
retardation  in  their  advance,  with  such  a  loss  of  men  and  arms  on  our 
side  as  in  the  result  to  decrease  our  means  of  defending  Savannah, 
which  we  deem  the  all-important  object,  both  on  shore  and  atioat. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  EUTLEDGE, 

[Aeutenant,  Commanding. 
.  J.  S.  Kennard, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
J.  Pembroke  Jones, 

TAeutenant,  Commanding. 
O.  l'\  Johnston, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Wm.  p.  a.  Campbell, 

Lieutenant,  Comm  anding. 
Philip  Porcher, 

lAeutenant,  Commanding. 
Edward  C.  Anderson, 

Major,  Artillery. 
Flag  Offlcer  Josiah  Tattnall, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Bozier,  C.  S.  Navy,  to 
proceed  to  duty  at  Charleston,  8.  0. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  March  24,  1862. 
Sir:  You  are  detached  from  the  squadron  of  Flag  Ofiicer  Hollins, 
iiiid  will  proceed  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  report  for  duty  to  Captain 
D.  iSI.  lugraham. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieutenant  Wm.  G.  Dozier,  C.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans. 
Keported. 

Geo.  N.  Hollins, 

FliK/- Officer. 
Reported,  April  19,  1862. 

1).  N.  INCJIIAHAM, 

Captain,  C.  S.  Nary. 
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A.  D.  Vance.     See  Advance,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

A.  M.  Bartlett,  Brig.     Mentioned 629 

Abbot,  Mr.     Meiitiouetl 151 

Abbott,  Joseph  C.     Mentioned 38 

Abbott,  Susan  F.     See  Susan  F.  Abbott,  Schooner. 

Active,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  26,  1862 778, 779 

Adams,  Benjamin.     See  Benjamin  Adams,  Ship. 

Adams,  Charles  Francis.     See  Great  Britain,  U.  S.  mininter  to. 

Adams,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 96, 115 

Adams,  Henry  A.,  jr.    Mentioned 176 

Adams,  Israel  G.    Mentioned    61 

Adderly,  H.,  &  Co. 

Correspoudence  with  Street  &  West 762 

Mentioned 628,629,761 

Adderly,  Henry.    Mentioned 762,833 

Adeline,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 462 

Adger,  James.        See  James  Adger,  U.  S.  S. 

Admiral,  Ship.     Capture  of,  December  12, 1861 397 

Advance,'*  U.  S.  8.     Mentioned 20,54,71 

Agawam,!!.  S.  S.    Mentioned 4, 16, 19,  20, 

54, 58, 64,  65,  67,  71,  93,  99, 100, 116, 125, 133, 143, 153, 156, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Aid,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Aiken,  William.     Mentioned 273,436,533 

Aiken,  William  A.     Mentioned 283 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 190 

Sommes,  Raphael,  appointed  rear-admiral  for  gallant  and  meritorious  con- 
duct while  in  command  of 181 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log.  May  7  and  8, 1862 801 

Capture  of  the  ship  Admiral,  December  12, 1861 397 

Mentioned 11,  20, 55,  71,  82,  93, 109, 110, 116, 339, 341, 359,  361,  371, 415, 

427,  445,  460,  466,  468, 513, 652, 728, 735,  745, 757,  773,  785, 800,  810,  815,  817 

Movements  of 128,218,228,340 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.    Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573, 593,  594. 

Operations  in  St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia 727, 756 

Orders  for  movements 49, 

80,  114,  122, 137, 157, 340,  391,  395,  403,  420,  465, 474,  621,  635, 692 
Albatross,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 680,  733,  735,  759,  767,  773,  798, 815 

Orders  for  movements 721, 766 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram. 

Mentioned 15,16,50,110 

Raising  of - 9,22,75 

Under  convoy  of  United  States  vessels  from  Plymouth,  x<f.  C,  to  Norfolk, 

Va 109,128 


^  ITorraerly  A.  D.  "Vance. 
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Page. 
Albermarle,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned. .  20,  71, 93, 116, 125, 133, 143, 153, 160, 165, 169 
Albert,*  Schooner.  ■» 

Capture  of,  May  1, 1862 794 

Mentioned 811 

Albertis,  Mr.     Mentioned 584 

Albertson,  A.  B.     Mentioned 187 

Albine,  Schooner.     Mentioned - 796 

Albion,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  November  25, 1861 361 

Alert,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  February  26, 1862 564,719 

Disposition  of 625 

Mentioned 628,629 

Alert,  U.  S.  S.     See  Watch,  U.  S.  S. 

Alexander,  Joseph  Vtr.     Mentioned 177, 182, 185, 187 

Alfred,  Prince,  H.  R.  H.    Mentioned 440 

Allen,  Mr.     Mentioned 337 

Allen,  E.  J.     See  M.  J.  Allen,  Schooner, 
Allen,  Ethan.    See  Ethan  Allen,  U.  S.  bark. 

Allen,  Frederic  B.     Mentioned 20,  72 

Allen,  Gaston.    Mentioned 309 

Allen,  James  P.    Mentioned 333 

Allen,  James  T.    Mentioned 648 

Alligator  River,  North  Carolina.     Operations  in.     Eeport  of  Earl  English..        73 
Allison,  'Williani.     See  William  Allison,  Steamer. 

Alpha,t  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 21,54, 

71,  93,  98, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153, 156, 160, 165,  188, 169 

Alphous,  German  brig.     Mentioned 629 

Alston,  A.    Mentioned 8:^5 

Altamaha  Sound,  Georgia      See  iJarien,  Ga.    lieconnoissance  from  Brunswick, 
Ga.,  to,  p.  615. 

Amazon,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,421 

Amelia  Island,  Florida. 

Condition  of  batteries  on.     Eeport  of  AV.  6.  Gill 829 

Evacuation  of.     Reports  of 

Hopliins,  E 618 

Trapier,  J.  H 617 

See  Fernandina,  Fla.     Operations  against. 

America,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 421,511 

America,  t  Yacht. 

Discovery  and  raising  of 638-640,643,690,716,748 

Mentioned 211,  615,  632,  705,  717,  739 

American,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,421 

Ames,  Adelbert.    Mentioned 26,  45 

Ames,  Mark  D.    Mentioned 21,  72 

Ammen,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with 

Daniel,  Mr 597 

DuPont,S.F 254,506,751,807 

Hopkins,  Edward 75O 

Maj's,  R.  G 697 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A 806 

Sprostou,  J.  Glendy 337  751 

Stevens,  T.  K gg7 

*  Lato  Ireue.  I  Knowu  also  a»  U,  S,  Picket  Boal  No.  1,  ;  Afterwards  V.  S.  yacht  America. 
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Ammen,  Daniel — Continued.  P 

Mentioned 255,260,262,264,269,293,325-327, 

332,  335,  336,  338,  349,  351,  353,  386,  395,  396, 405,  408,  431,  447,  448, 450, 463, 

499,  507,  520,  521,  524,  527,  538, 542,  576,  639,  672,  686,  697,  698,  747,  748,  799 

Ordered  to  relieve  T.  H.  Stevens  of  command  in  St.  John's  Eiver,  Florida.       743 

Relieved  of  command  in  North  Edisto  Eiver 507 

I'eportB  of. 

Beaufort,  S.  C.     Occupation  of,  November  9, 1861 336 

Coosaw  River.     Attack  upon  Confederate  batteries  in 450 

North  Edisto  River. 

Operations  in 5]^g 

Eeconnoissance  in,  December  24-29, 1861 431 

Eeconnoiasance  in,  January  5, 1862 464 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Rcconnoissanoe  in  harbor  of,  November  4  and  5,  and 

battle,  November  7,  1861 277 

St.  John's  Eiver.     Operations  in 662,  695,  712,  748, 804 

Anderson,  Edward  C. 

Mentioned 211  228 

Eeport  of  iuadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island .       842 
Anderson,  Port.     See  Fort  Anderson,  Korlh  Carolina. 

Anderson,  J.  S.    Mentioned 314 

Anderson,  John  W.     See  John  W.  Andm-son,  Schooner. 
Anderson,  Richard  H. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Hopkins 618 

Mentioned 827, 828 

Anderson,  William  E.     Mentioned 463, 464 

AndreTV,  Henry.     See  IJenrij  Andrew,  U.  S.  S. 

Anemone,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 20, 

55,  71,  93,  IIG,  125, 133, 143, 153, 1.56, 160, 165, 169, 171 
Appomattox  River,  Virginia.     Operations  in. 

Communications  from  U.  S.  Grant 79,  81,  88 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of 89 

Porter,  David  D 80,  81,  88 

Report  of  J.  C.  Beaumont 81,  106 

Arago,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer. 

Armament  of 221, 224 

Mentioned 222 

Orders  for  movements 219 

Archer,  Captain .     Mentioned 420 

Archer,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,  420, 421 

Arey,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  D.  1  >.  Porter 46,  80, 85 

Mentioned 21,  73,  94, 11 8, 127, 1,34, 144, 154 

Aries,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .''),  20,  38,  60, 105 

Orders  for  movements 49,56 

Arledge,  George  H. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Fredericksburg  182 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 183 

Mentioned 182,185,187 

Arietta,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 20,  55,  71,  93, 116, 125, 133, 143, 153, 155, 160, 165, 169 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc.    Shipment  into  Confederate  States  from  abroad.    See 
Blockade  runners.    Movements  of. 

Arnold,  Henry  N.  T.     Mentioned 22,  93, 117, 120, 133, 143, 163, 160, 165, 167-169 

Arnold,  Samuel.     Mentioned 648,649 

Arnou,  Mr.    Mentioned .,.,,,,, 643 
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ArroTsr,  British  schooner.  Page. 

Capture)  of,  February  25, 1862 562,563,718,719 

Mentioned >- ™ 

Arthur,  E.  J.    Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Boyce 832 

Aahepoo  River,  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissance  in,  December  10-12,  1861. 

Report  of  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson 392 

See  also  >S(.  Helena  Sound. 

Asserson,  Peter  C.     Mentioned 93, 116, 125, 133, 143 

Atlanta,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by  1'*^ 

Mentioned. 20, 51, 52, 54,  71,  93, 98,  99, 116, 125, 133, 143, 1  2, 153 

Orders  for  movements ^l"* 

Atlantic,  U.  S.  traTisi)ort  steamer. 

Mentioned 225,245,260,287,397,486,765 

Movements  of *'-'^ 

Atlantic  Squadron.     Limits  of 1^7 

Audenried,  'WiUiani  G.     See  William  G.  Judenried,  Schooner. 
Augusta,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 284 

Captures  made  by 369,370,390,428,445,446 

Mentioned 218,  225, 262,  280, 326, 349,  355,  356,  358,  359, 

391,  419,  427,  460, 465,  512,  514, 530,  .534,  535,  543, 545-548,  550,  551, 558,  620, 
624,  652,  710,  759,  773,  781,  783-785,  793,  795,  796,  798,  801, 810,  816, 821, 822 

Operations  off  Charleston,  S.  0 817 

Orders  for  movements 334,371,506,656,760 

Avery,  Captain.     Mentioned 441 

Azalea,  Schooner.     Mentioned 712 

Bache,  A.  D. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 207 

Fox,G.V 221,224,342 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 221,224,294,329,342,399 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 219 

Mentioned 195,  383,  814 

Report  of  measures  for  blockading  the  South  Atlantic  coast 195-206 

Bache,  George  M.    Mentioned 117, 127, 133, 176 

Badger,  William.     See  William  Badger,  U.  S.  storesliip. 

Bahama,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

Bailey,  T.     Correspondence  with  William  G.  Temple 34 

Baily,  T.  S.     Mentioned 421 

Bailey's  Island,  South  Carolina.     E.Kpeditiou  to,  .lauuary  10-12,1862.     Re- 
port of  W.T.Truxtun  475 

Bain,  James.     Mentioned 440 

Baker,  Jonathan.    Mentioned 21,  72,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Baker,  Iia'wrence  S.     Mentioned 190 

Balch,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 512, 515, 714 

Oodon,  S.W 689 

Rhoades,  A.  C 611 

Mentioned 239,240,243,244, 

285,  326,  327,  360,  363,  422,  514,  519,  606-610,  612-614,  673, 689,  6£2,  742,  745 
Reports  of. 

Brunswick,  Ga. 

Attack  upon  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas,  near 610 

Occupation  of 591 
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Balch,  George  B. — Continued.  Page. 

Eeports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blocking  of  harbor  of 514 

Cole's  Island,  South  Carolina.     Information  relative  to  Confederate 

batteries  on 475 

North  Edisto  Kiver.     Reconnoiseance  in,  April  9-10, 1862 726 

St.  Simon's  Island.     Ocoupatiou  of 590 

Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina.     Enjiapement  at 435 

Turtle  River.     Reconnoissauce  in 595 

Balch,  John  "W. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 57 

Mentioned 20 

Bald^vin, .     Mentiont'.d 604 

Bald'win,  Augustus  S. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Dei)artuient,  U.  S 552 

Mentioned 732 

Baldwin,  E.  M.     Mentioned 626 

Bald^7in,  'William  H.     Mentioned _ 544 

Balsan,  Dr.    Mentioned 581, 582 

Baltic,  Steamer.    Mentioned 225,  348,  3,54, 4H6, 538 

Bankhead,  John  F. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 218 

Mentioned 262,  320,  321,  323,  336,  338,  339,  351,  353,  368, 

386,  395,  397,  407,  415,  447,  448,  470,  483,  494,  496,  501-503, 576,  739,  740, 799 
Eeports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 283 

Wright" 8  River.     Torpedoes  found  in '. 504 

Banshee,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 82 

Barbot,  Alphonse.    Mentioned 185, 187 

Barnard,  Mrs.     Mentioned 469 

Barnard,  Bpbraini.     Mentioned 302 

Barnard,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox 68 

Mentioned 207 

Report  of  measures  for  blockadinfj  the  Soul  h  Atlantic  coast 195-206 

Barnes,  Dizon.     Mentioned 314, 317, 454-456 

Barnes,  John  S. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Lenapee  15 

Correspondence  with 

Nichols,  E.T 105 

Porter,  D.  D 86 

Mentioned 21,71,92, 

93,  117,  126,  133,  267,  270,  301,  385,  397, 447-449, 492,  493,  527,  598, 647,  648 
Reports  of. 

Fort  Beauregard,  S.  C.     Guns  and  munitions  of  war  found  in   270 

Fort  Walker,  N.  C.     Guns  and  munitions  of  war  found  in 271 

Lida,  Sloop.     Value  of 373 

Barney,  George  C. 

Correspondeuce  with  State  Department,  U.  S 565 

Mentioned 564 

Barnwell,  John  G.     Mentioned 309,310 

Barr,  WiUiam.     Mentioned -  -  •  432, 433 

Barrett,  George  W.    Mentioned 21,73,94,118,12,5,127,1.34,144,154 

Bartlett,  A.  M.     See  ./.  M.  Bartlelt,  Brig. 

Bartlett,  Henry  A.    Mentioned Ii38 

N  W  K— VOL  12 54 


850  INDEX. 

Page. 

Barton,  William  B.     Mentioueil 770 

Bascomb,  Sherman.     Mentioned ii66 

Bat,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 1.5,  20,  46,  5.5,  58,  71,  «2,  02,  m,  96, 105,  117,  126,  132, 133, 175 

Orders  for  movements 77,  78,  86, 134, 136 

Battalion,  Steamer.     Mentioned 557 

Bates,  John.     Mentioned 648,  649 

Baxter,  Captain.     Mentlone<l 677 

Baxter,  Irvin  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bentley,  J.  W 7,37 

DnPont,  S.  F 229,230,430,729 

Marchand,  J.  B 485 

Mentioned 229,  359,  4 28,  459, 479,  624,  679,  767 

Reports  of. 

Fair  Play,  Schooner.     Captain  of,  March  12,1862 479,480,627 

Gem  of  the  Sea,  IJ.  S.  bark.     Crnise  of,  April  lO-.Jnuc  16,  1862 732-737 

Georgetown,  S.  C.     Blockade  of,  and  capture  of  schooner  Fair  Play. ..       479 

Prince  of  Wales,  Schooner.     Destrnction  of,  December  24, 1861 428 

Baynard,  Mr.     Mentioned 353 

Beall,  Lloyd  J.    Mentioned 842 

Bear  Bluff,  S.  C. 

Expedition  to.     See  North  Edisto  Birer,  South   Carolina.     Ileconnoissanccs 

in,  pp.  463-465. 
Keconuoissance  to.     See  North  Edisto  Hirer.     Ilecoutioissaiwe  in,  p.  560. 
Beard,. Oliver  T. 

Mentioned 478,491,556 

Report  of  opening  of  Wall's  Cut 478 

Beard,  W.  A.     Mentioned 421 

Beardslee,  George  W. 

Appointed  to  take  charge  of  torpedoes 84 

Mentioned _ 78 

Beattie,  Lucius  H.     Mentioned 239,  241,  243 

Beaufort,  C.  S.  S- 

Arledge,  G.  H.,  appointed  to  command 182 

Mentioned 177,183,185,187 

Seizure  of 101, 120, 121 

Beaufort,  N.  C.     Movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from.     Report 

of  William  Earle ; 13 

Beaufort,  S.  C. 

Aft'airs  in.     Reports  of 

Collins,  Napoleon  33S 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 349 

Occupation  of  Novemlier  9,  1861.     Reports  of 

Amman,  Daniel 330 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F 336,338 

Fulton,  C.  C 293 

Sproston,  J.  Glendy     337 

Reconnoissance  to. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 35I 

Report  of  .John  P.  Gillis 353 

Beaufort  Harbor,  S.  C.     Pilotage  and  police  of.     Order  of  Navy  Department 

U-S • ;      438 

Beaufort  River,  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissance  m.     Report  of  Charles  O. 

Boutelle 332 
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Beaumont,  John  C.  Vuge. 

Correspondence  with 

Graves,  G.  \V yg 

Porter,  D.  U 49,  80,  88,  !I7, 112 

Kxtract  from  journal  of,  February  11,  18,  and  19,  1865 33 

Mentioned 21,  72,  94, 117, 126 

Report  of  operations  in  Appomattox  River 81, 106 

Beauregard,  Fort.     See  Fort  Beauregard,  S.  C. 
Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Correspondence  witli  Iv.  .Senimea 192 

Mentioned 191, 192,  :!12,  740 

Bedell,  Edward.     Mentioned 758 

Bedon,  Josiah.    Mentioned ;!07-309,  311 

Beers,  James  R. 

Mentioned 761 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Wave,  April  19,  1862 760 

Belgium,  XT.  S.  Minister  to.     Correspondence  with  State  DcpMrtmcnt,  11.  S.   483,  626 

Belknap,  George  E.     Mentioned 117 

Bell,  Louis. 

Correspondence  with  J.  W.  A.  ^'ichol8ou 709 

Mentioned (i44,  (i,")7,  708-710,  7.i3,  765 

Report  of  reconnoissance  in  "Whale  Branch,  South  Carolina,  December  18, 

1861 413 

BeU,  T.  I.     Mentioned 314, 317 

Bell,  Thomas  P.     Mentioned 187 

Belle,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  26,  1862 779,780 

Belle,  U.  S.  S.     Jfentioned 20,  22, 54,  71,  93, 110, 117, 123, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Belle  of  the  Bay,  Brig.     Mentioned 229,  393 

Belligerent  rights.     Withdraw. il  of,  from  Confederates  liy  Great  Britain  and 

France  161 

Bellone,  H.  I.  M.  S.     Movements  of 467,  468,  489 

Belvidere,  Steamer.     Mentioned 288,  342,  573, 581, 591!,  644, 690,  7G4,  765 

Ben  De  Ford,  Steamer.     Mentioned 442, 538, 590,  675,  676 

Ben  Dunning,  Brig.    Mentioned 629 

Benham,  Andrew  E.  K. 

Correspondence  with  . J.  K.  M.MuUany 764 

Mentioned 394,  775 

Benham,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  H.  F - 702,  703,  713,  714,  747,  752,  754,  765 

Viele,  E.  L 717 

Mentioned 704,716,718,722,730,731 

Benjamin  Adams,  Ship.     Mentioned 171 

Ben  Morgan,  U.  S.  ship.     Mentioned 20,  71,  93 

Bennett,  Captain.     Mentioned 576 

Bennett,  George  R. 

Mentioned 257 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida 256 

Bennett,  John  W.    Mentioned 21,72,83,94,118,127,134,144,154 

Bennis,  Spiro  V.     Mentioned 480 

Bentley,  John  W. 

Mentioned 734-736 

Reijort  of  operations  in  South  Santee  River 737 

Benton,  L.  D.     Mentioned 426,  (;77, 679 

Berberry,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 20,  55,  71,  93, 117, 126, 133,  143, 154 
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Bermuda,  .Steamer.  Page. 

Capture  of '^^^ 

Mentioned -- 232,330,355,437,771,804 

Berrien,  John  M. 

Mentioned 4,  22, 61,  82,  85,  86,  95,  96, 105, 1 15, 131. 153, 155 

For  correspondence,  see  X^ary  yard,  Xorfolk,  J'«.,  Comniavdant  of. 

Berry,  Captain.     Mentioned '^'il 

Berry,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 301-303 

Betta,  C.  B.    Mentioned 314, 317 

Bibb,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer. 

Armament  requested 329 

Mentioned 551,561,585,633,688,689,710,715,717,723 

Operations  off  Charleston ,  S.  C! 814-817 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Koy  al,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 266,  277 

Captures  made  by 393-395,402,562-564,718,719 

Expedition  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida 774 

Mentioned  218,  262,  292, 293,  320,  334,  348, 359,  371,  417,  427,  471,  472,  484, 487,507,541, 
624,  631,  637, 658,  659,  707,  741, 759,  769,  773,  784,  785,  787,  792, 814,  816,  817 

Orders  for  movements 392,  403,  482,  539, 562,  625, 657,  743,  764 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.     JixpedHion  to  coasts  of,  February  2S  to  March  15, 
1862,  pp.  571, 573, 593. 
Biguonia,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,54,71,93,117,122,126,132 

Orders  for  movements 134 

Bingham,  Henry.    Mentioned 93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153,  211 

Bingham,  'William  W.     Mentioned 677-680 

Bird,  D.  B. 

Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Harris 650 

Mentioned 646,647,649,651 

Bird,  G.  E.    Mentioned 833,835.836,838 

Bird,  JoaiahN.     Mentioned 677,679 

Biabie,  D.  T.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 835 

Biachoff, .     Mentioned 309 

Bishop,  Jane  A.     See  Jane  A.  Bishop,  Bark. 

Bishop,  Joahua.     Mentioned 21,  73,  94, 118 

Black,  Mr.    Mentioned 465, 517 

Blake,  Captain.     Mentioned 736 

Blake,  Pilot.     Mentioned 442 

Blake,  A.    Mentioned 734,736,737 

Blake,  Homer  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter Ill 

Mentioned 21, 63,  72,  94, 117, 127, 133, 143,  243 

Reports  of. 

James  River. 

Operations  in 69 

Removal  of  obstructions  in 114 

Blake,  John  S.     Mentioned 93,117,126,133,143,1.53 

Blake,  Joaeph  M.    Mentioned 795 

Blanchard,  George.     Mentioned 781 

Blatchford,  John  T.     Mentioned 649 

Blockade  of  Southern  ports. 

Communications  from  Navy  Department,  II.  S 348,  360,  508, 522 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  S.F 225,426 

Navy  Department,  II.  S 671 
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Blockade  of  Southern  porta — CoDtiuned.  Page. 

Reports  of  S.  F.  Dn  Pont 380,542,771 

See  also  Oiatruclion  of  Southern  hariora  byainkin;/  veasels  loadtd  with  atone: 
Blockade  runners. 

Capture  of.     See  South  Atlantic  JBlockading  Squadron.     Capturea  made  hy. 

Chase  of.     Orders  and  instructions,  Perci val  Drayton 434 

See  Charleaton,  S.  C.    JSacape  of  ateamer  Ella  Warlei/  into,  etc.,  pp.  4E7, 
458. 

Directions  for  running  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C 797 

Persons  captured  ou .     Treatment  of 407-410, 462, 484, 691,  815 

Search  for. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  S.F 3.51,366 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 212 

Porter,  David  D 50,57 

Reports  of 

Dunn,  Thomas  C 89 

DuPont,  S.F 212 

See  also  Cruise  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Florida,  pp.  470-473. 
Movements  of 

Communications  from 

Barney,  George  C 565 

Belgium,  U.S.  ministerto 483,626 

Bisbie,  D.T 835-837 

Blodgett,  Lorin 379 

CubE^,  U.  S.  consul-general  to 402 

DuPont,  S.F - 476 

Fraser,  John,  &  Co 838,839 

Glasgow,  Scotland,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at 227 

Havre,  U.  S.  consul  at 437 

Heyliger,  Louis 831,833 

Hoyt,  William  D 838 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at 535 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at 330,331,554,557 

Morgan,  George  D 341 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  consul  at 439,  440, 531, 562 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 226,  227, 329,  330,  341,  347,  379,  395, 398, 

399,  401,  426,  437,  439,  440,  481, 529, 530, 535, 554,  557, 561,  .-)64,  565, 626,  797 

New  York,  Superintendent  of  metropolitan  police 441 

St.John,New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  consul  at 543 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 828 

State  Department,  U.  S 329,355,439 

Union 628 

Wright,  H.G 461 

Report  of 

Drayton,  Percival 461 

Missroon,  J.S 356 

Terry,  AlfredH 359 

Statement  of  W.  H.  Macdonald 441 

Blodgett,  Lorin.    Mentioned 379 

For  correspondence,  see  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade. 

Blunt,' Asa  P.     Correspondence  with  James  Parker 167 

Blunt,  G.  "W.    See  (I.  W.  Blunt,  U.  S.  schooner. 
Blunt,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence 440 

Mentioned *39 
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Page, 

BlydenbUTgh,  Mr.    Mentioned 268 

Bogert,  Jacob  W.    Mentioned 332 

Hoggs,  Charles  S. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Port  Koyal  Harbor 5*51 

Mentioned 623 

Hoggs,  Ely  M.    Mentioned 21,73 

Bohannon,  C.  B.    Mentioned 187 

Bolton,  William  H.    Mentioned 21 

Honsall,  Edward.    Mentioned 609,611 

BoDSall,  Eliza.     See  Eliza  Bonsall,  Shi}). 

Bookter,  B.  P.    Mentioned 314 

Boomer,  Ephraim.    Mentioned 20,  72,  93, 100, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Booth,  J.  Wilkes.    Mentioned 123 

Borden,  Nelson  C.    Mentioned 20,71 

Hordman,  Charles.    Mentioned 230, 267 

Boston,  Steamer.    Mentioned 524,  573,  576,  581,  586,  589, 593,  676,  703,  715 

Boswell,  George.    Mentioned 776, 777 

Botany  Bay  Island,  S.  C.    Negro  colony  on 431,  516,  520, 536,  540 

Bonn,  Leivls.    Mentioned 731 

Boutelle,  Charles  O. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.Dn  Pont 258,474,585 

Mentioned 221.255, 

260, 289,  306,  321,  323,  329,  388,  389,  399, 405,  406, 540, 561,  633,  715,  720,  814 

Reports  of. 

Beaufort  Eiver,  Sonth  Carolinii.     Reconnoissance  in 332 

'  Charleston,  S.C.     Blockade  of 815-817 

Bowdoin,  Iiloyd.    Mentioned 187 

Bowen,  Wiles  L.  L.    Mentioned 750 

Bo'wers,  Theodore  S.    Mentioned 176 

Box,  Mr.     Mentioned 496,505,506,662 

Boxer,' U.S.S.    Mentioned 160,162,165,168,169 

Boyoe,  W.  W.    Correspondence  with  E.  J.  Arthur 832 

Boyd,  William  Stokes.    Mentioned 247 

Boyle,  William  A.    Mentioned 311 

Bradbury,  George  H.    Mentioned 422, 511-515 

Bradford,  A.  W.    See  Maryland,  Governor  of. 

Bradford,  John  S.    Mentioned 19,  293 

Bradford,  William  L.    Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 177,178,180,183 

Bradley,  George  W.    Correspondence  with  W.  Radford 142 

Bradley,  Walter.    Mentioned 648 

Bragdon,  Charles  E.    Mentioned 187 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  C.S 179 

Tucker,  J.  R 188,190 

Mentioned 65 

Special  order 190 

Braine,  Daniel  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Green,  F.M 129 

Missroon,  J.  S 231 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of 78 

Radford,  W 128,137 

"       Porter,  D.D 47,108 


*  Formerly  V.  S.  S.  'J'riatrani  Sliiiuily,  wbicli  see. 
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Braine,  Daniel  L. — Coutinued.  P,, 

Mentioufid 21,72,94,117,127,133,143,232 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  Kiver.     ( )poriitions  in 42 

Fort  Audorsoii,  N.  C.     Casualties  on  U.  S.  ,'^.  Peqnot,  resulting  from 

attack  on 3]^ 

Bravo,  C.  M.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 659  660 

Bravo,  Cristobal.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 659,  660 

Braziliera,  U.  S.  bark.    Orders  for  movements 819 

Breese,  K.  Randolph. 
Correspondence  with 

Kadford,  W 130 

Ronckendorff',  William 97 

Mentioned 175 

Report  of  Confederate  vessels  seized  in  James  Kiver 121 

Breese,  Samuel  L.    Mentioned 218  22-1 

Breintnall,  John  H.  H. 

Mentioned 759,790 

Report  of  caarralties  at  Seahrook's  Island 758 

Brennan,  E.     Correspondence  with  J.  Pallaky 331 

Brennon,  J.     Mentioned i)4,  118  127, 134 

Brent,  G.  W.     Correspondence  with  R.  Semmes 192 

Brian,  William.    Mentioned 31 

Brice,  William  H.     Mentioned 809 

Briggs,  George  W.    Mentioned 171  . 

Bright,  Sarah  J.    See  Sarah  J.  Bright,  Schooner. 
Brinker,  Henr^.     See  Henri/  Brinker,  V.  S.  S. 

British  Consul  at  Charleston.    Mentioned 620, 773 

British  Consul-General  at  Havana,  Cuba.     Mentioned 402 

British  Empire,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  3, 1862 708-711,  723 

British  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

Correspondence  with  State,  Department,  U.  S 333,  408 

Mentioned 333,  407,  691 

British  Queen,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  February  28,  1862 479 

British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.    Mentioned 333 

Broad  River.     Reconnoissance  in.     Conimiinic:itiou  from  T.  W.  Sherman 402 

Brock,  Jacob.    Mentioned 574 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 541 

Brooks,  John  A.  J. 

Mentioned 21,73,94,118,127,134,144,150,151,154 

Report  of  seizure  of  property  in  Roanoke  River 151 

BroTWH,  Mr.    Mentioned 7."i 

Brown,  Charles.    Mentioned 394 

Brown,  Charles  (Ordinary  seaman).     Mentioned 266 

Brown,  Henry.    Mentioned 20,72 

Brown,  J.  N.    Mentioned 455 

Brown,  James  (Acting  ensign). 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 74 

Mentioned 21,72 

Brown,  James  (Quartermaster).    Mentioned 776,  777 

Brown,  John.    Mentioned 160,16.5,169 

Brown,  Joseph E.    Mentioned 488,834 

Brown,  Manus.    Mentioned - 235 

Brown,  T.     Mentioned 421 

Brown,  William.     Mentiniipd 648,649 

Bruggermann, .     Mentioned 310 
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Page 

Bruner,  Ellas  D.    Mentioned 20, 72 

BruuB'^ick,  Ga. 

Attack  upon  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  near.    Reports  of 

Balch,  George  B 610 

DuPont,  S.  F 609 

Godon,S.W 609 

Ehoades,  A.  C 611 

Communication  from  C.  H.  Welles,  jr.,  concerning  harbor  of 345 

Evacuation  of. 

Communications  from  T.  W.  Sherman 571 

Report  of  Percival  Drayton 577 

Operations  against,  and  occupation  of. 

Communication  from  C.  C.  Fulton 593 

Occupation  of  St.  Simon's  Island 590,  606, 607 

Occupation  of  batteries  on  Jekyl  Island 592,  606, 607 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont - 581, 585 

Reports  of 

Balch,  George  B 590,591,595 

DuPont,S.F 598,606 

Godon,  S.  W 607 

Miller,  H.W 592 

Bryan,  'William.    Mentioned 242 

Bryant,  Colonel.    Mentioned 705,804,805 

Buchanan,  Franklin. 
Correspondence  with 

Dozier,  W.  G 826 

McBlair,  Charles  H 840 

Mentioned 842 

Buck,  Lyman.     Mentioned Ig^ 

Buckingham,  Governor.     See  Governor  Jiuckingham ,  V.  S.  S. 
Budd,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P 412,433 

DuPont,S.F 343,401,646 

Parrott,  E.  G 545 

Wright,  W.G ....!..".!...       464 

Death  of.     See  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     Operations  in,  March  21-::!e,  1S62. 

Mentioned 214 

262,  359,  360,  404,  406,  431,  464,  466,  515,  545,  576,  632,  645-649,  651,  657 
Reports  of. 

Albion,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  November  25,  1861 361 

North  Edisto  River.     Reconnoissance  in,  January  4,  1862 463 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 280 

Budd,  William. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 554  537  729 

Mentioned 524,  527,  553,  590,  632.  638,  698,  716,  728,  739,  407, 447^  449*  450 

Reports  of. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.     Expedition  to 738 

St.  John's  Bluff,  Fla.    Destruction  of  earthworks  on 699 

Buist,  Dr.    Mentioned 290 

BuUard,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned g3 

BuUis,  William  H.    Mentioned 6g0  79^ 

Bulloch  &  Co.    Mentioned '33^ 

Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina. 

Blockade  of     Orders  and  instructions,  S.  K.  Du  Pont 684 

Captures  made  in 428,  445,  446,  547-550,  737,  781,  793,  795,  800 
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Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in,  April  2-12, 1862.     Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  r .- 694 

Nickels,  J.  F 694 

Bult,  John.     Mentioned 712 

Bumford,  .    Mentioned 356 

Bunting.  James  H.     Mentioned 795 

Burch,  Walter.    Mentioned 648 

Burcbam,  George  E.     Report  of  injuries  sustained  by  U.  S.  aliip  Sabine  in 

rescuing  marine  battalion  from  U.  S.  transport  Governor 245 

Burger,  William  L.  M.    Mentioned 730 

Burke,  Edward.    Mentioned 41 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E.     Mentioned _ .  476,  682 

Burritt,  S.  L.    Mentioned 599,  728,  729, 738-740 

BurroTJirs,  R.    See  R.  Burrows,  Blodcade  ritvnm-. 

Burt,  George.    Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 659,  660 

Butler,  Benjamin  P. 

Correspondence  with  J.  L.  Lardner 626 

Mentioned 23,  221 

Butt,  Walter  R.    Mentioned 185,187 

Byar,  Mr.     Mentioned 696 

Byrne,  A.  C.    Mentioned 228 

Bythevrood,  Mr.    Mentioned 389 

C.  K.  Latrrenoe,  Schooner.     Mentioned i.      796 

C.  Moore,  Schooner.     Mentioned 123 

Cactus,  U.  S.  S, 

Mentioned 18,20,54,71,93 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotill;i 109 

Cad-walader,  John.     Mentioned 372 

For  correspondence,  see  Philadelphia,  Jiidye  of  U.  S.  district  court. 

Cahawba,  Steamer.     Mentioned 421,426,512,514 

Cain,  A.  H.    Mentioned 372,400,793 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B.     Mentioned 21,72,472 

Cambridge,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

Cambridge,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,71 

Orders  for  movements 7 

Treatment  of  prisoners  captnred  on  blockade  runners 408-410 

Cameron, .    Mentioned 310 

Cameron,  Simon.     See  ff'ar  Department,  U.  S. 

Campbell,  .     Mentioned 629 

Campbell,  Mrs.     Mentioned 584 

Campbell,  J.  A.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 26 

Campbell,  Robert.     Mentioned 235 

Campbell,  William  P.  A.     Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal 

battery  at  Oakley  Island 842 

Canaday,  D.  S.    Mentioned 307,308,310,311 

Cannon,  James  S.     Report  of  relief  extended  U.  S.  sliip  Sheplierd  Knapp  by 

U.S.  transport  Delaware 820 

Cape  Pear  River,  North  Carolina.    Operations  in. 
Abstract  log  of 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S 38 

Malveru,  U.  S.  S 173-175 

Nyack,U.S.S 35 

Shawmut,  U.  S.  S 36 

Yantic,U.S.S 36 


858  .INDEX. 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina.     Operations  in — CoTitinned.  Page. 

Casiialtiea  resaltiog  from 

lingageiuent  with  r'oit  Anderson - . ., 31 ,  32 

Explosion  of  torpedo 44 

(JomninnicatioQB  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 35 

Porter,  David  D 24,29,30 

Schotield,  J.  M 23,27,28,30 

Temple,  William  G Si 

Destruction  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Chiokamauga 57 

Dismantling  of  captured  works -  -  •  57, 58 

Extract  from  journal  of  J.  C.  Beaumont 32,33 

Guns  found  in  evacuated  defenses  of 56 

Orders  andinstructioLS. 

I'orter,  David  D .i,  24-20, 27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  34, 53, 57 

Schofield,  .1.  M 26 

Reports  of 

Braine,  D.  L 31,42 

Chandler,  R 59 

Newman,  L.  H 63 

Phelps,  Thomas  S 83, 173 

Potter,  Edward  E 32 

Porter,  David  D 16,33,35,44,45,53 

Radford,  William 172 

Stone,  Edward  E 32 

Young,  George  W 62,  70 

See,  also,  Wilmington,  iV.  C. 

Cardenas,  Cuba,  U.  S.  Vice-Consul  at.     Mentioned 401 

Carlsen,  F.     Mentioned 309 

Carolina,  Steamer.     See  Kate,  Steamer. 

Caroline,  Steamer.     Mentioned 736,  737 

Carr,  B.  E.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 6.59, 660 

Carter,  Barron.     Mentioned 297 

Carter,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 370 

Carter,  William  J.     Mentioned 455 

Casco,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 142 

Mentioned 93,98,99,117 

Movements  of 65, 66 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla 109 

Cas-well,  Coast-Survey  steamer.     Fitting  of,  for  service   in   Soutli  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron 342 

Catawba,  Steamer.     Mentioned 562 

Catinat,  H.  1.  M.  S.     Movements  of 468 

Cecile,  Steamer.     Mentioned 724,785-787,796 

Ceres,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned ; 20, 

22,  54,  64,  71,  73,  93, 108, 110, 117, 126, 128, 133, 143, 154, 160, 163, 164 

Cbadwick,  J.     Mentioned 171 

Chadwick,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned 21,  72 

Chambers,  Alez.     Mentioned 266,  277 

Chambers,  James  S.     Mentioned 404 

Chambers,  William  E.     Mentioned 651 

Chandler,  Ralph. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.  D HI 

Ronckendortl',  William 9y 
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Chandler,  Ralph — Continued.  Pago. 

Mentioned 21,  72,  82,  94,  98, 118, 127, 134, 142, 144, 1.54,  KiO,  16.".,  ]68, 1611 

Keports  of.  ^ 

Capo  Fear  River.     Operations  in 59 

James  River.     Removal  of  obstructions  in 98 

Chapell,  Richard.    Mentioned 416 

Chapman,  John  H.     Mentioned 21,  94, 118, 127, 133, 144, 151,  152, 154, 160, 165 

Charles  M.  Keal,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229,712 

Charles  Phelps,  U.  S.ship.     Mentioned 20, 

72, 93, 115, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 160, 165, 169 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

Atfairs  in  vicinity  of.     Report  of  .John  P.  Gillis 460 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Blodgett,  Loriu 379 

DuPont,  S.F .549,5.51,644 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 360,379,691,719 

State  Department,  I'.  S 355 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  S.  F 365,366,371,465,466,474,506,518, 

529,  530,  534,  551,  624,  625,  684,  693,  722,  744,  745,  7.59,  760,  783,  784,  798,  818 

Lardner,  J.L 656 

Reports  of 

Bontelle,  Charles  0 815-817 

Conroy,  Edward 546 

DuPont,  S.F 803,814 

Goldsborough,  John  R - 636,^83 

Lanier,  E ' 340 

Lardner,  J.L 361,770 

Marchand,  J.  B 784 

Parrott,  E.  G .53,5,545,548,817 

Senate  resolution  regarding  reported  inefficiency  of 720 

See  Ohstruction  of  Soutliern  harbors,  etc. 

Captures  made  oft' 635, 

707,  719,  763,  770,  778,  779,  780,  794,  796,  800,  809-811, 820-826 

Chart  showing  positions  of  blockading  vessels 816 

Defenses  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  Robert  E.  Lee 829 

Reports  of 

Lee,  Robert  E 834 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 787 

Statement  of  Allen  Davis 785 

Directions  for  running  blockade  of 797 

E8cai)e  of  steamer  Ella  Warley  into,  January  2, 1862. 

Order  of  S.  F.  DuPont 457 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F 4.57 

Godou,  S.  W 458 

Escape  of  blockade  runner  Isabel  into.     Reportof  S.  F.  Du  Pout 476 

Lardner,  J.  L.,  appointed  to  command  blockade  off 624 

Market  prices  in 546 

Panic  among  Spanish  inhabitants  of 362 

Preparations  for  attack  upon.    -OrderH   and  instructions.  Navy  Depart- 
ment, U.  S 820 

Chase,  Salmon  P.     See  Secrelary  of  the  Treasury,  V.  S. 

Chase,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  26,  1862 781,  795 
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Chase,  W.  H.  B.     Mentioned 421 

Cheshire,  Sliip.     Capture  of,  December  6, 1861 ._ 390,  391, 445 

Chesnut,  John.     Mentioned 190 

Chester,  Le'wis.     See  Lewis  Chester,  Schooner. 

Chesterfield,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 734,  736 

Cheves,  L.    Mentioned 307, 311 

Che-w,  Francis  T.    Mentioned - 298 

Chickahominy  River,  Virginia.     Operations  in. 
Communication  from 

Grant,  U.S 79,81 

Porter,  David  D 79 

Orders  and  instmctions,  David  D.  Porter - 80 

Chickamauga,  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of 17,57,63,71 

Search  for 53 

Chicopee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 19,  20,  22, 44, 54, 71,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153, 155, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Orders  for  movements 167 

Childs,  F.  L.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 826 

Chimo,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 100 

Orders  for  movements 77 

Torpedo  arrangements  for 92 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla 109 

Chippewa,  U.  S.  S. 

Captilres  made  by 142 

Casualties  on  board  of,  February  18, 1865 32 

Mentioned 20, 25,  33, 54,  63,  71,  93, 97-99, 117, 12G,  133, 143, 145,  155 

Orders  for  movements 47, 113 

Chisolm,  J.    Mentioned 825 

Chisolm,  Robert.    Mentioned 314 

Chisolm's  Island,  S.  C.     Reconnoissance  to,  December  17,  1861.     Report  of 

Isaac  I.  Stevens 412 

Chovran  River,  North  Carolina.    Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instniction.s,  David  D.  Porter 87 

Report  of  W.H.  Macomb 92,96, 102, 106 

Church,  Lucius  A.     Mentioned 366 

Clark,  Pilot.    Mentioned 705 

Clark,  John  P.     Mentioned 266 

Clark,  N.  E.     See  J\'.  E.  Clark,  Schooner. 

Clarke,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 429 

Clarke,  'Williani.     Mentioned 21,  72, 94, 118, 127, 133, 14  3, 154 

Clary,  Albert  G.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 767 

Clay,  Clement  C.     Mentioned 145 

Clematis,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,54,72,9,3,95,117,122,126 

Orders  for  movements 76 

Cleopatra,  French  frigate.     Loss  of 292 

Cleverly,  Henry  F.     Mentioned 79O 

Clinch,  Fort.     See  Fort  Clinch,  Fla. 

Clinch,  General.     See  General  Clinch,  Steamer. 

Clingman,  Thomas  L.    Mentioned 300 

CUnton,  U.  S.  8.     Mentioned 20,64,71,93,117,126,133,143,154 

Clitz,  John  M.  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 48,  81  114 

Mentioned 21  72.04  117 


INDEX.  861 

Clyde,  WilUam  P.     See  imiiam  P.  Clyde,  Steamer.  Page 

Clymer,  George.    Mentioned 5^g  5ig  g4g 

Coal,  Supplies  of ..,  213, 229, 439,  558,' 707,' 740 

Coast-Survey  Vessels. 

Detailed  to  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 219, 221  342 

Operations  of.     See  Arago,  Bibb,  and  Vixen. 

Cobb,  James,    Mentioned 37  44 

Cobb,  W.  R.  "W.     Mentioned g08 

CofSn,  Peter  F.    Mentioned 429 

Coghlan,  Jasper.    Mentioned 267 

Cogswell,  ■WilllainS.     Mentioned 45O 

Cohasset,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 20, 72, 93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Coit,  Prince.    Mentioned g^c 

Cole's  Island,  South  Carolina.     Information  rclatiye  to  Confederate  batteries 

on.    Report  of  George  B.  Balch 475 

Colby,  Henry  B.    Mentioned 36,70,82,90,91 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R.     Mentioned _ 73  94  230 

Colletis,  Steamer.     Mentioned _ 226 

Collins,  George  W.     Mentioned g54 

Collins,  Henry.    Mentioned g54 

Collins,  Napoleon. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 338,559,674,741,752,753,773,783 

Gillis.J.H 642,663,680,721 

Lardner,  .7.  L g42 

Sherman,  T.W ggg 

Viele,'E.L 752 

Mentioned 262 

320, 321, 323,  336,  349,  388,  500,  502,  558,  559,  642,  652,  653,  669,  673,  810 
Reports  of. 

Beaufort,  S.  C.     Affairs  in 338 

Mary  Teresa,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  10, 1862 809 

New  River.     Reconnoissanoe  in,  March  25, 1862 662 

New  and  Wright's  rivers.     Operations  in _ 654 

Savannah  River. 

Affairs  in _ . 770 

Confederate  ironclad  in _ 668 

Operations  in 641,653,747 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S.     Damages  sustained  by,  and  ammunition  expended, 

battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C 277 

Wriglit's  River. 

Operations  in 687 

Protection  of  army  force  in 641 

Columbia,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 137, 152 

Columbia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 176 

Columbia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 567 

Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  VSTar.     Visit  of,  to  Hampton  Roads 109, 110 

Commodore  Barney,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,54,71,81,93,342 

Orders  for  movements 97 

Transfer  to  Potomac  Flotilla 109 

Commodore  Hull,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,22,54,64,71,87,92,93,96,117,126,133,14.3,154,175 

Wetmore,  Henry  S. ,  appointed  to  command 19 


*  Purchased  under  the  name  of  Ethau  Allen. 
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Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Gorringe,  H.  H.,  relieved  of  commaud 89 

Mentioued 20,  52, 54, 68,  71,  85, 93, 105, 117, 126, 132, 133, 143, 153, 176 

Orders  for  movements 84 

Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned -. 20, 54, 64, 69,  71, 93, 97-99, 117, 126, 133, 143, 153,  342 

Orders  for  movements 110 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B.    Mentioned 26,27,173 

Conger,  David  G.     Mentioned 38 

Congress,  T7.  S. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Smalls  and  others 824 

Messages  from  the  President  to,  recommending  votes  of  thanks  to  Flag- 

OfflcerDuPont 290,616 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to 

DuPont,  S.F 291 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader,  officers,  and  crew  of  U.  S.  ship  Sabine 248 

Conklin,  James  T.    Mentioned 99 

Connecticut,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 348, 372, 462, 549, 558,  633,  680,  73X,  763, 764 

Orders  for  iuo\'ements 755, 808 

Connecticut  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments:  6th,  524,662;  7th,  494. 
Conroy,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Dn  Pont,  S.F 530,550,744 

Kason,  Henry 682 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 425 

Smith,  Charles 668 

Mentioned 529,530,547-550,623,666,683,719 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Information  concerning 546 

Flash,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  2, 1862 796 

Julia  Worden,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  and  destruction  of  schooner 

George  Washington  and  sloop  Mary  Louisa 667 

Lydia  and  Mary,  Schooner.     Capture  of 681 

Constellation,  U.  S.  ship.    Mentioned 78 

Contrabands.     See  Fugitive  slaves. 

Cook,  'William.     See  Glasgow,  U.  S.  vice-consul  at. 

Cooke,  Henry  S.     Mentioned ]87 

Cooke.  James  W.    Mentioned 182 

Cooms,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 268 

Cooper, .    Mentioned 633 

Cooper,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 799 

Mentioned 75X 

Cooper,  Llewellyn.    Mentioned 780 

Cooper,  S.    Correspondence  with 

Gatlin,  R.  C 828 

Lee,  R.  E 5O4 

Ripley,  R.  S 828 

TrapieT,J.H 299 

Cooperative  Army  and  Navy  Movements.    Instructions  from — 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 214 

Scott,  Winfield 220 

Coosaw  River,  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissance  in. 

Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman 412 
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Coosaw  River,  South  Carolina.     Keconuoissance  in— Continned,  i>age. 

Report  of  Isaac  I.  Stevens 412 

See  also  St.  Helena  Somid,  S.  C;    Port  Moiiid  Ferry,  S.  C,  joint  ntlack. 
upon  Confederate  troops  at,  etc.,  pp  446-456. 

Coquette,  Sloop.     Seizure  of,  April  3. 1862 707  719 

Corbin,  Thomas  G. 

Mentioned 264,  268,  731 

Report  of  damages  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Wubasli,  Imttloof  I'crt  Royiil,  S.  C.       268 

Corea,  Shiji  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 4I8  474 

Corrie,  F.  H.    Mentioned 237 

Cotton.     Seizure  of 400,404,483,516 

Corwiu,  U.  S.  Coast-Surrej' steamer.     Mentioned 171  208 

Cosmopolitan,  Steamer.     Mentioned 524,  724,  765 

Cossack,  Bark  (Stouc  fleet).    Mentioned 418 

Cotton  Plant,  Steamer.     Seizure  of 138, 139, 148-152, 161, 164, 166 

Courier,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,421 

Courier,  U.  S.  ship.     Men  tioned 212, 229, 533, 561 

Couthouy ,  Joseph  P.     Mentioned 473 

Coz,  J.    Mentioned I7I 

Cox,  Jacob  D.    Mentioned 26,  53,  65,  67,  77, 100 

Cozetter,  Iiouis  M.     Mentioned 622 

Crafts,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 74 

Mentioned 21,72,82,93,117,126 

Craig,  James.    Mentioned 390 

Crandall,  P.  H,    Mentioned 21,72,94,117,133,143 

Crane,  Lemuel'G. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 788 

Mentioned 779,788,799,802 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Belle,  April  26, 1862 780 

Craven,  T.  Augs.     Report  of  depredations  committed  upon  Florida  light- 
houses   207 

Cravrford,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 12 

Crawford,  Joseph  T.     See  Havana,  Cuba,  British  consul-general  at. 
Creighton,  J.  Blakeley. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa 769 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 774 

Mentioned - 810 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  C.  C.  Pincliney,  May  6, 1862 800 

Crews,  Mr. 

Correspondence  with  R.  G.  Mays 696 

Mentioned - 697 

Crews,  John.    Mentioned 319 

CreTws,  John  E.    Mentioned -. 319 

Crockeri  A.  C.    Correspondence  with  T.  H.  Stevens 724 

Crocker,  F.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 746 

Croft,  Ed.    Mentioned 455 

Crocker,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 93, 117 

Crowell,  Levi. 

Mentioned.. 811 

Report  of  capture  of  boats  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  near  I'ort  Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11,1862 812 

Crowley,  R.  O.    Mentioned 102,101 

Crowninshield,  William  V/.    Mentioned  32 

Crusader,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  up  South  Edisto  Ri\  er.  South  Carolina,  April  29, 1862 789-792 
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Crusader,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned 20,  55, 71,  207,  376, 517, 533, 536, 540, 603, 675, 685,  686,  714,  726, 815 

Operations  in  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina 520, 521,  560,  676,  757-759 

Orders  for  movements 425,  507,  745 

Cuba,  Captain-General  of.    Mentioned 362 

Cullen,  Sarah.    See  Sarak  CMen,  Schooner. 

Cumberland  Island.    Condition  of  batteries  on.     Report  of  W.  G.  Gill 830 

See  also  Fcriiandina,  Fla.     Operations  against,  and  occupation  of. 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  shiji. 

Mentioned 296 

Orders  for  movements 481 

Cunningham,  Major.     Mentioned 60 

Curlew,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861 282,  283 

Condition  of 347 

Cruise  of,  from  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  to  New  York 354 

Mentioned 218,  224, 254-256, 260, 262,  278,  285,  343,  348 

Occupation  of  Beaufort,  S.  C,  November  9, 1861 336-339 

Orders  for  movements 215,  347 

Currituck,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 558,603 

Orders  for  movements 554 

Curtis,  Caleb  A.     Mentioned 283 

Curtis,  Henry  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 86 

Mentioned 21,72,93,117,126,133,143,154,160,165 

CusbinI;,  William  B. 

Mentioned 17,21,22,42,72,150,173,174 

Report  of  expeditions  to  Little  River  and  Shallotte  Inlet,  February  4  and 

6,  1865 5 

Cushman,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 504 

Cuthbert,  Mayland.     Mentioned 256 

Cuthbert,  W.  H.    Mentioned 317 

Cuyler,  R.  R.     See  R.  R.  Cuyler,  V.  S.  S. 

D.  Maloney,  Brig.    Mentioned 229 

Dacy,  Lord.     Mentioned 640 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 12 

Porter,  D.  D 55 

Mentioned 55,127,147,157 

&ea  aXao  Navy  yard,  TVashington,  D.  C,  Commandant  of. 

Dale,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by 345  346 

Expedition  to  Bailey's  Island,  South  Carolina,  January  10-12,  1862 475 

Mentioned ....  214,  359,  387,  392,  393,  406, 427,  534,  631,  675-677,  684,  703, 715,  773, 815 

Orders  for  movements 685,686.688,720 

Reconnoissance  in   South  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina,  December  26  and 

27,1861 436 

Reconnoissance  of  St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers.  South 

Carolina,  December  5-9,  1861 388-390 

Dalton,  Hamilton  H.    Mentioned 185  137 

Dalton,  William  R.     Mentioned 182 

Danby,  Robert.     Mentioned "     342 

Daniel,  Mr.     Correspondence  with  D.  Ammen 597 

Paiiiel  E.  To'wnsend,  Schooner.    Mentioned 732 
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I'ttKC. 

Danninfelter, .     Mentioued (561 

Darien,  Ga. 

Expedition  to.     Report  of  A.  A.  Senimes 808 

Keconnoissanoe  from  Brnnswielc,  Ga.,  to. 

Communications  from  8.  F.  Du  Pont ()51 

Reports  of 

DuPoiit.  S.  F (!12 

Godon,.S.W 613 

Darling,  Lucy.     See  Luci;  Darling,  Schooner. 
Darlington,*   U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida,  March  18-25,  1862 (m8-640 

Mentioned 574, 

578,  580,  584,  .594,  604,  fiOo,  G32,  635,  671,  686,  690,  705,  773,  799,  804,  805,  815 

Davidson,  'Wilbur  S.     Mentioned 187 

Davis,  Allen.     Mentioned 785 

Davis,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 255 

Navy  Dei)artment,  U.  S 206 

Mentioned 260,205,268,407, 

421,  423,  474,  491,  4H5,  515,  523, 526-528,  541,  542,  593,  594,  602,  621,  807,  814 
Reports  of. 

Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C     Sinking  of  stone  fleet  in 422 

Sontli  Atlantic  coast.     Measures  for  blockading 195-206 

Wilmington  Narrows.     Kecounoissanco  in,  January  26-2;^,  1862 523 

Davis,  Henry  C*   Mentioned 314 

Davis,  Jeff.     See  Jeff.  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer. 
Davis,  Jefferson.     Sec  President  C.  S. 

Davis,  John  A.    Mentioned 37 

Davis,  John  Lee. 

Correspondence  with  1).  1).  Porter 88, 113 

Mentioued 21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134 

Davis,  Nathaniel R.     Mentioned 21,71 

Davis,  "William  G.  M. 

Correspondence;  with  T.  H.  Stevens 745 

Mentioned 765 

Dawn,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,  54,  72,  93, 100, 117, 126, 133, 139, 143,  ir>4,  768 

Orders  for  movements 75,  767 

Day,  Benjamin  F. 

(Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 102 

Mentioned - 1  IS 

Day,  Charles  W.  H.     Mentioned 413, 414 

Daylight,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,52,54,72,93,117,126,132,133,141 

Orders  lor  movements 134 

Declouet.     See  Kennen  <f-  Declouel. 
De  Costa  affair. 

Communications  from 

Animen,  Daniel 697 

Benham,  H.W 766 

M;iys,  R.  G 696 

Orders  and  instructions,  T.  H.  Stevens 687 

•Captured  Coiifedcr.ate  steamer. 
N  W  R — VOL   V2 bo 
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De  Costa  affair — Continued.  P»ge. 

Proclamation  of  T.  H.  Stevens 639 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 695 

Stevens,  T.  H 686,  69S,  728 

Dederer,  Samuel  T.    Mentioneil 36 

De  Ford,  Ben.     See  Ben  Dc  Ford,  Sieamer. 

De  Ford,  Harriet.     See  Harriet  J>e  Ford,  U.  S.  transport  sieamer. 

Dekle,  George  C.     Mentioned 6I'J 

Dslany,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 609,  bll 

Delano,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 813 

Delano,  Samuel.     Mentioned 763 

Dela-ware,  U.  S.  Army  transi^oit. 

Assistance  rendered  U.  S.  ship  She])lierd  Kiiapp 820 

Mentioned 521 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 10, 11,  20,  54,  72,  85,  92,  93,  117 

Orders  for  movements 75,  89, 109 

Deloris,  Le-wis.     Mentioned 648 

Delta,"  U.S.S. 

Mentioned 21,  54,  64,  72,  9o,  99, 117,  126, 133, 143, 1.54-156, 160  165, 168, 169 

Orders  for  movements 86 

De  Medicis,  Emanuel  J.     Correspondence  with  S.  V.  ])n  Pont 659, 660 

Demill,  Peter.     See  I'etei-  Demill,  Bark. 

Dennis,  John  (Acting  master's  mate).     Mentioned 648,  649 

Dennis,.  John  (Seam.in).     Mentioned 268 

Dennis,  John  S.     Mentioned- 728 

Dennis,  William  H.    Mentioned .' 397,  575,  .578,  597 

De  Saussure,  William  D. 

Mentioned 302-304,  306 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  Xovenilier  7, 1861 311 

D'Bstaing,  French  Steamer.     Slentioned 101 

Dexter,  S.  L.     Mentioned • 73.I 

Diak,  John  S.     Mentioned 355 

Dickinson,  Philemon.     Mentioned 570,  587,  768 

Dictator,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned , ,3, 54,  62 

Orders  for  movements 59,  68 

Digard,  Maurice.    Mentioned 64 

Dill,  Joshua  H.     Mentioned 694 

Dillon, .     Mentioned 266 

Dilworth,  WUliam  S. 

Mentioned 830 

Report  of  operiitions  in  Mos(init(i  Inlet,  Florida,  Miindi  21-22,  18HJ 6.51 

Dix,  John  A.     Correspondence  -vvitli  Na\  y  Department  U.  S 342 

Dixie,  C.  S.  privateer.     See  Success,  Schooner. 

Dobbin,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer.     Mentioned S12 

Dockray,  William  P.    Mentioned 800,  801 

Dolly,  Steamer.     Mentioned I50, 165 

Donegal,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 173 

Donnelly,  Thomas.     Mentioned 3I 

Oonelson,  D.  S. 

Correspondence  with  .J.anie.s  Jones 454 

Report  of  engagement  at  Port  Knyal  Kerry,  S.  C.  .Iiinuary  1, 1862 453 


*  Kdowu  also  aa  U.  S.  PirUet  IJoiit  No.  4. 
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Dorchester,  Ga.     Expedition  to,  April  25-27, 1862.  Pagg 

Casualties 1T77 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F "  775 

Goldsborough,  J.  E 7Yg 

Quimby,  Samuel  F 777 

Semmos,  A.  A 77g 

Dornin,  Thomas  A.     See  Naval  station,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Commandant  of. 
Doughty,  Isaac  T. 

Correspon deuce  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont g59 

Meutioned 602,644,659,660 

Dove,  Bark.    Mentioned 5IO 

Dow^,  Robert  C.     Mentioned 75g 

DoTwd,  'William  P.     Mentioned 334 

Dowues,  Mrs.     Mentioned 584 

Dov7nes,  John. 

Appointed  to  command  at  Fernandinn ,  Fla 630 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pout 597,  601, 693 

Mentioned 543,  574, 576,  577, 593,  738,  785 

Reports  of. 

Albert,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  May  1, 1862 794 

Femandina,  Fla.     Attempt  to  save  burning  bridge  at 579 

Glide,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  19, 1862 763 

Huron,  U.  S.  S.     Grounding  of 544 

Dozier,  William  G.     Correspondence  with 

Huchanan,  Franklin 826 

Navy  Departtaent,  C.  S 843 

Dram,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 188 

Drayton,  Port.     See  Fort  Drayton,  S.  C. 

Drayton,  J.  E.     Mentioned  302, 307 

Drayton,  Percival. 

Correspondence  with 

Budd,T.A 412,433 

Downes,  .1  630 

DuPont,  S.F 320,403,442,573,601,635,671,717 

Haggerty,  F.  S 444,565 

Rockwell,  John  E 691 

Kodgers,  C.  R.  P 578 

Stevens,  T.H 690,705,739 

Wright,  H.G 461 

Detached  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  and  ordered  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  .      334 

General  orders 434 

Mentioned 214,  264,  287,  319-321,  334,  382,  387,  388, 392,  393,  404,  407, 421, 425, 

430,  443,  460,  488,  554, 570, 574, 584, 585, 587,  598,  601,  630,  748,  799,  804, 805 
Reports  of. 

Elleu,  U.  S.  S.     Firing  upon,  in  Sknll  Creek 433 

Femandina,  Fla. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of 666 

Operations  again.st,  and  occupation  of 576,  578,  604, 605 

Fingal,  Steamer.     Rumored  return  of,  to  Savauuah 461 

Huron,  U.S.  S.     Arrival  of,  at  Femandina,  Fla 604 

North  and  South  Edisto  rivers.  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissance  in 

December  17-21,  1861 405 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 272-274 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers.    Reconnoissances  in, 

December  5-9, 1861 388 
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Reports  of. 

St.  HelenaSouud,  S.  C,  and  tributaries.    Kecoonoissaiicesiu,  Novemlier 

25-28,1861 321 

.^t.  Mary's  River.     Operations  in,  and  return,  by  flag  of  truce,  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Holland  and  others 590 

Trading  vessels.     Restriction  of  sale  of  intoxicants  on 741 

Tybee  Roads.     Operations  in 442,444,556 

Drayton,  Thomas  F. 
Corresi)ondeDce  with 

Trapiei,J.H 299 

War  Department,  C.S 827 

Mentioned 288,  293,  299, 311,  353,  505, 506, 538,  541,  828, 832 

Reports  of. 

XowKiver.     Reconnoissanco  in 505 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7,  1861  299,  300 

Drew,  Jeremiah  D.     Mentioned - 699 

Dubiguon, .    Mentioned 633 

Dudley,  Governor.  See  Governor  Dudley,  Steamer. 
Dudley,  Thomas  H.  See  XirerjiooZ,  U.  S.  corisnJ  at. 
Dumbarton,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,  48, 54, 57,  63,  67,  72,  82 

Orders  for  movements 68, 69 

Proposition  to  turn  over  to  Army 76 

Duncan,  Charles  L.    Mentioned 283 

Duncan^  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 560,766 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 458,488 

Mentioned 566,567,664,680,700,734,767 

Dungau,  ■William  VT.      Mentioned 343,638,716 

Dunham,  David  R.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 659,  660 

Dunn,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter    . .   50 

Mentioned 21,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 171 

Report  of  search  for  blockade  runners 89 

Dunning,  Ben.     See  Hen  Dunning,  Brig. 
Dunnington,  John  W. 

Mentioned , 182, 185, 187 

Report  of  condition  of  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  No.  2 178 

Dunovant,  Richard  G.  M. 

Mentioned 299-301,  304-306,  317-319, 834 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 314 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. 

Arrival  of,  at  Hampton  Roads 223 

A])pointed  to  command  South  Atlantic  Blockading  .S(iuadron 208,  209 

Circular  regarding  movements  of  vessels  against  Kernandina,  Fla 571 

Correspondence  with 

Ammen,  Daniel 254, 

277,  336,  431,  450,  464,  506,  516,  712,  743,  748,  751,  804, 805,  807 

Bache,  A.  D 207 

Balch,G.B 4.35,475,512,514,515,714,726 

Bankhead,  J.P 218,283 

Barnes.,!.  S.,  et  al 373 

Baxter,  I .  B 229,  230,  428,  430, 479, 627,  729,  732,  736 
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Conespoudt'iice  with 

Beers,  J  ames  K 7g0 

Heuhaui,  H.W 702,703,713,714 

Hoggs,  C.  S 561 

Boiitelle,  Charles  O 258,  332,  474,  585, 815 

Budd,T.A 280,343,361,401,463,646 

J^"dd,W 554,587 

^'oll'is,  N 277,  338, 559,  668,  674,  687,  741,  747,  752,  753,  770,  773,  783 

Conroy,  E 530,550,744 

Cooper,  G.  H 799 

Crane,  L.G 780,788 

Creighton,  J.  B 769,  774,  goo 

Crocker,  F 746 

Davis,  C.H 255,422,523 

Doughty,  Isaac  T 659 

Downes,  J 579,580,597,601,693,763,794 

Duncan,  James  M 560  766 

Drayton,  P 272,  320,  321,  388, 

403,  405,  433,  442,  444, 461,  556,  573,  576-578,  590,  fiOl,  604,  605,  635,  671,  717 

Florida,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court 642 

Forbes,  J.  M _ 725 

f  iardner,  A.  S 558 

(Jillespie,  \V.  T 8I9 

f!inis,J.  P 257,27-1,351,353,366,372, 

4g0,  438,  445,  460,  465, 468, 470,  482,  487,  537,  539,  552,  560, 567,  570,  656,  664 

Gillmore,  Q.  A 469 

Godon,  S.  W 257,  276, 

351,  366,  458,  509,  511,  562,  607,  609,  613,  615,  033,  672,  688,  700,  704,  755, 802 

Goldsborough,  J.  E 217, 

342,  344,  362,  366,  471,  472,  621, 625,  636,  ftU,  660,  683, 723,  744,  776,  788,  802 

Haggerty,F.S 229,248,332 

Hancock,  G 357,  358 

Harris,  T.  A 651, 655 

Hettron,  Thomas 809 

Heslop,  M 809 

Hunter,  D 718,  722 

Irwiu,  John 731 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 335 

Lanier,  E 340, 391,  395,  397, 474,  621, 092,  727,  756 

Lardner,  James  L 228,  254,  275, 

340,  361,  362,  403,  603,  623,  624,  630,  631,  641,  652,  684,  707,  759,  770,  781,  782 

Lelar,  Henry 799 

Lenthall,  John 740,  813 

Le  Roy,  William  E 484,  507,  536,  588,  592,  627,  632,  674,  678,  798 

Light-House  Board,  Secretary  of 582 

McCauley,  E.  Y 487 

Man  ton,  B.  D 533 

Marchaud,  J.  B 411,  459, 532,  624,  784, 818 

Marine  Corps,  U.  S.,  Commandant  of 658 

Mather,  S.W 412,443,566,647 

Menam,  F.  B 798 

Mills,  W.  A 378 

Missroon,  J.  S 222,  231, 255, 

325,  326,  344,  355,  363,  365,  369,  378,  382,  401, 407,  410,  415, 419,  420,  424,  519 
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(^Correspondence  with 

Morgan,  G.D 418 

MuUany,  .1.  R.  M 743,774 

Navy  Department,  U.  >S 206,207,210, 

212-217,  222,  226,  227,  291,  294,  328-331,  333,  341,  347,  348,  360,  374,  376, 379, 
395,  399,  401,  407, 415,  417, 426,  437-439,  457,  462,  467,  477,  481,  489,  508, 522, 
.529, 535,  550,  554,  557, 558,  561,  564, 565,  583,  602,  616,  621, 622,  626,  634,  670, 
671,  690,  691,  707,  710,  719,  740,  7.55,  766,  774,  782,  792,  797,  808,  820,  822, 823 

Newcomb,  Henry  S 281 

Nicholson,  J.W.  A.  218,  245-247,  282,  392, 457,  516,  602, 643,  709,  710,  723,  753,  764 

Nickels,  J.  F 530,620,624,625 

Parrott,  E.G 284,  334,  ,371,  390,  445,506,. 

512,  514,  529,  534,  535,  543,  545,  548,  549,  .551,  558,  760,  783,  784,  795,  810,  821 

Patti8on,T 534,788 

Philadelphia,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court 564 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S 803 

Prentiss,  George  A 767 

Purviance,  H.  Y 411,529 

Reynolds,  .T.  G 23.3,  238,  .566,  568,  631,  &58, 659 

Reynolds,  William  H 483 

Rhind,  A.  C .507,  520, 536,  540,  560,  676, 686,  745,  758,  759,  790,  791 

Ringgold,  C 236,238,244,247,254,335,360,403 

Rodgers,  C.  E.  P 266,  267,  269,  382,  385,  392,  396, 448, 595,  647, 725, 731 

Eodgers,  .Tohu 255,  324, 428,  469, 482,  491, 492,  494-499,  501, 502 

.Rosa,  Rndolph 526 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Mayor,  et  al 659,  660 

Sartori,L.C 339 

Semmes,  A.  A 745 

Sherman,  T.  W  . . .  216,  220,  287,  319,  324,  352,  364,  367,  368,  371,  376, 383, 384, 386, 
387,  390,  402,  412, 421, 426,  434,  435,  437, 446, 467,  478, 483,  485,  486,  493,  496, 
498,  499,  500,  526,  oS2,  538,  555,  556,  567-571,  597,  603,  670,  673,  684,  701, 702 

Steedman,  C 277,392,394,539,563,625,657 

Stevens,  Isaac  I 451 

Stevens,  T.H 281, 

343,  466,  496, 583, 586,  587,  599,  615,  631,  638,  640,  672,  686, 697,  716,  728 

Stone,  Josiah  637 

Temple,  W.G 518 

Trnndy,  G.  A 365 

Truxtuu.W.T 436,533,675,685,688,720 

Upton,  Daniel  P  539 

Upshur, . J.  H 518,551,772,778 

Watmough,  P.  G 282,283,347,488,706 

Wells,  C.H 671,714,723 

Whiting,  W.D 818 

Williamson,  J.  C 649,  651,  6.55,  715, 768,  819 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Mayor  of 623 

Woolsey,  M.  B 797 

Wright,  H.G 580,  .581,  586,  589 

Wy man,  R.  H 279,  280,  286 

Yard,  E.  M 346 

Departure  of,  from 

Hampton  Roads  with  vessels  of  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  230, 259 

New  York 217,218 

General  orders 218,286,381,484,532,546,778 
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Mentioned 195,210,212,217,219,222,224,236, 

239,  240,  242,  243,  246,  256, 283,  285, 286,  288, 290,  2^1,  294,  296,  297,  300,  302, 
305, 328,  329,  342,  344-,  354,  360,  367,  374,  375,  377,  381,  414,  425, 445,  452,  453, 
458,  459,  466,  467,  474,  481,  484-486,  508,  510, 545, 552,  554,  562,  583, 585, 593, 
594,  617,  630,  6.35,  650,  711,  717,  718,  721,  730,  767,  771,  796,  809,  818, 822, 824 

Nomination  as  flag-officer  ronfirmed  by  V.  S.  Senate 670 

Reports  of. 

Active,  Schooner.     C'aptnre  of,  April  26,  1862 778 

Admiral,  Ship.     Capture  of,  Derrnibcr  12,  1861 397 

Albatro.ss  and   Madgie,   U.   S.   steamers.     Arrival   of,  in    Port   Royal 

Harbor 759 

Beaufort,  S.C. 

Affairs  in 349 

Occupation  of,  NovenilxT  9, 1861 336,  338 

Belle,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  2G,  1802 779 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S.     Destruction  of  schooner  hy 402 

Blockade  runners.     Search  for 212 

Blockading  fleet.     Additional  vessels  captured  liy 718,  737 

Blockading  instrnctious.     Modifications  of 426 

British  Empire,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  .3,1862 708 

Brunswick,  Ga. 

Attack  upon  boat's  crew  from  V.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  near 609 

Operations  against,  and  occupation  of 598,  606 

Bull's  Bay. 

Destruction  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  in 547 

Operations  in 694 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blockade  of 803,814 

Blocking  of  harbor  of 421,512,513,514 

Cotton.     Seizure  of 400 

Curlew,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 347 

Darien,  Ga.     Reconuoissance  from  Brunswick,  U.a.,  to 612 

Dorchester,  Ga.     Expedition  to,  April  25-27,  1862 775 

E.  .7.  Waterman,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  November  30,  1861 369 

Ella  Warley,  Steamer.     Escape  of,  into  Charleston,  S.  C,  .Jannary  2, 

1862 457 

Fernandina,  Fla.     Operations  against,  and  occupation  of 573 

I'lorida,  U.  S.  S.     Cruise  of,  January  7  to  February  11, 1862 1 70,  472 

Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.     Bombardment  and  capture  of,  April  10-11, 18C2 730 

Fort  Pulaski  and  Savannah,  Ga.     Information  received  from  deserter 

regarding 432 

Gem  of  the  Sea,  U.  S.  S.     Cruise  of,  January  12  to  March  28,  1862  ....       479 

Georgia  and  Florida.     Expedition  to  coasts  of 598 

Governor,  U.  S.  transport.     Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from 232, 246 

Immortality,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Presence  of,  off  Port  Royal,  S.C 357 

Isabel,  Blockade  runner.     Escape  of,  into  Charleston,  S.  C 476 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S.     Cruise  of,  March  29-April  25, 1862,  and  caj)- 

ture  of  schooner  Succe.ss 677 

Lida,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  December  1, 1861 372 

Light-houses.     Condition  of,  on  Southern  coast 692 

Mabel,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  November  15,  1861 345 

Mars,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  February  5,  1862 536 

Mary  Teresa,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  10,  1862 810 

Moscjuito  Inlet,  Florida.     Operations  in 645,  648,  6.55,  783 
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Reports  of. 

North  and  Sonlli  Edisto  rivers,  Soiilli  C:iroliiia.     Ki;(M)niiois8aiiie  in. 

December  17-21 ,  1861 ". 404 

North  Edisto  Kiver. 

Operations  in 520 

Reconnoissance  in 

December  24-29, 1861 430 

February  23-28, 18G2 560 

Nuestra  SeFiora  de  Eegla.     Spanish  Hteainer,  sei/uro  of 376 

Ossabavr   Sound   and    Vernon   and   Great   Ogeechee   rivers,  Georgia. 

RecouDoissance  in 395 

I'atroon,  U.  S.  S.     Arrival  of,  in  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C 798 

Planter,  Confederate  steamer.     Abduction  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C, 

May  13,  1862 820,824 

I'dvt  Royal,  S.  C. 

Arrival  of  United  States  vessels  at 741 

Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 261-266 

Preparations  for  expedition  .ngaiubt 259 

Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.    Attack  upon  Confederate  troops  at,  and  clear- 
ing of  Coosaw  River 447,  450 

Prince  of  Wales,  Schooner.     Destruction  of,  l)<'couibcr  2J,  lS(il 428 

Release  and  Relief,  TI.  S.  storeships.     Movements  of 706 

Sabine,  U.  S.  ship.     Condition  of 415 

.St.  Augustine,  Fla.     Occupation  of ()04 

St.  Helena  Sound,  S.  C,  and  tributarie.s.     Reconnoissances  iu,  Noveui- 

ber  25-28,  1861 320,321 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers.     Reconnoissance  of, 

December  .5-9, 1861 388 

St.  John's  River.     Operations  in 604,  747,783 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  ship.     Condition  of 490 

St.  Mary's  and  St.  John's  rivers.     Operations  iu 588 

St.  Simon's  Sound.     Operations  in,  March  17-20, 1802 633 

Sarah  .and  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Schooners.     Capture  of 800 

Sarah  and  Caroline,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  December  11, 1861 393 

Savannah  River.     Obstructions  at  entrance  to 417 

Seabrook's  Island.     Engagement  at,  April  18, 1862 757 

Seminole,  IT.  S.  S.     Movements  of 665 

Shawsheen,  IT.  S.  S.     Condition  of 230 

Skiddaway  and  Green  islands.     Al)audi>unient  of,  aud  :i:.:iirs  in  S;n:ni- 

nah,  Ga 663 

South  Atlantic  Hlockading  S(iuadr<ui. 

Disposition  of  vessels 358,  427,  465,  482, 533,  771 

Necessity  for  more  vessels 706 

Organization  of 209,  213,  218,  223 

South  Atlantic  coast.     Measures  for  blockading 195-206 

South  Edisto  River.     Expedition  up,  April  29,  1862 789 

Southern  ports.     Blockade  of 380,  542 

Sumpter,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of  boat's  crew  from.  May  11, 1862 811 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia. 

Occupation  of,  November  24, 1861 325 

Reconnoissance  of 3g4 

Washington,  D.  C.     Return  of  marine  battaiiou  lo 657 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.     Reconnoissance  of,  December  .5-6, 1861. . .  382,  384 
Wave,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  19, 1862 761  763 
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Du  Pout,  Samuel  F.— Cdntinued.  „ 

Kejiorts  oi. 

Wilmington  Niirrows.     .loiiit  leconuoisnaijce  in,  Jjiiwuuy  ::'6-:.V,  1862  ..       522 
Wright's  and  Mud  rivers.     Kecoiiuoissiiiiio  in,  .laniiaiy  17  to  I'^liriTary 

^^'1^62 491,502 

Wynian,  R.  H.,  and  Drayton,  I'erci  val.     Orders  issued  to 334 

Resolution  of  thanks  to,  hy  Congress,  U.  S 291 

Vote  of  thauks  to,  recommended ^90  gjg 

Durham,  James.     Mentioned ^^^  g]^2 

Dutch  Gap,  Va.     Depth  of  water  in j3  14  15 

Dwyer,  Patrick.     Mentioned 9gg 

E.  B.  Hale,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  up  South  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina,  April  29,  1862 789-792 

Gillis,  James  JI.,  relieves  Foster,  William  J.,  of  command 642 

Joint   attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Kerry,  and  clearing  of 
Coosaw   River,  South  Carolina,  December  31,  1861-Janiiary  2, 

1862  446-456 

Mentioned ....  470,  482, 491, 495,  499,  653,  654,  068, 669,  674,  080,  687,  745,  753,  773,  815 

Operations  in  Wright's  River,  South  Carolina 559,663,721 

Orders  for  movements ,icj(;  497  g3o  752 

Reconnoissance  in  Wright's  and  Mud  rivers.  South  Carolina,  January  17- 

February  18, 1862 ,19g  501 

B.  J.  Allen,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

E.  J.  'Waterman,  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  November  30, 1861 3g9 

Mentionecl - 370,378,401 

Eagan, .     Mentioned ^74 

Eagle,  F.  P.    Mentioned 34g 

Earle,  "William. 

Correspondence  with 

Hedger,  William 39 

Roberts,  D.  S 40 

Sowerby,  .T.  .T i\ 

Reports  of. 

Beaufort,  N.  C.     Arrival  of  U.S.  S.  Merrimac  ,at 13 

Merrimac,  IJ.  S.  S. 

Arrival  of  officers  and  crew  of,  at  Hampton  Roads 43 

Los.s  of,  February  15,  1865 3g 

Easou,  Henry. 

Mentioned 51 7-,550,  681,  682,  796 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Lydia  and  Mary 682 

Easters,  James.    Mentioned 42 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrou. 

Limits  of _ 755,808 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in 10, 13,  49,  222 

Eaton,  William  B.    Mentioned 473 

Economist,  Steamer.     Menti  oncsd 5.54,  555,  .557,  772 

Economist  No.  2,  Steamer.     Mrntioned 626 

Eddings,  J.  E.     Jlentioned 307 

Edenfield,  J.  A.    Mentioned 319 

Edinborough,  H.  B.    Mentioned 187 

Edisto,  Sloop.     Destruction  of,  February  14,  1862 517-5.50 

Edisto,  Steamer.     Mentioned 304 

Edisto  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Strength  of  Confederate  force  on.     Couiujnnication  from  S.  V.  l)u  I'ont  ...     5,38 
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Edisto  Island,  South  Carolina — Coiit'mned.  Ta.ge. 

Siiiiporb  of  iiriny  forces  on. 

Commniiication  from  Thoiniis  Welsh ^^•' 

Reports  of 

Rhind.A.  C 676 

Truxtuu,  W.  T 675 

Edith,  Steamer.     Mentioned --   :;01,  30.5 

Edward,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).    Meiitionod ■'510 

Edward's  Ferry,  N.  C.     Seizure  of  property  at 159 

Edvrards,  Oliver  E.    Mentioned 300 

Effort,  Coal  .ship.     Mentioned 229 

Eggleston,  E.  T.     Correspondence  with  ]{. .).  Towues 189 

Egypt  Mills,  Steamer.     Seizure  of 1-18-1.52,  Itil,  lfi4,  lfi6 

Eldridge,  Joshua  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 75 

Mentioned 1 1 ,  L'O,  71',  93, 117 

Eldridge,  Samuel.    Mentioned 93,117.126.133,143 

Elizabeth,  Schooner.     Destrnction  of,  I'elirnary  14,  lS(i2 ,. 547-5.50 

Elizabeth  English,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Eliza  Bonsall,  Ship.     Mentioned 441,  531,  .532,  02K,  629,  838 

Ella  May,  1'.  S.  Army  steamer.     Expedition  into  Nenso  River 64,65 

Ella  Warley, "  Steamer. 

Escape  of,  into  Charleston,  S.  C,  .lannary  2, 1862 457,458,  476 

Mentioned 379,380,399,439-441, 

513,  531,  .545,  551,  628,  630, 644,  724,  784,  787.  796,  831,  833,  835,  836,  8.38,  839 
Ellen,  IJ.  S.  S. 

.Joint  attack  upon   Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and   clearing  of 
Coosaw  River,  Sonth  Carolina,  December  31,   1861-Jaiinary  2, 

1862  446-456 

Mentioned 218, 

320,  407,  427, 444,  460,  483,  540,  553, 632,  686,  698,  728,  739,  748,  773,  790, 815 

Operations  in  St.  John's  River,  Florida 638-640,699,738 

Orders  for  movements 433,  554,  729 

Reconnoissance  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 1862  ..  ,522-529 

Woolsey,  M.  B.,  appointed  to  command 797 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.    Expedition  to  coasts  of,  Fehriiari/SS  to  March  I'l, 
18GS,  pp.  571,  573,  576,  .580,  583, 587,  588,  593,  598-600,  604,  615. 

Ellen  P.  Stewart,  Brig.     Mentioned  229,  258,  372, 400,  793 

Elliot,  Smith  &  Co.     Mentioned 166 

Elliott,  Captain.     Mentioned 823 

Elliott,  Stephen.    Mentioned 317 

Elliott,  Stephen,  Jr. 

Mentioned 301,304,305,314-317,319 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861 317 

Elliott,  Thomas  R.    Mentioned  317 

Elliott,  "William  (Dr.).     Mentioned 307 

Elliott,  William  (Private).     Mentioned 319 

Elliott,  'William  St.  George.     Mentioned 451 

Ely,  Alfred  B. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Q.  Fellows 742 

Mentioned 71g 

Ely,  William  G.     Mentioned 662 

Emerald,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 510 

Emery,  George  R.    Mentioned 283 

*  Formerly  Isiibe.l. 
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Emily  St.  Pierre,  Ship.  P^g^ 

(;ai)ture  of,  March  IS,  iiud  recapture  from  prizecrew,  MaToh21, 1862.  635-638, 719 

Mentioned jgl  gj5 

Emma,  Schooner.     Mentioned 736 

Emma,  Steamer.     Mentioned 3O5 

Emma,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 5,  20,  38,  55,  72,  93,  117, 122, 126 

EinBia  Henry,*  11.  S.  S.     Mentiored I45,  I55 

Emmons,  George  F.    Mentioned 471  473 

Empire,  Brig.     Mentioned 676 

Empire  City,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentione<l .  378,  573,  575.  ,581, 593,  (i77,  708,  761,  780 
English,  Earl. 

Mentioned 21,73,94,118,127,134,144,765 

Reports  of. 

Roanoke  River.     Operations  iu 125 

Scnppemong  .and  Alligator  rivers.     <  )periitioiiH  in  73 

English,  Elizabeth.     .See  EHzaheth  Eiu/linh,  Schooner. 
Eolus,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,  37,  46,  55,  58,  72,  87,  93, 107. 109, 117, 126, 133, 1.35, 143, 1,54 

Operations  in  Cape  Kear  River 62,63,70 

Orders  for  movements 28,  75 

Epsilon,t  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 21,72,93,  117,126,133,143,154 

Ericsson,  Steamer.     Mentioned 734 

Ethan  Allen,  11.  S.  bark.     Mentioned 473 

Ethan  Allen,  U.  S.  S.     See  Commodore  Harney,  l'.  .S.  S. 

Etovsrah,  Steamer.     Mentioned 825 

Eugenia,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 402 

Eutaw,  1:.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20, 52,  54,  63,  72,  93, 117, 125, 126 

Orders  for  movements 112 

Evans,  William  E.     Mentioned 190 

Evans,  John.    Mentioned 20,  71,  93 

Evelyn,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned 330 

Everglade,  Confederate  steamer.     Men  tioned 362,  438,  681 

Evins,  William  M.    Mentioned 560 

E-wren,  Warren. 

Mentioned 811 

Report  of  capture  of  boat's  crew  from  li.  S.  S.  Sumpter  ui.ar  I'ort  Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11,  1862 812 

Eytinge,  H.  S.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  XJ.  .S 770 

Fahkee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,  55,  72,  85,  86,  93,  96, 100, 117, 122 

Orders  for  moveiuents 83,97 

FahB,  Dr.     Mentioned 291,292 

Fair,  David.     Mentioned 242 

Fairbanks,  Mr.     Mentioned 705 

Fairfax,  Archibald  3.     Mentioned 838 

Fair  Play,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  March  12, 1862 - 479,480,627,630 

Mentioned 543 

Falbin,!.  E.     Mentioned 319 

Fannie,  Schooner.     Mentioned 473 

Fanny  Lee,  British  schooner.     Capture  of 331 

Farragut,  D.  G. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 691,  792 

Mentioned 746,807 


■  Kijuwii  later  as  tLe  U.  S.  S.  AVasji.  t  Known  also  as  I'.  S.  Picket  lioaf,  No.  I 
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Page 

Farrand,  Ebenezer.     Jlontioiied 69^ 

Farrar,  Frank.     Mentiouod - _ - 780 

Fawcett  &  Preston.     MoDtionecl 535 

Fay,  Thomas.     Mentioned 811 

Febiger,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  C.  L.  Franlsliu l^^S 

Mentioned 21-23,  .50,  72,  94, 117, 1 26, 133, 143 

Reports  of. 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram.     Convoy  ol',  by  United  States  v<!ssel8 109 

North  Carolina.     Confederate  r.ims  in  waters  of 50 

Koanoke  River.     Operations  in 107, 123 

Feilberg,  Ulrik.     Mentioned .-.       151 

FelloTws,  Enoch  Q. 

Mentioned 726,7.57,758 

Report  of  reconnoissance  to  Seabrook's  Island,  April  II,  1862 742 

Fendall,  Philip  R.     Mentioned 654 

Fenton,  'Williani  M.     Mentioned 755 

Ferguson,  Mrs.     Mentioned -. .546 

Fernandina,  Pla. 

Affairs  at.     Report  of  Percival  Drayton 666 

Arrival  of  dispatches  and  prisoners  from,  at  Baltimore,  Mil.     Report  of  K. 

Tianier 594 

IJlockade  of.     Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 403,  484,  539 

Condition  of  defenses  of.     Report  of  Charles  H.  McBlair 840 

Downes,  .John,  appointed  to  command  at 630 

Engagement  with  Confederate  batteries  ,at.     Report  of  Williani  E.  LeRoy.  -       507 
Evacuation  of.     Reports  of 

Hopkins,  E 618 

Trapier,  J.  H 617 

Operations  against  and  occupation  of. 

Armament  of  defenses _  .  _ 578 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F ,580 

Fulton,  C.C 593 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 602 

Wright,  H.O .581 

flrders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.F , .571-.573,  .580,  585,  587,  601 

Xu vy  Department,  1 1.  ,S 583 

lieports  of 

Downes,  John 579 

Drayton,  Percival 576,  578,604,605 

DuPont,  S.F .573,598 

Stevens,  T.  H 583 

See  also  Amelia  Island. 

Fingal,  Steamer.     Mentioned 226,  227,  324,  325,  330,  331 , 

359,  380,  415,  42K,  434,  438,  412,  4611,  461,  488,  538, 553,  556,  661,  771,  804,  828 

Fish,  Hamilton.     Mentioned 542 

Fisher,  Steamer.     Seizure  of 1.38,139,148-1.52, 1.59,  164 

Fishing  permits Ug 

Fitzhugh,  T.    Mentioned 2.3 

Fitzhugh,  William  H.     Mentioni<l _ 266  280 

Fivey,  Alex.     Mentioned 266  277 

Flag,  U.  8.  S. 

Abstract  log,  November  2.")  iiiiil  26, 1861 .  .  _ 3(53 

(Japturcsmiidoby 369,370 
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Flag,  U.  H.  S. — Coutiiuied.  I'age. 

Condition  of 339,  340 

Mentioned L'14,  260,  265,  341,  356,  359,  391,  392,  492, 501,  502,  530, 542,  813 

Occupation  of  Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  November  24,  1861 324-328 

Orders  for  movements 401, 428, 482,  487 

Reoonnoissance  in  Freeborn's  tint,  Georgia,  Januiiry  7, 1862. 468-470 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.     Jixpedition  to  coasts  of,  February  SS  to  March  15, 
ISft'J,  pp.  571,  573, 593. 

Flambeau,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 635-(i38,  778,  779 

Mentioned 348,  439,  471,  472,  519,  533,  543-545,  760, 773,  81ti,  817,  «35,  836,  839 

Movements  of 531,  020 

Orders  for  movements 462,  518,  .551, 722 

Upshur,  J.  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  AV.  G.  Temple  of  command 518 

Flash,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  May  2, 1862 795,  796, 810 

Florida. 

Affairs  iu. 

C'onimunieations  from  Buckiugliam  Smitli 622 

Report  of  T.  H.  Stevens 705 

Condition  of  light-houses  on  coast  of.     Report  of  S.  F.  Dn  Pont 692 

Expediti<m  to  coast  of.     See   Geori/ia  and  Florida.     Expedilion  to  coast  «f, 
J'ehrnanj  S8  to  March  V,,  ISIL'. 

Information  obtained  from  deserters  from.     K'eport  of  S.  W.  Godon 36() 

Measures  for  blockading  coast  of.     See  reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  et  al.,  pp. 
195-206. 

Florida,  Governor  of.     Mentioned - 596,  724 

Florida,  Judge*  of  U.  S.  District  Court  of     Correspondence  vrith  S.  V.  T)n 

Pont - ';42 

Florida,  U.  S.  8. 

Captures  made  by 635-638 

Condition  of 256 

Cruise  along  the  coast  of  Florida,  .lanuary  7  to  February  11, 1862 470-473 

i:ngagemeut  at  mouth  of  Saxannah  River,  November  26, 1861 362 

Mentioned 212,  225, 246,  348,  349,  355,  356,  359, 371,  414, 

427,  468,  624,  645,  666,  667, 682, 683,  723,  756,  773,  776,  777,  788,  799,  808, 815 

Movements  of - 218,  342 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.     Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  9.S  to  March 
15, 186S,  pp.  571,  57,3,  587,  593. 

Orders  for  movements ^^■•■l,  366, 621,  625,  744,  802 

Reoonnoissance  of  Tybee  Island - 364 

Florida  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  light— Batteries :  Marion,  618. 
Cavalry — Companies :  Marion  Dragoons,  619, 651. 
Infantry— Regiments,  3d,  651 ;  4th,  473,  617-619,  750,  751. 

Poote,  Andrew  H.     Mentioned ^ 51 1, 807 

Foote,  John  P.     Mentioned I'^l 

Forbes,  J.  M.    Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 725 

Forbes,  P.  S.    Mentioned '^25 

Forbes,  R.  B.     See  B.  B.  Forbes,  F.  S.  S. 

Foreign  consuls  in  Southern  States.     Attitude  of  11.  S.  Goveriiirient  toward .     362, 

489,  620 

Foreign  men-of-war.     Movements  of 3, 14,  357,  358,  362,  467,  468,  489,  620 

Forest  City,  Brig.     Mentioned '^^^ 

Port  Anderson,  N.  C. 

Capture  of.     See  fape  Fear  Ulcer,  Sorlli  Carolina.     OperaliiniH  in,^p.23-:iS. 
Guns  captured  iu " 
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Fort  Beauregard,  S.  C.  Page. 

Capture  of.     See  Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7,  1861. 

Flag  captured  at,  presented  to  Wilmington,  Del 623 

Port  Clinch,  Pla.    See  Fernandina,  Fla.     Operatiova  against. 
Port  Donelson,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,  48,  54,  72,  93, 107, 117, 122, 126 

Orders  for  movements 74, 119, 139, 147 

Port  Drayton,  S.  C.     Occupation  of,  by  TJ.  S.  naval  forces 392,  393 

Port  Pisber,  N.  C.     Report  of  David  D.  Porter,  forwarding  plan  of  attack  on.         19 
Port  Jackson,  Ga. 

Capture  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  near.  May  11, 1862.     Reports 
of 

Crowell,  Levi,  et  al 812 

DuPont,  S.F 811 

Couditionof.     Report  of  W.  G.  Gill 830 

Port  Lee,  N.  C.     Guns  captured  in 56 

Port  Pulaski,  Ga. 

Bombardment  and  capture  of,  April  10-11, 1862. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 731 

Gillmore,  Q.  A 730 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F 730 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P 731 

Condition  of.     Report  of  W.  G.  Gill 830 

Information  concerning.     Reports  of 

Su  Pont,  S.F 432 

Missroon,  .J.  S 432 

Lack  of  water  in 532 

Operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Benham,  H.  W 702 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 704,  722 

Gillmore,  Q.  A 726 

Hunter,  D 722 

Report  of  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers 725 

Reported  efforts  by  Confederates  to  relieve. 
Oomiuunications  from 

Benham,  H.  W 713 

DuPont,  S.F 71jj 

Report  of  Egbert  L.  Viele 717^  718 

Port  Strong,  N.  C.    Guns  captured  in 56 

Portune,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).    Mentioned 418  421 

Port  Walker,  S.  C.     Capture  of.     See  Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  Noteniber 

7,  IStil. 
Poster,  Amos  P. 

Corresjiondeuce  with  D.  D.  Porter \\q 

Mentioned 20,71,93,117,126,133,143,153 

Poster,  Gustavus.    Mentioned 187 

Poster,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 20,  71,  93, 117. 126, 133, 143 

Poster,  ■William  J.     Mentioned  447,  448  501,  642  654 

Pox,  Gustavus  V. 

('orrespondenec  witli 

Bache,  A.  D 221,  224,  .342 

Barnard,  .1.  (; gy 

Dix,  John  A q_j2 
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Fox,  Gustavus  V.— Coutiuucd.  p 

Conespondence  witU 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 212,213,230,341,379,417,477,540,822 

Fulton,  C.C 292,499,593 

Goldsborough,  L.  M 291 

Grant,  U.S 59^62 

Halleck,  H.  W  136 

McKean,  W.  W _ QgO 

Morgan,  George  D 34 j^ 

Navy  yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of 224 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of _ 66,  83 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C,  Commandant  of 77,  78 

Pratt,  Nichols 61 

President,  U.S 58 

Radford,  W 51 ,  152, 153, 156, 157 

Rodgers,  John _ 34O 

Scott,  Thomas  A  219 

Mentioned HI,  175,  207,  209,  25'J,  350,  .177,  813,  814 

Frailey,  James  M. 

Mentioned 146 

Reports  of. 

Davis,  Jcft'erson,  et  al.     Arrival  of,  in  1  lampton  Roads 145 

Emma,  U.  S.  S.     Arrival  of,  ofl'  .Smlthville,  with  U.  S.  S.  Sangamon  in 

tow 55 

Frambes,  J.     See  J.  Framhes,  Hchooiier. 

Frances  Henrietta,  Bark  (Stone  fleet) .     Mentioned 418, 474 

Frankle,  Jones. 

Correspondence  with 

McMahon,  M 139 

Macomb,  W.  H 138 

Moses,  J.  Clifton  139 

Mentioned 123, 158, 163, 166 

Report  of  seizure  of  jiropcrty  in  Roanoke  River 158 

Franklin,  Charles  L. 

Mentioned 20,107,108,160,165,168,169 

Report  of  sinking  of  Confederate  floating  liattery  in  Roanoke  River 107 

Franklin,  'William  B.     Mentioned 807 

Fraser,  Jno.,  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with 

Hoyt,  William  D 838 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S  838 

AVar  Department,  C.  S 839 

Mentioned 680,831 

Fraser,  Trenholm,  &  Co.    Mentioned 330,347 

Freckrall,  Charles.     Mentioned 171 

Fredericksburg,  C.  S.  S. 

Attempted  passiigo  of  obstructions  in  Trent's  Reach.  .Iiinies  River,   \'ir- 

ginia,  Jann;iry  23  and  24,  186.") 189 

Mentioned 101, 182, 185, 187 

Freeborn's    Cut,    Georgia,     i^ec    Wilmington    Sarrows;     or    J'rerborn'a    Cut, 

Georgia. 
Freeman,  Lizzie.     See  Lizzie  Freeman,  Tug. 

French  consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C.    Mentioneil 535 

French  consul  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Mentioneil 467 

Fripp, .     Mentioned 319 

Fripp,  M.  W.     Mentioned 319 
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Pripp,  W.  O.  P.    Mentioued 317 

Fritzlnger,  J.  G.    Jleutioned 331 

Frost,  George  W. 

Correspondence  witli 

Porter,  D.D 74 

Radford,  AY ll'J 

We3t,"W.('  139 

Mentioned 20, 72,  93, 117, 1 26 

Pry,  Mr.     Mentioued 836 

Fugitive  slaves.     C'oriespoiidenoo  concerning 41, 210, 221, 293,  338-339, 

349,  353,  388,  380,  392,  393, 400, 405, 406, 412,  J 16,  431,  463,  464,  475,  509,  516, 
520,  521,  536,  512,  014,  633,  634,  643,  689,  692,  727,  736,  756,  78-1,  785,  787,  832 

Pulton,  Steamer.    Jlentioned 740,  769 

Pulton,  Alfreds.     Mentioued 834 

Pulton,  C.  C.     Correspondence  with  >;ivy  Bepartiiieut,  T.  S 292,  J !'9, 593 

Fulton,  'William  P.    Mentioned 664 

Fyfife,  Joseph  P.     Mentioned 20,71.72,87,93,117,126,133,143 

G.  'W.  Blunt,  U.  8.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by 760-763 

Mentioned 516,520,604,672,673.6  0,  770,  817 

GaiUard,  Peter  C.     Mentioned 188 

Galatea,  H.  B.M.  S.    Mentioued 14 

Galena,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 117, 126, 133, 143, 154,  820 

Orders  for  movements 113 

Gamma,  "S  U.  .S.  .s. 

Mentioned 21,  72,  93,  99, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154-156, 160, 1(>5, 168, 169 

Orders  for  movements 86 

Gansevoort,  Guert.    Mentioned 3 

Gardner,  A.  S.     Correspondence  with  8.  1".  I  )u  Pont 558 

Gardner,  Sdmund.     Mentioued g09 

Garibaldi,  Schooner.     Mentioned 532,  623,  629,  710,  723,  774, 806 

Garland,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,445,467,474 

Gatlin,  R.  C.     Eeport  of  expedition  to  Port  Koyiil,  ,S.  (! 828 

Geilfuss, .     Mentioned 309 

Gem  of  the  Sea,  U.  S.  bark. 

Captures  made  by 128-430,  4.59,  479,  480,  627-630 

Cruise  of. 

.January  12-March  28, 1862 479 

April  10-June  16,  1862 732-737 

Mentioueil 230,  359,  360,  361,  411, 427,  485,  624, 679,  680,  767,  773,  815 

Orders  for  movements 039  729 

General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Confederate  schooner.     Capture  of.  May  6,  1!^62. . .       800, 

X10,811 

General  Clinch,  Steamer.     Meutioned 321 

General  McCleUan.    See  McCUllan,  V.  S.  Army  steamer. 

General  Miramon,  Steamer.     Mentioned 541  629 

General  Putnam,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned is.  20,  54,72 

General  Ripley.     See  Island  Belle,  Schooner. 

General  'Whiting,  Steamer.     Mentioned U8 

General  'Wright,  Brig.     Mentioned 593 

George  C.  Ross,  Brig.     Mentioned 399 

George's  Creek,  I  J.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 573  59,3 


■  Jvnowii  hIho  uh  V.  S.  Ticlict  ll.iut  Xu.  -i. 


INDEX.  881 

Georgetown,  S.  C.  Page. 

Affairs  in  Ticinity  of.     Report  of  J.  B.  Miirchand 459 

Blockade  of. 

Comrauuications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 360 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Font,  S.  F 335,  340,  343,  411,  624,  674,  729,  766,  767 

Marchaud,  J.  B 485 

Reports  of 

Baxter,  I.  B 479,732 

LeRoy,  William  E 678 

George  "Washington,  Schooner.     Destruct  ion  of,  March  27,  1862 666-668 

Georgia. 

Affairs  in 210 

Condition  of  light-houses  on  coast  of.     Report  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont 692 

Establishment  of  post-offices  on  coast  of.     Communications  from   S.  F. 

DuPont 803 

Measures  for  Idookading  coast  of.     See  reports  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  et  al.,  pp. 
195-206. 

Places  on  coast  of,  in  possessiou  of  United  States 399 

Georgia  and  Florida.     Expedition  to  coasts  of,  l'''ebruary  28  to  March  15, 1862. 
Communicatious  from. 

Ammen,  Daniel 597 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 567, 569,  570, 580,  582,  586, 589,  601, 603,  615 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 602,  616 

President,  U.  S 616 

Sherman,  T.  W 567,568,571,597 

Wright,  H.G 581,  ,'586,  589 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pout,  S.  F .  .566,  567,  568,  570-573,  580,  581, 583, 585, 586-588,  597,  001,  602, 603 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Mayor  of 600 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 583 

Stevens,  Thomas  H 594 

Reports  of 

Balch,  George  B 590-592,595,610 

Downes,  John 579 

Drayton,  Percival 576, 578, 590,  604-606 

Du  Pont,  S.  F -  - 573, 588, 598,  604,  606,  609,  612 

Fulton,  C.  C 593 

Godon,  S.  W --- 607,613 

Hopkins,  E 618 

Lanier,  E 594 

Le  Roy,  W.  E 592 

Miller,  H.W 592 

Reynolds,  John  G - 568 

Rh"oades,A.  C 611 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P 578,595 

Stevens,  T.H 583-585,599 

Trapier,  J.H 617 

Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries:  Read's,  301-301;  Chatham,  211. 

Infantry — Battalions:  4th,  301,  302;  Regiments:  1st  {Company  C, Savannah 
Cii\j  Light  Guards),  469,  524, 5.53. 
Gettysburg,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20,  9.%  117, 126,  m,  141 

Orders  for  mo vement.s 85,  88 
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Gibbon,  Lardner.    Report  of  shipment  of  guns  to  South  Carolina 837 

Gibbs,  P.H.     Mentioned -       ^^ 

G-ibson,  .    Mentioned -" ji7,  5^» 

Gibson,  Chaplain.     Mentioned - - 

Gifford,  O.  H.    Mentioned 

Gilbert  Elliott  &  Co.    Mentioned - ^^^ 

Gilchrist,  ■William.    Mentioned -- 266,277 

Gill,  "W.  G.     Eeport  of  condition  of  coast  batteries  from  Savannali,  Ga.,  to 

Femandina,  Fla ^29 

Gillespie,  Thomas.     Mentioned 90,91 

Gillespie,  'W.  T.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 819 

Gillett,  Simeon  P.     Mentioned ^^ 

Gilley,  John  H.     Mentioned 21,73,94,118,127,134,144 

Gillis,  James  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.E.  B.  Halo 642 

Mentioned 642,  65.S,  789-792 

Eeport  of. 

Savannah  River. 

Confederate  ironclad  in - 063 

Reconnoissance  in,  to  ascertain  position  of  Confederate  ironclad..       680 

Wright's  River.     Operations  in 721 

Gillis,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with. 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.  .351,  366, 400,  438,  445,  465,  470, 482, 487,  537, 539,  560,  567, 570,  656 

Rodgers,  J '^68 

Mentioned 214, 

257,  262,  372,  401,  416,  428,  434,  443,  488,  539,  554,  570,  630,  661,  663,  665 
Reports  of. 

Beaufort,  S.  C.     Reconnoissance  to 353 

Freeborn's  Cut,  Georgia.     Reconnoissance  in,  January  7, 1862 468 

Lida,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  December  1,  1864 372 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 274 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Affairs  in 664 

Information  from  deserter  regarding  defenses  of 552 

Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C.     Affairs  in  vicinity  ol' 460 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.     Movements  of 257 

Skiddaway  and  Green  islands.     Abandonment  of  batteries  on 664 

Wilmington  Narrows  and  Turner's  Creek.     Reconnoissance  in,  Marcli 

26,  1862 661 

Gillmore,  Quinoy  A. 

Correspondence  Avith. 

Rodgers,  C.R.  P 726 

Wassa w  Sound,  Ga.,  Senior  naval  officer  in 701 

Mentioned 127, 

383,  384,  435,  465,  468,  470,  491, 496,  498,  556,  700,  702,  703,  725,  730,  731,  755 

Special  orders 730 

Gilpin,  Vincent.     See  TTHmington,  Del.,  Mayor  of. 

Gladiator,  Steamer.     Mentioned 366,367,373,380, 

440,  442,  471-473,  531,  557,  562,  565,  628,  629,  680,  772, 833, 835,  836, 838,  839 
Glance,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned  . .  20,  54,  72,  93, 117, 120, 133, 143, 154, 156, 160, 165, 168, 169 
Glasgow,  X5.  S.  Vice-Consiil  at.     Correspondence  with  State  Department, 

U.S 227 

Glenn,  James.    Mentioned 552,  553 

Glide,  Sciiooner.     Capture  of,  April  19, 1862 733,763 
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Glisson,  O.  S.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department  U.  S 59,00,65,67,80 

Parrott,  E.  G ? 67 

Mentioned 21,73,77,82,94,118,127,134,144 

Report  of  movements  of  I'nitcd  States  vessels  to  and  from  Hampton  Roads       GO, 

65,66 

Godfrey,  John  "W.     Men  t  i  oned 397,  422,  438,  492,  539, 615,  635,  692,  799 

Godon,  Sylvanus  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Balch,G.B 590,591,595,610,689 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 351,  511,  581,  615,  672,  704, 755,  802 

Le  Roy,  VV.  E 562 

Miller,  H.W 592 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 224 

Semmes,  A.  A 808 

Mentioned 145, 155, 260,  262, 359,  367, 422,  457,  466,  475,  506, 

562,  563,  573,  598, 606,  607,  609, 612, 613, 633,  692, 693,  704,  714,  727,  788,  802 
Reports  of. 

Arrow,  British  schooner.     Captnre  of,  February  25, 1862 562 

Brunswick,  Ga. 

Attack  upon  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  near 609 

Operations  against,  and  occupation  of 607 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blockade  of 509 

Darieu,  Ga.     Reconnoissance  from  Brunswick,  Ga.,  to 613 

Ella  Warley,  Steamer.     Escape  of,  into  Charleston,  S.  C,  .January  2, 

•1862 458 

Florida.     luformntion  from  deserters  concerning _ 366 

Mayflower  and  Peerless,  Steamers.     Assistance  rendered 257 

Mohican,  U.  S.  S.     Damages  sustained  by,  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C  . .       276 

St.  Simon's  Sound.     Operations  in,  March  17-20,1862 633 

Savannah  River.     Operatious  in  and  near 700 

Wassaw  Sound.     Departure  from  St.  Simon's  Sound  for 688 

Goff,  'WiUiamF.     Mentioned .39 

Goldsborough,  John  R. 
Correspondence  with 

Conroy,  E 667,681 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 217,  344,  360,  471,  621, 625,  644, 723,  744,  788,  802 

Navy  Department,  U.  S - 638 

Missroon,  J.  S - 348 

Nickels,  J.  F 694 

Semmes,  A.  A 776 

Smith,  John  S. ,  et  al 256 

Mentioned 344,  359,  422,  470,  472, 586,  587, 637,  676,  719,  788,  799,  802,  808 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blockade  of 683 

Dorchester,  Ga.     Expedition  to,  April  25-27, 1862 776 

Emily  St.  Pierre,  British  ship.     Capture  of,  Miireh  18, 1862 635,  636 

Florida,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 2.56,342 

Cruise  of,  January  7  to  February  11, 1862 472 

Julia  Worden,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  and  destruction  of  schooner 

George  AVashington  and  sloop  Mary  Louisa 666 

Savannah  River.     Engagement  with  Confederates  at  mouth  of 362 

Goldsborough,  L.  M.     Mentioned  568 
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Goldsborough,  Louis  M.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  B.  Gregory 515 

Mentioned ^ 208,223, 

236,  243,  244,  285,  292,  355,  360,  409,  481,  529,  G34,  656,  665,  707,  766,  782 

Eeport  of  battle  of  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 291 

Goliah,  U.S.  Army  tug.     Mentioned 171 

Gonzales,  Ambrosio  Jose.    Mentioned 380 

Gooding,  Captain.    Mentioned 678 

Gooding,  G.  H 72 

GoodTviu,  William  'Wallace.     Report  of  value  of  sloop  Lida 373 

Gordon,  Confederate  privateer.     Mentioned 379,441,531 

Gordon,  Tug.     Mentioned 356 

Gordon,  G.  H.    Correspondence  with  D.D.Porter 116 

Gorgas,  Josiah. 

Mentioned 837,838 

Report  of  shipment  of  guns  to  South  Carolina 838 

Gorman,  La'wrence.    Mentioned 235 

Gormley,  Cra^wford  H.     Mentioned 187 

Gorringe,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 84, 108 

Mentioned 85,89,94,117,126,133,143,160 

Gould,  John  H.    Mentioned 501 

Governor,  V.  S.  transport  steamer. 

Charter  of 223 

Mentioned 0.58 

Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from,  by  U.  S.  ship  Sabine,  November  1-3, 1861. 

Casualties 235 

Communications  from 

Bradford,  A.  W ___ 252 

DuPont,S.F 238,255 

Maryland,  Governor  of _ 251 

New  York,  Common  Council  of 250 

New  York  City,  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of 248,249 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader 249,251,253 

Orders  and  instructions  S.  F.  Du  Pont 247,248,403 

Reports  of 

Burcham,  George  E 245 

DuPont,  S.  1^ 2.32,246,259 

Fulton,  C.  C 293 

Litchfield,  C.  L 244 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A 245,247 

Reynolds,  John  G -. 233-236 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader 236,  239-243,  244,  247, 285 

Weidman,  .John 237 

Resolutions  of  thanks  of 

Congress  17.  S 248 

Maryland,  General  Assembly  of 252 

New  York,  Common  Council  of 2.50 

Governor  Buckingham,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 20,54,72,118,127  141 

Governor  Dudley,  Steamer.     Mentioned 628 

Gragg,  ■William  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.Porter gg 

Mentioned 21,  72,  93,  117, 126, 133, 143, 15-1, 160, 165, 169 

Graham,  Charles  K. 

Correspondence  with  J.  F.  Schenck XI 

Mentioned g  io-12 

Granite,  U.  S.  sloop.     Mentioned 20, 22,  54,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 
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Grant,  TT.  S.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 59,62 

Ord,E.O.  C 79 

Porter,  D.D 15,79,81,83,84,88 

Eadford,  William 51,57,66 

War  Department,  U.  S 4 

Mentioned 3,  4,  8, 10, 48,  58,  66,  68,  69,  78,  97, 1 15, 158, 163, 189, 740 

Graves,  George  'W. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauniont,  J.  C 89 

Porter,  D.D Ill 

Mentioned 21,72,94,117,126,133,154,160,165,169 

Gray,  Captain.     Mentioned 576,  654 

Great  Britain,  U.  S.  Minister  to.    Mentioned 227,  228,  637 

Great  Ogeechee  River,  Georgia.     See  Ogeechee  Birrr. 
Great  Republic,  U.  S.  transport. 

Mentioned 264 

Mutiny  on  board  of 352 

Green,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Braine,  D.  L 129 

Porter,  D.D 13 

Mentioned 94, 118, 127, 128, 134, 144, 151, 160, 165, 169 

Green,  J.    Mentioned 171 

Green,  James  G.     Mentioned 20,71,93,117,126,133,  143 

Green,  Tabor.     Mentioned 266 

Green,  "W.  R.    Mentioned 780 

Green  Island,  Georgia. 

Confederate  fort  on 396,380 

Ahaudonment  of  Lattery  on.     See  Skiddaway  and  Green  islands,  Georgia. 

Greene,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 653 

Greene,  James  C.     Mentioned 94,117,126,133,143 

Greene,  Nathanael.     Order  for  preservation  of  property  formerly  helonging 

to 583,598 

Gregorie,  J.  W.    Mentioned 312 

Gregory,  Mr.    Mentioned 760 

Gregory,  Francis  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  L.  Worden 92 

Mentioned 78 

Gregory,  Hugh  M.    Mentioned 267,457,709 

Gregory,  Samuel  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  L.  M 515 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 459 

Mentioned 497,501,521,527,654,735 

Gridiron,  A.    Mentioned 825 

Griffin,  George  B.     Mentioned 20,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Grimball's  Plantation.     Captare  ol'  battery   on.     See    South  Ediato    Siver. 

Expedition  up,  April  S9,  1862. 
Grinnell,  H.  Walton. 

Mentioned 70,82,90 

Eeport  of  transmission  of  dispatches  to  W.  T.  Sherman 90 

Grozier,  C.  W.     Mentioned 733 

Grozier,  William  U. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter - 46 

Mentioned 21,73 
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Page. 
Guerard,  J.  J.    MeDtioned 311 

Gunnell,  Francis  M. 

Mentioned 334 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  battle  of  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C 279 

Guss,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 576 

GTvln,  'WiUiam.     Mentioned 409 

Hadden,  George  W.    Mentioned 20,  71,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Ha£Fards,  "William.     Mentioned 492, 595 

Haggerty,  Francis  S. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Tybee  Roads 565 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P 444 

DuPont,  S.  F 229,248,332 

Mentioned 213,229,259,262,284,444,671 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia  at  New  York 328 

Hagood,  Johnson.    Mentioned 188 

Hague,  Edrick.    Mentioned 31 

Habn,  Jacob.    Mentioned 280 

Haldy,  Captain.    Mentioned 582 

Hale,  E.  B.     See  E.  B.  Bale,  U.  S.  S. 
Hale,  John  F. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 720 

Mentioned 719,720,759,760 

Hale,  Kate.     See  Kate  Hale,  Schooner. 

Halifax,  Steamer.     Seizure  of ; 164,165 

Hall,  Durham.    Mentioued 749,  805 

Hall,  Sidney.     See  Sidney  Hall,  Steamer. 
Halleck,  H.  "W. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 136 

Mentioned 146,148,152 

Hamilton,  James  A.  (Acting  ensign).    Men  tioned 20,  72, 93, 117, 126 

Hamilton,  James  A.  (Private).     Mentioned 319 

Hamilton,  John.    Mentioned 673,  687, 704 

Hamlin,  Hannibal.     See  Vice-Vreaident,  I'.  S. 
Hampton,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 101,185,  187 

Orders  for  movements 180 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
Guard  ship  in. 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S 146 

Reports  of 

Howell,  J.  C 162 

Radford,  William 144 

Movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  (iommandant  of 78 

Porter,  David  D 14,  46, 47,  56,  76,  77,  83, 108, 109 

Reports  of 

Earle,  William 43 

Glisson,  O.  S 65,66 

Howell,  J.  C 164 

Nichols,  Ed.  T 81,85,86,95,100 

Radford,  William 115-147, 148, 152, 154 

Visit  of  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War  to 109  110 

Hanckel,  Thomas,     Mentioned 317 
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I 
Hancock,  George.  p^„^ 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 357  358 

Mentioned 357,362 

Hand,  Henry  W.     Mentioned (379 

Hanse,  Jacob.    Mentioned 266 

Harcourt,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned. .  20, 54,  72,  93, 117, 126,133, 143, 154, 156, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Hardee,  William  J.     Mentioned 622 

Harden,  William  D.     Mentioned 830 

Hargous,  P.  J.     Report  of  arrest  of  G.  W.  Lane 6 

Hargraves,  Mr.     Mentioned 756 

Harms,  H.    Mentioned 307-309 

Harper,  H.  H.     Mentioned 455 

Harrell,  Abram  D.     Mentioned 20,  71 

Harriet,  De  Ford,  U.  S.  transport  steamer.     Capture  of 105 

Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 567 

Harrington,  Daniel  C.     Mentioned 609,611,  612 

Harrington,  George.     See  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 
Harris,  John.     See  ilarine  Corps,  U.  S.,  Commandant  of. 
Harris,  Thomas  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew 651 

Correspondence  with 

Bird,  D.  15 650 

DuPont,  S.  F 655 

Williamson,  J.  C 649,650 

Mentioned 280,649,655,715,768,775,799 

Keport  of  qperations  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida 769 

Harris,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 34, 48 

Mentioned 21,  36,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Harrison,  Burton  N.     Mentioned 148 

Harrison,  J.  J.     Mentioned _ 314,317,319 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 415,  478, 542 

Hartstene,  Henry  J.     Mentioned 541 

Hartt,  Edward  (?).     Mentioned 814 

Harvest,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,421 

Harwood,  Chapman.    Mentioned 252 

Haseltine,  Vessel.     Mentioned 725 

Haskell,  Captain.     Mentioned 150 

Hassler,  Ferdinand  R.     Jlentioued 11 

Hatfield,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 242 

Hathaway,  Henry  P.     Mentioned 21,  73,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

Hathaway,  William  R.     Mentioned ,     240 

Hatteras,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 471,473 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul  at.    Mentioned 401 

Havana,  Cuba,  XT.  S.  Consul-General  at. 

Corresjiondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S 402 

Mentioned 329,398,539,541 

Haverland,  Captain.     Mentioned 732 

Havre,  France,  XT.  S.  Consul  at.     Correspondence  with  State  Department, 

U.S 437 

Hawkins,  Charles  E.    Mentioned 675 

Hawkins,  Samuel.     Mentioned 151, 152 

Hawley,  Joseph  R.     Mentionei! ; 83 

Hayes,  Jacob  L.     Mentioned - 21, 73, 94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

Hayes,  James.     Mentioned 44 

Haynie,  Hancock  H.    Mentioned 21,  72,  94, 117, 127, 133, 143 
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Hays,  Peter.    Mentioned 20,  71 

Hazard,  J.  A.    See  J.  A.  Hazard,  Bark. 

Heape,  J.  Edward.     Mentioned ? 309,311 

Heath,  Nathan  B.     Mentioned 391 

Heaton,  D.     Mentioned 107 

Heberton,  Edward  P.     Mentioned 799 

Hedger,  'William. 

Mentioned 39 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac,  February  15, 1865 38 

Heffron,  Thomas.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Dn  Pont 809 

Heidenreicb, .     Mentioned 309 

Helen,  Bark.     Mentioned 379 

Heliotrope,  U.  S.  S.     Orders  for  movements 7 

Helm,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 833,835,836,838 

Hemming,  Mr.     Mentioned 640 

Henderson,  Alexander.     Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 95 

Henrietta,  U.  S.  revenue  steamer.     Mentioned 573,  576,  593 

Henry,  John  F.     Mentioned 42 

Henry,  Patrick.     See  Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  S. 
Henry  Andrew,  U.  S.  S. 

Grounding  of 764,768,769,775 

Harris,  T.  A.,  appointed  to  command 651 

Mentioned 348,  407, 

411,  415,  427,  434,  460,  570,  603,  605,  645-650,  743,  773-775,  783,  799,  815,  819 
Operations  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.    See  Mosquito  InJet,  Florida.    Opera- 
tions in,  March  21-Z2, 1802. 

Orders  for  movements  392, 412, 438, 443, 566,  630,  655,  715 

Reconnoissance  in 

Ossaliaw  Sound  aud  Vernon  and   Great   Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia, 

December  11, 1861 395-397 

Wrights  and  Mud  rivers.  South  Carolina,  January  17-February  18, 

1862 494,496-498 

Henry  B.  Metcalf,  Schooner.     INIeutioned 680 

Henry  Brinker,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 19,20,  44,  .54,  72,  93, 117, 126, 138, 143, 154 

Movements  of 135 

Henry  Janes,  U.  S.  mortar  schooucr.     Mentioned  22, 126, 133, 143  154 

Henry  Nutt,  Schooner.     Mentioned 694 

Herald,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 421 

Herald,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418 

Herald,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

Hernandez,- .     Mentioned  362 

Herrick,  Edw^ard. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 75 

Mentioned 21  73 

Herschaft,  James  F.     Mentioned 175 

Hersey,  Samuel  F.    Mentioned  5O8 

Heslop,  M.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 809 

Hetzel,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 20  22  54  72  172  173 

He'witt,  James  S.     See  James  S.  Hewitt,  Schooner. 

Heyliger,  Louis.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 831  833 

Heyward,  'William  C. 

Mentioned 300-302,306,308,309,317 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 310 

Higginbotham,  George  B.    Mentioned 649 
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Higgins,  R.  R.     See  B.  R.  Biggins,  Schoover.  Page. 

Hill,  Daniel  H.    Mentioned 190,834 

Hill,  Lewis  R.    Mentioned 187 

Hinckel,  Anton  C.    Mentioned 700 

Hines,  'WiUiani  A.    Mentioned - 11 

Hiuson,  Captain.     Mentioned 314 

Hoeg,  H.  H.    Mentioned 601 

For  correspondence,  see  Jackaonville,  Fla.,  Mayor  of. 
Hoke,  Robert  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Parker,  Francis  S 188 

Tucker,  J.  R 188,190 

Mentioned 65,190,191 

Holbrook,  Scunuel.    Mentioned 266 

HoUand,  Daniel  P.    Mentioned 589, 590, 605,  618, 619, 624 

Hollins,  George  N.     Mentioned 807,  843 

Holloway,  Captain.     Mentioned 393 

Holmes,  George.     Mentioned 297 

Holmes,  Lucy  C.     See  Lucy  C.  Holmes.  Schooner. 

Hone,  William.    Mentioned 564,  719 

Hood,  Robin.    See  Hobin  Hood,  Ship. 

Hoover,  Henry.    Mentioned 342 

Hope,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned 705,773,782,799,815 

Orders  for  movements 691 

Hopkins,  Hdward. 

Correspondence  with  i).  Amnicn 750 

Mentioned 617,751 

Report  of  evacuation  of  Amelia  Island,  Florida 618 

Hopkins,  Joshua  W.     Mentioned 36 

Hornet,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat.     Mentioned 185 

Homsby,  Alfred.    Mentioned 26.5, 266,  636, 637 

Horton,  'William  F.     Mentioned 174, 175 

Howard,  J.  Q.     See  St.  John,  A'eio  Brunswick,  U.  S.  consul  at. 
Howard,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Slaght 120 

Report  of  Confederate  vessels  seized  in  James  River 120 

Howell,  John  C. 

Mentioned 472,473 

Reports  of. 

Hampton  Road.s. 

Movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from 164 

Request  of  General  Miles  for  guard  ship  iu 162 

North  Atlantic  Squadron.     List  of 165 

Howland,  John.    Mentioned 121 

Howie,  W.  R.    Mentioned 42 

Howquah,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 5,20,38 

Orders  for  movements 49, 57 

Hoyt,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 20, 22, 54, 72, 93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Hoyt,  William  D.    Correspondence  with  .John  Fraser  &  Co 838 

Hudgins,  Albert  G.    Mentioned 187 

Huger,  Arthur  M. 

Mentioned 307-311 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861 308 
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Huger,  Benjamin.    Mentioned 292 

Huger,  Joseph  A 307,  311 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 19, 20,  48,  52,  54,  72, 87,  93,  96, 117, 126, 133,  143, 154 

Movements  of 71,  76 

Hunt,  James  P.     Mentioned 473 

Hunter,  David. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 718,  722 

Mentioned 377,  702-704,  713,  718,  725,  730,  731,  754,  766,  811,  820 

Huntington,  Robert  W.     Mentioned 238 

Huntsville,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 77,92,100,211 

Huron,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 737,738,763,794 

Grounding  of,  February  10, 1862 543-545,551 

Jlentioned 20, 25,  33,  37,  52,  54,  64,  72,  84,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 145, 

154,  173,  174,  175,  631-635,  666,  693-695,  770,  773,  785,  795,  796, 810, 811,  815 

Orders  for  movements 47,  77,  672,  693 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  Fehruari/  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  574,  576,  577,  579,  580,  583,  587,  588,  593,  597- 
599,  601,  604,  605. 

Huse,  Caleb.     Mentioned 835 

Huse,  Samuel.     Mentioned 21 

Hutchinson, .    Mentioned 266 

Hutchinson,  David.    Mentioned 228 

Hyde,  Qeorge  W.    Mentioned 13 

Ida,  Steamer.     Mentioned 500,  553, 555 

Immortalite,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Mentioned 274,  357,  358,  362,  414 

Imperatrice,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

India,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 510 

Ingraham,  Dnncan  N. 

Assigned  to  duty  in  Charleston  Harbor 829 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 840 

Mentioned 829,843 

Intoxicants.     Restriction  of  sale  of,  on  trading  vessels 741 

Iosco,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 20  25 

54,  64,  65,  67,  71,  72,  93, 107, 117, 126, 133, 143, 145, 154-156, 160, 165, 168,' 169 

Operations  in  Roanoke  River 108,  149-151 

Orders  for  movements 19  167 

Ireland,  'William.     Mentioned 104 

Irene,  Schooner.     See  Albert,  Schooner. 
Iroquois,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 209 

Orders  for  movements 022 

Ir-win,  John. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Dn  Pont _ 731 

Mentioned 267,  447-449,  598,  638,  705,  716,  730 

Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.  S.  8.     Mentioned 20  54  72 

Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  II.  S.  steam  transport  Covornor,  November  l-,3, 1861..       232- 

253,  259,  260, 293 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.C,  November  7,  1861 282 

Capture  of  the  schooner  British  Empire,  April  3,  1862 708-711 

Mentioned 2LM .  255,  256,  262,  26.3,  278  284 

332,  354,  427,  653,  660,  693,  717,  748,  749,  751,  753,  773,  774,  799,  804^  805^  815 
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Isaac  Smith,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Movements  of 723,  764,  765 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.    Expedition  to  coasts  of,  Febrkarij  2S  to  March 
15, 1S6S,  pp.  571,  573,  576, 577, 583,  584,  587,  593, 598,  599,  601-603. 
Operations 

In  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  South  Carolina,  January  1-12,  1862 457 

At  St.  Augustine,  Fla 643 

In  St.  John's  River,  Florida 806 

Orders  for  movements 218,  516 

Reconnoissance  in 

Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina,  December  10-12,  1861 392 

Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers.  South  Carolina,  Decem- 
ber 5-9,  1861 388-390 

Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28,  1862 522-529 

Isabel,  Steamer.     See  Ella  Warlei/. 

Isherwood,  Benjamin  F.     Mentionoil 814 

Island  Belle,*  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  December  31,  1861 428,44.5,446 

Jlentioned 379 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 472 

J.  A.  Hazard,  Bark.     Mentioned 341 

J.  Frambes,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Jackaway,  Joseph  A. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 75 

Mentioned 20,72 

Jackson,  A.    Mentioned -  -       825 

Jackson,  Fort.    See  Fort  Jackson,  Georgia. 
Jackson,  John  P.     See  J«/i?t  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Jackson,  L.  A.     Mentioned 734 

Jackson,  Thomas.     Mentioned 26.'>,  266 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Ammen,  Daniel 750 

Hopkins,  Edward 750 

Wright,  H.  G - 581 

Report  of  J.  Glendy  Sproston 751 

Expedition  to. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F 586 

Wright,  H.  G 586 

Orders  and  instruction.s. 

DuPont,  S.F 586,587 

Stevens,  T.  H 729 

Reports  of 

Bndd,  William 738 

DuPont,  S.  F 588,598 

Occupation  of. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 603 

Instructions  from  mayor  to  citizens  of 600 

Report  of  T.H.Stevens 599 

Sentiment  of  people  of 642 

Withdrawal  of  Federal  troops  from. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 716 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.F.  DuPont T17 


*  Known  also  as  General  Ripl«y. 
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Jacksonville,  Pla. — Continued.  Page. 

AVithdrawal  of  Federal  troops  from. 
Keports  of 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A 753 

Stevens,  T.H 728,739 

See  also  St.  John's  Jiiver,  Florida. 
James  Adger,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  the  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  March  18, 1862 635-638 

Condition  of , 532 

Mentioned 212, 218, 427,  429, 4.59,  485,  759,  773,  778,  785, 787, 810,  815,  818 

Orders  for  movements 381,411,624,784 

See  also  Greorgia  and  Florida.    Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  S8  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  581,  593. 

James  M.  Vance,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

James  River,  Virginia. 

Confederate  vessels  destroyed  in 101 

Confederate  vessels  seized  in.     Keports  of 

Breese,K.E 121 

Howard,  John  B  120 

Ord,E.O.C 120 

Parker,  James 121,167 

Slaght,  James  C - 120 

See  also  Bichmond,  Va.     Correspondence  relative  to  possession  of  Confederate 
naval  property,  etc. 
Operations  in. 

.  Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Malvern 175,176 

Communications  from 

Eggleston,  E.  T 189 

Grant,  U.S 51,59,62,88 

Mitchell,  John  K 177 

Navy  Department,  U.S 62 

Porter,  David  D 55,116 

Eadford,  Willi  am 46, 57 

Memoranda  of  John  K.  Mitchell  on  relinquishing  command  in 185 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Mitchell,  John  K 177,178,180,182,183 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 13,59,60,66,67,69,77,78 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of 78 

Porter,  David  D 4, 

7,  23,  45,  46,  48,  51,  84,  85,  88,  89,  95,  97, 102, 108, 109-114, 115 

Radford,  William 63, 137 

Eonckendorif,  William 98 

Keports  of 

Blake,  Homer  C 69,114 

Chandler,  E 98 

Glisson,  0.  S 60,65,66 

Mitchell,  John  K 182,184 

Porter,  David  D 101 

Kadford,  William 6, 10, 14, 15, 17, 18,  41,  48,  66,  68,78 

Ramsay,  Frank  M 104 

See  also  Appomattox  Biver;  Chickakominy  Biver;  Bichmond,  Va. 
Prizes  captured  in,  vessels  entitled  to  share  in.     Eeport  of  William  Eonck- 
endorif         142 

Raising  of  Confederate  vessels  in.     Eeport  of  William  Eadford 124 

Removal  of  obstructions  from.     Eeport  of  B.  Maillefert 138 

Sea  officeis  on  Confederate  vessels  in 187 
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James  River  Squadron.  Page. 

Destruction  of  vessels  of.     Order  of  Navy  Department,  C.  S 191 

Sea  officers  in 187 

Semmes,  Raphael,  relieves  John  K.Mitchell  of  command  of 183-186 

James  S.  Hewitt,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Jane  A.  Bishop,  Bark.    Mentioned 229 

Jane  Satterth-wait,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Janes,  Henry.     See  Henry  Janes,  U.  S.  mortar  aohooner. 

Jeff  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer.     Mentioned 379,  622 

Jekyl  Island,  Georgia. 

Condition  of  battery  on.     Report  of  W.G.Gill 830 

Occupation  of.     See  Brunswick,  Ga.     Operations  against,  and  occupation  of. 

Jenkins,  Dr.     Mentioned 316 

Jenkins,  Oliver  L.    Mentioned 42 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A.     See  Light- House  Board,  Secretary  of. 

Jennings,  M.  W.    Mentioned 413 

John  L.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 22, 54,  72, 94, 117, 122, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Orders  for  movements 19 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 643,666 

John  Randolph,  Ship.     Mentioned 787 

Johnson,  Andrew  W.     Report  of  capture  of  British  ship  Cheshire,  Dccemher 

6,1861 391 

Johnson,  Bartlett  S.     Mentioned 187 

Johnson,  Jack.    Mentioned  678 

Johnson,  John  A.     Mentioned 317 

Johnson,  lVIillei*H.    Mentioned 666-668,796 

Johnson,  Mortimer  L.     Mentioned 577,731 

Johnson,  Niels.    Mentioned 662 

Johnston,  Albert  S.     Mentioned 618 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.     Mentioned 189 

Johnston,  Oscar  F. 

Mentioned 298 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island      842 

John  W.  Anderson,  Schooner.     Mentioned 345, 346 

Jones,  Mr.     Mentioned 787 

Jones,  Cada-walader.    Mentioned 301,303,305 

Jones,  J.  D.    Mentioned 248 

Jones,  J.  Pembroke. 

Mentioned 186,295,298 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island      842 
Jones,  James. 

Mentioned 413,453,454 

Report  of  engagement  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C,  January  1, 1862 454 

Jones,  John.    Mentioned 677 

Jones,  Samuel.    Mentioned 832 

Jordan,  James.     Mentioned 36 

Josselyn,  Francis.     Mentioned 19,  20,73,94,118,127,134,144 

Joyce, .    Mentioned 319 

Jubilee,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 511 

Judson,  J.  A.     Correspondence  with  .Tones  Frankle 158 

Julia  Usher,  Steamer.     Mentioned 638 

Julia  Worden,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  March  27, 1862 666-668, 681, 682, 719, 793 

Jupiter  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 467,474 

Kane,  John.    Mentioned 677 
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Kansas,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned 20,52,54,72,94,115.117 

Orders  for  movements 109 

Kamak,  Steamer.     Mentioned 462,628,629,774 

Easson,  John  A.     See  Post- Office  J>eparlment,  V.  S. 

Kate,*  Steamer.     Mentioned..  519, 531,  532,  562,  564,  56.5,  596,  602,  60.S,  627-629,  646,  647 

Kate  Hale.    See  Success,  Schooner. 

Keene,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 266,281 

KeU,  John  Mcintosh.    Mentioned 182,185 

Kelly,  Charles  V.    Mentioned 564 

Kelly,  John.     Mentioned 266,279 

Kelsey,  A.  Warren.    Mentioned 648 

Eempff,  Iiouis.    Mentioned 447,448 

Kempton,  'William  L.    Mentioned 778,  779 

Kennard,  Joel  S. 

Mentioned 295,297 

Report  of  inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oaklev  Island .      842 

Kennea  &  Declouet.    Mentioned 833 

Kennedy,  John  A.     See  Neiv  York,  Superintendent  of  Metropolitan  Police. 

Kennett,  Ferdinand  S.    Mentioned 187 

Kennon,  Beverly.    Mentioned 186 

Kensington,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,421 

Kensington,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 552,558,798 

Orders  for  movements 746 

Kerens,  James  H. 

Mentioned 20,72,93,117,126,133,135,143,154 

Report  of  condition  of  inhabitants  of  Washington,  N.  C 135 

Keyser,  Ed'ward  S. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 75 

Mentioned 20,  72,  93, 117, 126, 1S3, 143, 154 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 536,537,677-679 

Cruise  of,  March  29-ApriI  25, 1862 677-680 

Mentioned 20,28,30,55,72,462,478,487,530, 

533,  541,  562,  631,  652,  668,  670, 729,  732,  733,  746,  766,  767,  773, 807,  816, 817 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River 38 

Orders  for  movements 5, 29,  45, 466,  484, 507,  627,  674,  798 

Reconnoissanoe  in  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida 632 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.    Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  SS  to  March  13, 
1862,  pp.  571, 573, 588,  592,  601-«03. 
Kilty,  Augustus  H. 

Mentioned 11^  121 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Roanoke  at  New  York 128 

Kimball,  Amos  S.    Mentioned 99 

Kineo,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 122 

King,  Mr.     Mentioned 431^  591 

King,  James  VT.     Mentioned 267 

King,  T.  Butler.     Mentioned 345^  634 

Kingfisher,  U.  S.  bark.     Mentioned 473 

Kitchen,  John  S.    Mentioned 611 

Kitchen,  Theodore.     Mentioned 609, 611 

Knapp,  Shepherd.     See  Shepherd  Knapp,  U.  S.  ship. 

Knoz,  Mr.     Mentioned 737 


*  Formerly  CaroliDa. 
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I'apre. 

Kruge,  A.  O.    Mentioned 153,160,165,169,171 

L.  C.  Richmond,  Ship  (Stone  fleet) .     Mentioned 418,  421 

Lacy,  Timothy.    Mentioned ^ 235 

Ladies'  Boat,  Conlederate.    Mentioned 786 

Lady  Davis,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 295  786 

Lamb,  George.     Mentioned 42 

Lamkiii,  William  A.    Mentioned 187 

Lamsou,  Roswell  H.     Mentioned 20,  26.5,  267,  577 

Landreth,  David.    Mentioned _ 380 

Lane,  Mr.     Mentioned 483,  484 

Lane,  George  W.     Mentioned 6, 16, 23 

Lane,  George  "W.  (Acting  master's  mate).     Mentioned 94, 117, 126, 133, 143 

Lane,  Harriet.     See  Harriet  Lane,  U.  S.  S. 

Lane,  Levi.    Mentioned 346 

Lane,  'William  Q.    Mentioned 242 

Langford,  G.  Y'.     Mentioned 413 

Langford,  J.  P.      Mentioned 413 

Langford,  L,  M.    Mentioned 413 

Langthorne,  Amos  R. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 49 

Mentioned 20,71,93,116 

Lanier,  Edmund. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F , 39 1,  395, 474,  621,  692 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 635 

■VVatmojigh,  P.  G 728,  756 

Mentioned 397,  403, 420,  572,  573,  593, 70G,  744, 74!i,  760,  788,  801 

Reports  of. 

Admiral,  Ship.     Capture  of,  December  12,  1861 397 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S.    Arrival  of,  at  Baltimore  with  dispatches  and  pris- 
oners from  Fernandina,  Fla .594 

Flag,  U.S.  S.     Condition  of 340 

St.  Simon's  Island.    Negro  colony  on,  and  expedition  to  St.  Cather- 
ine's Sound 756 

St.  Simon's  Sound.     Operations  in 727 

Lardner,  James  L. 

Appointed  to  command 

Blockade  off  Cbarleston 624 

In  Port  Royal  Harlior 623 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  B.  F 626 

Collins,  N 641,642,653,654,663 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F 228, 254,  284, 340,  362,  403,  603,  630, 631,  684,  759 

Parrott,  E.  G 656 

Sherman,  T.W 652 

Summers,  \V.  H 276 

■Wells,  C.H  653 

Detached  irom  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squiidron 781,782 

Mentioned. ..  214, 254,  260,  262.  263,  344,  359-361,  365,  306,  371,  424,  471,  472,  480,  482, 
572,  625,  631,  666,  668,  674,  603,  695, 719,  722,  738,  713-745,  756,  760,  764,  782 
Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Blockade  of 361 

Vessels  captured  or  destroyed  off 770 

Coquette,  British  sloop.     Capture  of,  April  3,  1862 707 
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Iiardner,  James  L. — Continued.  Page. 

Eeports  of. 

Savannah  River.     Operations  in 641,652 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S.     Damages  sustained  by,  and  casualties  on,  bat- 
tle of  Port  Royal,  S.  C 275 

La^rrence,  C.  K.     See  C.  K.  Lawrence,  Schooner. 

La'^son,  Peter.     Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  V.S 149 

Iia-nton,  Mr.    Mentioned 505,  506 

La'vrton,  Alexander  R. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.S 827 

Mentioned 300,301,827,828,834 

Report  of  expedition  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C 828 

Lay,  John  L.     Mentioned 21, 73 

Iiaytou,  James  T.     Mentioned 187 

Lazaretto  Creek.     Obstruction  of.     Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman  . ..      556 

lieake,  W.  D.    Mentioned 455,  456 

Lee,  Charles  C.    Mentioned 834 

Lee,  Edgar  J.    Mentioned 150, 1,51 

Lee,  Fanny.    See  Fanny  Lee,  Britiah  schooner. 
Lee,  Fort.     See  Fort  Lee,  X.  C. 
Lee,  Francis  D. 

Mentioned 299,  307,  .309, 353 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861 312 

Lee,  Larkin  T.     Mentioned 171 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 423 

Mentioned 176, 191,  433,  532,  .541,  575,  617,  807,  829,  832,  837,  838,  842 

Eeports  of. 

Confederate  service.     Mustering  State  regiments  into 833 

Port  Royal,  S.C.     Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 299 

South  Carolina.     Need  of  guns  for  defense  of 837 

Tybee  Island,   Georgia.      Occupation  of,   by  Federal  naval  forces, 

November  24,  1861 327 

Wright's  and  Mud  rivers.     Federal  operations  in,  and  engagement  in 

Savannah  River 504,505 

Special  orders 829 

Lee,  RobertG.    Mentioned 20,71,85 

Lee,  Sidney  S.     Correspondence  with 

Mitchell,  J.  K 182,184 

Semmes,  Raphael 183 

Lee,  Samuel  Phillips.    Mentioned 3,  213 

Lee,  Stephen  D.    Mentioned 476 

Lee,  'William.     See  William  Lee,  Ship. 

Leesburg,  Steamer.    Mentioned 661 

Legar^,  James.    Mentioned 465,  .521 

Lehigh,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 142 

Mentioned 66,94,98,99, 117, 126, 133, 143, 152, 154, 156 

Orders  for  movements 1J2 

Lehmann,  Theodore  F.    Mentioned 73 

Lelar,  Henry.    Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  I'ont 799 

Lelar,  Robert  G.     Mentioned 71J8  799 

Lenapee,  U.  S.  S. 

Barnes,  J.  S.,  ordered  to  comm.Tud _ 15 

Mentioned 21,25,33,37,46, 

53, 55, 02,  70,  72,  94, 117, 126,  127, 133, 143, 154-156,  160, 165,168, 169,172, 174 
Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River 59,83,106,118,173 
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Lenthall,  John.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.F ^ 740,813 

Radford,  William 124 

Men  jioned 75 

Leonardi,  Mathias,     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Dn  Pont 659,  660 

Leone.  Antonio.     Mentioned 780 

Leouidas,  Barli  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,421 

Le  Roy.  'William  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pout,  S.F 484,588,627,074,798 

Godon,  S.W 562 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 466 

Steedman,  C 562 

Mentioned 530,  537,  631,  677,  729,  732,  760,  766,  767 

Reports  of. 

Fernandina,  Fla.     Arrival  off 507 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S.    Cruise  of,   Jlarch  29-April  25,   1862,   and 

capture  of  schooner  Success 078 

Mars,  Schooner.     Cajjture  of,  February  5,  1862 530 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     Rcconnoissance  in 032 

St.  Augustine,  X''la.     Reconnois8an(  e  of 592 

Letcher,  John.    Mentioned - 836 

Lewis,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,419 

Le'wis,  Chester,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Lida,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  December  1,  1861 372-374 

Liebenau,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 669,  673 

Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association,  President  of.     Correspondence  with 

Cadwalader  Ringgold 249 

Life-Saving   Benevolent  Association,  Secretary  of.    Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 248 

Light-House  Beard,  Secretary  of.    Correspondence  wi  th  S.  F.  Du  Pont 335, 582 

Light-House  Board,  Superintendent  of    Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont.      692 

Light-bouses.     Depredations  committed  upon 207,216,582,692 

Lilac,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 21,  54,  72,  94, 117, 121, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Lilian,  U.  S.  S. 

Fitting  of,  for  service  in  East  Gulf  Squadron 10 

Josselyn,  Francis,  appointed  to  command 19 

Mentioned 20,50,72,82 

Proposition  to  turn  over  to  Army - 76 

Lilla,  Brig.     Mentioned 638 

Litchfield,  C.  L. 

Correspondence  with  Cadwalader  Ringgold 244 

Mentioned 234,237,242 

Little  Ada,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,  .34, 37, 55,  72,  82 

Orders  for  movements 74 

Little  Cumberland  Island.     Condition  of  light-house  on.     Conmmnications 

from  S.  F.  Du  Pout 582 

Littlepage,  H.  Beverly.    Mentioned 182, 187 

Littlepage,  William  B.    Mentioned 187 

Little  River  and  Shallotte  Inlet.    E.xpedition  to,  February  4  and  6,  1865. 

Report  of  W.  B.  Gushing 5 

Livermore,  Henry  S.    Mentioned 1*3 

Liverpool,  Schooner.     Destruction  of,  April  10,  1862 077,  679 

N  Vf  R — VOL  12 57 
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Page. 
Liverpoo],  U.  S.  Consul  at.     Correspondence  with  State  Department,  IT.  S..       535 

Livingston,  George  B.    Mentioned 20,  71, 93 

Livingston,  J.  "W.     Correspondence,  with  Navy  Depiirtment,  U.  S 481 

Lizzie  Freeman,  Tug.     Mentioned 11 

Lockbart,  Captain.     Mentioned - 680 

Lockv70od,  John  L.     See  John  L.  Lochwood,  U.  S.  S, 

Lockwood,  Robert  Warner.  ( f  )     Mentioned 833 

Lockvrood,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 531,  629,  838 

Lomaz,  L.  L.     Correspondence  with  E.  Semmes 191 

Loudon,  U.  S.  Consul  at.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S--  330,  554,  557 

Lopez,  Pilot.     Mentioned 644 

Loring,  Dr.     Mentioned 601 

Loring,  James.    Mentioned 536 

Loring,  'William  W.    Mentioned 622 

Louch,  Abraham  J.    Mentioned 106 

Louisa  Agnes,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 408 

Lovrry,  Reigart  B.    Mentioned 82 

Loyall,  Benjamin  P. 

Appointed  commander  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  capture 

of  the  U.  S.  S.  Underwriter 181 

Mentioned 180 

Loyd,  John.     Mentioned 283 

Lucas, .     Mentioned - 737 

Lucas,  J.  Jonathan.    Mentioned 476 

Lucas,  ■WilUam.    Mentioned 735 

Luce,  Stephen  B.     Mentioned 267,339,386,447-449 

Lucy  C.  Holmes,  Schooner.     Mentioned 736,  762 

Lucy  Darling,  Schooner.     Mentioned 735 

Lund,  Daniel.     Mentioned 32 

Lungren,  H.  G.    Mentioned 578, 588 

Lydia  and  Mary,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  March  29,  1862 681-083, 719,  793 

Lynah,  E.     Mentioned 306,307 

Lyons,  Jer.     Mentioned 31 

Lyons,  Lord.     Mentioned 333,407,460,490 

For  correspondence,  see  British  viinister  to  the  United  States. 

M.  A.  Schindler,  Schooner.     Mentioned 404 

Mabel,  British  Schooner.     Capture  of,  November  15,  1861 345, 346 

McArann,  Robert  M. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 381 

Mentioned 410 

Mc Arthur,  William  M.     Mentioned 730 

McBlair,  Charles  H. 

Menti oned G 17-620,  842 

Reports  of  condition  of  defenses  of  Fernaudina,  Fla 840 

McBlair,  William.    Mentioned 187 

McBride,  John.     Mentioned 43 

McCann,  William  P.     Mentioned 165,169,243 

McCauley,  Edward  Y. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 487 

Mentioned 530 

McClellan,  George  B.    Mentioned 375,807 

McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 247, 

56fr-569, 571,  573, 576,  583,  593, 654,  726 

McConnell,  Archibald  E.    Mentioned 283 

McCorkle,  W.  H.    Mentioned 314 
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McCuUoch,  Hugh.     See  Treasury  Department,  TT.  S.  Page. 

MacDiarmid,  John.     Mentioned 20,  72, 118, 127 

McDonald,  Edwin  A.    Mentioned 21,  72, 94, 118, 127, 133, 141, 154, 160, 165, 169 

Macdonald,  William  H.     Statement  of  movements  of  blockade  rnniiers 441 

McDonnell,  James.    Mentioned 529 

McGilvery,  WilUam.    Mentioned 508 

McGinnis,  John.    Mentioned 737 

McGlensey,  John  F.     Mentioned 742 

McQ-owan,  Samuel.     Mentioned 455 

MoGuigan,  Patrick.    Mentioned • 266, 277 

Machen,  E.  C.    Mentioned 187 

McHenry,  John  H.    Mentioned 463 

Machine  shops,  Floating.     Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont  regardinfr.. .      341 

Mclntire,  MV.  J.  C.     Mentioned 811 

Mcintosh,  Acting  Master's  Mate.     Mentioned 646 

McKean,  William  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Fox,  G.  V 090 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 690,091,792 

Mentioned 214,222,471-473,643,690 

McKeowu,  Thomas.    Mentioned 235 

Mackie,  J.  Walter.    Mentioned - 547-550 

Mackinaw,  Ship.    Mentioned 786,787 

Mackinaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 2.5,  33, 37, 54,  63,  72,  81,  88,  94,  97, 117, 125, 126, 173, 174 

Operations  i  n  Appomattox  River 106 

Operaticins  in  Cape  Fear  River 32 

Orders  for  movements 49,  80, 112 

McKinley,  Alexander.     Mentioned 265 

McMahon,  M. 

Correspondence  vrith  Jones  Frankle - 139 

Mentioned 150,152 

McMeekin,  Hayne.     Mentioned 314 

McMichaei,  Morton.     Mentioned 380 

McNair,  Antoine  R.     Mentioned 664 

Macomb,  William  H. 
Correspondence  with 

English,  Earl 73,103,125 

Febiger,  J.  C 50,107,109,123 

Frankle,  .Tones 138 

Hargons,  P.  J 6 

Porter,  D.D 8,10,19,20,78,87 

Radford,  W 149,161 

Renshaw,  R.  T 135 

Rhind,A.  C 64,65,67,71,99 

Sumner,  E.V 103 

Thornton,  J.  S 150 

Mentioned 7,8,17,19,21,44,47,49,73,75,94, 

104, 115, 118, 127, 132, 134, 141, 144, 149, 154, 155, 160,  161,  163-165,  167,  169 
Reports  of. 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram.     Raising  of 75 

Chowan  and  Meherrin  rivers,  North  Carolina.     Operations  in 102, 106 

Chowan  River.     Operations  in 96 

North  Carolina.     Operations  in  waters  of 22,  58,  75,  76,  92 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.     Disposition  of 136 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.     Seizure  of 107 
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Macomb,  William  H.— Continued.  Page. 

KeportB  of. 

Roanoke  River. 

Construction  of  Confederate  ram  in -^- 87 

Seizure  of  property  in 148, 149, 159, 161, 163, 164, 166 

Weldon,  N.  C.    Rumored  evacuation  of,  and  destruction  of  ram   at 

Edwards  Ferry 116 

Slaves,  fugitive 44 

Requests  to  be  relieved  from  command  in  sounds  of  North  Carolina 144 

Madgie,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 759,773,816,818 

Orders  for  movements 630,798 

MafStt,  Eugene  A.    Mentioned 319 

Maffitt,  JohnN.     Mentioned 295,487 

Magnet,  Schooner.     Mentioned 793 

Magra'w, .     Mentioned - 516 

Mahopac,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  made  by ; 142 

Mentioned 94,98,99,117 

Movements  of 65,  66 

Orders  for  movements 69, 102 

Maillefert,  Benjamin.     Report  of  removal  of  obstructions  from  James  River.       138 

Maine,  Governor  of.    Mentioned 221 

Maine  Troops.    Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments :  8th,  730. 

Majestic,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 511 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.     See  Navy  Department  C.  S. 
Maloney,  D.     See  D.  Malovey,  Brig. 
Malvern,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  February  5  to  April  14,  1865 173-176 

Condition  of 166 

Mentioned 7, 8, 14, 16, 21, 25,  27,  29,  30,  32,  33,  35,  42, 44,  48,  49-51, 

53, 56,  72,  74,  76,  78,  80-82,  84,  87-90,  92,  94,  95,  97,  101,  102,  104,  109,  115, 
117, 119, 127, 132, 133, 142-144, 146,  147, 149, 152,  154-156,  160-162,  164-169 

Movements  of 170, 172 

Operations  iu  Cape  Fear  River  45 

Orders  for  movements 66, 130,141 

Mangum,  V7.  B.    Mentioned 182 

Mami,  A.  Dudley.     Mentioned 835, 836 

Manton,  Benjamin  D. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 533 

Mentioned , 706 

Maratanza,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,  25,  33,  37,  55,  57,  58,  62,  63,  70,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 174 

Orders  for  movements 31  46  53 

Marchand,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Baxter,  I.  B 4g5 

DuPout,  S.F 411,624,784,818 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 787 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 381 

Mentioned 430,581,759,778,807 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blockade  of 784 

Georgetown,  S.  C.     Affairs  in  vicinity  of 459 

Marcia,  Bark  (Stone  ileet).     Mentioned 511 

Margaret  Scott,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).    Mentioned 5II 
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Maria  Theresa,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     MeDtioned 418,421 

Marine  battalion.    Rescue  of.     See  Governor,  U.  S.  iransp«rl  steamer.     Rescue 
of  marine  battalion  from,  by  U.  S.  ship  Sabine,  November  1-3, 1S61. 
Marine  Corps,  IT.  S.,  Commandant  of.     Correspondeuce  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 658 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 209,217 

Reynolds,  J.  6  235 

Marion,  Chartered  steamer.    Mentioned 512,  514,  573,  581,  740 

Marlon  James.    Mentioned 648 

Mars,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  February  5,  1862 536,  .537 

Martin,  Mr.     Mentioned 814 

Martin,  J.  M.    Mentioned 618 

Martin,  Samuel  Q.    Mentioned 264,284,285 

Martin,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 19,  21, 22,  44, 54, 72,  94, 110, 1 17, 133, 143, 154 

Martin,  TVilliam  E.    Mentioned 300,454,455 

Martin,  W.  K.     Correspondence  with  R.  Semmes 191 

Marvin,  'William.     See  Florida,  Judge  of  U.  S.  district  court  of. 

Mary  E.  Thompson,  Brig.     Mentioned 732 

Mary  Emily,  British  brig.     Mentioned 4U 

Mciryland,  Bark.     Mentioned _ 629 

Maryland,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  251 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader 252,253 

Maryland,  Legislature  of.    Resolution  of  thanks  of,  to  Cadwalader  liing- 

gold 251-253 

Mary  Louisa,  Sloop.     Destruction  of,  March  27, 1862 666-668 

Mary  Stewart,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  3, 1862 734, 736 

Mary  Teresa,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  May  10, 1862 809-811 

Mason,  Charles  T.    Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 177 

Mason,  George. 

Mentioned 257 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida 256 

Mason,  James  M.    Mentioned 347, 379,  640, 643 

Mason,  Thomas.    Mentioned 187 

Mason,  'William  P.    Mentioned 187 

Massachusetts,  IT.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 733,734,751,800,810,811 

Orders  for  movements , 755,799 

Massachusetts  Troops.    Mentioned.    Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments :  2d,  138, 

158. 
Massasoit,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 52,  54,  63,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 135, 143, 145, 154 

Orders  for  movements 104 

Masters,  John  S.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 659, 660 

Masters,  A.  'Wallace.    Mentioned 187 

Matanzas,  Fla.     Capture  of  schooner  British  Empire  at,  April  3, 1862 708-711 

Mather,  S.  "W. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 412,443,566,647 

Death  of.     See  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     Operations  in,  March  21-22,  1SG2. 

Mentioned 348, 395,  397,  407, 438, 460, 497,  570,  645-648,  651,  655, 657, 819 

Mathews,  John.    Mentioned 734,735,737 

Mathews,  S.  H.    Mentioned 238 

Mattabesett,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 44,  50,  54,  72,  94, 109, 110, 117, 123, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Operations  in  Roanoke  River 107 
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Mattair,  James  O.     Mentioned 461,635,690,705 

MattheTurs,  B.    Mentioned '- *13 

MattheTws,  John.     Mentioned 4rl3 

Maumee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 54,  63,  72,  94, 115, 117, 120, 124, 126, 133, 143, 147, 154,  155, 176 

Operations  in  James  Eiver,  Virginia 121 

Orders  for  movements 46, 142, 157 

Mazrwell,  G.  Troup.    Mentioned 738,  739 

Max^vell,  James  G.    Mentioned 804 

MaxTvell,  'William.    Mentioned --       546 

Mayflower,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mohican 257 

Reconnoissance  in  Coosaw  Eiver,  South  Carolina 413 

Mayo,  Henry  O.     Mentioned 519 

Mays,  R.  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Ammen,  Daniel 697 

Crews,  Mr 696 

Mentioned 687,096,698,712,728,806 

Mechanic,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 510 

Meens,  Dr.     Mentioned 358 

Meberxiu  River,  North  Carolina.    Operations  in.    Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb.  102,106 
Meigs,  Montgomery  C. 

Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman 510 

Mentioped 167 

Melchers,  F.     Mentioned 309 

Mellach,  Emanuel.    Mentioned 30,71 

Melvern,  Henry.     Mentioned 171 

Memminger,  Charles  G.     See  Treasury  Department,  C.  S. 

Memphis,  Steamer.    Mentioned 638 

Mendota,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,  46,  52,  54,  64,  72,  85,  94, 100, 117, 125, 127, 131 

Movements  of 81,105,130 

Orders  for  movements 77,  111,  130 

Mercer,  Hugtl  'W.    Mentioned 827 

Merchant,  Robert.    Mentioned 94 

Mercury,  U.  S.  S. 

Al  istract  log,  November  5,  7,  and  February  10, 1861 284 

Mentioned 264,561,626,668,673,707,718 

Operations  in  Wright's  River,  South  Carolina 721 

Reconnoissance  in  New  River,  South  Carolina,  March  25,  18G:i 663 

Meriam,  Frank  B. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F ; 798 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 630 

Mentioned 759 

Merriman,  J.  N.    Mentioned 677-680 

Messenger,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 51O 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  S. 

Loss  of,  February  15, 1865 S8-41  43 

Movements  of jg 

Metcalf,  Henry  B.     See  Henrg  B.  Metcalf,  Schoonei-. 

Meteor,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 4I8  419 

Miami,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,  52,  51,  64,  72,  81,  88,  94, 117, 126, 132, 133, 141 

Orders  for  movements 89  97  111  134 
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Michigau Troops.     ^Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments:  8th,  412,  414,755.  Pago. 

Middletou,  J.  I.,  jr.     Mentioneil 307 

Middleton,  Xjondoii.     Mentioned 664 

Midshipmen.     Appointment  of,  as  acting  masters  autliorizeil 331 

Miles,  Nelson  A.    Mentioned 162 

Miller,  Charles.    Mentioned 654 

Miller,  Edward  H.    Mentioned 235 

Miller,  H.  R.     Mentioned 801 

Miller,  Henry  W. 

Report  of  occupation  of  batteries  ou  Jekyl  Island 592 

Mentioned 258,  260, 574,  606,  607,  612,  613 

Miller,  Isaac.     Mentioned 151,100,165,168,169 

Miller,  John.     Mentioned 811 

Miller,  Rachel  S.     See  liachel  S.  ililler,  Schooner. 

Mills,  W.  A.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 378 

Milne,  Alexander.     Mentioned 357 

Milton,  John.     See  Florida,  Governor  of. 

Minna,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 296,297,308,315 

Minor,  Alfred  "W. 

Mentioned 811 

Report  of  capture  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter,  near  Fort  Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11, 1862 812 

Mintzer,  Frederick  W.     Mentioned 21,72,94 

Miramou,  General.     See  General  Miramon,  Steamer. 

Missimer,  Hillary.     Mentioned 265,267 

Mississippi  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments:  24tli,  834. 

Mississippi,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 626 

Missroon,  John  S. 

Correspondence  witli 

Braine,  D.  L 231 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 255,  325,  344,  369,  382,  401,  407, 410, 415,  420,  424, 519 

Goldsborough,  J.  R - 348 

Mentioned 214,  324,  344,  367,  369,  371,  372,  382,  384,  391,  392,  400, 412,  432 

Re])orts  of. 

E.  J.  Waterman,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  November  30, 1861 369,  370 

Fort  Pulaslci  and  Savannah,  Ga.     Information  received  from  deserter 

regarding 432 

Rhode  Island  and  Monticello,  U.  S.  steamers.     Movements  of 222 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Blockade  of - 231,355 

Savannah  River. 

Arrival  of  stone  fleet  in 419 

Engagement  with  Confederates  at  mouth  of 363 

Tyhee  Island,  Georgia. 

Measures  for  holding 365,  378 

Occupation  of,  November  21,  I8G1 -- ..       326 

Mitchell,  Mrs.     Mentioned - 601 

Mitchell,  John  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Arledge,  G.  H 182,183 

Bradford,  W.L 177,178,180,183 

Dunnjngtou,  J.  W 178 

Mason,  C.T 177 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S.,  Commanding  oflicer  of 180 

Rootes,  Thomas  K 182 
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Mitchell,  John  K.— Continued.  I'age- 

Correspondence  with 

Semnies,  R ^^^ 

Smith,  P.  AV - 1'^'^ 

Mentioned ^^^ 

Believed  of  command  of  James  River  Squadron 183-186 

Reports  of. 

James  Eiver,  Virginia. 

Assignments  of  officers  to  vessels  in 182 

Operations  in 1"* 

Mitchell,  Julius  C.  B.    Mentioned 834 

Mitchell,  Peter.    Mentioned 250 

Miz,  William  B.     Mentioned 1*2 

Moccasin,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,47,55,72 

Orders  for  movements 28,  74 

Mohican,  U.  S.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  steamers  Mayflower  and  Peerless 257, 260 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 266,276 

Capture  of  the  schooner  Arrow,  February  25,  1862 562, 563 

Chase  of  blockade  runners 458,477 

Mentioned 209, 218,  225, 262,  275,  293,  359,  367,  380, 422, 427, 

465,  466,  475,  482, 506, 509, 511, 512, 621, 673, 700, 713, 714, 773, 788, 809, 815 

Movements  of - ■'66 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.    Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  S8  to  March 
15, 1862,  571-5U,  57b,  580-582, 590-593, 598, 606-613,  616. 

Operations  in  St.  Simon's  Sound 633 

Order's  for  movements 224,  351,  562, 672,  688,  689,  704, 802 

MoUoy,  M.     Mentioned 421 

MoUoy,  ■WiUiam  C.    Mentioned 429,734,735 

Monadnock,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 142 

Mentioned 51,  72, 94, 95,  98, 99, 109, 117, 126, 133, 143, 145, 155 

Orders  for  movements 59, 67, 141, 157 

Eonckendorfif,  William,  appointed  to  command 64 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 820 

Montague,  Marquis  de.     Mentioned 467 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .-.  21,33,36,37,51,52,54,55,66,72,94,174 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  Eiver 32,  35 

Orders  for  movements 45,  59, 60,  65 

Montezuma,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 510,701 

Montgomery,  John  B.     See  Navy  yard,  JVashington,  D.  C,  Commandant  of. 

Montgomery,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 5,  21,  38,  55, 72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154-156, 171, 211 

Movements  of 89 

Orders  for  movements 50 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S. 

Expeditious  into  Little  Eiver  and  Shallotte  Inlet,  February  4  and 6, 1865..  5 

Gorringe,  H.  H.,  appointed  to  command 89 

Mentioned..  21,  38,  42,  54,  72, 94, 115, 117, 12G,  133, 143, 145, 155, 160, 174, 175,  355, 356 

Movements  of 89,222 

Orders  for  movements 108, 109, 140, 141,  231, 232 

Moody,  William.     Mentioned 21,  73 

Mooney,  John.    Mentioned ,-, ., 463 

Moore,  C.     See  C.  Moore,  Schooner. 
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Moore,  Edward.    Mentioned 102,104,184,186 

Moore,  Henry.    Mentioned .560,675,676 

Moore,  Orlando  H.     Mentioned ". 32 

Morgan,  Ben.     See  Ben  Morgan,  U.  S.  ship. 
Morgan,  George  C 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 418 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 210,341,416,510,511 

Mentioned 341,348 

Morning  Star,  U.  S.  mail  steamer.    Rescue  of  crew  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimao,  Feb. 

ruary  15,  1865 38-41,43 

Morrill,  Lot  M.     Correspondence  witli  Treasury  Department,  U.  S 508 

Morris,  John.     Mentioned 780 

Morrison,  W.    Mentioned 825 

Morse,  F.  H.     See  London,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Morse,  U.  S.  S.     Movements  of 13 

Moseley,  Williani  D.    Mentioned 638 

Moses,  Mr.     Mentioned 150 

Moses,  J.  Clifton.    Correspondence  with  Jones  Frankle 139 

Moses,  Raphael  J.    Mentioned 296 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

Blockade  of.     Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 627,  655, 818 

Expedition  into,  March  21-22, 1862. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Penguin 648 

Casualties 648 

Commjinications  from 

Bird,D.B 650 

Harris,  T.  A 650 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 646,647 

Eeports  of 

Dilworth,  W.S 651 

DuPont,  S.  F 645,648 

Rodgers,  C.  K.  P 647 

Williamson,  J.  C 649 

Grounding  of  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Andrew  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  J.  R.  M.  Mullany '. 764 

Reports  of 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 775 

Williamson,  J.  C ^ 768 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 715,743,818 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F 655,783 

Harris,  T.  A 769 

LeRoy,  W.  E 632 

Supplies  for  vessels  in .     Report  of  J.  R.  M.  Mullany 774 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  schooner  British  Queen 479 

Mentioned 21,54,72,152 

Mount  ■Washington,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,54,72,94,95,117,127,133,143,154 

Orders  for  movements 76 

Mud  River,  South  Carolina. 

Operations  in.     Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman 685 

Reconnoissance  in.    See  Wright's  and  Mud  Bivers,  South  Carolina. 
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Mulford,  Abraham  B.    Mentioned 20,71,93 

MuUan,  Horace  E.     Mentioned  283 

MuUany,  J.  R.  Madison. 
Correspondence  ivith 

Benham,  A.  E.  K 764 

DuPont,S.  F , 743 

Harris,  T.  A 709 

Mentioned 741,768,785 

Reports  of. 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Information  received  from  negroes  concerning 787 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     Supplies  for  vessels  in 774 

Murdaugb,  F.  N.    Mentioned 319 

Murphy,  John.    Mentioned 43 

Murphy,  Peter.    Mentioned 266,277 

Murray,  James.    Mentioned 761 

MuEcoota,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 140 

Myer,  Albert  J.     Mentioned 450 

Myers,  Thomas.    Mentioned 135 

Mystic,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 21,55,72 

N.  E.  Clark,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Nansemond,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 101,124,180,185,  187 

Nansemond,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,33,55,72 

Orders  for  movements..... 28,  46, 74 

Nantes,  France,  U.  S.  Consul  at.     Mentioned 14 

Nashvillfe,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 222,361,379,380 

Nashville,*  Steamer.     Mentioned 678,680,784,787 

Nassau,  New  Providence.    Affairs  at 628 

Nassau,  Nevr  Providence,  Governor  of.     Mentioned 440 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 
Correspondence  with 

Klunt,  George  W 440 

State  Department,  U.  S 439, 531,  562 

Mentioned 217, 439-441, 530,  531,  562 

Naval  Station,  Baltimore,  Md.,   Commandant  of     Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 77 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 179 

Dozier,  \V.  G 343 

Loyall,  Benjamin  P i^i 

Mitchell,  .1.  K 184 

President,  C.  S 180 

Semraes,  Raphael 181  191 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Bache,  A.  D 221,224,294,320,342,399 

Baldwin,  A.  S 552 

Barnard,  J.  G 195 

Baxter,  I.  B g27 

Chandler,  R 98 

Clary,  A.  G 7gY 

Collins,  N 809 

Conroy.E 425,796 

Craven,  T.  Augs 207 


■rormerly  C.  S.  S.  Nashville ;  also  known  us  Tbouias  7.,  "W ragg  aud  liattlosnake. 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Crowell,  Levi,  et  al ■. 812 

Dahlgren,  John  A 12 

Davis,  C.H 206 

Dix.John  A 342 

Downes,  J 544 

Duncan,  James  M 458, 488 

Du  Pout,  S.  F 206-210, 212-218,  222,  223,  226,  227,  230, 232,  259-266, 

291,  294,  320, 321,  325,  328,  331,  333,  334,  336,  341,  345,  347-349,  357,  358,  360, 
364,  369,  372,  374,  376,  379,  380,  382, 384,  388,  393,  395,  397, 399, 400-402, 407, 
415,  417,  421, 426-428,  430,  432, 437-439, 447,  450,  457,  462, 467,  470,  472, 476, 
479,  481,  489-491,  502,  508,  512-514, 520,  522,  529, 533,  535,  537,  547,  550,  554, 
557,  558, 560, 561, 564, 565, 573,  583, 588, 598,  602,  604,  606,  609,  612, 616,  621, 
622, 626,  633,  634, 645,  648,  655,  657, 663,  665,  670,  671, 677,  690,  691,  694,  706- 
708,  710,  718,  719,  730,  737,  740,  741, 747,  755,  757, 759,  761,  763,  766,  771,  774, 
775,  778,  779,  782,  789,  792,  797,  798, 800,  803,  808,  810, 811,  814,  820,  822-824 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.,  et  al 195-201 

Eytiuge,  H.  S 770 

Earle,  William 13,38,43 

Farragut,  D.  G 691,  792 

Frailey,  J.  M 145 

Fulton,  C.C 292 

Glisson,  O.  S 59,60,65-67,80 

Godon,S.\V 224 

Goldsboiough,  J.  li 256, 635, 638 

Goldsborougli,  L.  M 291 

Grant,  U.S - 59,62 

Gregory,  Sauiuel  B 459 

Haggerty,  F.  S 328 

Hale,JolinP 720 

Hallecli,  H.W 136 

Howell,  J.C 162,164 

Kilty,  A.  H 128 

Lanier,  E 594,635 

LeEoy,  W.  E 466 

Livingston,  J.  W 481 

McArann,  E.  M - 381 

McKean,  W.  W 690,691,792 

Macomb,  W.  H 107,136,144,148,166 

Marchaud,  J.  B 381 

Marine  Corps,  U.  S.,  Commandant  of 209, 217 

Maryland,  Governor  of 251 

Meriam,  F.  B 630 

Missroon,  J.  S 370 

Morgan,  George  D 210,341,416,510,511 

Naval  station,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Commandant  of 77 

Navy  yard.  New  York,  Commandant  of 77, 224 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of....  3,  4,  7, 10, 13, 14,  66,  83, 105, 128 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C,  Commandant  of 77,78,212 

Newcomb,!!.  S 414 

New  York,  Clerk  of  Common  Council  of 250 

New  York,  Secretary  of  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of .      248 

Nichols,  E.T 130 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A 711 

Nickels,  J.  F 467 
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Navy  Department,  XJ.  S. — Continuefl.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Pattison,  Thomas 466,489 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade 379 

Porter,  D.D 6-8,14,16,18,19,33,35,42,44,45, 

49,  50,  53,  56,  76,  82,  84,  90,  92, 101, 104, 109, 110, 114, 119, 121-123, 129, 131 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S 354 

Pratt,  Nichols 61 

Prentiss,  George  A 721 

President,  U.  S 208 

Purviance,  H.  Y 331 

Eadford,  William 3,  4, 6, 10, 13-15, 23,  41, 51, 66-69, 119, 122-125, 128, 129, 

131, 132, 134, 136,  137,  1.S9-142,  144-140, 1.52-157, 160, 161,  163, 165-170, 172 

Renshaw,  R.  T 170,172 

Ehind,A.  C 425 

Ringgold,  C 239,285 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P 824 

Rodgers,  John 59,62,68,340 

Ronckendorff,  William 64, 142 

St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  U.  S.  consul  at 543 

Schenck,  J.F 10, 11 

Sewell,  William 222 

Shankland,  W.  F 554 

Sheldon,  W.  B 779 

State  Department,  U.  S 329,  333,  355, 374, 398, 439,  440,  462,  468, 530, 552 

Stone,  Edward  E 35 

'Stone,  W.  L 630 

Terry,  A.  H 169 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 148,  216, 219, 253,  350,  490, 508, 746, 801 

Trenchard,  S.  D 43 

War  Department,  U.  S 3, 10, 158, 162,  210,  219 

AVarren,  J.  D 630 

Watmough,  P.  G 354,425 

Welles,C.  H.,jr 345 

Woodhull,  M 808 

General  order 290 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of     Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.S 77  224 

North,  H.H '. 141 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of 
Correspondence  with 

Braine,  D.  L 78 

Navy  Department,  U.S 3,4,7,10,14,66,83,105 

Porter,  D.D 76,85,88,89,92 

Reports  of 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram.     Arrival  of,  at  Norfolk,  Va 128 

Chesapeake  Bay.     Threatened  attacks  upon  light  ships  in 13 

North  Carolina,  Sounds  of.     Vessels  dispatched  to 44 

Navy  Yard,  ■Washington,  D.  C,   Commandant  of.     Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 77  73  212 

Neafy  &  Raney.    Mentioned 3j^0 

Neal,  Charles  M.     See  Charles  M.  Neal,  Schooner. 

Nellie,  Steamer.     Mentioned g29 

Nelson,  Captain.     Mentioned ^q 

Nesbit,  C.  R.    Mentioned 4 <q 
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Neuse,  C.  S.  rara.  Page. 

Destruction  of ." 67,76 

Mentioned , ] 66, 183, 191 

Neuse  River,  North  Carolina.     Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter 86,87 

Eeports  of 

Macomb,  W.  H 22 

Ehind,A.C 64,6.5,67,71,99,100 

Neutrality 439,440,484 

See  also  Nuestra  Senora  de  Begla,  Spanish  steamer.     Seizure  of. 
Ne-w  Berne,  N.  C.     Obstruction  of  Neuae  River  at. 

Communication  from  David  D.  Porter 15 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter 16, 86 

New  Berne,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 21,72,94 

Ne-wburyport,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 510 

New^oomb,  Henry  S. 

Mentioned 214,264 

Eeports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Uattle  of,  November  7,  1861 281 

R.B.Forbes,  U.S. S.     Arrival  of,  at  New  York 414 

New  England,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 510 

Hew  Hampshire  Troops.      Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments :  3d,  726,  742, 
743,  758 ;  4th,  414, 524, 586,  644,  699,  709,  753 ;  7th,  598, 601-603,  657. 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 6, 15, 17, 18,  41, 48, 54, 83,  86 

Newman,  L.  Howard. 

Mentioned 21,35,62,70,72 

Report  of  op^ations  in  Cape  Fear  River 63 

New  River,  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissauces  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.DuPont 495 

Reports  of 

Collins,  N 654,662 

Drayton,  Thomas  F 505 

Lee,  Robert  E 505 

Rodgers,  John 496 

New  Smyrna,  Fla.     See  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida. 

New  York,  Clerk  of  Common  Council  of.    Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S 250 

New^  York,  Mayor  of.    Correspondence  with  Cadwalader  Ringgold 250,  251 

New  York,  President  of  Life-Saving  Benevolent  Association  of.    Corre- 
spondence with  Cadwalader  Ringgold 249 

New  York,  Superintendent  of  Metropolitan  Police.    Correspondence  with 

State  Department,  U.  S 441 

Ne^  York  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments :  7th,*  96, 103. 

Infantry— Regiments:  46th,  526,  730;  47th,  560;   48th,  478;  79th   (High- 
landers), 451. 
Nichols,  Ed.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Barnes,  J.S 105 

Porter,  D.D 77,97,111 

Radford,  W 46,130 

Mentioned 21,72,94,105,117,127 

Reports  of. 

Hampton  Roads.     Movements  of  U.  S.  vessels  to  and  from . .  81,  85,  86,  95, 100 

Harriet  De  Ford,  Steamer.     Measures  for  recapture  of 105 

Mendota,  U.  S.  S.     Movements  of 130 


"  Also  called  First  Mounted  Kifles. 
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Nicholson,  James  W.  A.  I'aee- 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  Louie 709 

DuPont,S.F 218,516,602,710 

Truxtun,  W.  T 475 

Mentioned 233,240,242,246,259,260,262,388, 

390,  524,  527,  576,  587, 599-601,  660,  693,  708,  717,  748,  765,  774,  799, 805, 807 
Reports  of. 

Ashepoo  River,  South  Carolina.     Reoonnoissance  in,  December  10-12, 

1861 392 

British  Empire,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  3, 1862 709,  711 

Governor,  U.  S.  transport.     Rescue  of  marine  battalion  from 245,  247 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 282 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Affairs  at , 643,723,764 

Occupation  of 75S 

St.  John's  River.     Operations  in 806 

Nickels,  J.  Frederick. 
Correspondence  with 

DuPont,S.F 530,620,624,625 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 467 

Sleeper,  H.J 793 

Mentioned 21,71,694,795,800 

Reports  of. 

Bull's  Bay.     Operations  in 694 

Chase,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  26,  1862 781 

Flash,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  2, 1862 795 

Planter,  Confederate  steamer.     Abduction  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C, 

May  13,1862 822 

Sarah,  Schooner.     Destruction  of.  May  1, 1862 793 

Nightingale,  Mr.     Mentioned 583 

Noble,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 511 

Noble  Brothers.     Mentioned 699 

Norris,  James.     Mentioned 311 

North  Easter  (North  Heath?),  Steamer.     Mi-nfioued   45 

North,  H. 

Correspondence  with  commandant  of  Now  York  navy  yard 141 

Mentioned 133,143,160,165,169 

North,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 760 

North  and  South    Edisto    rivers,   South    Carolina.     Rcconnoissance  in, 
December  17-21,  1861. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 403 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  Perci val 405 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 404 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Disposition  of  vessels. .  20,  22, 54,  71,  93, 110, 122, 124, 125, 13.3, 143, 153, 15.5, 1,56, 168 

List  of  vessels  of 153,154,156,160,165,169 

Operations  of 3-192 

Order  to  combine,  with  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 157 

Relative  merits  of  commanding  officers.     Order  conceruing 328 

Vessels  detached  from 7, 10, 13,  49,  74,  75,  76, 104, 109, 

114,  119,  122,  131,  132, 134, 136, 137, 139. 141, 145, 147, 152, 153, 154, 155, 157 
North  Carolina. 

Disposition  of  vessels  serving  in  waters  of.     See  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron.     Vitposition  of  vensels. 
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North  Carolina — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in  waters  of. 

Abandonment  of  naval  station  in  sounds.     Order,  of  Navy  Depart- 
ment, U.  S 163 

Macomb,  W.  H.,  requests  to  be  relieved  from  command  in  sounds 144 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter 19,  20,  47,  4«,  49,  75,  78,  85,  86 

Reports  of 

Febiger,  Jolin  C 50 

Macomb,  W.H 22,44,58,75,76,92 

>;avy  yard,  Norfolk,  Vii.     Comniaudaiit  of 44 

Porter,  David  D 50 

See  also  Cape  Fear  Jiirer,  Kortli  Carolina;  Chowan  River,  North  CaroUva; 
Netu  Berne,  2f.  C;  Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina;    Sauppernmuj 
and  Alligator  rivers,  North  Carolina;   Washington,  N.  C. 
Seizure  of  property  in.     Sec  Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina.     Seizure  of 
property  in. 
North  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 
Cavalry — Eegiments:  6th,  190. 

Infantry— Regiments :    1st,   834;    25th    (formerly   15th),   300;    37th,   8.34; 
46th,  834;  5l8t,  91. 
North  Xidisto  River,  South  Carolina. 
Blockade  of.     Orders  and  instructions. 

Drayton,  Percival 412 

DnPont,  S.  F , 401 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Beilham,  H.  W 747 

DuPont,  S.  F .536,540 

Sherman,  T.  W 685 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pout 506, 507,  685,  686,  714 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 516 

DuPont,  S.  F 520 

Rhind,  A.  C 520 

See  also  Edisto  Island,  <S.  C;  also  Seahrool's  Inland. 
Reconnoissance  in. 

December  24-29, 1861.     Reports  of 

Ammen,  D.iniel 431 

DuPont,  S.  F 430 

J.inuary  4, 1862.     Reports  of 

Bndd,  Thomas  A 463 

Wright,  W.  G 464 

.January  5, 1862.     Report  of  Daniel  Ammen 464 

February  23-28, 1862.     Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F .560 

Rhind,  A.  C .560 

April  9-10, 1862.     Report  of  George  B.  Balch 726 

See  also  North,  and  Houth  FAisto  rivers.  South  Carolina. 
North  Newport  River,  Georgia.     Operations  in.     See  Dorchester,  Oa.    Expe- 
dition to,  April  30-S7, 1802. 
Norwich,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 459,  487,  533,  560,  566,  567,  570,  664,  672,  680,  733,  734,  707,  773, 815 

Operations  in  waters  adjacent  to  Savannah  River 700 

Orders  for  movements 4,58,  488,  755,  766 
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Nuestra  Se&ora  de  Regla,  Spanish  steamer.  Page. 

Mentioned 361 

Movements  of ^ 483 

Seizure  of,  December  1, 1861 371-378 

Nutt,  Henry.     See  Henry  Nutt,  Schooner. 

Nutting,  Williaui  G.    Mentioned 21,60,73,94 

Nyack,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 25, 33,  36, 46, 55, 62,  63, 70,  72, 82,  90, 100, 107, 174 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River 35 

Nyassa,  British  brig.     Mentioned 629 

O.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 641,642,653,654,673,707 

Orders  for  movements 558,559,741 

Keconnoissance  in  New  River,  South  Carolina,  March  25, 1862 662 

0«ikley  Island.    Inadvisability  of  attacls:  upon  Federal  battery  on.     Report 

of  John  Rutledgeot  al 842 

O'Brien,  Douglass  F.     Mentioned 72,94 

Obstructioa  of  Southern  harbors  by  sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Correspondence 207, 418, 420, 421,  423,  434,  435,  510, 511,  515, 552 

Orders 391,416,417,420,438,445,511,512 

Reports 417,419,421^24,458,460,474,512-514 

Ocean  Express,  Vessel.     Mentioned 287 

Ocean  Queen,  Steamer.     Mentioned 233 

Octavia,  British  yacht.     Mentioned  -.       101 

Ofiicers.    Orders 

Authorizing  appointment  of  midshipmen  as  acting  masters 331 

Concern  ing  relative  merits  of 328 

Regarding  selection  of  masters'  mates  for  promotion  to  acting  masters. . .       792 

O'Flynn,  Michael.    Mentioned 699,700 

Ogeechee  Hiver,  Great.     Reconnoissance  in.     See  Ossahaic  Sound,  Georgia. 

Ogier,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 307 

Olmatead,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 433,717 

Onondaga,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 142 

Condition  of 137 

Mentioned 21, 

51,  52,  54,  63,  69,  72,  94,  97,  98, 99, 117, 127, 132, 133, 141, 143, 152, 154 

Operations  in  James  River 114 

Orders  for  movements , Ill 

On-ward,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by 635-638,781,793,795,796,800,810 

Mentioned 533,  683,  695,  708,  737, 773,  794,  811,  816,  817,  821, 822 

Operations  in  Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina,  April  2-12, 1862 694 

Order  for  movements 467,530,620,624,625 

Opdyke,  George.     See  New  York,  Mayor  of. 

Orange  Mills,  Pla.     See  De  Costa  affair. 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 79 

Mentioned _ §7  121 

Report  of  Confederate  vessels  seized  in  James  River 120 

Oriental,  Steamer.     Mentioned 7X9 

O'Rorke,  Patrick  H.    Mentioned 322 

Orr,  James  L.    Mentioned 834 

Osceola,  tl.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,  25,  33,  37,  45,  52,  51,  64,  72, 94, 117, 123, 125, 174, 175 

Orders  for  movements  48  81  88  114  124 
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Osceola,  U.  S.  transport.  Va^go. 

Loss  of 293 

Mentioned , 288 

Ossabaw  Sound,  Georgia,     lilockado  of.     Orders  uud  instructions,  .S.  F.  Thi 

Pont .]03 

Ossaba-w  Sound  aijd  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia.   Itecon- 
noissance  in. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Dti  l^ont 3'J2 

Eeports  of 

DuPont,  S.F 395 

Kodgers,  C.  K.  r 397 

Ossipee,  U.  S.  S.     Movements  of 164 

Oswald,  G.  W.     Mentioned 455 

Otsego,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 107 

Ottawa,  V.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 :' 206,281 

Captures  made  by _ 800,  811 

Oreighton,  J.  B.,  relieves  Thomas  II.  Stevens  of  command 769 

Engagement  in  Port  Royal  Harbor,  November  4, 1861 255,  277 

Joint  attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  clearing  of  Coo- 
saw  River,  South  Carolina,  December  31, 1861-Jiinnary  2, 1862.  446-456 

Jleutioned 218, 224,  260, 262, 263, 278,  364,  383, 386, 422,  427,  446, 

465,  495,  502,  511,  671,  705,  712,  724,  729,  743,  745,  748,  773,  807,  810,  816, 818 
Operations 

In  and  about  Skull  Creek 343 

In  St.  John's  River,  Florida 631,  638-640,  086, 687, 690,  697,  716,  728,  739 

Orders  for  movements 382,392,442,466,482,496,744,774 

Reconnoissances  iu 

Ossabaw   Sound   and   Vernon   and   Great   Ogeechee   rivers,  Georgia, 

December  11, 1861 _..   395-397 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  December  5-6, 1861 385 

Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28,  1862 522-529 

Wright's  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina,  .lanuary  17-February  18, 

1864 496,497 

See  also   Georgia  and  Florida.     Expediiion  to  coasts  of,    Fiihruanj  '28  to 
March  1€,  1802,  pp.  571,  573, 574, 576-578,  580, 583-58,5,  587,  588,  590, 
593,  594,  598-600,  615. 
Otter  Island,  South  Carolina.     Occupation  of.     Connriuiiicatioiis  from 

DuPont,  S.  F 387 

Sherman,  T.W 383,387 

See  Jshepoo  liiver,  South  Carolina. 

Ottiwell,  William.     Mcntione<l 20, 

Tl,  93, 115, 117,  126, 133,  UZ,  154, 160, 165, 169,  346,  436 

Owen,  Ellas  K.     Mentioned 82,  94, 118, 127, 134 

Owens,  C.  D.    Mentioned 306 

Owens,  R.  S.     Mentioned 455 

Owens,  William  A.    Mentioned (il9,  651 

Pacetti,  G.  A.     See  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Mayor  of. 

Pagan  Creek,  Virginia.    Expedition  to,  I'obruary  5-  7, 1865. 

Communications  from  Charles  K.  Graham 11 

Order  of  William  Radford 6 

Reports  of 

Schenck,  J.  F 10,11 

Wood,  George  W 12 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter 77,  84,  88,  97 

N   W   R— VOL   12 58 
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Page. 

Page,  Richard  L.     Mentioned 296-298 

Palinurus,  Britisk  ship.     Mentioned ._ 333, 334 

Pallaky,  J.     Correspondence  with  E.  ISreiinau 331 

Palmer,  George  W.     Mentioned - 267 

Palmer,  Innis  N.     Mentioned fil,  99, 135 

Pamunkey  River,  Virginia.     Operations  in.     Commnnications  from 

Grant,  U.S 66 

Eadford,  William 66 

Parish,  Horatio  N.     Mentioned  283 

Parker,  Edward  L.     Mentioned 476 

Parker,  Fozhall  A.    Mentioned 6,  7,  68,  71,  75,  84, 104, 109, 122 

Parker,  Francis  S.     Correspondence  with  K.  V.  Hoke 188 

Parker,  James. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 46, 102 

Mentioned 72,  94, 115, 117, 126, 133, 142, 143, 1.54, 155, 157 

Report  of  seizure  of  Confederate  vessels  iu  James  Rivir 121 

Demand  for  possession  of  prize  tug  pSeaboard 167 

Parker,  William  A.     Mentioned 8 

Parliament,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 401^  402 

Parrott,  Enoch  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Boutelle,  CO 816 

Budd,T.A 545 

Conroy,  E 546,547 

Downes,  John 544 

EUi  Pont,  S.  F 334,  371,  506, 529, 534,  549, 551, 558,  760,  783,  784 

GlisBon,  O.  S 67 

Lardner,  J.  L 656 

Nickels,  J.  F 781,793,795,822 

Watson,  AVilliam 822 

Mentioned 262 

355,  359,  428,  446,  460,  512-515,  530,  534, 547,  550,  551,  784,  798,  814,  815, 820 
Reports  of. 

Bull's  Bay.     Destruction  of  a  sloop  and  three  schooners  iu  548 

Charleston,  S.  C.     Blockade  of 51.3,  514^  535^  817 

Cheshire,  British  ship.     Capture  of,  December  6, 1861 390 

Flambeau,  XJ.  S.  S.,  and  Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Movements  of 620 

Flash,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  2, 1862 795 

Huron,  U.  S.  S.     Grounding  of 543  545 

Island  Belle,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  December  31, 1801 445 

Mary  Teresa,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  May  10, 1862 810 

Planter,  Confederate  steamer.     Abduction  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C, 

May  13, 1864 820 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 284 

Parsons,  Captain.     Mentioned 764 

Parsons,  Henry.    Mentioned 790 

Passaic,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 12 

Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 101  124  138 

Patrick,  Marsena  R.     Mentioned 110  111 

Patroon,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 751,798,804,805,815 

Orders  for  movement.s ^gg 

Patterson,  Mr.     Mentioned gj3 

Patterson,  Carlisle  P.     Mentioned 221 
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Pattisou,  Thomas.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 534,788 

Navy  Department,  U.  S ". 466 

Mentioned 534,081,799,811,812 

Reports  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter 489 

Paul,  Mark  'W.    Mentioned 164 

Paulding,  Hiram.     Mentioned 403,529,813 

For  correspondence,  see  Xavi/  Yard,  Xeiv  Tori,',  C'ommandanl  of. 
Paulding,  Leonard. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 112 

Mentioned - 117,126 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S. 

BattleofPortEoyal,S.C.,  November  7, 1861 206,279,280 

Drayton,  Percival,  ordered  to  relieve  R.  II.  Wyman  of  oonimaud 334 

Mentioned 209,212,214,217,223,224,256, 

262,  272,  278, 286. 293, 393,  400,  404, 406, 412,  421, 425,  427, 433, 434, 442, 444, 
456,  461,  517,  556,  565,  624,  625,  630, 652, 665,  672, 691,  717,  741,  773,  799, 815 

Movements  of 666 

See  also  (leorgia  and  Flm-ida.  Expedition  to  coasts  of,  Fehruari)  28  to  March 
15,1862,  pp.  570,  571,  573,  574,  576-578,  584-588,  590,  593,  598,  601, 
602, 604,  605. 

Orders  for  movements - 403,634,635 

Reconnoissance  in 

North  and  South  Edisto  rivers,  South  Carolina,  December  17-21, 1661.      405 
St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers,  Sontli  Carolina, 

I)eoember  5-9, 1861 388-390 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  tributaries,  November  25-28, 

1861 319,324 

Pawtuxet,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,  25,  33,  37, 52,  54,  72, 94, 117, 127, 133, 143, 145, 147, 154, 174, 175 

Orders  for  movements HO 

Pearson,  Frederick.    Mentioned 585,  731 

Peel,  Robert.    See  Boiert  Peel,  Schooner. 
Peel,  Sir  Robert.     See  Sir  liotert  Peel,  Jiriy. 
Peerless,  Steamer. 

Assistance  rendered,  by  U.  S.  S.  Mohican 257, 260 

Mentioned - ^8** 

Pegram,  Robert  B.    Mentioned 678 

Pelouze,  Louis  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Saxton,  E 367,445 

Stevens,  I.I *1^ 

Viele,  Egbert  L 500 

Wilson,  James  H ^^'-^ 

Wright,  H.G 526 

Mentioned ^28 

Pemberton,  John  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Dilworth,  W.  S 651 

Donelson,  D.  S *53 

Lee,R.E 505 

Trapier,  J.  H 617 

Mentioned ..- ^^° 
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Pembina,  IT.  S.  8.  I'age. 

BattleofPortEoyaljS.C,  November?,  1861 283 

Joint  attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Royal  Ferty  and  clearing  of  Coosaw 

River,  South  Carolina,  December  31,  1861-January  '2, 1862.. ..  446-456 

Mentioned 224, 256,  202, 263,  278,  349,  351, 353,  368,  S83, 

387,  407,  415,  427,  434,  468,  470,  482,  502,  739,  748-751,  773, 799, 804,  807, 81.j 

Occnpation  of  Beaufort,  S.  C,  November  9, 1861 336-339 

Orders  for  movements 218,382,392,465,487 

Ileeonnoissauce  in 

Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  (ireat  C)geeoliee  rivers,  Georgia,  De- 
cember 11,  1861  395-397 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  tributaries,  November  25-28, 

1861 319-324 

Wassaw  Sonud,  Georgia,  December  5-6, 1861 385 

Wright's  and  Mud  rivers,   South  Carolina,  January  17-February  18, 

1864 494,496,  .197,  504 

See  also  Georijia  and  Florida.     Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March, 
15,  1S62,  pp.  571, 573,  576, 583, 584,  587,  588,  59,3, 598,  599. 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J.     Mentioned 256,  779 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S. 

Assistance  rendered  U.  S.  S.  Huron 543-545,  551 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 280 

Capture  of  tlie  schooner  Albion,  November  25, 1861 361 

Mentioned 214,224,262,284,359,300,404, 

427,  509,  514,  515,  530,  549,  632,  645-650,  715,  743,  768, 773-775,  799,  815, 818 
Operations  in 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     See  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     Operations  in, 
March  Z1-2Z,  1SG2. 

North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina 406, 430-432, 463-465 

Ordei-s  for  movements 343, 401,  412,  465,  558,  655,  819 

Williamson,  James  C,  appointed  to  command 651 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.     Expedition  to  counts  of,  February  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  576,  583,  588,  593,  601,  605. 
Pennsylvania  Troops.    Mentioned.    Infantry — Regiments:  45th,  436,  47,5,  676 ; 

55th,  676,  742,  758 ;  97th,  524,  576. 
Pequot,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 42 

Casualties  on  board  of,  resulting  from  engagement  with  Fort  Anderson, 

N.C 31 

Mentioned 21, 25, 33,  37, 52,  54,  72,  82,  94, 115, 117, 127-129, 133, 141-143, 145, 154 

Orders  for  movements 47,78, 108,  109, 137 

Peri,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 511,513,514 

Perrin,  A.     Mentioned 455 

Perry,  Thomas.     See  Thomas  Perry,  Schooner. 

Perryclear,  W.  H.    Mentioned 319 

Peter  Demill,  Bark  (Stone  lleet).     Mentioned 418 

Peters,  James  A.     Mentioned 187 

Petersen,  T.     Mentioned 309 

Peterson,  Theodore.     Mentioned 7.57,  758 

Pettit,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 6 

Pettit,  O.  M.     Sre  0.  M.  Pettit,  U.  S.  S. 

Phelon,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 20,  72 

Phelps,  Charles      See  Charles  Phelps,  U.  S.  ship. 
Phelps,  Thomas  S. 

CorrespoTidenee  'with  W.  T.  Shermrin 127 

Mentioned 94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 1,54, 15,5, 160, 16.5, 169, 172 
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Phelps,  Thomas  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River.     Operations  in 83, 173 

Wilmington,  N.  C.     Affairs  in  and  about 106, 118 

Philadelphia,  Steamer. 

Mentioned 79 

Seizure  of 107,136 

Philadelphia,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 515 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade  of.     Correapondeuee  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 379 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Judge  of  TJ.  S.  District  Court.     Correspondeuc  with  S.  1\ 

DnPont 564 

Phillips,  B.  F.     Mentioned 183 

Phlox,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 18,21,54,72,94,117,119, 

122,  124,  125,  127, 128, 130, 132-134, 137, 141, 143, 154, 156, 160, 165, 368, 169 

Operations  in  James  River 121 

Phoenix,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Jleutioued. 41  ji,  419 

Phoenix,  Lloyd.    Mentioned 327,500,742 

Pickens,  Francis  W.    See  South  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Pickering,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 145,  216 

Pickering,  Thomas.    Mentioned 74 

Picket  Boat  No.  1,  U.  S.     See  Aljiha,  V.  S.  A. 
Picket  Boat  No.  3,  U.  S.     See  Gamma,  U.  S.  S. 
Picket  Boat  No.  4,  U.  S.     See  Doha,  U.  ,S.  S. 
Picket  Boat  No.  5,  U.  S.     See  Mpsilon,  U.  S.  S. 
Picket  Boat  No.  6,  U.  8.     See  Zeta,  U.  S.  S. 

Picket  Launch  No.  1,  U.S.     Mentioned 160,166 

Picket  Launch  No.  3,  U.  S. 

Mentioned 21 

Orders  for  movements 3 

Picket  Launch  No.  4,  U.  S. 

Mentioned 7,21,22,72,84,94,118 

Tranferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla 122 

Picket  Launch  No.  5,  U.  S.     Mentioned 21, 

72,  84,  94, 118, 127, 133, 144, 1-18, 149, 151, 154, 160,  J65 
Picket  Launch  No.  6,  U.  S. 

Mentioned 21,72,84,94,118,174 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla 122 

Willcox,  Calvin,  appointed  to  command 49 

Pierson,  Mr.     Mentioned 745 

Pierucci,  Celso.    Mentioned 283 

PUotBoatNo.  10.     Mentioned ."09,810 

Pinckney,  General  C.  C.     Sec  (.meral  C.  C.  PincViieij,  Confeileralo  schooner. 

Pinkney,  Robert  F.    Mentioned 188 

Pishou,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 21,73,94,118,127,134,144 

Pitcher,  Zerich.    Mentioned 825 

Pitman,  John  H.     Mentioned 266 

P'ace,  Freincis  L.     Mentioned 187 

Planter,  Confederate  steamer.     Abduction  of,  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  May  13, 
1862. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Smalls  and  others 824 

Apportionment  of  prize  money - 824 

Appraisement --  ^22,  823 
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Planter,  Confederate  steamer.     AbductioD  of,  etc. — Continued.  Page. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F 807 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 823 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P - 824 

Memorandum  found  on 823 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 822,823 

Parrott,  E.  G 822 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F 820,824 

Nickels,  J.  F 822 

Parrott,  E.G 821 

Ravenel,  F.  G 825 

Piatt,  Robert.    Mentioned 171,221,71.5,717 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  November  25  and  26,  1861 363 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861 272-274 

Captures  made  by 369,370 

Drayton,  Percival,  relieved  of  command 334 

Engagement  in  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  December  26,  1861 435 

Mentioned 212, 214,  224,  264,  326, 362,  391, 419, 422, 427,  465, 466,  477, 

482,  519,  535,  541,  633,  634,  672,  689,  715,  727,  773,  785, 800,  801,  810,  816, 817 
Movements  during  sinking  of  second  stone  fleet  at  entrance  to  Charleston, 

S.  C 514,515 

Occupation  of  Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  November  24,  1861 327 

Operations 

In  North  Edisto  River,  South  Carolina 726,  742 

Otf  Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  January  10,  1862 475 

Orders  for  movements 401,512,  .534,  692,  714 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.     Expediiioii  to  coasts  of,  February  28  to  March  IS, 
1862,  pp.  571,  573, 590,  591, 595,  598,  606-614,  616. 

Poelstrom,  Carl.    Mentioned 31 

PoUock,  William  W.    Mentioned 185,187 

Pomeroy, .    Mentioned 421 

Pontoosuc,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 

25, 33,  37,  52,  54,  64,  72,  94, 118, 123, 124, 127, 133, 143, 145, 148, 154, 174, 175 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River 34 

Orders  for  movements 47 

Poppy,  U.S.S.     Mentioned 21,54,72,94,118,127,1.33,143,154,156 

Porcher,  Mr.    Mentioned 840 

Porcher,  Philip. 

Mentioned 297 

Report  of  Inadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  battery  on  Oakley  Island.       842 

Porter,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned 412 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  witli 

Arcy,  Henry 46,80,85 

Balch,  J.  W 57 

Barnes,  .7.  S 15^86 

Beaumont,  .7.  C 49, 80,  81,  88, 97, 106, 112 

Blake,  H.  C .-. Ill  114 

Bralne,  D.L 31,42,47^108 

Brown,  James 74 

Campbell,  J 26 


INDEX.  919 

Porter,  David  D. — Continued. 
Correspondence  -with 

Chandler,  E Ill 

Glitz,  J.M.  B 48,81,114 

Crafts,  S.  P 74 

Curtis,  H.  F 86 

Cushing,  W.  B 5 

Dahlgren,  J.  A 55 

Davis,  J.  L 88,113 

Day,  B.  F 102 

Dunn,  Thomas  C 50  89 

Eldridge,  J.  H 75 

Foster,  A.P _ 110 

Frailey ,  James  Madison 55 

Frost,  George  W 74 

Gordon,  G.  H 116 

Gorringe,  H.  H 84,108 

Gragg,  W.  F 86 

Grant,  U.  S 15,79,81,83,84,88 

Graves,  G.W Ill 

Green,  F.  M 13 

Grozier,  W.  U 46 

Harris,  T.  C :U,  48 

Henderson,  Alexander 95 

Herrick,  E 75 

Jackaway,  J.  A 75 

KeysA-,E.S 75 

Laugthorne,  A.  R 49 

McComb,  W.  H 8, 16,  19,  20,  22,  44,  58,  75,  76,  78,  87,  92,  96, 102, 106,  1 16 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 6, 14, 18,  35, 104, 114, 119, 121-123 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va. ,  Commandant  of 44,  76, 85, 88,  89,  92 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  Senior  naval  officer 86 

Nichols,  E.T 77,81,85,86,95,97,100,105,111 

Parker,  James 46, 102 

Paulding,  L 112 

Phelps,  Thomns  S 83,106,  118 

Porter,  J.  H 46,74 

Potter,  Edward  E 32,47,113 

Radford,W 4,7,17,48,78,115,132 

Ramsay,  Frank  M ; 47,104,112 

Eenshaw,  E.T 104 

Rhiud,  A.  C 100 

Rolando,  H 5,24,27,29,30 

Ronckendorff,  W 95, 109 

Schoiield.J.M 23,24,26,27,30 

Selfridge,  Thomas  0 47,77 

Semmes,  A.  A 112 

Sicard,  Montgomery 47 

Spencer,  T.W 60 

Spott8,J.  H 110 

Stone,  Edward  E 32,45 

Temple,  W.G - 47 

Thornton,  J.  S 19 

Trenchard,  S.  D 14,61 

Walker,  John  G 47,  74 

Watmough,  P.  G 109 
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Porter,  David  D. — Coutimiod.  Page. 

Correspoiidence  with 

Weaver,  A.  W 102 

Webb,r.R 83 

Wells,  C.H 113 

Willcox,  Calvin 49 

Williams,  J.  M 56 

Woodward,  T.J 113 

Young,  George  W 31,46,53,57,58,62,70 

General  orders 25 

Mentioned 3,10,12, 

13,  34-37,  62,  64,  78,  79,  98, 107, 121, 122, 130, 136, 142, 168, 174-176,  438,  .".67 

Order  of,  appointing  0.  W.  Beardslee  to  take  charge  of  torpedoes 84 

Relieved  of  command  of  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 129, 131, 132 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Guns  found  in  evacuated  defenses  of 56 

Operations  in 16, 44,  45,  53 

Confederate  ram.     Receipt  of  information  concerning 42 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C.     Capture  of 33,  35 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.     Plan  of  attack  on 19 

Hampton  Roads.     Arrival  of  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War  in 110 

■James  River.     Operations  in 101 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,     Vessels  detached  from 7,  76 

North  Carolina.     Confederate  rams  in  waters  of 50 

Picket  launches.     Disposition  of 84 

Roanoke  River,  North  Caroliua.     Operations  in 8 

Sherman,  W.  T.     Transmission  of  dispatches  to,  by  naval  officers 82,  90 

Trading  permits.     Legality  of 42 

AVilmington,  N.  C.     Evacuation  of 45 

Requests  leave  of  absence 92 

Porter,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 46,74 

Mentioned 21  72 

Porter,  John  L.     Mentioned 159  179 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Battle  of,  November  7,  1861. 
Abstract  log. 

Mercury,  U.  S.  S 284 

Vandalia,  U.  S.  ship '. 284 

Burial  of  dead.     Order  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont 286 

Casualties 20.5,266,276,277,279,280,306 

Communications  from 

Coast  Survey,  U.  S.,  Superinlemlcnt  of 294 

DuPont,  S.  F 286  287 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 291  294 

Sherman,  T.  W 287 

Congratulatory  communications 286-288  290  29J 

Extrart  from  Sav.n-nnab  Republican,  November  12,  1861 29.5-29!! 

President,  U.  S.,  recommends  a  vote  of  thanks  to  S.  F.  Du  Pont 290 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 277 

Bankhead,  J.  P 283 

Barnes,  John  S 270  271 

Bndd,  Thomas  A 280 

Collins,  N 277 
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Port  Royal,  S.  C— Continued.  p^g^ 

Battle  of,  November  7,  1861— Continued. 
Reports  of 

Corbin,  Thomas  G 268 

De  Saussure,  W.  D 3^1 

Drayton,  Percival 272-274 

Drayton,  Thomas  V 299  300 

Dunovant,  E.  6.  M  314 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 261-266 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr 317 

Fulton,  C.  C 292 

Gillis,  John  P 274 

Godon,  S.  "\V _ 276 

Goldsborough,  L.  Jl 291 

Gunnell,  F.  M 279 

Hey  ward,  William  C 310 

Huger,A.  M 3O8 

Lardner,  J.  L 275 

Lee,  Francis  D _ _ 312 

Lee,  Robert  E 299 

Newcomb,  Henry  S 281 

Nicholson,  J.  AV.  A 282 

Parrott,  E.  G 284 

Ringgold,  C'adwalader,  explaining  abseuce  of  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine.      285 

Kipley,  R.  S 3O7 

Rodgers,  C.  E.  P 266-268,269 

Sherman,  T.  "W 288,  290 

Steedman,  Charles 277 

Stevens,  Thomas  H 281 

Summers,  William  H 276 

Trapier,  J.  H , 299 

Wagener,  John  A 308 

Watmoujih,  P.  G 282, 283 

Wyman,  R.  H 279 

Eesolntion  of  thanks  of  Congress  to  Flag-Offleer  Du  Pont 291 

Statement  of  Isaac  Tattnall 487 

Correspondence  of  senior  naval  oiificer  in,  -with  T.  W.  Sherman 669 

Exchange  of  fire  with  Confederates  iu  harbor  of. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mercury 28-1 

Extract  from  Savannah  Republican,  November  12, 1861   295,296 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 277 

Drayton,  Thomas  ¥ 301 

Dunovant,  E.  G.  M 314 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 260 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr 318 

Eodgers,  John 255 

Statement  of  Isaac  Tattnall 487 

Preparations  for  expedition  against. 

Extract  from  Savannah  Republican,  November,  12, 1861 295 

Commnnicatious  from 

Davis,  Charles  H 255 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 210 

Sherman,  T.  W 216,  220 

War  Department,  C.  S 827 

War  Department,  TI.  S 219 

Loss  of  vessels 291-293 


922  INDEX. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C— Continued.  Page. 

Preparations  for  exi)edition  against — Continued. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,S.F 22*,  228-230,  254,  2.55 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 207,209,212-21.5,217 

President,  TI.  S 208 

Scott,  Winfleld 1 220 

War  Department,  U.  S 221  . 

Reports  of 

DuPont,S.r 259 

Gatlin,E.C «28 

Gillis,JolinP 257 

Goldsborough,  L.  M - 291 

Lawton,  A.  R - 828 

Ripley,  E.S - - 827,828 

Slierman,T.  W 212 

Reconnoissauce  of  harbor  of.     Communications  from  S.  V.  Du  Pont 258 

Rumorttd  appearance  of  Confederate  gunboat  near 367,  368 

Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.    Joint  attack  upon  Confederate  troops  at,  and  clear- 
ing of  Coosaw  River,  December  31, 1861,  to  January  2, 1862. 
Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F 446 

Sherman,  T.W 446 

Stevens,  Isaac  I 451 

Congratulatory  orders  of  T.W.  Sherman 453 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 450 

Donelson,  D.  S J 453 

Da  Pont,  S.F - 447,450 

Jones,  James 454 

Rodgers,  C.  E.  P - 448 

Sherman,  T.W 452 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 

Aids  to  navigation  needed  in.     Communications  from  S.  F.  Dn  Pont 335 

Blockade  of.     Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 561 

Depredations  in  vicinity  of.     Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F 352 

Sherman,  T.W 352 

Lardner,  J.  L.,  appointed  to  commaud  in 623 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  sloop  of  war.     Mentioned 472, 473 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S.    Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.F 803 

Navy  Department,  tJ.  S 354 

Potent,  Julius.    Mentioned 734 

Potomac,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,  421 

Potomac  Flotilla. 

Extension  of  limits  of 6 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in 74,75,104,109,122 

Potomska,  U.  S.  S. 
Expeditions. 

In  vicinity  of  Dorchester,  Ga.,  April  25-27, 1862 775-777 

To  Darien,  Ga.,  May  9,  1862 808 

To  St.  Catherine's  Sound 756 

Mentioned 539,633,635,666,727,773,799,802,815 

Orders  for  iiio\emciits 425, 631,  672,  706,  728 

Ri'connoissance  in  Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 1862..  522-529 
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Potomska,  U.  S.  S. — Continnecl.  Page. 

Striking  of,  upon  a  shoal 488 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.     Expedition  to  coasts  of,  Fdbruartj  28  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  571,  573,  576,  581,  583, 584,  591, 593, 595,  598,  606-614,  616. 
Potter,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence -with  D.D.Porter 47, 143 

Mentioned 93,98,99,117,126,133,142,143 

Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Chippewa,  resulting  from  attack  on  Fort 

Anderson,  N.C 32 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 10-12,14 

Pratt,  Nichols.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 61 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  M.     Mentioned 812 

Prentiss,  George  A. 

Appointed  to  command  blockade  off  Georgetown,  S.  C 767 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 721 

Mentioned 680,  733-7;J6,  759,  798 

Prentiss,  Roderick.    Mentioned 560,  561 

President,  C.  S. 

Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Roads 145-147 

Correspondence  regarding  efforts  to  c.iptiirn 139, 140 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 180 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 828 

Mentioned 148,181,293,622,678,832 

President,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  regardingassassination  of 119, 123, 124, 125, 128, 130 

Correspondence  with 

Congress,  U.  S - 290,616 

Fox,G.  V 58 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 208 

Mentioned 18,23,77,78,82,83,101, 

105, 169, 170, 175, 176, 214-216, 220,  221,  288, 290, 291,  395,  574,  594,  616,  617 

Visit  of,  to  James  River,  Virginia 77,78,82,83,105 

Press. 

General  order  forbidding  publication  of  information  regarding  movements  -      546 

Violation  of  general  order 723 

Preston,  John  S.    Mentioned 829 

Preston,  Samuel  W.     Mentioned 26.5,268,397,725 

Price,  C.  B.    Mentioned - 734,735 

Price,  Joseph.     Mentioned ". - 191 

Price,  ■William.     Mentioned 266 

Pride,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned 762 

Prince  Albert,  Brig.     Mentioned 786 

Prince,  Major.     Mentioned 200 

Prince  ofWales,  Schooner. 

Destruction  of,  December  24,  1861 428-430,  4.59 

Mentioned 379,786,838 

Prizes. 

Disposition  of 783,792 

Order  of  Navy  Department  regarding  separatifm  of  otHcers  and  crews 691 

Providencia,  Spanish  bark.     Mentioned 341 

Provost,  Nelson.     Mentioned 429,479,480,627 

Puiz,  Emilio.     Mentioned 374-377 

Purviance,  Hugh  Y. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 411, 529 

Mentioned 214,373 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Fanny  Dec,  November  6,  ISUl 331 
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Page. 
Putnam,  General.     See  General  Putnam,  V.  S.  S. 
Putnam,  James  O.     See  Havre,  France,  U.  S.  consul  a(^ 

Pyles,  S.  R.    Mentioneil 600 

Queen,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned - 38,39,43,85 

Quimby,  Samuel  P.    Report  of  expedition  to  Borchester,  Ga.,  April  25-27, 

1862 Til 

Quinn,  Michael.     Mentioned 761,  762 

Quinn,  Patrick.     Mentioned - 266,  280 

Quimiebaug,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Loss  of,  July  20,  1865 170,171 

R.  B.  Forbes,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861 281 

Mentioned 212,  214,  224,  255,  204,  287,  360,  364,  438,  478,  482 

Movements  of - 414 

R.  Burrows,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned 330 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,38,5,5,72,211 

Orders  for  movements 83 

R.  R.  HiggiuB,  Schooner.     Mentioned 741 

Rabb,  E.  A.    Mentioned -. - 314 

Rachel  S.  Miller,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Radford,  William. 

Appointed  to  command  the 

Atlantic  Squadron 157 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  S(|uadrou 129, 132 

Correspondence  with 

Bradley,  George  W 142 

Braine,  D.  L 128,137 

Breese,  K.R 121,130 

Frost,  G.W 119 

Grant,  U.S 51,57,66 

Macomb,  W.  H 149,159,161,163 

Maillefert,  B 138 

Navy  Department,  U.S 3,4,13,23,51,69,124,12.5, 

128, 131,  134, 136, 137, 139-142, 145-147,  152, 153, 156, 157, 161, 163, 165, 169 

Nichols,  E.  T 46,1.30 

Parker,  James 121,  167 

Phelps,  T.  S 173 

Porter,  D.  D 4,7,115,132 

West,  W.  C 171 

Wise,  II.  A 18 

General  orders , 63 

Mentioned 45,  46,  48,  67,  76,  79,  93, 120. 130, 139,  141, 162, 164,  166, 167 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River.     Operations  in ^ 172 

Chicopeo,  U.  S.  S.     Orders  for ; J67 

Hampton  Roads. 

Guard  ship  in _ , 144 

Movements  of  United  .'States  vessels  to  and  from. ..    145-147, 148, 152, 154 
James  River,  Virginia. 

Operations  in 6, 10, 14, 15, 17, 18,  41,  48,  66,  68,  78 

Raising  of  Confederate  vessels  in _ 124 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Listof  vessels  of 143,1,53.1.56,160,169 

Vessels  detached  from  122,132,186,141,145,147,155,168 
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Radford,  William — Continued.  Page. 

Keports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.C. 

Arrivalat 172 

Departure  for 170 

Preparations  for  departure  for 166 

President,  U.S.     Search  for  assassin  of 119,123 

Quinnebaug,  U.  S.  transport.     Loss  of 170 

Roanoke  River.     Seizure  of  property  in 119 

Sassacns,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 134 

York  and  Rappahannock  rivers.     Operations  in 66,  67 

Ramsay,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 47, 112 

Report  of  clearing  torpedoes  from  James  River,  Virginia 101 

Mentioned 21,  73,  94,  98,  US,  142 

Randolph,  John.     See  John  Bandolph,  Ship. 

Raney,  David  G.    Mentioned 297 

Raney  &  Neafy.    Mentioned 340 

Rappahamiock  River,  Virginia.     Operations  in.     Report  of  William  Rad- 
ford           67 

Ratcliff,  James  B.    Mentioned IHl 

Ravenel,  Ship.    Mentioned 786 

Ravenel,  P.  Or.    Report  of  abduction  of  Confederate  steamer  Planter  from 

Charleston,  S.C,  May  13, 1862 825 

Ravenel,  W.  C.    Mentioned 307 

Read,  B.  H.    Mentioned 309,  310 

Read,  Jacob.    Mentioned .301-304 

Read,  William  W.    Mentioned 187,319 

Reagan,  John  H.    Mentioned 145 

Rebecca,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 708,709 

Rebecca  Sims,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,421 

Rechid,  Steamer.     Mentioned 5'>7, 558 

Redding,  William  F.    Mentioned 691,  705 

Redman,  Curtis.     Mentioned 537 

Reed,  Allen  V.    Mentioned 154 

Reed,  Harry.    Mentioned .546 

Reed,  John  H.     Mentioned - .        99 

Release,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned ....   21, 55,  72,  94, 107,  118, 127, 134, 144, 154,  173, 533,  540,  567,  570,  664,  706 

Orders  for  movements - 539 

Relief,  U.  S.  storeship. 

Movements  of 706 

Orders  for  movements 533 

Relyea,  G.  J.     Mentioned 825 

Reuaudin,  H.  I.  M.  S.     Mentioned 535 

Renshaw,  Richard  T. 
Correspondence  with 

Kerens,  J.  II 135 

Navy  Department,  1^.  S 170,172 

Porter,  D.  D 104 

Mentioned 21,  72,  94, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154 

Reports  of. 

Richmond,  Va.     Seizure  of  timber  at 172 

Washington,  N.  C.     Condition  of  inhabitants  of 135 

Renshaw,  U.S.  schooner.      Mentioned ...  21 ,  72, 94, 118, 127, 133, 144, 154, 160,  165, 109 

Republic,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 21,  5.5,  72,  83,  94,106, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Resolute,  C.S.  S.     Mentioned 295,298,302 
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Restless,  U.  S.  bark.  Pagi-. 

Captures  made  by 66(5-668, 681-683,  719,  795,  796,  810 

Destruction  of  vessels  in  Bull's  Bay,  South  Carolina,  February  13  aud  14, 

1862  547-550 

Mentioned 533,  535,  543, 546,  773,  785,  793,  81« 

Orders  for  movements 425,  529,  530,  714 

Revere,  Britisb  schooner.     Mentioned 408,  409 

Reynolds,  Mr.     Mentioned 758 

Reynolds,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 238,566,568,631,  658,  659 

Weidman,  John 237 

Mentioned 217,223, 

232, 236, 237,  240-243,  247-249,  251,  259,  285, 573, 576,  603,  631, 657, 658, 660 
Reports  of. 

Governor,  U.  S.  trausi)ort.     Kescue  of  marine  battalion  from 233-236 

Marine  battalion.     Embarkation  of,  for  expedition  to  coasts  of  Georgia 

and  Florida 568 

Reynolds,  William.     Mentioned 39 

Reynolds,  'William  H. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 483 

Mentioned 686 

Rhind,  Alexander  C. 

Appointed  to  command  in  North  Edisto  Kiver 507 

Correspondence  with 

Prcintnall,  John  H.  II 758 

DuPout,  S.  F 536,540,686,745,791 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 425 

Mentioned 4,7,20,71,76,87,92,93,116,125, 

133, 143, 153, 507, 517,  520, 538, 560,  603, 684,  686,  715,  726,  727,  757,  789,  792 
Reports  of. 

Edisto  Island,  S.  C.     Support  of  army  forces  on 676 

Xeuso  River.     Operations  in 04,  65,  67,  71,  99, 100 

North  Edisto  River. 

Operations  in 520 

Reconnoissance  in,  February  26-28, 1862 560 

Seabrook's  Island.     Engagement  at,  April  18, 1862 758,  759 

South  Edisto  River.     Expedition  up,  April  29, 1862 790 

Rhoades,  Archibald  C. 

Mentioned 609,610 

Report  of  attack  upon  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  near  Bruns- 
wick, Ga 611 

Rhode  Island  Troops.    Mentioned.    Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  3d,  413, 

501,  676.     Light— Regiments :  Ist,  483. 
Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 4,  21,  43, 55,  61,  72,  348, 416,  476, 477,  480, 604, 605,  732,  744,  764 

Movements  of ng^  2'i'i 

Orders  for  movements ]4  62  68  755 

Rice, .     Mentioned 629 

Rice,  John  P.    Mentioned 421 

Rich,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 648 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in  Treat's  Re.ach,  James  River,  'Vir- 
ginia, January  23  and  24, 1865 jgg 

Mentioned 101,124,1.38,182,185,187,419,478 

Orders  for  movements jgO 

Richmond,  L.  C.     See  L.  C.  Rinbmnnd,  Shij). 
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Richmond,  Va.  rago. 

Correspondence  relative  to  possession  of  Confederate  niival  proi)erty  in 
vicinity  of.  ^ 

Couimunication  from  Xavy  Department,  U.  S 169 

Orders  of  Navy  Depjirtnient,  U.  S 1H9, 172 

Reports  of 

Parker,  James 167 

Renshaw,  R.  T 172 

Evacuation  of 07,  ino,  101, 106, 191 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B.     Mentioned 784 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Movements  of 620 

Ringgold,  Cad-walader. 
Correspondence  with 

Burcham,  G.  E 245 

DuPont,  S.  F 2:!8,  L'47,  254,  SHo,  360, 403 

Litchfield,  C.  L 244 

Maryland,  Governor  of 252, 253 

New  York,  Mayor  of 250,251 

Medal  presenteil  to,  liy  Life-Saviug  Benevolent  Association  of  New  York  248, 249 

Mentioned 213,  232, 234-236,  246, 2 18-252, 259,  344, 415 

Reports  of. 

Governor,  IT.  S.  transport.     Rescue  of  marine  li.attalion  from 236, 

239-243,  244, 247 

Sabine,  U.  S.  frigate.     Absence  of,  from  Port  Royal,  S.  (J 285 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to,  from 

Congress,  U.S ._ 248 

Maryland,  Legislature  of 251-253 

New  Y'ork,  Common  Council  of 250, 251 

Ripley,  GeneraL     See  General  liipley,  Schooner. 
Ripley,  Ros'well  S. 

Correspondence  with  F.  G.  Raveiicl 82 

Mentioned 299,  301,  303,  307,  380,  423,  784,  807,  821,  832 

Reports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Battle  of,  November  7, 1861 307 

Expedition  to ;''27,  828 

River  Queen,  Steamer.     Mentioned 77,  78,  82, 175, 176 

Roanoke,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 101,177,185,187 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 288 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 11,12,14,214,2.32 

Movements  of 128 

Orders  for  movements 121, 122 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina. 
Operations  in. 

Cooimunication  from  David  D.  Porter 15 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter 8 

Reports  of 

English,  Earl 125 

Febiger,  John  C - 107,109,123 

Franklin,  Charles  L 108 

Macomb,  W.H 22,87,116 

Porter,  David  D 8 

Seizure  of  property  in. 
Communications  from 

Grant,  U.S 159 

Law  sou,  Peter - 149 
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Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina — Continued.  Page. 

Seizures  of  property  in— Continued. 
Communications  from 

Schofield,J.M 158 

Treasury  Department,  TI.  S 148 

War  Department,  U.  S 158 

Orders  and  instructions  Navy  Department,  U.  S 162, 163, 165 

Reports  of 

Brooks,  John  A.  J 151 

Frankle,  Jones 158 

Macomb,  W.  H 148, 149, 159, 161, 163, 164, 166 

Radford,  William 149 

Thornton,  James  S 150 

Roath,  Warrington  D.     Mentioned 20,  71 

Robert  Peel,  Schooner.     Mentioned 355 

Roberts,  David  S. 

Mentioned 39,41 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimac,  l-'ebruary  15,  1865 40 

Roberts,  Francis.    Mentioned 546 

Roberts,  P.  T.    Mentioned 734 

Roberts,  'William  VT.    Mentioned 186,187 

Robertson,  James  P.     Mentioned 38,26.5,267,731 

Robin  Hood,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418,  421 

Robinson,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 641 

Robinson,  Mr.     Mentioned 604 

Rockville,  S.  C. 

Expedition  to.     Report  of  Percival  Drayton 405 

Reconnoissanco  of.     See  North  Edisto  Mrer.     Operations  in,  p.  520. 
Rock-well,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with  Percival  Drayton 691 

Mentioned 267,28.5,397,799 

Rockwell, William  S.     Mentioned 554 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P. 

Correspondence  ■nitb 

Barnes,  John  S 270,  271 

Cannon,  James  S 820 

Corbin,  Thomas  G 268 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 382,392 

Gillmore,  Q.  A : 726 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 824 

Mentioned 221  262- 

264,  382-385,  387,  395,  396,  415,  416, 447, 451-453,  491,  494,  523,  524,  526-528, 
574,  576,  577,  584,  587, 598,  599,  601,  603,  624,  635, 646,  684,  685,  722,  730,  731 
Reports  of. 

Darlington,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  and  occupation  of  St.  Mary's,  Ga..       578 
Fort  Pulaski. 

Bombardment  and  capture  of,  April  10-11,  1862 731 

Postponement  of  attack  upon 72,5 

Mos(|uito  Inlet,  Florida.     Operations  in,  Marcli  21-22,  1862 647 

Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechee  rivers,  Georgia.     I\'e- 

coimoissance  in 397 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 266-268,  269 

Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.    Attack  upon  Confederate  troops  at,  and 

clearing  of  Coosaw  River 448 

St.  Augustine,  Fia.     Occupation  of 595 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.  Reconnoissanco  of,  December  5-6,  1861 385 


INDEX.  929 

Rodgers,  John.  Page. 

Correspondence  -with 

Bankhead,  J.  P 504 

DuPont,  S.  F 324,428,482,491 

Gillis,  J.  P 468 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 511,  62, 68 

Mentioned 260,  263,  265, 268,  285,  293,  324-327,  355, 356,  359, 363, 

410, 417, 438, 465,  468,  470,  487, 491,  493,  496,  498,  502,  525,  527,  537,  541,  559 
Eei>ort8  of. 

Fliig,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 340 

Freeborn's  Cut.     Reconnoissance  in,  January  7,  1862 468,469 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Exchange  of  lire  with  Confederates  iu  harbor  of  ..       255 
Wright's  and  Mud  rivers.     Reconuoissanco  in,  January  17  to  Febru- 
ary 18,  1862  492,  4  94,  496,  501-503 

Roebuck,  U.  S.  bark. 

Mentioned 348,  427,  458,  529, 53.5,  625,  773,  816,  817 

Orders  for  luoveuienta 365 

Rogiro,  Nicholas.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  I)u  Pont 659,  660 

Rolando,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 5, 24,  27, 29, 30 

Mentioned 38  72 

Rollins,  Joseph  E.    Mentioned 187 

Roman,  U.  S.  storeship.     Mentioned 21,72,94 

Ronckendorff,  'William. 

Appointed  to  command  TI.  S.  S.  Monadnoik 64 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  ^.  R 97 

Chandler,  R _ 98 

l^orter,  1).  D 95, 109 

Mentioned 72,94,98,99,117,126,1,33,143 

Report  of  vessels  entitled  to  share  in  prizes  captured  in  James  River 142 

Rootes,  George  M.     Mentioned 187 

Rootes,  Lawrence  M.     Mentioned .       187 

Rootes,  Thomas  R.     Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 182 

Rosa,  Rudolph. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 526 

Mentioned 525,  553 

Rosalind,  Brig.     Mentioned 638 

Rose,  Hugh.    Mentioned 302,  307,  311 

Ross,  George  C.     See  George  C.  Ross,  Brig. 
Rotan,  Samuel.     See  Samuel  Sotan,  U.  S.  scliooner. 

Rowe,  'William  R.     Mentioned 187 

Rowland,  John  H.     Mentioned 265,267 

Rowntree,  RoberfW.     Mentioned 20,71,93,117,126,133,143 

Ruggles,  Daniel.     Mentioned 191 

Russ,  Robert  F. 

Mentioned 811 

Report  of  capture  of  boat's  crew  Irom  U.  S.  S.  Snmpter  near  Fort  .Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11,  1862 812 

Russell,  James.    Mentioned 734 

Russell,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 93,117,126,133,143 

Russell,  Harry.    Mentioned 653 

Russell,  Lord  John.     Mentioned 760 

Rutherford,  Schooner.     Mentioned 762 

N  W  B— VOL  12 59 
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Rutledge,  John.  Page- 
Mentioned 29.5 

Eeport  of  iuadvisability  of  attack  upon  Federal  batteiy  on  Oakley  Island .      842 
Ryan,  'William, 

Correspondence  with  Street  &  West  761 

Mentioned - 762,763 

S.  R.  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 173,175 

Sabine,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned 82, 100,  286,  327,  340,  344,  359-361,  411, 438,  480 

Orders  for  movements 254,  335,  403,  415 

Hescue  of  marine  battalion  from  steamer  Governor,  November  1-3,  1861 .       232- 

253,  255, 259, 285 

Sachem,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 558,603 

Saffron,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 21,  54,  73,  94, 98, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Benham,  H.  W 765 

DuPont,  S.F 765 

Wright,  H.G 581 

Report  of  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson 643,723,764 

Blockade  of.     Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 539 

Occupation  of. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 601,  603 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 597,  602,  631 

Reports  of 

•       DuPont,  S.F 598,599,604 

Xicholson,  J.  W.  A 753 

Rodgers,  C .  R.  P  595 

Reconnoissance  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pout. 588 

Report  of  W.  E.  Le  Roy 592 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Mayor  of.     Mentioned  595, 596 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  Mayor  et  al.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 659,  660 

St.  Augustine  Creek,  Georgia. 

Confederate  battery  on.     Communication  from  T.  W.  Sherman 538 

Reconnoissance  in.     See  Wilmington  Narrows.     Beconnoietance  in. 
St.  Catherine's  Sound. 

Fxpedition  to.     Reports  of 

Lanier,  E 756 

Watmough,  P.  G 7,56 

Search  for  blockade  runner  near.     Order  of  E.  Lanier 728 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosavr  rivers,  South  Carolina.     Re- 
connoissance of,  December  5-9, 1861. 
Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F 386 

Sherman,  T.  W 386,387 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  Peroival 388 

DuPont,  S.F 388 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina.    Operations  in.    Orders  and  instructions. 

S.F.  DuPont 720 
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Paga 
St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  tributaries.     HocuiinoiHSiiiicuH  in, 

November  25-28, 1861. 
Abstract  log  of  the 

Pembina,  U.  S.  S 323 

Unadilla,  U.S.S 323 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 319 

Order  of  S.  F.  Du  Pout 32U 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  Percival 321 

DuPont,  S.F 320,321 

St.  John,  New  Bruns-wick,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Correspondence  ■with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 543 

Mentioned 529 

St.  Johns,  Steamer.     Mentioned 304 

St.  John's  Bluff,  Fla.    Destruction  of  earthworks  on.     Eeports  of 

Budd,  William 699 

Stevens,  T.  H 697 

St.  John's  River,  Florida. 

Blockade  of.     Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 620,  621 

Confederate  military  strength  on.     Communications  from  H.  G.  Wright.  581,  582 
Expedition  in,  March  18-25,  1862,  and  raising  of  yacht  America. 

Proclamation  of  T.  W.  Sherman 639 

Stevens,  T.  H - 638,640 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Aumien,  Daniel 597,696 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 615, 642,  716,  751, 807 

Mays,R.G 696 

Sherman ,  T.  W 597 

Stevens,  T.  H -  -  724,  745 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Drayton,  Percival 691 

DuPont,  S.F 717,743,799 

Stevens,  T.  H - 594,729 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel 662,695,712,718,804-806 

Budd,  William --■       699 

DuPont,  S.F 599,747,783 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A 806 

Stevens,  T.H - 631,686,690,697,705,728,739 

Trapier,  J.H 618 

See  also  Jacksonville,  Fla, 
St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  8hi]>. 

Capture  of  Schooner  Fanny  Lee,  November  6,  1861 331 

Mentioned 214,  222,  346,  355,  359,  361,  373,  380,  416,  427,  438,  541 

Orders  for  movements 411,490,529 

St.  Martin, .     Mentioned 832, 833 

St.  Mary's,  Steamer. 

Discovery  and  raising  of 638, 640,  643 

Mentioned 487,615,632 

St.  Mary's,  Ga.    Oocnpation  of.     Reports  of 

Drayton,  Percival o'^''' 

DuPont,  S.F - 574,588 

Rodgers,  C.  R.  P 578 

Stevens,  T.H -       5«3 
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St.  Mary's  River.     Ojieratioiis  iu.  Page. 

Engagement  near  Brick  Yard 584,  590 

Reports  of 

Drayton,  Percival 590,666 

DuPont,  S.  F 588 

Stevens,  T.  IT 584 

See  also  St.  Mary's,  Ga. 
St.  Pierre,  Emily.     See  Emily  St.  Pierre,  Ship. 
St.  Simon's  Island. 

Condition  of  batteries  on.     Report  of  W.  G.  Gill 830 

Negro  colony  on 633,689,692,727,756 

See  also  BrunswicJ; ,  Ga.     Operatiovn  against,  and  occupation  of. 
St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia. 

Affairs  iu.     Eeport  of  S.  W.  Godon 688 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  Y.  Du  I'ont. .  392, 395,  403, 487,  530,  706,  744,  745,  802 

Keport  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont 788 

Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Du  Pout,  S.  F 692 

Godon,  S.  W 689 

Eeports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F. 633 

Godon,  S.  W 633 

Lanier,  E 727 

See  also  fJarien,  Ga.     Reconnaissance  from  Brunsivicl ,  Ga.,  to. 

Sallie,  Schooner.     Mentioned 628 

Sampson,  C.  S.  S.     Jlontioned 295, 297,  298,  362 

Samuel  Rotan,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Arrest  of  commanding  officer  of 60  61 

Mentioned 18,21,54,73,82,94,118,127,132,144,154 

Orders  for  movements 134 

Sands,  J.  'Woodville.    Mentioned 151 

Sands,  Iiouis.    Mentioned 664 

Sanford,  H.  S.    See  Brussels,  Belgium,  L.  S.  minister  to. 
Sangamon,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by _ 142 

Mentioned 73,  94, 98,  99,  118,  127, 134, 144, 152, 154, 156, 160, 165, 168, 169 

Movements  of 55  60 

Orders  for  movements _ HI 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioued 296 

Santee  River,  South  Carolina.     Captures  made  in 681-683 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,  5.5,  67,  73,  94, 118,  127, 134, 144, 147,  471,784,  796 

Orders  for  movements 77 

Sapard,   Captain.     Mentioned 301305 

Sarah,  Schooner.     Destruction  of,  May  1,  1862 793  gfo 

Sarah  and  Caroline,  Schoouer. 

Capture  of,  December  11, 1861 393-395 

Mentioned 43g 

Sarah  CuUeu,  Schooner.     Meutioned 229 

Sarah  J.  Bright,  Schoouer.     Mentioned 229 

Saratoga,  Schooner.     IMcntionod ;  229 

Sartori,  Iie-wis  C. 

Mentioned _ 214  341 

Report  of  coudition  of  U.  S.  S.  Flag 339 


INDEX.  933 

Page. 

Sary,  Frank.    Mentioned 780 

Sassacus,  U.  S.  S.  '' 

Condition  of 134 

Mentioned 21,  25,  32,  33, 45,  52, 54,  63,  73,  81,  94, 118, 127, 136, 174, 17G 

Orders  for  movements 88, 113 

Satterth'wait,  Jane.     See  Jane  Satterthwait,  Schooner. 
Saugus,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 142 

Mentioned 51,52,73,94,1)8,99,118 

Orders  for  movements 69, 102 

Sanlsbury,  'Willard.     See  Willard  SauUbury,  Schooner. 

Sauvelle,  P.  A.    Mentioned 347 

Savage,  Hugh  H.     Mentioned 20,72 

Savage,  John  H.    Mentioned 834 

Savannah,  U.  S.  ship. 

Abstract  log,  December  6, 1861 391 

Captures  made  by 369,  370 

Engagement  at  mouth  of  Savannah  lii ver,  November  26, 1861 363 

Mentioned 214,222,231,344,348,349.355,359, 

372,  383,  386,  401, 407,  410,  410,  419,  420, 425,  427, 445, 460, 470, 481, 488, 541 

Occupation  of  Ty bee  Island,  November  24, 1861 325, 326 

Operations  in  Tybee  Roads 365,378 

Orders  for  movements 255,382,424,490,519 

Savannah,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 27.3,295-297,665 

Savannah,  G^, 

Affairs  in  and  about. 

Communications  from  H.  C  Wright 461 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F 432,663 

Gillis,  JohnP 460,664 

Missroon,  J.  S 432 

Terry,  Alfred  H 359 

Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 360 

Sewell,  William 222 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  S.  F 334,344 

Missroon,  J.  S 348 

Reports  of  J.  S.  MLssrooii 231, 355 

Defenses  of.     Information  from    deserter   regarding.     Report  of  .1.    P. 

Gillis 552 

Escape  of  steamer  Fingal  into 828 

Operations  against.     See  Fort  Jackson,  Fort  I'ulaslci,  New  Hirer,  Sarannnh 
Hirer,    Tyhce,    Wall's    Cut,    Waasaw   Sound,    Wilmington   Inland, 
Wright's  and  Mud  rivers,  Wilmington  Narrows. 
Savannah  River. 

Blockade  of.     See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harbors,  etc. 
Confederate  ironclad  in. 
Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F - 670,672,674 

Sherman,  T.W 684 

Reports  of 

Collins,  N 608,669 

Gillis,  .Jonas  H 00,3,680 

Viele,  Egbert  L C69 
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SaTannah  River — Continued.  Page. 

Engagement  with  Confederates  at  mouth  of. 
Abstract  log 

Flag,  U.S.  S 363 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S 363 

Keports  of 

Goldsborough,  J.  It 362 

Missroou,  J.S 303 

Naviil  engagement  in 491,500,501,505,524,525,526,527,528 

Obstruction  of  passage  between  Wassaw  Sound  and.     Orders  and  instruc- 
tions, S.  F.  Dn  Pont 438,445 

Operations  in. 

Communications  irom 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 670,752,753 

Sherman,  T.AV... 485,486,510,6.52,669,673,684 

Viele,  Egbert  L 752 

Reports  of 

Collins,  N 641,653,747,770 

Godon,  S.  W 700 

Lardner,  J.  L 641,  652 

Wells,  C.  H 653 

See  also  Savannah,  Ga.     Operatioiia  against. 
Sazton,  Rufus. 

Correspondence  with  L.  H.  I'elouze 367,  445 

Mentioned 467,474,567 

Soanlan,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 310,311 

Scanlao,  S.  E.    Mentioned 319 

Scarlet,  Mr.     Mentioned 633 

Schenck,  James  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Graham,  Charles  K 11 

Wood,  George  W 12 

Report  of  expedition  to  Pagan  Creek,  Virginia,  February  .5-7, 1865 10 

Schindler,  M.  A.     See  M.  A.  Schindler,  Schooner. 
Schofield,  John  M. 

CorresponJenco  with  D.  D.  Porter 23,  24, 26, 27,  30 

Mentioned 3,  4,  28,  30,  33, 34, 57,  65, 70, 90, 158, 159, 163. 166, 173 

Schultz,  Steamer.     Destruction  of 186 

Scott,  Mr.    Mentioned : 836 

Scott,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 187 

Scott,  Margaret.    See  Margaret  Scott,  Hark. 

Scott,  Robert  "W.    Mentioned 808 

Scott,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox 219 

Mentioned ^-5,  392 

Scott,  Winfield.     Correspondence  Avith  T.  W.  Sherman 220 

Scott,  'Winfield.     See  Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  Arnwj  steamer. 

Screven, Mentioned 409,  506, 524,  527,  528,  662 

Screven,  John  H.     Mentioned 301 

Scuppernong  River,  North  Carolina.     Operations  in.     Report  of  Earl  Eng- 
lish         73 

Seaboard,  Steamer.     Seizure  of 120,121  107  168 

Seabrook,  Steamer.     Mentioned 679  734-737 

Seabrook,  Paul  H.     Mentioned 303 
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Seabrook'B  Island,  South  Carolina.  Page. 

Engagement  at,  April  18, 1862. 

Casualties 758 

Reports  of 

Breintnall,  John  H.  H ..       758 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 757 

Rhind,  A.  C 758,759 

ReconnoisBauce  to,  April  14, 1862. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.S.  S.  Pocahontas 742 

Report  of  E.  Q.  Fellows 742 

Sea  Foam,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.     Mentioned 46 

Secretary  of  State,  IT.  S.    Mentioned 119, 

161, 217, 231,  333,  376,  377,  395,  401,  407,  439, 467, 535, 554, 622, 626 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  C.  S.     Mentioned 840,842 

Secretaryof  theNavy.XJ.  S.  Mentioned..  14, 15, 48,  61,  102, 105, 115, 131, 149, 170,  219, 
230,  231,  248,  342,  344,  348,  408-410, 414,  418, 430,  508,  542,  656,  751, 772, 824 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  U.  S.     Mentioned 169, 216, 222, 329, 508, 741,  742 

Secretary  of  TVar,  C.  S.    Mentioned 504 

Secretary  of  War,  IT.  S.     Mentioned .  146, 159, 163,  207, 210, 215,  220,  374,  376,  377, 730 

Sedgvrick,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

Sedgv^ick,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 746 

Selden,  George  L.    Mentioned 473 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 47,  77 

Mentioned 20,72,84,88,93,97,117,126,133,14.3,154 

Semmes,  Alexander  A. 
Correspofldence  with 

DtiPont,  S.F 745 

Porter,  D.D 112 

Quimhy,  S.  F - 777 

Mentioned 94, 117, 126, 133, 143,  l.">4,  741,  775,  776,  799,  802 

Reports  of. 

Darien,  Ga.     Expedition  to 808 

Dorchester,  Ga.     Expedition  to,  April  25-27,  1862 776 

Semmes,  Raphael. 
Appointed 

To  command  James  River  Squadron 183 

Rear-admiral 181 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 192 

Brent,  G.W 192 

Lomax,  L.  L 191 

Martin,  W.K 191 

Mitchell,  J.  K 185 

Navj'  Department,  C.  S 191 

Mentioned 50,184,190 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S. 

l!attleofPortRoyal,S.C.,  November  7, 1861 266,274 

Captures  made  by 369,370,372-374 

Mentioned 209,212,211,225,262,275, 

380,  415,  427,  428, 438,  460,  465, 482,  487,  488, 538-540, 552,  554, 560, 663,  672 

Movements  of 257 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.    ExpedHion  to  coasts  of,  February  Sf!  to  March 
15,  1862,  pp.  566,  567,  570, 571, 573,  593. 

Operations  in  Wilmington  River,  Georgia 664 

Orders  for  movements 351,366,400,401,6.56,665 
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Seminole,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Reconnoissance 

lu  Freeborn's  Cut,  Georgia,  January  7, 1862... _ 468-470 

To  Beaufort,  S.  C -" 5J53 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Eoyal,S.C.,  November  7,  1861 278 

Captures  made  by 369,  370 

.Joint  attack  upon  Confederates  at  Port  Koyal  Ferry  and  clearing  of  Coo- 
saw  River,  South  Caroliua,  December  31, 1861-January  2, 1862.  446-456 

Mentioned 21,  25,  33,  52,  54,  73,  82, 94, 118, 127, 134, 141, 157, 174,  206,  218,  224 

255, 256, 260, 262, 269,  277,  293,  326,  332,  349,  353,  363,  391,  406, 421,427,  475, 
498, 502, 504,  507,  517,  520,  672,  686,  705,  714, 718, 744,  752,  773,  799,  805, 815 
Occupation  of 

Beaufort,  S.  C,  November  9, 1861  336-339 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  November  24,  1861 327 

Operations  in 

North  Edisto  River,  Georgia  405, 430-432,  464, 516 

St.  John's  River,  Florida 662,  695-697,  712,  747-751,  804,  806, 807 

Orders  for  movements 47,  254,  392,  403,  506,  537,  671,  687,  743 

Keconnoissance  in 

Ossabaw  Sound  and  Vernon  and  Great  Ogeechec  rivers,  Georgia, 

December  11, 1861 395-397 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia.  December  5-6, 1861 385 

Wilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 1862 522-529 

See  also  Georgia  and  Florida.    Expedition  to  coasts  of,  February  ZS  to  March 
15,  ISG..',  pp.  571,  573, 576,  583,  584, 587,  588,  593,  597-599. 

Serrell,  Edward  W.     Mentioned 3G8 

Seward,  Frederick  "W.     Mentioned 344 

Seward,  'Williain  H.     See  Secretary  of  State,  V.  S. 

Sewell,  'William.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  IT.  S 222 

Seyburn,  Isaac  D.     Mentioned 266 

Seymour,  Isaac  N.     See  Isaac  X.  Seymour,  U.S.  S. 

Shafer,  James  E.     Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida 256 

Shallotte  Inlet.     Expedition  to.     See  Little  Biver  and  Shallotle  Inlet. 
Shamrock,  II.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 9, 16,  21,  22,  49,  51,  54,  58,  73,  75,  76,  94,  lOS, 

118, 123, 127, 134-136, 144,  145,  149, 154-156,  159-161,  163, 165, 166, 11)8, 169 

Movements  of 44 ,  106 

Operations  in  Chowan  River 96, 102 

Seizure  of  steamer  Philadelphia 107 

Shankland,  Williani  F.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  II.  S 554 

Shark,  Schooner.     Mentiimed 360 

Sharratt,  F.  T.     Mentioned 379,380 

Shawmut,  TI.  S.  S. 

Casualties  resulting  to  boat's  crew  of,  from  explosion  of  torpedo 44 

Mentioned - 21,  25,  33,  52,  e-l,  68,  73,  82,  85 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River 36 

Orders  for  movements 47,  74 

Shawsbeen,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 230 

Mentioned 218 

Sheer,  Thomas  TAT.     Mentioned 21,73 

ShefBeld,  Edward.    Mentioned  394 

Sheldon,  W.  B.     Report  of  arrival  of  schooner  Active  at  Philadelphia 779 

Shepherd  Knapp,  IT.  S.  ship. 

Assistance  rendered,  by  steamer  Delaware . 820 

Orders  for  movements 770 
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Shepley,  Greorge  P.     Mentioned 23 

Sbepperd,  Francis  E.     Mentioned 185, 187 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.    Mentioned , 79-81 

Sherman,  Thomas  'W. 
Correspondence  with 

Beard,  O.T 478 

Bell,  Louis 413 

Collins,  N 6GS» 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 216,  220,  287,  319,  324,  352,  3G4,  367,  3G8,  371, 376,  383,  38J , 

386,  387,  390, 402,  412,  421,  426, 434,  433,  437,  440, 467,  478,  483,  485, 4S6,  493, 
496,  498,  500,  526,  532,  538,  555,  556,  567-571,  597,  603,  670,  673,  684,  701,  702 

Gardiner,  G.  F  494 

Lardner,  J.L 652 

Meigs,  M.C 510 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  Senior  naval  officer 669 

Scott,  Winfield 220 

State  Department,  U.  S 212,  375 

Vicle,  Egbert  L 669 

War  Department,  U.  S 221,377 

General  orders 453 

Mentioned 208, 219, 259, 261,  284,  290, 294, 300,  322,  332, 

349,  350,  364,  367,  369,  374-377,  382, 447,  453,  476,  477,  491,  499, 520,  523,  524, 
541,  559,  566,  583,  603,  615,  639,  642,  643,  652,  657,  660, 676,  685-888,  702,  705 

Proclamation  to  the  people  of  east  Florida 639 

Keports  of. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 i:88-290 

Preparations  for  expedition  against 212 

Port  Royal  Ferry,  S.  C.     Joint  attack  upon  Confeder.nte  troo])8  at,  and 

clearing  of  Coosaw  River 452 

Venus  Point.     Attack  upon  battery  on 500 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with  T.  S.Phelps 127 

Transmission  of  dispatches  to,  by  naval  officers.     Reports  of 

Grinnell,  H.  Walton 90 

Porter,  David  D 82,90 

Mentioned 59,70,82-84,86,87,90-92,99,104,107,189 

Sherwood,  Henry.     Mentioned 516 

Shippey,  W.  Frank.     Mentioned 187 

Shokokon,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 19,  21,  54,  64,  73,  92,  94,  96, 103, 109, 118, 127, 134, 144, 1.54 

Movements  of 58, 125 

Shrapnel.  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 101, 12J,]86 

Shrapnel,  U.  S.  Army  Bteamer.     Expedition  into  Neuse  River .   64,  65 

Shubrick,  William  B.     See  Light-House  Jloaril,  Superintendent  of. 
Shufeldt,  Robert  W.     See  Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  at. 

Shunk,  Francis  J.    Mentioned 725 

Shuter,  John.    Mentioned 609,610 

Sicard,  Montgomery. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 47 

Mentioned 21,73 

Sidney  Hall,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

Silliman,  J.  A.    Mentioned 809 

Simmons,  John  'W.    Mentioned 93 

Simonita,  Spanish  brig.     Mentioned 483 
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Simpson,  Smith  S.     Mentioned 187 

Simpson,  'WiUiam  D.     Mentioned 455 

Sims,  Rebecca.     See  Sebeeca  Sims,  Ship.' 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  Brig.     Mentioned 786 

Sisson,  O.    Mentioned - *21 

Skidda-way  and  Green  islands,  Georgia.    Abandonment  of  batteries  on. 
Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F 663 

Gillis,JohnP 664 

Skinner,  James  T.    Mentioned 421 

Skinner,  Thomas  L.    Mentioned 182, 187 

Skirwan,  Steamer.     Seizure  of 148,152,159 

Skull  Creek,  South  Carolina.     Order  of  Percival  Drayton  regarding  attack 

npon  U.  S.  S.  Ellen  in 433 

Slack,  William  B.     Mentioned 210 

Slagbt,  James  C. 

Mentioned 121 

Report  of  Confederate  vessels  seized  in  J  ames  River,  Virginia 120 

Slaves.     See  Fngiiire  alaien. 
Sleeper,  Henry  J. 

Mentioned 781,793,800 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Sarah,  May  1,  1862 793 

SUdell,  John.    Mentioned 347,379,399,640,643 

Sloman,  B.  W.     Mentioned 319 

Smalls,  John.    Mentioned 82.") 

Smalls,  Robert.      Abduction  of  Confederate  steamer  Planter  from  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  by.     See  Planter,  Confederate  steamer. 

Smart,  Samuel  F.     Mentioned 266 

Smith,  Captain.     Mentioned 402 

Smith,  Mr.    Mentioned 150 

Smith,  Angus.     Mentioned 463 

Smith,  Buckingham.     Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S 622 

Smith,  Charles. 

Mentioned 667.  796 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Julia  Worden  and  destructioD  of  schooner 

George  Washington 668 

Smith,  Edmund  Kirby.     Mentioned 622 

Smith,  Eugene.     Mentioned 187 

Smith,  George  F.     Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida 256 

Smith,  Gustave.     Mentioned 235 

Smith,  Isaac.     See  Isaac  Smith,  V.  S.  S. 
Smith,  John  S. 

Mentioned 6.36,637 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Florida 256 

Smith,  Joseph.    Mentioned 814 

Smith,  M.  ■Whit.     Mentioned 600 

Smith,  Peter  'W.     Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 177 

Smith,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 825 

Smith,  Thomas  E.     Mentioned 93,  117,126,133,143 

Smith,  William  (Acting  master's  mate).     Mentioned 187 

Smith,  William  (Fireman).     Mentioned 609,611 

Snell.  Alfred  T.     Mentioned 405 

Snowdrop,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 156 

Snowflake,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Solano,  Matthev?.     Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 659,  660 

Soles,  William.     Mentioned 677-679 
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Somerset,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 765,766 

Sophia,  Brig.    Mentioned ., 638 

South  America,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 418 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by 331^ 

345,  346,  361,  369,  370,  372-378,  390,  393-395,  397,  402,  428-430,  445,  440, 
459,  480,  536,  547-550,  562-564,  574, 576, 578,  627, 635,  666,  677, 679, 681-683, 
707-711,  718,  737,  738,  760-764,  778-781,  793-796,  800,  801, 809-811, 820-826 
Commendatory  letter  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  regarding  management 

of 508 

Correspondence  relative  to  organization  of. 
Communications  from 

Coast  Survey,  U.S.,  Superintendent  of 221,224 

DuPont,  S.F 206 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 195,  210 

Orders  and  instructions. 

DuPont,  S.F 217,218,224-226,228-230 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 207, 208,  209,  210, 212, 213-216, 217,  224 

President,  U.  S 208 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.F 209,213,218,223 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.,  et  al 195-206 

Departure  of  vessels  of,  from  Hampton  Eoads,  under  command  of  S.  V. 

DuPont 230,259 

Disposition  of  vessels 358,  427, 465,  482, 533,  771, 814-818 

Du  Pont,  S.  F.,  appointed  to  command 208,  209 

Gener.al  orders 286,381,484,532,540,778 

Limits  of 208,213 

Nomination  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  as  flag-ofiScer  to  command,  confirmed  by  U.  S. 

Senate 670 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  regarding  vessels  lioarded  and  stations.       690 

Order  to  combine,  witli  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 157 

Repairs  to  vessels  of 415 

Request  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont  for  more  vessels 706,  740 

■Selection  of  master's  mates  for  promotion  to  acting  masters 792 

Supplies  for 490, 508, 529, 635,  746,  755,  7T4,  799,  801, 813 

Vessels  detached  from 634, 665,  740,. 760,  781,  782, 808 

Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in 208,209,213,218, 

224,  343,  381, 425,  458,  459,  466,  467, 481,  552,  554,  5.58,  630,  635,  721,  767,  770 
South  Carolina. 

Affairs  in.     Communications  from  E.  J.  Arthur 832 

Condi ticra  of  light- houses  on  coast  of.     Report  of  S.  V.  Du  Pont 692 

Defense  of.     Report  of  Robert  E.  Lee 837 

Measures  for  blockading  coast  of.  See  reports  of  S.  F.  Dii  Pont  et  al.,  pp. 
195-206. 

Places  on  coast  of,  in  possession  of  United  States 399 

South  Carolina,  Steamer.     Mentioned 786,  787 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with 

President,  C.  S 828 

War  Department,  C.  S 827 

South  Carolina  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  15th  (Lucas),  476;  Regiments:  Ist,*  301, 
306-308,  310,  424.  Light— Battalions :  German,  307-310;  Bat- 
teries: Marion,  476,  618;  Beaufort,  304,  314,  317,  319,  337,  338; 
Lee's  ( Washington),  476. 

*  Stnto  luilltia. 
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South  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued.  Page. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  4th,  436;   Companies:   Screven's,"  301,   314;   Eegi- 

ments :  Ist  (Martin's  Mounted  militia), ^00, 454,  455 ;  2d,  190. 
Infantry— Regiments:  Istt  (Rifles),  834;  11th  (also  called  9th),  301,  304, 
306-308,  310,  311,  314,  317;  Company  E  (Hamilton  Guards),  301, 
305;  Company  I  (CoHeiomJJt/es),  314;  12th,  301,  30.'}-305,  314-316, 
454,455,834;  13th,  300;  14th,  413, 453,  454 ;  1.5th,  302,  303,  306, 311. 
South  Edisto  River. 

Expedition  up,  April  29,  1862. 
Cominnnioations  from 

DuPoDt,  S.  r 791 

Navy  Department,  IT.  S- 792 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F 789 

Rhind,A.C 790 

( )perations  in. 

CoDimunication  from  H.  W.  Benham 747 

Orders  and  iustructioDS,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 720 

Report  of  W.  T.  Triixtun 688 

Reconuoissance  in,  December  26  aud  27, 1861.     Report  of  AV,  T.Truxtiin  .        436 
See  also  North  and  South  Jidisto  rivers,  South  Carolina. 
Southern  Ports.     Blockade  of.     See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harhora  hij  siiildng 
vessels  loaded  with  stone. 

Southerner,  Ship.     Mentioned 038 

Southern  States.    Attitude  of  U.  S.  Government  toward  foreign    consuls 

in 362,489,020 

Southfieid,  U.S.  S.    Mentioned I7.5 

South  Santee  River.     Operations  in.     Reports  of 

Baxter,  I.  B 734-730 

Bentley,  J.  W 737 

Southiwick,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

Sowerby,  J.  J. 

Mentioned _.,         39 

Report  of  accidents  on  board  of  U.  S.  S.  Merrimuc  41 

Spanish  Consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C.    Mentioned 362 

Spaulding,  Randolph.     Mentioned ;!11,  756 

Spaulding,  S.  R.     See  S.  R.  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Jrmtj  steamer. 

Spavin,  Robert.    Mentioned 283 

Speidel,  John.    Mentioned  , 524 

Spencer,  Thomas  W.     Report  of  arrest  of  command iug  officer  of  U.  S.  S. 

Samuel  Rotan  00  61 

Spotts,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter HO 

Mentioned 21,72,94,117,127,133,143,472 

Spraggins,  Richard  N.    Mentioned 187 

Sprague,  WiUiam  F.     Mentioned 811 

Sprague,  Boule  &  Co.     Mentioned 350 

Spray,  Schooner.     Rescue  of  crew  of 61 

Sproston,  Johu  G. 

Mentioned 278,3.30,337,504,695,749 

Reports  of. 

Beaufort,  S.  C.     Occupation  of,  November  9,  1861 337 

Jacksonville,  Fla.     Affairs  at 751 

Spuyten  Duyvil,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 7,  21, 54,  73,  94,  118, 127, 134 

Star  of  the  South,  XJ.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 486,538,573,593 

*  Meutiooed  also  aa  Beaufort  Gnerrillaa.  t  Slate  militia. 
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State  Department,  U.  S.     Correspondence  -witli  race 

Barney,  George  C _ 565 

Belgium,  U.  S.  minister  to 483,  626 

British  minister  to  the  U.  S ?. 033, 408 

Tilasgow,  U.  S.  vioe-consnl  nt 227 

Havre,  France,  U.  S.  consul  at 437 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consul-general  at 402 

Li  verpool,  U.  S.  consul  at 535 

l.ouilon,  U.  S.  consul  at 330,554,557 

Nassau,  New  Provitlence,  U.  S.  consul  at 439, 531,  562 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 329,  333,  355,  374,  398,  489, 440,  462, 468, 530,  552 

Xew  York,  Superintendent  of  metropolitan  police 411 

Sherman,  T.  W 212,  375 

Smith,  Buckingham 622 

War  Department,  U.  S 375 

Steedniaii,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 392,539,625,6.57 

LeRoy,  W.  K 562 

Mentioned 262, 

292,  393,  395,  402, 403, 471, 472,  482, 484,  487,  495, 562-564,  659,  718,  814 
Reports  of. 

Arrow,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  February  25, 1862 563 

Bienville,  II.  S.  S.     Damages  sustained  by,  and  casualties  on,  battle  of 

Port  Royal,  S.  C 277 

Sarah  and  Caroline,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  December  11,  1861 394 

Steel,  Thomaa  S.    Mentioned 664 

Steele,  Henry  &  Co.     Portion  of  trading  permit  annulled 18,  42 

Steele,  Holmes.    Mentioned 745,  749 

Stelljes,  J.     Mentioned 309 

Stephen  Young,  Brig  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 511 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.    Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Roads 145-147 

Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 105 

Stevens,  Charles  G. 

Mentioned 811 

Report  of  capture  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Sumpter  near  Fort  .Jackson, 

Ga.,  May  11, 1862 812 

Stevens,  Isaac  I. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 451 

Mentioned 447-453,  654 

Report  of  reconnoissanoe  to  Chisolm's  Island,  S.  C,  December  17, 1861 412 

Stevens,  Thomas  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Animen,  D 662,687,695 

iBudd,  William - 699,729,738 

Crocker,  A.  C 724 

Davis,  W.G.M 745 

Du  PonCS-F - 466,496,586,587,615,072,716 

Drayton,  r - 705 

Mentioned 255, 

260,  §62,  386,  395,  .396,  422,  447,  448,  465,  482,  495, 511,  .524, 527,  574,  576-578, 
585,  589,  598,  599,  671,  693,  696,  697,  712,  717,  743,  744,  718,  749,  766,  769 

Kelioved  of  command  in  f^t.  John's  Kivor,  Florida,  by  Daniel  Ammen 743 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Ottawa 769 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Clinch,  Fla.,  and  St.  Mary's,  (la.,  oconpation  of 583 
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Stevens,  Thomas  H. — Continuod.  Page 

Reports  of. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Occupation  of .599 

Withdrawal  of  Federal  troops  from 728,739 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C,  battle  of,  November  7, 1861 281 

St.  John's  River. 

Expedition  in,  March  18-25, 1862,  and  raisinjj  of  yacht  America. .  638,  64(1 

Operations  in 631,686,690,697,705,728,739 

Stewart,  Ellen  P.    See  EUen  P.  Stewart,  Brig. 
Stewart,  Maiy.    See  Mary  Stewart,  Schooner. 

Stew^art,  Thomas.    Mentioned 267 

Stiles,  ■WUHam  H.    Mentioned 302 

Stites,  Townsend.     Mentioned 265, 268 

Stone,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 35 

Porter,  D.D 45 

Mentioned 21,35,72,94 

Report  of  attack  on  Fort  Anderson,  N.  C 32 

Stone,  Josiah. 

Mentioned 635,636,638 

Report  of  recapture  of  prize  ship  Emily  St.  Pierre,  March  21, 1862 637 

Stone,  Oliver  F.    Mentioned 811,813 

Stone,  Thomas.    Mentioned 391 

Stone,  W.  L.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 630 

Stone  Fleet.     See  Obstruction  of  Southern  harhore  iy  sinking  vessels  loaded  with 
stone. 

Stonewall,  C.  S.  ram.     Preparations  to  resist  attack  l)y 128, 129, 134, 140 

Stoney,  Theodore,     See  Theodore  Stoney,  Schooner. 
Stono  Inlet,  South  Carolina. 

Blockade  of.     Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 684 

Engagement  at.     Report  of  George  B.  Balch 435 

Stotler,  Henry.     Mentioned 811 

Strahan,  Charles  G.     Mentioned 676 

Strain,  Mathew^  H.     Mentioned 651 

Street  &  West.     Correspondence  with 

Adderly,  H.,  <&  Co 762 

Ryan,  William 761 

Stiibling,  Cornelius  K.     Mentioned 56, 139, 807 

Stringham,  Silas  H.    Mentioned 3.55 

Strong,  Fort.     See  Fort  Stron;i,  X.  C. 

Strong,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 734,  7.35,737 

Stuart,  H.  M.    Mentioned 319 

Stuart,  Henry.    Mentioned 317 

Stuart,  Middleton.    Mentioned 301,  305 

Stygall,  Alfred.     Mentioned 761 

Styles,  C.  W.    Mentioned , *. 619 

Styx,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Mentioned 82  101 

Success,"  Schooner. 

Capture  of,  April  15, 1862  . . . : 677  679 

Mentioned 376,  379, 426, 529,  .534,  543,  733 

Sullivan,  Patrick.     Mentioned : 761 

Summers,  'William  H.     Report  of  ammunition  expended  by  U.  S.  S.  Susque- 
hanna, l)attl6  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C 276 


*  rormorly  C.  S.  priv.itecr  Dixie;  also  known  as  Kale  Halo. 
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Sumner,  Edwin  V.  rage. 

Correspondence  witli  W.H.Macomb 103 

Mentioned 96 

Sumpter,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of  boat's  crew  from,  j>Iay  11, 1862 811-813 

Captures  made  by 635-638 

Condition  of 489 

Mentioned 467,  533,  535,  620,  624,  676,  677,  686,  773,  799,  802,  815 

Orders  for  movements 466,534,684,788 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 398,509,535 

Supply,  U.  S.  storeship.     Mentioned 533 

Susan  F.  Abbott,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7,  1861 266, 275,  276,  286 

Captures  made  by 707,  719 

Mentioned  212, 214, 255,  260,  262, 263,  296,  340,  344,  359,  361, 

362,  366, 415,  427,  471,  472, 480,  497,  503, 569, 572,  603, 624,  625, 630,  631, 641, 
642,  652-654,  656,  662,  663,  668, 670,  671,  693,  743,  760,  767,  773, 781,  784, 820 

Movements  of 770 

Orders  for  movements 228,  254, 403,  623, 684,  766,  782, 808 

Sveudson,  Svend.    Mentioned 11 

Swain,  Samuel  G.     Mentioned 21,  73,  94, 118, 127,  134,  1 14, 154, 160, 165, 169, 171 

Swart'wout,  Samuel.    Mentioncil 472 

Swasey,  True.    Mentioned 283 

Sweeney,  John.    Mentioned 661 

Swift,  Elijah.     Mentioned 656 

Swift,  J.  S.     Mentioned ■ 121 

Swygart,  E.  Z.     Mentioned 311 

Tacony,  TJ.  S.  S.     Mentioned . .  9,  16, 19,  21,  22,  36,  54,  64,  73, 87,  94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Tage,  Steamer.     Mentioned 772 

Taggart,  M.  C.     Mentioned 455 

Tahoma,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 157, 160, 165, 168, 169, 472, 473 

Talisman,  Steamer.     Mentioned - .       772 

Talley,  "WiUiam  H. 

Correspondence  witli  Stephen  Kllioct,  jr 317 

Mentioned 314,315 

Tarr,  Robert.    Mentioned 780 

Tattnall,  Isaac. 

Mentioned 469,488,527 

Statement  of,  December  6,  1861 1 487 

Tattnall,  Josiah. 

Correspondence  with  J.  Rutledge  et  al. 

Mentioned.  - .  211,  256,  260,  261, 288,  292,  29.5-298,  300,  301, 304,  314, 315,  3.54,  362,  379, 
433,  438,  443,  460,  500, 501, 505,  524-526,  538, 541, 553,  665,  672, 673, 827, 829 

Taylor,  Albert.     Mentioned 12 

Taylor,  "W.  H.     Correspondence  with  T.  V.  Diayton 505 

Taylor,  W.  W.     Mentioned 421 

Taylor  &  Merrick.    Mentioned 536 

Temple,  ■William  G. 
Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  T 34 

Porter,  D.  D - 47 

Weidman,J ---       124 

Mentioned 21,  72,  94, 105, 118, 127, 133, 143, 151,  348,  472,  ,531 

Relieved  of  command  of  II.  S.  S.  Flambeau 462,518 

Tenedos,  Bark  (Stone  fleet).     Menticmort - 418,421 
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Tennessee  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments:    8th  (FuUon'a),  454, 
456,834;  16th,  454, 834. 

Teneriffe,  Canary  Islands,  TT.  S.  Consul  at.     Mentioiied 129 

Terry,  Alfred  H. 

Corespondence -with  Navy  Department, U.  S 169 

Mentioned 23,  26-29,  38,  45,  53,  70, 82, 170, 173,  324 

Report  of  affairs  in  vicinity  of  Savannah,  Ga 35!) 

Terry,  Silas  'W.    Mentioned 436,  675 

Texas,  C.  S.  ram.     Mentioned 98,  101, 115 

Thatcher,  Henry  K.    Mentioned 114, 119 

Thayer,  Captain.     Mentioned 479,480,543 

Theodora,  Steamer. 

Mentioned 330,  347,  356,  440, 831, 833, 835, 836, 838 

Purchase  of 84  0 

Theodore  Stoney,  Schooner. 

Destruction  of,  February  14, 1862 547-550 

Mentioned 546 

Thomas,  Francis  M.     Mentioned 187 

Thomas,  Lorenzo. 

Correspondence  with  T.  W.  Sherman 288, 289,  452, 500 

Mentioned 375,377 

Thomas,  Palmer.     Mentioned 537 

Thomas  Perry,  Schooner.     Mentioned 629 

Thomas,  T.  dnowdon.     Mentioned 252 

Thompson,  Gustavus  B.     Mentioned 20,  72 

Thompson,  H.    Mentioned 734 

Thompson,  Mary  B.    See  3fary  E.  Thompson,  Briij. 

Thompson,  W.     Mentioned 266 

Thornton,  James  S. 

Correspondence  -with 

Brooks,  J.  A.J 151 

Porter,D.D '     19 

Mentioned 61, 65,  67,  72,  93, 117,  126, 133, 138, 143, 149, 154, 159, 160, 165, 169 

Report  of  seizure  of  property  in  Roanoke  River 150 

Thornton,  Thomas  R.     Mentioned 833 

Thunderbolt  Battery.     Condition  of     Reportof  W.  G.  Gill 830 

Tice,  Pilot.     Mentioned 392 

Tileston,  T.     Mentioned 249 

Tillon,  B.  'W.     Mentioned 421 

Timor,  Ship  (Stofie  fleet).     Mentioned 418,467,474 

Titus,  Colonel.     Mentioned 705 

Tompkins,  D.  C.     Mentioned 455 

Toombs,  Robert.     Mentioned 608 

Torpedo,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 101,124,177,186,187 

Torpedoes.     Correspondence  concerning 6,  10- 

12,  17,  18,  22,  42,  44, 15.  52,  78,  84,  92,  96,  98, 102, 104, 1.36, 138, 184,  502-504 

Townes,  R.  J.     Correspondence  with  E.  T.  Egglcston 189 

ToTvnsend,  Daniel  E.     See  Daniel  E.  Townsend,  Schooner. 

ToTvnsend,  John.     Mentioned 516 

Tov»-nsend,  John  W.     Mentioned 266 

Trading  permits.     Correspondence  concerning 18, 

20,  23,  42,  253,  254,  350,  490,  508, 603,  741,  746,  801 
Trapier,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  Thomas  F 299 

War  Departmont,  C.  S S29 
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Trapier,  James  H. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned 312,604,650,827,834,841 

Reports  of. 

Amelia  Island,  Florida.     Evacuation  of 617 

Port  Royal,  S.C.     Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 299 

TratheD,  James.     Mentioned 21,  72 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with  John  Eraser  &  Co 838 

Treasury  Department,  XJ.  S.     Correspondence  witli 

Bache,  A.  D 219 

Lawson,  Peter 149 

Morrill,  Lot  M 5')8 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 148,  216,  219,  253, 350,  490, 508,  746,  801 

Vice-President,  U.  S 508 

Txenchard,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 14 

Mentioned 21,43,61,72,604 

Reports  of. 

Merrimao,  U.  S.  S.     Loss  of,  and  rescue  of  crew 43 

Spray,  Schooner.     Rescue  of  crew  of 61 

Trent,  British  steamer.     Mentioned 833 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.     Attempted  passage  of  obstrnctions  in,  by  Confed- 
erate Squadron,  .January  23  and  24,  1865 189 

Trigg,  Daniel.     Mentioned 187 

Tristram  Shandy,  *  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned ...  50,  94, 95, 100, 1 18, 127, 130, 134, 144,  1 52, 154, 157, 160, 165, 168, 169, 176 

Orders  for  movements 13,85,97,128,129,156 

Trott,  Henry  rr.    Mentioned 93,117,126,134 

Trufant,  William  B.     Mentioned 37,44 

Trundy,  George  A. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 365 

Mentioned 348 

TruxtUD,  "William  T. 
Correspondence  with 

Dn  Pont,  S.  F 533,  685,  720 

Welsh,  Thomas 675 

Mentioned 21,  22,  73,  91,  118, 127, 13t,  144,  388,  389,  3!)3,  404,  40B,  157,  676 

Reports  of. 

Bailey's  Island.     Expedition  to,  January  10-12,  1862 475 

Edisto  Island,  South  Carolina.     Support  of  Array  forces  on 675 

South  Edisto  River. 

Operations  in 688 

Reconnoissanco  in,  December  26  and  27,  1861 436 

Tucker,  Charles  E.     Mentioned r67,  668 

Tucker,  John  R.     Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  B IW,  190 

Hoke,  R.  F 188,190 

Turner,  Frank  W. 

Mentioned 811 

Report  of  capture  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  S.  Snmpter,  near  Fort  Jack- 
son, Oa.,  May  11,  1862 812 

Turner,  John  W.     Mentioned 730 

Turner,  Thomas.     Mentioned 342 

Turnipseed,  E.  B.     Mentioned 314,  317 


*  NaTTic  c]inn;;p(l  I'l  \'.  S.  S.  IJoxer,  wljicli  8oe. 
N   "\V   R — VOL   12 (JO 
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Tumo,  G.    Mentioned 825 

Turtle  River,  Georgia.    Reconnoissance  in.    Report  of  George  B.  Balch 595 

Tuscarora,  U.  S.  S.    Movements  of 55, 145,  li6, 147 

Tv^aites,  William.    Mentioned 6-J8 

Twambly,  Henry  B.    Mentioned 20,  72,  9;i,  117, 126, 133, 143 

Tybee  Island,  Georgia. 

Communication  from  Brigadier-General  Sherman  recommemiiiig  occupa- 
tion of 383 

Measures  for  holding.     Report  of  J.  S.  Missroou 365, 378 

Occupation  of,  November  24, 1861. 
Abstract  log  of 

Flag,  U.S. S 326 

Pocahontas,  U.  S.  S 327 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S 327 

CommunicatioQ  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 324 

Orders  of  S.  F.  Du  Pont 324,325 

Reports  of 

DuPont,  S.  F 325 

Lee,  Robert  E 327 

Missroon,  J.  S 326 

Reconnoissance  of. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F 369 

Sherman,  T.W 364 

Report  of  S.  F  DuPont 364 

Reported  attack  upon  Federal  troops  on.     Communication  from  S.  F.  Du 

Pont 410 

Tybee  Roads. 

Affairs  in.     Reports  of  Percival  Drayton 442,444 

Blockade  of. 

Communication  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 407 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Drayton,  Percival 434, 444, 456, 565 

DuPont,  S.F 400,401,412 

Operations  in.     Report  of  Percival  Drayton 556 

Tyler,  John.    Mentioned 836 

Tyson,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 187 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 142,809-811 

Mentioned 21,25,33, 

37,  52,  54,  63,  73, 94,  97-99, 118, 175, 218,  224, 262,  277,  349, 477,  494,  496-499, 
501,  502,  558,  642,  654, 663,  668,  674,  681,  721, 722,  741, 747,  752, 807, 816,  817 

Occupation  of  Beaufort,  S.  C,  November  9,  1861 338 

Operations  in 

James  River,  Virginia 104 

Savannah  River 77O 

Wright's  River,  South  Carolina 641, 653, 662,  687 

She  also  Reconnoissance  in  Wright's  and  Mud  rivers,  etc. 

Orders  for  movements 47,112,753,773,783 

Reconnoissance  in 

Wright's  and  Mud  rivers.  South  Carolina,  January  17-Febrnary  18, 

1862 494,501,502 

St.  Helena  Sound,  South  Carolina,  and  tributaries,  November  25-28, 

1861  319-324 

St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers.  South  Carolina, 

December  5-9,  1861 388-390 
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ITncas,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Captures  made  by 779,  780 

Mentioned 799,802,815 

Orders  for  movements 788 

UnderdoT^n,  D.  A.    Mentioned 22 

Underwriter,  U.  S.  S. 

Loyall,  B.  P.,  appointed  commander  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 

in  destruction  of 181 

Wood,  John  Taylor,  and  Loyall,  B.  P.,  recommended  for  promotion  for 

gallantry  in  destruction  of 180 

Union  Troops.    Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments:  15tli  (Regulars) 453,493 

Union,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Loss  of '.i 88,  291, 292,  293, 828 

Unit.  U.S.S.     Mentioned 21,73,94,118,127,134,144,154 

United  States,  Schooner.     Mentioned 723,764 

Upshur,  J.  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Flambean 518 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont 551,  772 

Mentioned 20,71,267,447-449,518,551,7(50,778,779 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Acti  ve,  April  26,  1862 778 

Uptegrove,  W.  J.  L.     Mentioned 780 

Upton,  Cited.    Mentioned 710 

Upton,  Daniel  P. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Dn  Pont 539 

Mentioned 706,708 

Urann,  'William  D.    Mentioned 757-759 

Usher,  Julia.     See  Julia  Usher,  Steamer. 

Valandinghaift,  N.  B.    Mentioned 314 

Valentine,  D.  T.    Mentioned 250, 251 

For  correspondence,  see  New  York,  Clerk  of  Common  Council  of. 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,22,54,73,92,94,118,127,134,144,149,154 

Operations  in 

Chowan  River 96 

Roanoke  River 150-152 

Seizure  of  the  steamer  Philadelphia 136 

Valparaiso,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).    Mentioned 511 

Van  Brunt,  Gershom  J.    Mentioned 742 

Vance,  A.  "D.     See  Advance,  U.  S.  S. 

Vance,  James  M.     See  James  M.  Vance,  Schooner. 

Vandalia,  U.  S.  ship. 

Abstract  log,  November  7, 1861 284 

Mentioned .  213, 230, 247, 259, 262, 263,282,356,565, 570, 713,  718, 722, 773, 799,  802, 815 

Movements  of 328,442 

Operations  in  Tybee  Roads 556 

Orders  for  movements 229,248,332,444,714,723 

Wells,  Clark  H.,  relieves  Haggerty,  F.  S.,  of  command 671 

Vanderbilt,  Steamer.     Mentioned 225,260,416 

Vanderbilt,  U.S.S.     Mentioned 17,137,141,152 

Vandergrift, .    Mentioned 749 

Varuna,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 561 

Orders  for  movements 623 

Venus  Point,  Jones  Island,  Savannah  River.    Attack  npon.    See  Savannah 
River.    Naval  engagement  in. 

Vermont,  U.  S.  ship. 

Mentioned 248,541,558,561,732,741,769,780,797,811,813 

Orders  for  movements 552 
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Vernon  River,  Georgia.     Reconnoissance  in.     See  Osedbaw  Sound,  and  Ver- 
non and  Great  Ogeeehee  rivers,  Georgia.  ^Eeconnoiaaance  iit. 

Vice-President,  C.  S.    Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Eoads 145-147 

Vice-President,  U.  S.    Correspondence  with  Treasury  Departmen  t 508 

Vicksburg,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 5,21,38,55,73,85 

Orders  for  movements 46 

Victoria,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,54,73,118,127 

Orders  for  movements 630 

Viele,  Egbert  L. 

Correspondence  with  N.  Collins 752 

Mentioned  498, 500,  559, 641, 652-654, 662, 669,  670, 673, 674, 684,  713, 718, 722, 747, 770 
Reports  of. 

Fort  Pulaski.     Reported  efforts  by  Confederates  to  relieve 717, 718 

Savannah  River.     Confederate  ironclad  in 669 

Venus  Point.     Attack  upon  battery  on 500 

Virginia,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 678 

Virginia  No.  2,  C.  S.  S. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in  Treat's  Reach,  James  River,  Vir- 
ginia, January  23  and  24,  1865 189 

Condition  of 178 

Mentioned 101,138,177,180,182-187 

Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned.    Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Leake's  (Turnej-), 

455,833;  Thornton's  {Caroline),  833. 
Vixen,  U.  S.  Coast-Survey  steamer. 

Mentioned 221,222,255,260,321-323,406 

Operations  in  Beaufort  River 332 

Orders  for 

Armament  of 224 

Movements 219 

Reconnoissance  in 

North  and  South  Edisto  rivers.  South  Carolina,  December  17-21, 1861.      405 
St.  Helena  Sound  and  Ashepoo  and  Coosaw  rivers.  South  Carolina, 

December  5-9,1861 388-390 

■Wabash,  U.  S.  S. 

Battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1861 261-270 

Cruise  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Port  Royal  Harbor 259 

Designated  flagship  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 208 

Mentioned 78, 212,  213,  217, 223,  224,  226,  229,  232,  233,  238,  246-248, 

254, 258,  260,  271,  274,  275, 283,  285-287, 293, 302, 308,  319-321,  324,  325,  332, 
334-336, 338, 340,  341, 343-345, 347, 349, 351, 352, 357,  358, 360,  362,  364-373, 
376, 378, 380-382, 384, 385, 387, 388, 391-397, 400-402, 403, 404,  407,  410-412, 
415, 417,  420-422,  424, 426-428,  430,  432,  434,  437,  438,  442,  443,  445-450,  457, 
461,  465-467,  470-472,  474,  476-479,  482, 484,  486-488, 490,  492,  495-499, 502, 
506, 507, 510-516, 518-520, 522, 523, 526, 529, 530, 532-534,  536-540, 546, 547, 
549-551, 554, 555, 557-561, 563, 564, 566-571, 573, 574, 576-578,  584, 585, 588, 
589, 594-598, 601-606, 609, 612, 615, 620, 621, 623-625, 627,  630-633,  635, 636, 
638,  640,  642, 644-649,  051,  652,  655-660,  663-666,  670-674,  677,  684-686,  690, 
693,  694,  698, 701,  703-706, 708,  710, 713-718,  720,  722, 723,  725,  727,  729, 737, 
740,  741, 743-747,  751-755,  757,  759-761,  763, 765-767,  769,  771,  773-775, 778, 
779, 781-784, 788, 789,  791, 792,  797-800, 802-804, 810,  813,  814,  818-820,  824 

Movements  of 218,  228,  230,  255,  692 

Participatiou  of  detachment  from,  in  bombardment  and  cajjture  of  Fort 

Pulaski,  Ga.,  April  10-11, 1862 730-732 
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Wacker,  Gustave.     Mentioned 757,758 

'Wagener,  John  A. 

Mentioned 301,306,310,311 

Report  of  battle  of  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  November  7, 1S61 308 

■Wagener,  Julius.    Mentioned 309 

■Wagner,  Mr.     Mentioned 347 

Wagner,  Thomas  M.     Report  of  sinking  of  stoue  licet  in  Chailestou  Harljor, 

S.  C 423 

Walker,  Port.     See  Fort  Walker,  S.  C. 
Walker,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 47,  74 

Mentioned 21,36,73 

Walker,  Leo  D.     Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  Thomas  F 300 

Wagner,  T.M 423 

■Walker,  Thomas.     Mentioned ..- 235 

■Wall,  Martin.    Mentioned 44 

Wall,  "WiUiam.     Mentioned 265,266 

■Wall's  Cut,  South  Carolina. 

Affairs  at.  '  Communication  from  T.  'W.  Sherman 496 

Opening  of 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F 491 

Sherman,  T.AV 478,486 

Reports  of 

Beard,  Oliver  T ,       478 

Lee,  Robert  E 504 

Rodders,  John 492 

Operations  in.     Orders  and  instructions.     S.  F.  Du  Pont 558,559 

See  also  North  Ediato  Biver. 
Wamsutta,  U.  S.  S. 
Expeditiou 

In  vicinity  of  Dorchester,  Ga.,  April  2.5-27,  1862 775-777 

To  Darien,  Ga.,  May  9, 1862 808 

Mentioned 741,773,799,815 

Orders  for  movements 630,745 

Wanderer,  U.  S.  schooner.     Mentioned 472 

■Wandoo,  Schooner.     Destruction  of,  February  14, 1862 547-550 

■Ward,  John.    Mentioned 811 

■War  Department,  C.  S.    Correspondence  with 

Bisbie,  D.T 835 

Childs,  F.L 826 

Drayton,  Thomas  F 827 

Fraser,  John,  &  Co 839 

Heyliger,L 831,8,33 

Ingraham,  D.N 840 

Lawton,A.R 827,828 

Lee,R.E 299,327,423,833,837 

Ripley,  E.S 827 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 827 

Trapier,  James  H 829 

War  Department,  TJ.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.S 4 

Navy  Department,  US 3, 10,158, 102,210,219 

Sherman,  T.W 221,377 

State  Department,  U.S 375 
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Warlej',  Ella.     See  JHUa  Wai-ley,  Steamer.  Page. 

Warner,  OsTvald.    Mentioned 65* 

Warren,  Isaac.    Mentioned 542 

W^arren,  J.  D.    Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 630 

Washburn,  Alfred.    Mentioned -66,  280 

Washburn,  Samuel  B.    Mentioned 72,93,117,126,133 

Washington,  George.     See  George  Washington,  Schooner. 
Washington,  N.  C.    Condition  of  inhabitants  of.    Eeports  of 

Kerens,  James  H 135 

Iteusbaw,  E.  T 135 

Washington,  Thornton  A.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Lee,  lioberi  K., 
and  Pemberton,  John  C. 

Wasp,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat.     Mentioned 186 

Wasp,  U.  S.  S.     See  Emma  Henry,  U.  S.  S. 
Wassawr  Sound,  Georgia. 

Blockade  of.     Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 403, 

415,  428, 488,  539,  560,  566, 788 
Obstruction   of  passage  between  Savannah  Kiver  and.     Orders  of  S.  F. 

DuPont 438,445 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 713,  714 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.F.  Du  Pont 672,714 

Report  of  S.  W.  Godon 688 

Reconnoissance  of,  December  5-6, 1861. 
Communications  from 

,       DuPont,S.F 384 

Sherman,  T.W 383 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 382 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  S.F 382,384 

Eodgers,  C.  E.  P 385 

Wassaw  Sound,  Georgia,  Senior  Naval  Officer  in.     Correspondence  with 

Q.  A.  Gillmore 701 

Watch,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,54,64,73,94,98,118 

Transferred  to  Potomac  Flotilla 109 

Waterman,  E.  J.     See  F.  .T.  Waterman,  Schooner. 

Waters,  C.     Mentioned... 42 

Watkins,  George  R.     Mentioned 93,116,125,133,143,153,160,165,169 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G. 
Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  S.  F 347,706 

L.anier,  E 728 

Navy  Department,  U.S 425 

Porter,  D.  D 109 

Mentioned 20,  72,  93,  94, 108, 117,  254,  260,  262,  336-338, 

347,  524,  527,  576,  581, 591,  595, 607,  612-614,  727,  7,56,  775,  776,  788,  799,  802 
Reports  of. 

Curlew,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 354 

Potomska,  U.  S.  S.     Striking  of,  on  Cape  Lookout  Sboal 488 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.     Battle  of,  November  7,  1861 282,283 

St.  Catherine's  Sound.     Expedition  to 756 

Watson,  J.  Crittenden.     Mentioned _ 243 

■Watson,  William.     Correspondence  with  E.  G.  Parrott 822 

Wave,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  19,  18G2 760-763 


*  Purchased  under  the  uanie  of  A.  C.  Powell;  chanf;ed  to  Alert,  then  to  ^Vatcb. 
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Weaver,  Aaron  W.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 103 

Mentioned ^ 20,71,94,504 

Webb,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 455 

Webb,  Andrew^.    Mentioned 712 

Webb,  Francis  R. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 83 

Mentioned 20,72,93,117 

Weeks,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 473 

Weidman,  John. 

Correspondence  with  William  G.  Temple 124 

Mentioned 2.S2, 542 

Eeport  of  rescue  of  marine  battalion  from  U.  S.  transport  Governor 237  , 

Weitzel,  Godfrey.    Mentioned 121, 176 

Welch,  Morris.    Mentioned , 266 

Welch,  Thomas.     Mentioned 648 

■Welles,  C.  H.,  jr.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 345 

Welles,  H.  S.    Mentioned 345 

Wells,  Clark  H. 

Correspondence  with 

DuPout,  S.  F  714,723 

Porter,  D.D 113 

Detached  from  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S. 

ship  Vandalia 671 

Mentioned 117,126,133,143,154,654,662,799 

Report  of  operations  in  Savannah  River  and  vicinity 653 

Wells,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 93,117,133 

Welsh,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  W.  T.  Truxtun 675 

Mentioned 393,436,475,675 

Werner,  D.     Mentioned 307-309 

West,  A.  P.    Mentioned _ 455 

West,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with  G.  W.  Frost 139 

Mentioned 13,  20,  49,  71, 93,  97, 116, 125, 133, 143, 153, 160, 165, 169, 170 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  transport  Qninnebaug 171 

West,  William  H. 

Mentioned 267,512-515 

Report  of  value  of  sloop  Lida 373 

Western  Star,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

Western  World,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 52,  54,  73, 497,  499,  533,  631,  653, 654,  687,  735,  773, 815 

Orders  for  movements 75,459,515 

Reconnoissance  in 

AVilmington  Narrows,  Georgia,  January  26-28, 1862 522-529 

Wright's  and  Mud  rivers.  South  Carolina 501 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.    Vessels  ordered  to  duty  iu  . . .  114, 119, 139,  746 

West  India,  Brig.     Mentioned 379 

Wetmore,  Henry  S.    Mentioned 19,  20,  71,  93, 117, 126, 133, 135, 143 

Whale  Branch,  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissance  in,   December  18,  1861. 

Report  of  Louis  Bell 413 

See  also  Port  Boyal  Ferry,  S.  C.   Joint  attack  vpon  Confederate  troops  al,  etc. 

Wheeler,  Henry.    Mentioned 20,  72,  93, 117, 126, 133, 143, 154, 160, 165, 169 

Wheeler,  Joseph.    Mentioned 83, 145 

WhUden,  W.  H.    Mentioned 695 

Whipple,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 589 
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Page. 

White,  Edward  "W.     MentioDed 94, 118, 127, 134, 144 

White,  George  B.     Mentioned - 574,  576 

White,  James.     Mentioned - ^ 677 

White,  James  (Captain).     Mentioned 307,  308, 310 

Whitehall,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 218 

Whitehead,  Mr.     Mentioned 662 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 2],  22,  44,  54,67,  73,  94, 100, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Movements  of 71,  76 

Operations  in  Chowan  River 96 

Whiting,  General.     See  General  Whiting,  Steamer. 

Whiting,  Samuel.     See  Kassau  Xew  Providence,  U.  S.  Consul  at. 

Whiting,  WiUiam  D. 

Correspondence  with  S.  F.  Du  Pont - 818 

Mentioned 560,664,819 

Whittemore,  John  M.    Mentioned 266 

Wilcox,  Mr.     Mentioned 337 

Wilderness,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,  27,  33,  55, 73,  87,  94, 99, 100, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Orders  for  movements - - 28,  46, 80,  85 

■Wiley,  J.  HoTvard.     Mentioned 327 

Wiley,  James.    Mentioned 238 

Willard,  Joseph  W.    Mentioned 118,127,134,144 

Willard  Saulsbury,  Schooner,     Mentioned 229 

Willcox,  Calvin  S. 

Correspondence  with  D.D.Porter 49 

Mentioned - - 21,72,94,118 

Willcox,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 319 

William,  Pilot.     Mentioned 492 

William  Allison,  Steamer.     Mentioned 41,184-186 

■William  P.  Clyde,  Steamer.    Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  with 

prisoners 145-147 

■William  Badger,  U.  S.  storeship.     Mentioned 21, 

73, 94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154, 160, 165, 169 

■William  G.  Audenried,  Schooner.     Mentioned 229 

■William  G.  Putnam.     See  General  Putnam,  XJ.  S.  S. 

■WiUiam,  Lee,  Ship  (Stone  fleet).     Mentioned 510 

■Williams,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.D.Porter 56 

Mentioned 20 

■Williams,  Joseph.    Mentioned 90,  91 

■Williamson,  James  C. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Pengnin 651 

Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.  F 655,715,819 

Harris,  T.  A 649,650 

Mentioned 655,743,799,818,819 

Reports  of. 

Henry  Andrew,  U.  S.  S.     Floating  of,  in  Mosquito  Inlet 768 

Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida.     Operations  in,  March  21-22,  1862 649 

Willie,  Captain.     Mentioned 708,  709,  711 

"Willis,  Edward.     Mentioned .' 306 

"Willis,  J.    Mentioned 421 

Wilmington,  Del.     Presentation  of  Confederate  flags  to,  by  S.  F.  Du  Pont 623 
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Wilmingtou,  N.  C.  Page. 

Affairs  in  and  about.     Report  of  Thomas  S.  Phelpe. . .  .-> 106, 118 

Defense  of.     Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 179 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 179 

Evacuation  of.     Report  of  David  D.  Porter 45 

Protection  of.     Order  of  D.  D.  Porter 46 

Operations  against.     See  Cape  Fear  Hirer,  North  Carolina.     Operations  in. 
Wilmington  Island,  Georgia. 

Engagement  at.     Communications  iroiu 

Benham,  H.  W 754 

DuPont,  S.  F 754 

Operations  on.     Communioationa  from 

Benham,  H.  W 702 

DnPont,  S.F 703 

Gillmore,  Q.A 701 

Wilmington  Narrovtrs,  or  Freeborn's  Cut,  Georgia. 

Examination  of.     Communicatious  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 491 

Obstruction  of.     Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F 555 

Sherman,  T.  W 555 

Reconnoissances  in. 
January  7,  1862. 

Communications  from  S.  F.  Du  Pont 470 

Reports  of 

♦  Gillis,  JohnP 468 

Rodgers,  John 468,469 

January  26-28, 1862. 

Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.  F 526 

Sherman,  T.W 526 

Reports  of 

Davis,  C.  H 523 

DuPont,  S.  F 522 

Wright,  n.G 526 

Wilmington  Narrows  and  Turner's  Creek.    Reconnoissance  in,  March  26, 

1862.     Report  of  John  P.  Gillis 661 

Wilmington  River,  Georgia.    Obstruction  of. 
Communications  from 

DuPont,  S.F 434,438 

Sherman,  T.W 435,437 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  Du  Pont 704 

Wilson,  Captain.     Mentioned 037 

Wilson,  Byron.     Mentioned 153 

Wilson,  James.     Mentioned 757-759 

Wilson,  James  H. 

Mentioned 492, 496,  755 

Report  of  reconnoissance  in  Wright's  River 493 

Wilson,  John.    Mentioned 677 

Wilson,  John  (Ordinary  seaman)      Mentioned 609,610 

Wilson,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned 560,  5S1 

Wilson,  Joseph  D.    Mentioned 185, 187 

Wilson,  William,  1st.    Mentioned 32 

Wilson,  William  (Seaman).     Mentioned 42 

Winfield  Scott,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 288, 292,  367,  368 

• 

N  W  E — VOL,   12 61 
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Winton,  N.  C.     See  Chowan  Siver,  North  Carolina.  Page. 

■Wirtemberg,  Ship.     Mentioned ,.... 535,  536 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P 272 

Radford,  William 18 

Mentioned 22 

■Wise,  ■WilUam  C.     Mentioned 21,72,94,176 

Wood,  George  H.    Mentioned 731 

Wood,  George  W. 

Report  of  expedition  to  I'agan  Creek,  Virginia,  Febrnary  5-7,  1865 12 

Mentioned 11 

■Wood,  Isaac.     Mentioned 280 

Wood,  John  Taylor.     Recommended  for  promotion  for  conspicuous  gallantry 

in  the  capture  of  the  U.S.  S.  Underwriter 180 

Wood,  N.  A.     Mentioned 734 

Wood,  W.  L.    Mentioned 455 

Woodhull,  Max'nrell.  • 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 808 

Mentioned 462,463,643 

■Woodville  Island,  Georgia.    Engagement  on.     See  Dorchester,  Ga.     Expedi- 
tion to,  April  25-27,  1862. 
Wood-ward,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 113 

Jleii  tioned 20,  71,  93,  IIG,  125, 133, 143 

■Woolsey,  M.  B.    Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Ellen 797 

Wooster,  David.    Mentioned 811 

■Worden,  John  L.     Report  of  torpedo  arrangements  of  U.  S.  S.  Chimo 92 

■Worden,  Julia.     See  Julia  TTorden,  Schooner. 

Worth,  George  B.    Mentioned 761 

Worth,  William.     Mentioned 421 

■Wragg,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 187 

■Wright,  General.     See  General  Wright,  Brig. 
■Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Drayton,  P 461 

DuPont,  S.  r 580,581,586,589 

Mentioned 260,  263,  269,  416,  443,  491,  494,  496, 498,  523-525,  567,  573, 575, 580, 

583,  587,  590,  593,  594, 597-599, 601,  605, 632,  638,  666,  698,  712, 716, 728,  739 
Report  of  reconnoissance  in  'Wilmington  Narrows,  January  26-28,  1862. . .      526 

■Wright,  ■William.     Mentioned 21  72 

■  Wright,  "William  G. 

Mentioned 463,647-649,768 

Report  of  reconnoissance  in  North  Edisto  River,  January  4, 1862 464 

■Wright's  and  Mud  rivers.  South  Carolina.     Reconnoissance  in,  Jann,ary  17 
to  February  18, 1862. 
Communications  from 

Fulton,  C.  C 499 

Sherman,  T.  W 493,496,498,499,500 

Orders  and  instructions,  S.  F.  DuPont 491,495,496,497,498,499 

Reports  of 

Hankhead,  J.  P 504 

DuPont,  S.  F 491,502 

Gardiner,  George  F _ 494 

Lee,  Robert  E 504,505 

Rodgers,  John 492,  494,  496,  501-.504 

Wilson,  James  H 493 
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Wright's  and  Mud  rivers,  South  Carolina — Continued.  Page. 

Torpedoes  found  in 502-504 

See  also  pp.  522-528. 
Wright's  River,  South  Carolina.     Operations  iu. 

Orders  and  instructions.     S.  F.  Du  Pont 559 

Reports  of 

Collins,  N 641,654,687 

Gillis,  James  H 721 

Sherman,  T.W 685 

See  also  Wall's  Cut;  also  TTriglit's  and  Mud  rivers. 
Wyalusing,  XT.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 22, 54, 64, 94, 103, 118, 125, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Movements  of 73 

Wyandotte,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21,54,73,94,118,127,132, 

141,  144,  154,  410, 415, 427, 442-444,  478, 567, 570, 664,  672,  700,  755, 773,  815 

Orders  for  movements 134,381,560,755,818,819 

Wyatt,  Robert.    Mentioned 446 

Wyman,  Robert  H. 
Correspondence  with 

DuPont,  S.F 286 

Gunnell,  F.  M.. 279 

Mentioned 214,262,293 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee 334 

Report  of  damages  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee  and  casualties  on,  battle 

of  Port  Royal,  S.  C 279 

Wyoming,  U.  S.  S.     Operations  in  Chowan  River 96 

Tantic,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 21, 25,  55, 73, 94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154, 155, 160, 164, 165, 168, 169 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River 36 

Orders  for  movements 34,48 

Tard,  Edward  M. 

Mentioned 214,345 

Report  of  capture  of  British  schooner  Mabel,  Novem  ber  15, 1861 346 

Yates,  Joseph  A.    Mentioned 307,309,310 

Yellow  Blufi;  Pla.    Engagement  at.     Report  of  Daniel  Ammen 712 

York  River,  Virginia.     Operations  in. 
Communications  &om 

Grant,  U.S 66 

Radford,  William 66 

Report  of  WilUam  Radford 66,67 

Youmans,  LeRoy  F.    Mentioned 314,  317 

Young,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Chandler,  R 59 

Grinnell,H.W 90 

Newman,  L.  H 63 

Porter,  D.D 31,46,53,57 

Mentioned 21,72,94,117,126,133,143,154 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Dismantling  of  captured  works  on 58 

Operations  in 02,70 

Destruction  of  C.  S.  S.  Chickamauga 57 
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Young,  Henry  E.  Page. 

Correspondence  with. 

De  Saussure,  W.  D 311 

Dnnovant,  E.  G.  M 314 

Hey  ward,  William  C 310 

Lee,  Francis  D 312 

Wagener,  John  A 308 

Mentioned 302,307 

Young,  Jonathan.    Mentioned 73 

Young,  Stephen.     Mentioned 171 

Young,  Stephen.     See  Stephen  Young,  Brig. 

Young  America,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned ....  5, 21,  55, 73,  85,  94, 105, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Young  Rover,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 234,236,238,240-242,244,246 

Movements  of.     See  Governor,    U.  S.  transport  steamer.    Rescue  of  marine 
battalion  from,  etc. 

Yulee,  David  L.    Mentioned ^.  574,576,594 

Zeta,*U.  S.S.     Mentioned 21,73,94,104 

Ziegler,  John  Q.  A.    Mentioned 636 

Zouave,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 21, 54,  73, 94, 118, 127, 134, 144, 154 

Zaleika,  Brig.     Mentioned 733 

*  Known  also  aa  U.  S.  Picket  Boat  No.  6. 

o 


